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PREFACE. 

j  7 

'  . 

■*  -V* 

^  t 

IT  has  been  our  fortune,  to  trace  our  unhappy 
civil  diffentions,  down  from  their  original  qaufes 
and  earlieft  appearance,  nearly  to  the  point  of  their 
ultimate  conclufion,  in  the  feparation  of  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  In  this  courfe,  which 
conftantly  required  all  the  labour  and  attention  we 
were  capable  of  bellowing,  we  were,  by  degrees, 
unwittingly  led  into  the  execution  of  a  work  far  . 
beyond  our  ability  and  powers;  and  upon  which 
we  could  fcarcely  have  ventured,  had  we  forefeen  its 
extent  and  difficulty.  We  were  led  into  the  hiftory 
of  a  war  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  would  have  afforded 
a  full  fcope  to  the  genius  of  the  firfb  writers.  A  war, 
by  far  the  moft  dangerous  in  which  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  was  ever  involved ;  of  the  firft  rank  in  point  of. 
adtion  and  event;  but  of  ftill  wider  importance,  when 
confidered  with  a  view  to  its  adlual  or  probable  con- 
fequences.  It  has  already  overturned  thofe  favourite 
iyftems  of  policy  and  commerce,  both  in  the  old  and 
in  the  new  world,  which  the  wifdom  of  ages,  and  the 
power  of  the  greateft  nations,  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  render  permanent ;  and  it  feems  to  have  laid  the 
feeds  of  ftill  greater  revolutions  in  the  hiftory  and 
mutual  relations  of  mankind. 

*  '  •  ■  *  »  >  „  -  rj  -  » 


Unequal 


Unequal  as  we  were  to  the  talk,  and  under  all  the 
obvious  difficulties  and  difadvantages  attending  the 
writing  and  publication  of  hiftory  immediately  on  the 
heel  of  adion,  we  have  fortunately  had  no  occafion 
to  regret  our  temerity.  The  increafing  favour  We  ex¬ 
perience  from  the  public  at  home,  and  the  diftinguifhed 
reception  which  our  work  meets  with  abroad,  not 
only  in  thofe  extenfive  parts  of  the  world  where  the 
Englifh  language  is  vernacular,  but  wherever  the  ge¬ 
neral  affairs  of  mankind  are  fo  far  known  as  to  he  in¬ 
ter  efting,  and  are  admitted  to  become  fubjeds  of  free 
difcuffion,  have  fully  qualified  all  our  apprehenfions, 
and  amply  repaid  our  labours.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
inftead  of  repining  at  any  expence  of  labour  or  time. 
It  will  ever  be  our  pride  that  we  happened  to  be  the 
early  and  faithful  recorders  of  events  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude  and  celebrity,  and  that  we  have  been  at  any  pe¬ 
riod,  capable  of  producing  a  work  which  has  met 
with  fuch  general  approbation. 

The  repeated  complaints  which  have  been  made, 
relative  to  the  delay  of  the  prefent  publication,  has 
compelled  us  to  the  painful  neceffity,  of  running  more 
into  egotifm,  and  bringing  ourfelves  more  forward, 
upon  this  occafion,  than  uftial.  As  it  may  now  be 
hoped,  that  the  return  of  the  public  tranquillity  will 
afford  fome  confiderable  relaxation  of  our  labour,  (for 
we  fhall  claim  none  with  refped  to  care  and  affiduity) 
fo,  by  degrees,  a  due  punctuality  as  to  the  feafon  of 
publication  will  be  a  neceffary  confequence. 
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Re tr of feStive  view  of  affairs  in  the  Eafi,  which  led  to  the  late  alarming 
and  dangerous  fituation  of  the  Britijh  empire  in  India.  State  of  the  na¬ 
tive  powers,  with  refpeSl  to  each  other,  and  to  the  Eafl  India  Company „ 
Greatnefs  of  the  Maratta  empire ;  and  nature  of  its  power,  rejources $ 
and  government .  Infant  Ram-Rajah  depofed ',  and  a  government  of 
minifiers,  called  the  Paifhwajhip,  fubfiituted  in  his  place *  Ragonaul 
Row ,  being  obliged  to  abandon  Poonah  and  his  country,  for  the  afa. filia¬ 
tion  of  his  nephevj,  the  young  Paijhwa  files  for  refuge  to  Bombay.  Pro¬ 
test  ion  afforded  to  Ragonaut,  lays  the  foundation  of  all  the  fubfequent 
wars  vjitb  the  Mar  at  t  as.  Treaty  of  friendjhip  and  alliance  between  the 
Eafi  India  Company  and  Hyder  Ally,  concluded  at  Madras  in  the  year 
1769.  Refufai  to  furnijh  Hyder  with  the  fuccours  fiipulated  by  treaty » 
in  his  fubfequent  ruinous  war  with  the  Marattas,  efiranges  that  prince 
from  the  company ,  and  occafions  his  embracing  French  conneStions.  Treaty 
concluded  at  Bombay  with  Ragonaut  Row.  War  entered  into  with  the 
Marattas  for  his  refioration  to  power.  Ifiand  of  Salfette,  Baroach , 
and  other  places  conquered,  N reaty  of  Poonah ;  by  which  Ragonaut  is  to 
be  given  up,  and  the  new  conquefts  are  confirmed  to  ths  company .  New 
VtL.  XXV,  [ A ]  .  fyfiems 
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JyJlenis  of  policy  adopted.  Ragonaut  Row  is  fill  protected,  and  various 
intrigues  entered  into  for  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta  government  in  his 
favour.  New  demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Court  of  Pocnah,  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  which  are  to  be  deemed  violations  of  the  late  treaty .  Strong 
military  force  under  Colonel  Lejiie,  Jent  acrofs  the  continent  from  Bengal. 
Pr  oceedings  of  taat  detachment  ;  Lefie  dies ,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Colonel 
Goddard.  Propofals  for  a  treaty  with  Moodajee  Roof  a,  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  for  placing  him  at  the  head  of  the  Maratta  empire.  The  Court 
cf  Poonah  refufng  to  comply  with  the  new  demands ,  the  Britijh  ref  dent 
is  withdrawn ,  and  the  Bombay  army  landed  on  the  continent ,  in  order  to 
accompany  Ragonaut  Row  to  that  capital.  Army  being  fur  rounded,  and  all 
means  of  retreat  cut  off,  a  capitulation  takes  place.  Moderat  e  terms  impofed 
by  the  Marattas  in  the  treaty  of  PV or  gaum.  Ragonaut  Row  is  given  up, 

and  the  army  conducted  by  a  body  of  Maratta  horj'e  to  the  feu  coaff  where  it 
embarks  for  Bombay . 


THE  fuccefs  which  attended 
the  Britifh  arms  in  the  year 
1778,  by  the  taking  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  and  the  entire  redu&ion 
of  all  the  French  fettlements  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  feemed, 
along  with  the  powerful  armies  in 
the  hands  of  the  EaF  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  naval  force  defined 
to  their  fupport  under  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  fully  fufficient,  not  only 
to  fecure  their  prefent  tranquillity, 
but  to  lay  fuch  a  foundation  of 
flrength  and  profperity,  as  could 
not  eafily  be  Fiaken.  They  were 
now  freed  from  their  only  Euro¬ 
pean  competitor,  and  from  a  moil 
aitive  and  enterprizing  neighbour, 
whofe  fpirit  of  intrigue,  as  well 
as  power,  whether  in  war  or  in 
peace,  would  conFantly  afford 
matter  of  jealoufy,  if  not  of  ap- 
prehenfion;  and  as  wars  and  con¬ 
quers  had  not  originally  been 
propofed  as  the  end  of  that  infti- 
tution,  and  were  rendered  hill 
3efs  fo,  by  the  Fate  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  it  was  fuppofed,  that  it 
would  require  no  great  refinement 
in  policy,  or  in  conduit,  to  pre- 
ferve  fuch  a  balance  between  the 
native  powers,  as,  without  eq- 


gaging  much  in  their  particular 
quarrels,  would  enable  the  com* 
pany  to  become  the  arbiter  of  In¬ 
dia,  and  tend  equally  to  the  general 
tranquillity,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  their  own  fuperiority. 

It  was  accordingly  hoped  at 
home,  and  afforded  no  fmall  con* 
folation  in  the  moF  alarming  fitua- 
tion  which  w.e  had  ever  yet  expe¬ 
rienced,  that,  however  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  might  have  been  overborne,  in 
that  very  unequal  conteF  which 
Fie  was  doomed  to  fuFain  in  every 
other  quarter  of  the  globe,  yet,  that 
her  dominion  and  commerce  in  the 
£aF,  being  happily  free  from  the 
contingencies  of  v/ar.  Fill  remained 
whole  and  unimpaired ;  and  might 
prove  an  unfailing  refource  of 
wealth  and  of  Frength  in  the  word 
event. 

Such  were  the  hopes  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  fuch  perhaps  the  fpecu- 
lations  of  Fatefmen.  But  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  nations,  their  adverfity  and 
fuccefs,  often  depend  upon  unfore- 
feen  circumFances,  which  politi¬ 
cal  lagacity  cannot  always  provide 
againF.  The  experience  of  ages 
has  Fiewji,  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  keep  arms  long  unem¬ 
ployed. 
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ployed,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
have  been  accuftomed  to  ufe  them 
with  great  effect  and  advantage. 
Such  a  reftraint  requires  a  ftrong 
and  immediate  comroul ;  and  is 
not  eafily  practicable  under  a  re¬ 
mote  government.  The  abundant 
means  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the 
company’s  fervants  naturally  ten¬ 
ded  to  its  production ;  and  it  will 
not  be  doubted,  that  conqueft  and 
the  overthrow  of  hates,  are  atten¬ 
ded  with  circumltances,  which 
promife  a  full  gratification  to 
l'ome  of  the  firongeit  paffions  of  the 
human  mind. 

The  wantonnefs  and  injuftice 
attributed  to  feme  wars  undertaken 
in  India,  had  (to  the  honour  of 
the  public  feelings,  whether  the 
charges  were  ill  or  well  founded) 
been  for  fome  time  a  matter  of 
general  execration  in  England. 
The  cenfures  pafied  in  fome  in- 
ftances  by  the  company,  if  they 
did  not  fully  confirm,  at  leaf!  af¬ 
forded  a  general  fanCtion  to  the 
charges.  We  have  heretofore  had 
occasion  more  than  once  to  take 
notice  of  the  caufes,  v/hich  tend¬ 
ed  to  leffen  the  authority  of  the 
company  over  its  fervants  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  necefiarily,  their  reve¬ 
rence  for  their  employers,  and 
obedience  to  their  commands. 
But  the  company  itfelf,  in  its 
ruling  and  governing  powers  at 
home,  did  not  efcape  a  large 
portion  of  public  cenlure,  derived 
from  the  imputed  exorbitances  of 
their  fervants  abroad.  They  were 
charged  with  a  general  indecifion, 
a  deficiency  of  fpirit  and  vigour, 
and  even  fome  apparent  contra¬ 
dictions  in  their  conduCt  and  mea- 
fures.  That  they  did  not  fuffi- 
ciently  exercife  the  authority  which 
they  poffeffed.  That  they  were 


content  to  reprove  where  they 
fhould  punifh  ;  and  that  they  fruit¬ 
ed  to  the  future  obedience  of  thofe 
who  had  already  been  guilty  of 
the  molt  glaring,  pernicious,  and 
even  contemptuous  aCts  of  difobe- 
dience. 

In  full  proportion  to  the  fan* 
guine  hopes  entertained,  upon  the 
profperous  appearance  of  things, 
at  the  time  that  the  French  power 
was  annihilated  in  India,  was  the 
confirmation  and  aftoniihment 
which  firuck  the  nation,  at  that 
unexpected  and  unaccountable  re¬ 
volution  which  fo  foon  after  took 
place  in  the  affairs  of  the  compa¬ 
ny  ;  and  which,  fhaking  the  Bri- 
tiih  empire  in  the  Eafi  to  its  cen¬ 
ter,  threatened  no  lefs  than  the 
extinction  of  the  Englifh  name  in 
that  quarter  6f  the  globe.  The 
conduCt  of  the  company  and  of  its 
fervants,  became  naturally  fubjeCts 
of  public  and  private  difeuflion. 
Parliamentary  enquiries  were  in- 
fiituted,  and  have  been  long  con¬ 
tinued.  Various  reports  from  the 
committees  have  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  fuch 
is  the  complex  nature  and  im- 
menfity  of  the  matter,  the  endiefe 
variety  of  the  evidence,  with  tb£ 
difficulties  arifing  from  the  r£- 
motenefs  of  the  feene  of  aCtion, 
and  the  delays  incident  to  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedings,  that  the 
enquiries  have  not  yet  drawn  to  a 
conclufion.  The  fubjeCt  therefore 
Hill  remains  in  obfeurity. 

In  tracing  thofe  tranfaClions  and 
events  upon  the  fpot,  which  led 
to  fo  unexpected  and  alarming  a 
change  in  the  Britiih  affairs,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  retro- 
fpeCtive  as  well  as  immediate  view 
of  affairs  in  India. 

The  Marattas  and  Hyder  Ally 
[4]  2  were 
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were  the  only  native  powers  in 
India,  which  could  afford  any 
caufe  of  alarm  to  the  Britifh  inte- 
refrs.  The  one  was  the  more 
powerful,  and  tiie  other,  from  his 
great  perianal  abilities  and  quali¬ 
ties,  capable  of  being  the  more 
dangerous  enemy.  It  feemed  to 
be  the  political  intereft  of  the  Ead 
India  company,  to  foment  the  na¬ 
tural  enmity  whicii  fubfifted,  and 
the  accidental  feuds  which  were 
continually  aridng,  between  thofe 
two  neighbouring  and  rival  hates ; 
ebferving,  not  to  become  any  far¬ 
ther  a  party  in  their  difputes, 
than  might  occaiionally  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  prefervation  of  fuch  a 
balance  between  them,  as  would 
prevent  either  from  growing  too 
great  by  the  ruin  of  the  other.  It 
would  feem  that  by  fuch  a  policy 
the  animofity  of  thefe  two  formi¬ 
dable  powers,  would  in  the  end, 
by  the  exhaufture  of  their  drength 
and  activity,  prove  the  means  of 
eilablifhing  the  general  tranquillity 
of  India. 

The  warlike  nation  of  the  Ma- 
rattas  are  the  only  people  in  In¬ 
dia,  who  at  all  times  refufed  the 
Mahomedan  yoke.  The  immenfe 
power,  and  fuperiority  of  their 
enemy,  laid  them  under  a  neceffi- 
ty  of  feeding  refuge  in  the  inac- 
cefible  fadneffes  of  that  vail:  range 
cf  mountains,  which  cover  fo  great 
a  part  of  Hindoftan.  The  long 
war,  which,  under  the  conduct  of 
their  illullrious  leader,  Sevagi, 
they  fuftained,  againft  the  im- 
menfe  power,  and  great  abilities, 
as  well  as  treachery  of  Aurenge- 
zebe,  would,  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  have  afforded  a  fplendid 
'portion  of  hi  dory.  The  moun¬ 
tainous  countries  which  they  oc¬ 
cupied  for  defence,  would,  in 
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any  date  of  culture,  have  beet 
unequal  to  their  maintenance,  and 
were  totally  incapable  of  affording 
the  luppiies  neceffary  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war ;  but  the 
length,  obdinacy,  and  various 
fortune  of  the  conted,  ferved  to 
infpire  the  contempt,  as  well  as 
negledt  of  agriculture.  The  rich 
furrounding  lower  regions,  which 
had  all  fubmitted  to  the  Mogul 
power,  were  of  courfe  compelled 
in  their  turn,  as  they  happened  to 
be  more  or  lefs  effectually  guard¬ 
ed,  to  fupply  all  the  necedities  of 
the  Marattas,  and  to  provide  the 
means  of  war  as  well  as  of  fufte- 
nance.  From  thefe  caufes,  and 
the  inveterate  habits  incident  to 
them,  arofe  that  marauding  and 
predatory  difpodtion,  which,  in 
the  ufual  and  natural  courfe  of 
things,  dill  prevails,  although  the 
caufes  have  ceafed.  The  Marat- 
tas  boad  a  high  antiquity ;  and 
their  language,  which  is  a  pecu¬ 
liar  dialed  of  the  Hindoo,  and 
acknowledged  to  be  among  the 
mod  antient  in  India,  fufficiently 
juftihes  that  claim.  Thus  appears 
the  error  of  confidering  them  as 
a  lavvlefs  banditti,  or  a  fortuitous 
affemblage  of  freebooters,  united 
merely  for  the  purpofes  of  rapine. 

The  Maratta  empire  grew  to  be 
the  greated  in  India,  through  the 
decline  and  upon  the  fall  of  that  of 
the  Grand  Mogul.  Their  domi¬ 
nions,  were  vad,  their  refourCes 
great,  and  their  armies  brave  and 
numerous.  Their  conj undive  reve¬ 
nues  were  edi  mated  at  not  lefs  than 
feventeen  millions  derling,  and  their 
immenfe  cavalry  at  three  or  four 
hundred  thoufand.  But  this  sjreat 
power  was  weakened  and  rendered 
inert,  by  being  portioned  out  a- 
mong  a  number  of  princes'.  They 

all. 
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all,  however,  acknowledged  a  pa-  bable  that  lie  might  have  cond-. 
ramount  fovereignty  in  the  Ram-  dered  as  the  proper  life  of  a  mo- 
Rajah;  (who  is  fuppofed  to  have  narch,  that  date  of  eafe  and  in  fig- 
been  the  immediate  defcendant  of  nificance,  which  fo  many  princes 
Sevagi)  bat  the  degrees  of  fab-  feem  difpofed  voluntarily  to  a- 
miffion  feem  to  have  been  mea-  dopt.  The  feat  of  government 
fured  by  time  and  circum dance,  was  transferred  from  the  antient 
The  connection  and  dependence  royal  refidence  of  Sitterah,  to  Poo- 
refembled  tne  feudal  eitablilh-  nah;  and  Nana  Row,  as  well  as 
ments  in  Europe.  Some  of  the  his  fucceffors,  feem  dill  to  have 
dates  grew  too  powerful,  to  ad-  ached  under  the  fuppofed  authority 
mit  of  any  farther  fervice  than  of  the  depofed  prince,  by  their 
what  fuited  their  immediate  inte-  aiTuming  no  other  title  or  charac- 
reds ;  and  others  were  apt  to  fol-  ter  than  that  of  Paifhwa,  or  prime 
low  the  example,  who  were  lefs  minider.  From  this  change,  the 
able  to  abide  the  podible  confe-  empire  of  the  Ram-Rajah  has  been 
cpiences  of  it.  didinguidied  only  by  the  appella- 

A  revolution  in  the  court  of  the  tion  of  the  Paidnvalhip,  or  other- 
Ram-Rajah,  tended  much  to  wea-  wife  the  government  of  Poonah, 
ken  this  connection,  and  to  leffen  from  the  name  of  its  prefent  ca- 
the  reverence,  as  well  as  the  de-  pital. 

pendance  of  the  other  dates.  The  This  extraordinary  government 
weaknefs  of  a  minority,  enabled  of  miniders  became  hereditary, 
Nana  Row,  the  prime  minider,  a  and  was  for  a  time  fo  ably  con- 
man  of  abilities,  and  a  Bramin,  duCted,  that  the  empire  feemed  to 
to  feize  the  reins  of  government ;  lofe  nothing  of  its  former  power 
and  the  influence  of  that  power-  and  fplendour.  But  ambition  hav- 
ful  body  of  which  he  was  a  idem-  ing  at  length  made  its  way  in- 
ber,  ferved  effectually  to  fecure  to  the  family  of  the  miniders,  and 
and  edablifh  his  authority.  Such  in  defpite  of  the  dried  religious 
revolutions  have  at  all  times  been  principles  of  their  order,  there 
fo  frequent  in  the  eadern  world,  producing  its  ufual  baleful  effeCts, 
as  to  prevent  their  exciting  any  internal  diffentions  have  dnee  been 
extraordinary  degree  of  furprize.  the  means  of  impeding  the  aCtive 
This  revolution,  contrary  to  the  exertions,  and  of  reducing  the 
edablifhed  pradice  of  mod  ages  power  of  the  date.  Of  ail  thefe 
and  nations,  was  unftained  by  evils,  the  opportunity  which  they 
blood  ;  but  we  are  not  to  forget  afforded  to  the  extraordinary  ag- 
that  it  was  conduded  by  Bramins.  grandlzement  of  Hyder  Ally,  who 
The  ufurper  was  fatisfied  with  the  from  a  foldier  of  fortune  became 
power,  without  affuming  the  titles  the  fcourge  or  the  terror  of  all  that 
or  indgnia  of  fovereignty.  The  dde  of  India,  may  be  conddered 
infant  Ram-Rajah  was  kept  in  a  as  far  the  greated, 

.  fort  of  fplendid  confinement,  fur-  Nana  Row  was  fucceeded  by 
rounded  with  the  appendages  of  his  elded  fon  Madai,  who  dying, 
eadern  grandeur,  but  debarred  of  without  iffue,  towards  the  end  of 
all  power,  and  kept  totally  igno-  the  year  1772,  the  government, 
rant  of  budnefs.  It  is  not  impro-  as  it  was  now  fettled,  of  courfe  de~ 
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volved  to  his  younger  brother, 
Narrain  Row.  Their  uncle,  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  otherwife  known  in 
this  country  by  the  name  of  Ra- 
gaboy,  had  for  fome  years  lain 
in  clofe  confinement,  for  re¬ 
peated  plots  to  feize  upon  the  go¬ 
vernment.  Madai  Row  being  a- 
ware  of  the  youth  and  inexperi¬ 
ence  of  his  brother,  and  dreading 
the  infidious  craft  and  intrigues  of 
Ragonaut,  though  in  confinement, 
thought  that  gratitude  might  ope¬ 
rate  more  powerfully  in  retrain¬ 
ing  the  effeCl  of  that  factious  and 
turbulent  fpirit  than  the  walls  of 
a  prifon.  He  accordingly  re¬ 
leafed  Ragonaut,  placed  him  in 
an  honourable  fituation  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  joining  the  hands 
of  the  uncle  and  nephew  as  he  lay 
dying,  adjured  the  former  by  every 
human  and  facred  tie  and  autho¬ 
rity,  to  aid  the  youth  and  inexpe¬ 
rience  of  the  latter,  by  his  advice, 
affiftance,  and  protection, 

Ragonaut,  in  difcharge  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  him,  procured, 
within  lefs  than  a  year,,  the  aflaf- 
fmation  of  his  nephew;  hoping  to 
fecure  the  Paifhwafhip  in  his  own 
family,  by  the  extinction  of  that 
brother’s  line  whofe  abilities  had 
rendered  him  its  founder.  The 
confequences  were  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  fuch  as  he  merited.  The 
aCtlng  powers  of  the  ftate,  in  his 
hands,  along  with  his  perfonal 
influence,  and  the  weight  of  a 
faCtion  which  he  headed,  were  all 
incapable  pf  refi fling  that  general 
indignation,  which  fo  execrable  a 
deed  excited  among  the  Marattas. 
He  with  difficulty  efcaped  the 
public  vengeance*  by  abandoning 
his  country,  and  flying  for  refuge 
to  Bombay.  The  protection  af¬ 
forded  to  him,  with  the  attempts 


made,  and  the  continued  intrigues 
and  plots  carried  on,  for  forcing 
him  into  the  government  of  a 
great  people,  in  direCt  contradict 
tion  to  their  own  will  and  liking, 
laid  the  foundation  for  all  thofe 
wars  and  troubles,  which  have 
fince  taken  place  between  the 
Englifh  and  the  Marattas. 

Notwithiianding  the  Ioffes  fuR 
tained  from  without,  through  their 
intefline  diffentions  and  domeflic 
troubles,  the  Poonah  Marattas  are 
foil  a  great  and  powerful  people ; 
their  dominions,  including  thofe 
of  the  tributary  and  feudatory 
princes  immediately  depending  on 
them,  are  of  a  wide  extent ;  and 
they  can  bring  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful  armies  into  the  field.  But 
thefe  being  compofed  almofi  en¬ 
tirely  of  cavalry,  are  neceffarily 
fubjeCt  to  the  defeCts,  to  which 
that  powerful  arm  of  military  force 
is  liable  when  employed  fingly ; 
and  being  conflituted  on  the  fame 
principles  with  the  ancient  feudal 
armies  of  Europe,  they  are  like- 
wife  fubjeCt  to  all  the  difad  van¬ 
tages  of  that  fyfiem*  They  ruffi 
eagerly  into  the  field  at  the  call  of 
their  refpeClive  chiefs,  and  fweep. 
every  thing  before  them  like  a. 
tempefl  in  their  progrefs ;  but  it 
is  the  univerfal  praCtice  of  the  Ma? 
rattas,  as  foon  as  the  expedition 
is  ended,  to  return  home  with  the 
fpoil ;  fome  bodies  only  excepted, 
which  are  peculiarly  deflined  to 
attend  the  perfbns  of  their  princes. 
They  may,  however,  be  fum- 
moned  again  in  a  few  days,  and 
will  affemble  with  the  fame  ala¬ 
crity  as  before.  It  may  be  eafily 
feen,  what  great  advantages  this 
conflitution  of  their  armies,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  want  of  infantry, 
inuft  afford  to  the  unceafing  efforts 
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of  regular  forces;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  latter  can  fcarcely 
hope  to  proted  open  countries  from 
their  ravages.  The  wars  of  the 
antient  Parthians  throw  no  fmall 
light  on  the  oppofite  advantages 
and  difadvantages  in  both  cafes. 
The  prefent  ufe  of  artillery,  how¬ 
ever,  inclines  the  fcale  heavily 
on  the  fide  of  a  mixed  and  regular 
force. 

The  Rajah  of  Berar  Hands  next 
to  the  Poonah  Marattas,  with  re- 
fped  to  power  and  extent  of  domi¬ 
nions  ;  and  is  in  fad  too  great  and 
independant,  to  owe  any  farther 
acknowledgment  to  that  court, 
than  what  his  immediate  interefls 
didate,  and  the  remains  of  an¬ 
tient  attachment  might  poflibly 
excite.  He  has  befides  claims  to 
the  fuccefiion  of  that  fovereignty 
which  tend  ftrongly  to  difunion ; 
he  being  lineally  defcended  from 
the  family  of  the  Ram  Rajah ;  and 
the  depofed  elder  line,  as  is  appre¬ 
hended,  now  extind. 

Sindia  and  Holkar,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  defcended  from 
Hindoo  kings  of  the  higheft  an¬ 
tiquity,  all'o  poflfefs  very  conflde- 
rable  and  valuable  territories.— 
Thefe  princes  have  entered  deeply 
int  the  late  and  prefent  politics 
of  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  and  find 
it  more  flattering  to  their  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  more  conducive  to  their 
fecurity  and  interefls,  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  general  greatnefs  of 
the  empire,  and  to  prefide  at  the 
head  of  that  ariftocracy,  which, 
fince  the  aflaflination  of  Narrain 
Row,  guides  all  its  councils,  than  by 
taking  any  advantage  of  its  tem¬ 
porary  weaknefs,  to  aim  at  a  pre¬ 
carious  independency,  under  the  re- 
flridions  of  a  circumfcribed  power 
in  their  own  dominions.  We  have 
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already  Ihewn,  that  the  numerous 
other  Maratta  flates  are  guided  by 
circumflance  and  occafion,  in  their 
attachment  to,  or  dependance  on, 
the  court  of  Poonah.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
general  principle  of  union,  except¬ 
ing  that  of  felf-defence,  fubfiits 
at  prefent  among  the  Maratta 
Hates ;  and  it  would  therefore  feem, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  fome  com¬ 
mon  danger  reaching  to  the  whole, 
could  dired  their  united  powers 
to  any  one  point  of  adion.  Happy 
it  is,  to  the  European  and  Mabo- 
medan  interefls  in  India,  that  the 
force  of  this  vafl  and  warlike  em¬ 
pire  is  fo  divided. 

It  will  here  be  neceflary  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  fituation  in 
which  the  company  Hood  for  fome 
years  back,  with  refped  to  their 
other  powerful  and  formidable 
neighbour  Hyder  Ally.  When 
that  bold  and  enterprizing  prince 
brought  the  war,  which  had  been 
commenced  againfl  him,  to  a  for¬ 
tunate  iffue  in  the  year  1769;  and 
when,  in  the  height  of  fuccefs, 
he  perfonally  didated  equitable 
terms  of  peace  to  the  company  at 
the  gates  of  Madras,  a  treaty  of 
friendfhip  and  alliance  was  then, 
in  the  firmed  manner,  concluded 
between  the  late  contending  par¬ 
ties,  By  this  treaty  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  contrading  parties 
fhould  mutually  aflifl  each  other, 
againfl  any  enemy  that  fhould  at¬ 
tack  either ;  a  claufe  evidently 
pointed  againfl  the  Marattas,  and 
undoubtedly  fo  underftood  and 
verbally .  explained  on  both  fides, 
although  any  particular  fpecifica- 
tion  of  them  in  the  written  inftru- 
mentvvas  prudently  omitted. 

Hyder,  with  that  fagacity  and 
forefight  which  diflinguiflies  his 
[A]  4  cha- 
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character,  determined  to  make  an 
early  difcovery,  of  the  degree  of 
reliance  and  value,  which  was  to 
be  placed  on  the  fahh,  and  the 
friendship  of  his  new  ally.  He 
accordingly,  on  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  war  with  the  Marattas, 
which  immediately  after  broke  out, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  of 
Madras,  requiring,  that,  confid¬ 
ently  with  the  friendfhip  and  regard 
fubftiHng  between  them,  and  for 
the  good  appearance  thereof  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  he  would, 
for  fo  rn  fake,  lend  an  officer  with 
a  battalion  of  ftja:  oys  to  his  affift- 
ance.  A  compliance  with  this 
requisition  was  evaded,  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  war  with  the 
Marattas,  as  another  proportion 
made  by  Hyder  at  the  lame  time 
was,  upon  the  ground  of  impro¬ 
priety,  in  adopting  a  meafure  of 
confequence  without  confuting  the 
other  prefidencies. 

Before  the  war  had  continued 
quite  a  year,  the  Marattas  having 
broken  upon  different  lides  into 
Hyder’s  dominions,  and  taken  fe- 
veral  of  his  forts,  he  wrote  ano¬ 
ther  letter  to  Madras  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  March  1770,  in  which 
he  fiated,  that  in  corilideration  of 
the  union  between  them,  his  army 
and  artillery  were  their  own ;  that 
notwithstanding  he  had  a  right  to 
confides*  theirs  in  the  fame  light, 
yet,  if  they  would  only  fend  a  Small ' 
force  to  join  and  act  in  concert 
with  him,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  appearance  of  connection,  he 
would  require  no  more.  But,  at 
the  lame  time,  the  Britifh  agents 
in  Hyder’s  camp  informed  the  pre¬ 
sidency,  that  he  was  very  earned 
in  his  defire  of  a  more  effective  aid 
than  what  he  mentioned  in  his 
letter,  and  that  he  had  commif- 
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fioned  them  to  acquaint  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  council,  that  as  he  Should, 
on  his  part,  punctually  maintain 
the  ItriCt  friendfhip  between 
them,  he  expected  they  would, 
in  conformity  thereto,  fupply  him 
wrh  a  body  of  troops;  and  that 
he  was  eyen  willing  to  pay  a  fpe-? 
cified  fum  of  money  to  defray  the 
expence  of  their  fervice,  in  order 
to  obyiate  any  failure  of  the  per¬ 
formance  on  their  fide.  Thefe 
gentlemen,  from  themfelves,  re¬ 
marked,  that  if  this  requifition  was 
not  complied  with,  they  much 
feared,  that  Hyder’s  former  indif- 
pofition  to  the  company  would 
again  return. 

Thefe  applications  produced  no 
more  effeCt  at  Madras  than  the 
former.  The  Marattas,  under  the 
conduCt  of  Madai  Row,  lo  totally 
overpowered  Hyder  in  this  war, 
that  his  ruin  was  deemed  inevitable. 
Unable  to  face  them  in  the  field, 
they  were  mailers  of  all  the  open 
country,  and  his  Sirongeff  fortreffes 
were  barely  capable  of  affording  re¬ 
fuge  and  protection  to  his  troops. 
Thus  Shut  up,  and  all  cultivation  at 
an  end  in  his  dominions,  it  feemed 
evident,  that  however  'excellently 
his  magazines  were  provided,  fa¬ 
mine  mult  foon  accomplish,  what 
the  want  of  infantry  and  a  good  ar¬ 
tillery  had  hitherto  prevented  the 
Marattas  from  effecting. 

In  this  Hate  of  neceSiity  and 
danger,  Hyder,  of  courfe,  made 
repeated  applications  to  his  new 
allies  for  the  performance  of  their 
engagements ;  Slating  the  advan¬ 
tages  to  be  derived  Srom  their  alli¬ 
ance  with  him,  and  Strongly  urg¬ 
ing  the  danger,  if  not  ruin,  to 
themfelves  and  to  the  whole  pe~ 
ninfula,  which  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Marattas,  in  the  accomplishment 
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of  their  ambitious  views  upon  him, 
would  inevitably  produce.  Va¬ 
rious  pretences  for  a  noncompli¬ 
ance  with  thefe  requisitions  were 
ftill  found;  and  it  appears  upon 
the  whole,  tnat  evaflon  and  pro¬ 
crastination  were  the  only  princi¬ 
ples  of  conduct  adopted  with  ie- 
i'pedt  to  Hyder  Ally  at  Madras. 
It  is  not  impossible,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  the  Nabob  of  Argot 
polfefled  in  that  prefidcncy,  and 
the  inveterate  perional  animoflty 
which  he  bore  to  Hyder  All), 
might  have  had  no  fmail  effect 
with  refpedt  to  this  conduct.  It 
is  certain,  that  the  nabob  at  all 
times  urged  an  alliance  with  the 
Marattas  again  It  Hyder. 

The  fortune  of  Hyder  Ally  at 
length  triumphed  over  all  his 
dangers  and  enemies.  It  feems 
probable,  that  the  declining  health 
of  Madai  Row  contributed  to  fave 
him  from  destruction ;  and  that 
the  anxious  folicitude  of  that 
chief  to  leave  his  young  brother 
Narrain  in  a  State  of  foreign,  as 
well  as  domefiic,  tranquillity?  was 
what  enabled  Hyder  to  obtain  a 
peace  upon  tolerable  terms,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  friend 
or  ally,  in  the  month  of  July 
1772.  The  fubfequent  diSTentions 
and  troubles  of  the  Marattas,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  war  in  which  they 
were  unexpectedly  involved  with 
Bombay,  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  Hyder,  riot  only  to  recover  all 
the  territories  which  he  had  given 
up  by  the  peace,  but  greatly  to 
increaSe  his  power  and  dominion 
by  new  conquelts.  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed,  after  that  failure,  if  not 
breach  of  public  engagement  and 
faith,  which  Hyder  had  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  hour  of  danger,  that 
he  could  again  look  with  friend- 
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Ship  or  cordiality  to  Madras.  He 
was,  however,  too  good  a  flatef- 
man  to  declare  his  Sentiments 
wantonly;  and  flill  preferved  a 
civil,  but  cool  intercourfe.  In 
this  Slate  of  things  he  naturally 
fell  in  with  France,  by  whom  he 
was  liberally  Supplied  with  artil¬ 
lery,  arms,  ammunition,  and  all 
thole  military  neccflaries,  which 
enabled  him  in  a  very  Short  time 
to  renew  the  war  with  fo  much 
fuccefs  and  advantage  againfl  the 
Marattas.  Tnat  politic  nation 
Saw  the  infinite  advantage  that 
might  be  derived  from  his  friend¬ 
ship  in  their  future  defigns  upon 
the  Carnatic.  Their  officers'  were 
permitted,  if  not  encouraged,  to 
enter  into  his  Service;  to  train 
his  armies,  and  to  form  a  power¬ 
ful  artillery  upon  the  European 
model.  Thefe  opportunities  of 
advantage  were  not  lofi  upon  him, 
who  was  indefatigable  in  the  pro- 
cefs  and  completion  of  that  mili¬ 
tary  Syfiem,  which  was  to  render 
him  the  moft  formidable  prince  in 
I  ndia.- 

As  the  condudl  at  Madras  had 
thus  Sacrificed  the  friend  Ship  and 
alliance  of  Hyder  Ally,  fo  Bom- 
1  :y  was  no  lels  Successful  in  efia- 
bliihing  the  enmity  of  the  Ma- 
rattas.  A  man  of  Ragonaut  Row’s 
character  could  not  be  SuppoSed* 
Slack  in  making  any  conceliions, 
however  diflionourable  or  ruinous 
to  his  -country,  which  could  tend 
to  the  restoration  of  his  power. 
Bombay  was  dazzled  by  the  Splen¬ 
did  idea  of  naming  a  lovereign  for 
the  great  naiion  of  the  Marattas  ; 
and  nothing  cou  d  be  more  flat¬ 
tering  than  the  expectation  of 
that  Sovereign’s  being  their  own 
immediate'  instrument  and  vaffal. 
By  the  treaty  with  Ragonaut  Row, 
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befides  other  great  advantages, 
Rich  an  extent  of  territory  was  to 
be  ceded  ,  to  the  company,  as 
would  at  leaft  have  rendered  the 
government  of  Bombay  equal  to 
the  fupport  of  their  own  civil  and 
military  eftablifhment,  without  be¬ 
ing  any  longer  a  conflant  drain 
to  Bengal.  Under  the  fever  ex¬ 
cited  by  thefe  profpe&s,  Bombay 
entered  haftily  into  a  war  with 
the  Marattas,  without  waiting 
for  the  counfei  or  approbation  of 
the  fuperior  prefidency  at  Cal¬ 
cutta. 

The  Marattas  were  already  lo 
much  incenfed  at  the  afylum  af¬ 
forded  to  Ragcnaut  Row,  and 
Rill  more  at  the  affumed  inter¬ 
ference  in  their  private  and  family 
difputes,  that  they  could  not  fail 
of  an  equal  promptitude  for  the 
encounter.  Sudden  invasion,  how¬ 
ever,  gave  great  advantages  to 
Bombay ;  and  the  operations  of 
the  war  being  in  the  beginning 
confined  to  the  fea  coafls,  they  de¬ 
rived  no  lefs  from  the  prompt  fer- 
vice  of  their  marine  and  artillery. 
The  liege  of  Baroach  was  diftin- 
guiihed  by  the  fall  of  that  brave 
and  excellent  officer.  Col.  Wed- 
derburne ;  a  lofs  fo  feverely  felt  by 
the  company,  that  it  may  well  be 
queitioned,  whether  the  conquefis 
made  in  the  war  were  to  be  confi- 
dered  in  any  degree  as  an  equiva¬ 
lent.  The  exceffes  committed  on 
the  taking  of  that  rich  city,  tar- 
ffilhed  the  glory  which  the  valour 
difplayed  by  the  troops  would 
otherwife  have  merited.  The 
filand  of  Salfette,  after  a  brave 
defence,  was  afterwards  reduced, 
but  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
Bombay  marine  was  highly  diliin- 
guilhed  on  this  occasion,  and  had 
a  principal  fhare  in  the  fuccds, 
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Other  acquifitions  were  afterwards 
made  on  the  continent ;  but  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Keating,  extending  its  operations 
too  far  inland,  was  defeated  by 
the  Marattas. 

Upon  the  new  powers  granted 
by  parliament  to  the  government 
of  Bengal,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
three  gentlemen  from  England, 
in  Oftober  1774,  who  were  to 
complete  and  give  energy  to  the 
fupreme  council,  a  confiderable 
change  took  place  for  fome  time 
in  the  affairs  of  India.  The  new¬ 
ly  arrived  gentlemen  totally  re¬ 
probated  the  Maratta  war,  as  well 
as  fome  others  which  had  been 
lately  conduced  in  other  parts ; 
and  as  totally  condemned  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Bombay,  as  well  with  re- 
fpefl  to  the  nature  of  the  meafure, 
as  to  their  adopting  it  without  the 
participation  or  counfei  of  the 
prefidency  of  Calcutta.  The 
treaty  with  Ragobah  was  not  only 
condemned,  but  difavowed ;  and 
Col.  Upton  was  fent  acrofs  the 
continent  of  India  to  Poonah,  in 
order  to  negociate  an  honourable 
peace,  and  a  renewal  of  friendfhip 
with  the  Marattas. 

Col.  Upton  was  five  months  on 
his  journey  to  Poonah,  during 
which  he  traverfed  feveral  of  the 
interior  countries  of  India,  which 
had  been  hitherto  untrodden  by 
Europeans.  We  fhould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  birth  of  a  pofthu- 
mous  fon  to  Narrain  Row,  had 
fruflrated  the  deiign  of  Ragonaut, 
in  endeavouring;  to  extinguiffi  his 
brother’s  line.  The  infant  was  im¬ 
mediately  declared  Paifhwa ;  and 
Saccarimi  Pundit,  with  Nana  Fur- 
nefe,  were  appointed  adting  mini- 
hers  and  regents,  to  conduct  the 
public  bufinefs  in  his  name.  In 
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the  mean  time,  the  induftry  of  the 
agents  from  Ragonaut  and  Bom¬ 
bay,  operating  upon  the  ambi¬ 
tious  views,  and  perfonal  jealou- 
iies  or  diffatis  factions  of  the  gran¬ 
dees,  kept  the  government  in  a 
conftant  ferment,  and  rendered 
languid,  or  entirely  baffled,  the 
neceffary  exertions  againft  their 
foreign  enemies. 

Though  the  immediate  refent- 
xnents  of  the  Marattas,  at  fil'd 
raifed  difficulties  in  Upton’s  ne- 
gociation ;  yet,  torn  to  pieces  as 
they  were  by  fa&ions  at  home,  and 
oppreiTed  on  all  iides  by  enemies 
abroad,  he  had  the  fortune  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  them,  on 
terms  fo  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  company,  as  feems 
fcarcely  to  be  accounted  for  even 
by  thefe  circumftances.  The 
treaty  of  Poonah,  otherwife  called 
the  Poorunder,  was  ratified  on  the 
fir  ft  of  March,  1776.  By  this 
treaty,  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  with 
the  territory  of  Baroach,  and  fome 
other  diftri&s  in  the  Guzerat  pro¬ 
vinces,  were  not  only  ceded  in 
perpetuity  to  the  company,  but 
the  Marattas  agreed  to  indemnify 
the  authors  of  the  war  from  its 
expences,  by  the  payment  of  about 
*50,000!.  at  fixed  terms;  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  which,  lands  to  a 
much  greater  value  were  aftigned 
in  mortgage.  They  farther  agreed 
to  affign  a  fixed  provifion,  {unable 
to  his  rank,  and  even  pretenfions, 
but  as  a  private  member  of  the 
community,  for  the  fupport  of 
P.agonaut  Row ;  who  was  in  re¬ 
turn  immediately  to  quit  Bom¬ 
bay,  and  to  fix  his  future  reftdence 
jn  a  remote  part  of  the  Maratta 
dominions,  where  diftance  and  fitu- 
ation  would  be  fome  bar  to  his  in¬ 
terfering  in  the  affairs  of  govern-* 


ment,  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
contracted  on  the  fide  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  that  no  protection  or  aflift- 
ance  whatever  ftiould  in  future  be 
given,  either  to  Ragonaut  Row,  or 
to  any  other  fubjeCt  or  fervant  of 
the  Maratta  ftate,  who  Ihould  at¬ 


tempt  to  excite  difturbance  or  re¬ 
bellion  in  their  dominions. 

After  conceflions  fo  exceedingly 
advantageous  and  flattering  to  the 
company,  and  which  evidently 
proceeded  from  a  defire  of  cement¬ 
ing  friendfhip  and  good-will,  ra^ 
ther  than  from  any  abfolute  weak- 
nefs  or  diftrefs,  the  Marattas  feem- 
ed  to  have  a  right  to  expeCt  peace, 
good  faith,  and  good  neighbour¬ 
hood,  at  leaft,  in  return. 

But  the  affairs  of  India  were 
doomed  foon  to  undergo  another 
change,  and  to  affume  a  new  af- 
pedl.  The  three  gentlemen  who 
had  arrived  from  England  to  fill 
up  the  fuperintending  government 
of  Bengal,  and  who,  along  with 
the  governor  general,  and  another 
old  member  of  that  prefidency, 
compofed  the  fupreme  council  of 
India,  differed  almoft  entirely 
with  the  two  latter,  in  th'eir  opi- 
.nions  relative  to  public  conduCfc, 
and  their  ideas  of  the  policy  to  be 
purfued  by  the  company. .  Peace 
with  the  country  powers,  along 
with  an  inviolable  obfervation  of 
public  faith,  and  a  ftriCt  attention 
to  juftice  in  all  tranfaCtions  with 
the  natives,  feemed  to  be  the  prin-r 
ciples  of  th^ir  fyftem  of  govern-* 
ment.  Great  heats  a  role,  and! 
frequent  differences  prevailed  in 
the  council,  but  the  new  members 
forming  a  majority,  were  for  a 
time  enabled  to  carry  all  quef-r- 
tions.  The  death  of  Col.  Monfoa 
in  1776,  and  of  Gen.  Clavering 
in  the  following  year,  totally 

changed 
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changed  this  date  of  affairs.  New 
jaeafures  and  new  fy items  of  po¬ 
licy  were  adopted,  and  the  old 
exploded  or  done  away,  with  a 
contempt  and  eagernefs  fuited  to 
the  heats  and  vexatious  alterca¬ 
tions  which  they  had  formerly  ex¬ 
cited. 

The  negociation  with  the  Ma- 
irattas,  and  the  confequent  treaty 
of  Poonah,  were  entirely  the  work 
of  the  late  majority  in  the  fupreme 
council;  and  had  been  conduced 
and  carried  into  execution,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  known,  if  mot  avowed 
fenfe  of  the  then  minority.  The 
public  condemnation  of  the  war 
entered  into  by  the  prefidency  of. 
Bombay,  the  difavowing  of  their 
treaty  with  Ragaboy,,  and  the 
marked  contempt  fhewn  in  con¬ 
cluding  a  peace  without  their  par¬ 
ticipation  or  counfel,  could  not 
but  greatly  irritate  that  body  ;  and 
ferved  to  rivet  them  kill  falter  in 
their  attachment  to  that  extraor¬ 
dinary  fyftem  which  they  were 
punning  with  Ragonaut.  They 
accordingly  contrived  every  poffi- 
ble  obstacle  to  the  performance  cf 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty ;  and 
the  dm  pie  ad  of  proclaiming  the 
peace  was  fo  managed,  as  to  throw 
an  affront  upon  the  Maratta  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  fubfequent  revolution  which 
took  place  in  the  politics  of  the 
government  of  Bengal,  coincided 
perfedly  with  the  refentments  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  prefidency  of  Bom¬ 
bay.,  They  accordingly  took  up, 
with  frefh  ardour,  their  late  de¬ 
graded  fyftem,  of  procuring  a  re¬ 
volution  in  the  Maratta  ftate; 
and  war,  intrigue,  and  conqueft, 
became  the  predominant  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Bombay  government. 

Ragonaut  Row  either  was,  or 
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pretended  to  be,  afraid  to  truk 
his  perfon  in  the  hands  of  the 
Marattas.  He  was  accordingly 
kill  retained  and  proteded  at . 
Bombay;  whilft  his  emiffaries  and 
partizans,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  the  Britifh  refidents  at  the 
court  of  Poonah,  were  indefati¬ 
gable  in  their  endeavours  to  fo¬ 
ment  diffention  in  the  Maratta 
government. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1777, 
Monk  Si.  L  ubin  endeavoured  to 
negociate  a  treaty  on  the  part  of 
France  with  the  court  of  Poonah  ; 
as  a  Mr.  Bolts  did  about  the  fame 
time  on  that  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany.  Thefe  circum  fiances, 
particularly  the  former,  afforded  a 
new  ground,  which  was  eagerly 
occupied,  for  the  fupport  of  Raga- 
boy,  and  the  accompli ftiment  of 
the  wifhed-for  revolution  in  the 
Maratta  government.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  a  difeon- 
tented  party  at  Poonah  entered 
into  fome  negociation  with  the 
Bombay  refidents'  at  that  court, 
for  the  advancement  of  Ragonaut 
to  power.  Their  propofals  were 
eagerly  embraced  at  Bombay;  the 
agents  were  ordered  to  accede  to 
them,  to  affure  the  malcontents  of 
fupport,  and  to  bring  the  treaty 
with  them  to  an  immediate  con- 
clufion.  At  the  fame  time,  dis¬ 
patches  were  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  the  fupreme  council  at 
Calcutta,  acquainting  them  with 
what  had  been  determined,  and 
requiring  their  acquiescence  and 
affillance.  It  appears  from  fubfe¬ 
quent  events,  that  the  Britilh 
agents  were  in  feveral  inftances 
egregiouily  milled  by  the  adhe¬ 
rents  of  Ragonaut,  or  whatever 
other  perfons  they  communicated 
with  at  the  court  of  Poonah;  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly  with  refpedb  to  the  fup- 
pofed  French  alliance,  the  Hate 
of  parties,  with  tht  number  and 
power  of  the  malcontents ;  all  of 
them  matters  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
demanded  the  niced  enquiry  and 
the  mod  exadl  information.  But 
their  intelligence  being  fuch  as 
was  wilhed,  it  was  willingly  cre¬ 
dited  at  Bombay. 

-r  ,  The  fupreme  coun- 
r  2|  cii  greatly  approved  of, 
//l*  and  immediately  rati¬ 
fied,  the  meafures  adopted  at 
Bombay.  And  to  enable  that  pre- 
fidency  effectually  to  carry  the 
fcheme  into  execution,  fent  them 
an  extraordinary  fupply  of  ten 
lacks  of  rupees ;  and  refolved  to 
affd  them  with  a  military  force. 
But  the  governor-general,  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  intelligence,  had 
drawn  up  and  laid  before  the 
council  a  new  treaty  of  peace, 
which  he  propofed  to  be  concluded 
with  the  Marattas ;  and  was  in¬ 
tended  to  fupply  the  defeats,  which 
he  attributed  to  the  treaty  of  Poo- 
nah.  By  the  conditions  now  pro¬ 
pofed,  and  which  were  to  be  laid 
down  as  the  only  terms  that  could 
preferve  peace  to  the  Marattas, 
they  were  to  give  fuch  fecurity  for 
the  perfonal  fafety  of  Ragonaut 
Row,  as  he  himfelf  fhould  require. 
— That  they  lhould  pay  a  fpecific 
fum  of  money  to  reimburse  the 
company  thofe  military  charges 
which  might  be  incurred  by  the 
interpofition  in  his  favour,— That 
they  fhould  cede  the  fortrefs  and 
ifland  of  Balfein  in  perpetuity  to 
the  company. — -That  they  fhould 
make  other  fpecified  grants  and 
exchanges  of  lands  on  the  conti¬ 
nent, — And,  that  no  European 
fettlement  be  allowed  on  any  of 
the  maritime  coafU  of  the  Maratta 


dominions,  without  the  confent  of 
the  fupreme  council  previoudy  ob¬ 
tained. 

The  arbitrary  and  imperious  tone 
of  thefe  demands  in  general  is  fuf- 
dciently  obvious  ;  but  the  lad, 
feems  to  be  an  extraordinary  con¬ 
dition,  to  be  propofed  to  a  Sove¬ 
reign  and  powerful  date.  This 
propofed  plan  of  a  treaty,  as  well 
as  the  meafures  adopted  in  fup- 
porting  the  defigns  of  Bombay, 
were  warmly  oppofed  in  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  were  carried  through  by 
the  governor-general’s  caking  voice 
only;  which  was  for  fome  time 
the  cafe,  with  refpeCt  to  all  the 
meafures  purlued  for  a  renewal  of 
the  Maratta  war.  A  resolution  to 
the  following  purport  was  at  dm 
annexed  to  the  conditions,  but  af¬ 
terwards  withdrawn  :  —  That  the 
propofals  fhould  be  conveyed  by 
letter  to  the  Paidivva;  that  his  an- 
fwer  be  required,  without  condi¬ 
tion  or  referve,  to  each  article; 
and  that  this  government  fhall  take 
its  final  refolution,  to  abide  by  the 
treaty,  as  it  fhall  hand  confirmed 
by  his  anfwer,  or  to  condder  it  as 
annulled  and  invalidated. 

The  fuppofed  negotiation  at 
Poonah  with  Ragonaut  Row’s 
party  paffed  away  ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
clear,  that  there  was  any  fufficient 
ground  for  entertaining  the  idea. 
It  was  not  a  little  curious,  that 
the  rage  of  war  feemed  to  abate  m 
Bombay,  in  proportion  as  it  was 
amply  endowed  with  the  neceffary 
means  and  authority.  But  if  it 
flackened  there,  it  appeared  elfe- 
where  in  full  vigour.  Various 
fchemes  againft  the  Marattas  were 
agitated  in  the  fupreme  council ; 
but  the  grand  objedt  of  policy,  to 
which  all  the  others  were  not  only 
fubordinace,  but  in  fpme  indances 
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Intended  merely  as  blinds,  was 
long  referved,  and  not  only  kept 
back  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
preiidency  of  Bombay,  but  from 
that  of  the  fupreme  council  in  ge¬ 
neral. 

New  inftruSions  were  fent  to 
Bombay,  containing  peremptory 
demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Ma¬ 
ra  tta.s  ;  thefe  were  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  conditions  held  out 
in.  the  propofed  plan  for  a  new 
treaty ;  the  refufal  to  comply 
with  any  one  of  them,  was  to  be 
confdered  and  declared  as  a  direCt 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Poonah; 
and  they  were  accompanied  with 
menaces,  which,  among  all  equal 
fates,  would  be  regarded  as  tanta¬ 
mount  to  a  declaration  of  war. 
In  cafe  of  non-compliance  on  the 
fide  of  the  court  of  Poonah,  (which 
undoubtedly  was  expeCted)  a  wide 
difcretionary  power  was  given  to 
the  preiidency  of  Bombay,  for  en¬ 
tering  into  a  new  alliance  with 
Ragonaut  Row,  and  for  engaging 
in  fuch  meafures  with  him,  as 
Ihould  appear  mod  expedient  for 
the  retrieving  of  his  affairs.  They, 
however,  received  an  intimation, 
that  Ragonaut  was  to  be  regarded 
in  a  very  fecondary  point  of  view, 
with  refpeCt  to  feme  great  objects 
of  policy,  which  were  not  ex¬ 
plained. 

-b.  ^ 

Nothing  could  more  ftrongly 
fhew  the  difpofition  of  the  court 
of  Poonah,  to  adhere  inviolably 
to  the  conditions  of  the  late  peace, 
and  even  to  live  upon  terms  of 
good  neighbourhood  and  friend¬ 
ship  with  the  company,  than  its 
fubmitting  fo  far  with  refpeCt  to 
the  injurious  apprehensions  of  the 
public  faith  held  out  by  Rago- 
naut,  as  to  give  up  the  point  of 
his  refiding  in  the  Maratta  domi¬ 


nions  ;  and  further  offering,  that 
if  he  would  refide  in  Benares,  un¬ 
der  the  Englilh  protection,  and  at 
that  time  the  molt  delightful  as 
well  as  the  molt  learned  city  in 
India,  but  where  from  fituation 
and  diftance  he  would  be  rendered 
incapable  of  mifehief,  they  would 
in  that  cafe  pay  an  annuity  of 
five  lacks  of  rupees,  amounting  to 
about  60,000  1.  Iterling  a  year,  in 
ready  money,  for  his  maintenance 
and  fupport  during  life.  But  this 
offer  could  operate  nothing  in  re- 
flraining  the  ruling  paffion  for 
war. 

The  fupreme  council  formed 
the  bold  determination  of  fending 
a  ftrong  military  force,  with  a 
confiderable  train  of  artillery,  by 
land  to  Bombay ;  being  nearly 
from  one  extremity  of  India  to 
the  other.  In  this  courfe,  they 
were  not  only  to  traverfe  coun¬ 
tries  hitherto  unexplored,  and  en¬ 
counter  difficulties  of  whofe  extent 
and  nature  no  eilimate  could  be 
formed,  but  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  their  way,  lay 
through  the  Maratta  countries, 
which  they  could  not  but  expeCt  to 
find  hoftile  from  fuch  a  violation 
of  territory,  independant  of  the 
jealoufies  already  fubfifling,  and 
of  the  fufpicions  which  muft  una¬ 
voidably  be  emertained,  with  re¬ 
fpeCt  to  the  objects  of  fo  extraordN 
nary  an  undertaking. 

This  detachment  fet  out  under 
the  condu£t  of  Colonel  Leflie  ;  and 
was  flrengthened,  befides  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  by  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
under  Colonel  Goddard,  and  by 
500  Candahar  horfe,  which  were 
fupplied  by  the  vizir,  fon  and  fuc- 
ceffor  of  Sujah  Dowlah  in  that 
tide,  as  well  as  in  the  Soubahffiip 
of  Oude.  The  whole  effective 
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force,  officers  included,  was  fome- 
thing  under  7000  men;  but  in  the 
true  ftile  of  eaftern  armies,  they 
were  incumbered  with  fuch  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  futlers,  fervants,  and  va¬ 
rious  retainers,  that  the  camp,  at 
the  outfet,  contained  above  38,000 
perfons. 

This  body  began  to  move  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Corah  and  Al¬ 
lahabad  in  the  beginning  of  April, 
and  arrived  at  the  Jumna,  which 
forms  the  Maratta  boundary  on 
that  fide,  about  the  middle  of 
May,  1778.  They  puffed  the  ri¬ 
ver  in  boats,  under  the  fire  of  their 
artillery,  notwithftanding  the  op- 
pofition  of  the  Maratta  ftates  in 
that  quarter;  and  after  a  Ikirmifti 
with  the  enemy’s  horfe  on  the 
other  fide,  which  they  obliged, 
without  much  lofs,  to  difperfe  or 
retire,  found  the  town  and  fort  of 
Calpy  totally  abandoned,  neither 
garrifon  nor  a  fingle  inhabitant  re¬ 
maining. 

They  continued  at  Calpy  to  the 
beginning  of  June,  and  on  the 
firft  day’s  march  from  thence,  are 
laid  to  have  loft  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men  of  all  forts, 
who  died  raving  mad,  under  the 
preffure  of  the  exceffive  heat,  and 
the  want  of  water.  One  of  the 
beft  officers  in  the  army  loft  his 
life  on  that  dav,  and  feveral  others 
only  recovered,  after  experiencing 
long  illnefs  and  great  danger.  If 
the  Marattas  could  have  foreleen 
the  unaccountable  condufl  that 
brought  on  this  misfortune,  the 
whole  army  muft  have  penfhed ; 
but  to  their  great  furprize  and  in¬ 
finite  joy,  they  found  the  wells 
open,  and  the  water  plentiful  and 
pure,  at  the  place  where  they 
halted  on  the  evening  of  this  dread¬ 
ful  day. 
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They  afterwards  fpent  about 
three  months  in  the  Diamond 
country  of  Bundelchund,  where 
they  entered  deeply  into  fome  dif- 
putes  relative  to  the  fucceffion, 
which  then  prevailed  in  the  family 
of  the  late  Rajah.  The  nature 
and  iffue  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  are 
not,  and  probably  never  will  be 
well  understood.  During  this  time, 
they  furprized  and  facked,  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  warrantable 
caufe,  the  city  of  Mow,  which  was 
under  the  protection  of  the  Marat¬ 
tas.  The  reftftance  was,  however, 
fo  confiderable,  though  the  forti¬ 
fications  were  out  of  all  condition, 
and  the  attack  made  in  the  night, 
that  public  thanks  were  iffued  to 
the  troops  for  their  good  conduct 
and  bravery.  Upon  Leflie’s  death, 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  the 
command  devolved  upon  Colonel 
Goddard ;  and  whatever  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fervice  had  been,  there 
were  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  Se¬ 
poys  at  that  time  in  the  hofpital. 

We  find  by  a  letter  from  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Berar  to  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral,  that  they  were  in  a  ftate  of 
continual  hoftility  with  the  Ma¬ 
ratta  chiefs  and  the  officers  of  the 
Paifhwa,  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  their  progrefs ;  and  that  they 
levied  great  fums  of  money  in  the 
countries  through  which  they  puff¬ 
ed.  That  prince  accufes  them,  in 
the  fame  letter,  of  having  loitered 
away  their  time  in  the  Bundel¬ 
chund  countries,  contrary  to  eve¬ 
ry  principle  of  policy.  It  appears 
from  other  authorities,  that  they 
were  attended  by  an  agent  of  Ra- 
gonaut  Row’s,  and  that  they  le¬ 
vied  contributions  in  the  name  of 
his  mailer.  This  cannot  but  ap¬ 
pear  a  little  extraordinary,  as  eve¬ 
ry  idea  of  intending  to  fupport  Ra- 
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gonaut’s  pretenfions  in  any  man¬ 
ner,  was  repeatedly  and  formally 
difclaimed  in  Calcutta  ;  and  fo  far 
from  avowing  any  hoftile  inten¬ 
tions  with  refped  to  the  detach¬ 
ment,  its  object  was  held  out  to 
be  merely  the  protedion  of  Bom¬ 
bay  againii  the  defigns  of  the 
French ;  and  to  which  place,  it 
was  declared,  they  would  take  the 
dired  courfe,  pay  for  every  thing 
they  wanted,  and  obferve  the  ftrid- 
eft  order  and  difcipline  in  their 
march  through  the  Maratta  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  detachment  was  fent  out 
under  the  orders  of  the  prefidency 
of  Bombay,  which  they  w 'ere  in¬ 
truded  to  obey  in  all  cafes  rela¬ 
tive  to  their  march,  proceedings, 
and  final  deftination.  But  the 
counfels  there  were  fo  various  and 
flu  (floating,  and  the  intrusions  fo 
contradictory ,  that  the  command¬ 
ers  derived  from  that  ftate  of  un¬ 
certainty,  a  latitude  of  acting  as 
circumtances  might  invite,  or  opi¬ 
nion  didate.  On  one  day  their 
march  was  countermanded,  and 
the  folid  reafons  affigned,  of  its 
difficulty,  the  inevitable  dangers 
to  which  they  would  be  expoicd, 
and  the  prodigious  expence  with 
which  its  profecu tion  mull  be  at¬ 
tended.  In  a  few  days,  again, 
they  were  direded  to  proceed, 
without  any  caufe  being  affigned 
for  this  change  of  fentiment  and 
inflrudion.  The  fame  uncertain¬ 
ty  prevailed  with  refped  to  their 
courfe;  Foonah,  Bombay,  and  Su¬ 
rat,  being  at  different  times  held 
out  as  the  objeds  of  their  deftina- 
tion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  governor 
general  brought  forward  that 
grand  fyftern  of  policy  which  had 
hitherto  been  refer  ved,  and  which 


GISTER,  1782. 

undoubtedly  was  the  main,  if  not 
the  only  motive,  for  the  Bombay 
expedition.  T  his  was  no  lefs  than 
a  Ic'neme  for  entering  into  a  treaty 
often  five  and  de  fen  five,  and  in  all 
refpeds  of  the  moil  comprehenfive 
nature,  with  Moodajee  Bocfla, 
the  Rajah  of  Berar;  to  engage 
that  prince  to  enforce  his  claims 
to  the  throne  of  the  Ram -Rajah, 
which  was  now  faid  to  be  entirely 
vacant,  by  the  death  of  the  con¬ 
fined  prince  without  ilfue ;  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  whole  force  of  the  corn- 
pany  to  his  eftabiilhment  in  the 
Maratta  empire ;  and  farther  to 
fupport  him  in  his  claims  upon  the 
Nizam  of  the  Decan. 

This  bold  and  comprehenfive 
fcheme  was,  however,  warmly 
contefted,  on  various  grounds,  by 
the  minority  in  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil.  Of  thefe  were  the  following. 
— Its  being  diredly  contrary  to 
the  inftrudions  fent  from  Eng¬ 
land,  for  fully  confirming  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Poonah,  and  for  inviolably 
adhering  to  its  conditions.  As 
militating  againft  the  repeated  in¬ 
ftrudions  of  the  company,  to  avoid 
being  drawn,  by  any  means,  into 
the  family  fquabbles  or  political 
contentions  of  the  native  powers. 
The  immenfe  wafte  of  treafure 
with  which  the  projed  mull  necef- 
farily  be  attended ;  and  the  criti¬ 
cal  nature  of  the  feafon  when  this 
wafte,  to  which  no  prefen t  efti- 
mate  could  afiign  any  other  limits 
than  the  total  exhaufture  of  the  re- 
fources,  would  take  place ;  a  fea¬ 
fon  every  where  pregnant  witk 
danger ;  under  the  immediate 
preffure  of  a  French  war ;  and  the 
affairs  of  Europe  bearing  fuen  a 
general  afped,  as  fully  indicated 
the  propriety,  if  not  nectffity,  of 
prefer ving  the  Britifti  force  and 
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refources  in  India  whole,  unim¬ 
paired,  and  in  condition-  to  en¬ 
counter  any  unforefeen  dangers 
that  might  a  rife,  or  to  profit  of 
any  favourable  circumftances  which 
might  pofiibly  occur.  But  they 
observed,  that  independent  of  thefe 
greater  objects,  the  mere  fituation 
cf  the  company’s  private  affairs  at 
home,  would  at  this  time  preferibe 
the  ftricteft  ceconomy;  their  char¬ 
ter  was  now  nearly  expired,  and  it 
could  not  be  doubted,  as  affairs 
flood  in  England,  but  that  a  large 
film  of  money  would  be  required 
for  its  renewal. 

They  furthef  ffated,  that  a  pro¬ 
ject  which,  from  its  nature,  was  evi¬ 
dently  capable  of  convulfing  the 
whole  continent  of  India  to  its  ut- 
moll  extremity,  could  not,  in  any 
ffate  of  things,  or  from  whatever 
quarter  it  originated,  but  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prejudicial  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  highly  dangerous  in  the 
iffue,  to  the  interetls  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  They  ffrongly  urged  the 
breach  of  faith  and  injuftice,  as 
well  as  the  difiike  and  evil  repute 
which  they  muff  neceffarily  create, 
of  our  entering  into  fo  unwarrant¬ 
able  a  fcheme  of  hoftility,  againft 
our  antient  friend  and  ally  the  Ni¬ 
zam  of  the  Decan.  They  repre- 
fented,  that  befides  being  other- 
wife  powerful,  he  was  by  far  the 
richeff  prince  in  India ;  that  by 
this  meafure,  he  muff,  in  an  in- 
ffant,  be  converted  from  a  friend 
to  a  molt  bitter  and  implacable 
enemy.  That  he  abominated  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  had  been  long  in 
variance  with  the  Berar  Rajah, 
was  ffrongly  attached  to  the  Poo- 
nah  government,  and  united  in 
the  ffridteft  friendfhip  with  Hyder 
Ally.  That  his  firff  meafure  un¬ 
doubtedly  would  be,  to  cure  the  in- 
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veterate  animofiries  which  have  fo 
long  fubfifted  between  thefe  two 
rival  dates;  a  meafure  dictated  to 
themfelves  by  its  neceffity.  That 
the '  inevitable  confequence  would 
be,  a  drift  league  and  confederacy 
between  thofe  three  formidable 
powers,  for  punifhing  the  pride, 
and  pulling  down  the  dangerous 
power  of  the  company.  That  if 
this  great  and  formidable  confe¬ 
deracy,  fhould  by  any  fortune 
prove  totally  unequal  to  its  ob¬ 
ject;  even  in  that  cafe,  highly  im¬ 
probable  as  it  was,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  company’s  arms  would  only 
ferve  to  precipitate  affairs  into  a 
dill  more  ruinous  and  dangerous 
ffate.  That  a  remote  and  doubt¬ 
ful  danger  would  be  readily  ha¬ 
zarded,  to  efcape  that  which  was 
certain  and  immediate.  And,  that 
however  contrary  to  their  prefent 
policy  and  difpolition,  jealous  as 
they  already  are,  and  with  reafon, 
of  that  power  and  of  all  other  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  however  contrary  to 
their  intereffs  in  any  other  ffate  of 
things,  they  would,  notwithftand- 
ing,  of  neceffity,  call  in  France, 
upon  fuch  terms  of  advantage  as 
fine  chofe  at  prefent  to  require,  to 
their  afliftance ;  and  all  the  ffates 
of  India,  whether  Hindoo  or  Ma- 
homedan,  would  join  with  her  in 
exterminating  a  nation,  vvhofe 
boundlefs  ambition,  and  extrava¬ 
gant  fchemes  of  domination  and 
cor  qu  eft,  went  to  the  overthrow 
and  deftruftion  of  all  others. 

Thefe  arguments  and  opinions 
were  oppofed  and  overruled,  upon 
the  idea  of  the  infinite  prefent  and 
future  benefits  which  would  accrue 
to  the  company,  from  the  placing 
Moodajee  Booffa  at  the  head  of 
the  Maratta  empire;  as  well  as  the 
facility  with  which  that  bulinefs 
[$]  might 
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might  be  accomplifhed.  Inllead 
of  furthering,  it  would  afford  the 
fure  means  of  totally  defeating  the 
views  of  France  That  reftlefs 
and  ambitious  nation  were  nego¬ 
tiating,  and  had  probably  already 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Ma- 
rattas.  The  prelent  government 
of  Foonah  was  entirely  in  their 
interefls;  and  it  was  reported  that 
the  Port  of  Choul,  and  perhaps 
other  fettlements  of  great  advan¬ 
tage,  would  be  granted  to  them. 
This  was  the  time  to  counteract 
the  views*  and  to  prevent  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  an  alliance,  which  from  its 
nature  muft  prove  fo  fatal  if  firmly 
eftablilhed.  The  Marattas  were 
now  divided  at  home;  the  mini- 
flers  holding  their  power  only  at 
the  will  of  a  faction;  the  depen¬ 
dent  ftates  diffatisfied  with  their 
government,  and  confequently  ea¬ 
ger  for  any  change  or  revolution ; 
while  their  armies  were  engaged 
and  overborne  in  the  unequal  con- 
teft  with  Hyder  Ally.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Berar  Rajah  was  great 
in  power,  and  his  force  frelh  and  un¬ 
impaired;  and  as  to  Hyder  Ally, 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained, 
but  that  inftead  of  joining  againft 
ns,  he  would  to  his  utmoft  affift  in 
placing  Moodajee  Boofla  on  the 
throne  of  the  Ram-Rajah.  As  to 
recalling  the  troops,  it  would  now 
be  fcandalous ;  would  degrade  the 
company,  and  render  its  councils 
and  military  force  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  all  India.  And,  with 
refpedt  to  the  Nizam  of  the  Decan, 
it  was  infixed,  that  his  views  and 
conduct  had  for  fome  time  borne 
an  afpeft  unfavourable  to  the  inte- 
xefts  of  the  company,  and  which  in¬ 
dicated  much  more  a  difpofition  to 
hoftility,  whenever  a  fair  opportu¬ 
nity  offered,  than  to  friendfhip. 


In  purfuance  of  this  project, 
which  was  carried  by  the  calling 
voice,  againft  the  ftrenuous  oppo- 
fition  of  two  members 
of  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil,  Mr.  Elliot  was  ap¬ 
pointed  on  an  embaffy  to  Naig- 
poor,  the  feat  of  the  Berar  Rajah, 
and  furnifhed  with  the  neceffary 
powers  and  inftructions  to  nego- 
ciate  and  conclude  the  treaty  with 
that  prince;  and  in  confequence 
of  which,  Ragonaut  Row  was  to 
be  entirely  laid  alide.  At  the 
fame  time  orders  were  fent  to  Def¬ 
ile,  that  inftead  of  purfuing  the 
diredl  way  through  the  great  pro¬ 
vince  of  Malva,  which  Teemed  at 
firft  to  have  been,  intended,  he 
fhould  bend  his  courfe  towards  the 
dominions  of  Berar,  with  a  view 
of  fupporting  the  negoeiation,  and 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  treaty. 

Whillt  thefe  meafures  were  in 
agitation  and  purluit  at  Calcutta, 
the  Marattas  having  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  which 
were  propofed  from  Bombay,  that 
prefidency  declared  the  treaty  of 
Poonah  violated,  and  to  be  no 
longer  binding  on  the  company;  and 
at  the  fame  time  palled  refolutions, 
to  accept  the  offers  of  thofe  chiefs 
who  were  in  the  intereft  of  Rago¬ 
naut  Row,  and  accordingly  to  ac¬ 
company  the  latter  with  an  army 
to  Poonah,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
following  month  of  September. 
At  the  fame  time,  they  directed 
Colonel  Lellie  to  proceed  in  a  di¬ 
rect  courfe  with  the  detachment  to 
Poonah,  inftead  of  the  route  thro* 
the  Guzerat,  to  Baroach  or  Su¬ 
rat,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
predetermined. 

Thefe  advices  were  received  at 
Calcutta  about  the  middle  of  Au- 

guft; 
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gull;  and  it  Teems  a  moft  fmgu- 
iar  circumliance,  that  thole  de¬ 
terminations  at  Bombay,  which 
went  fo  direttly  to  operate  againit 
the  conditions  and  tendency  of  the 
new  treaty  propofed  with  Mooda- 
jee  Boofla,  were  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  countermanded,  that  they  met 
with  full  approbation.  In  the 
mean  time.  Colonel  Leflie  fhewed 
no  great  difpofition  to  attend  to 
any  orders  which  urged  his  de¬ 
parture  from  the  Bundelchund 
country.  His  unaccountable  de¬ 
lay  in  that  country,  as  well  as  the 
unwarranted  hoftilities  which  he 
was  charged  with  committing, 
had  feveral  times  been  brought  up 
as  objcCls  of  cenfure  by  the  mi¬ 
nority  in  the  fupreme  council. 

His  death,  which  we 
have  already  noticed, 
put  an  end  to  all  attempts  at  farther 
enquiry ;  and  prevented  his  dif- 
miffion  from  the  command  of  the 
army,  which  had  been  at  length 
determined. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Elliot,  on  his 
way  to  the  court  of  the  Berar  Ra¬ 
jah,  which  happened  fomething 
fooner,  threw  an  unexpected  de¬ 
lay  and  embarralfment  in  the  way 
of  that  negociation.  The  bufmefs, 
in  confequence  of  that  check,  lay 
dormant  for  fome  time,  and  lean¬ 
ed  apparently  to  have  been  given 
up.  It  was,  however,  again  re¬ 
vived,  when  it  was  determined, 
that  Colonel,  fincp  General  God¬ 
dard,  ivho  fucceeded  Lellie  in  the 
command  of  the  detachment,  Ihould 
be  furnifhed  with  the  fame  powers 
which  had  been  communicated  to 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  fhould  according¬ 
ly  proceed  in  conducing  the  ne¬ 
gociation.  The  authority  given 
to  Bombay  to  direCl  the  courfe  and 
point  out  the  objeCh  of  the  de¬ 
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tachment,  was  upon  that  account 
revoked,  and  General  Goddard 
ordered  to  make  his  way  to  the 
Nerbudda,  which  forms  the  nor* 
them  boundary  of  the  Berar  Rajah’s 
dominions. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bombay 
feemed  ru  filing  with  rather  too 
much  impetuofity  into  the  Ma- 
ratta  war ;  and  was  fo  confident 
in  its  fuccefs,  that  in  (lead  of  pro- 
pofmg  to  wait  for,  or  regretting 
the  delay  of  Goddard’s  detach¬ 
ment,  they  appeared  apprehenfive 
that  any  other  Ihould  partake  in 
the  glory  and  advantages  of  the 
revolution.  Neither  did  they  feem 
provided  with  all  the  informations 
which  could  either  warrant  an  un¬ 
dertaking  of  fuch  danger  and  mag-  > 
nitude,  or  afford  the  guidance  ne* 
ceffary  to  its  direction  when  un¬ 
dertaken.  They  were  not  only 
milled  with  refpeCl  to  the  number 
and  power  of  Ragonaut  Row’s  ad¬ 
herents  ;  they  were  equally  milm- 
formed  with  refpect  to  the  Hate 
and  fituation  of  the  Maratta  ar¬ 
mies  ;  which  it  feems  they  under- 
llood,  to  be  totally  engaged,  at  a 
great  diftance  on  the  Kriifna,  in 
the  loling  war  with  Hyder  Ally. 
It  was  likewife  reported,  and 
feems  to  have  been  credited,  that 
the  Bombay  army  would  be  joined 
on  the  borders,  by  20,000  horfe 
under  Ragonautks  partizans.  Thus 
the  expedition  to  Poonah  was  ra¬ 
ther  confidered  as  a  fort  of  holi¬ 
day  adventure,  than  a  matter  of 
difficulty  and  danger. 

Though  expedition  feems  to 
conllitute  the  foul  of  fuch  an  en- 
terprize,  the  movements  of  the 
Bombay  army  were  unaccountably 
flow*  In  a  few  days  after  the  ar¬ 
my  palled  over  to  the  continent. 
Captain  Stuart  was  detached  with 
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a  fele£l  party  of  600  grenadier  Sea- 
poys,  to  take  podeffion  of  the 
Bour  Ghaut,  a  pafs  through  the 
mountains  of  the  utmod  impor¬ 
tance,  and  which  opened  the  way 
diredily  to  Poonah ;  that  capital 
being  within  lefs  than  50  miles  of 
the  pafs.  This  fervice  was  per¬ 
formed  without  oppo- 
fition,  and  Stuart  con¬ 
tinued  to  fortify  the  pafs  for  a  full 
month,  without  any  reinforce¬ 
ment,  and  without  his  meeting 
the  fmalled  interruption.  It  fee  ms 
probable,  that  the  motive  of  this 
delay  was  to  afford  time  to  Rago- 
naut’s  partizans  to  affemble,  and 
to  join  him  in  force  on  the  frontier. 
If  this  was  the  objed:  in  view,  it 
afforded  a  miferable  deception  ; 
not  a  fugle  hand  was  railed  for 
Ragonaut,  nor  did  a  Maratta  of 
confequence  appear  in  his  favour, 
from  the  outfet  to  the  end  of  the 
expedition. 

The  Bombay  regular  force  a- 
mounted  to  about  4000  men,  (of 
which  700  were  faid  to  be  Euro¬ 
peans)  with  a  powerful  train  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  Ragonaut  R.ow  commanded 
a  feparate  divifion,  of  two  regiments 
of  Seapoys,  and  about  6co  horfe, 
compofed  of  his  own  followers. 
The  army  was  encumbered  with 
an  enormous  baggage,  and  fuch 
a  number  of  carriages  and  cattle, 
as  were  totally  inconddent  with 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  and 
ihortnefs  of  the  didance.  The 
military  maxims  of  the  Ead  were 
never  held  in  any  effimation  among 
warlike  nations  ;  but  it  would 
feem  from  this  indance,  and  that 
of  the  Bengal  detachment,  as  if 
the  Englifh  were  falling  into  one 
of  their  moll  inveterate  and  ruin¬ 
ous  vices. 

The  nominal  command  of  the 
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Bombay  army  lay  in  Col.  Eger- 
ten ;  but  the  deled;  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  the  fecond  in  council,  and 
another  gentleman,  as  their  depu¬ 
ties,  to  fuperintend  the  operations 
of  the  army  in  the  field ;  inveding 
civilians  with  powers  as  incom¬ 
patible  with  their  own  fituation  and 
knowledge,  as  with  military  fubor- 
dination  and  fervice.  Thefe  two 
gentlemen,  with  Col.  Eger  ton,  com¬ 
pofed  what  was  called  the  Poonah 
committee. 

On  new  year’s  day,  1 779,  the 
whole  army  began  their  march 
from  Gondola,  the  fird  village  on 
the  Poonah  fide  of  the  pafs,  and 
foon  found  the  Marattas  hanging 
on  all  fides,  who  impeded  their 
prog  refs  by  a  cannonade,  and  di- 
dant  attack  with  rockets,  through 
the  courfe  of  the  day.  Col.  Cay 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  out¬ 
fet  of  the  buiinefs.  The  fame 
fort  of  cannonade  and  interrup¬ 
tion  was  repeated  through  every 
day’s  march,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  three  in  the  after- 
noon,  which  we  fuppofe  was  the 
time  that  the  troops  were  in  mo¬ 
tion;  the  Marattas  cautioudy  ab- 
daining  from  coming  within  reach 
of  the  fmail  arms ;  and  the  lofs 
varying  according  to  circum- 

dances.  Thus  condantly  har- 

raffed,  the  army  could  only  ad¬ 
vance  at  the  rate  of  from  three  to 
four  miles  a  day.  On  the  4th  of 
January,  Capt.  Stuart,  a  brave 

officer,  who  commanded  the  feled 
body  of  grenadiers,  was  killed  by 
a  cannon  ball,  which  obliged  the 
army  to  halt  at  a  village  called 
Chockley. 

In  a  few  days,  on  their  arrival 
at  Tuilieanoon,  a  beautiful  vil¬ 
lage  adorned  with  noble  buildings, 
(which  was*  however,  burnt  on 
.  their 
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their  approach)  and  only  about 
zo  miles  fhort  of  Poonah,  they 
found  their  difficulties  and  dangers 
multiplied  in  fuch  a  degree,  as 
put  an  end  to  all  hope  of  farther 
progrefs.  They  were  already  fo 
completely  Jurrounded,  cnat  every 
kind  of  fuppiy,  and  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  country  were  en¬ 
tirely  cut  off.  The  enemy  had 
been  every  hour  increafmg  in  force 
from  the  time  of  their  quitting  the 
Gaut,  and  it  was  now  become  tre¬ 
mendous.  The  Marattas  them- 
felves  fay  it  amounted  to  near 
60,000  horfe.  Upon  their  arrival 
at  the  fmoaking  ruins  of  that  fine 
village,  they  were  clofely  attacked, 
with  a  determined  vigour  and  con¬ 
fidence  which  they  had  not  before 
experienced.  In  this  fkirmifh  the 
enemy  acknowledged  the  lofs  of 
200  men  ;  and  laid  that  on  the 
British  fide  25  Europeans,  and  100 
Seapoys  fell- 

,  .  In  this  ftate  of  things, 

Jan.  1 1  ,  £W0  remaining  mem- 

1779*  bers  of  the  committee 
(one  of  them  being  at  this  time 
either  dead  or  irrecoverably  ill) 
determined  upon  a  retreat  in  the 
night,  hoping  to  fave  the  army, 
hv  regaining  the  Gaut,  or  Moun¬ 
tain  Pafs.  The  profligate  and 
abandoned  Ragonaut  Row,  endea¬ 
voured  to  proiit  of  this  deplorable 
fituation,  and  to  purchafe  perfonal 
fecurity,  and  peace  with  his  coun¬ 
try,  at  the  price  of  betraying  his 
allies  to  deflru&ion.  He  is  faid 
to  have  made  the  overture  to  Sin- 
dia,  who  feems  to  have  been  the 
principal  Maratta  commander ; 
and  that  he  not  only  informed  him 
of  the  defign,  the  hour  of  depar¬ 
ture,  and  the  order  of  march,  but 
that  he  promifed  to  fall  upon  them 
with  his  own  forces  in  the  hurry 


and  confufion  of  the  attack.  This 
charge  upon  Ragonaut  is  not 
made  by  the  Englilh ;  but  comes 
from  a  quarter  which  had  much 
better  means  of  information,  and 
was  not  fo  liable  to  taciturnity 
upon  that  particular  fubjed.  At 
any  rate,  it  can  offer  no  injury 
to  Ragonaut ;  the  abhorrence  in 
which  he  has  been  conflantly  held 
by  all  the  princes  of  India,  as 
well  as  by  his  own  country,  marks 
liis  charader  too  ftrongly  to  admit 
of  any  additional  colouring. 

The  line  of  march  on  the  *retreat 
being  altered,  and  Ragonaut  with 
his  forces  placed  in  a  new  petition, 
it  was  iuppofed,  that  the  Englifh 
commanders  had  received  fome  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  treachery.  How¬ 
ever  that  was,  their  rear  was  at¬ 
tacked  before  it  had  well  got  off 
the  ground,  foon  after  one  in  the 
morning ;  and  by  day-break  the 
whole  army  found  itfelf  furround- 
ed,  and  furioufly  affaulted  on  all 
fides.  The  engagement  continued 
till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
with  fcarcely  any  ceflfation  on 
either  fide ;  and  was  then  only 
terminated  through  extreme  heat 
and  wearinefs.  The  cannonade 
during  the  whole  time  was  tre- 

O  , 

mendous  on  both  fides.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  bravery  and 
firmnefs  diiplayed  by  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  troops,  Seapoys  as  well  as 
Europeans,  during  this  long  and 
fevere  conflict.  The  Britifh  ar¬ 
tillery  were  admirably  ferved  ;  and 
the  furious  attacks  repeatedly 
made  by  the  Maratta  horfe  to 
charge  the  line  fword  in  hand, 
were  conflantly  repelled  with  great 
lofs,  by  the  well  timed  and  well 
placed  difeharge  of  their  grape 
fhot ;  which  was,  however,  ac¬ 
companied  and  fuppo.rted  by  ati 
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uniform  and  fevere  fire  of  rrsuf- 
quetry.  Captain  Hartley,  who 
commanded  that  divifion  of  the 
army  which  was  moft  fevere] y 
prefied,  was  highly  and  particu¬ 
larly  diftlnguifhed  by  his  conduit 
on  this  day. 

The  native  accounts  ftate  the 
lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide  in  this 
aition,  at  150  Europeans,  and 
800  Seapoys ;  but  the  lofs  feems 
to  be  much  exaggerated.  The 
Marattas  furrounded  the  camp 
during  the  night,  and  kept  pa- 
trolles  eonftantly  in  motion*  to 
prevent  even  the  pofiibility  of 
efcape.  Being  now  fecure  of  their 
prey,  they  were  contented  with  a 
cannonade,  without  attempting 
any  clofe  attack  on  the  following 
day.  It  was  returned  by  the  en- 
clofed  army*  until  the  afternoon, 
when  the  firing  on  the  Englifh 
fide  ceafed.  A  flag  of  truce  be¬ 
ing  fent  out,  the  Marattas  like- 
wife  ceafed  firing.  The  requeft 
which  accompanied  it,  requiring 
that  hoftilities  might  ceafe  for  a 
given  time,  until  propofals  could 
be  made  for  an  accommodation, 
was  as  freely  complied  with.  The 
Maratta  generals,  however,  re¬ 
mitted  no  part  of  their  watchful 
care,  in  guarding  all  the  avenues 
from  the  camp  during  the  night. 

Two  gentlemen  were  deputed 
by  the  committee  in  the  morning 
to  confer  with  the  Maratta  chiefs. 
The  only  account  which  we  have 
feen  or  heard  of  the  conference, 
is  given  in  a  letter  fent  at  the 
time  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
from  his  envoy  at  the  court  of 
Poonah,  and  which  dates  it  in  the 
following  manner.  That  the  de¬ 
puty  having  fir  ft  declared  (it  is  to 
be  fuppofed  in  the  name  of  the 
Company)  that  they  were  only 


merchants,  then  proceeded  to  date* 
that  Ragonaut  Row  had  come  to 
them  and  demanded  their  protec¬ 
tion.  That  they  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  the  government,  and 
gave  him  their  affiftance.  That 
nothing  but  ill  fortune  attended 
him,  and  they  had  been  brought 
to  their  prefent  mifefable  ftate  by 
keeping  him  with  them.  The 
Marattas  were  now  makers,  and 
might  take  him  from  them. — * 
That  they  fhould  henceforth  ad¬ 
here  to  the  treaties  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  both  nations  ;  and  requefted 
that  what  had  happened  might  be 
forgiven. 

The  Maratta  minifter  anfvvered, 
Ragonaut  Row  is  one  of  us :  — *> 
What  right  could  you  have  to  in¬ 
terfere  in  our  concerns  with  him  ? 
He  then  laid  down  the  following* 
terms :  that  they  fhould  reftore 
Salfette,  Baroacb,  and  whatever 
elfe  had  been  taken  from  the  Ma¬ 
rattas  in  the  late  war.  That  they 
ftiould  adhere  to  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  with  Balajee  Row  in  the 
year  1 761  ;  and  that  they  ftiould 
require'  nothing  farther. 

The  deputies  went  back  with 
this  anfwer,  and  did  not  return 
untill  the  following  day  at  noon  ; 
it  is  not  clear,  whether  hoftilities 
were,  or  were  not  recommenced 
during  the  interval.  They  in¬ 
formed  Sindia  that  they  had 
brought  a  blank  paper,  figned 
and  fealed  by  the  committee  and 
principal  military  officers,  which 
the  Maratta  chiefs  were  to  fill  up 
as  they  pleafed.  Sindia,  with 
equal  moderation  and  wifdom,  (for 
the  wifdom  and  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  are  not  to  be  judged  of  from 
the  event  in  this  particular  in- 
ftance)  advifed  the  Maratta  coun¬ 
cil  not  to  take  any  unreafonable 
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advantage  of  their  own  power,  and 
of  the  diflrefs  and  neceffity,  which 
compelled  the  Englifh  to  l'ubmit  to 
any  terms  they  chofe  to  prefcribe  ; 
“  For,”  faid  he,  c<our  making  large 
demands  would  only  fow  refent- 
“  ment  in  their  hearts,  and  we  had 
better  demand  only  what  is  ne- 
<e  cefTary.  Let  Ragonaut  Row  be 
€(  with  us,  and  the  treaty  between 
fc  us  and  the  Englifh  will  be  ad- 
hered  to.” 

The  treaty  was  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded,  upon  the  immediate  con¬ 
dition  of  giving  up  Ragonaut  Row, 
and  the  future  one  of  reftoring 
all  the  late  conquers. — The  former 
treaty  with  Balajee  R.ow,  to  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  the  late  Poor- 
under,  and  to  be  firmly  adhered 
to  by  both  parties.  It  was  like- 
wife  ftipuiated,  that  the  Bengal 
army  fhould  return  ;  but  it  Eas 
been  fince  faid,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  declared,  that  their  pre¬ 
sidency  had  no  authority  which 
could  reach  to  bind  the  Supreme 


council,  with  refpedt  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  their  forces.  All  thefe 
terms  were  Sufficiently  favourable  ; 
but  they  were  clogged  with  the 
disgraceful  condition,  that  Mr. 
Farmer  and  another  gentleman 
lhould  remain  as  hoftages,  until 
the  treaty  was  ratified  at  Bombay, 
and  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  with 
the  other  conquered  countries  re- 
itored. 

The  treaty  being  returned  per¬ 
fected  to  the  Maratta  camp,  the 
articles  written  in  the  Englifh, 
Perlian,  and  Maratta  languages, 
the  whole  confirmed  by  the  com¬ 
pany’s  Seal,  and  Signed  as  we  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  the  late  enemy  Sent 
an  immediate  Supply  of  provifions 
to  the  Bombay  army ;  through  the 
want  of  which  (our  account  Says) 
they  were  reduced  to  the  laffc  ftate 
of  diftrefs.  A  body  of  Maratta 
horfe  conduced  them  back  to  the 
Sea  fhore,  and  Saw  them  on  board 
the  boats  which  re- conveyed  them 
to  Bombay. 


CHAP.  II. 

Situation  and  condudi  of  Moodajee  Boojla ,  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Gen .  God¬ 
dard  pafj'es  the  Nerbudda  with  the  army ,  who  are  liberally  fupplied  with 
provifions  and  neccffaries  in  the  dominions  of  Berar .  Negociation  with 
the  Raj  ah ,  who  refuj'es  to  accede  to  the  conditions  held  out  by  the  propofed 
treaty.  Goddard  fets  out  on  his  march  for  Poonah ;  receives  contradic¬ 
tory  inf  ractions  on  the  way ,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  Bombay  army  \  is  ?net  by  a  7ninifter  from  the  court  of  P oonahy  who 
defires  his  return  with  the  army  to  Bengali  in  purfiance  of  the  treaty  of 
W or  gaum  :  Goddard  refufes  to  comply ,  and  directs  his  courfe  to  Surat, 
Prejidency  of  Bombay  dijavow  the  treaty  of  W or  gaum  t  and  thereby  ex - 
pofe  the  hojlages  to  great  apparent  danger.  New  Jch  ernes  adopted  for  a 
revolution  in  the  Maratta  government.  Supreme  council  confirm  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Bombay  in  dij civ 0 vn ng  the  convention  of  lb  orgaum  \  but  empower 
Goddard  to  negociate  a  treaty  upon  other  terms  with  the  Mar  at  t  as.  Great 
preparations  at  the  fame  time  made  for  wary  and  a  renewal  of  toe  nego¬ 
ciation  with  Moodajee  Boofta  determined.  Strong  complaints  made  by 
the  court  of  Poonah ,  of  the  faithlefs  condudi  of  the  company.  Ragobah 
ef capes  from  the  cuflody  of  the  Marattasy  and  fies  for  ref  uge  to  Goduard  s 
camp ;  which  increafes  the  difficulties  of  the  negociation  voith  the 
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former .  Various  caufs  which  led  to  the  confederacy  of  the  great  princes 
of  India  for  the  extermination  of  the  Euglijh.  Mar  alias  break  off  the  ne- 
gociation  with  Goddard,  and  conduce  a  peace  and  alliance  with  Hyder 
Aliy,  freaty  of  alliance  concluded  by  the  fupreme  council  with  the 
Ranna  of  Gbod.  Gen.  Goddard  concludes  a  treaty  with  Futty  Sing ; 
takes  Ahmedabad,  the  capital  of  the  Guzerat,  by  form ,  and  reduces  the 
whole  province.  Sindia '  and  Holkar  arrive  with  a  Maratta  army , 
S  mdia  ref  ores  the  gentlemen  who  were  given  as  hofages  at  i'V orgaum» 
Propcjals  by  Sindia  for  an  accommodation  rejected.  Gen.  Goddard  at¬ 
tacks  and  defeats  the  Maratta  army.  Capt.  Campbel  repulfes  Sindia , 
and  pre/erves  his  convoy  Lieut.  Mjiljh  furprizes  and  defeats  a  large 
body  of  Marattas.  Another  large  body  defeated  by  Major  Forbes.  Ma¬ 
jor  Pop  ham’s  fuccefes  on  the  fide  of  Bengal ;  drives  the  Marattas  out  of 
the  country  of  Ghod ;  and  furprijes  the  fortreji  of  Gualier,  which  had 
always  been  deemed  impregnable.  State  of  affairs  in  the  Carnatic, 
freaty  with  Bazaiet  jung  for  the  Guntoor  Circar,  voith  other  tranf- 
ablicns ,  -  which  led  to  great  jealoufy ,  dijlike,  and  ill-will,  on  the  fde  of 
the  Nizam  of  the  Decan ,  and  of  Hyder  Ally. 


A  S  we  have  feen  the  unfcrtu- 
Jj\  nate  iffue  of  the  Bombay 
expedition  in  favour  of  Ragoba, 
it  will  now  be  neceifary  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  refult  of  that 
greater  and  more  comprehenfive 
part  of  the  fyftem,  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
prefent  Maratta  government  and 
the  effablifhmerit,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  of  a  new  arrangement,  of 
power  and  policy  in  India.  Moo- 
dajee  Boofla,  the  Berar  Rajah, 
from  whatever  motives  it  might 
arife  feems  to  have  been  very  fa¬ 
vourably  difpofed  to  the  Britifh. 
interefts ;  at  lead  it  is  evident, 
that  he  was  willing  to  enter  into 
any  conditions  of  mutual  conve¬ 
nience  and  good  neighbourhood, 
which  could  tend  to  ffrengthen  and 
render  permanent  a  friendly  con¬ 
nection.  The  Rajah’s  dominions 
were  too  remote,  and  too  fecurely 
locked  in  from  all  maritime  en¬ 
terprise,  to  render  him  in  any 
great  degree  apprehend ve  of  the 
company’s  power ;  and  the  fame 
caufes,  with  others,  prevented  ai¬ 
med  all  commerce  between  his 


fubjeCts  and  theirs.  He,  however, 
poiTeiTed  a  claim,  which,  if  he  had 
been  difpofed  to  enforce  it,  mull 
have  afforded  continual  room  for 
angry  difeuffion ;  this  was  the  de¬ 
mand  on  Bengal  of  the  chout,  or 
annual  Maratta  tribute,  which 
had  been  long  paid  by  that  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  which,  if  at  all  al¬ 
lowable,  he  Teemed  entitled ;  but 
this  claim  had  lain  fo  long  dor¬ 
mant,  as  to  be  now  fcarcely 
thought  of ;  and  could  only  be 
revived  by  fome  unexpected  and 
extraordinary  change  of  circum- 
ffances. 

As  the  conduCt  and  difpofition 
of  princes  are  ufually  attributed  to 
political  motives,  this  attachment 
of  the  Rajah  to  the  company  mult 
be  fought  for  in  other  caufes  than 
we  have  yet  feen.  It  is  faid,  that 
he  formerly  had  in  contemplation 
fome  deffgn  of  enforcing  his  claim 
to  the  throne  of  the  Ram  Rajah, 
in  the  profecution  of  which,  the 
fupport,  or  even  the  countenance 
of  the  company,  would  have  been 
an  objeCt  of  no  fmall  conlideration 
and  import.  The  friendly  inter- 
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courfe  thus  commenced,  might  well 
have  been  continued  and  improved, 
although,  from  the  apparent  im¬ 
practicability  of  the  defign,  and 
the  Rajah’s  fubfequent  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  court  of  Poonah,  the 
idea  from  which  it  originated  had 
been  long;  laid  ahdc.  The  Berar 
Rajah  might  alio,  in  a  general  po¬ 
litical  view,  have  considered  the 
company  as  highly  ufeful,  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  Support  lome  tole¬ 
rable  bailance  of  power  between 
the  native  princes  of  India;  and,  as 
in  a  late  particular  inftance,  he  had 
himfelfbeen  over-match*.  worded, 
and  loll  s.  considerable  portion  of 
territory,  in  his  war  with  the  Nizam 
of  the  Decan,  he  perhaps  hoped 
that  their  friend fhip  and  alliance 
would  be  a  means  of  preventing 
future. injury  or  lofs. 

But  it  was  long  and  late  before 
the  Berar  Rajah  was  admitted  into 
the  myltery  of  that  new  fyftem  of 
policy  which  was  in  contemplation 
at  Calcutta,  and  in  which  he  was 
intended  to  hold  fo  great  and  con- 
fpicuous  a  part.  Repeated  hints 
had  indeed  been  thrown  out,  both 
to  his  relident  at  Calcutta,  and  in 
letters  to  his  prime  minister,  that 
a  treaty  of  the  fir  if  importance, 
and  fraught  with  the  greateft  mu¬ 
tual  advantages,  was  in  view',  and 
would  foon  be  difclofed  to  him. 
This  intelligence  being  entirely 
fuited  to  his  own  withes,  could  not 
but  afford  the  greatell  Satisfaction ; 
and  he  accordingly  expreffed  no 
fmaH  regret  at  the  death  of  Mr. 
Elliot,  the  minifter,  who  we  have 
feen,  had  been  appointed  to  nego- 
ciate  and  conclude  the  bufmefs  at 
his  court. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  ufed  the 
moll  friendly  and  unremitting  en¬ 
deavours,  to  prevent  or  to  compro- 


mife  the  differences,  between  the 
court  of  Poonah  and  Calcutta. 
His  central  Situation,  his  intimate 
connections  with  one,  his  friendly 
correfpondence  with  the  other,  and 
his  good  willies  to  both,  render¬ 
ed  him  the  natural  mediator  be¬ 
tween  the'  parties ;  and  it  is  but 
ju  Slice  to  fay,  that  he  was  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  his  endeavours  to  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  that  office. 
He  was  equally  induftrious  at 
Poonah  and  at  Calcutta,  in  ex¬ 
plaining  the  meafures,  conduCl, 
and  views  of  the  oppoSite  fide,  and 
in  reftraining  or  curing  the  jea- 
louiies  riling  on  both.  As  the  ap¬ 
prehension  of  a  French  alliance 
was  the  great  object  of  complaint 
and  alarm  held  out  at  Calcutta, 
his  reprefentations  at  the  court  of 
Poonah  were  So  effectual,  as  to 
procure  the  abrupt  difmiffion  of 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  Lubin  ;  and 
this  fatisfaCtion,  as  the  Maratta 
ministers  affert,  was  given  in  fo 
clear  and  complete  a  manner,  that 
he  was  fent  away  without  hearing 
or  receiving  his  propofals. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  was  no 
lefs  urgent,  though  lefs  fuccefsful 
at  Calcutta,  in  remonstrating  on 
the  impropriety,  evil  confequences, 
and  ultimate  danger  of  LeSlie’s  ex¬ 
pedition.  He  Strongly  ftated,  that 
exclufive  of  the  effects  which  it 
muft  unavoidably  produce  at  Poo¬ 
nah,  it  was  a  meafure  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  could  not  fail  to  dif- 
guft  and  alarm  all  the  princes  of 
India.  It  was  not  only  without 
example,  but  it  was  contrary  to 
all  treaties,  and  a  direCt.  violation 
of  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty, 
Every  prince,  through  whole  ter-, 
ritories  the  army  palled,  muft  re- 
fent,  fo  far  as  he  was  able,  fuch 
4  flagrant  outrage.  He  ftated  the 
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numberlefs  difficulties  of  every  kind 
which  they  were  to  encounter  :  the 
unknown  countries  they  were  to 
explore,  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
provifion  in  the  mid  ft  of  hoftility, 
with  the  impratticable  roads  and 
the  dangerous  paiies  and  defies, 
through  which  they  muft  attempt 
their  way. 

The  inattention  paid  to  the  Ra¬ 
jah’s  counfel  and  opinion,  did  not 
produce  any  remiffion  of  his  kind- 
nefs  and  good  offices.  Two  of  his 
principal  officers  had  long  heen  in 
waiting  on  the  banks  of  the  Ner- 
budda,  with  ample  fupplies  of  pro- 
viftons  and  neceffaries,  as  well  for 
Its  future  fupport,  as  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  relief  of  the  Bombay  army 
on  its  arrival.  His  zeal  went  fo 
far,  as  to  lead  him  to  difclofe  the 
preparations  making  by  the  court 
of  Poonah  for  cutting  off  the  de¬ 
tachment,  even  to  the  number  of 
the  troops  and  the  names  of  the 
leaders,  which  were  in  different 
quarters  afiembling,  and  appointed 
for  that  purpofe.  When  the  army 
were  arrived  in  the  dominions  of 
Berar,  that  prince,  after  fpecifically 
pointing  out  the  dangers  to  which 
they  would  be  expofed,  and  the 
enemies  they  had  to  encounter,  then 
regretted,  with  much  apparent  fen- 
fibility,  that  he  did  not,  however, 
think,  they  could  at  that  time  re¬ 
turn,  without  difgrace  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  arms  and  councils ;  and 
thence  concluded,  that  it  was  bet¬ 
ter  they  fhould  at  all  hazards  pro¬ 
ceed.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  ftill 
attentive  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
troops,  he  pointed  out  the  neareff 
line  of  march  for  them  to  the  Gu- 
zerat,  as  the  means  of  evading  the 
Impending  dangers. 

It  was  evidently  in  his  power 
to  have  facriftced  the  detachment. 


without  rifque  or  difficulty,  to  the 
views  of  the  Nizam  and  the  Court 
of  Poonah ;  and  no  conditions  or 
advantages  could  by  them  have 
been  thought  too  great  for  fuch  a 
fervice.  Yet,  although  he  was  him- 
felf  equally  difgufted  and  alarm¬ 
ed,  at  the  defigns  and  objects  of 
the  new  league,  which  were  then 
unveiled  to  him,  his  fidelity  con¬ 
tinued  unihaken ;  and  inftead  of 
detaining  the  detachment  under  ap¬ 
parent  circumftances  of  the  greateft 
danger,  he  advanced  money,  upon 
bills  from  Calcutta,  to  enable  them 
to  profecute  the  march,  when  it 
could  not  otherwife  have  been  re¬ 
mitted  in  any  time  equal  to  the 
exigency.  This  conduct  does  not  be¬ 
lie  the  afiertion,  which  was  thrown 
out  upon  a  fubfequent  cccafion,  by 
one  of  the  Berar  Rajah’s  mini- 
ffers  “  That  the  family  of  Boolla 
<s  had  never  yet  departed  a  hair’s 
“  breadth  from  their  public  or  pri- 
(f  vate  faith.” 

But  with  thefe  good  difpofitions 
and  qualities  in  other  refpedts,  the 
Berar  Rajah  was  exceedingly  ill 
calculated  for  the  high  part  which 
was  allotted  to  him  in  the  new 
fyftem  of  policy.  It  perhaps  re¬ 
quires  little  lefs  greatnefs  of  mind, 
to  comprehend  and  adopt,  than  to 
conceive  and  frame,  vaff  and  dar¬ 
ing  defigns.  Moodajee  Boofta  was 
old  and  timid ;  and  had  no  more 
difpofition  to  break  in  upon  the 
tranquility  of  his  neighbours,  than 
to  hazard  his  own  fecurity.  In¬ 
ftead  of  being  fafcinated  by  the 
glorious  views  of  vidlory,  conqueft 
and  empire,  he  was  ftruck  with 
horror  at  the  means  by  which  they 
were  to  be  attained.  He  Teems  to 
have  been  biafted  by  ideas,  which 
cannot  but  appear  ftrange  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  a  Maratta ;  and  his 
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long  letters  upon  the  fubjeCt,  may¬ 
be  confidered  as  little  lefs  than  lec¬ 
tures  upon  political  morality. 

Colonel  Goddard,  who  depart¬ 
ed  from  the  Bundelchund  country 
on  the  i zth  of  OClober,  1778,  was, 
during  a  march  of  about  feven 

weeks  to  the  Nerbudda,  almoft 

continually  harraffed,  his  fupplies 
cut  off,  and  his  progrefs  interrupt¬ 
ed,  by  a  body  of  Maratta  horfe 
under  Bailagee  Pundit.  It  how¬ 
ever  appears,  that  the  army  in 
this  courte  paffcd  through  defiles, 
buried  in  the  woods  and  moun¬ 
tains,  of  fuch  length,  difficulty 

and  danger,  that  a  handful  of 
men  might  have  flopped  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  an  army,  and  a  moderate, 
well  conducted  force  have  fhut  it 
up  entirely.  ^Fortunately,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  fuch 
circumflances  of  (ituation,  were 
not  within  the  compafs  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fkill. 

The  army  arrived  on  the  nor¬ 
thern  banks  of  the  Nerbudda,  fa¬ 
tigued,  exhaufted,  their  carriages 
broken,  their  draught  cattle  worn 
down,  and  in  want  of  all  manner  of 
fupplies,  on  the  lad  of  November  ; 
and  pafled  over  to  Huffinabad,  in 
the  Berar  dominions,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  where  all  their  wants 
were  amply  fupplied.  Colonel 
Goddard,  with  the  army,  conti¬ 
nued  a:  Huffinabad,  until  near  the 
middle  of  the  following  January; 
he  immediately  fending  an  agent 
to  Naigpore,  the  Rajah’s  capital, 
in  order  to  negociate  the  propofed 
alliance.  Notwithstanding  the 
friendfhip  fhevvn  by  Moodajee 
Boolla,  he  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  admit  of  their  advancing, 
under  any  pretence,  into  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  his  dominions ;  and 
he  (hewed  no  fmall  jealoufy  at 
fopie  intimations  that  were  given. 
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of  their  good  difpofition  to  the 
protection  of  his  capital  againff 
any  poffible  confequences  of  tl^ 
propofed  alliance. 

The  reful t  of  the  negociation 
was,  that  the  Court  of  Berar  ab- 
folutely  refufed  concluding  any 
alliance,  or  entering  into  any  con¬ 
ditions,  which  tended  to  hodility, 
either  with  the  Paifhwa,  or  the 
Soubah  of  the  Decan.  They  re- 
prefented  the  breach  of  friendfhip, 
violation  of  faith,  treachery,  and 
pofitive  perjury,  which,  on  their 
fide,  would  attend  the  former ;  and 
they  confidered  as  not  a  great 
deal  lefs  heinous,  the  unjuftifiable 
violation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  fo~ 
lemnly  ratified  with  the  Nizam* 
They  likewife  totally  condemned 
the  fcheme  with  refpeCt  to  its  po¬ 
licy,  as  being  rafh,  immature, 
haffily  formed,  highly  dangerous, 
and  as  impracticable  as  it  was  un¬ 
juft. 

Moodajee  Boofia  himfelf  enter¬ 
ed  into  much  reafoning  upon  the 
fubjeCt,  both  in  writing  and  other- 
wife.  It  feemed  as  if  he  wilhed  to 
foften  the  refufal,  by  dating  the 
impracticability  of  the  defign ; 
(hewing  the  total  incompetency  of 
his  own  forces  joined  with  the 
Engliff,  to  oppofe  the  powerful 
and  numerous  enemies  which  it 
was  intended  to  provoke ;  and  the 
inevitable  ruin  to  himfelf  and  his 
country,  which  mull  neceffarily 
attend  his  engaging  in  the  mea- 
fure.  He  fee  ms  every  where  to 
treat  the  fcheme  as  a  matter  haftily 
taken  up  and  adopted,  without 
deliberation,  judgmc^,  or  a  due 
attention  to  means  or  confe¬ 
quences. 

It  was  in  th*s  (late  of  things, 
that  the  Berar  Rajah  received  in¬ 
telligence,  of  the  landing  of  the 
Bombay  army  on  the  continent, 
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with  a  view  of  conducting  Rago- 
naut  to  Poonah,  and  placing  him 
by  force  of  arms  in  the  Paifhwa- 
fi lip.  The  impreffions  which  this 
intelligence  made  upon  his  mind 
can  only  be  fuppofed.  It  certain¬ 
ly  could  not  excite  very  favourable 
ideas  with  refpecl  to  the  redlitude 
of  the  company’s  conduct  and 
views,  any  more  than  to  the  faith 
or  honour  of  the  nation.  However 
ruinous  and  difgracefu!  the  Bom¬ 
bay  expedition  was  in  itfelf,  it 
undoubtedly  proved  the  means  of 
preferving  Goddard’s  detachment; 
the  large  forces  which  were  affe ru¬ 
bied  in  different  quarters  to  inter¬ 
cept  their  paflage,  being,  in  the 
iirli  inftance,  neceffarily  called  off 
to  encounter  the  nearer  danger ; 
and  the  treaty  or  convention  of 
Worgautn,  having  afterwards  lull¬ 
ed  the  Court  of  Poonah  into  a  fe- 
curity,  which  excluded  all  ideas 
of  farther  hoflility. 

The  negociation  with  the  Rajah 
having  thus  failed.  Colonel  God- 

t  /r.-L  dard  began  his  march 

jan.^  1 6th,  from  pfuriinebad  for 

l?79 *  Poonah.  But  he  ha*d 
not  advanced  many  days,  when  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  Poonah 
committee,  being  thofe  field  de¬ 
puties  who,  we  have  feen,  con¬ 
cluded  the  operations  of  the  Bom¬ 
bay  army,  advihng  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  either  |o  Baroach  or  Surat, 
or  other  wife  to  continue  on  the 
borders  of  Berar ;  but  by  no  means 
to  advance  towards  Poonah.  This 
letter  was  dated  on  the  nth  of 
January,  before  the  final  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  Marattas.  The 
colonel,  however,  kept  his  way; 
not  thinking  himfeif  warranted  by 
thefe  advices  to  return  to  Berar  ; 
and  the  fame  common  road  hill 
holding  to  the  other  fpecified 
places.  On  the  1 6th  of  January, 


when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  were  agreed  on,  the 
Poonah  committee  wrote  a  letter 
to  Goddard,  with  pofitive  direc¬ 
tions  to  march  back  with  the  army 
to  Bengal;  but  in  three  days  after 
when  the  impreffions  that  then 
operated  were  worn  off,  and  they 
had  come  to  a  refolution  of  deput¬ 
ing  the  validity  of  the  treaty, 
they  difpatched  another  letter,  in¬ 
forming  him,  that  upon  due  re¬ 
collection.,  they  found  they  were 
not  authorized  to  iffue  the  former 
orders  and  he  was  therefore  to 
pay  no  regard  to  them. 

Colonel  Goddard,  without  be¬ 
ing  moved  by  thefe  contradictory 
orders,  continued  his  courfe,  un¬ 
til  on  the  5th  of  February,  being 
arrived  at  B  rahrr  more,  he  receiv- 
cd  dilpatches  from  the  council  of 
Bombay,  with  orders  for  his  pro¬ 
ceeding  immediately  to  Surat;  ob- 
ferving  at  the  -fame  time,  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  give  him  any 
precife  information  as  to  the  caufes 
of  the  return  of  their  army,  nor  as 
to  the  probable  confequences  of 
that  event.  Thefe  advices  were 
fucceeded  by  the  arrival  of  a  Vack- 
eel,  or  minifter,  from  Poonah  in 
his  camp,  with  a  copy  of  the  con¬ 
vention  at  Worgaum,  by  which 
his  immediate  return  to  Bengal 
was  ftipulated.  Colonel  Goddard 
denied,  that  the  committee  who 
figned  the  convention  had  any 
manner  of  authority  over  him ; 
faid  that  he  was  under  orders  to 
march  to  Bombay,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  company’s  poffeffions  againft 
the  defigns  of  the  French;  that  he 
could  not  difpenfe  with  his  orders, 
and  fhould  accordingly  profecute 
his  march.  Being  now  fenfible  of 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  he  bent  his 
courfe  dire&jy  to  Surat,  where  he 
arrived  by  the  end  of  February. 

Bogibay 
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Bombay  was  exceedingly  Bow  in 
communicating  its  misfortune,  or 
intended  mode  of  conduit  in  con- 
fequence  of  it.  The  intelligence 
had  been  fo  long  received  from 
Madras  and  Poonah  at  Calcutta, 
before  any  direct  account  was  trans¬ 
mitted  from  that  prefidency,  that 
Some  cenfure  feemed  to  be  in 
agitation  for  fo  unaccountable  a 
negligence  in  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil.  The  Bombay  difpatches  did 
not  arrive  until  after  the  middle 
of  March.  That  prefidency  had 
publicly  difavowed  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  ;  although  tit  was  rati¬ 
fied  by  two  members  of  the  feleCt 
committee,  who  were  in  effect 
armed  with  all  the  powers  of  the 
government ;  and  thus  were  the 
lives  of  Meffrs.  Farmer  and  Stuart, 
the  two  gentlemen,  who  relying  on 
the  faith  of  the  company  (which 
in  that  initance  fnould  have  been 
deemed  particularly  facred)  had 
committed  themfelves  as  hoftages 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
conditions,  to  all  appearance  facri- 
ficed. 

No  misfortune  feemed  capable 
of  laying  the  fpirit  of  intrigue  in 
Bombay.  In  the  midlt  of  difgrace 
and  calamity,  a  fcheme  was  in- 
llantly  formed  for  finding  a  fub- 
fiitute  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  Rago- 
bah,  and  thereby  reviving  the  ne¬ 
ver  abandoned  defign  of  Hill  effect¬ 
ing  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta 
government.  The  late  great  kind- 
nefs  fhewn  to  the  Engliih,  and  the 
eminent  fervice  done  by  Madajee 
Sindia,  in  preventing  the  whole 
army  from  being  difarmed  and  de¬ 
tained  as  hoifages,  and  thereby  af¬ 
fording  an  opportunity  for  evad¬ 
ing  the  treaty  of  Worgaum,  point¬ 
ed  him  out  as  the  proper  infirument 
for  this  purpofe.  Such  fignal  aCts 
of  fervice,  it  was  fuppofed,  could 
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only  proceed  from  interefted  and 
finifter  views,  or  from  fome  very 
extraordinary  ftrain  of  friendfhip. 
In  either  cafe,  though  with  -  more 
certainty  in  the  former,  the  mo¬ 
tive  might  operate  to  the  fame 
end  in  promoting  the  defign.  The 
power,  refources,  influence  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  Sindia,  rendered  him  a 
much  more  eligible  inflrument,  and 
infinitely  more  capable  of  carrying 
the  bufinefs  into  execution,  than 
the  profligate  Pvagobah.  Meafures 
were  accordingly  taken  for  making 
lecret  propofals,  holding  out  great 
advantages  to  Sindia,  to  induce  him 
to  adopt  the  new  fcheme  of  revo¬ 
lution  ;  but  we  do  not  find  that 
they  produced  either  anfwer  or  no¬ 
tice  from  that  chief. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  charged  each  other  with 
the  late  misfortune  and  all  its  con- 
fequences.  The  fupreme  council 
charged  the  prefidency  with  di- 
latorinefs  and  caution  when  they 
fhould  have  been  alert  and  in  ac¬ 
tion  ;  with  miffing  the  faireft  op¬ 
portunities  of  advantage  and  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  at  length,  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitancy  and  rafhnefs,  in 
adopting  the  late  expedition  when 
the  fealon  was  over,  and  under 
circum (lances  which  rendered  fuc- 
cefs  impracticable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prefidency  of  Bombay 
attributed  all  their  failure  and 
misfortune  to  the  propofed  treaty 
with  Moodajee  Boofla,  and  to  the 
keeping  them  fo  long  in  the  dark 
with  refpeCt  to  the  defign,  that  it 
was  too  late  to  benefit  by  the 
knowledge  when  communicated. 
While  recrimination  was  thus 
bandied,  Madras  was  foreboding 
and  lamenting  the  evils,  calami¬ 
ties  and  dangers,  to  which  the 
rafhnefs  and  violence  of  both,  in 
continually  forcing  the  Marattas 

to 
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to  war,  mud  expofe  that  govern¬ 
ment  in  particular,  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  and  pofTeffions  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  at  a  time  when  Iiyder  Ally 
and  the  French  were  only  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  proper  opportunity  to 
wreak  all  their  vengeance  upon  the 
Knglifh. 

The  fupreme  council,  however, 
confirmed  the  condud  of  Bombay, 
in  difavowing  the  treaty  or  con¬ 
vention  of  Worgaum.  But  fome 
pacific  difpofition,  notwith  Hand¬ 
ing,  now  appeared ;  and  Colonel 
Goddard  was  endued  with  full 
powers  for  entering  into  a  nego- 
ciation  with  the  Marattas ;  and 
for  a  renewal  or  confirmation,  or 
both,  of  the  Poorunder  treaty  ; 
but  with  a  drid  article  again  d 
the  admiffion  in  any  manner  of  the 
French,  or  the  entering  into  any 
connection  whatever,  with  that  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  an  inviolable  determi¬ 
nation  declared,  not  to  give  up 
any  of  the  new  conqueds  or  ac- 
cefiions.  It  had  been  previoufly 
laid  down,  as  a  general  pofition 
not  to  be  departed  from,  in  the 
council,  that  the  Marattas  ought 
to  be  fully  fatisfied  with  the  pof- 
leflion  of  Ragonaut  Row ;  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  claim  or 
to  exped  any  farther  concefiion  in 
confequence  of  the  late  conven¬ 
tion. 

But  with  tnefe  pacific  appear¬ 
ances,  if  fuch  they  may  be  con  fl¬ 
eered,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  de¬ 
termined  to  renew  the  negociation 
with  Moodajee  Boofla,  and  to  urge 
that  prince  by  every  motive  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  propofed  treaty.  Every 
poffible  preparation  for  a  renewal 
or  carrying  on  a  war  was  likewife 
made  ;  and  the  fird  brigade,  which 
had  for  fome  time  been  waiting  on 
the  banks  of  the  Jumna  for  that 
event,  was  now  fuppiied  with  ar¬ 


tillery,  ammunition,  and  all  other 
neceffaries,  in  order  to  be  enabled 
to  enter  the  Maratta  countries,  and 
proceed  to  adion,  at  the  fhorted 
notice.  Other  divifions  of  troops 
in  the  moll  advanced  or  fuitable 
fixations,  were  alfo  ordered  to  be  in 
condant  readinefs  for  motion  or 
fervice. 

Under  the  various  circum dances 
we  have  feen,  exclufive  of  a  far 
greater  number  relative  to  the 
fame  fubjed  which  cannot  come 
within  our  obfervation,  it  can  ex¬ 
cite  no  furprize,  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  pailages  of  complaint  or  re- 
prehendon,  fhould,  along  with  many 
others,  appear  in  fome  of  the  let¬ 
ters  which  had  been  written  in 
the  name  of  the  Paifhwa  to  the 
governor-general,  even  before  the 

late  Bombay  expedition  ;  viz. - - 

“  When  the  government  of  Bom- 
bay,  in  former  times,  put  on 
the  mafk  of  friendfhip,  for  the 
“  purpofes  of  deceit,  and  aided 
the  enemy  of  this  government, 
“  regarding  you,  fir,  as  fuperior 
ts  to  all  the  other  chiefs,  I  made 
“  peace  and  friendfhip  with  you, 
“  and  thefe  are  the  fruits  pro- 
<c  duced  by  this  friendfhip.”— 
<r,;  You  write,  that  the  maintain- 
Cf  ing  of  friendfhip  and  ibid 
“  union  between  our  dates,  is 
“  your  refolve.  Is  it,  in  effed, 
“  for  the  prefervation  of  friend- 
“  fhip,  that  you  trouble  the  do- 
“  minions  of  this  government  ? 
te  Such  a  mede  of  condud  is  in- 
“  confident  with  the  maxims  and 
“  ufages  of  high  and  illudricus 
“  chiefs.”  — «  The  maintenance 
“  of  every  article  of  the  treaty, 
“  is  equally  incumbent  on  both 
“  parties.  It  is  not  dipulated  in 
“  any  article  of  the  treaty,  that 
“  either  party  may  fend  forces 
“  through  the  dominions  of  the 

“  other. 
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«  other,  without  confulting  him 
44  beforehand ;  and  thereby  to 
*<  caufe  trouble  and  diftrefs  to  the 
people.  To  what  rule  of  friend- 
«  fhip  can  be  attributed,  the  fta- 
41  tioning  garrifons,  and  the  raif- 
44  ing  of  money  in  the  country  of 
“  the  other  party  ?  What  has 
w  happened  is  then  agreeable  to 
44  Englifh  faith.” — Pie  concludes 
with  the  following  declaration- — 
44  From  the  commencement  of  the 
“  authority  of  the  family  of  the 
“  Paifhwa,  they  have  entered  into 
44  treaties  with  many  of  the  chiefs, 
44  both  of  the  Eaft  and  of  the 
«  Weft,  and  have  never  before 
41  experienced  fuch  a  want  of  faith 
41  from  any  one  ;  nor  ever,  to  the 
44  prefent  time,  deviated  from 
<f  their  engagements,  nor  been 
«  wanting  in  the  duties  of  friend- 
“  fhip  and  alliance.  The  blame 
44  refts  with  you.” 

Colonel  Goodard,  who  was  a- 
bout  this  time  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier  -  general,  was 
highly  careffed  at  Bombay,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  deliberative  feat  in 
their  councils,  and  feems  to  have 
entered  very  fpeedily  into  the  fpi- 
rit  cf  that  prefidency,  to  which 
his  military  fituation  and  habits  no 
doubt  contributed.  Before  he  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  duties  of  his  new 
office  as  plenipotentiary,  he  com¬ 
municated  to  Calcutta  an  account 
of  the  diftra&ed  ftate  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  affairs,  the  diftentions  by 
which  the  court  of  Poonah  was 
torn  to  pieces,  and  pointed  out  the 
great  advantages  that  might  be 
derived  from  that  fituation.  Ide 
did  not  extend  his  views  fo  far  for 
the  prefent  as  to  a  total  revolution 
in  the  Poonah  government,  but 
fhewed  the  weak  ftate  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  frontier  on  the  quarter  where 
he  commanded,  and  pointed  out 
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the  eafe  with  which  valuable  con- 
quefts  might  be  made,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  Guzerat  fide,  dur¬ 
ing  this  feafon  of  weaknefs  and 
inteftine  diforder. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  notified  to 
the  court  of  Poonah  the  powers 
and  inftru&ions  he  had  received 
for  accommodating  matters  ;  but 
before  an  anfwer  could  be  return¬ 
ed,  the  old  torch  of  difeord  fud- 
denly  and  unexpectedly  blazed  up 
again  between  the  parties ;  Rago- 
naut  Row  having  made  his  efcape 
from  the  cuftody  of  Madajee  Sin- 
dia,  and  flying,  in  the  beginning 
of  jane,  for  refuge  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  General  Goddard’s  camp 
near  Surat.  It  appears  that  Bom¬ 
bay,  fmarting  under  a  fenfe  of  the 
cenfure  arifmg  from  the  late  mif- 
fortune,  did  not  choofe  to  hazard 
the  charge  of  embroiling  matters 
farther  by  receiving  R.agonaut,  at 
a  time  when  a  fcheme  of  accom¬ 
modation  had  been  adopted  and 
was  propofed  to  the  Marattas. 
Thus,  however  unwilling  to  lofe 
him,  they  were,  in  the  prefent 
delicate  circumftances,  glad  to 
fhift  the  refponfibility  to  Goddard  ; 
while  Ragonaut  himfelf  could  not 
conceal,  how  much  he  would  have 
preferred  a  renewal  of  the  connec¬ 
tion  with  them,  to  a  dependence 
on  the  fupreme  council. 

It  was  only  a  little  before  Ra¬ 
gonaut  Js  efcape,  that  the  Paifhwa 
and  Madajee  Sindia  had  written 
to  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  in¬ 
forming  them  of  their  immediate 
preparation  and  intention  of  march¬ 
ing  againft  Hyder  Ally,  hoping 
fufficiently  to  avenge  all  the  in¬ 
juries  they  had  received  from  him  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  expreffing 
the  moft  earneft  defire  of  amicably 
fettling  all  differences  with  the 
Britifti  government. 

The 
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The  protection  afforded  to  Ra- 
gonaut  by  General  Goddard  was 
approved  of  ar  Calcutta,  and  the 
former  was  allured  of  its  conti¬ 
nuance;  but  his  political  fituation 
with,  refpeCt  to  the  company  was 
totally  altered.  All  ideas  of  a- 
dopting  his  projects  of  revolution, 
and  of  fupport  in  his  ambitious 
defigns  were  at  an  end ;  and  he 
was  now  confidered  only  as  an  in- 
ffrument,  that  might  be  rendered 
in  feme  degree  ufeful,  whether  in 
renewing  the  war,  or  in  fettling 
the  terms  of  peace.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  determined,  that  whenever 
the  latter  event  took  place,  a  fuit- 
able  provificn  fhould  fee  made  for 
him  by  the  Marattas,  and  to  be 
paid  to  him  at  whatever  place  he 
fhould  choofe  to  refide.  So  wide¬ 
ly  were  things  now  changed  from 
what  he  had  experienced  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  that  the  allowance  of  50,000 
rupees  a  month,  (fomething  about 
6ocol.  feeding )  allotted  for  his 
fupport  by  General  Goddard,  was 
highly  dfapproved  of  by  the  fu- 
preme  council ;  and  that  com¬ 
mander  was  ordered  to  reduce  it 
within  very  narrow  limits.  Rago- 
naut’s  character  was  marked  by  the 
infer  11  Clions  given  with  refpeCt  to 
his  being  protected,  which  was  li¬ 
mited  to  his  not  forfeiting  the 
right  to  it  by  any  aCI  of  infide¬ 
lity,  and  his  not  making  any 
attempt  to  defeat  the  effeCis  of 
the  negociation  with  the  Marat¬ 
tas. 

The  unexpected  arrival  of  Ra- 
gobah  in  the  Britifh  camp,  and  the 
protection  neceffarily  afforded  to 
him  as  a  fugitive,  was  early  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  court  of  Poonah. 
That  government,  however,  a 
greed  to  fend  agents  to  the  camp, 
in  order  to  open  the  negociations 
with  General  Goddard.  This, how- 
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ever,  was  flowly  done ;  and  feme 
fymptoms  began  to  appear  which 
feemed  to  indicate,  that  the  de¬ 
fire  of  accommodation  on  that  fide 
was  by  no  means  growing  ftronger. 
The  agents  did  not  arrive  in  the 
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camp  until  the  middle  of  Auguft ; 
and  fo  much  time  was  iofc,  through 
the  fending  of  meffengers  to  Poo¬ 
nah  upon  every  difficulty  that  arofe, 
together  with  the  very  how  re¬ 
turn  of  anfvvers  from  thence,  that 
the  negociation  was  fpun  out,  with¬ 
out  any  point  being  conclufi vely 
fettled. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  the  hopes 
of  an  alliance  with  Moodaj.ee 
Boofla,  were  now  as  totally  fruf- 
trated  as  they  had  been  in  the 
firff  infiance.*  General  profef- 
fion  of  friend  fliip  and  goodwill, 
were  ail  that  could  be  obtained 
from  that  prince ;  excepting,  in¬ 
deed,  advice,  of  which  he  was  by 
no  means  fparing.  This  coniiant- 
ly  tended  to  a  fpeedy  accommoda¬ 
tion  with  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  the 
wifdom,  and  even  neceffity  of 
which  he  took  no  fmall  pains  to 
explain.  He  was  uncommonly 
earneft  upon  this  fubjeCt ;  offer¬ 
ing  to  be  himfelf  both  the  media¬ 
tor  and  guarantee  ;  and  engaging, 
effeftually  to  fettle  the  differences, 
and  to  cure  all  the  jealoufies  on 
both  lid es.  The  refufai  of  his 
mediation  was  not  likely  to  in- 
creafe  his  attachment. 

In  the  mean  time  the  founda¬ 
tions  were  laying  down  of  that 
dangerous  league,  which  was  to 
combine  all  the  princes  of  any 
confideration  and  power  in  India, 
in  a  general  confederation  for  the 
downfall  of  the  company,  and  the 
final  extermination  of  the  Englifh. 
It  required  a  long  feries  of  mea- 
fures  and  events,  tending  to  irri¬ 
tation,  jealoufy  and  alarm,  and  to 

infufe 
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lnfufe  an  idea,  not  of  partial,  but 
of  ge  eral  danger,  to  unite  fuch 
difcordant  interefts,  and  hoftile 
difpofttions,  in  any  fcheme  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  benefit,  and  mutual  ac¬ 
tion.  Of  thefe  too  many  infiances 
were  unhappily  afforded.  Some 
we  have  feen ;  others  did  not 
come  within  the  line  of  our  ar- 
rangement.  Birina-  cut  the  com- 
pany’s  troops  for  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  the  Rohilla  nation  ;  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  caufed  the  elevation  of 
Sujah  Doxla,  to  great  additions 
of  wealth,  power,  and  dominion ; 
together  with  the  dripping  of  the 
Mogul  of  the  ftipend  which  had 
been  allotted  to  him  by  them- 
felves  as  a  tribute  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Bengal,  although  tne 
fan&ion  of  his  name  and  autho¬ 
rity,  which  they  obtained  by  it, 
was  of  infinitely  greater  value  to 
them  in  the  government  of  the 
country ;  thefer  with  other  charges 
of  a  fimilar  nature,  were  held  out, 
in  the  public  confultations  of  the 
native  chiefs,  to  fhew  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  people, 
whom  they  reprefented  as  being  fo 
perfidious  and  rapacious,  that  they 
trampled  upon  all  laws,  human  and 
divine,  which  ftood  in  the  way  of 
their  ambition  or  intereft. 

The  repeated  and  continued 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Marattas, 
could  not  but  renew  every  fenle  of 
pad  or  more  didant  grievance, 
and  increafe  the  general  odium 
and  alarm,  even  with  thole  who 
had  no  intereft  in,  or  who  were 
even  perhaps  adverfe  to  that 
people,  it  was  natural  to  others 
to  conclude,  that  they  might 
themfelves  experience  a  fimilar 
treatment.  The  extraordinary 
march  of  the  army  acrofs  India, 
excited  a  general  alarm  with  re- 
Vol.  XXV. 


fpedl  to  the  ambitious  defigns  of 
the  company,  as  the  utter  expul- 
fion  of  the  French  did,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dangerous  extent  of 
its  power.  It  would  have  re¬ 
quired  no  fmall  degree  of  pru¬ 
dence,  moderation,  and  caution, 
to  have  obviated  the  efFedls  of 
that  event,  independent  of  all 
other  caufes  of  jealoul'y  and  a- 
larm. 

It  feems  fcarcely  credible,  that 
both  the  fidelity  and  the  fecrecy 
of  the  court  of  Berar  fhould  have 
been  fo  Angularly  eminent,  as 
that  the  Nizam,  Soubah  of  the 
Decan,  fhould  have  received  no 
manner  of  intelligence,  either  at* 
or  after  the  time,  that  he  was 
himfelf  one  of  the  facrifices  pro- 
pofed  in  tne  treaty  with  Moodajee 
Boofla.  Yet,  Angular  as  it  is, 
neither  in  enumerating  the  caufes 
which  induced  him  to  become  the 
founder  of  the  league  againft  the 
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Englifh,  nor  upon  any  other  occa- 
fion,  did  the  Nizam  ever  throw 
out  a  hint  of  this  nature.  His 
oftenftble  caufes  were,  beAdes  his 
fhare  in  the  general  apprehenAon, 
the  clofe  friendAiip,  conne&ion, 
and  alliance  between  him  and  the 
Poonah  government ;  the  mortal 
animofity  he  bore  to  Ragonaut 
Row,  whom  he  defcribed  as  “  an 
“  invincible  villain ,  and  utterly 
“  incapable  of  faith  the  fenfe  of 
injury  and  injuliice,  in  which  he 
fo  Aron giy  regarded  the  conduct 
of  the  Bombay  government,  as  to 
attribute  the  lofs  of  their  army  to 
the  immediate  interpofition  of 
Providence,  in  condemning  the 
unjuft  to  fall  into  their  own  fnares ; 
together  with  the  immediate  per- 
fonal  injuries,  which  he  charged 
to  the  government  of  Madras.  It 
appears  that  Moodajee  Boofta  had 
[C]  *  early 
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early  apprized  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  “  that  the  Nabob  Nizam, 
f<  and  others  alfo,  who  were  all 
tc  alarmed  at  the  encroachments 
“  of  the  Englilh  in  the  Decan, 
“  were  waiting  a  favourable  op- 
*s  portunity  to  repel  them.” 

The  Marattas  found  themfelves 
pretty  early  in  the  year  reduced  to 
the  following  alternative,  either 
to  accommodate  matters  in  the 
bell  manner  they  could  with  the 
Englifh,  and  to  take  a  full  ven¬ 
geance  of  Hyder  Ally  for  all  their 
Ioffes,  or,  if  that  was  found  im¬ 
practicable,  to  make  peace  with 
Hyder,  and  to  join  their  forces 
with  his  ag-ainft  the  former.  Hy¬ 
der  himfelf  opened  this  ground 
early  to  them,  by  an  offer  of  pay¬ 
ing  a  large  fum  of  money  to  them 
as  an  indemnification,  a  confider- . 
able  tribute  for  the  conquered 
countries,  and  his  whole  force  to 
affift  them  againft  the  common 
enemy.  They  were,  however,  fo 
ffrongly  inclined  to  the  fir  ft  part 
of  the  alternative,  that  no  anfwer 
was  returned  to  Hyder’s  propor¬ 
tions;  while  the  efeape  of  Rago- 
bah,  with  various  other  cireum- 
ftances,  continually  threw  new 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  ac¬ 
commodation  with  the  Englifh. 

The  Nizam,  at  length,  decided 
the  condudt  of  all  the  parties. 
Peace  was  fuddenjy  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Marattas  and  Hyder, 
and  the  grand  league  of  confede¬ 
ration  againft  the  Englifh  formed. 
The  principal  parties  were,  the 
Nizam,  Marattas,  Hyder  Ally, 
and  Moodajee  Boofla;  while  Nud- 
tiff  C'awn,  and  other  chiefs  on 
the  weilern  fide  of  India,  were  in¬ 
vited  to  accede  to  the  confederacy, 
and  to  make  the  confufion  and 
finger  general,  by  directing  their 


attacks  againft  Oude,  Allahabad, 
and  other  provinces  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  The  grand  outline  of  war¬ 
fare  was  laid  in  the  following 
manner;  Hyder  and  the  Nizam 
were  to  attack  the  Carnatic  and 
the  Northern  Circars;  the  Ma¬ 
rattas  were  to  direCt  their  force 
on  the  fide  of  Surat  and  the  Gu- 
zerat ;  and  Moodajee  Boofla  was 
to  invade  Bengal  with  the  greateft 
army  he  could  raife. 

It  is  not  certain  how  far  the 
latter  was  a  willing,  or  even  a 
free  agent  in  this  confederacy.  He 
has  fince  pleaded  compuifion.  He 
faid,  that  his  army  being  dilband  - 
ed,  he  was  threatened  with  imme¬ 
diate  invafion,  both  by  the  Nizam 
and  the  Marattas;  fo  that  he  had 
no  other  means  of  faving  his 
country  from  ruin  than  by  an  ap¬ 
parent  compliance.  It  would  al- 
moft  feem,  indeed,  that  it  was  fo 
underftood  by'the  Company.  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  that  the  part  he  took 
in  the  war  fhewed  no  marks  either 
of  zeal  or  vigour.  Ele  was,  in 
the  fir  ft  inftance,  unaccountably 
flow  in  the  outlet  of  his  army ;  and 
the  time  was  fo  oddly  chofen, 
that  it  did  not  arrive  near  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Bengal  until  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  was  juft  letting  in,  which, 
however  difpofed  for  adion,  muii 
have  rendered  it  for  leveral  months 
of  necellity  inactive.  And  fo  far 
was  any  hoftiliry  afterwards  from 
taking  place  between  the  parties, 
that  the  fuppofed  invader  would 
have  been  in  danger  of  ftarving, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  kind 
fupply  of  provifions  with  which 
he  was  furnifhed  from  Bengal, 
and  by  which  the  kindnefs  flicwn 
to  General  Goddard’s  army  on  the 
Nerbudda  was  returned. 

After  much  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  Surat  and  Poonah,  and 
forne  peremptory  meffages  from 
the  former,  charging  pail  delay, 
and  infixing  upon  immediate  and 
decifive  anfwers  to  the  fpecificd 
proportions  made  by  General 
Goddard,  the  negociations  were 
at  length  abruptly  broken  off  in 
the  month  of  November,  by  a  de¬ 
claration  from  the  Maratta  agent, 
in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  that  he 
would  not  accede  to  any  propo- 
fals  made,  or  conclude  a  peace 
with  the  Englilh,  unlefs  the  deli¬ 
very  of  Ragonaut  Row,  and  the 
relioration  of  Salfette  to  the  Ma¬ 
ratta  government,  were  laid  down 
as  preliminaries. 

The  preparations  for  war,  al¬ 
ready  in  forwardnefs,  were  now 
every  where  quickened  on  the  fide 
of  the  Company.  Bombay,  which 
had  ftipulated  with  Goddard  for 
the  fhare  it  was  to  poffefs  of  the 
new  conquells,  fupplied  him  with 
its  whole  force,  excepting  what 
was  merely  neceffary  for  the  gar- 
rifon  defence  of  their  own  idand ; 
but  that  prehdency  totally  de¬ 
clined  being  in  any  degree  refpon- 
fible,  either  for  the  intended  mea- 
fures  or  their  confequences ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  declared  their 
utter  inability  to  contribute  in  the 
fmallelt  degree  to  the  expences  of 
the  war.  The  government  of 
Madras,  who  confidered  this  war 
as  fraught  with  every  degree  of 
danger  and  ruin  to  all  the  fettle- 
ments,  were  notwithdanding  oblig¬ 
ed  to  lend  a  very  valuable  and  ef¬ 
fective  part  of  that  force  which 
they  were  foon  to  experience  the 
want  of,  to  the  aid  of  the  Surat 
army.  On  the  other  fide,  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  and  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil  concluded  an  alliance,  offen- 


live  and  defenlive,  between  the 
Company,  and  the  Ranna  of  Go- 
hud,  or  Ghod,  a  petty  prince, 
whofe  mountainous  territories  lie 
on  the  Maratta  fide  of  the  Jumna, 
and  the  greater  part  of  which  were 
then  poffeffed  by  fome  of  their 
troops. 

The  want  of  money,  operating 
along  with  their  ufual  internal  di- 
vilions,  rendered  the  preparations 
on  the  fide  of  the  Marattas  ex¬ 
ceedingly  flow,  and  their  military 
operations  languid  and  ineffe&ive; 
whilft  the  great  pecuniary  re- 
fources  which  were  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  company’s  fervants, 
could  not  fail  to  give  great  energy 
and  effect  to  their  enterprize. 

The  Maratta  family  of  Guia- 
cavvar  held  fome  confiderable  pof- 
fellions  under  the  Paifhwa,  on  the 
weftern  borders  of  the  Guzerat, 
and  pointing  from  thence  towards 
the  Indus,  the  boundary  of  Hin- 
doftan  on  that  fide.  In  the  firff 
Bombay  war,  difputes  then  pre¬ 
vailing  in  that  family  with  refpeft 
to  the  fucceffion,  the  pretenfions 
of  F utty  Sing  Guiacawar  were  fa¬ 
voured  by  the  Englilh,  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  thofe  of  the  other  clai¬ 
mants.  Such  fort  of  fervices  are 
feldom  fuppofed  to  proceed  from 
dilinterelied  motives.  The  tranf- 
a&ions  are  by  no  means  clear ;  but 
cellions  of  lands  to  a  confiderable 
value  in  the  Guzerat,  were  by  fome 
means  obtained  from  Futty  Sing  ; 
and  the  claim,  to  fome  of  them  at 
leall,  was  afterwards  fupported  in 
the  Poorunder  treaty,  and  became 
the  principal  article  in  reference 
to  future  enquiry  which  was  then, 
left  undecided.  Futty  Sing  after¬ 
wards  declared,  that  his  lignature 
was  not  only  extorted  by  force, 
[C]  2  but 
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but  that  he  had  himfelf  no  right  to 
the  lands  of  which  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  made  a  ceffion. 

Some  farther  ufe  was  now,  how¬ 
ever,  intended  to  be  made  of  this 
chief,  with  refpeCt  to  the  propofed 
conqueft,  or  diviiion  of  the  Guze- 
rat;-  but  whether  this  related  to 
the  military  affillance  he  might 
give,  to  the  appearance  of  right 
that  might  be  derived  from  his 
claims,  or  to  both,  does  not  per¬ 
fectly  appear.  However  that  might 
be,  Futty  Sing  was  fo  little  dif- 
pofed  to  accept  of  the  advantage¬ 
ous  conditions  held  out  to  him  by 
the  propofed  treaty  of  alliance, 
that  the  firft  military  movement 
made  by  General  Goddard  w'as 
the  palling  of  the  Tappee,  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  year  1780,  in 
order  that  his  approach  might  Iti- 
mulate  that  prince  to  a  fpeedy  de¬ 
termination. 

The  redudion  of  the  fortrefs 
and  territory  of  Dubhoy,  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  Pailhwa,  was  the 
oftenfible  motive  of  this  move¬ 
ment,  which  otherwife  mult  have 
been  conlidered  as  directly  holtile 
to  Futty  Sing  himfelf;  as  it  was 
the  highway  to  his  capital  of  Bro- 
dera,  where  he  immediately  re- 
fided.  Dubhoy,  with  its  diltriCt, 
were  reduced  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  neither  the  fuccefs  nor 
vicinity  of  the  army,  nor  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  talents  of  General 
Goddard  in  negociation,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  Futty  Sing  to  ac¬ 
cede  with  a  good  grace  to  the  pro¬ 
pofed  alliance.  His  difficulties  were, 
however,  at  length  furmounted, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the 
treaty  was  figned,  for  the  allotted 
diviiion  of  the  Guzerat  between  the 
parties,,  and  the  perpetual  exclulion 
•f  the  Poonah  government. 
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The  army  being  reinforced  by 
Futty  Sing’s  cavalry.  General  God¬ 
dard  marched  to  behege  TJ.  ,  1 

the  city  of  Ahmedabad,  ’qI  3 
the  capital  of  the  Guze-  7 
rat.  This  place,  of  fo  much  im¬ 
portance,  was  taken  by  ftorm,  in 
only  five  days  after  the  appearance 
of  the  army  before  it.  The  re¬ 
duction  of  the  capital  was  imme¬ 
diately  followed  by  that  of  the  reli 
of  the  province;  and  Futty  Sing 
being  placed  in  the  government  at 
Ahmedabad,  by  the  general,  then 
proceeded  to  pafs  grants  to  his 
creators,  of  thole  diftriCts  which  they 
yet  chofe  to  keep  in  their  own 
hands.  He  likewife  granted  thepri- 
vilege  to  the  company  of  eftahliih- 
ing  a  factory  at  Ahmedabad  ;  a  fa¬ 
vour,  from  whatever  caufe,  which 
there  was  no  great  difpofition  at 
prefent  to  receive  at  Iris  hands. 

The  policy  intended  to  be  ob- 
ferved  with  refpeCt  to  this  prince, 
feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  nature, 
with  that  which  had  of  late  been 
in  the  ufual  courle  of  practice 
with  others.  The  general,  who 
was  by  no  means  unfuccefsful,  in 
grafting  upon  the  character  of  the 
foldier  that  of  the  politician,  re¬ 
commended  delay  in  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  the  province,  until  all 
the  great  objeCjts  of  the  war  fhould 
be  fecured,  left  any  dilputed 
claims  fhould  excite  jealoufy  or 
apprehenfion  in  Futty  Sing ;  for 
whole  lervices  at  prefent  they  had 
much  occabon.  The  prefidency 
of  Bombay  were  more  explicit. 
They  complained  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  the  diltri- 
bution  of  the  province,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  portion,  in  their  opinion, 
being  by  no  means  adequate  to 
her  rights  or  pretenfions  ;  they 
therefore  advifed,  from  their  own 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  Futty  Sing’s  cha¬ 
racter,  that  the  board  would  not 
give  a  hady  or  definitive  ratifica¬ 
tion  to  the  treaty,  without  at  lead 
a  guarded  referve,  lor  a  new  and 
equitable  fettlement  to  be  hereafter 
provided. 

Before  the  immediate  fettlement 
of  the  province  had  well  taken 
place,  Sindia  and  Holkar  arrived 
with  an  army,  and  feemed  to  be  di¬ 
recting  their  courfe  towards  Surat. 
General  Goddard,  by  feveral  forced 
marches,  prevented  their  defign ; 
and  having  reached  their  encamp¬ 
ment  on  the  8th  of  March,  in¬ 
tended  to  attack  them  in  the  night. 
He  was  moil;  unexpectedly  diverted 
from  this  defign,  by  a  letter  which 
he  received  from  Mr.  Farmer,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  who  was  left  a 
hodage  at  Worgaum,  and  was  now 
in  the  enemy’s  camp,  informing 
him  of  the  friendly  profefiions  made 
by  both  tiiofe  chiefs,  and  of  their 
vvifh  to  be  on  amicable  terms  with 
the  Englifh. 

Theie  favourable  difpofitions 
feemed  confirmed  on  the  following 
day,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Far¬ 
mer  and  Captain  Stewart,  the 
two  hoitages,  in  the  camp,  who 
had  ijeen  freely  enlarged  by  Ma- 
dajee  Sindia,  and  difcharged  from 
all  obligations  on  account  of  the 
treaty  of  Worgaum.  i'hey  were 
accompanied  by  a  vackeel,  or  con¬ 
fidential  meffenger,  from  that  com¬ 
mander,  who  afi'ured  General  God¬ 
dard,  that  Sindia’s  enmity  to  Nana 
Furnele,  the  Maratta  regent,  was 
equal  to  that  of  the  Englilh,  and 
defiring  an  explanation  of  their 
deligns  with  reipect  to  the  Failhwa 
and  himfelf,  coniidered  diftinCtly 
from  that  minifter;  and  at'  the 
fame  time  wifhing  to  receive  pro- 


pofals  from  the  general  for  an  ac¬ 
commodation,  on  fuch  terms  as 
might  be  conducive  to  the  views 
and  irctereds  of  both  parties. 
Goddard  declined  fending  thefe 
prop, »fiils;  but  de fired  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of 
Sindia,  wdio  was  the  befb  judge, 
in  what  manner  a  new  fettlement 
of  the  government  of  Poonah 
might  be  effected  with  mod  eafe 
and  advantage. 

After  fome  inexplicit  letters  of 
friendly  profeffion,  Sindia  at  length 
commiifioned  his  vackeel  to  open 
and  explain  his  propofitions, 
which,  it  is  faid,  were  evidently 
calculated  to  get  Ragobah  and  his 
fon  into  his  own  poffeiiion,  and 
thereby  to  aggrandize  himfelf  in 
the  date,  without  any  regard  to 
the  intereds  of  the  Englilh.  Thefe 
were  immediately  rejected-,  and 
the  vackeel  difmifiTed  with  an  af- 
furance  that  the  Englifh  would 
put  no  redraint  upon  Ragobah, 
nor  rifque  the  fafety  of  his  fon; 
and,  before  they  put  the  power  of 
the  date  into  his  mader’s  hands, 
they  would  expect  fome  conditions 
in  their  own  favour,  though  they 
were  entirely  difpofed  to  a  fair  ac¬ 
commodation. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  conduct  of 
Sindia  in  this  tranfaCtion  feems, 
in  the  prefent  date  of  information, 
very  inexplicable.  The  giving 
up  of  the  hoftages,  if  it  had  been 
f,  llowed  by  no  intereded  propo- 
fals,  mud  have  been  coniidered  as 
an  act  of  generofity.  But  it  is 
fcarcely  credible,  that  Sindia  could 
have  expected  Ragobah  and  his 
fon  to  be  given  up  in  the  manner 
he  propofed,  and  without  his  oid- 
ing  out  any  conditions  adequate 
to  fuch  a  concefiion,  accompanied 
[C]  3  with 
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with  fo  fnameful  a  breach  of  faith. 
If  that  had  indeed  been  his  cbjedt, 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  would 
have  made  the  releafe  of  the  hof- 
tages  the  price  of  Ragobah’s  fur- 
render.  However  in  effective  that 
fcheme  was  likely  to  prove,  it  would 
not,  at  any  rate,  have  been  fo  vi- 
iionary  as  the  idea,  that  mere  grati¬ 
tude  for  an  unconditional  oblRa- 

O 

tion,  fhould  produce  an  aft  of  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  nature  in  return. 

However  it  was,  General  God¬ 
dard  found,  or  fuppofed  reaion, 
for  queftioning  Sindia’s  fmcerity 
In  every  relpedt.  He  fufpe&ed 
that  mere  delay  was  not  his  object 
,jn  holding  out  taele  inconcluhve 
terms  of  accommodation,  as  he 
difcovered  that  he  was  at  the  time 
holding  a  feerct  qorreipondence 
with  Govind'  Row,  a  rciradtory 
and  difafrecled  brother  of  Fatty 
king’s;  aid  had  not  only  pro- 
miled  iiimRffiftance  in  the  fupport 
of  whatever  his  views  were  ;  but 
had  actually  received  him  in  his 
camp.  This,  vvitn  fome  other 
inflances  of  duplicity,  rendered  the 
general  exceedingly  alert  in  endea¬ 
vouring  tu  bring  Sindia  to  adion ; 
but  he  found  him  to  watchfully 
upon  his  guard  that  furprize  was 
impracticable;  and  fo  cautious, 
that  he  would  not  voluntarily  ha¬ 
zard  a  battle. 

Even  this  negociation  with  Go¬ 
vind  Row,  (which  produced  no 
manner  of  elFeCt,  and  teemed  ca¬ 
pable  of  little)  by  no  means  af¬ 
fords  a  fatisfaCtory  explanation, 
with  refpett  to  what  we  have  obi 
ferved  of  Sindia’s  conduCt.  Ge¬ 
neral  Goddard,  after  various  ma¬ 
noeuvres  and  forced  marches  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  aCticn,  and 
Rill  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of 
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the  meafure,  in  order  to  curb  their 
rapid  incurtions  by  driving  them  to 
a  guarded  didance,  as  well  as  to 
wear  away  the  memory  and  effeCls 
of  the  late  mifadventure  at  Wor- 
gaum,  at  length,  leaving  his  tents 
Handing,  and  all  incumbrances  be¬ 
hind,  he  advanced  with  fuch  ra¬ 
pidity,  with  the  cavalry,  grenadiers, 
artillery,  and  other  the  mod  alert 
parts  of  his  army,  that  the  Maratta 
caution  cou  d  no  longer  prevail,  and 
they  were  compelled  to  Hand  an 
engagement. 

Goddard,  having  .  , 

rr  »  April 

paiied  their  principal  x  ~  D  9 ■ 
guards  with  great  17 
dexterity,  fell  in  without  hefita- 
tion  upon  their  camp.  The  ar¬ 
tillery  did  excellent  fervice,  and 
made  great  havock  among  their 
numerous  and  crouded  cavalry; 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  conduCled 
the  different  attacks  with  fuch 
boldneis,  rapidity,  and  judgment, 
that  in  about  an  hour  they  were 
thrown  into  diforder,  and  foon 
after  obliged  to  retreat,  and,  with 
very  confiderable  lofs,  totally  to 
abandon  their  ground.  The  fu- 
periority  of  difcipline  and  a  well- 
ferved  artillery,  to  courage  and 
numbers,  has  feldoni  been  better 
exemplified. 

A  Hrong  fenfe  of  the  late  dis¬ 
grace,  and  an  eager  defire  to  re¬ 
trieve  the  honour,  and  to  eftablifti 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Britith  arms, 
feemed  at  this  time  to  operate  very 
generally,  and  with  great  force, 
upon  the  Britith  officers ;  and 
even  the  fepoys,  though  fighting 
againft  their  countrymen,  feemed 
fully  fenfible  of  that  pride  of  dif- 
tindlion,  which  the  French  dittin- 
guith  by  the  term  of  i’ejprit  de 
carp.  On  the  other  hand,  the 

Marattas 
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Marattas  could  not  but  be  greatly 
difpirited  by  this  defeat,  which 
fo  effectually  tended  to  deftroy  all 
confidence  in  a  fuperiority  of 
number. 

Captain  Campbell,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  foon  after  from  a  diflant  fo- 
raging  expedition,  with  two  bat¬ 
talions  of  fepoys,  four  field-pieces, 
and  a  large  convoy  of  provifions, 
was  either  waylaid  or  overtaken  by 
Sindia,  at  the  head,  it  is  faid,  of 
twenty  thoufand  men.  It  will 
not  at  all  affeCt  Campbell’s  repu¬ 
tation,  nor  lefien  our  opinion,  any 
more  than  the  real  gallantry  of 
his  troops,  to  fuppofe  that  they 
had  a  fair  choice  of  ground  well 
fuited  to  their  condition,  and  cal¬ 
culated  for  defence.  However 
that  was,  he  formed  his  detach¬ 
ment  and  placed  his  artillery  to 
fuch  advantage,  that  he  repulfed 
Sindia  with  the  lofs  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  of  his  men,  and  brought 
his  convoy  off  unimpaired  and  in 
triumph.  It  was  obferved  in  this 
aftion,  that  the  fire  of  the  flank 
companies  was  peculiarly  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  enemy  ;  a  circumftance 
which,  in  a  great  meafure,  mull 
have  depended  upon  fome  peculi¬ 
arity  of  fituation. 

In  the  fame  prevalent  fpirit  of 
the  time.  Lieutenant  Walfh  being 
detached  with  a  regiment  of  ca¬ 
valry  and  a  battalion  of  fepoys, 
to  furprize  a  camp  of  fix  thoufand 
Marattas,  he  found  on  his  march, 
that  if  he  waited  for  the  infantry 
the  defign  mult  be  entirely  frui¬ 
trated,  as  it  would  be  open  day 
before  he  could  reach  the  enemy’s 
camp.  Thus  circumltanced,  he, 
with  that  decifive  tarn  of  mind, 
which  is  the  true  fign  of  military 
genius,  at  once  determined  to  put 
&  11  to  ifiue, 


Fortune,  as  ufual,  be¬ 
friended  boldnefs  when 
rightly  directed.  The  Marattas 
were  routed,  and  driven  out  of 
their  camp,  before  they  could 
well  recoiled  their  fituation ;  and 
their  own  cannon  turned  upon 
the  fugitives,  before  they  had  an 
idea  of  their  being  hoflile.  No 
rout  could  be  more  compleat,  or 
victory,  fo  far  as  it  went,  more 
decifive.  The  Maratta  comman¬ 
der,  with  a  great  number  of  his 
men,  were  left  dead  upon  the 
ground.  The  camp,  with  every 
thing  it  contained,  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  victors. 

The  campaign  wras  clofed  by  a 
fimilar  aCtion  under  the  conduft 
of  Major  Forbes,  who  with  two 
battalions  of  fepoys,  furprized 
and  routed  a  body  of  7000  Ma¬ 
rattas.  The  approach  of  the  rainy 
feafon  obliged  the  hoflile  armies 
to  go  into  winter  quarters.  No¬ 
thing  could  redound  more  to  the 
honour  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
of  the  officers  in  general,  and  of 
the  troops,  nor  ferve  to  imprefs  a 
Aronger  idea  of  the  decided  fu¬ 
periority  of  the  Britilh  arms,  than 
the  events  of  this  ihort  cam¬ 
paign. 

Some  brilliant  fervice  was  like- 
wife  performed  on  the  fide  of 
Bengal.  Major  Popham  having, 
in  confequence  of  the  late  treaty, 
gone  to  the  relief  of  the  Ranna  of 
Ghod,  with  a  very  difproportioned 
force  in  point  of  number,  not  only 
drove  the  Marattas  out  of  that 
country,  but  purfuing  them  into 
their  own,  made  fuch  an  acceflion 
of  territory,  as,  if  it  could  have 
been  retained,  would  prove  of 
confiderable  value. 

They,  however,  fiill  retained 
the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Gua- 

[C]  4  “  lier. 
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lier,  which  hoed  in  the  center  of 
the  Raima’s  country,  in  their  own 
hands  ;  and  with  inch  a  bridle  in 
his  mouth,  could  not  fail  to  keep 
him  under  continual  appreheniion, 
if  not  ablblute  command.  The 
iurprize  of  this  fort,  may  be 
ranked  with  the  fir  11  actions  of 
the  fame  nature  whether  antient 
or  modern.  The  fortifications  en- 
cloied  the  furnmit  of  a  very  high 
hill,  walled  round  by  rocks,  and 
guarded  on  all  fides  by  the  molt 
dreadful  precipices.  The  enciofed 
ground  was  jfo  extenfive,  and  lo 
fertile,  as  to  be  fully  equal  to  the 
conftant  maintenance  of  any  gar- 
rifon  which  could  be  neceffary’  for 
its  defence.  We  cannot  avoid 
recalling-  to  memory  on  this  occa- 
fion,  the  extraordinary  agility, 
boldnefs  and  dexterity,  of  the 
young  mountaineers  and  fhepherd- 
ibldiers,  who  were  employed  by 
Alexander  the  Great,  in  climbing 
up  fimilar  precipices,  and  the  fur- 
prize  of  filch  a  hill.  Nothing  but 
the  too  confident  fecurity,  natu¬ 
rally  incident  to  fuch  a  fituation, 
could  expofe  it  to  danger.  In  a 
word,  the  fortrefs  of  Gualier  had 
in  all  ages  been  deemed  impreg¬ 
nable. 

Some  individuals  of  a  native 
tribe  of  freebooters,  called  Me- 
wattes,  had,  from  fome  motives 
which  do  not  appear,  difeovered  a 
way,  by  which  they  repeatedly 
climbed  up  the  precipices,  and 
entered  the  place  with  fafety  in 
the  night.  .During  the  leifure 
from  all  military  fervice  induced 
by  the  rainy  ieafon,  the  hope  of 
reward  prompted  thefe  men  to 
communicate  the  difeovery  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Fopham.  This  vigilant  and 
diftinguifhed  officer  immediately 
employed  fome  perfons  of  judg¬ 


ment,  on  whom  he  cou'd  firmly 
rely,  to  attend  the  Mewattes  by 
night,  and  dried  v  to  exam  e  the 
trank  by  which  they  entered  the 


place.  He  could  gather  no  mors 
from  then  report,  than  that  it  was 
barely  pofiible  to  fucceed.  He, 
however,  con  fide  fed  the  reduction 
of  the  fortrels  to  be  of  luch  im¬ 
portance,  that  he  boldly  deter¬ 
mined  to  rifque  all  the  perfonal 
confequences  of  a  failure.  The 
defign  was  conducted  with  Inch, 
admirable  fecrecy,  and  fuch  abi¬ 
lity  difplayed  in  the  execution, 
that  the  fuppofed  impregnable 
fort  of  Gualier  was  A 


taken  with  the  lofs  of 
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a  very  few  fepoys. 

We  are  new  to  dire  hi  our  at¬ 
tention  to  the  form  which  was 
gathering  to  the  fouthward,  and 
which  was  not  only  deftined  to  the 
ruin  of  the  Carnatic,  but  feemed 
doomed  to  the  extinftion  of  the 
Englifh  name  in  that  vaff  penin- 
fitia.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  cold  civility  oi  intercourfe 
which  Hyder  Ally  Caun  main¬ 
tained,  but  the  red!  jealouly  and 
idillike  which  he  nurtured,  with 
refpedt  to  the  government  of  Ma¬ 
dras.  It  feemed  no  lefs  lingular 
than  unfortunate,  that  while  that 
prefidency  loudly  condemned  the 
continued  caufes  of  offence  given 
to,  and  the  repeated  wars  forced 
upon  the  Marattas  by  Bombay  and 
Calcutta,  and  moil  pathetically 
complained  of  and  ■  pointed  out, 
ti  e  dangerous  confequences  to  the 
company  s  interefts  at  large,  and 
the  particular  ruin  to  themfelves, 
which  thole  meafures  mull  necef- 
farily  produce,  they  were  at  the 
very  fame  time  in  the  exercife  cf 
a  conduit,  no  lefs  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  jealoufy  and  mifunder- 
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{banding,  if  not  adlual  hoftility, 
with  their  old  ally,  and  very 
powerful  neighbour,  the  Nizam, 
Soubah  of  the  Decan;  thus  in- 
crealing  the  very  evils,  and  adding 
to  that  danger,  of  which  they 
complained  l'o  much  in  others, 
and  were  lb  extremely  apprehen- 
five  of  with  refpedt  to  them- 
felves. 

That  prefidency  had,  in  the 
hr  ft  inftance,  fuffered  a  long  arrear 
to  rife  upon  the  very  moderate 
annual  pefncufh,  or  tribute,  in 
the  payment  of  which  the  com¬ 
pany  was  bound  to  the  Nizam, 
for  the  five  large  and  valuable 
northern  circars  cr  provinces;  a 
'neglect  wnich  feems  the  lefs  ex- 
cufable  in  fuch  cafes,  from  the 
{mall  proportion  which  that  kind 
of  chief  rent  bears,  to  the  real 
value  of  the  poffeffiorf.  Of  thefe 
provinces,  however,  the  company 
were  yet  only,  in  the  immediate 
poffefiion  of  four ;  the  Guntoor 
cir.car,  (which  is  the  moft  fouth- 
ern,  ana  confequently  the  neared 
to  the  Carnatic)  being  fettled  for 
life,  as  a  jaghire,  upon  Bazalet 
Jung,  the  Nizam’s  brother,  and 
forming  no  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  appanage  allotted  for  the  fup- 
port  of  that  prince’s  dignity. 
Upon  his  death,  the  Guntoor 
was  immediately  to  revert  to  the 
company;  and  during  the  inter¬ 
mediate  time,  a  proportional  fpe- 
cilied  dedu&ion  was  to  be  made, 
on  that  account,  from  the  annual 
tribute,  which  would  afterwards 
rile  to  the  amount  lettlcd  for  the 
whole. 

Bazalet  Jung  was  fpecially 
bound,  by  articles,  to  his  bro¬ 
ther,  not  to  alienate  or  difpofe  of 
the  jaghire,  in  any  manner,  or 
to  any  p.erfon,  without  his  con- 
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fent  and  approbation ;  and  the 
company  were  equally  rellrained, 
by  the  treaties  of  1766,  and  1768, 
with  the  Nizam,  by  which  the 
provinces  were  conveyed  and  con¬ 
firmed  to  them,  from  all  attempts 
by  negociaticn  or  bargain,  ex¬ 
cepting  direclly  through  himfelU 
to  obtain  polTeffion  of  the  Gun¬ 
toor  before  the  time  allotted.  As 
a  farther  part  of  the  fervice 
which  the  company  owed  for  thefe 
provinces,  they  were,  bound,  by 
the  treaties  we  have  mentioned, 
to  affift  the  Nizam  with  their 
forces,  •  and  to  protect  his  domi¬ 
nions,  in  all  cafes  of  war  or  in¬ 
vasion  ;  and  were  even  conftituted 
a  check  upon  the  refradtorinefs 
of  Bazalet  Jung  himfelf,  being 
authorized  to  difpoffefs  him  of 
the  jaghire,  if  he  fnould  enter 
into  meafures  dangerous  to  his 
brother,  or  fubverfive  of  the  peace 
and  fecurity  of  his  country.  By 
another  article,.  Bazalet  Jung’s 
entering  into  alliance  with,  or 
giving  any  affiftance  to,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  company,  would  render 
him  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  his 
jaghire. 

The  fituation  of  the  Guntoor 
circar  rendered  it  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  company.  It  lay 
on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Kriftna 
with  their  own  pofTeffions,  and 
thofe  of  the  Nabob  of  -Arcot; 
being  bounded  by  the  latter  to 
the  fouthward,  as  it  was  by  that 
great  river  on  the  north.  Thus 
it  afforded  a  diredl  intercourfe 
with  the  four  c-ther  provinces, 
which,  ilretching  in  lucceffion  to  r 
a  great  extent  along  the  coaft  to 
the  northward,  are  only  feparated 
on  the  fouth  from  the  Guntoor 
bv  the  KriFcna.  But  what  ren- 
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dered  it  of  Till  greater  importance 
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than  all  other  matters  whatever, 
was  its  poffeffing  the  Tea-port  of 
Mootapilly,  which  afforded  the 
only  intercourfe  that  either  the 
Nizam  or  his  brother  could  have 
with  the  Tea ;  thereby  keeping  a 
door  con  handy  open  for  French 
commerce,  intrigue,  and  nego¬ 
tiation  in  the  Decan  ;  as  well  as 
for  the  introduction  of  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  artillery,  and  even  troops, 
when  the  occasion  Ihould  require,  by 
that  nation. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  it 
was  natural  that  the  prelidency 
of  Madras  fhould  earneftly  with 
to  anticipate  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Gun toor ■  circar ;  and  it  was  rea¬ 
sonable  that  they  fhould  purfue 
fuch  moderate  and  temperate  mea- 
fures,  as  feemed  likely  to  facili¬ 
tate  that  purpofe.  Overtures 
were  accordingly  made,  fo  early 
as  the  year  1769,  and  afterwards 
more  than  once  renewed,  upon 
the  fubjeCt ;  undoubtedly  holding 
out  fome  terms  of  equivalent, 
exchange,  or  of  yearly  rent  for 
the  Guntoor.  But  the  advan¬ 
tages  it  afforded  being  equally 
underftood  on  both  Tides,  nothing 
conclulive  was  done ;  nor  did  the 
Nizam  feem  much  to  relilh  the 
fubjeCt ;  who  perhaps  felt,  that 
the  granting  of  too  much,  was 
the  lure  means  of  producing  un¬ 
grateful  and  difagreeabie  claims 
or  applications  for  more.  How- 
ever  that  was,  it  was  never  once 
thrown  out  coon  thefe  occaiions, 
nor  did  the  idea  feem  to  be  enter¬ 
tained,  whether  in  confultation 
or  negociation,  that  any  propo¬ 
rtions  relative  to  a  new  fettle  - 
ment  or  arrangement  of  the  Gun- 
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toor,  were  to  be  made  to  any 
other  perfon,  than  to  the  real  fove- 
reign,  the  Nizam. 


In  procefs  of  time,  various  jea- 
loufies  fprung  up,  and  differences 
arofe,  between  the  company  and 
Bazalet  Jung;  as  there  likewife 
did,  but  in  a  hill  greater  degree, 
between  that  prince  and  the  Ni¬ 
zam  his  brother.  With  refpeCl 
to  the  company,  Bazalet  was  at 
different  times  charged  with  be¬ 
ing  in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree 
connected  with,  and  under  the 
influence  of  France.  But  what 
was  particularly  complained  of, 
was  his  receiving  a  body  of  troops, 
under  the  command  of  a  Mr. 
Lally,  into  his  fervice ;  which, 
though  compofed  of  vagrants  and 
deferters  of  all  the  European  na¬ 
tions,  intermixed  with  the  dege-t 
nerate  relicks  of  the  antient  Por¬ 
tuguese,  yet  being  nominally 
French,  and  conducted  by  officers 
of  that  nation,  the  xneafure  was 
of  a  nature  which  could  not  fail 
to  give  fome  alarm,  and  much 
offence  to  the  prelidency  of  Ma¬ 
dras.  Strong  remonftrances  were 
accordingly  made  to  Bazalet,  and 
the  j uftification  or  defence  which 
he  fet  up,  not  affording  entire  fatif- 
faCtion,  hints  were  thrown  out 
that  fuch  propofals  would  be  made 
to  his  brother  for  the  Guntoor,  as 
could  not  fail  of  producing  their 
effeCt. 

In  the  mean  time, -the  conquefis 
made  by  Hyder  Ally  on  his  nor¬ 
thern  frontier,  and  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  which  he  thereby  made  in 
extending  his  dominion  towards 
Bazalet  Jung’s  borders,  as  well 
in  his  patrimonial  territories  as 
his  jaghire,  filled  that  prince  with 
apprehenfion  and  difmay.  While 
Hyder  was  at  a  diltance,  he  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  hired  the  French 
troops  as  a  protection  againft  his 
deligns,  bat  on  his  approach,  it 
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was  evident  that  he  placed  no  re¬ 
liance  in  the  fecurity  they  could 
afford.  It  was  faid,  and  is  by  no 
means  improbable,  that  he  was 
likewife  thoroughly  weary  of,  and 
highly  difgufted  with  his  new  auxi¬ 
liaries.  But,  however  that  was, 
about  the  clofe  of  the  year  1778,  he 
thought  it  neceffarv  to  throw  him- 
felf  into  the  arms  of  the  Englifh  for 
protection. 

Whatever  the  operating  mo¬ 
tives  were,  he  propofed,  nego¬ 
tiated,  and  concluded,  dircCtly 
from  himlcif,  and  without  the 
knowledge  or  intervention  of  the 
.  Nizam,  a  treaty  of 

P1"11  1 7  7  9 *  fHendiliip,  alliance, 
and,  on  their  fide,  of  defence  and 
protection,  with  the  prehdency  of 
Fort  St.  George.  By  this  treaty 
he  difmiffed  the  French  troops, 
and  furrendered  the  Guntoor  into 
the  hands  of  the  company  ;  they 
being  bound  on  their  part  to  its 
immediate  and  future  defence, 
and  to  the  payment  of  a  pre- 
fcribed  fpecific  annual  revenue  out 
of  it  for  life  to  Bazalet  Jung.  It 
feems  alfo,  as  if  his  other  territorial 
poffeffions  of  Adoni,  with  fome 
neighbouring  diftriCts,  were  taken 
under  protection. 

It  had  been  propofed  in  the 
council  at  Madras,  upon  the  jfirft 
opening  of  the  bufinefs,  that, 
confonant  to  the  fubfifling  trea¬ 
ties  between  both  parties,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  tranfaCtion  as  it  then 
flood,  of  the  offers  made  by  Ba¬ 
zalet,  the  immediate  motives  which 
led  to  them,  and  thofe  which  fiill 
operated  on  both  fides,  (liould  in- 
ftantly  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Ni¬ 
zam,  and  that  the  treaty  fhould 
of  courfe  be  conducted  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  him,  laying  the  pro- 
pofals  made  by  his  brother  down 
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as  the  groundwork.  This  wife  and 
temperate  advice  was,  however, 
overruled  by  the  majority. 

Such  was  this  tranfaCtion,  by 
which  a  treaty,  including  new 
arrangements  of  connection,  re¬ 
venue,  and  territory,  was  con¬ 
cluded  with  Bazalet  Jung,  him- 
felf  a  fubjeCt,  without  the  parti¬ 
cipation  or  confent  of  his  brother 
and  iovereign.  The  Nizam  did 
not  afterwards  by  any  means  for¬ 
get  to  remind  the  prefidency,  that 
they  had  violated  the  treaty  by 
their  acquifition  cf  the  circar  ;  and 
that  Bazalet  was  releafed  from  that 
obedience,  which  they  had  exprefsly 
bound  themfelves  to  inforce  with 
their  arms. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  no¬ 
tice,  that  the  account  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  and  procefs  of  this  bu- 
fmefs,  which  was  tranfmitted  from 
Madras  to  the  governor  general 
and  fupreme  council,  was  lo  loofe 
and  general  in  its  terms,  that  no 
other  information  could  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  it,  than  merely  that 
a  treaty  for  granting  the  Gun¬ 
toor,  upon  certain  conditions,  to 
the  company,  was  in  a  fair  traia 
of  being  brought  to  a  conclufion ; 
but  without  the  fmallefl  fpecifica- 
tion  with  whom  it  was  conducted, 
or  by  whom  the  grant  was  to  be 
made.  And  it  farther  appears, 
that  the  treaty  was  concluded  about 
ten  months  before  any  account  of 
the  tranfaCtion  was  tranfmitted  to 
Bengal. 

It  had  been  obferved,  that  moff 
of  the  tranfadtions  relating  to  land 
or  revenues  at  Madras,  had  of  late 
a  reference  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot.  In  the  prefent 
inflance,  one  of  the  hrft  aCts  that 
deferved  notice  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  new  government,  was 

the 
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the  farming  out  of  the  Gontoor 
circa  r,  upon  a  leafe  of  ten  years, 
to  that  prince.  Nothing  can  ap¬ 
pear  more  injudicious,  whether 
cmifidered  with  rdpedt  to  the  do- 
meitic  ceconomy  of  government, 
or  to  general  policy.  The  Nabob 
was  already  the  renter  of  all  the 
company’s  lands  in  the  Carnatic; 
and  befides  being  deeply  in  arrear, 
was  fo  dilatory  and  uncertain  in 
all  his  payments,  that  they  fcarce- 
ly  ever  came  in  time  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  to  which  they  were  af- 
iigned  ;  fo  that  many,  if  not  molt 
of  the  difficulties  and  dlllreffes 
which  that  government  had  for 
fome  time  experienced,  were 
charged  to  this  default;  and  it 
was  become  a  popular  obferva- 
tion,  that  in  proportion  as  lie  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life,  fo  the  talk  of  ex¬ 
tracting  money  in  any  manner 
from  hirn  became  every  day  more 
arduous. 

The  Nizam  had  ever  been  jea¬ 
lous  Gf  the  .Nabob’s  defigns  upon 
the  Decan;  and  this  jeaioufy  was 
undoubtedly  not  leffened  by  his 
connections.  And  he  faw  him 
now,  under  a  very  alarming  af- 
pe£l  of  public  affairs,  and  the  im- 
preffions  of  feveral  late  tranlac- 
tions  not  lefs  fo,  at  once  pulhed 
forward  into  a  lituation  fo  near 
and  fo  critical,  that  no  modera¬ 
tion  could  prevent  disputes  if 
they  were  fought  for,  nor  vigi¬ 
lance  guard  againft  danger  if -it  was 
intended. 

But  the  double  offence  thus 
given  to  the  Nizam,  was  by  ho 
means  fo  dangerous  in  its  confe- 
quences,  as  that  with  which  the 
meafure  of  the  farm ‘was  clogged 
with  refpeCl  to  Hyder  Ally.  In 
either  cafe,  it  was  well  to  be 
doubted,  whether  any  advantages 
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which  could  even  be  hoped  for  t# 
the  company  from  the  mealure, 
were  at  all  fufficient  to  compenfate 
for  the  effects  of  the  jeaioufy  which 
it  neceffarily  created.  Nobody  was 
ignorant  ot  the  inveterate  animolity 
ever  fub  lifting  between  Hyder  and 
the  Nabob.  He  mull  confider 
the  placing  of  his  mortal  enemy 
in  the  Guntoor,  not  only  as  in¬ 
tended  to  reftrain  his  defigns  on 
the  northern  border,  but  with  a 
view  to  diffurbance  in  his  new  ac- 
quifitions,  and  even  the  prelude 
to  a  concerted  attack  upon  him 
in  that  unfettled  quarter.  It  muff 
indeed  be  allowed,  that  the  Nabob 
was  little  calculated  to  difeufs 
doubtful  claims,  or  to  conteft  dif- 
puted  boundaries  with  Hyder  Al¬ 
ly  ;  but  he  was  confidered  as  the 
willing  and  forward  inffrument, 
if  not  the  immediate  inftigator,  of  a 
much  greater  and  more  dangerous 
power. 

Another  meafure  which  arofe 
from  this,  and  immediately  re¬ 
lated  to  Hyder,  was  fcarcely  better 
calculated  to  promote  go«d  temper. 
Bazalet  Jung,  who  feems  to  have 
been  originally  very  apprehenfive 
of  the  confequences  of  the  meafure 
he  adopted,  foon  became  exceed¬ 
ingly  terrified  through  the  mena¬ 
ces  he  received,  and  the  dangers 
which  he  forefaw;  and  not  think¬ 
ing  the  troops  within  reach  of  the 
Guntoor  at  all  equal  to  his  pro¬ 
tection,  urged  the  prefidency  to 
fend  a  ftreng  reinforcement  for  that 
purpofe. 

Col.  Harper  being  accordingly 
deftined  with  a  confiderable  (de¬ 
tachment  to  this  fervice,  was,  it 
muff  he  faid,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  neceinty,  and  without  leave 
being  obtained  or  applied  for,  or¬ 
dered  to  take  his  route  through  a 
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part  of  Hater’s  dominions.  His 
courfe  lay  through  the  Cuddepah 
province,  a  country  newly  con¬ 
quered  by  Hyder,  and  which  mutt: 
necettarily  be  dill  in  an  unfettled 
Hate ;  a  circumltance  and  tttua- 
tion  of  things,  which  could  not 
Vail  to  render  the  appearance  of 
foreign  troops  fufpicious,  even  be¬ 
tween  nations  that  were  upon  the 
moil  amicable  terms.  Upon  Har¬ 
per’s  entering  the  Cuddepah  coun¬ 
try,  he  immediately  gave  notice 
to  Hyder’s  officers  of  his  objedt 
and  dettination;  who  were  as  rea¬ 
dy  in  their  anfvver,  that  he  had 
no  right  to  marcli  without  leave 
through  their  territories ;  that  he 
fhould  accordingly  be  oppofed, 
and  the  pattes  barricaded  again# 
him.  He  notwithttanding  pur- 
fued  his  courfe  for  fome  days,  until 
arriving  at  the  narrow  pafs  of  At- 
tour,  lying  between  the  hills,  he 
found  the  trees  cut  down  acrofs 
the  way,  other  means  of  defence 
and  obftrudlion  adopted,  and  a 
conttderable  body  of  men  advan- 
tageouily  potted  to  difpute  his 
paifage.  He  had  no  orders  for 
direct  hoftility,  if  the  meafure  had 
otherwife  been  fafe  or  prudent  $ 
but  he  had  no  great  time  to  hett- 
tate  upon  the  matter,  for  he  foon 
difeovered  that  meafures  were  tak¬ 
ing  on  all  ttdes  for  furrounding 
and  encloiing  his  detachment.  In 
this  unexpefted  fituation,  he  found 
it  necettary  to  give  up  the  dettgn 
for  the  prefent,  and  to  fall  back 
to  Innaconda,  where 
’  he  arrived,  after  fpend- 
ing  fix  days  in  Hy¬ 
der’s  country. 

It  may  now  be  necettary  to  fee 
what  meafures  were  taken  by  the 
prefidency,  to  reconcile  the  Nizam 
to  the  treaty  concluded  with  Ba- 
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zalet  Jung.  Early  in  the  nego* 
elation,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
the  prettdent,  ftated  to  the  feledl 
committee  feveral  reafons,  which 
jfhewed  it  would  be  necettary  to 
fend  a  refident  to  the  Nizam’s 
court ;  among  thefe  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  making  an  apology 
for  the  arrears  due  on  the  pefhcuih, 
with  a  promife  of  payment  as  foon 
as  it  could  conveniently  be  done ; 
and  the  iettlement  of  the  Guntoor 
circar.  The  prettdent  further 
obierved,  that  if  no  other  confe- 
quence  were  to  arife  from  it,  than 
the  obtaining,  from  fuch  authority 
as  could  be  depended  on,  that  in¬ 
telligence  which  now  was  received 
only  by  chance,  and  thereby  be¬ 
ing  at  a  certainty  with  refpedt  to 
the  Nizam’s  views  and  intentions, 
and  to  any  intrigues  the  French 
were  carrying  on  with  him,  they 
were  objects  of  fuch  importance 
as  fully  ttiewed  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure.  The  propofal  being 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Holland  was  ap¬ 
pointed  refident  at  the  court  of 
Hyderabad. 

In  the  letter  to  the  governor 
general  and  fupreme  council,  con¬ 
veying  an  account  of  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  which  was  written  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  a- 
mong  lome  obfervations  on  the 
probable  confequences  of  the  dif- 
grace  brought  upon  the  company’s 
arms,  by  the  late  difafter  which 
had  befallen  the  Bombay  army, 
they  particularly  take  notice  of 
the  effect  which  ,it  was  likely  to 
produce  on  the  conduft  of  the 
Nizam,  whole  avowed  attachment 
to  the  court  of  Poonah,  avertton 
to  Ragonaut  Row,  along  with  the 
ftrong  remonttrances  which  he  had 
predated  agaiatt  the  meafures  pur- 
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fued  in  his  favour,  as  they  left 
bo  room  to  doubt  of  his  difpofi- 
tion  in  that  refpedl,  afforded  too 
much  reafon  for  being  apprehen- 
iive  that  he  would  now  take  a  part 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  company. 
They  farther  ftate,  that  as  their 
northern  circars  are  entirely  open 
to  invafton  from  the  Nizam’s  do¬ 
minions,  and  his  friendlhip  ex¬ 
tremely  doubtful,  it  was  highly 
expedient,  that  they  fhould  have 
the  beft  intelligence  of  his  defighs, 
and  the  earliell  notice  of  any 
movements  he  might  make  indi¬ 
cating  danger  to  thofe  provinces. 
That  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
Settlement  of  every  thing  relative 
to  the  Guntoor  province,  and  the 
difmilfion  of  the  French  troops, 
they  had  appointed  Mr.  Hollond 
their  refid'ent  at  Hyderabad ;  with 
Inftru&ions  to  correfpond  with  the 
Supreme  council,  and  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  them  all  intelligence 
from  that  quarter. 

Flollond’s  inftru&ions  went  to 
Several  matters  which  were  not  in¬ 
cluded,  in  this  letter,  nor  held  out 
in  the  fir  ft  propofals  to  the  coun¬ 
cil.  The  treaty  with  Bazalet  Jung 
was  now  nearly  concluded ;  and 
the  ground  which  he  was  to  take 
on  that  tender  fubject  was  much 
laboured,  ffe  was  to  declare  the 
determination  of  the  prefidency  to 
adhere  inviolably  to  the  treaty  of 
17 66,  and  to  cultivate  the  friend- 
ihip  thereby  eftablifhed.  He  was 
to  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  the 
meafures  now  in  a&  with  reipett 
to  the  Guntoor,  though  appa¬ 
rently  affecting  the  terms  of  that 
treaty,  were  in  reality  no  infringe¬ 
ment  of  it ;  that  they  had  hitherto 
made  all  their  applications  to  the 
Nizam,  as  confidering  him  re- 
fponlible  for  the  conduct  of  his 


brother ;  he  was  to  expatiate 
largely  on  the  danger  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  from  the  French  troops, 
in  Bazalet’s  fervice,  and  to  ftate 
that  circumftance  as  the  caufe  of 
their  opening  a  negociation  di¬ 
rectly  with  him ;  and  he  was  to 
hint,  that  they  confidered  that 
meafure  as  an  infringement  of  the 
treaty,  and  that  it  was  on  that  ac¬ 
count  they  had  retained  the  Ni¬ 
zam’s  peihcufh,  or  tribute;  but 
this  latter  part  of  the  bufinefs  he 
was  to  manage  cautioufiy,  and  to 
give  fuch  explanations,  as  Ihould 
prevent  the  Nizam  from  enter¬ 
taining  any  doubts  relative  to  the 
future  regular  payment  of  the 
pefhcufti. 

Mr.  Hollond  was  received  with 
great  honour  by  the  Nizam,  who 
affured  him  of  his  determination 
to  live  upon  terms  of  the  moft 
perfedt  friendlhip  with  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  to  adhere  inviolably  to 
the  treaties  between  them ;  that 
he  had  ever  religioufly  obferved 
that  condudt,  had  refifted  all  the 
folickations  made  to  induce  him 
to  fupport  the  French  intereft,  had 
caufed  his  brother  to  difmifs  Lally 
and  his  troops,  and  had  taken 
them  into  his  own  lervice,  merely 
to  prevent  their  going  either  into 
that  of  Ryder  or  of  the  Marattas. 
Fie  confirmed  and  repeated  thefe 
difpofitions  in  a  letter  written  di- 
redly  to  the  prefidency  ;  exprefting 
at  the  fame  time  his  fatis faction 
at  Hollond ’s  appointment  to  his 
court. 

The  grand  affair  of  the  Gun¬ 
toor  was  yet  held  back.  But 
when  at  a  lublequent  audience  it 
was  opened  by  Hollond,  who  like- 
wife  informed  the  Nizam,  that  the 
prefidency  had  ordered  a  body  of 
troops  to  the  Guntoor,  for  the 

protec- 
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protection  of  Bazalet  Jung  and 
that  country  againll  the  defigns  of 
Hyder  Ally,  and  urging  him  to 
join  his  own  forces  with  theirs  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  that  pur- 
pofe,  his  countenance  was  at  once 
exceedingly  changed,  being  equal¬ 
ly  exprefiive  of  aHonifhment,  and 
of  the  greateH  diftrefs  of  mind. 
After  fome  time,  being  preffed  for 
an  anfwer,  the  Nizam  faid,  that 
the  affair  was  of  a  nature  which 
might  be  attended  with  very  fe- 
rious  confequences,  and  which  re¬ 
quired  the  moll  mature  delibera¬ 
tion.  He,  however,  Hated  feveral 
caufes  which  prevented  his  Ap¬ 
plying  either  troops  or  provifions. 
In  another  conference  that  prince 
obferved,  that  it  was  very  extra¬ 
ordinary,  when  the  company  fent 
a  perfon  to  ftrengthen  the  friend- 
fhip  fubfifting  between  them,  they 
fhould  in  the  fame  inftant  engage 
in  meafures  which  were  fo  little 
likely  to  produce  that  effect.-— 
That  he  had  read  over  the  treaty 
of  1768,  and  that  entering  into 
engagements  with  his  brother  was 
a  direct  violation  of  it.— That  the 
prefidency  had  no  right  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  his  family  concerns,  and 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  con- 
fulted.  Upon  Mr.  Hollond’s  en¬ 
deavouring  to  excufe  the  meafure, 
from  the  urgency  of  the  cafe, 
which  did  not  admit  of  time  for  a 
communication  with  the  Nizam, 
as  Hyder  Ally  intended  an  imme¬ 
diate  attack  upon  his  brother’s 
country ;  that  prince  totally  de¬ 
nied  that  Hyder  had  any  fuch  in¬ 
tention ;  and  conftantly  reverting 
to  the  treaty,  laid,  that  nothing 
could  be  urged  in  vindication  of 
the  Heps  which  had  been  taken; 
and  that  if  the  treaty  was  to  be 
©bferved,  or  confidered  as  at  ail 


binding,  the  troops  fhould  be  Hop¬ 
ped  from  marching  into  the  Gun- 
toor ;  but  if  the  treaty  was  not  to 
be  regarded,  he  fhould  himfelf 
oppofe  them.  He  informed  Hol- 
lond  at  the  fame  time,  that  Hyder 
intended  fpeedily  to  fall  on  the 
Carnatic,  in  his  former  manner  of 
overrunning  the  country,  plunder¬ 
ing  and  burning  every  thing  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  cautioufly  avoiding 
pitched  battles. 

From  this  time  the  Nizam  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  much  diffatisfied  with 
refpeCl  to  the  conduct  and  views  of 
the  company,  and  particularly  and 
greatly  offended  with  the  prefiden¬ 
cy  of  Madras.  But  another  matter 
was  [foon  to  come  forward,  of  as 
nature  fo  much  more  vexatious 
and  provoking,  that  the  former 
could  feem  in  comparifon  only- 
trivial. 

For  the  better  comprehenfion  of 
this  builnefs  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  take  notice,  that  at  the  time 
the  poor  prince,  Sha  Allum,  the 
reprefentative  of  the  Mogul  fa¬ 
mily,  and  generally  called  the 
King,  had  put  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  the  company,  hoping  to 
derive  fome  fignal  benefit  from 
making  them  grants  of  countries 
into  which  he  would  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter,  and  of  revenues 
which  he  could  not  touch,  he 
paHed  a  phirmaund  or  grant,  by 
which  he  afligned  to  them,  in  the 
year  1765,  thole  five  northern 
circars,  which  were  then  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  Nizam,  and  which 
the  prefidency  of  Madras  after¬ 
wards  obtained  from  him  by  treaty. 
The  value  of  fuch  a  grant  as  that 
of  Sha  Allum’s,  it  is  eafily  feen, 
muH  depend  entirely  upon  the 
ability  of  the  party  to  enforce  it: 
and,  even  in  that  cafe,  is  worth  no 

more 
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more  than  (what  is  never  wanted) 
a  pretence  for  war  and  conqueff. 

Upon  receiving  the  Nizam’s 
letter  at  Madras,  with  one  from 
Mr.  Hollond,  containing  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  very  favourable  and 
flattering  reception  which  he  met 
with,  the  preiidcnt  obferved  to  the 
committee,  that  he  had  always 
confidered  the  pefficufh  as  dis¬ 
graceful  to  the  company,  and  as 
an  acknowledgment  which  the  Ni¬ 
zam  had  no  right  to  demand. 
That  the  giving  up  of  the  Gun- 
toor  to  his  brother  for  life,  was  a 
fufficient  condefcenflon  from  the 
company.  That  the  grant  from 
the  Mogul,  was  free  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  for  the  five  eircars ;  and 
the  receiving  them  afterwards  from 
the  Nizam,  on  paying  him  an  an¬ 
nual  tribute,  was  a  facrifice  of  the 
company’s  rights.  He  obferved, 
that  the  time  feemed  favourable 
for  throwing  off  fo  heavy  a  bur¬ 
then  ;  that  the  immenfe  expences 
which  the  company  were  put  to, 
both  to  the  northward  and  in  the 
Carnatic,  rendered  it  neceffary 
that  they  fhould,  endeavour  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  as  much  as  poffible. — 
He  was  perfuadcd  that  the  Nizam 
Was  not  fufflciently  powerful  to  en¬ 
force  the  demand.  At  all  events, 
they  might  with  fafet.y  make  the 
attempt,  and  try  to  obtain  a  re- 
miflion  of  fo  unneceffary,  and  fo 
improper  a  tribute,  to  which  the 
Nizam  had  no  legal  title,  and 
which  could  only  have  been  ori¬ 
ginally  agreed  to,  through  the 
want  of  paying  a  proper  attention 
to  the  Mogul’s  phirmaund ;  but 
if,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bu  finds, 
the  aiterppt  fhould  appear  impo¬ 
litic,  or  attended  who  too  much 
difficulty,  the  matter  might  then 
be  dropped,  and  the  payment  of 


the  tribute  made  good.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  propofed  that  a  letter 
fhould  be  written  to  Mr.  Hollond, 
particularly  in  ifr  uding  him  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  fo  definable  an  objed. 
He  ack  nowledged,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  fubjecc  was  very 
delicate,  and  fhould  not  be  abruptly 
gone  into;  and  that  the  opening 
of  it  to  the  Nizam,  would  require 
much  management  and  addrefs  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Hollond,  who  muff, 
by  turns,  footh,  and  work  on  his 
apprehenfions,  as  the  occasion  might 
require. 

The  preff dent’s  arguments  feem¬ 
ed  to  be  conclufive  with  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  his  propolal  met  with 
their  full  approbation.  Hollond 
was  inffruded,  not  to  mention  any 
compromife,  nor  to  ffipulate  for 
the  payment  of  any  part  of  the 
pefhcufh,  until  every  endeavour  to 
induce  the  Nizam  to  relinquifh 
the  whole  had  failed  of  effed ; 
and  he  was  likewife  from  his  own 
observation  to  learn  whether  there 
were  any  points  in  which  he  wifhed 
that  the  company  fhould  accede  to, 
as  a  return  for  his'  giving  up  his 
claim  to  the  peiheulh.  In  the 
clofe,  however  of  the  letter,  they 
obferve  to  Hollond,  that  although 
their'  wi flies  extended  to  an  entire 
re  mi  iff  on  of  the  pefhcufh,  and 
which  was  accordingly  to  be  the 
balls  of  his  hrff  propofal,  and  to 
bp  fupported  by  his  beft  endea¬ 
vours,  yet  they  confeffed,  that 
without  fometbing  of  importance 
to  tempt  him,  they  could  hardly 
exp.ed  that  he  would  at  once  he 
brought  to  fo  great  a  conceffion ; 
but  they  hoped,'  that  making  the 
demand  at  that  time  in  its  full 
extent,  they  fhould  the  moreeafily 
obtain  a  confiderable  abatement  in 
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the  amount  of  the  Pefhcufh.  If, 
therefore,  all  his  endeavours  for  an 
entire  remiffion  of  the  tribute  fhould 
fail,  he  was  then  to  try  to  bring  the 
Nizam  to  an  abatement,  from  five 
lacks,  which  was  the  prefent  ffand- 
ard,  to  two  lacks  of  rupees  a  year; 
being  the  rate  at  which  the  com¬ 
pany  held  the  Circars  by  treaty,  for 
the  firlt  fix  years. 

This  unexpected  demand  on  the 
Nizam  was  made  in  the  latter  end 
of  June;  and  coming  in  the  place 
of  payment  of  the  arrear,  or  apo¬ 
logy  for  the  delay,  and  while  the 
frefh  fore  of  the  Guntoor  was  green 
and  rankling  in  his  mind*  could  not 
fail  greatly  to  affeCt  and  alarm  him. 
He  was  accordingly  exceedingly 
agitated — faid,  that  he  now  found 
the  prefidency  were  determined  to 
break  the  treaty,  and  there  was  no 
further  occafion  for  Mr.  Hollond’s 
Haying  there;  that  if  they  were 
bent  on  war,  he  was  likewife  ready ; 
and  that  if  they  faw  any  advantage 
in  breaking  with  him,  he  fhould  be 
very  well  pleafed,  as  he  was  con¬ 
vinced,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  contelt  would  be  on 
his  fide. — He  Hated,  that  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Circars  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  had  proceeded  from  the  fraud 
and  ignorance  of  his  managers ; 
and  that  he  had  fubmitted  to  that 
heavy  lofs  from  a  fenfe  of  his  en¬ 
gagements,  and  confidering  himfelf 
bound  by  the  treaties,  had  Hill  ad¬ 
hered  to- them.  He  concluded,  by 
threatening  immediately  to  join  Hy- 
der  Ally,  and  defired  that  his  de¬ 
claration  might  be  immediately 
communicated  to  the  prefidency, 
and  a  fpeedy  anfwer  returned;  for 
if  there  was  any  delay,  his  troops 
might  poffibly  advance  upon  Cob 
Harper,  on  his  way  to  the  Gun¬ 
toor. 

Vo l.  XXV. 


F  EUROPE.  [49 

In  the  anfwer  returned  to  Hol- 
lond  upon  this  fubjeCl,  the  commit¬ 
tee  obferved,  that,  although  the 
Nizam’s  refentment  was  railed, 
they  Hill  flattered  themfelves  with 
greater  fuccefs  than  they  could  have 
procured  by  a  different  line  of  con¬ 
duct  He  was  inffruCled  to  repre- 
fent  to  him  that  no  threat  was  meant, 
but  that  it  was  intended  the  remif- 
fion  fhould  proceed  from  his  favour 
and  generofity  —  that  the  claim, 
however,  was  built  on  fuch  a  foun¬ 
dation  of  equity,  that  it  could  not 
be  relinquilhed,  and  hoped  he  would 
be  convinced  of  it.  Hollond  was 
farther  inffrudled,  that  as  a  remif- 
fion  of  the  whole  could  not  be 
hoped  for,  he  fhould  aim  at  the  pro- 
pofed  abatement ;  and  he  was  alfo 
to  throw  out,  that  though  they 
fhould  pay  what  was  owing  to  the 
Nizam,  when  circumftances  permit¬ 
ted,  they  fhould  be  fully  prepared 
to  revenge  the  leaff  infult  that  was 
offered  to  them. 

It  fhould  fcarcely  be  Overlooked, 
that  in  this  feafon  of  extraordinary 
tranfadlion  and  unlooked-for  de¬ 
mand,  amidft  fo  many  other  fub- 
jefts  of  irritation,  the  difmiflion 
of  the  forces  under  Lally,  and  the 
fending  them  to  the  fea  coaffs,  in 
order  that  the  European  part  fhould 
be  fhipped  off  for  their  own  quarter 
of  the  world,  and  the  native  dif- 
perfed,  was  among  the  points 
warmly  inflffed  upon  with  the 
Nizam. 

That  prince  at  A  * 

length  concluded  a 
conference  with  Mr.  Hollond  by 
informing  him,  that  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoftilities  muff  be  the  ne- 
ceflary  confequence  of  withholding 
the  pefhcufh;  and  that  he  might 
have  his  audience  of  leave  in  two 
days;  which  was  fucceeded  by  a 

[&]  formal 
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formal  notice  to  Kollond  to  prepare 
for  his  departure*  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Nizam  talked  publicly  of 
taking  the.  held  as  foon  as  the  rainy 
ieafon  was  owe?. 

It  was  no  fmall  degree  of  good 
fortune,  that  the  governor  general 
apd  fupreme  council  totally  difap- 
proved,  of  and  condemned,  thofe  cf~ 
jfenfive  meafures  with  refpeCt  to  the 
Nizam,  which  were  purfued  on  the 
fide  of  Madras.  For  it  is  probably 
to  their  interference  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that  we  are  principally,  if  not 
entirely,  to  attribute  the  fubfequent 
inactivity  of  this  prince,  in  the  fup- 
port  of  that  grand  league  of  con¬ 
federacy  again  ft  the  Englifh,  of 
which  he  boafted  himfelf  to  be  the 
founder. 

It  was,  however,  late,  before  they 
received  an  account  of  thefe  trans¬ 
actions,  and  confequently  more  fo 
before  their  interference  could  take 
effeCt.  Advices  being  at  'length 
received  from  Mr.  Hollond  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  it  was  immediately  and  una- 
iiimoufty  determined  in  the  fupreme 
council,  that  they  ftiould  take  an 
aCtive  part  in  the  buiinefs,  in  order 
to  prevent  or  remedy  thofe  mifchiefs 
and  dangers  which  were  likely  to 
proceed,  from  the  unjufti fable  mea- 
•^r  n  fares  purfued  with  the 
Ni^am.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  difpatched  a  letter  to  that 
prince,  calculated  to  quiet  or  remove 
his  apprehenftons,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  imputing  as  little  blame  as 
poffible  to  the  prefidency  of  Fort 
St.  George,  in  order  to  avoid  leffen- 
Ing  or  difgracing  that  government 
in  his  eyes.  In  this  they  ftated,  that 
the  government  of  Madras  could 
not  have  had  an  idea  of  the  cffen- 
ilve  intentions  which  his  highnefs 
imputed  to  them;  for  if  they  had, 
they  muft  have  imparted  it  to  the 


-  § 


government  of  Bengal,  as  fuch  & 
delign  could  not  be  carried  into 
execution,  nor  could  the  company’s 
name  be  ever  pledged,  without  the 
fanCtion  of  the  fupreme  councih 
They  likewife  acquainted  him,  that 
they  had  direCled  Mr.  Hollond  to 
fufpend  his  negotiation,  until  he 
fhoujd  have  received  further  in- 
ftruCtions  from  his  immediate  con- 
Itituents,  to  whom  they  had  them- 
felves  written  on  the  fubjeCt.  They 
enclofed  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the 
Nizam  in  that  which  they  direCled 
to  Madras ;  and  without  any  fever© 
cenfure  or  heavy  condemnation  of 
what  had  been  done,  only  enjoined 
a  ftriCi  compliance  with  the  in¬ 
junctions  now  laid  down  for  reftor- 
ing  amity. 

The  Nizam  expreffed  great  fa*. 
tisfaClion,  to  Mr.  Hollond,  on  read¬ 
ing  his  letter,  which  he  only  re¬ 
ceived  a  few  days  before  Chriftmas; 
and  after  dwelling  on  the  reputa¬ 
tion  which  the  Enp-liih  had  obtained 

o 

through  former  good  faith,  afked 
how  the  late  conduCt  of  his  em¬ 
ployers  could  be  reconciled  with 
that  character  ?  After  charging 
them  with  a  violation  of  treaty, 
particularly  in  feizing  his  brother’s 
Circar,  he  declared  that  he  was  on 
the  eve  of  revenging  thefe  infults 
when  the  letter  arrived ;  but  that  he 
would  now  put  a  ftop  to  his  mea¬ 
fures.  He  then  added,  “  If  what 
“  you  write  is  from  your  heart, 
“  and  the  government  of  Madras 
“  will  adhere  ftriCtly  to  treaty, 

and  will  relinquish  the  poffeftion 
ef  of  the  Circar,  it  is  well ;  if  not, 
ff  I  have  nothing  of  greater  confe- 
<c  quence  than  defending  my  ccun- 
“  try.  It  is  from  this  new  line  of 
(t  conduCt  of  the  Engliih  company, 
(i  that  the  foundations  of  enmity 
u  have  been  laid  in  the  whole  coun* 

x  “  try 
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"  try  of  Indoftan.”  He  concluded 
by  defiring  that  their  friendftiip 
might  continue  fieady. 

This  interference  of  the  fupreme 
council  was  exceedingly  ill  taken  at 
Madras.  They  teftified  the  great- 
eft  furprize,  that  their  endeavours 
to  get  rid  of  a  heavy  and  difgrace- 
ful  burthen,  Ihould  be  reprefented 
as  a  violation  of  faith  ;  they  charg¬ 
ed  themfelves  only  with  erring  on 
the  fide  of  forbearance  in  their  con¬ 
duct  with  the  Nizam,  and  attri¬ 
buted  his  violent  behaviour  to  that 
fort  of  paftionate  folly,  which  fome- 
times  arifes  from  a  fenfe  of  inability 
and  weaknefs ;  but  if  he  really  en¬ 
tertained  ideas  or  defigns  inimical 
to  the  company,  they  arofe  entirely 
from  the  Maratta  war,  and  not 
from  any  tranfaflions  that  palled 
between  him  and  their  prefidency ; 
and  they  juftified  their  Hopping  of 
the  pefhculh,  by  recriminating  with 
great  warmth  upon  Bengal,  for  the 
example  which  they  had  fet,  in 
ftripping  the  Shah  Allum  of  his 
tribute.  But  they  went  ftill  farther, 
and  ftiffty  difputed  the  point  of  ju- 
rifdi&ion  with  the  fupreme  council; 
totally  denying  their  right  of  inter¬ 
ference,  and  putting  fuch  a  con- 
ftruftion  upon  a  claufe  of  the  acl  of 
parliament  from  which  they  de¬ 
rived  their  authority,  as  tended  to 
fnevv,  that  their  reftraining  powers 
did  not  at  all  extend  to  the  prefent 
inftance.  —  The  prefidency,  at  the 
fame  time,  recalled  and  fufpended 
Mr.  Hollond;  for  whole  aifgrace 
no  other  caufe  appears,  than  his 
communicating  to  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil  the  tranfaflions  with  the  Nizam; 
which,  by  his  original  inftructions, 
it  appears  to  have  been  his  duty  to 
do.  He  was,  however,  continued 
by  the  fupreme  council  at  the  court 


of  Hyderabad,  and  appointed  their 
refident  to  the  Nizam. 

This  difpute,  between  the  fu¬ 
preme  council  and  the  prefidency 
of  Madras,  run  deep  into  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year ;  and  was  at  length  only 
ended,  and  fatisfaflion  obtained  for 
the  Nizam,  (in  the  midft  of  the 
Confufion  occafioned  by  Hyder  Al¬ 
ly’s  invafion  of  the  Carnatic)  by 
the  former  proceeding  to  the  laft 
extremity  of  fufpending  Mr.  White- 
hill,  who  fucceeded  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold  as  prefident  of  that  coun¬ 
cil. 

We  have  feen  Col.  Harper’s  in- 
effectual  attempt  to  pafs  through 
Hyder  Ally’s  newly-acquired  terri¬ 
tories  in  his  way  to  theGuntoor  Cir- 
car,  which  equally  extended  to  the 
relief  or  protection  of  Bazalet  Jung 
in  his  capital  of  Adoni ;  and  of  Har¬ 
per’s  confequent  return  to  Innaconda. 
The  failure  of  this  expedition,  which 
arofe  entirely  from  an  ill-judged 
and  uprofitable  attempt,  not  at  all 
connedled  with  it,  totally  difeon- 
certed  the  views  of  the  prefidency 
with  refped  to  that  prince.  Harper 
was  then  not  only  detained  for  frefti 
orders,  but  when  they  arrived,  he 
had  neither  money  nor  provisions  to 
enable  him  to  purfue  his  march  by 
that  way,  which  Ihould  have  been 
originally  adopted,  and  which  then, 
would  have  produced  the  intended 
effect.  The  prefidency  fretted  at 
a  delay,  which  fo  materially  inter¬ 
fered  with  their  defigns,  and  which, 
though  it  proceeded  from,  they 
were  by  no  means  willing  to  attri¬ 
bute  to  themfelves,  charged  Harper 
with  dilatorinefs,  and  gave  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  detachment  to  Col. 
Baillie. 

In  the  meantime,  Bazalet  Jung, 
prefied  on  both  fides  by  his  brother 
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and  Hyder  Ally,  to  renounce  the 
engagements  into  which  he  had  en¬ 
tered  with  the  Englilh,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  terrified  by  the  threats  of 
the  latter,  was  incefiant  in  his  ap¬ 
plications  at  Madras,  for  that  im¬ 
mediate  fuccour  and  protedlion, 
without  which  he  could  no  longer 
maintain  them.  Hyder  no  longer 
held  any  referve  with  refpedl  to  his 
enmity  to  the  Englifh,  or,  per¬ 
haps  more  properly,  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Madras.  In  his  letters  to 
Bazalet  Jung,  he  affefted  to  hold 
their  councils  in  the  utmoft  con¬ 
tempt,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  re- 
prefented  their  views  and  defigns, 
as  the  moft  atrocious  and  danger¬ 
ous  that  could  pollibly  be  imagined. 
He  laid,  that  he  knew  them  well; 
and  while  he  reprefented  them  as 
the  common  enemy  of  the  country, 
if  not  of  mankind,  he  endeavoured 
to  fhew  from  his  own  experience 
and  fuccefs  in  the  lafi;  war,  that  they 
were  not  near  fo  formidable,  even 
in  arms,  as  was  vainly  imagined  by 
thofe  who  had  not  courage  to  try 
their  force.  He  concluded,  with 
what  was  equivalent  to  a  threat, 
that  he  could  not  admit  of  his  put¬ 
ting  the  Circar  into  the  hands  of 
his  old  and  bitter  enemy. 

The  Nizam  alked  him  if  he  did 
not  know  the  difpofition  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  ?  and  that  nothing,  which 
they,  by  any  means,  once  got  pof- 
feffion  of,  could  ever  be  got  out  of 
their  hands  ?  He  quoted  the  in- 
llance  of  their  treatment  of  Sujah 
Dowla  and  his  fon,  to  (hew  the 
.danger  and  ruin  which  even  at- 
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tended  their  friendffiip;  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  menaces,  that  if  he 
perfiited  in  his  connexion  with 
them,  his  troops  fhould  join  Hyder 
Ally’s,  in  totally  difpoffefiing  him 
of  all  his  territories ;  and  that  he 
would  then  grant  the  Guntoor  Cir¬ 
car  to  Hyder. 

* 

But  letters  and  menaces  not  pro¬ 
ducing  the  expefted  effed,  Hyder’s 
troops,  taking  advantage  of  the  de¬ 
lays,  which  Harper  and  his  fuccef- 
for’s  detachment  met  with,  fuddenly 
entered  Bazalet  Jung's  territories, 
and  feizing  all  the  open  country, 
confined  that  terrified  prince  within  ■ 
the  walls  of  Adorn,  his  capital.  In 
this  ftate,  he  reprefented  at  Madras 
the  impoffibility  now  of  fulfilling  his 
engagements,  accompanied  with  a 
requelt,  that  they  would  withdraw 
their  troops  and  civil  officers  from 
the  Guntoor  Circar,  as  their  conti¬ 
nuance  there  would  prove  his  ine¬ 
vitable  ruin. 

Such  was  the  fiate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year.  And  fuch  were  the  meafures 
purfued  on  both  fides  of  India,  whe¬ 
ther  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  tranquillity,  or  for  giving  oc- 
cafion  to  that  dangerous  confe¬ 
deracy  of  the  native  powers,  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  annihilation  of  the 
Englifh  power  and  interefis  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  The  prefidency 
of  Madras,  the  fupreme  council, 
and  the  government  of  Bombay, 
have  all  accufed  each  other,  of  hav- 
ing  given  rife  to  the  fatal  events 
that  enfued* 
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CHAP.  III. 

State  of  affairs  on  the  coaj}  of  Coromandel.  Mabie  taken .  Nabob  of  Arcot . 
Strong  indications  of  Hyder  Ally' s  indifpoftion  to  the  government  of  Madras, 
and  of  his  defgns  upon  the  Carnatic .  Neglect  of  preparation .  Diffmtions 
in  council.  Hyder  invades  the  Carnatic  with  a  great  army.  Country 
ravaged ;  Conjeveram  burnt.  Arcot  befeged.  Gen.  Sir  Hector  Monro 
marches  with  the  army  from  the  Mount ,  in  order  to  form  a  junction  with 
Col.  Baillie,  and  to  relieve  Arcot.  Hyder  raifes  the  fege,  and  places 
his  army  in  a  poftion  to  prevent  the  junction.  Baillie  defeats  Meet 
and  T ippoo  Saib,  but  Hyder' s  whole  army  being  in  his  way ,  is  unable  , 
to  proceed  on  his  march.  Col.  Fletcher  Jent  with  a  chcfen  detachment 
to  reinforce  Baillie.  Defperate  action  between  Hyder' s  army  and  the 
united  detachment.  Singular  gallantry  difplayed  by  that  fmall  body  of 
men.  Accidental  blowing  up  of  their  powder,  changes  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  and  occafons  the  lofs  of  the  whole  corps.  Great  faugh  ter ;  CoL 
Fletcher  killed,  and  Baillie ,  with  a  fmall  number  of  Europeans,  taken  pri - 
foners.  Gen.  Sir  H,  Monro  retreats  to  Chingleput ,  and  from  thence  to 
Madras.  Deplorable  fate  of  the  country,  and  of  the  company' s  affairs . 
Guntoor  Circar  refored  to  Bazalet  Jung',*  and  a  conciliatory  letter  J'ent  to 
the  Nizam.  Hyder  renews  the  fiege  of  Arcot.  'Fakes  the  city,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  fort  or  citadel.  Vigorous  meafures  taken  by  the  Supreme  Council, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrives  at  Madras,  with  a 
large  fum  of  money,  and  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans,  from  Bengal :  takes 
the  command  of  the  army.  Mr.  Whitehill  fufpended  from  his  office  of 
prefdent  and  governor. 

IT  was  not  a  little  lingular  as  well 
as  unfortunate,  that  while  mea¬ 
fures  of  irritation  tending  flrongly 
to  hoftility  with  the  neighbouring 
powers,  were  purfued  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras,  ho  fuitable 
military  preparations  were  made, 
nor  means  provided,  whether  for 
diverting  the  confequences  which 
might  be  apprehended  from  thofe 
meafures,  or  for  fupporting  the 
defigns  which  fome  of  them  appa¬ 
rently  indicated.  Hyder  Ally’s 
indifpoiition  towards  that  govern¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  his  intimate  con¬ 
nections  with  the  French,  were 
publicly  known.  lie  affedtcd  to 
make  a  diftindtion  between  that 
prefidency  and  the  company  at 
large;  for  whom,  and  for  the 


Englilh  in  general,  he  occafionally 
profelfed  good  withes  and  regard ; 
but  took  no  pains  to  difguife  his 
jealoufy  of  the  former. 

Befides  the  failure  on  the  fide  of 
Madras,  in  not  adting  up  to  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty  of  1769, 
at  the  time  that  Hyder  was  dif- 
trelfed  and  overborne  by  the  Ma- 
rattas,  various  other  matters  which 
afforded  ground  for  complaint  and 
difguft  had  fince  occurred.  It  is 
probable,  that  he  was  of  late  in- 
duftrious  in  feeking  or  watching 
for  occafions  of  this  nature ;  but 
it  fhould  like  wife  feem,  that  he 
was  not  without  fome  well-founded 
caufes  of  complaint.  A  gentle¬ 
man  of  confiderable  rank  and  com¬ 
mand  in  the  company’s  military 
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fervice  was  fo  fenfible  of  it,  that  he 
did  not  fcruple  in  a  letter  to  the 
prefidency,  indiredlly  to  arraign 
their  copduft,  by  complaining  of 
the  many  things  which  had  been 
done  to  irritate  Hyder’s  govern¬ 
ment,  without  their  providing  in  any 
manner  again!!  the  inevitable  con- 
fequences. 

It  was  even  the  general  opinion, 
both  with  natives  and  forei  owners, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  Hyder’s 
being  fo  deeply  engaged  as  he  was 
in  the  Maratta  war,  could  have 
prevented  his  inarching  to  the  af- 
fiflance  of  the  French,  when  Pon¬ 
dicherry  was  reduced  in  1778, 
His  behaviour  with  refpedt  to  the 
expedition  again!!  the  French  fort 
and.  fettlement  of  Mahie,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year, 
not  only  afforded  a  demondration 
of  his  attachment  to  that  nation, 
and  indifpoiition  to  the  government 
of  Madras,  but  might  have  been 
confidered  as  an  index  to  his  future 
con dud. 

Mahie  was  fituated  in  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  one  of  the  fmall  princes 
on  the  Malabar  coafl,  who,  with 
his  neighbours,  being  overruled  by 
the  fortune  of  Hyder  Ally,  had 
been  forced  to  fubroit  to  a  de- 
pendance  on  him.  Hyder  made 
this  circum dance  a  pretext,  for 
affeding  to  confider  Mahie  as 
n  part  of  his  dominion;  and  in  a 
high  and  authoritative  tone,  re¬ 
in  on  drated  again d  the  expedition. 
He  declared,  that  many  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  French,  EnglUb,  Dutch, 
Danes,  and  Portuguefe,  had  eda- 
blilhed  factories,  or  were  individu¬ 
ally  fettled  in  his  dominions,  for 
the  purpofes  o t  commerce,  and  to 
the  mutual  benefit  of  his  own  fub- 
jeds  and  theirs :  that  they  were 
all  under  his  protection,  and  ihculd 
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fully  receive  it:  that  he  had  new 
thing  to  do  with  their  particular 
quarrels;  that  he  ihould  confider 
the  intended  attempt  on  Mahie  as 
a  dired  attack  upon  himfelf,  and 
that  he  would  accordingly  repel 
and  revenge  it  to  the  utmod  of 
his  power.  At  the  fame  time, 
his  vakeel,  or  rendent,  at  Madras, 
denounced,  in  plain  terms,  an  ir¬ 
ruption  into  the  Carnatic  if  the 
expedition  took  place.  Thefe 
threats  occafioned  fome  paufe  in 
the  profecuticn  of  the  meafure ; 
but  Hyder  being  dill  engaged  in 
war,  and  the  expulfion  of  the 
French  from  Mahie,  confidered  as 
a  matter  of  the  utrnod  importance, 
it  was  at  length  determined  to  en¬ 
counter  the  confequences .  CoL 
B  rath  wake’s  rapid  fuccefs  in  the 
redudion  of  that  place,  defeated 
Hyder’s  views  for  its  prefervation ; 
but  he  treated  it  upon  all  occaiions 
as  an  injury  of  a  nature  not  to  be 
borne,  and  in  a  manner,  which 
indicated  his  determination  of  ob¬ 
taining  in  due  time  full  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Little  doubt  feemed  now  to  re¬ 
main,  as  to  the  part  which  Hyder 
would  take,  whenever  he  was  dif- 
engaged  from  the  Maratta  war; 
and  this  difpofition  became  foon 
more  dangerous,  from  the  number 
of  troops  which  the  French  were 
continually  fending  to  their  Afri¬ 
can  iilands  of  Mauritius  and  Bour¬ 
bon  ;  as  well  as  the  firong  fqua- 
dron  which  they  not  long  after 
difpatcned  from  Europe,  for  the 
fupport  of  their  intereft  in  the 
Ealt. 

Y  et,  with  all  this  diffatisfadiorl 
and  ill  temper,  on  the  fide  of  Hy¬ 
der  Ally,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britiih  forces  in  India  has 
Lnce  recorded  his  opinion,  by  a 
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written  minute  in  the  council  of 
Madras,  and  in  terms  which  fhew 
a  full  conviction,  that,  notvvith- 
itanding  the  affair  of  Mahie,  and 
all  other  fubjects  of  jealoufy  or 
dilference,  peace  might  not  only 
have  been  dill  preferved,  but  an 
advantageous  and  firm  alliance 
concluded  between  him  and  the 
company,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  untoward  meafures  purfued 
with  Bazalet  Jung  relative  to  the 
Guntoor  Circar.  From  that  time 
indeed,  Hyder  held  no  referve  in 
declaring  his  fentiments  with  re- 
fpefl  to  the  government  of  Ma¬ 
dras. 

Although  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
was  mod  diamefully  and  culpably 
negligent,  in  every  thing  that  de¬ 
pended  upon  himfelf  relative  to 
preparation  and  defence,  yet  he 
was  a  vigilant  watchman  with  re- 
fipeCt  to  the  prefidency,  and  gave 
them  repeated  warnings  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  danger.  He  had  been 
early  in  advifing  the  wholefome 
meafure,  of  drawing  the  troops 
together  in  the  Carnatic,  and  of 
forming  one  or  two  camps  in  fuch 
pofitions,  as  would  appear  the  bed 
calculated  for  preferving  the  com¬ 
munications,  and  for  protecting 
the  country  in  cafe  of  invafion. — 
He  dated,  in  fupport  of  his  ad¬ 
vice,  the  fuddennefs  of  the  irrup¬ 
tion,  if  it  took  place,  and  the  ra¬ 
pidity  with  which  the  enemy’s 
horfe  would  overfpread  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  the  difficulty  and  danger 
which  would  then  attend  every 
attempt  to  colled  the  troops,  if 
they  lay  fcattered  in  remote  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  what  would  be  fcarcely 
lefs  pernicious,  the  impradicabi- 
lity  of  procuring,  under  the  gene¬ 
ral  imprefiion  of  terror,  bullocks, 
(which  qre  generally  ufed  in  India) 
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for  the  fervice  of  the  artillery,  or 
a  fufficient  number  of  thofe  na¬ 
tive  coolies,  or  porters,  who  are 
neceffary  to  all  armies  in  that 
country,  for  the  purpofe  of  abid¬ 
ing  in  the  conveyance  both  of 
baggage  and  provifions.  He  at 
the  fame  time  declared,  that  he 
had  neither  treafures  nor  cavalry 
upon  which  he  could  found  a  hope 
of  making  an  effedual  refidance. 
The  nabob’s  intelligence  and  ad¬ 
vice  were  both  good,  but  his 
rooted  enmity  to  Hyder  Aliy  ren¬ 
dered  them  fufpeded,  and  pro¬ 
bably,  not  always  without  reafon. 
He  had  long  urged  the  prefidency 
to  an  alliance  with  the  Marattas 
again d  Hyder;  a  propofal,  which 
if  it  had  been  otherwife  approved 
of,  the  meafures  purfued  on  the 
other  fide  of  India  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1779,  prefidency  received  in¬ 
telligence  from  the  nabob,  of  the 
peace  concluded  between  Hyder 
and  the  Marattas,  with  fome  faint 
fketch  of  the  alliance  formed  be¬ 
tween  thofe  powers  and  the  Nizam 
againd  the  Englifh.  This  was 
not  at  fird  credited,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  was  too  well 
confirmed.  Although  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  new  confederacy 
were  not  exactly  known,  yet,  as 
things  dood,  a  peace  of  any  fort 
between  Hyder  and  the  Marattasi 
might  have  been  confidered  as  the 
fignal  of  a  war  with  the  former. 
Though  this  feemed  in  fome  fort 
to  be  underdood  at  Madras,  and 
that  the  ruinous  confequences  of 
an  invadon  of  the  Carnatic  were 
fully  difplayed  in  their  correfpon- 
dence  with  Bengal,  yet  that  go¬ 
vernment  relied  fo  much  upon  an 
accommodation  between  the  other 
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prefidencies  and  the  Marattas,  as 
the  certain  means  of  averting  the 
evil,  that  it  perhaps  flackened 
their  endeavours  to  provide  for  the 
iaft  extremity  in  cafe  of  failure. 
They  did  not  believe  that  Hyder 
would  have  ventured  upon  a  war, 
if  the  difputes  with  the  Marattas 
were  fettled;  (an  opinion  which, 
however,  appears  fufficiently  pro¬ 
blematical)  and  they  perhaps  de¬ 
pended  too  much  upon  the  ac¬ 
commodating  fpirit  of  the  other 
parties. 

The  governor  of  Fort  St.  George 
had  already  employed  a  private 
perfon  to  convey  a  letter  to,  and 
to  open  a  fecret  negociation  with 
Hyder,  hoping  by  a  direCt  per¬ 
sonal  communication,  to  be  able 
to  fettle  or  remove  the  exiflino- 
differences,  and  at  any  rate  to  ac^ 
fjuire  a  real  knowledge  of  his  fen- 
timents.  Hyder’s  anfwer  to  his 
letter,  correfponded  with  the  cold 
and  haughty  manner  in  which  he 
treated  the  bearer  of  it.  He  ob¬ 
served,  that  when  a  friendfhip, 
confirmed  by  a  folid  treaty,  had 
fubfifled  between  the  company  and 
him,  he  imagined  it  would  daily 
increafe,  and  not  have  been  broken 
through,  as  he  afferted  it  had  been 
on  our  fide;  he  faid,  that  out  of 
confederation  for  the  friendfhip  of 
the  king  pf  England  and  the  com¬ 
pany,  whom  he  had  confidered  as 
one,  but  now  thought  otherwife, 
he  had  not  yet  taken  vengeance. 
He  concluded  in  the  following  ab¬ 
rupt  fentences  It  is  no  mat- 
*e  ter  !•— »But  if  you,  henceforth  for- 
**  getting  all  treaties  and  engage- 
ments  of  the  company,  fill  are 
4<  intent  on  breaking  with  me, 
“  what  advantage  can  attend 
writing  to  you  ?«—' You  are  ac- 
“  4ua^£^:<l  with  every  thing;  it 


“  is  right  to  aft  in  all  things 
“  with  prudence  and  forefight.” 

Notwithflanding  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  it  appears  by  a  letter  from 
the  prefident  to  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  in  the  following  month 
of  February,  that  all  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  war  with  Hyder  was 
then  over  at  the  prefidency.  But 
a  letter  which  Hyder  fent  in  the 
following  month  to  the  , 

prefident,  was  confi-  Marach  !9' 
dered  by  Admiral  Sir  17bo\ 
Edward  Hughes,  (who  command* 
ed  the  Britifh  fquadron  in  the  In¬ 
dian  feas)  as  containing  fuch  evi¬ 
dent  teflimenies  of  his  hoftile  dif- 
pofition,  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  difpatch  a  copy  of  it  home 
to  the  fecretary  of  date.  This 
letter  contained  a  fhort  but  ex¬ 
plicit  detail  of  various  caufes  of 
complaint  which  he  had  exhibited 
againft  that  government,  from  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  in  the 
year  1769,  to  the  prefent  time, 
and  conveyed  in  a  language  and 
manner,  which  not  only  fhewed 
that  thofe  injuries  were  frefh  in 
memory,  but  likewife  expreffed  a 
ftrong  fenfe  of  their  not  being  yet 
accounted  for.  It  coucludes  with 
the  following  expoflulation :  — — - 
“  When  fuch  improper  conduft 
“  is  purfued,  what  engagements 
“  will  remain  inviolate  ?  I  leave 
“  it  to  the  judgment  of  you  and 
<(  your  council  to  determine,  on 
“  whofe  part  the  engagements  and 
<c  promifes  have  been  infringed. ” 

He  expreffed  himfelf  to'  the 
fame  purpofe,  in  a  letter  of  anfwer 
which  he  had  written  a  fhort  time 
before  to  Bombay,  relative  to  fome 
Englifh  gentlemen  who  had  been 
imprifoned  in  his  dominions,  and 
whom  he  releafed  upon  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  that  prefidency:  he  in¬ 
formed 
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formed  them,  after  hating  his 
complaints,  that  he  had  given 
orders  to  his  officers  to  oppole  by- 
arms  any  future  encroachment  on 
his  territories,  by  the  government 
of  Madras;  but,  as  there  were  no 
differences  between  him  and  Bom¬ 
bay,  he  declared,  that  his  refent- 
ments  (hould  fall  only  on  thofe 
who  were  the  authors  of  injuftice. 

Such  were  the  indications  of  the 
future  ftorm.  As  the  fummer  ad¬ 
vanced,  every  thing  was  in  motion 
in  Hyder’s  dominions.  Large  bo¬ 
dies  of  his  troops  were  affembled 
on  the  borders  of  the  Carnatic, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  thofe  gauts,  or  difficult  paffes 
through  the  mountains,  which  af¬ 
ford  the  only  means  to  an  army 
of  penetrating  into  that  country; 
great  magazines  were  formed,  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  all  the  equipments  of 
war  brought  forward  ;  Hyder  him- 
felf  advanced  from  his  capital,  of 
Seringapatam,  to  the  frontiers, 
and  the  moll  evident  marks  were 
difplayed  on  all  hands  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  danger. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  means 
of  defence  provided  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras,  and  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Carnatic,  were  not  by 
any  means  fo  abundant  as  might 
have  been  defired.  it  is  neceifary 
however  to  relate  the  iituation  of 
both. 

That  prince,  through  the  ill 
government  of  his  affairs,  and  a 
diffipation  of  his  treafures,  (for 
which  it  is  difficult  to  account) 
was  in  debt  to  all  the  world;  to 
the  company,  to  his  army,  and 
to  individuals.  He  borrowed  from 
all  who  would  lend,  and  never 
paid.  His  garrilons  were  without 
(lores,  ammunition  or  provifions : 


and  he  was  fo  deeply  in  arrear  to 
his  officers  and  troops,  that  all 
difcipline  and  order  had  long  been 
at  an  end,  and  mutiny  and  defer- 
tion  every  where  prevailed  in  his 
army.  His  cavalry,  in  particular, 
were  totally  ruined.  They  de- 
ferted,  that  is  to  fay,  they  marched 
off  at  noon  day,  with  their  horfes 
and  arms,  by  whole  regiments. 
His  bell  regiment  of  horfe  was,  in 
thefe  circumftances,  recovered  and 
brought  back,  by  the  generolity 
and  public  fpirit  of  a  Britifh  mili¬ 
tary  officer,  who  advanced  his 
whole  fortune  for  the  payment  of 
their  arrears.  This  gentleman  be¬ 
ing  afterwards  obliged  to  return 
to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  was  exceedingly  diftreffed 
for  the  money  which  he  had  fo 
applied,  until  it  was  advanced  on 
the  nabob’s  account,  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Madras  had  a  gallant  and 
well  -difciplined  army,  amounting 
to  fomething  about  30,000  effec¬ 
tive  men ;  and  had  been  lately 
reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Macleod,  with  a  new-raifed  regi¬ 
ment,  of  a  thoufand  men,  from 
England.  But  this  force,  which 
would  have  been  fo  coniiderable 
in  its  effedt,  if  collected  and  adl- 
ing  in  a  body,  was  rendered  weak 
and  inert,  by  its  being  broken 
into  fmall  parties,  difperfed  at 
great  dillances,  whether  in  quar¬ 
ters,  garrifons,  or  upon  various 
detacned  fervices.  A  confiderable 
party,  but  much  more  fo  with 
refpedt  to  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  troops  than  their  number,  were, 
in  this  feafon  of  danger,  fent  to 
affift  Gen.  Goddard  in  the  Guze- 
rat  war.  The  applications  from 
Bengal  for  this  reinforcement, 

were^ 


5 8]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


were,  however,  too  urp-ent  not  to 
be  complied  with.  Others  were 
in  garrifon  on  the  Malabar  coaft ; 
and  a  very  valuable  detachment 
was  in  the  Guntoor  Circar,  under 
the  conduct  of  Col.  Baillie.  Thofe 
immediately  in  the  Carnatic  were 
difperfed  in  the  manner  we  have  be¬ 
fore  obferved.  A  fcarcity  of  money 
ufually  fuperinduces  every  oth#r 
want.  This  misfortune  now  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  and  the  troops  were  gene¬ 
rally  deftitute  of  all  thofe  neceffa- 
ries  and  means  which  could  enable 
them  to  take  the  field. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
fhame  of  expofmg  his  ill  conduct 
or  from  fome  ffrange  pride  or  jea- 
loufy,  no  account  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  nabob,  either  now 
€r  for  fome  years  back,  though 
earneffiy  urged  by  the  prefidency, 
of  his  military  eftablifhment,  or 
the  ftate  or  number  of  his  troops. 
It  was,  however,  known,  that  the 
tifual  effablilhment  of  his  army,  at 
fome  former  periods,  was  about 
35,000  men;  a  number  which,  if 
only  in  tolerable  condition,  that, 
joined  to  the  company’s  forces, 
would,  have  fecured  the  Carnatic 
againff  any  invafion.  But  indeed, 
the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and 
troops,  rendered  their  number  of 
little  confequence.  It  is  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  upon  the  repeated  in¬ 
telligence  which  the  nabob  con¬ 
veyed  of  Hyder’s  defigns  or  move¬ 
ments,  he  was  as  conftantly  urged 
and  warned  by  the  prefidency  to 
be  prepared  for  the  worft  that  could 
happen ;  not  only  by  having  his 
army,  forts,  and  garrifon s,  well 
{applied  and  in  good  condition, 
but  by  difcharging  the  large  debts 
and  arrears  which  he  owed  to  the 
company,  and  thereby  enabling 
them  to  aft  with  vigour,  in  his 


fupport  as  well  as  their  own.-** 
His  plea  of  inability  and  poverty, 
though  treated  as  too  incompre- 
henfible  to  be  credited,  brought  out 
much  fevere  reproof  from  the  prefi- 
dent,  relative  to  the  unaccountable 
ill  condud,  which  could  poffibly  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  a  hate  of  his  affairs. 

The  prefidency  feemed  however 
to  have  given  no  farther  credit  to 
the  various  intelligence  received, 
than  was  neceffary  for  making  it 
the  ground  of  their  remonftrances. 
All  accounts  of  Byder’s  defigns, 
and  of  the  movements  of  his  forces, 
were  not  only  flighted,  but  at  the 
laft,  and  when  he  had  adually  pe¬ 
netrated  into  the  Carnatic,  the 
firff  intelligence  of  the  invafion 
was  treated  with  the  higheft  con¬ 
tempt  at  Madras ;  fo  that  the 
burning  of  Conjeveram,  four  days 
after  his  entering  the  country,  and 
the  arrival  of  fome  of  his  horfe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras, 
were  the  firff  evidences  of  danger 
that  were  admitted. 

Two  members,  however,  of  the 
council,  had  repeatedly  endea¬ 
voured  to  awaken  the  majority  to 
a  fenle  of  the  common  danger ; 
and  particularly  to  coiled;  the 
troops,  and  adopt  other  meafures 
of  preparation,  neceffary  to  the 
defence  and  protedion  of  the 
country.  Another  member  of  the 
council,  but  not  of  the  feled  com¬ 
mittee,  in  a  minute  which  he  de¬ 
livered  a  few  days  after  the  inva¬ 
fion,  declared,  without  referve. 
That  they  had  been  long  ap¬ 
proaching  to  that  unhappy  ffate, 
at  which  they  were  now  arrived ; 
that  private  mifmanagement,  and 
not  public  calamity,  had  brought 
them,  to  the  brink  of  deftrudion ; 
that  Hyder  had  long  treated  them 
with  negled  and  infult ;  that  he 

had. 
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had  for  feveral  months  been  af- 
fembiing  a  large  army  on  the 
frontiers,  while  his  vakeel  (or  re- 
fident)  was  allowed  to  remain  at 
Madras,  to  give  him  dally  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  effect  his  motions  ha$ 
upon  that  government,  which  re¬ 
mained  inactive,  and  had  neither 
refolution  to  queltion  him  about 
his  intentions,  or  wijfdom  to  pro¬ 
vide  again  ft  the  danger.  That 
they  had  differed  their  troops  to 
remain  fcattered  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  without  ftores  or 
guns ;  that  their  garrifons  were 
not  put  in  a  ftate  of  defence ;  that 
no  pains  were  taken  to  replenifn 
an  empty  treafury  ;  and  that  their 
want  of  exertion  on  the  imminence 
of  danger,  was  equal  to  their  want 
of  timely  precaution. 

Thefe  fevere  itriclures  on  the 
conduft  of  government,  accom- 

o 

panied  by  many  others  not  lefs  fo, 
excited  the  warmeft  refentment 
of  the  prefidency.  They  pro¬ 
nounced  Mr.  Sadlier’s  obferva- 
tions  to  be  illiberal  reflections  on 
the  conduct  and  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  whole  minute 
to  be  an  inflammatory  declama¬ 
tion,  which  they  attributed  either 
to  a  fhameful  weaknefs,  or  to  the 
moft  unworthy  motives;  and  lay¬ 
ing  hold  of  fome  expreffions  which 
they  conftrued  into  a  defign  of 
flowing  diflaffedtion  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large,  and  others  which 
called  in  queftion  the  authority  of 
the  feleft  committee,  they  made 
them  the  grounds  of  a  vote,  for 
fufpending  that  gentleman  from 
his  feat  in  the  council,  as  well  as 
from  the  company’s  flervice  in  ge¬ 
neral.  Nor  did  the  matter  reft 
there ;  but  was  followed  by  a 
challenge  from  the  commander  in 
thief  of  the  forces  in  the  Carnatic. 


The  two  gentlemen  of  the  fe»- 
leet  committee,  whom  we  have 
before-mentioned,  (Mr.  johafon 
and  Mr.  Smith)  ftrongly  oppofed* 
and  protefted  againft:  the  aft  of 
fufpenfion,  which  they  repfeflented' 
as  irregular,  violent,  and  unjuft. 
They  declared,  that  the  repre-’ 
fentation  made  by  Mr.  Sadlier, J 
agreed  in  many  particulars  with 
their  own  fentiments;  that  this  * 
would  fully  appear  from  their 
former  remonftrances  upon  the 
indolence  and  negligence  which  • 
prevailed  in  that  government  with 
refpeftto  preparation  and  defence. 
In  protefting  againft:  the  violence 
of  the  meafure  of  fufpenfton,  they 
declare  their  apprehenfton,  that 
the  terror  of  the  example  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  overawe  the  members  of 
adminiftration  from  a  free  decla¬ 
ration  of  their  fentiments ;  they 
fupport  their  imputation  of  in- 
juftice  on  the  ground,  that  no  fpe- 
ciftc  charge  was  brought  againft 
Mr.  Sadlier,  and  that  he  was  not 
heard  in  his  defence;  and  they 
venture  to  intimate  a  fufpicion, 
that  private  refentment,  more  than, 
public  utility,  had  caufed  the  fe- 
verity  exercifed  againft;  that  gen¬ 
tleman. 

Charges  of  negleft,  with  refpeft 
to  the  garrifons,  ftores,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  army  for  taking  the 
held,  by  no  means  diflimilar,  tho’ 
delivered  in  fofter  language,  to 
thofe  brought  by  Mr.  Sadlier,  were 
afterwards  delivered  in  council  by 
the  commander  of  the  forces  him- 
flelf.  In  the  mean  time,  Hyder 
Ally  openly  treated  the  conduft 
and  councils  of  the  government  of 
Madras  with  fuperlative  contempt. 
He  publicly  declared  his  ’  deter-, 
mination  to  ruin  the  Carnatic,  and 
to  chaftife  the  Englifh.  He  had 
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tried  them,  he  faid,  already,  and 
he  knew  them  well;  they  had  no 
conduct ;  te  and  even  now,”  faid  he, 

when  I  have  affembled  fo  great 
rc  a  force  to  enter  into  their  coun- 
«  try,  they  have  not  manifefted 
“  the  leak  glimmering  of  ability; 
€<  and  now  therefore  is  the  time  to 
ff  g°  againft  them.” 

Such  was  the  date  of  things, 
when,  about  the  20th  of  July, 
1780,  Hyder  having  made  his 
way  through  the  gauts,  burft  at 
©nee,  like  a  prodigious  torrent, 
into  the  Carnatic.  No  care  what¬ 
ever  had  been  taken  to  guard  or 
fortify  thefe  mountainous  defiles ; 
mor  did  he  meet  with  any  other 
©bftruflion  in  his  paffage,  than 
what  arofe  from  the  narrownefs 
and  difficulty  of  the  ground.  Even 
fome  of  the  garrifons  near  their 
opening,  which  had  made  previous 
remonftrances  of  their  weaknefs 
and  danger,  and  applications  for 
fpeedy  reinforcements,  had  been 
totally  unattended  to. 

Hyder’s  army  was  eftimated  at 
100,000  men ;  but  by  accurate 
accounts,  they  exceeded  86,000 
men,  of  all  forts,  (the  irregulars 
forming  a  great  clafs)  befides  a 
flrong  body  which  had  been  dif- 
patched  under  Meer  Saib  towards 
the  northern  Circars,  and  other 
parties  which  were  employed  in 
every  where  alarming  the  fron¬ 
tiers.  In  the  grand  army  under 
his  own  command,  it  was  com¬ 
puted  that  he  had  about  30,000 
well-difciplined  foot,  and  20,000 
good  cavalry ;  his  force  being  ren¬ 
dered  more  formidable  and  ef¬ 
fective,  by  the  aid  of  Lally’s 
troops,  whom  he  had  obtained 
from  the  Nizam,  befides  the  num¬ 
ber  of  French  officers,  and  other 


Europeans,  who  were  before  in  his 
fervice. 

The  general  terror  and  confu- 
fion  which  now  prevailed,  could 
not  be  leffened  by  the  indecifion 
which  appeared  in  the  public 
councils.  Different  and  fluctuating 
opinions  were  held,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  modes  of  defence  proper  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  manner  and 
place  of  affembling  the  forces. 
Orders  were  accordingly  haftily 
iffued  to  the  commanding  officers 
at  different  ftations,  and  were 
again  fuddenly  revoked.  What 
appears  an  odd  refolution  was 
paffed  in  the  feleCt  committee, 
that  the  commander  in  chief’s 
counfel  rendered  his  prefence  more 
neceffary  at  Madras,  than  at  the 
head  of  the  army.  In  confequence 
of  this  refolution,  inftruClions  were 
fent  to  Lord  Macleod,  tp  fupply 
his  place,  by  coileCling  the  forces, 
and  forming  an  encampment.  But 
that  officer  differing  much  in  opi¬ 
nion,  from  the  arrangements  made 
in  council,  particularly  with  re- 
fpeCl  to  the  place  preferibed  for 
affembling  the  army,  fubmitted 
his  thoughts  upon  the  fubjeCt, 
along  with  a  plan  which  fuited  his 
own  ideas,  to  the  prefidency ,  at 
the  fame  time  declaring,  that  he 
could  not  adopt  a  refponfibility  in 
the  execution  of  plans  which  did 
not  coincide  with  his  own  judg¬ 
ment.  This  difference  of  opinion, 
as  the  propofed  change  of  arrange¬ 
ment  was  not  approved  of,  occa- 
fioned  a  departure,  in  the  feled 
committee,  from  the  late  refo¬ 
lution  of  detaining  Sir  He&or 
Monro  at  Madras. 

In  the  mean  time,  intelligence 
upon  intelligence  was  continually 
poured  in,  cf  the  ruin  fpread  on 

all 
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all  Tides,  and  the  danger  threat¬ 
ened  in  every  quarter,  by  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  thefe  accounts  were  ge¬ 
nerally  accompanied  with  repre- 
fentations  from  the  different  gar- 
rifons,  of  their  inequality  to  any 
effectual  refiftance;  and  that  with¬ 
out  a  fpeedy  and  material  fupply 
of  men  and  (lores,  they  mud  fall 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  invader. 

The  Nabob  anfwered  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  the  prefidency,  for  ex¬ 
ertion  on  his  part,  and  for  fpeedy 
iupplies  of  provifions  and  means  to 
enable  the  army  to  aft,  partly 
with  excufes,  and  partly  with  re¬ 
proaches  for  their  tardinefs  and 
inaftivity.  He  promifed,  however, 
to  procure  fupplies  of  oxen,  (heep 
and  rice,  in  as  great  number  and 
quantity  as  he  could.  That  he 
would  exert  himfelf  to  complete 
four  regiments  of  cavalry,  which 
fhould  be  put  under  the  directions 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  during 
the  war;  and  he  confented,  to 
make  alignments  of  territory,  for 
the  fums  which  (hould  be  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  company  to  pay  his 
troops. 

But  To  defeftive  was  the  order 
ekablilhed  in  this  prince’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  fo  heedlefs  were  his 
minifters  and  council,  in  at  all 
providing  for  thofe  fudden  emer¬ 
gencies  which  were  to  be  expefted 
in  the  prefent  (late  of  invafion  and 
danger,  that  his  commander  in  the 
very  (Irong  and  important  fortrefs 
of  Gingee,  when,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  an  immediate  attack 
by  Hyder,  and  though  his  own 
force  and  provifion  were  totally 
incompetent  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  place,  yet  refufed  to  permit  a 
Britifii  officer,  who  was  fent  with 
a  reinforcement,  to  take  any  mea- 
fures  for  its  defence,  until  he  had 
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received  fpecific  orders  from  his 
maker  for  that  purpofe.  Col. 
Brathwaite  felt  great  furprize  and 
concern  upon  his  arrival  at  Ca- 
rangolly,  to  find  the  defence  of 
that  important  pod  in  the  hands  of 
a  very  inferior  officer,  and  only 
20  of  the  Nabob’s  fepoys ;  but  his 
furprize  was  heightened,  when 
that  petty  commandant  fcrupled 
to  receive  even  a  fupply  of  ammu¬ 
nition  from  him,  becaufe  he  had 
received  no  particular  orders  on 
the  fubjeft.  The  troops  which 
that  colonel  was  leading  from  Pon¬ 
dicherry  to  join  the  army,  after¬ 
wards  experienced  the  greateft 
diftreffes  upon  their  march,  through 
the  fame  want  of  orders,  which 
the  Nabob’s  renters  made  a  pre¬ 
tence,  for  abfolutely  refuling  to 
fupply  him  with  provifions. 

Such  was  the  (late  of  vigour, 
concert,  and  preparation,  which 
appeared  on  the  fide  of  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  Carnatic,  in  this 
feafon  of  imminent  danger,  and 
aftual  invafion ;  when  every,  day 
furnilhed  new  accounts  of  devaf- 
tation  and  lofs :  and  there  was 
fcarcely  a  place  from  one  end  of 
the  coafi  to  the  other  that  was  not 
menaced,  and  in  a  (late  of  alarm 
and  confufion.  Nor  were  thefe 
confined  to  the  Carnatic.  Tip- 
poo  Saib  advanced  with  a  great 
body  of  cavalry  upon  the  northern 
Circars ;  whilft,  at  the  oppofite 
extremity,  different  parties  of  the 
enemy  were  approaching  to  Ma¬ 
dura,  and  the  borders  of  the  Tini- 
velly  country.  In  this  (late  of 
things,  the  company’s  forces,  tho* 
in  excellent  condition  with  refpeft 
to  difcipline,  and  the  goodnefs  and 
fpirit  of  the  troops,  were  rendered 
incapable,  from  the  caiifea,  already 
Hated,  of  affembling,  and  confe- 
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quently  of  afling  with  effefl.  And 
while  the  army,  which  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  acting  in  the  field,  was  re¬ 
trained  by  thefe  impediments,  the 
fpirit  of  difaffe&ion  and  mutiny, 
which  bad  payment  and  long  ar¬ 
rears  had  fpread  through  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  garrifons,  left  little  room  for 
hoping,  that  they  were  not  much 
more  difpofed  to  wifi  for  and  ac¬ 
celerate  a  change  of  mailers,  than 
to  undergo  the  hard  flips,  or  en¬ 
counter  the  danger,  of  maintain¬ 
ing  their  pods. 

The  only  me  a  fa  re  that  carri¬ 
ed  any  appearance  of  vigour  that 
was  now  adopted,  (although  the 
ffcheme  was  well  laid,  and  the 
defign  capable  of  good  effect)  funk 
•under  the  prevalent  fortune  of  the 
time.  This  was  a  plan  committed, 
in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  to  the 
©xecution  of  Col.  Colby,  for  fud- 
denly  drawing  together  a  conli- 
derable  body  of  troops  from  the 
nearer  garrifons,  to  be  joined  by 
two  regiments  of  the  Nabob’s  ca¬ 
valry,  with  a  view  of  cutting  off 
feme  great  convoys  of  ffiores  and 
■provifions,  which  were  to  come 
through  the  palfes,  in  their  way 
from  Hyder’s  country  to  the  {ap¬ 
ply  of  his  army. 

Notwithstanding  the  provoking 
•and  unexpected  delays  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  colleding  the  troops, 
Colby’s  activity  and  bravery  might 
Hill  have  been  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
general  difaffb&ion  of  the  country 
people,  and  the  treachery  of  the 
Nabob’s  fervants  and  officers. 
While  the  former  not  only  refilled 
to  communicate  any  true  informa¬ 
tion,  whether  with  refped  to  the 
enemy  or  to  the  country,  and  were 
induffirious  in  forging  falfehoods, 
oh  purpofe  to  miflead  that  com  • 


mander,  the  latter  were  no  lets 
diligent  in  giving  the  in  eft  exadt 
intelligence  to  Hyder  of  all  his 
motions.  By  thefe  means,  the 
hope  of  an  enterprize  which  might 
have  had  great  effedt  in  changinp* 

,  r  °  ~  .  OO 

tire  fortune  of  tne  war,  was  not 
only  overthrown ;  but  it  was  with 
great  difficulty,  and  no  fmall  ex¬ 
ertion  of  diligence  and  activity, 
that  Colby’s  party  efcaped  being 
cut  oh,  in  his  endeavours  to  join 
the  army ;  which  he  only  effected 
upon  the  retreat  from  Conjeveram, 
in  the  middle  of  the  following 
month. 

In  the  mean  time, 
an  attack  made  by 
Hyder’s  horle  upon  the  villages 
and  gardens  about  the  Mount, 
brought  the  alarm  immediately 
home  to  Madras;  and  occalioned 
confutations  for  the  throwing  up 
of  I'ome  works-  to  cover  the  black 
town.  The  army  had  been  or-, 
dered  to  affiemble  at  Conjeveram  ; 
but  on  the  day  preceding  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  month,  the  general  in¬ 
formed  the  leledt  committee,  that 
this  defign  could  not  be  effected, 
through  the  want  of  bullocks  to 
convey  a  fufficient  quantity  of  pro¬ 
visions  ;  the  country  people,  to 
prevent  their  failing  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  having  conveyed 
them  to  diltarit  places  of  refuge. 
He  therefore  advifed,  that  the 
Mount  Ihould  now  be  made  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous,  where 
the  troops  Ihould  remain,  until 
eight  days'  provifions  could  be 
collected,  and  the  means  of  con¬ 
veyance  procured  ;  when  the  army 
feould  immediately  proceed  on  its 
march.  This  being  agreed  to, 
another  application  was  made  to 
the  Nabob,  to  urge  his  exertion 
in  procuring  a  fpeedy  fupply  of 
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bullocks  and  provisions;  and  far¬ 
ther  requiring,  that  he  fhould  ap¬ 
point  fome  perfon  of  diftinftion 
and  confequence  to  refide  with, 
and  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  in  order  that  their  future 
fupplies  might  be  regular  and  con- 
flant. 

Hyder,  after  menacing  Gingee, 
and  l'ome  other  places  with  a  fiege, 
as  a  blind  only  to  his  real  defign, 
fuddenly  marched,  and  late  down 
before  Arcot,  on  the  2 ill  of  Au- 
guft.  This  circumftance  forward¬ 
ed  the  Nabob’s  anfvver  to  the  late 
application ;  in  which,  he  remind¬ 
ed  the  committee  of  the  flores  of 
all  kinds  which  he  had  laid  up  in 
feveral  of  his  forts ;  and  intreated, 
that  they  would  order  the  army  to 
march  immediately  to  the  relief  of 
his  capital,  where,  he  allured  them, 
that  the  troops  fhould  be  plenti¬ 
fully  fupplied  with  every  neceffary 
they  wanted.  However  Hyder  en¬ 
deavoured  to  cover  his  defign  upon 
Arcot,  it  had  been  fo  far  pene¬ 
trated,  or  fufpected,  that  a  con- 
liderable  detachment  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  troops  had  been  previoully 
fent  from  the  important  fortrefs  of 
"Vellore,  which  arrived  in  time  for 
'the  reinforcement  of  that  parrifon. 

vJ 

It  was  in  a  few  days  after  Hyder 
inverted  Arcot,  that  it  was  found 
necdfary  at  Madras,  that  Sir 
Hedor  Monro  fhould  quit  the 
committee  for  the  camp ;  and  he 
accordingly  proceeded  on  the  25th 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army 
at  the  Mount. 

We  have  already  feen,  that  Col. 
Baillie  commanded  the  company’s 
forces  in  the  Guntoor  Circar. 
The  orders  which  that  officer  had 
from  time  to  time  received  fmce 
the  invaficn  took  place,  were  va¬ 
rious  and  contradidory,  and  had 


occafioned  no  fmall  clafhmg  of 
opinions  in  the  feled  committee  at 
Madras.  His  firft,  and  fome  fub- 
fequent  inftrudions,  went  to  the 
direct  attack  of  Hyder’s  dominions 
in  that  quarter,  particularly  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Cuddepah  coun¬ 
try  ;  with,  however,  a  difcretlon- 
ary  latitude  to  the  exercife  of  his 
own  judgment,  in  immediately 
directing  his  operations  to  thofe 
particular  parts,-  where  it  might 
appear  at  the  time  they  were  mod: 
likely  to  prove  effedive.  Thefe 
orders  were  fcrongly  oppofed  and 
proterted  againft  by  two  members 
of  the  committee ;  who  ftated  va¬ 
rious  reafons  to  Ihew,  that  Baillie’s 
detachment  fhould  be  immediately 
di reded  to  march  forward  with  the 
utmort  expedition,  and  to  join  the 
army,  at  its  then  intended  ren¬ 
dezvous  near  Conjeveram. 

Advices  being  foon  after  re¬ 
ceived  from  Baillie,  that  the  near- 
nefs  of  Hyder’s  cavalry  to  the 
fouthward,  with  the  overflowing 
of  the  Kriflna  on  the  northward, 
had,  on  both  Tides,  fo  contraded 
the  fources,  and  interrupted  the 
courfe  of  his  fupplies  of  provifion, 
that  the  providing  fubfiftence  for 
the  forces  became  every  day  more 
alarming  and  precarious ;  and, 
what  was  no  lefs  alarming,  that 
he  was  aprehenflve  of  not  being 
able  much  longer  to  detain  the 
bullocks  neceflary  for  a  march, 
and  without  which  the  army  could 
not  in  any  circunvftance  at  all 
move.  Thefe  advices  occafioned, 
on  the  laft  day  of  July,  fome  en¬ 
largement  of  that  commander’s 
inftrudions;  he  being  authorized, 
by  the  difpatches  then  forwarded, 
to  march  towards  the  prefldency, 
if  he  Ihculd  find  it  abfolutely  irn- 
pradicable  to  fubftft  the  forces, 
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either  in  the  enemy’s  country,  or 
from  fome  other  quarter. 

But  as  the  danger  at  home  ap¬ 
proached  more  near,  and  became 
every  day  more  urgent,  the  com¬ 
mittee,  very  jfoon  after,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  become  converts  to 
the  original  opinion  of  the  two 
diffenting  members,  and  to  dif- 
patch  accordingly  an  exprefs  to 
Col.  Baillie,  with  orders  to  march 
towards  the  prefidency  at  all  e~ 
vents ;  but  with  an  avaricious  eye 
dill  to  more  diftant  fervice,  advifed 
him  to  take  fuch  a  route,  as  might 
poffibly  afford  him  an  opportunity 
of  cutting  off  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
convoys.  The  delay  occafioned 
by  this  indecifion  with  refpedl  to 
Baillie’s  detachment,  though  not 
amounting  to  very  many  days, 
was  the  means  of  producing  the 
fatal  cataftrophe  that  followed, 
the  effects  of  which  will  be  long 
remembered,  and  late,  if  ever, 
recovered. 

,  The  only 
zcth.  -  3 

3  in  the  army 

Thomas’s  Mount,  was  a  fingle 
regiment  belonging  to  the  Nabob. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  general. 
Sir  Hedtor  Monro,  in  the  camp, 
this  regiment  totally  refufed  ferv- 
ing  any  longer,  unlefs  their  ar¬ 
rears  were  immediately  difcharged. 
The  Ameer,  a  principal  officer  of 
the  Nabob’s,  who  was  prefent, 
notwithflanding  the  greatnefs  of 
the  exigency,  when  the  fate  of 
his  maker ’s  capital  was  depending, 
refufed  to  comply  with  the  demand. 
The  troops  continuing  obftinate, 
the  remedy  adopted  was  to  break 
the  regiment,  and  to  llrip  them  of 
their  horfes  and  arms.  Seventeen 
black  officers,  and  about  fixty  of 
the  men,  offered  to  ferve  in  a  new 
corps,  under  the  company,  and 


valry 
t  St. 


were  gladly  accepted  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  ;  the  reft  of  the  broken 
troopers  were  ordered  to  be  fent 
under  a  guard,  as  prisoners,  to 
Madras ;  but  the  Ameer,  on  the 
following  morning,  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  enlifting  them  all  into 
his  own  body  guard.  Such  was 
the  difpofition  and  attention  to 
that  prince’s  fervice  and  interefts, 
which  then  appeared  among  his 
principal  fervants. 

The  continual  rain  which  now 
fell,  had  fwelled  the  rivers  in  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  render  the  way 
from  the  Guntoor  nearly  impaffa- 
ble :  which,  beiides  greatly  re¬ 
tarding  the  march  of  Baillie’s  de¬ 
tachment,  incommoded  and  dif- 
treifed  the  troops  exceedingly. 
Although  Sir  Hedtor  Monro’s 
force  at  the  Mount  was  fo  totally 
inferior  in  point  of  number,  as 
not  to  feem  by  any  means  equal  to 
the  encounter  of  Hyder’s  army  in 
the  field,  yet  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,  along  with  the  fine  train 
of  artillery  that  accompanied 
them,  was  no  fmall  counter-ba¬ 
lance  to  the  great  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy  in  other  refpedts,  and 
the  jundtion  of  Baillie’s  corps,  it 
was  expedted,  would  have  enabled 
them  to  undertake  any  enterprize 
with  effedt.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  the  general  confidered, 
that  a  forward  movement  towards 
Arcot,  would  probably  alarm  Hy- 
der  fo  much,  as  to  induce  him  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  that  place;  and 
that  the  jundtion  with  Baillie, 
would  produce  a  greater  or  more 
timely  effedt,  by  its  taking  place 
at  Conjeveram,  which  was  near 
forty  miles  on  the  way  to  his  ob~ 
jedt,  than  it  would,  by  waiting 
for  his  arrival  at  St.  Thomas’s 
Mount,  It  is  true,  that  Conje- 
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veram  was  entirely  out  of  Baillie’s 
direfl  way,  and  neceflarily  led  him 
to  change  his  courfe  confiderably  to 
the  westward ;  but  no  idea  was  then 
entertained,  of  any  danger  Or  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  could  occur  in  making 
good  the  junction. 

Under  this  determination,  dif- 
patches  being  forwarded  to  Baillie, 
with  inftruflions  for  the  new  courfe 
he  was  to  take,  the  army  was  or¬ 
dered  to  march  from  the  Mount. 
Such  was  the  wretched  ftate  of 
things  at  this  time,  that  it  was 
with  the  greatefl  difficulty,  (after 
a  month’s  preparation  or  alarm, 
and  within  fix  miles  of  Madras) 
that  the  general  could  procure 
eight  day’s  rice  for  the  army ; 
while  the  collecting  of  draught  bul¬ 
locks  was  fo  impracticable,  that  the 
Sepoys  were  obiiged  to  carry  half 
this  provifion  on  their  backs.  The 
whole  force  was  only  about  6,000 
men ;  but  of  thefe,  were  Lord 
Macleod’s  and  a  company’s  regi¬ 
ment  of  Europeans ;  befides  a  com¬ 
pany  or  two  of  European  grena¬ 
diers,  belonging  to  other  regiments, 
and  300  artillery. 

,  They  arrived  in  four  day’s 
^  ’  march  at  Conje veram,  be¬ 
ing  harrafled  by  the  enemy’s  horfe, 
which  followed  and  hung  on  all 
Tides  of  them  during  the  way ;  but 
they  were  much  more  incommoded 
by  the  violence  of  the  rains  than 
by  the  enemy ;  and  their  condition 
was  not  amended,  by  finding  the 
whole  country  under  water  at  their 
arrival.  An  officer  from  the  Na¬ 
bob  attended  the  coming  of  the 
army  at  Conje  veram,  who  was  to 
conduct  them  on  their  way  to  Ar- 
cot.  To  him  the  general  imme¬ 
diately  applied  to  procure  provi- 
fions,  as  well  for  the  troops  prefent, 
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as  for  thofe  that  were  expedled  on 
the  following  day;  accompanied 
with  a  requifition  equally  urgent, 
that  he  would  ufe  all  poffible  means 
to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  date 
and  motions  of  the  enemy.  The 
anfwer  made  by  this  agent  of  the 
Nabob’s,  is  perhaps  without  a  pa¬ 
rallel  upon  any  dmilar  occafion.  He 
told  the  general,  that  he  was  un¬ 
der  orders  to  attend  him,  but  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  procure  ei¬ 
ther  provifions  or  intelligence. — » 
As  there  was  only  four  days  pro- 
vifion  left,  the  army  had  no  other 
refource  than  to  encounter  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  the  weather,  and  the 
danger  of  the  enemy’s  horfe,  by 
collecting  paddy,  as  the  growing 
rice  is  called,  in  the  open,  but  over¬ 
flowed  furrounding  country. 

Hyder  Ally,  as  the  general  fore- 
faw,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Arcot, 
upon  his  movement  towards  Con- 
jeveram ;  but  what  had  not  been 
expected,  he  threw  his  army  in 
fuch  a  manner  acrofs  the  courfe 
which  Baillie’s  detachment  were 
making  to  that  place,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  intended  junction.  This 
was  expected  to  have  taken  place 
the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
army ;  but  Baillie,  before  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  enemy,  was  for 
fome  day*,  flopped,  at  no  great 
diftance,  by  the  fudden  riling  of  a 
fmall  river  in  his  way.  For  about 
a  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Con- 
jeveram,  it  rained  almofl  conti¬ 
nually  by  day  and  night,  and  the 
waters  were  out  in  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  change 
the  lituation  of  their  encampment 
to  higher  ground ;  whilft  the  in- 
dufiry  of  the  troops,  in  coliefling 
paddy,  and  beating  the  rice  from 
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the  draw,  was  no  more  than  fuffi- 
c  ent  for  their  prefen t  fubdftence. 
Such  was  the  date  of  intelligence 
under  all  thefe  difficulties,  that,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  accidental  report  of  a 
deferter,  the  fir  ft  account  which  the 
general  received  of  Hyder’s  having 
quitted  his  ground  before  Arcot,  of 
his  having  croffed  the  River  Palaar, 
and  being  encamped  within  five 

_  ^  3  miles  of  his  front,  was 

bept.  3c  .  prom  one  0p  own  0fp_ 

cers,  who  was  out  upon  detached 
fervice.  In  two  days  after  he  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  from  Col.  Bail- 
lie,  of  his  having  at  length  croffed 
the  river,  which  had  fa  unfor¬ 
tunately  barred  his  paffage. 

But  that  officer  was  now  doomed 
to  meet  with  more  unfurmountable 
cbftacles.  On  the  day  after  the  ge¬ 
neral  had  received  this  advice,  the 
enemy’s  army  made  a  great  move¬ 
ment  to  the  north-eaft,  which  in¬ 
duced  Sir  Hedlor  Monro  to  change 
his  pofition  likewife,  and  to  ad¬ 
vance  about  two  miles,  to  a  high 
ground  on  the  Trepaffore  Road, 
which  was  the  way  that  the  ex¬ 
pected  detachment  was  to  come. 
jBy  thefe  movements,  the  hoftile 
camps  were  brought  within  two 
miles  of  each  other ;  the  enemy 
lying  about  that  didance  to  the  left 
of  the  Engliih. 

Hyder’s  view  in  this  movement, 
was  to  cover  and  fupport  the  great 
attack,  which  he  intended  that 
day  upon  Baillie’s  detachment.  He 
had  already  fent  his  brother-in- 
law,  Meer  Saib,  with  8,000  horfe, 
upon  that  fervice  ;  who  being  gal¬ 
lantly  repulfed  on  the  preceding 
day,  he,  immediately  after  this 
movement,  detached  his  fon.  Tip- 
poo  Saib,  with  6S 000  regular  in¬ 
fantry,  12  pieces  -of  cannon,  and 


18,000  cavalry,  the  whole  being 
compofed  of  the  belt  troops  in  his 
army,  to  join  the  former  party,  in. 
an  united  and  decisive  attack. 
They  encountered  Col.  Bail-  ^  ^ 
lie  at  a  place  called  Perim- 
bancum,  where  he  made  the  mod 
mafterly  difpofitions  to  withftand 
this  prodigious  fuperiority  of  force. 
After  an  exceedingly  fevere  and 
well- fought  adtion,  of  feveral  hours 
continuance,  the  enemy  were  rout¬ 
ed,  and  Baillie  gained  as  com¬ 
plete  a  vidlory,  as  a  total  want 
of  cavalry,  and  the  fmailn efs  of 
his  number,  could  poffibly  admit. 
Through  thefe  circum dances  he  lod 
his  baggage ;  and  that  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  brave  men  was  inevitable. 
His  whole  force  did  not  exceed 
three  or  four  battalions  of  Sea- 
poys,  and  from  one  to  two  com¬ 
panies  of  European  artillery.  The 
event  fhewed  the  fuperior  excel¬ 
lence  of  thofe' troops. 

The  conqueror  now  experienced 
a  new  and  ftrange  dtuation  of 
things ;  being  reduced  to  the  mod 
diftreffing  circumdances  in  the 
arms  of  vidlory.  The  Englifh 
camp  was  within  a  few  miles ; 
but  Hyder’s  whole  army  lay  full  in 
his  vyay ;  and,  if  any  advantages 
were  to  be  derived  from  his  prefent 
pod,  he  could  not  retain  them 
through  the  want  of  provifions. 
He  accordingly  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  general  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  htuation ;  dating  the 
lofs  he  had  fudained  in  the  late 
adtion,  which  rendered  him  inca¬ 
pable  of  advancing;  and  the  im- 
poffibility  of  continuing  where  he 
was.  Pie  accordingly  urged  the 
neceffity,  holding  out,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fulled  confidence,  of  his 
being  fpecdjly  extricated,  by  the 
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arrival  of  the  army  at  Perimban- 
cum. 

The  general’s  fituation  upon  this 
occafion,  was  undoubtedly  very 
difficult,  tie  found  himfelf  in  a 
dilemma,  whepe  the  hazard  and 
danger  were  fo  balanced  on  both 
/ides,  that  the  determination  which 
to  take,  feemed  to  be  a  matter  ra¬ 
ther  of  fortune,  than  of  judgment. 
The  queftion  was,  whether,  for  the 
purpofe  of  extricating  Baillie’s  de¬ 
tachment,  which  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  matter  of  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity,  he  ftiould,  with  the  very 
inferior  force  under  his  command, 
give  Hyder  every  poffible  advan¬ 
tage  over  him  in  a  general  adbion, 
by  advancing  with  the  army  into  a 
flat  and  open  country,  where  the  im- 
menfe  cavalry  of  the  enemy  could 
a£t  upon  them  on  every  fide  with 
the  utmoft  effeft  ?  Or,  whether  he 
ihould  endeavour  to  attain  his  ob¬ 
ject  at  lefs  apparent  hazard,  by 
fending  fuch  a  reinforcement  to 
Baillie,  as  would  enable  him  to 
pufh  forward  to  the  camp,  in  de- 
fpite  of  the  enemy.  In  the  former 
cafe,  befides  the  difadvantage  we 
have  mentioned,  the  army  mult 
have  abandoned  their  only  pro- 
vifion,  confiding  in  a  pagoda  full 
of  paddy,  which  they  had  collected 
fince  their  arrival.  This  the  ene¬ 
my  would  immediately  have  feized, 
as  well  as  the  poft  of  Conjeve- 
ram,  and  the  ftrong  grounds  which 
they  had  quitted.  Thus  the  army 
would  have  been  equally  deftitute 
of  fhelter,  and  expofed  to  the  danger 
of  Itarving,  upon  its  return  from 
Perimbancum.  Nor  was  the  other 
part  of  the  alternative  without  its 
full  fhare  of  difficulty,  hazard,  and 
danger. 

This  was,  however,  adopted ;  and 
Col.  Fletcher,  an  officer  of  dif- 


tinguilhed  merit,  appointed  with  a 
firong  detachment,  compofed  of 
the  flower  and  moll  aiftive  part 
of  the  army,  to  the  relief  of  Bail- 
lie.  The  force  upon  this  expe¬ 
dition,  confided  of  the  grenadier 
and  light  infantry  companies  of 
Lord  Macleod’s  highland  regi¬ 
ment*  two  other  companies  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  grenadiers,  one  company 
of  Sepoy  markfmen,  and  ten  com¬ 
panies  of  Sepoy  grenadiers.  As 
their  fecurity  depended  upon  the 
remotenefs  and  difficulty  of  their 
way,  as  well  as  the  filence  and  fe- 
crecy  of  their  march,  Fletcher  re- 
fufed  four  fix-pounders  which  were 
offered,  and  fet  out  from  the  camp 
at  nine  o’clock  at  night.  Though 
the  men  left  their  knapfacks  be¬ 
hind,  it  was  thought  neceffary  that 
they  fhould  carry  two  days  rice, 
with  fome  bifcuit  and  arrack,  to 
provide  againfl  the  penury  at  Pe¬ 
rimbancum. 

Hyder  had  fuch  excellent  in¬ 
telligence  in  the  Englifh  camp, 
that  he  had  an  early  and  exad 
knowledge,  not  only  of  the  de- 
fign,  but  of  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  Fletcher’s  de¬ 
tachment  ;  the  time,  the  route,  the 
number  and  nature  of  his  troops, 
and  even  their  proceeding  without 
artillery,  were  all  faithfully  com¬ 
municated  by  his  fpies.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  fent  a  ftrong  body  of 
forces  to  intercept  and  cut  off  the 
detachment  on  their  way  ;  but  CoL 
Fletcher,  by  a  fingular  fagacitv* 
having  conceived  fome  fufpicion  of 
his  guides,  fuddenly  changed  his 
route,  and  by  a  wide  circuitous 
fweep,  through  rice  -  fields  and 
fvvamps  to  the  right,  he  by  that 
means,  and  the  cover  of  the  night, 
evaded  the  danger. 

The  late  defeat  of  Meer  and 
{  £  ]  2  Tippo» 
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Tippoo  Saib,  by  a  force  fo  totally 
inferior  in  point  of  number,  had 
greatly  damped  the  fpirit  of  the 
Myfore  army ;  but  the  account  of 
Fletcher’s  junftion  with  Baiilie, 
fpread  univerfal  difmay  through 
their  camp.  The  foreign  officers 
were  particularly  alarmed.  They 
confidered  the  whole  as  a  mafterly 
ftroke  of  generalffiip,  by  which 
the  army  would  be  enclofed,  and 
being  attacked  on  both  fides  at 
once,  that  nothing  but  ruin  could 
enfue.  Under  this  impreffion.  Col. 
Lallie,  with  moft  of  the  native 

feneral  officers,  ftrongly  remon- 
rated  with  Hyder,  on  die  necef- 
fity  of  immediately  breaking  up 
his  camp,  and  repaffing  the  Pa- 
laar,  to  avoid  the  immediate  dan¬ 
ger,  which  they  otherwife  confi- 
dered  as  inevitable.  Hyder  him- 
felf  was  undetermined  how  to  aft, 
and  feemed  to  be  giving  way  to 
the  general  fentiment,  when  the 
arrival  of  two  of  his  fpies  from 
Conjeveram,  fuddenly  changed  the 
Hate  of  things.  The  affurances 
given  by  thefe,  that  the  Engliih 
army  was  perfeftly  quiet  in  camp, 
and  that  the  fmallell  preparation 
was  not  making,  nor  in  faft  any 
defign  of  a  movement  entertain¬ 
ed,  at  once  determined  Hyder’s 
conduft.  The  Europeans  ftill,  to 
a  man,  held  their  former  opinion. 
They  confidered  the  intelligence 
as  too  extraordinary,  and  even  too 
near  an  impoffibility,  to  be  at  all 
credited.  They  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded,  that  the  fpies  had  fold 
Hyder ;  and  that  his  facility  in 
giving  way  to  the  deception,  had 
rendered  his  ruin  inevitable.  Tal¬ 
ly,  however,  went  once  more  to 
Hyder,  to  urge  the  neceffity  of 
fending  off,  at  any  rate,  the  guns 
and  infantry. 


In  the  mean  time  the  trap,  w&f 
preparing,  and  }.-M  with  no  fmalf 
degree  of  art,  ability,  and  judg¬ 
ment,  for  the  unfortunate  corps 
that  were  under  the  command  of 
Baiilie  and  toner.  The  moil 
covert  and  diffic  ground  on  th'd 
road  which  the  veto  pafs,  v 
occupied  and  enfiladed  by  Several 
batteries  of  'cannon ;  and  as  the 
time  and  drcumitances  of  their 
marcli  were  known,-  dirge  bodies 
of  the  bell  foot  in  Hyder’s  army, 
lay  in  ambufcade  on  either  fide; 
he  himfelf,  with  almoft  his  whole 
force,  being  in  readinefs  to  fup- 
port  the  attack.  While  thefe  real 
difpofitions  were  making,  or  tak¬ 
ing  effeft,  which,  by  degrees,  oc¬ 
cupied  all  the  valuable  part  of  Hy¬ 
der’s  army,  a  cloud  of  irregular 
cavalry  were  employed  in  various 
motions  on  the  fide  of  Conjeveram, 
in  order  to  attraft  the  attention  of 
the  Englifii  camp. 

ceived  by  the  enemy  advancing 
into  the  very  center  of  the  toils 
which  they  had  laid  for  them. 
They  marched  in  column,  and  the 
firft  notice  they  had  of  their  dan¬ 
ger,  was  the  opening  of  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  twelve  guns,  loaded  with 
grape  fhot,  which  poured  in  upon 
their  right  Hank.  In  half  an  hour, 
57  pieces  of  cannon  were  brought 
fo  to  boar,  as  to  penetrate  into  every 
part  of  the  Britifii  line ;  and  by  fe- 
ven  o’clock,  the  aftion  was  become 
as  general,  as  fuch  a  handful  of 
men,  engaged  with  fo  vafi:  a  hoft, 
could  make  it.  Such  a  conflift  ha$ 
feldom  been  heard  of ;  nor  will  the 
example  render  it  common  in  the 
praftice.  Surrounded  and  attack¬ 
ed  on  all  fides  by  25,000  cavalry, 
by  30  regiments  of  difciplined 

Sepoy 
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Sepoy  infantry,  be  -lyder’s 
European  corps,  and  ?  numerous 
artiller>,  ge.ncra.Uy  .-tying  upon 
them  within,  grape  fhot  diftance, 
yet  this  invincible  column  flood 
firm  and  undaunted,  and  repulfed 
every  charge  made  by  the  Myfore 
army,  with  a  prodigious  daughter 
of  their  braveft  men.  Some  Eu¬ 
ropean  gentlemen  who  were  upon 
bufinefs  in  Hyder’s  camp,  and 
thereby  became  fpedlators  of  the 
battle,  while  they  beheld  with  ad¬ 
miration  the  cool  and  intrepid 
countenance  preferved  by  the  com¬ 
mander,  and  by  his  unequalled  fol¬ 
lowers,  were  ftill  ftruck  with  greater 
aflonifhment,  in  the  midfl  of  all  the 
tumult  and  danger  of  lb  unequal  a 
conflict,  to  fee  their  various  evolu¬ 
tions  performed,  with  a  precilion  and 
fleadinefs,  which  would  have  gained 
applaufe  in  the  regulated  exercifes 
of  a  field  day„ 

Col.  Baillie  had  only  ten  pieces 
of  cannon ;  but  thefe  were  fo  ex¬ 
cellently  ferved,  that  they  kept 
up  an  unremitting  fire,  and  made 
great  havock  among  the  enemy 
during  the  whole  engagement. — 
After  a  dubious  conteft  of  three 
hours,  victory  began,  at  half  paft 
nine  o’clock,  to  declare  for  the 
Englilh ;  the  flower  of  the  Myfore 
cavalry,  after  many  bloody  re- 
pulfes,  were  at  length  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  with  great  daughter,  and 
driven  back  upon  the  main  body ; 
and  the  right  wing,  compofed  of 
Hyder’s  befl  forces,  was  thrown 
into  diforder,  and  began  to  give 
way.  Hyder  himfelf,  defpairing 
of  keeping  his  infantry  much 
longer  in  the  field,  prepared  for 
a  retreat.  A  rapid  and  mafterly 
movement,  from  the  right  to  the 
center,  made  at  the  inftant  by 
Col.  Baillie,  confirmed  this  dif- 
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pofition,  and  feemed  entirely  to 
decide  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
Orders  were  accordingly  given  to 
Lally  to  draw  off  the  artillery, 
and  to  the  cavalry  to  cover  the 
retreat. 

At  this  moment  of  joy,  exulta¬ 
tion,  and  triumph,  as  well  for  un¬ 
hoped  deliverance,  as  for  vidlory, 
on  the  one  fide,  and  of  difappoint- 
ment  and  difmay  on  the  other,  an 
unforefeen  and  unavoidable  mif- 
fortune,  fuddenly  changed  the  for¬ 
tune  of  the  day. 

From  whatever  fatality  it  pro¬ 
ceeded,  the  tumbrils  which  con¬ 
tained  the  ammunition,  fuddenly 
blew  up,  with  two  dreadful  ex- 
plofions,  in  the  center  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  lines.  One  whole  face  of  their 
column  was  entirely  laid  open,  and 
their  artillery  overturned  and  de- 
ftroyed.  Though  the  deftrudflion 
of  men  was  great,  the  total  lofs  of 
ammunition  was  ftill  more  dread¬ 
ful  to  the  furvivors.  Tippoo  Saib 
inftant)  y  caught  the  moment  of 
advantage,  and,  without  waiting 
for  orders,  fell  with  the  utmoft  ra¬ 
pidity,  at  the  head  of  the  Mogul 
and  Carnatic  horfe,  into  the  broken 
fquare,  which  had  not  yet  time  in 
any  degree  to  recover  its  order  or 
form ;  and  the  cavalry  being  fpee- 
dily  followed  by  the  French  corps, 
and  by  the  firft  line  of  infantry, 
the  fate  of  that  gallant  band  was 
no  longer  doubtful.  After  the  pro¬ 
digies  of  valour  which  they  had 
fo  nobly  exhibited,  the  brave  Se¬ 
poys  were  almoft  to  a  man  cut  to 
pieces. 

Col.  Baillie,  though  already  fe- 
verely  wounded,  rallied  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  under  the  fire  of  the 
whole  immenfe  artillery  of  the 
enemy,  gained  a  little  emin&nce, 
and  forming  a  new  fquare,  thefe 
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invincible  relicks  of  the  field,  with¬ 
out  ammunition,  the  officers  fight¬ 
ing  only  with  their  fwords,  and  the 
foldiers  with  their  bayonets,  and 
rnoft  of  them  grievoufly  wounded, 
refilled  and  repulfed  the  enemy  in 
thirteen  different  attacks ;  until  at 
length,  incapable  of  withflaMding 
the  torrents  of  frefh  troops  that 
were  continually  pouring  upon  them, 
they  were  borne  down  and  tramp¬ 
led  under  foot  by  the  horfe  and 
elephants. 

Many  of  the  dill  unconquered 
private  foldiers,  though  cut  down 
and  miferably  wounded,  difdained 
to  accept  of  quarter,  and  as  they 
lay  upon  the  ground,  continued  to 
thruil  fiercely  with  their  bayonets 
at  man  and  horfe  that  approached. 
Never  was  reputation  more  highly 
eflablifhed,  or  more  dearly  pur- 
chafed  by  any  army.  This  adion 
afforded  the  fir  ft  inftance,  in  which 
Sepoys  were  only  diftinguifhable  by 
their  colour  from  Europeans  in  a 
hard  and  defperate  addon. 

The  lofs  on  the  Englifh  fide 
has  been  varioufly  eftimated,  from 
3,300,  to  5000  Sepoys,  and  from 
five  to  feven  hundred  Europeans, 
The  lower  calculation  Is  probably 
nearefl  the  truth ;  at  lead  with 
refpect  to  the  Sepoys.  The  gal¬ 
lant  and  lamented  Col,  Fletcher, 
was  one  of  the  number  of  brave 
Englifh  officers  who  lay  on  the 
held.  It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  wonder,  that  any  of  them 
could  have  efcaped  the  rage  of 
fuch  a  carnage.  Col.  Baillie,  with 
fomething  about  200  Europeans, 
were,  however,  made  prifoners. 
Lefs  mercy  has  often  been  Ihewn, 
in  conftids  of  much  lefs  blood  and 
fe verity,  between  Europeans  and 
Chriftia'ns.  Col.  Baillie,  ftript,  forely 
wounded  .in  three  places,  and  co¬ 


vered  with  blood,  was  brought  in 
that  condition  before  Hyder.  The 
conqueror,  enraged  at  his  lofs,  and 
at  the  fame  time  intoxicated  by 
his  fudden  and  unexpeded  fuc- 
cefs,  with  that  rough  barbarifm 
in  war,  which  only  European  man¬ 
ners  have  yet  been  able  in  fome 
fort  to  fubdue,  is  faid  to  have  in- 
fulted  his  brave  priloner,  by  the 
haughty  and  imperious  tone  of  his 
exultation.  Baillie,  difdaining  to 
fink  under  misfortune  or  danger, 
indignantly  appealed  to  his  foil, 
and  to  the  general  officers  who 
were  prefent,  afking  if  the  vidory 
was  not  in  his  hands,  until  he  was 
deprived  of  it  by  a  difafler  which 
no  human  forefight  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  ? 

This  fatal  difafler  is  faid  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  loofe  powder 
which  was  conveyed  in  bags  by 
Col.  Fletcher’s  detachment,  and 
which  there  had  not  been  time  for 
drifting  into  proper  packages.  As 
every  thing  relating  to  fo  fignal 
and  extraordinary  an  adion  be¬ 
comes  interefling,  it  probably  will 
not  be  thought  too  minute  to  re¬ 
late  the  account  given  by  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  relident  at  Hyder’s  court 
(who  was  prefent  at  the  adion, 
and  is  faid  to  be  a  military  officer 
of  diilindion  in  the  fervice  of  his 
own  country)  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  prifoners.  This  ingenious  fo¬ 
reigner,  who  feems  to  have  felt 
all  the  fympathy  of  a  brave  man, 
in  the  fate  of  the  troops,  fays  of 
them: — “ Officers  and  men,  fup- 
“  ported  their  misfortune  with  that 
*?  haughty,  fullen  fortitude,  which  is 
c‘  the  charaderifdc  of  their  coun- 
<<r  try.*’ 

The  My  fore  army  purchafed 
their  vidory  very  dearly.  The 
daughter  fell  almoft  entirely  upon 

‘  ‘  -  their 
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their  beft  troops  ;  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  fo  immenfe,  that  if  a 
particular  account  of  the  lofs  could 
be  obtained,  the  amount  would 
appear  incredible.  It  is  like  Wife 
faid,  that  if  the  Conjeveram  army 
had  come  up,  at  any  time  during 
the  engagement,  previous  to  the 
fatal  event  of  the  tumbrils,  Hyder 
would  not  have  been  able  to  carry 
a  fingle  gun,  or  a  fingle  battalion 
off  the  field.  He  appeared  in  the 
field  mounted  on  an  elephant;  and 
it  is  faid,  was  fired  at  five  times  by 
an  Englifh  artillery  officer.  Hyder 
was  fill  fo  apprehenfive  of  the 
fuppofed  danger  of  his  fituation, 
that  only  upon  a  flying  rumour  of 
Sir  He&or  Monro’s  army  advanc¬ 
ing  upon  him,  he  precipitately 
abandoned  the  field  of  battle, 
and  retreated,  in  great  confu- 
fion,  to  a  place  called  the  Round 
Wells,  leaving  a  great  part  of  his 
baggage,  and.  all  the  wounded  be¬ 
hind.  But  upon  receiving  infor¬ 
mation  there,  that  the  Englifh 
army  had  abandoned  their  artil¬ 
lery,  and  were  retreating  towards 
Chingleput,  he  inftantly  dilpatch- 
ed  all  the  frefh  and  irregular  ca¬ 
valry  in  purfuit,  who  returned 
fuccefsfully,  loaded  with  lpoil, 
and  fufficiently  incumbered  with 
wounded  prifoners. 

It  appears  that  the  Conjeveram 
army  had  advanced  on  that  unhap¬ 
py  morning  along  the  l  repaffore 
road,  in  order  to  meet  the  expected 
detachments  ;  and  that  they  both 
heard  the  firing,  and  law  the 
fmoke,  on  their  left ;  but  at  too 
great  a  diflance  for  their  coming 
up  before  the  firing  ceafed.  it 
would  feem,  that  no  notion  was 
entertained  of  Hyder’s  advancing 
with  his  whole  army  to  a&ion ; 
that  the  firing  was  confidered  as 
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proceeding  only  from  the  defultory 
attacks  of  his  cavalry  ;  and  that 
too  great  a  confidence  was  placed 
in  Baillie’s  fuccefs  againfl  every 
obftacle.  The  repeated  filing  of 
the  appointed  number  of  fignal 
cannon,  without  any  return  being 
made,  along  with  the  dead  ftill- 
nefs  which  on  all  fldes  prevailed, 
began  to  afford  fome  melancholy 
prefages  of  difafier,  (though  no¬ 
thing  near  fo  bad  as  it  really  was) 
when,  at  length,  the  arrival  in 
fucceffion  of  two  or  three  wounded 
Sepoys,  who  had  the  fortune 
fingly  to  efcape  from  the  carnage, 
although  their  relation  was  indi- 
fiinft  and  diftrafted,  carried  fuch 
teftimonials  ■  about  them,  as  left  no 
longer  a  doubt  of  the  fatal  event. 

The  army,  both  officers  and 
men,  Europeans  and  natives,  were 
flung  with  anger  and  with  grief, 
almoft  to  madnefs,  at  the  de- 
flruflion  of  their  friends  and  fel¬ 
lows.  They  were  accordingly, 
without  regard  to  ftrength  or  con¬ 
dition,  almofl  outrageous  in  their 
defire,  to  take  an  immediate  and 
fevere  revenge  on  the  enemy.—™ 
Undoubtedly,  in  that  temper,  it 
would  have  been  no  eafy  matter 
to  withftand  their  fury.  But  the 
general,  who  was  fully  fenfible  of 
the  weaknefs  of  his  force,  and  who 
faw  and  knew  the  critical  fituation 
of  affairs,  found  it  necefl'ary  to 
reflrain  this  impetuofity.  .He  was 
totally  uninformed  as  to  the  flate 
and  circum fiances  of  Hyder’s  ar¬ 
my,  and  ignorant  of  the  grea| 
lofs  they  had  fuflained  in  the  late 
adlion.  His  own  was  too  certain  ; 
he  had  loft  the  flower  of  his  army. 
His  proviiions  were  likewife  within 
a  day  or  two  of  being  exhaufted; 
his  weaknefs,  and  want  of  cavalry, 
rendered  the  procuring  a  fupply 
[E]  4  *  i*n- 
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Impracticable ;  bis  retreat  was  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  cut  off*  and  the  army 
might  be  furrounded,  and,  obliged, 
through  mere  hunger,  to  furrender 
at  difcretion,  without  ftriking  a 
blow.  The  confequence  would 
be  the  lofs  of  Madras,  and  of  the 
whole  Carnatic. 

However  diffident  thefe  caufes 
were,  and  however  well  founded 
thofe  deductions  and  meafures 
which  arofe  from  them,  the  greated 
difcontent  prevailed  in  the  army, 
and  nothing  but  benfure  and  re¬ 
proach  was  to  be  heard.  This 
temper  and  difpofition  was  fpread 
even  among  the  officers ;  and  went 
fo  far,  as  it  was  faid,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  all  friendly  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  general  and  the  noble¬ 
man  who  commanded  the  regiment 
belonging  to  the  crown,  which,  as 
we  have  feen,  had  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  arrived  from  Europe.  The 
orders  for  a  retreat,  for  fpiking  the 
heavy  artillery ,‘  and  defraying  the 
camp  equipage  and  baggage,  not 
only  increafed  thefe  difcontents, 
but  are  1  faid  to  have  produced 
an  unequalled  fcene  of  diforder 
and  confufion.  Such  a  feries  of 
lofs  and  difgrace  was  new  to  the 
troops,  and  could  ill  be  borne  by 
them.  >  It  was  impoffible  that  a 
retreat  could  be  Well  and  orderly 
coriduded  ‘under  fuch  "  circum- 
ltances ;  and  to  thefe  are  to  be 
charged  the  lofs  which  the  army 
differed  through  the  purfuit  of 
Hyder’s  cavalry,  on  their  return 
to  Chingleput.  * 

At  Chingleput,  they 
were  joined  on  the*  day  of 
their  arrival,  by  the  forces  whibh 
Col.  Oofby  had  colleded  for  the 
enterprise  againd  Hyder’s  con¬ 
voys,  confiding  of  ten  companies 
of  -Sepoy  grenadiers,  about  an 


equal  number  of  battalion  and 
light  infantry  companies,  with 
two  regiments  of  the  Nabob’s  ca¬ 
valry.  Small  as  this  reinforce¬ 
ment  was,  if  it  could  have  joined 
the  army  before  the  late  misfor¬ 
tune,  a  very  different  face  of  af¬ 
fairs  might  probably  have  appear¬ 
ed.  The  want  of  -  provifions 
obliged  the  army  to  proceed  from 
Chingleput  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Madras,  where  they  were  en¬ 
camped. 

The  terror  and  confufion  which 
now  reigned  in  the  Carnatic,  may 
be  much  more  eafily  imagined  than 
defcribed.  The  danger  Teemed 
every  where  immediate  ;  and  Ma¬ 
dras  itfelf,  deditute  as  it  was  of 
provifions,  and  of  mod  or  all  of 
the  neceffaries  effential  to  defence, 
trembled  under  the  apprehenfion 
of  a  fiege,  This  date  of  difficulty 
and  danger  was  rendered  dill  more 
hopelefs,  by  the  diffentions  which 
prevailed  in  the  government ;  if 
not  by  its  condud.  Two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  feled  committee  made 
grievous  complaints  of  that  of  the 
majority;  and  charged  no  fmall 
degree  of  blame  to  the  inditution 
itfelf,  which  they  reprefented  as 
being  exceedingly  faulty  in  its 
condrudion,  and  pernicious  in  the 
effed.  They  alledged,  that  it 
threw  fo  much  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  governor  as  rendered 
him  in  a  great  degree  independent 
of  the  council ;  and  to  this  want 
of  controul  they  attributed  the 
mod  ruinous  corifequences  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  charging  the  late  gover¬ 
nor,  (who  had  fome  fmall  time  be¬ 
fore  the  invafion  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land)  with  withholding  from  them 
the  full  and  perfed  information 
which  he  had  received  at  various 
times,  and  in  fome  indancas  long 

•  '  before 
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before  his  departure,  of  Hyder’s 
preparations  and  defigns.  Their 
charges  againft  the  major;  .y  were 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe,  for 
a  reprefentation  of  which,  Mr. 
Sadlier  had  been  degraded ;  like 
him,  they  laid  all  the  prefent  ca¬ 
lamities  at  their  door.  They  like- 
wife  objected,  in  ftrong  terms*  to 
the  dil'patches  which  were  then 
making  up  for  Europe.  A  fa¬ 
vourable  reprefentation  of  conduct 
and  tranfa&ions,  was,  they  faid, 
in  a  certain  degree  allowable  ;  but 
a  ftatement  of  things  infupportable 
by  fads,  was  not  to  be  endured, 
nor  could  the  purpofe  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  produce  be  of  much 
avail,  as  the  detedion,  at  no  great 
diftance  of  time,  would  be  ine¬ 
vitable. 

In  this  feafon  of  diforder,  a  mu¬ 
tinous  fpirit  appeared,  and  great 
difturbances  broke  out,  among  the 
Sepoys  in  the  northern  Circars. 
That  order  of  men,  in  general, 
bear  a  mortal  averfion  to  voyages 
by  fea ;  fo  that  it  requires  not  only 
the  moil  perfed  difcipline,  but  a 
ftrong  attachment  to  their  com¬ 
manders,  to  induce  them  to  forego 
a  prejudice,  which  is  founded  as 
much  in  the  peculiar  maxims,  ha¬ 
bits,  and  rites  of  their  religion, 
as  in  their  natural  apprehenftcn  of 
an  element  with  which  they  have 
fo  little  acquaintance.  It  being 
now  neceflary  to  draw  fome  of  the 
troops  from  the  northern  Circars, 
and  the  way  by  land  being  im¬ 
practicable,  they  were  ordered  to 
take  their  paflage  by  fea,  which 
thec  Sepoys  abfolutely  refufing  to 
comply  with,  the  endeavour  to 
force  therrt  to  fo  hated  and  dreaded 
an  adventure,  produced  the  dif¬ 
turbances  we  have  mentioned.  At 
the  preiidency  of  Mazulipatam, 
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the  mutiny  was  quelled,  and  order 
with  difficulty  reftored,  through 
the  addrefs  of  the  commanding 
officer ;  the  point  of  embarkation 
being,  however,  given  up ;  but 
at  Vizigapatam,  the  Sepoys  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  moft  extreme  out¬ 
rages,  and  after  killing  feveral  of 
their  officers,  made  a  complete 
plunder  of  the  place,  the  property 
of  individuals  being  no  more 
ipared  than  that  of  the  company. 
The  revolted  Sepoys  then  marched 
off  in  a  body,  with  their  arms  and 
plunder ;  their  farther  defign  be¬ 
ing  not  lefs  alarming,  than  their 
paft  a&s  had  been  prejudicial. 

In  this  ftate  of  danger  and  ge¬ 
neral  difaffe&ion  it  was  no  matter 
of  wonder,  that  Sitteram  Rauze, 
a  man  always  of  bad  character, 
fhould  now  fhew  how  unworthy 
he  was  of  the  unaccountable  fa¬ 
vour  which  he  had  lately  met  with 
at  Madras ;  but  it  was  fcarcely  to 
be  expelled  that  his  eldeft  brother, 
at  whole  expence  Sitteram  had 
been  placed  in  great  opulence, 
authority,  and  poffeffion,  (altho* 
his  direCt  reverie  in  every  thing) 
Ihould  fo  far  forget  the  recent 
wrong;,  as  to  give,  in  this  trying 
feafon,  a  ftgnal  proof  of  his  fide¬ 
lity.  Whilft  Sitteram  kept  at  a 
diftance,  and  evaded  giving  any 
affiftance  towards  the  prefervation 
of  the  country,  which,  under  the 
example  of  the  Sepoys,  and  the 
diffatis  faction  of  the  people,  was 
on  the  point  of  throwing  off  all 
allegiance  to  the  company,  the  in¬ 
jured  Vizeram  Rauze  immediately 
collected  the  troops  of  his  remain¬ 
ing  zemindary,  and  with  the  vigo¬ 
rous  affiftance  of  another  zemindar, 
in  ftmilar  circumftances,  who  had 
likewiie  loft  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
his  poffeffions,  the  mutineers  were 

purfued 
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purfued  with  fiich  fpirit  and  effed, 
that  after  conliderable  lofs,  they 
were  not  only  obliged  to  difperfe, 
but  to  abandon  their  arms,  and 
much  of  their  plunder. 

While  the  prefidency  of  Madras 
were  thus  in  every  degree  diftreffed 
at  home,  their  fettlements  on  the 
Malabar  Coaft  were  fo  ftraitened 
and  endangered  b^  the  enemy, 
and  the  troops  fo  much  wanted  in 
the  Carnatic,  that  a  refolution 
was  palfed,  for  abandoning  the 
antient  fettlement  and  important 
poll  of  Tellicherry;  being  thus 
reduced  to  the  fad  necelfity  of  a 
derelidion  of  fome  of  their  pollfef- 
iions,  in  order  to  be  the  better  en¬ 
abled  to  preferve  the  reft.  Thro’ 
a  fubfequent  change  of  circum- 
ftances,  Tellicherry  was  fortu¬ 
nately  preferred  ;  the  garrifon  be¬ 
ing  relieved  by  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  who  conveyed  a  rein¬ 
forcement  to  them  from  Bombay. 
They  likewife  difpatched  a  letter 
to  Bombay,  ftating  the  urgent 
necelfity  they  were  under  for  the 
Ipeedy  return  of  die  troops  which 
had  been  fent  to  fupport  General 
Goddard  in  the  Guzerat  war. 
And  the  prefidency  renewed  their 
applications  to  Bengal,  in  ftill 
more  preiling  terms,  for  fpeedy 
ftrpplies  of  money  and  of  troops. 
This  was  enforced  by  a  letter  from 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  who,  bo¬ 
lides  ftating  the  imminent  danger 
of  the  Carnatic,  intreated,  in  the 
moft  urgent  manner,  the  governor 
general  and  council,  to  lay  aftde 
all  plans  againft  the  Marattas,  and 
to  dired  their  force  and  attention 
to  oppofe  Hyder  and  the  French, 
who  were  undoubtedly  ading  in 
concert.  The  arrival  of  a  French 
force  from  the  illands  was  at  this 
time  hourly  expected. 


The  prefent  misfortunes,  along 
with  the  necelfity  of  fuccour  from 
Bengal,  and  the  apprehenlion  of 
the  Nizam’s  joining  Kyder  Ally, 
ferved  all  together  at  this  time,  to 
quicken  the  determination  of  the 
prefidency  on  the  bulinefs  of  the 
Guntoor  Circar ;  which  had  been 
fo  long  delayed,  and  produdive  of 
fo  much  altercation  with  the  fu- 
preme  council.  Orders  were  ilfued 
for  reftoring  that  Circar  to  Bazalet 
Jung,  as  well  as  for  withdrawing 
the  Nabob’s  managers ;  and  thefe 
were  followed  by  letters  to  that 
prince  and  to  his  bro¬ 
ther.  In  that  to  the 
Nizam,  beiides  informing  him  of 
a  tran faction  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart  as  the  reiteration  of  the 
Circar,  they  lamented  the  long 
difappointment  they  found  to  their 
hopes,  of  being  able  to  pay  him 
their  arrears  of  the  pefcufh  due  for 
the  other  Circars  ;  but  hoped  he 
would  believe  their  alTu  ranees, 
that  they  would  negled  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  future  of  making 
good  the  balances ;  and  fatis- 
fadicn  being  given  on  that  point 
they  exprefted  a  confident  hope, 
S(  that  his  highnefs  would  ad  ac- 
“  cording  to  the  treaties  fubfifting 
“  between  him  and  the  company, 
and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of 
“  his  power  to  check  the  deligns 
“  of  their  enemies.” 

Biyder,  as  foon  as  his  army  had 
recovered  the  efteds  of  their  late 
vidory,  prepared  to  renew  the 
fiege  of  Arcot.  That  place,  ex- 
cluiive  of  its  being  the  Nabob’s 
capital,  was  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance  to  both  fides ;  from  its 
being  nothing  lefs  than  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  magazine  of  all  manner  of 
ftores,  provifions,  and  neceftaries, 
and  that  in  To  ample  a  degree*  as 

to 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [75 


-to  be  equal  to  the  fupport  if  not 
the  equipment  of  a  large  army ; 
and  its  being  befides  fo  capacious, 
as  to  afford  cover  and  fecurity  as 
well  as  fubfiifence.  It  was  defend¬ 
ed  by  about  7,000  of  the  Nabob’s 
people,  of  all  forts,  in  arms,  and 
about  150  of  the  company’s  Eu¬ 
ropean  infantry  and  artillery,  with 
a  few  companies  of  their  Sepoys. 
The  place  feemed  capable  of  a 
long  defence,  at  leaft  againft  an 
Indian  army  ;  but  befides  the  little 
dependance  that  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  Nabob’s  people,  Hyder’s 
army  was  now  become  truly  for¬ 
midable  even  in  fieges.  Elis  bed: 
troops,  and  thefe  were  fufiiciently 
numerous,  were  compofed  prin¬ 
cipally  of  deferters  from  the  com¬ 
pany  and  the  Nabob’s  fervice, 
who  had  been  trained  up  and  dis¬ 
ciplined  by  Englifh  officers.  Elis 
approaches  were  accordingly  con¬ 
ducted  with  fuch  regularity,  his 
attacks  fo  well  fupported,  and  his 
artillery  fo  well  ferved,  as  could 
not  but  greatly  furprize  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  in  garrifon  ;  who  were  par¬ 
ticularly  altonifhed,  and  no  lefs  dif- 
neartened,  at  the  facility  with  which 
his  batteries  difmounted  their  can¬ 
non. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  cavalry 
were  fo  thoroughly  maffers  of  the 
country,  that  even  in  the  camp 
near  Madras,  the  troops  could  not 
venture  two  miles  from  their  en¬ 
trenchments;  and  fuch  was  the 
difaffeClion  that  prevailed  in  the 
Nabob’s  garrifons  that  feveral  of 
his  forts  were  furrendered  to  par¬ 
ties  of  the  enemies  horfe,  without 
the  firing  of  a  fingle  fhot  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide.  Nor  was  it  among  the 
fmalleit  evils  or  misfortunes  of  the 
prefent  time,  that  the  government 
bad  become  fo  generally  odious  to 


the  people  as  to  have  it  fuppofed, 
that  there  was  fcarcely  a  native 
from  one  end  of  the  Carnatic  to 
the  other,  who  did  not  wifh  fuccefs 
to  Hyder’s  arms. 

The  government  of  Bengal  were 
fo  little  fatisfied  with  the  paff,  and 
placed  fo  little  confidence  in  the 
future  conduCl  of  Madras,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  fitting,  upon 
the  fir  ft  account  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  invafion,  to  take  any 
immediate  meafures  towards  their 
relief;  confidering  it  as  better  to 
wait  for  fuch  further  information, 
as  would  not  only  enable  them  to 
afeertain  the  degree  of  a ffi fiance  that 
was  really  neceffary,  but  likewife  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  Ihould  infure 
its  right  application. 

But  when  accounts  were  receiv¬ 
ed  of  the  fevere  blow  fuffained  in 
the  lofs  of  Col.  Baillie’s  detach¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  danger  and  ruin 
which  involved  the  whole  Car¬ 
natic,  the  molt  vigorous  meafures 
of  relief  were  immediately  adopt¬ 
ed;  to  which,  however,  the  mon- 
foon  feafon  then  prevailing  was  a 
great  impediment.  A  confide'r- 
able  reinforcement  of  European 
troops  by  fea,  with  a  fupply  of 
fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  in  money, 
was  immediately  refolved;  and  as 
the  repugnance  of  the  Sepoys  to  all 
expeditions  on  that  element  was 
too  ffrong  to  be  fafely  meddled 
with,  it  was  determined,  as  foot* 
as  the  feafon  and  roads  would  ad¬ 
mit,  to  fend  a  itrong  body  of  thofe 
forces  to  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic 
by  land.  But  this  being  a  mea- 
fure  of  much  doubt,  delay  and 
difficulty,  no  great  reliance  was 
probably  placed  on  its  fuccefs. 
For  the  route  of  the  Sepoys,  in 
their  way  to  the  northern  Circars, 
was,  of  necefffty,  through  Moo- 
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dajee  Boofla’s  territories  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Orifla  ;  and  that  prince’s 
difpoiition  was  not  only  doubt¬ 
ful,  but  his  fon  was  then  ad¬ 
vanced  with  a  ftrong  army  to  the 
borders  of  Bengal,  and  lay  in  the 
Cuttack,  full  in  the  courfe  which 
they  fhould  pafs,  with  views  ap¬ 
parently  hoftile.  Meafures  were 
at  the  fame  time  taken  by  the  fu- 
preme  council,  for  a  plentiful  fup- 
ply  of  grain,  as  foon  as  it  could 
be  done,  to  Madras ;  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  faked  proviftons  were  di- 
retftly  fent,  to  provide  againft  the 
neceffities  of  a  liege,  if  fo  unex¬ 
pected  an  extremity  fhould  poffibly 
occur. 

But  all  the  hopes  of  the  fupreme 
council,  for  retrieving  the  Britifh 
affairs  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
were  centered  in  the  abilities  and 
fervices  of  that  experienced  and 
diftinguifhed  officer,  Gen.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote ;  who  was  then  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  their  own  body,  as  well 
as  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  in  India.  It  was  urged 
in  council,  that  the  danger  im¬ 
pending  on  the  company’s  interells 
in  the  Carnatic  might  be  eafily  re¬ 
pelled,  even  by  its  own  immediate 
force,  if  that  were  properly  ap¬ 
plied.  and  conduced  -—But  that  it 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  nor  could  it  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  properly  conducted, 
“  uniefs  Sir  Eyre  Coote  would  at 

this  crifis  hand  forth,  and  vin- 
*c  dicate,  in  his  own  perfon,  the 
*c  rights  and  honour  of  the  Britifh 
“  arms.” 

A  refolution  was  accordingly 
paffed,  to  intreat  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
to  take  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  the  application  of 
the  means  for  the  relief  and  deli¬ 
verance  of  the  Carnatic ;  a  requi- 


fition  with  which,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  badnefs  of  the  feafon,  and 
the  precarious  date  of  his  health, 
he  immediately  complied.  Doubts 
being  then  fuggefted,  and  the 
quedion  agitated,  upon  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  entruding  fo  large  a  fum 
of  money  as  1 5  lacks  of  rupees  to 
the  management  of  thofe,  whofe 
mifapplication  and  wade  had,  it 
was  aliedged,  brought  on  their 
own  prefent  neceffities  and  dan¬ 
gers,  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
treafure  fhould  be  configned  to  the 
care  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  by 
him,  to  be  appropriated  exclu- 
fively  to  military  fervices ;  with, 
however,  a  difcretionary  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  general,  of  advancing 
any  part  of  it  on  the  requidtion  of 
the  preiident  and  feleCt  committee 
of  Fort  St.  George,  but  being  him- 
felf  to  determine  on  the  expediency 
of  the  meafure. 

The  fupreme  council  commu¬ 
nicated,  both  to  the  prefidency 
of  Madras,  and  to  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  an  early  account  of  the 
meafures  of  relief  which  they  were 
taking ;  together  with  an  affurance 
of  their  difpofition  to  a  peace  with 
the  Marattas,  and  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  make  fpeedv  propofals 
for  that  purpofe.  Upon  this  head 
they  were,  however,  more  full  with 
that  admiral  than  with  the  prefi¬ 
dency,  as  an  anfvver  to  the  letter 
which  he  had  fo  lately  written  upon 
the  fubject ;  they  alfo  requeued, 
that  he  would,  if  poffible,  direct  the 
operations  of  his  fquadron  againft 
Hyder’s  ports  and  fhipping  on  the 
Malabar  Coaft. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  voyage  was 
unufually  fliort  and  favourable, 
for  the  feafon,  he  being  only  23 
days  on  his  paffage  from  Calcutta 
to  Madras,  where  he  arrived  on 
9  the 
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the  5  th  of  November.  He  brought 
with  him  two  hundred  European 
artillery,  fix  companies  of  infantry, 
one  of  volunteers,  and  between  fix 
and  feven  hundred  Lafcars.  With 
this  reinforcement,  more  confider- 
able  indeed  from  the  intrinfic  va¬ 
lue  of  the  troops  than  their  num¬ 
ber,  the  whole  force  which  he 
could  colled  in  two  months  time 
at  the  Mount,  (where  he  encamp¬ 
ed)  fcarcely  exceeded  7,000  men. 
The  monfoon  afforded  a  leafonable 
colour  for  inadion,  with  an  army 
which  was  in  every  refped  inca¬ 
pable  of  taking  the  held.  The 
protedion  of  Madras  was  the  ut- 
moft,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
that  could  be  hoped  for. 

The  city  of  Arcot  had  been 
taken  by  affault  a  few  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  general ;  and  the 
fort  or  citadel,  which  was  capable 
of  a  long  defence,  was  given  up 
,  three  days  after.  Hy- 
L  ov*  3  *  der,  who  feems  to  have 
been  feldom  deficient  in  fuiting 
his  condud  to  the  occafion,  what¬ 
ever  that  might  be,  difplayed  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  humanity 
and  kindnefs  to  the  prifoners  taken 
in  Arcot.  Thefe  found  means  to 
inform  their  countrymen  in  the 
fort  of  the  generous  treatment  and 
kindnefs  which  they  had  experi¬ 
enced  ;  and  at  the  lame  time  that 
.they  extolled  the  conqueror,  to¬ 
tally  condemning  their  folly  and 
obftinacy,  in  fruitlefsly  refilling 
the  arms  of  fo  great  and  excellent  a 
prince.  The  confequence  was, 
that  all  the  Sepoys,  to  a  rnan  de- 
ferted  the  fort  in  the  night,  and 
went  over  to  Hyder,  leaving  their 
European  officers  to  provide  for 
themfelves  as  they  might ;  who 
were  accordingly  obliged  to  fur- 
render  the  place  and  themfelves. 


It  was  undoubtedly  the  difaf- 
fe&ion  of  the  Nabob’s  people, 
which  occafioned  the  continual 
differences  that  prevailed  between 
them  and  the  Europeans  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  fiege  ;  and  to 
both  caufes  may  be  attributed  their 
afterwards  charging  them  with 
the  lofs  of  the  place,  when,  being 
prifoners,  they  were  equally  inca¬ 
pable  of  knowing  the  charge,  and 
of  making  any  defence  if  they  had. 
That  Arcot  was  loft  through  their 
own  treachery,  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  for  believing ;  and  if  others 
were  wanting,  Hyder’s  taking  the 
Nabob’s  principal  officer  there  into 
his  fervice  and  particular  confi¬ 
dence,  immediately  after  the  cap¬ 
ture,  might  be  confidered  as  no 
flight  evidence.  Indeed  it  had 
flipped  (with  more  inadvertence 
than  could  have  been  well  ex¬ 
pelled)  from  Hyder  long  before, 
that  he  had  full  information  of  the 
moft  fecret  tranfa&ions  of  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  court. 

In  two  days  after  the  general’s 
arrival  at  Madras,  he  took  his 
feat  as  fecond,  in  the  council, 
and  produced  the  orders  which  he 
had  conveyed  from  the  fupreme 
government  of  Bengal,  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  Mr.  Whitehill,  the 
prefident,  This  meafure  princi¬ 
pally  proceeded  from  his  obftinate 
perfeverance  in  thofe  tranfadlions 
relative  to  Bazalet  Jung  and  the 
Guntoor  Circar,  which  had  fo 
much  alienated  the  Nizam  from 
the  company’s  interefts  ;  notwith* 
Handing  the  long  repeated  ift- 
jun&ions  of  the  fupreme  council 
to  the  contrary.  That  gentleman 
now  totally  difclaimed,  and  pro- 
tefted  againft,  the  authority  of  the 
fupreme  council,  to  deprive  him  of 
his  office  of  prefident  and  gover¬ 
nor  ; 
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nor  ;  and  held  every  member  of  the 
adminidration,  who  fhould  fub- 
mit  to  it  in  the  prefent  indance, 
to  be  anfwerable  to  the  company 
for  the  fubverfion  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  him,  for  any  lofs  he 
might  fudain  in  his  perfon  or  li¬ 
berty.  The  fufpenflon  was  how¬ 
ever  confirmed  by  a  majority  of 
the  council ;  and  the  late  prefi- 
dent  a  flamed  a  merit  from  that 
moderation,  which  induced  him 
to  prevent  the  evils  of  a  civil  war 
by  fubmitting.  Mr.  Smith,  as 
next  to  the  chair,  fucceeded  to 
the  government. 

The  fltuation  of  affairs  in  the 
Carnatic,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote’s  arrival,  was  fo  deplorable, 
as  far  to  exceed  all  report  and  ima¬ 
gination  upon  the  fubj«Ct  ;  and 
the  unaccountable  negleCt  which 
had  marked  every  department  of 
adminidration,  feemed  rather  the 
effeCt  of  feme  fatality,  than  of  in¬ 
dolence  or  weaknefs.  That  ge¬ 
neral  obferves  in  his  letters  to  the 
directors,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  ftate,  that 
the  fame  inactivity  and  bad  policy 
which  had  operated,  in  not  col¬ 
lecting  the  troops,  in  the  defeCI  of 
every  kind  of  preparation,  in  leav¬ 
ing  the  paffes  open  to  Hyder’s  en¬ 
trance,  and,  in  fo  many  other  ru¬ 
inous  inilances,  were  dill  preva¬ 
lent  at  the  time  of  his  arrival ; 
and  that  what  ought  to  have  been 
their  flrft  care,  lay  as  much  neg- 
leCted  as  if  no  enemy  had  been 
near.  That  even  the  neceffary 
arrangements  for  the  fecurity  of 
fort  St.  George,  the  very  found¬ 
ation  of  our  exigence  on  that  coad, 
had  not  been  made  ;  that  no  pains 
had  been  taken,  to  repair  the  flut¬ 
tered  condition  of  the  very  fmall 


army  that  remained  for  their  de¬ 
fence;  that  the  held  artillery  re= 
quifite  for  a  campaign,  was  fo  far 
from  being  in  readinefs,  that  the 
carriages  were  then  making  up. 
That  the  troops  were  difpiritedy 
the  Seapoys  deferring,  the  country 
defolated,  the  inhabitants  treach¬ 
erous,  ail  communications  cut  off, 
their  proviflons  confumed,  and 
their  refources  exhauded.  That 
the  Nabob,  fo  far  from  being  able 
to  give  affidance  in  this  exigency* 
had  neither  men,  money,  or  in¬ 
fluence,  and  looked  up  to  the 
company  for  the  fupport  of  his 
intereds  and  credit.-“-After  dating 
the  dangerous  and  ruinous  conduCt 
which  had  been  purfued  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  Pondicherry,  (the  edeCts 
of  which  will  appear)  he  obferves* 
that  to  all  the  difadvantages,  ari- 
flng  from  thefe  misfortunes,  and 
from  the  mifconduCt  of  govern¬ 
ment,  on  one  flde,  fhould  be  added, 
the  increafe  of  fuperiority  to  the 
enemy,  ariflng  from  his  good  po¬ 
licy,  as  well  as  from  the  drength 
and.  fuccefs  of  his  arms ;  “  for, 
c<  that  Hyder  had  taken  every 
“  meafure  which  could  occur  to 
s(  the  mod  experienced  general* 
(c  to  didrefs  us,  and  to  render 
"  himfelf  formidable  ;  and,  that 
<(  his  conduCl  in  his  civil  capacity 
“  had  been  fupported  by  a  degree 
<4  of  political  addrefs,  unequalled 
“  by  any  power  that  had  yet  ap- 
"  peared  in  Hindodan.” 

Such  was  the  enemy,  with  whom 
the  Ead-India  Company  were  now 
engaged  in  fo  arduous  a  conted ; 
and  fuch  was  part  of  a  picture  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic,  drawn* 
upon  the  fpot,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  i/Sq,  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote. 


chap; 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Sir  Eyre  Code's  defign  cf  relieving  the  befieged  fcrtreffes  confirmed  by  the 
opinion  of  the  council  of  war,  and  the  approbation  of  the  feted  committee . 
Hyder  raifes  the  fiege  of  Wandewafh ,  and  retires  with  precipitation ,  on 
the  approach  of  the  Britifh  army.  The  other  beleaguered  places  relieved 
and  J applied.  Dangers  arifing  from  the  perfidy  of  the  French  at  Pondi¬ 

cherry  obviated,  by  the  General's  difarming  the  inhabitants ,  defraying 
their  boats,  and  removing  their  magazines  from  Carangolly.  Hyder' s 
fhipping  defrayed  in  his  own  ports  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marches  to  Porto  Novo,  to  frufrate  the  enemy's  defign  on  Tritcbi- 
napcli.  Hyder' s  immenfs  force.  Numberlefs  difficulties  which  the  Eng - 
lijh  General  had  to  furmount.  Grand  battle  on  the  1 ft  of  July.  Hyder' s 
vaft  hoft,  after  a  very  long  and  obfinate  engagement ,  ctej'eated.  Hyder 
retreats  towards  Arcot,  and  Tippoo  Saib  raifes  the  fiege  of  W andevjafh. 
Englifh  General  marches  to  the  northward,  and  forms  a  junction  with  the 
forces  from  Bengal.  Takes  Trepaffibre,  defeats  Hyder,  in  a  hard  and 
' difficult  conflict,  " ’on  the  zyth  of  Auguft.  Defeats  him  a  third  time  on  the 
Z-jth  of  September.  Succeeding  actions,  in  which  the  Englijb  army  is 
confantly  victorious.  Dutch  Jettlements  on  the  ifiand  of  Sumatra  fub- 
dued.  Sir  Edward  Hughes ,  and  Gen.  Sir  HeCtor  Monro,  befiege  Nega- 
patam  by  Sea  and  land.  Place  J'urrendered,  upon  conditions.  The  Admi¬ 
ral  proceeds  to  the  if  and  of  Ceylon,  and  takes  the  Dutch  forts  and  fettle- 
ment  ofTrincamale. 


AMONG  the  good  confe- 
quences  which  attended  Sir 
Eyre  Coote’s  coming  to  take  the 
command  in  the  Carnatic,  the 
unanimity  which  from  thence  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  government  was  far 
from  being  the  leaf.  The  coun¬ 
cil  were  unanimous  in  his  fup- 
port,  and  wifely  committed  the 
whole  conduft  and  management 
of  the  war,  without  refer ve,  into 
his  hands.  An  appearance  of  vi¬ 
gour,  in  defpite  of  weaknefs  and 
of  all  the  wretched  circumftances 
of  affairs,  accordingly  took  place 
in  every  department ;  and  the 
enemy,  imprelfed  with  a  fenfe  cf 
the  general’s  fame  and  military 
abilities,  became  more  guarded  in 
their  conduit 


Hyder’s  army  was  by  this  time 
prodigioufly  augmented ;  his  force, 
within  the  Carnatic,  was  fuppofed 
far  to  exceed  a  hundred  thoufand 
men;  and  fome  accounts  went  fo 
far,  as  to  eflimate  his  matchlock 
men,  and  irregular  infantry  only, 
at  not  lefs  than  80,000.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  army  at  Madras, 
the  neceffity  by  which  he  knew  it 
was  tied  down  to  the  prote&ion 
of  that  place,  together  with  the 
multitude  of  his  own  troops,  en¬ 
couraged  and  enabled  Hyder,  after 
the  taking  of  Arcot,  to  lay  fiege, 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  to  feve- 
ral  of  the  principal  fcrtreffes  in 
the  Carnatic,  > 

Few  generals  have  had  a  more 
.difficult  game  to  play,  or  a  greater 

flake 


Se]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  HU 


Sake  depending,  than  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  at  this  jun&ure.  His 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  7,000 
men.  Yet  with  what  may  be 
comparatively  called  a  handful  of 
men,  his  dependance  was  fo  great 
on  the  goodnefs  of  the  troops,  and 
upon  his  own  ability,  that  in  any 
iefs  critical  Hate  of  war,  he  would, 
without  hefitation,  have  met  Ry¬ 
der ’s  vail  hoft  in  the  field.  But 
every  thing  was  now  at  Hake.  The 
fate  of  Madras,  of  the  Britiih  in- 
tereils  in  the  Carnatic,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  all  India,  to  the  very 
exigence  of  the  Engliih  name,  be¬ 
ing  wrapt  up  in  that  of  the  fmali 
army  he  commanded,  a  greater 
degree  of  confideration  became 
neceffary.  And,  befides  the  prin¬ 
cipal  danger  of  any  misfortune  to 
the  army,  it  was  forefeen  that 
Madras  itfelf  might  be  expofed 
during  its  abfence,  however  fuc- 
cefsful  he  might  be  in  relieving 
the  befieged  fortreffes.  The  mul¬ 
titude  of  Ryder’s  troops  enabled 
him  to  make  detachments  to  any 
amount,  and  the  celerity  of  his 
numerous  irregular  cavalry,  laid 
all  parts  open  to  their  fudden  en¬ 
terprise  ;  while  his  main  army, 
inftead  of  being  weakened,  was 
rendered  more  manageable  by  de¬ 
taching. 

In  thefe  critical  circumfiances, 
and  under  fuch  a  weight  of  danger 
and  of  perfonal  relponfibility,  the 
general  thought  it  wife  and  ne- 
ceflary,  to  take  all  the  cotmfel 
which  it  was  in  his  power  to  ob¬ 
tain  ;  his  own  opinion  going 
ftrongly,  under  a  full  fenfe  of  all 
the  poffihle  confequences,  to  the 
relief  of  thofe  fortreffes,  which 
were  the  moll  important,  and  in 
the  greateft  danger.  He  accord¬ 


ingly  drew  a  fhort  buy  compre* 
henfive  fketch  of  the  prefent  litu- 
ation  of  things  in  writing,  fully 
Hating  the  valuei  importance,  and 
refpedlive  danger  of  the  objedls  in 
view,  the  degrees  of  hope  and  ap- 
prehenfion  to  which  the  propofed 
meafure  of  relief  would  be  liable, 
with  .his  own  opinion  upon  the 
whole ;  and  calling  a  council  of 
war,  compofed  of  Sir  Hedlor  Mon¬ 
ro,  Lord  Macleod,  and  Brigadier 
General  Stuart,  laid  it  before 
them,  defiring,  that  after  the  moH 
mature  confideration,  they  would 
give  their  feparate  opinions  in 
writing  upon  the  fubjedl. 

Vellore,  Wandewafh,  Perma- 
coil,  and  Chmgleput  were  the 
places  befieged ;  the  firfi,  from 
its  fituation  and  firength,  afforded 
no  caufe  of  immediate  apprehen- 
fion,  excepting  from  the  treachery 
of  the  garrifon ;  but  fome  of  the 
others  were  in  imminent  danger; 
and  as  they  contained  large  ma¬ 
gazines  of  pro  » fions,  the  fupply 
of  the  enemy  in  that  refpedl,  as 
well  as  with  their  artillery  and 
Hores,  would  have  been  a  two-fold 
prejudice.  It  was  remarkable  in 
the  fiatement  upon  this  fubjedl 
prefented  by  the  general,  that  he 
obferved,  as  a  known  fadl,  that 
they  had  not  only  Ryder,  but  the 
whole  Carnatic  to  combat  againfi  ; 
fo  that  they  could  not  hope  for 
the  fmallefi  affifiance,  in  any  part 
of  the  road  through  which  they 
were  to  march,  or  of  the  country 
which  they  might  enter:  and  he 
informs  them,  that  the  treachery 
of  one  of  the  Nabob’s  renters,  in 
endeavouring  to  betray  Vellore  to 
the  enemy,  having  been  fortu¬ 
nately  difeovered  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  that  garrifon,  he  had 

ordered 
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ordered  him  to  be  put  in  irons ; 
hoping,  he  faid,  “  that  he  might 
“  be  inllrumental  to  the  difco- 
*«  very  of  thofe  dark  deligns, 
“  which  he  had  long  fufpedted 
“  to  exift  in  the  court  of  a  native 
“  power,  living  under  the  very 
ff  walls  of  our  garrifon  of  Fort 
“  St.  George. ” 

The  three  general  officers  coin¬ 
cided  entirely  in  opinion  with  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  for  the  march  of  the 
army  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged 
places;  and  as  Wandewalh.  was  in 
immediate  and  imminent  danger, 
and  it  was  expected  that  Ilvder 
would  colled;  his  whole  force,  and 
ufe  his  utmoit  efforts,  to  prevent 
their  palling  the  river  Falaar, 
which  lay  in  their  way  to  that 
place.  Sir  Hedor  Monro,  fo  far 
from  being  diicouraged  by  that 
circumfcance,  declared  there  was 
nothing  more  to  be  wilhed,  than 
the  bringing  him  to  a  general 
adion ;  at  the  fame  time  gene- 
roully  declaring  his  confidence, 
that  the  army  would  be  fuccefsful 
under  its  prefent  leader.  Upon 
the  fame  ground,  he  did  not  wifli 
that  the  commander  in  chief 
Ihould  be  fettered  by  a  refolution, 
for  the  immediate  return  of  the 
armv  to  the  protedion  of  Madras, 
when  the  intended  fervice  was 
performed;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  Ihould  be  left  entirely  to 
his  own  difcretion  to  ad  in  that 
refped,  as  future  information 
might  iudicate,  or  circumltances 
point  out. 

So  nice,  notwithftanding,  was 
the  caution  of  the  general  in  this 
critical  and  momentous  bufinefs, 
that  he  departed  from  the  eltab- 
li ffied  military  rule  in  fuch  cafes, 
by  laying  the  whole  proceedings 
of  the  council  of  war  before  the 
Vol.  XXV. 


feled  committee,  defiring  their 
advice  upon  the  fubjed;  a  mea- 
fure,  however  irregular  and  un- 
ufual,  which  could  not  fail  effec¬ 
tually  to  rivet  their  confidence  in 
him.  The  event  was,  a  fuli  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  opinion  of  the 
council  of  war. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  marched  at  the 
head  of  the  army  from  the  en¬ 
campment  at  the  mount,  to  the 
relief  of  Wandewalh,  x 
in  the  beginning  of  }  'o7,  ’ 

the  year.  Hyder  Ally, 
upon  the  firfi:  account  of  his  ap¬ 
proach,  not  only  raifed  the  fiege 
of  Wandewalh  with  precipitation, 
but  abandoned  all  the  others  in 
the  fame  manner;  and  fo  far  from 
meeting  the  Englilh  army  in  the 
field,  or  oppofing,  as  was  ex- 
peded,  their  palling  the  P alaary 
retired  with  his  whole  force  to 
a  cautious  and  guarded  dillance. 
Thus  the  beleaguered  places  were 
not  only  relieved  and  provided, 
and  other  garrifons  that  Were  weak 
and  expofed  reinforced,  but  a 
great  extent  of  country  was  re¬ 
covered,  and  a  new  frontier  form¬ 
ed  ;  and  from  hence,  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  continuing  to  keep  the  field, 
and  prepared  every  where  to  look 
the  enemy  in  the  face,  provided 
as  effedually  for  the  fecurity  of 
Madras,  as  if  the  army  had  been 
encamped  under  its  walls.  So 
fudden  a  change  in  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs,  reflored  the  fpirit  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  troops,  both  European 
and  native,  and  prepared  them  for 
every  exertion  which  their  comman¬ 
der  might  require. 

The  perfidy  of  the  French  in¬ 
habitants  of  Pondicherry,  who 
had  been  treated  with  unexampled 
lenity  and  tendernefs  fince  the  re¬ 
duction  of  that  place,  had  con- 
f  in  tribute# 
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tributed  greatly  to  increafe  the 
alarm  and  confufion  of  the  Car¬ 
natic.  Thefe  people,  befides  the 
fulled  protedlion  in  the  pofleflion 
and  enjoyment  of  their  houfes  and 
edates,  and  the  mod  liberal  con- 
dr  u£tion  of  the  articles  of  capi¬ 
tulation  in  their  favour,  were  even 
admitted  to  the  rights  of  fubje&s, 
and  to  trafiick  under  the  Englifh 
flag.  The  fortifications,  and  the 
powder  magazine,  had  been  alone 
demolifhed;  in  all  other  refpe&s, 
the  town,  port,  and  public  build¬ 
ings,  were  left  in  their  former 
date. 

Upon  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  troubles,  as  it  became 
necefiary  to  withdraw  the  Britifh 
troops  to  Madras,  it  was  thought 
fitting  to  remove  the  French  of¬ 
ficers  and  veterans,  who,  through 
lenity,  and  a  tendernefs  for  their 
circum dances,  had  hitherto  been 
left  upon  parole  at  Pondicherry, 
to  the  fame  place ;  while  thefe 
gentlemen  exprefied  the  mod 
grievous  apprehenfion,  led  this 
removal  might  proceed  from  any 
doubt  of  their  honour  in  the 
dri&ed  adherence  to  their  paroles. 
At  the  fame  time,  as  the  conduct 
of  the  inhabitants  had  lately  af¬ 
forded  much  room  for  jealoufy,  and 
became  daily  more  fufpicious,  as 
the  troubles  in  the  country,  and 
the  expedition  of  the  arrival  of 
a  French  force  increafed,  it  was 
in  contemplation  to  fend  the  late 
attorney  -  general,  with  feveral 
other  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
who,  from  their  condudl,  influ¬ 
ence,  or  turbulence,  were  deemed 
the  mod  dangerous,  to  Madras 
likewife.  Lenity,  however,  pre¬ 
vailed;  and  the  meafure  was  evaded, 
by  thefe  perfons  renewing  their 
allegiance,  and  voluntarily  pre- 
2 
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fenting  a  written  declaration,  figned 
with  their  names,  and  binding 
themfelves  anew  to  the  mod  in¬ 
violable  fidelity ;  thus  rendering 
themfelves  doubly  criminal. 

For  in  return  for  all  pad  favour 
and  prefent  confidence.  Colonel 
Brathwaite,  had  fcarcely  marched 
with  his  troops  out  of  fight  of  the 
place,  when  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  fuddenly  rife  in  arms,  feize 
and  plunder  the  folitary  Englifh 
refident  who  had  been  left  to  fu- 
perintend  their  conduct;  and  to 
complete  the  outrage,  compel  him, 
with  fixed  bayonets  at  his  bread, 
to  fign  a  written  indrument,  the 
contents  of  which  he  is  totally 
unacquainted  with.  They  then 
proceeded  to  raife  and  arm  two  or 
three  battalions  of  Sepoys,  mod 
of  whom,  having  compofed  a  part 
of  the  late  garrifon,  had  .received 
the  fame,  proteftion,  and  were 
bound  to  the  fame  conditions  with 
themfelves.  As  fome  cover  to 
this  breach  of  faith,  they,  how¬ 
ever,  pretended,  that  thefe  Se¬ 
poys  were  in  Hyder’s  pay  and 
fervice ;  the  former  of  which  in¬ 
deed  was  probably  true.  And, 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting 
for  the  reception  and  fupport  of 
the  fleet  and  army  which  they  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  Mauritius,  they 
proceeded  to  amafs  vad  quanti¬ 
ties  of  proyiflon  at  Carangolly,  a 
town  at  fome  didance  upon  the  fea 
coad. 

Such  in  fractions  of  faith  are  to 
be  condemned,  befides  their  own 
inherent  turpitude,  as  they  tend 
to  difeourage  the  exercife  of  cle¬ 
mency  and  moderation.  But  we 
are  always  happy  to  find  councils 
ever  erring  on  the  fide  of  lenity 
juftified  by  the  final  event;  as  was 
the  cafe  in  the  prefent  indance. 

Sur- 
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Surrounded,  however,  with  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  dangers  on  all  fides, 
as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  at  his  fir  it 
arrival,  he  ftrongly  condemned  a 
degree  of  imprudent  fecurity,  thro’ 
which  Pondicherry  was  permitted 
to  become  a  garrifon  and  place 
of  arms  for  the  reception  and  fup- 
port  of  a  new,  as  well  as  of  the 
old  enemy.  One  of  his  firft 
meafures,  after  the  immediately 
neceffary  fervices,  of  obliging 
Hyder  to  raife  the  fieges,  and  of 
re-inforcing  and  fupplying  the 
weak  cr  expofed  garrifons,  was 
the  remedy  of  this  evil.  This 
he  accompiifhed  effectually,  by 
difarming  the  inhabitants  of  PonT 
dicherry,  by  the  deftruftion  of  all 
their  boats,  and  by  the  removal 
of  the  provifions  from  Carangolly. 
The  deltruftion  of  the  boats  was 
in  a  peculiar  manner  timely  and 
fortunate ;  for  M.  de  Orves,  ar¬ 
rived  with  a  fquadron  foon  after 
off  that  place,  and  being  in  great 
diflrefs  for  water,  provifions  and 
other  neceffaries,  the  want  of  boats 
on  both  fides,  occafioned  his  quit¬ 
ting  the  coalf  without  obtaining 
any  relief. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  had  performed  excellent 
fervice  on  the  Malabar  coalf  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  of 
a  nature  the  moft  vexatious  that 
could  be  to  Hyder,  by  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  his  flipping  in  his  own 
ports  of  Calicut  and  Mangalore; 
and  thereby  nipping  in  the  bud 
his  hopes  of  becoming  a  formida¬ 
ble  maritime  power,  which  was  a 
favourite  objeCl  of  his  ambition. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  force  being  too 
weak  to  encourage  adventure,  and 
Hyder  too  cautious  to  hazard 
much  without  neceffity,  nothing 
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of  confequence  took  place  for  fe- 
veral  months  between  the  armies. 

Such  a  ifate  of  things,  however, 
could  not  be  lading.  Hyder  hav¬ 
ing  made  preparations  for  the 
fiege  of  Tritchinapoly,  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marched  with  the  army  to 
Porto  Novo,  as  well  to  fruftrate 
that  defign,  as  to  reprefs  his  de¬ 
predation  on  the  fide  ofTanjore, 
and  the  fouthern  provinces.  So 
wretchedly  was  the  army  dill  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  field,  and  fo  forely 
the  want  of  a  provident  forefight, 
and  timely  preparation  yet  felt, 
that  the  general  could  not  have 
made  this  movement,  if  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hughes  had  not  attended  at 
that  place,  to  fupply  him  with 
provifions  from  the  flips ;  for  be- 
fides  the  paucity  in  number  of 
their  cattle  for  draught  and  bur¬ 
then,  fo  miferable  was  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  bullocks  they  had,  that 
they  were  fcarcely  able  to  drag  the 
artillery  in  any  manner  along, 
and  were  finking  under  the  mo¬ 
derate  weight  of  that  proportion 
of  camp  equipage,  which  was  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  the  fer¬ 
vice,  and  could  be  conveyed  by 
no  other  means. 

Hyder  was  now  fo  confictent  in 
the  llrength  of  his  immenfe  army, 
and  fo  determined  on  his  object, 
that  he  departed  from  his  general 
refolution  of  avoiding  field -adlions 
with  the  Englifh,  rather  prefer¬ 
ring  to  hand  the  hazard  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  engagement,  than  to  relinquifh 
his  defign  on  Tritchinapoly,  and 
his  views  on  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces.  Thus  impelled,  he  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  direct  road  which 
the  Englifh  army  were  to  take  on 
their  way  to  Cuddalore,  and  took 
an  exceedingly  well  chofen  and 
[ F ]  2  advan* 
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advantageous  pofition  within  a 
fhort  di dance  of  our  camp,  while 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  pro¬ 
curing  a  few  days  provifion  from 
the  flipping,  which,  through  the 
weather  and  furf,  was  with  no 
fmall  difficulty  landed. 

His  army  was  now  become 
enormous  in  bulk  and  number. 
Of  this  multitude,  i  i,ooo  Topaf- 
fes,  clad  and  armed  after  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  manner,  with  23  batta¬ 
lions  of  regular  fepoys,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  15,000  men,  com- 
pofed,  with  fix  or  feven  hundred 
Europeans,  the  flower  and  flrength 
of  his  infantry;  and  were  in  fad, 
an  extremely  well  disciplined  and 
formidable  body.  His  irregular 
infantry,  armed  with  match-locks, 
pikes,  and  rockets,  amounted  to 
120,000;  his  cavalry  exceeded 
40,000.  His  artillery  was  work¬ 
ed  by  Europeans,  or  by  deferters 
from  the  nabob,  who  had  been 
trained  under  Englilh  officers ; 
and  fame  thoufands  of  his  and  the 
company’s  Sepoys,  who  were  ei¬ 
ther  under  the  fame  defcription, 
or  had  been  taken  prifoners  fmce 
the  war,  were  incorporated  in 
Hyder’s  line  of  disciplined  in¬ 
fantry.  All  thefe  forces,  of 
whatever  fort,  were  in  his  own 
immediate  pay ;  excluflve  of  fe- 
veral  bodies  of  native  troops,  who, 
under  their  refpeCiive  Poligars  or 
Raja’s,  had  joined  him  as  allies, 
or  followers  of  his  fortune,  fmce 
the  commencement  of  the  war. 
If  to  thefe  we  add  the  Lafcars, 
pioneers,  and  artificers,  who  com- 
pofed  a  numerous  body,  along 
with  the  other  numberlefs  follow¬ 
ers  of  an  Indian  camp,  the  whole 
will  form  fuch  a  (multitude,  as  may 
afford  no  very  inadequate  idea  of 
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the  antient  eaflern  armies.  Yet, 
at  this  very  time,  Tippoo  Saib, 
Hyder’s  fon,  was  befieging  Wan- 
dewafli,  with  30,000  men. 

Notwithflanding  this  mighty 
force,  the  unexpected  determina¬ 
tion  and  approach  of  the  enemy, 
afforded  the  greateff  fatisfaftion  to 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  wifned  for 
nothing  fo  much  as  a  general  en¬ 
gagement,  but  was  ‘  crippled  in 
fuch  a  manner,  from  the  want  of 
cavalry,  and  of  all  the  means  of 
expeditious  movement,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  compel  Ry¬ 
der  to  abide  that  iffue.  The  va¬ 
lour  and  excellency  of  his  troops, 
fupplied,  with  their  general,  the 
defeCt  of  number.  The  inequa¬ 
lity  in  that  refpect  was  too  great 
to  bear  a  comparifon ;  in  all 
others  they  were  unrivalled.  His 
Europeans  amounted  to  about 
1,700  men,- and  his  Sepoys  were 
fcarcely  lefs  to  be  depended  on. 

One  of  the  great  difficulties 
which  he  had  to  encounter,  was 
the  total  impoffibility  of  obtaining 
any  information  of  the  enemy’s 
ltate  or  pofition.  Such  clouds  of 
Hyder’s  cavalry  hovered  round  the 
Englifli  camp,  and  covered  the 
country  on  all  fides  farther  than 
the  eye  could  reach,  that  the 
fending  oat  of  a  reconnoitring 
party  was  not  only  impracticable, 
but  even  a  Angle  man  could  not 
elcape  detection ;  fo  that  of  all 
the  fcouts  whom  the  general  dif- 
patched  for  intelligence,  not  one 
ever  returned,  and  no  farther 
knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  could  be  obtained,  than  the 
fhcrt  view  from  his  own  advanced 
pofts  admitted.  Thus  forced  to 
make  his  way  in  the  dark,  no  pre¬ 
vious  difpofitipn  could  be  made, 

nop 
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nor  plan  of  adlion  formed ;  and 
Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  in  the  lingular 
lituation,  of  being  obliged  to  trull 
entirely  to  his  own  genius,  and  to 
the  quicknefs  and  fertility  of  his 
refource,  for  making  his  difpofi- 
tions  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  fo 
infinitely  fuperior. 

Tulv  id  ^ve  *n  t^ie  rnorn~ 

'g  3  ing,  the  army  began  to 

^  *  draw  out  from  the  camp 

at  Porto  Novo ;  and  at  feven, 
commenced  its  march,  with  the 
fea,  at  no  great  diilance,  on  the 
right.  Small  as  it  was,  and  the 
utmoll  exertion  of  every  fmgle 
man  it  contained  evidently  ne- 
celfary,  to  the  purpofe  of  attack¬ 
ing  and  forcing  fo  prodigious  an 
army,  in  a  chofen  and  fortified  li¬ 
tuation,  yet  the  general  was  under 
the  hard  necellity  of  drawing  off 
a  confiderable  detachment  from 
his  line,  for  the  protection,  dur¬ 
ing  the  march  and  aCtiori,  of  the 
baggage  and  of  the  numerous  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  camp,  from  that 
multitude  of  Hyder’s  irregular 
cavalry,  who,  upon  the  firlt  open¬ 
ing,  would  be  ready  to  pour  in 
upon  them.  Thefe,  with  their 
ufual  guard,  confiding  of  about 
150  Sepoys,  thofe  few  Poligars 
who  had  joined  the  company’s 
forces,  and  a  fmall  Mahratta 
corps,  were  judicioully  placed,  in 
the  opening  between  the  right  of 
the  army  and  the  fea ;  and  the 
detachment,  now  unavoidably 
drawn  off  from  the  line  of  action 
for  their  fupport,  confided  of  two 
regiments  of  cavalrv,  and  a  bat- 
talion  of  Sepoys,  with  feven  pieces 
of  light  artillery. 

The  country,  in  about  an  hour’s 
march,  opened  an  extenfive  plain 
to  their,  view,  and  as  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  appeared  drawn  up  in 


great  force  on  their  way,  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  formed  the  army  in  two 
lines,  and  proceeded  on  his  inarch 
in  order  of  battle.  The  grounds 
which  Hyder  occupied,  were  na¬ 
turally  ftrong  and  commanding ; 
and  he  had  already  rendered  this 
pofition  truly  formidable,  by  the 
judgment  and  difpatch  with  which 
he  had  drengthened  and  fortified 
the  mod  advantageous  fpots  with 
well  condruCled  front  and  flank¬ 
ing  batteries.  Indeed,  it  would 
have  afforded  no  fmall  demondra- 
tion  of  his  military  abilities,  '  if 
other  effentia!  proofs  of  it  w’ere 
w'anting,  that  he  had  formed  fuch  a 
body  of  pioneers,  as  had  never  be 
fore  been  known  in  India. 

The  army  had  not  advanced  far 
when  the  enemy’s  pofition  and 
works  were  clearly  difeovered,  and 
their  batteries  feen  to  lie  dire&ly 
upon  the  intended  line  of  march. 
Hyder’s  principal  force,  was  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  in  the  rear  of 
his  works,  and  extending  farther 
on  the  plain,  than  the  eye  could 
command;  large  bodies  of  cavalry 
caught  the  fight  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  an  infinite  number  of 
rockets  were  unintermittingly 
thrown,  as  well  to  prevent  and 
confound  the  observation*  as  to 
diforder  the  inarch  and  impede  the 
movements  of  the  Englifh  army. 
At  the  fame  time  they  were  expofed 
to  a  warm  though  dillant  can¬ 
nonade  ;  the  enemy’s  artillery  were 
well  ferved,  and  did  execution; 
while  the  Englifh  general  could  not 
afford  to  return  many  (hot,  as  he 
was  fenfible  that  every  round  he 
poffeffed,  would,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  be  wanted  to  take  the  moft 
decilive  effect. 

Critical  and  dangerous  as  this 
fituation  was,  a  panic,  little  fhort 
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pf  an  hour,  became  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary ;  not  only  to  afford  time 
to  the  general  to  examine  the 
enemy’s  immediate  pofition,  but 
farther  to  discover,  whether  the 
country'  on  the  right,  might  not 
admit  of  lbs  taking  fuch  a  fvveep, 
as  would  enable  him  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  left;  and  thereby  to  fall 
upon  them  rather  obliquely,  than 
to  be  obliged  to  make  his  attack 
in  the  full  front  and  Bre  of  their 
works  and  batteries.  The  coun¬ 
try  on  the  right  fortunately  an- 
fwered  his  hope ;  and  nothing  was 
ever  more  boldly  and  happily  exe¬ 
cuted,  than  this  daring  and  maf- 
terly  movement,  in  the  face  of 
fuch  an  enemy,  and  under  the  fire 
of  a  numerous  artillery.  The 
troops  had  endured  the  galling  fire 
of  the  enemy,  during  the  paule 
we  have  mentioned,  with  the  ut- 
moft  conftancy  and  compofure ; 
in  the  fubiequent  march  and 
movement,  they  were  obliged  to 
pafs,  as  it  were  in  review,  under 
the  heavy  flanking  fire  of  all  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  while  the  Se¬ 
poys  unharnefTed  their  wretched 
oxen,  which  were  totally  une¬ 
qual  to  the  celerity  of  the  occa¬ 
sion,  and  drew  the  artillery  along 
at  a  quick  pace,  through  a  deep 
and  heavy  fand,  for  above  a  mile. 
The  moil  admirable  order  was  pre¬ 
served  through  the  whole. 

This  prompt  and  happy  move¬ 
ment,  which  was  performed  by 
the  flrfl  line  only,  decided  the 
fortune  of  the  day.  Nothing  lefs 
could  have  done  the  bu  fin  el's,  or 
indeed  have  well  faved  the  army; 
for  they  had  only  four  days  pro- 
viflon,  which  they  carried  on  their 
backs,  and  delay,  or  even  a  drawn 
battle,  would  have  been  no  lefs 
ruinous  than  a  defeat.  The  ge« 
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neral,  in  filing  off  to  the  right, 
had  been  neceffarily  obliged  to 
contraT  his  front  and  break  his 
former  order;  but  as  foon  as  he 
had  gained  the  point  he  aimed  at, 
and  the  ground  would  admit,  he 
inflantly  formed  anew,  about  nine 
o’clock,  in  order  of  battle,  be¬ 
ing  within  reach  of,  but  partly 
covered  from,  the  fire  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  cannon.  He  then  looked 
eagerly  back,  to  fee  whether  the 
heights  in  his  rear  were  occupied 
by  the  lecond  line ;  for  on  the 
fuccefs  of  that  part  of  his  defign 
every  thing  dill  depended,  as  the 
poffeffion  of  them,  would  not  only 
have  enabled  the  enemy  to  fepa- 
rate  the  two  lines,  but  entirely  to 
endofe  and  furround  the  fird,  as 
foon  as  it  ventured  into  aCtiom 
General  Stuart,  who  commanded 
the  fecond  wing,  performed  that 
fervice  with  fuch  activity,  as  not 
to  keep  him  long  in  fufpence  ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  faw  they  were  co¬ 
vered,  he  advanced  with  confidence 
on  the  enemy. 

Thefe  fudden  and  unexpected 
evolutions,  performed  with  an 
alertnefs  of  which  Hyder  himfelf 
had  yet  feen  no  example,  obliged 
him  to  a  new  arrangement  of  his 
army.  His  guns  were  withdrawn 
from  the  batteries  to  the  line  with 
equal  order  and  expedition ;  he 
in  dandy  formed  a  new  front  tq 
receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote ;  and  fee¬ 
ing  at  once  the  confeque  rices 
which  would  attend  the  pofleflion 
of  the  high  grounds,  he  detached 
a  flrong  body  of  his  difeiplined 
infantry,  with  a  fuitable  artillery, 
befide  a  number  of  irregulars, 
and  a  very  great  force  of  cavalry, 
to  attack  the  fecond  line ;  while 
another  detachment,  or  part  of 
the  fame,  attempted,  by  getting 
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into  the  interval  during  the  con¬ 
flict,  to  attack  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 
the  rear.  Thus  the  battle  was 
double ;  and  each  wing,  feparate- 
ly,  and  aim  oft  equally  engaged. 

The  main  battle  was  long  and 
obftinately  fought :  and  it  was  not 
until  four  o’clock,  that,  by  dint 
of  courage,  the  inoft  invincible 
perfeverance,  and  an  exertion,  for 
to  many  hours  on  the  utmoft 
ftretch,  that  the  Englifti  at  length 
gained  the  day.  At  that  time, 
the  firft  line  triumphing  over  every 
obftacle,  drove  Hyder’s  infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  prcmifcu- 
oufly  before  them,  and  compelled 
iris  whole  army  to  feek  their  fafe- 
ty  in  a  retreat.  During  this  time, 
the  fecond  line,  under  the  conduCt 
of  Brig.  General  Stuart,  had  not 
only  gallantly  repuifed  the  repeat¬ 
ed  attempts  made  by  the  other 
divifion  of  Hyder’s  army  upon 
the  heights,  but  attacked,  carried 
and  maintained,  thofe,  of  which 
the  enemy  had  firft  gained  poflef- 
fion;  and  while  the  rear  of  that 
line  were  thus  fully  occupied, 
their  van  molt  obftinately  deput¬ 
ed,  and  at  length  totally  defeated, 
the  attempt  made  to  attack'  the 
general’s  rear.  This  poffeffion, 
and  brave  defence  of  the  heights, 
likewife  prevented  the  enemy, 
notwithftanding  their  multitude, 
from  being  able  to  make  any  pufti 
towards  the  fea,  or  the  fmalleft 
attempt  upon  the  bagage. 

Thus  the  victory  was  complete 
on  all  fides.  Many  of  its  advan¬ 
tages  were,  however,  loft,  through 
the  viCtors  being  bereft  of  the  means 
of  purfuit.  If  it  were  not  for 
that  unfortunate  circumftance,  the 
whole  of  Hyder’s  artillery  and 
ftores  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands,  and  he  would  undoubtedly 
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have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
Carnatic.  It  was  intolerably  vex¬ 
atious  to  thofe  brave  men,  to  be¬ 
hold  the  ftrong  and  vigorous  cat¬ 
tle  of  the  flying  enemy,  carrying 
off  their  artillery  at  a  full  trot, 
while  their  own  were  fcarcely  able 
to  drag  the  guns  along. 

The  conduct  and  gallantry  of 
Major  General  Sir  HeCtor  Monro, 
who  commanded  the  firft  line  on 
this  day,  -  was  highly  diftinguifh- 
ed.  Indeed  the  behaviour  of  eve¬ 
ry  individual  in  the  army,  from 
the  commander  in  chief  to  the 
meaneft  Sepoy,  was  beyond  all 
praife.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  declares 
in  a  letter,  that  every  individual 
of  his  little  army  feemed  to  feel, 
that  all  the  interefts  of  the  nation 
and  company  were  then  at  flake ; 
that  falling,  as  they  already  were, 
the  moft  extraordinary  exertions 
were  neceflary  to  their  fupport  ; 
and,  to  their  credit,  faid  he, 
<e  every  nerve  was  exerted  to  the 
“  very  extent  of  poftibility.” 

Hyder  left  about  3,000  of  his 
men  dead  upon  the  ground.  His 
principal  and  favourite  general, 
Meer  Saib,  was  mortally  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  feveral  other  of  his  lead¬ 
ers,  and  beft  officers,  were  among 
the  killed  or  wounded.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  halted  juft  beyond  the  ene¬ 
my’s  ground,  from  his  inability 
to  continue  the  purfuit  farther ; 
and  was  joined  by  the  fecond  line 
and  the  baggage  about  midnight. 
The  lofs  on  his  fide  was  far  from 
being  confiderable,  confldering  the 
nature  of  the  aftion  ;  and  did  not 
exceed  400  men  in  killed  and 
wounded ;  nor  was  there  any  of¬ 
ficer  of  note  in  either  lift.  No¬ 
thing  could  more  fully  fliew  Hy¬ 
der’s  conviClion  of  his  inferiority 
in  the  field,  and  his  determination 
[T]  4  not 
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not  to  hazard  another  a&ion  un¬ 
der  any  advantage  of  ground, 
than  his  leaving  the  ftrong  and 
important  pais  of  Puravenaur  open 
•to  the  purfuit  of  the  Englnh  when 
he  made  his  retreat  through  it  in 
the  evening.  Among  the  imme¬ 
diate  consequences  of  the  vi&ory. 
Tin  poo  Saib’s  railing  the  fiege  of 
Wandewafh  was  not  the  lead. 

Hyder  withdrew  with  his  army 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Arcot, 
where  he  v/as  joined  by  Tippoo 
Saib’s  detachment.  Sir  Eyre 
Cc-cte,  having  thus  freed  the  fou- 
thern  provinces  from  depredation 
and  danger^  marched  with  his 
army  to  the  northward,  in  order 
to  meet  the  long  expedited  and 
wifhed  for  reinforcement  from  Ben- 
gag  which,  under  the  favour  of 
Mcodajee  Boeila,  and  his  fon,  had 
marched  through  his  territories  in 
.Orifia,  and  were  now  arrived  in 
the  northern  circars.  This  junc¬ 
tion  was  happily  effected  in  the 
beginning  of  Auguft;  and  the 
genera}  being  now  enabled  to  ad 
with  vigour,  marched  to  lay  liege 
to  Trepaffore.  This  place  capi¬ 
tulated  after  a  few  days  fiege,  and 
.  ,  nothing  could  be  more 

.  US-  2 3  •  tinielv  or  fortunate  than 

•d 

the  furrender ;  for  befides  that  the 
pclTeffion  was  of  importance,  the 
advance  of  Hyder 5 s  army  (who 
was  in  fall  march  to  its  relief)  ap¬ 
peared  in  light,  at  the  moment 
that  the  troops  were  taking  pof 
fefiion  of  the  works,  and  there 
was.  then  only  one  day’s  .rice  left 
in  the  Englifh  army. 

Trepaffore  afforded  fome  imme¬ 
diate  relief,  and  the  general  find¬ 
ing  that  Hyder  was  in  full  force 
at  about  lixteen  miles  diifance, 
determined  to  attack  him;  but 
.was  under  a  neceility  of  waiting  to 


draw  fome  rice  from  Poonamalla. 
This  fupply  being  obtained,  he 
marched  to  feek  the  enemy ;  and 
Elyder  upon  his  approach  fell  back 
a  few  miles  to  the  very  ground 
where  he  had  defeated  Colonel 
Baillie.  There  he  took  a  very 
firong  pofition ;  but  was  more  in¬ 
fluenced,  as  it  is  reported,  by  a 
fuperftidous  confidence  in  its  be¬ 
ing  a  lucky  fpet,  than  by  the 
fireneth  of  the  ground,  in  his  de- 
termination  to  try  the  fortune  of 
a  fecond  battle. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrived  in  , 
fight  of  the  enemy  about  1 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  difeovered  him  to  be  \n  great 
force,  his  army  drawn  up  m  order 
of  battle  ready  to  receiv  e  him,  and 
in  poffefiion  of  fe.veral  very  com¬ 
manding  and  advantageous  pofts. 
This  lit  nation  wa  s  rendered  lfill 
mere  formidable,  by  the  nature 
of  the  country7  lying  between  both 
armies,  which  was  interfered  by 
feveral  very  deep  \yatercourfes ; 
fo  that  nothing  could  be  more  ar¬ 
duous  than  the  approach  of  the 
troops  to  their  objed.  The  gene¬ 
ral,  in  order  to  prefent  a  front  to 
the  enemy,  was  under  a  neceility 
of  forming  his  line  under  a  very 
heavy  cannonade,  as  well  from  fe¬ 
veral  batteries  placed  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  as  from  the  guns  in  the 
enemies  line.  This  was  an  ar¬ 
duous  trial  of  the  difeipline  and 
firmnefs  of  the  troops,  and  the 
general  declared,  that  the  Heady 
Valour  which  they  Ihewed  upon 
this  occafion,  could  not  have  been 
furpaffed  by  the  firft  veterans  of 
any  nation  in  Europe. 

They  had  full  occafion  for  the 
continual  exercife  of  thefe  quali¬ 
ties,  during  the  courfe  of  a  very 
long  and  hard  fought  day.  The 

battle 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[89 


battle  lafled  from  nine  in  the 
morning  until  it  was  near  fun-fet. 
By  that  time,  Hyder  was  cured  of 
his  fuperllition ;  ms  army  were 
driven  fucceilively  from  all  their 
ilrong  polls,  and  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don  the  field  of  battle  with  preci¬ 
pitation.  'I  he  lofs  fuilained  by 
the  Englilh  army  in  this  action 
was  greater  than  on  the  id  of 
July,  and  that  of  the  enemy  lefs ; 
which,  befides  the  caufes  we  have 
feen,  proceeded  from  their  fnel- 
tering  themlelves  under  the  banks 
of  tanks,  and  from  their  poffef- 
fing  in  general  fuch  inequalities 
of  ground  as  afforded  much  co¬ 
ver.  It  feems  probable,  that  their 
artillery  caufed  the  principal  lofs 
in  the  Eng.ith  army.  General 
Stuart  loll  a  leg  by  a  cannon  lhot. 
Colonel  Browne,  an  old,  able, 
and  experienced  officer,  his  life, 
by  the  f  ine  means;  and  Captain 
HHlop,  one  of  the  general’s  aid 
de  camps,  an  adtive  and  foirited 
young  ofii  'er,  was  killed,  clofe  to 
his  fide,  by  a  cannon  lhot.  Thefe 
were  the  only  officers  of  note  who 
fell 

It  feemc  d  as  if  defeat  nad  wrought 

o 

the  extraordinary  change  in  Hy- 
der’s  difpofition,  of  rendering 
him  enamoured  of  field  battles, 
c  ,  For,  on  the  day  month 

eP  *  2/l  *  of  the  late  adlion,  he 
waited  to  be  attacked  by  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  near  a  place  called  Sho- 
lingur.  But  this  affair  was  foon 
decided.  The  adlion  did  not  be¬ 
gin  until  four  o’clock,  and  before 
night  liis  army  was  completely 
routed.  In  this  battle  both  his 
cavalry  and  infantry  buffered  ex¬ 
tremely,  while  the  lofs  of  the 
vidtors  was  fo  trifling  as  not  to  de- 
ferve  mention  ;  but  the  enemy’s 
troops  were  now  ufed  to  be  beaten. 


The  general  then  relieved  Vel- 
lore,  which  was  reduced  to  the 
lail  extremity  ;  and  afterwards  be- 
fieged  and  took  Cmttor  The  fea- 
fon  for  fome  tlmeoccafioned  a  cef- 
fation  of  adlion  on  both  Tides;  but 
Yeiiore  being  again  reduced  to 
great  diftrefs  for  provifions,  the  ge¬ 
neral  was  obliged,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1782,  to  march  again 
to  its  relief. 

Repeated  defeat,  was  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing  any  remiffion  of 
Hyder’s  vigour  or  vigilance.  On 
Sir  Eyre  Ccote’s  march  to  Vellore, 
as  the  army  were  pafling  through 
a  deep  morals,  the  enemy  appear¬ 
ed  in  force  on  different  T  , 

,  an.  10th, 

quarters,  and  commenc-  J 

ed  a  diflant  but  very  hea-  ‘ 
vy  cannonade.  Their  objedl  was, 
befldes  impeding  the  progrefs  of 
the  army  to  Vellore,  (which  was 
reduced  to  the  lafl  day’s  provifion) 
to  cut  off  the  baggage  and  convoy, 
while  the  troops  were  entangled 
in  thefe  bad  grounds.  After  an 
adlion,  fuch  as  wre  have  deferibed, 
which  Jailed  for  four  hours,  the 
enemy  being  foiled  in  all  their 
attempts,  were  at  length  forced  to 
abandon  their  cbjedt,  and  retiring 
on  all  fldes,  the  army,  which  had 
buffered  very  little  in  this  adlion, 
purfued  its  courfe  without  interrup¬ 
tion  to  Vellore. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  army, 
three  days  after,  their  indefatiga¬ 
ble,  and  ever  watchful  enemy, 
was  again  prepared  for  their  re¬ 
ception.  On  conning  up  to  the 
fame  morafs,  they  found  Hyder 
in  full  force  on  the  other  fide,  and 
determined  to  difpute  their  paflage. 
They,  however,  puffed  the  fwamp, 
under  the  fire  of  his  cannon,  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  having  immediately  formed, 

and 
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and  fecured  the  baggage,  the  troops 
advanced  with  their  ufual  alacrity 
upon  the  enemy.  Thefe  made  but 
a  faint  refinance ;  they  gave  way 
on  all  lides,  retreated  with  preci¬ 
pitation,  and  were  purfued  with 
con fider able  execution  until  dark. 
The  vigour  of  Hyder’s  exertions 
was  no  longer  feconded  by  that  of 
his  troops. 

Such  was  the  furprifing  change 
which  the  admirable  condudt  and 
military  abilities  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  feconded  by  fome  excellent 
officers,-  and  (up-ported  by  the  un¬ 
paralleled  efforts  of  a  fin  all  but  glo¬ 
rious  army,  had,  in  a  Ihort  time, 
produced  in  the  affairs  of  the  Car¬ 
natic  :  and  fuch  the  events,  of  one 
of  the  mod  arduous  campaigns  of 
which  we  have  any  knowledge. 

During  thefe  Irani  act  Ions,  an 
account  of  the  war  with  Holland 
having  arrived  in  India  during 
the  month  of  Augufl,  it  fortuned 
foon  after,  that  five  India  fhips 
from  China,  arrived,  in  their  way 
home,  at  Fort  Marlborough,  on 
the  coaft  of  Sumatra.  The  arri¬ 
val  of  thefe  fhips  excited  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  that  factory,  to  an  en¬ 
terprise  again  ft  the  Dutch  fettle- 
merits  on  that  ifland.  Mr.  Botham, 
one  of  the  council,  was  appointed 
to  conduct  this  expedition,  and 
Captain  Clements,  commodore  of 
the  five  fhips;  the  fort  could  only 
fpare  Capt.  Mandeville,  with  a 
hundred  men  for  the  fervice.  The 
addrefs  and  good  conduct  of  thefe 
gentlemen  fo  effe&ually  (applied 
the  want  of  force,  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Padang,  being  artfully 
impofed  upon  with  refpedt  to  their 
ftrength,  was  terrified  into  a  fur- 
render,  not  only  of  that  place, 
but  of  all  the  other  Dutch  fettle- 
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ments  on  the  weftern  coafls  of  Su« 
matra,  into  their  hands. 

The  Dutch  fettlement,  in  the 
town,  port,  and  fortrefs  of  Nega- 
patam,  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
could  not,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
but  be  confidered  as  fome  eye- 
fore  to  the  company ;  but,  in  the 
prefent  date  of  things,  its  being 
in  the  poffeffion  of  an  enemy  was 
full  or  danger.  The  confequences 
of  fuch  a  fortrefs  and  port  being 
open  for  the  reception  of  the 
French  fleet  and  army,  and  of  its 
becoming  a  great  naval  and  mili¬ 
tary  magazine;  for  Hyder’s  con- 
fiant  fupply,  as  well  as  theirs, 
were  indeed  eaiily  underitood  ;  but 
the  immediate  dangerous  fiate  of 
affairs,  and  urgent  demands  for 
every  pofiihle  exertion  in  the  Car¬ 
natic,  feemedr  -to  render  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  a  ttmely  preventive 
remedy,  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
difficulty. 

The  fuccefs  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote’s 
arms,  having  happily  leffened  the 
difficulties  on  that  fide,  this  new 
evil  and  danger  became  an  obje£l 
of  the  firft  confideration ;  it  was, 
however,  fome  time  before  the  de- 
fig  n  again  ft  Negapatam  could  be 
carried  into  efferi'i;  but  during  that 
interval.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had, 
from  his  firft  knowledge  of  the 
rupture  with  Holland,  clofely 
blocked  up  the  place  by  fea. 
Major  General  Sir  Heritor  Monro, 
was  appointed  to  conduct  this  en- 
terprize  in  concert  with  the  ad¬ 
miral;  and  the  troops  already  fla¬ 
ttened  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
were  the  only  land  force  afiigned 
to  this  fervice.  The  difficulties 
which  they  had  to  encounter,  re¬ 
quired  ail  the  abilities  and  exer¬ 
tion  of  both  commanders.  The 

fortifi- 
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fortifications  had  already  been 
confiderably  ftrengthened  by  new 
works ;  the  garrifon  re  -  inforced 
by  a  large  detachment  of  Kyderis 
troops  ;  and  what  was  kill  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  more  ferious  confideration, 
the  feafon  was  far  advanced  for 
military  operations,  the  fhift  of 
the  monfoon  being  at  hand.  But 
the  great  importance  of  the  object 
warranted  rifque,  and  reduced  the 
difficulties  to  nothing  in  the  minds 
of  the  affailants. 

on  ,,n.  The  troops  being ar- 
c  "  *  rived  at  Nagore,  a  place 

on  the  fea  coaff,  near 
Negapatam,  Sir  HeClor  Monro 
was  immediately  landed  to  take 
the  command :  and  at  the  fame 

'  r 

time,  all  the  marines  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  amounting,  with  their  offi¬ 
cers,  to  443,  were  likewife  land¬ 
ed,  and  joined  the  company’s 
troops.  On  the  following  day,  a 
detachment  of  827  feamen,  with 
their  proper  officers,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  three  naval  captains, 
were  landed,  under  orders  from 
the  admiral,  to  co-operate  with 
the  general  to  the  utmoff,  in  every 
meafure  for  the  attack  of  the 
place.  The  great  difficulty  lay 
in  landing  the  artillery  (which 
were  fupplied  by  the  fquadron) 
through  a  great  and  dangerous 
furf.  This  difficulty  was  fur- 
mounted,  though  with  incredible 
labour,  fatigue,  and  no  fmall 
danger,  by  the  courage  and  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  feamen.  Catamarans, 
or  rafts,  were  made  with  wonder¬ 
ful  expedition,  and  with  the  aid 
of  the  boats,  16  eighteen-poun¬ 
ders,  2  twelve-pounders,  with  2 
heavy  mortars,  and  6  lighter,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  carriages,  (hot, 
ih ells,  powder,  and  all  neceffary 
artillery  ltores,  were,  on  the  fame 
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day,  under  the  fuperintendence 
of  Captain  Ball  of  the  Superbe, 
landed,  without  the  fmalleft  lois 
or  damage. 

The  garrifon  amounted  to  about 
8,000  men  of  all  forts,  and  far 
exceeded  the  befiegers  in  point  of 
number.  It  was  compofed  of  a- 
bove  500  Europeans,  700  Malays, 
4,500  Sepoys,  and  2,300  of  Hy- 
der’s  troops  ;  of  the  latter,  a  thou- 
fand  were  cavalry.  The  whole 
force  of  the  befiegers,  including 
feamen  and  marines,  did  not  much 
exceed  4,000  men  capable  of  ef¬ 
fective  fervice.  The  fick  were 
pretty  numerous  ;  and  the  troops 
fulfered  great  incommodities  from 
bad  weather,  and  the  dampnefs  of 
the  fftuation  ;  moll  of  the  wounded 
died ;  and  feveral  of  the  feamen 
and  marines  were  carried  off  fud- 
denly  by  violent  cramps  and 
fpafms,  occafioned  by  wet  and 
fatigue. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th  of 
OClober,  the  ffrong  lines,  flanked 
by  redoubts,  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  to  cover  and  defend 
the  approaches  to  the  town,  were 
attacked  and  carried  by  ftorrn.  In 
this  very  brifk  aCtion,  the  feamen 
and  marines  left  but  little  to  be 
done  by  the  land  forces ;  falling 
on  with  their  ufual  intrepidity, 
nothing  could  withiland  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  their  attack  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  It  was  remarkable,  that 
Hyder’s  cavalry  were  fo  terrified 
at  the  fury  which  they  experi¬ 
enced  in  this  rough  encounter, 
that  they  ran  entirely  away  into 
the  open  country,  arid  never  after 
joined  the  garrifon. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the 
general  opened  ground  againff  the 
north  -  face  of  the  fort,  and  the 
approaches  were  carried  on  with 

unufual 
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unufual  rapidity;  to  which  the 
alacrity  of  the  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  contributed  greatly.  On 
the  yth  a  battery  of  10  eighteen- 
pounders,  being  ready  to  open 
within  300  paces  of  the  walls,  the 
admiral  and  general  fent  a  joint 
letter  of  fummons  to  the  Dutch 
governor,  which  he  anfwered  with 
great  refpedl,  but  no  lefs  firmnefs. 

The  garrifon  made  two  defpe- 
rate  failles  with  almoft  their  whole 
force,  but  were  beat  back  into  the 
town  with  much  lofs  in  both.  A 
battery  being  opened  with  great  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  face  of  a  baftion  which 
was  intended  to  be  breached,  the 
enemy  demanded  a  parley,  and 

-t  commiflioners  were  fent 
Nov.  1 2th.  .  .  r 

out  to  lettle  the  terms 

of  capitulation  with  the  admiral 
and  general.  By  thefe,  the  town 
and  citadel,  and  every  thing  they 
contained,  belonging  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  or  company,  were  lur- 
rendered ;  private  property  was 
fee ured,  and  the  inabitants  to 
be  protedled  in  their  houfes  and 
eflates,  upon  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance ;  the  garrifon  were  al¬ 
lowed  military  honours,  and  then 
became  prifoners  of  war ;  and  the 
governor,  council,  and  civil  offi¬ 
cers,  were  retained  cn  parole. 

Hyder’s  infantry,  with  mod  or 
the  other  Sepoys,  abandoned  their 
arms,  and  had  made  their  efcape  out 
of  the  town,  during  the  truce,  on 
the  night  preceding  the  furrender. 
The  whole  lofs  or  the  befiegers, 
Europeans  and  natives,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  during  a 
fervice  of  fo  much  action  and  dif¬ 
ficulty,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
j 3 3  men.  A  numerous  artillery, 
with  large  quantities  of  fhot, 
fhells,  military  and  artillery  fiores, 
were  found  in  the  place. 
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The  taking  of  Negapatam  pro** 
duced  the  immediate  happy  ef- 
fedl,  of  Hyder’s  troops  evacuating 
all  the  forts  and  ilrong  polls, 
which  they  held  in  the  Tanjore 
country  and  its  borders.  It  like- 
wife  operated  fo  flrongly  upon  the 
Poligars  of  the  Marawa  and  Ti- 
nivelly  countries,  who  renouncing 
their  forced  obedience  to  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  had  early  joined 
Hyder,  that  they  endeavoured  to 
make  their  peace  with  the  former 
upon  the  bei!  terms  which  they 
could  obtain. 

The  monfoon  now  fet  in  with 
its  utmoft  fury,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  the  dreadful  boilleroufnefs 
of  weather  which  the  fleet  en¬ 
dured,  from  the  furrender  of  the 
place  to  near  the  end  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month.  This  violence  was 
lo  conlfant,  that  it  was  with  the 
greatefl  difficulty,  and  no  final! 
danger,  that  the  admiral,  in  the 
courfe  of  about  three  weeks,  was 
able  to  recal  to  their  refpeftive 
fhips,  thole  feamen  and  marines 
who  had  affilled  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  and  e  fie  hi  in  the  fiege,  and 
to  tranfmit  to  Madras  only  a  part 
of  the  military  prifoners. 

The  weather  becoming  mode¬ 
rate  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year. 
Sir  Edward  Elughes  proceeded  to 
carry  into  execution  the  defign 
which  he  had  formed  again!!  the 
Dutch  fettlement  of  Trincamale, 
in  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon.  That 
illand,  celebrated  from  the  earliefi 
ages  for  its  produce  of  the  cinna¬ 
mon  tree,  has  been  long  fhut  up 
from  the  refi  of  the  world,  through 
the  avidity  of  the  Dutch  to  en- 
grofs  and  retain  the  whole  com¬ 
merce  and  diftribution  of  that  pre¬ 
cious  fpice  entirely  to  themfelves. 
For  this  purpofe  they  fazed  and 

fortified 
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forified  the  Tea  coafis,  and  having 
driven  the  King  of  Candy  and 
his  fubjedfis  into  tlte  interior  parts 
of  the  illand,  where  he  is  allowed 
to  retain  fuch  a  degree  of  autho¬ 
rity  as  is  necdfary  to  their  own 
purpofes,  they  are  effectually  fe- 
cluded  from  all  communication 
with  the  reft  ol  mankind.  The 
illand,  with  refpect  to  commerc:al 
fituation,  as  well*  as  to  products, 
is  capable  of  being  one  of  the 
molt  valuable  in  the  world.  Trin-* 
carnale  lies  cn  the  north-eaft  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  illand.;  its  harbour  is 
reckoned  the  belt  and  finefi  in  In¬ 
dia;  and  is  compofed  of  feveral 
bays,  where  the  molt  numerous 
fleets  might  anchor  in  the  greatell 
fecurity ;  but  its  being  fo  clofely 
fhut  up  from  the  winds,  may,  in 
that  climate,  be  well  fuppofed  to 
render  it  unhealthy. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  fup- 
plied  by  the  general  on  this  ex¬ 
pedition,  with  a  detachment  of 
about  500  volunteer  fepoys,  and 
an  officer  with  30  artiliery-men, 
in  order  to  garrifon  the  place  in 
cafe  of  fuccefs.  The  fleet  being 
arrived  in  Trincamale  Bay,  the 
marines,  with  two  fix-pounders,  a 

t  1  detachment  of  artillery 
Tan.  cth,  ,  „  C 

J  r?  Slid  two  companies  or 

‘  *  fepoys,  to  aCt  as  pio¬ 

neers,  were  landed  at  about  three 
miles  difiance  from  the  fort.  Thefe 
were  immediately  followed  by  the 
battalion  of  feamen,  confifting  of 
the  fame  number  of  men  and  of¬ 
ficers  as  had  lerved  at  the  attack 
of  Negapatam  ;  the  fepoys  clofed 
the  debarkation,  and  the  whole 
party  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Gel l  of  the  Monarca,  who  was 
well  affified  by  Captain  Mon¬ 
tagu,  of  the  Sea  Horfe,  and 
Capt.  Reynolds,  of  the  Combuf- 


tion  fire-lhip.  The  feamen  and 
marines,  with  the  guns  and  pio¬ 
neers,  immediately  formed,  and 
pulhed  forward,  though  it  was 
nearly  dark,  to  Trincamale  fort; 
and  the  company  of  marine  gre¬ 
nadiers,  with  the  guns,  coming  up 
to  the  gateway,  without  any  atren- 
tion  to  regular  forms,  mofi  lefo- 
lutely  forced  their  way  through, 
and  in  an  infiant  became  mafiers  of 
the  place.  The  garrifon  confified 
only  of  three  officers  and  forty  fol- 
diers ;  but  the  fort  was  of  confe- 
quence  to  their  further  operations, 
as  it  commanded  the  only  place 
where  proviflons  and  fiores  could 
be  landed  from  the  (hips. 

Intelligence  was  received  from 
the  prifoners,  that  the  enemy’s 
remaining  force  was  colledled  in 
fort  Ofienburgh,  fituated  on  a 
high  hill  that  commanded  the 
harbour,  and  holding  an  open 
communication  with  their  fliins, 
which  lay  under  its  protedlion. 
The  next  day  was  employed  in 
landing  the  neceffary  fiores,  pro- 
viflons  and  baggage  for  the  troops, 
at  Trincamale  fort.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficers,  with  Major  Geils,  the  en¬ 
gineer,  were  employed  in  recon- 
noitering,  and  in  difeovering  the 
befi  road  for  their  approach  to  the 
heights;  and  every  thing  being 
fettled  in  that  refpedt,  the  troops 
marched  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  towards  a  high  hill  which 
commanded  the  Ofienburgh  fort, 
and  on  the  top  of  which,  the  ene¬ 
my  had  a  poft  defended  by  an 
officer’s  guard.  The  hill  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  night,  and  the  pofi, 
which  was  within  200  yards  of 
the  fort,  carried  and  maintained 
by  a  detachment  of  feamen  and 
marines. 


In 


REGISTER,  1782. 


94]  ANNUAL 

In  thefe  circumdances  of  ad¬ 
vantage  and  fuperiority,  the  ad¬ 
miral,  very  early  in  the  morning, 
tranfinitted,  through  Capt.  Gell, 
a  letter  of  fummons  to  Mr. 
Hopiaed,  the  governor,  dating  his 
total  inability  of  making  any  ef¬ 
fectual  refidance,  and  urging  him, 
in  the  dronged  manner,  to  pre¬ 
vent,  by  a  timely  capitulation, 
the  fatal  confequences  of  carry¬ 
ing  things  to  the  utmod  extre¬ 
mity,  when  the  great  fuperiority 
of  difcipline,  as  well  as  of  force, 
together  with  the  known  and 
tried  courage  which  he  had  to 
oppofe,  would  render  every  ex¬ 
ertion  of  defence  ridiculous.  The 
governor,  however,  after  dating 
the  trud  repofed  in  him,  and  the 
ties  of  fidelity  by  which  he  was 
bound,  declared  his  refolution  of 
defending,  at  all  events,  the  place 
to  the  lad. 

Sir  Edward  tlughes  was  dill 
exceedingly  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  extremities.  Independently  of 
the  effed  produced  by  national 
attachment,  and  by  a  fenfe  of 
the  long  friendfhip  and  alliance 
which  had  fub  filled  between  both 
countries,  he  was  befides  perfon- 
ally  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Horned,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipals  of  thofe  along  with  him ; 
for  the  goodnefs  of  the  harbour 
having  rendered  Trincamale  a 
place  of  common  rendezvous,  it 
is  probable,  that  there  was  fcarce- 
Jy  an  officer  in  the  feet,  who  had 
.not,  in  the  happier  feafon  of 
peace,  experienced,  in  a  greater 
or  Ids  degree,  feme  portion  of 
their  friend  ihip,  hofpitality,  or 
kmdnefs.  He  accordingly  wrote 
a  fecond  letter  to  the  Dutch  go¬ 
vernor,  expostulating  with  him  in 
kinder  and  more  familiar  terms 


on  the  danger  he  was  running, 
and  attributipp-  his  own  folicita- 
tion  to  its  true  caufe,  to  former 
attachment  to  himfelf  and  his  fa¬ 
mily,  as  well  as  to  his  other  ac¬ 
quaintances  in  the  place.  It 
would  feem,  from  the  fuperferip- 
tion  of  the  governor’s  anfwer, 
that  he  was  not  a  little  affeded 
by  this  recal  of  pad  kmdnefs  and 
friendfhip,  for  it  runs  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  form  — — “  His  Excellency 
the  generous ,  brave,  and  illujlrious 
Sir  Ed'Ward  Hughes & c.  &e. 
He  did  not  judify,  nor  avow  a 
difpofition  to  refidance  in  his 
anfwer,  but  placed  it  to  the 
dridnefs  of  his  orders,  which 
were  to  defend  the  place  to  the 
lad;  fo  that  he  could  not  anfwer 
for  his  condud  to  his  faperiors, 
if  he  were  to  give  it  up  in  any 
manner. 

Major  Geiis,  the  engineer,  who 
was  undoubtedly  appointed  to  be 
the  bearer  of  the  letters  of  furn- 
mons,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ob- 
fervations  which  he  might  make, 
informed  the  admiral,  that  he 
was  drongly  of  opinion,  that  the 
lower  fort,  at  lead,  might  be  car¬ 
ried  by  aflault ;  fome  of  the 
higher  works  he  had  his  doubts 
about;  but  of  the  former,  he 
lpoke  with  confidence,  and  the 
others  mud  fall  of  courfe.  This 
adurance  coming  from  an  officer 
offuch  experience  and  didincmifh- 
ed  ability,  afforded  the  higheft 
fatisfadion  to  Sir  Edw.  Hughes, 
who  was  well  aware  of  the  labour, 
difficulty,  and  delay,  which  the 
dragging  of  heavy  cannon  up  the 
heights,  and  the  formal  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  fiege,  would  necedarily 
cccafion. 

The  neceifary  difpofitions  be¬ 
ing  made,  the  donning  party, 

con  fill- 
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con  filling  of  450  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines,  under  their  proper  officers, 
covered  on  each  flank  by  a  com¬ 
pany  of  pioneers,  with  20  feamen 
armed  with  cutlafles,  who  carried 
the  fcaling  ladders,  and  fupported 
by  three  companies  of  feamen,  as 
many  marines,  with  two  field  pieces, 
who  formed  the  referve,  advanced, 
at  day-break,  on  the  eleventh  of 
January,  to  the  aflault.  A  fmall 
advanced  party,  under  a  ferjeant, 
who  might  be  confidered  as  the  for¬ 
lorn  hope,  having  made  their  way 
through  the  embrafures  without  dif- 
covery,  were  inftantly  followed  by 
the  whole  ftorming  party,  who 
loon  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
works,  poflefled  themfelves  of  the 
fort,  and  procured  the  immediate 
furrender  of  the  ihips  and  veflels  in 
the  harbour. 

The  humanity  of  the  vigors 
equalled,  and  was  {bill  more  praife- 
worthy,  than  even  their  gallantry. 
Notwithftanding  the  fall  of  a  brave 
and  favourite  officer  with  20  of 
their  fellows,  befides  two  officers, 
and  double  that  number  wounded; 
and  notwithftanding  the  heat  and 
fury  of  a  ftorm,  when  difeipline, 
refpefl  and  command  are  at  an  end, 
yet,  under  thefe  circum fiances,  the 
feamen  and  marines  diidained  to 
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ftain  their  fwords  in  the  blood  of 
a  flying  or  proftrate  enemy.-— 
Through  this  unexampled  magnani¬ 
mity  and  clemency,  very  few  of  the 
garrifon  loft  their  lives. 

A  numerous  artillery,  a  conft- 
derable  number  of  fmall  arms,  a 
valuable  ftock  of  gun-powder,  with 
a  great  quantity  of  (hot,  and  of  va¬ 
rious  ordnance  and  military  llores, 
were  found  in  the  place.  In  the 
harbour,  two  Ihips,  richly  laden* 
with  a  number  of  fmaller  veflels, 
were  taken.  The  number  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  military  prifoners,  amounted, 
to  fomething  near  four  hundred ;  a 
few  Malay  officers  were  likewife 
taken,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any 
native  troops  they  commanded. 
The  admiral  greatly  regretted  the 
lofs  of  Mr.  Long,  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  greateft  worth,  and  his 
own  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  Su- 
perbe,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
company  which  he  was  gallantly 
leading  to  the  aflault.  He  fays  that 
too  much  praife  could  not  be  be¬ 
llowed  on  the  conduct  of  the  naval 
and  marine  officers;  but  he  particu¬ 
larly  acknowledges  the  eminent  fer- 
vices  performed,  and  the  great  abiliT 
ties  difplayed,  both  here  and  atNe- 
gapatam,  by  Major  Geils,  an  engi¬ 
neer  in  the  company’s  fervice. 


CHAP. 
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ReirofpeCHve  View  of  affairs  in  Europe  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  1781, 
Second  attempt  of  France  upon  the  if  and  of  jerfey.  Baron  de  Ruliecourt 
lands  his  troys  in  the  night ,  and  fur  prizes  St.  Helier  the  capital .  Com¬ 

pels  the  lieutenant  -go-senior  to  fign  a  capitulation .  Summons  Elizabeth 
Coptic.  Is  gallantly  attacked  in  the  town  by  Major  Pierfon.  French 
commander  falls ,  and  his  remaining  troops  furrender  prifoners  of  War . 
Major  Pierfon  unfortunately  jlain  in  the  infant  of  victory.  Neceffties  of 
the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  of  Gibraltar.  Extraordinary  prices  of 
provifions  and  neceffaries.  Admiral  Darby  fails  with  the  grand  feet 
and  a  large  con:coy  to  its  relief  Spanijh  feet  retires  into  Cadiz  at  his 
approach.  Gun-boats.  Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
town  and.  garrifon  from  the  Spanijh  camp.  Down  defrayed,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  perifh.  Convoy  from  St.  Eufatius  taken  by  M.  de  la 
Moite  Piquet.  Secret  expedition,  under  Commodore  fohnfone ,  and  Gen. 
Meadowes .  Fleet  attacked  in  Port  Pray  a  Bay  by  M.  de  Suffrein.  French 
repulfed.  M.  de  oujjrein' s  timely  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Mope, 
fruf  rates  the  defign  upon  that  place.  Dutch  jhips  taken  by  Mr.  fohn¬ 
fone  in  Saidanba  Bay.  General  Elliot's  grand  Jaily  from  Gibraltar,  by 
which  he  defrays  the  enemy’s  batteries  a,nd,  works.  Inc  a  fen  of'  the  if  and 
of  Minorca ,  Combined  fieets  return  from  that  fer-vice,  to  cruize  at  the 

mouth  of  the  Channel.  Propojal  for  attacking  Admiral  Darby  at  Torbay , 
overruled  in  a  council  of  war.  Enemy,  fruf  rated  in  all  their  views * 

retire  to  their  rejpebtive  ports.  State  of  the  war  with  Holland,  in 

Europe.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  fails  with  a  fmall  fquadron  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Baltic  trade.  XJpon  his  return,  fails  in  with  Admiral  is 
Zoutman,  with  a  great  Dutch  convoy,  and  a  Juperior  force .  Dejperate 
engagement  on  the  Dogger-Bank.  Dutch  Fleet  and  convoy  return  in 

great  aij order  to  their  own  coafs.  Hollandia  of  68  guns  funk.  Confe¬ 

rences  of  the  attion .  Royal  vijit  to  Admiral  Parker  at  the  Fiore.  Ad-  • 
miral  Kemp -nfeldt  fails  to  intercept  a  great  convoy  fitted  out  at  Brejl , 
with  troops,  fores  and  fupplies ,  for  the  French  fieets  and  armies  in  the 
Eaf  and  Weji  Indies.  Fails  in  with  and  takes  fever al  of  the  convoy  ; 
but  dij covers  the  enemy  to  be  fo  greatly  Juperior  in  force,  that  he  could  not 
prof  cute  the  defign farther. 


A  FTER  the  wide  range  which 
j \  we  have  taken,  through  the 
traniadlions,  wars  and  intricate 
politics  of  the  Eaftern  world  ;  it  is 
'now  time  to  return  to  cur  own 
quarter  of  the  globe.  We  fhall 
in  the  fir  it  place  take  a  rerrofpec- 
tive  view  of  fuch  matters  of  mo¬ 
ment,  as,  from  the  nature  of  our 
arrangement,  or  the  limits  of  our 


work,  were  neceftarily  poftponed  in 
the  laft  volume. 

Our  neareft  and  moft  aftive,  as. 
well  as  moft  formidable  enemy, 
began  the  year  1781,  by  a  fecond 
attempt  upon  the  ifland  of  Jerfey. 
The  Baron  de  Ruliecourt,  who  had 
been  next  in  command  to  Count 
Naffau  in  the  former  attack  upon 
that  ifiand,  was  the  undertaker, 

and 
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and  probably  the  framer  of  this 
cnterprize.  The  perfonal  objetfts 
he  had  in  view  were  fufficiently  en¬ 
couraging  ;  while  his  military  ar¬ 
dour,  and  natural  ambition,  were 
in  themfelves  capable  of  urging 
him  to  the  mod  hazardous  attempts. 
The  rank  of  general,  the  order  of 
St.  Louis,  and  the  government  of 
Jerfey,  were  to  be  the  fplendid  re¬ 
wards  of  his  fuccefs.  Such  power¬ 
ful  ftimulants,  operating  upon  a 
temper  naturally  fiery  and  bold, 
were  liable  to  generate  precipita¬ 
tion.  The  Chevalier  de  Luxem- 
burgh,  who  was  his  partner  in 
the  defign,  and  intended  to  be  his 
fecond  in  the  execution,  was, 
through  ficknefs,  or  fome  other 
caufe,  detained  from  taking  any 
part  in  the  enterprize. 

Rullecourt’s  force  for  this  expe¬ 
dition,  amounted  to  about  2000 
men,  and  was  compofed  of  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  of  Luxemburgh,  and  of 
detachments  froim  other  neigh¬ 
bouring  corps.  Having  collected 
a  fufficient  number  of  veffels  for 
their  conveyance,  and  fome  priva¬ 
teers  for  their  protection,  at  Gran¬ 
ville,  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy, 
his  impatience  was  fo  great,  that 
without  regard  to  the  bad  weather 
which  then  prevailed,  he  embark¬ 
ed  the  troops  and  put  to  fea. 

The  immediate  confequence  of 
this  precipitation,  was  the  difper- 
fion  of  his  fleet  of  fmall  veffels  in  a 
ftorm,  by  which  ten  of  them,  with 
about  half  the  troops,  were  driven 
back  to  France,  and  never  after 
joined  him  5  whilfc  he,  totally  ig¬ 
norant  of  their  fate,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  put  in  for  fhelter  to  a 
duller  of  fmall  iflands  and  rocks 
called  Chau  fey,  or  Choze,  which 
lie  between  the  French  coaft  and 
Jerfey.  He  was  ftill  too  eager  in 
Vol*  XX Yo 


the  purfuit  of  the  high  rewards  in 
view,  to  be  deterred  by  this  mif- 
fortune ;  and  forgetting  the  rough 
enemy  he  had  to  encounter,  en¬ 
tertained  no  other  apprehenfion 
than  that  of  being  driven  back 
to  his  own  coaft.  He  accordingly 
feized  the  firft  opening  of  fair  wea¬ 
ther  for  paffmg  over  to  Jerfey ; 
and  having  rhacie  his  way  with  dif¬ 
ficulty,  but  with  good  informa¬ 
tion*  through  the  rocks  of  La 
Roque-Platte,  arrived  in  the  night 
in  Grouvifle  Bay,  where  he  land¬ 
ed  his  troops  in  the  dark,  at  a 
place  called  the  Violet  Bank,  about 
three  miles  from  St.  Helier,  the 
capital  of  the  ifland.  The  coaft 
was,  however,  fo  dangerous,  that 
a  privateer,  with  four  other  fmall 
veffels  were  loft  among  the  rocks* 
and  about  200  of  his  men  perifhedo 
A  fmall  party  of  militia,  who 
guarded  a  redoubt  at  this  place1, 
thought  themfelves  fo  fecure,  and 
were  fo  fhamefully  remifs  in  their 
duty,  as  to  be  feized  aft.eep  by  the 
enemy,  who  were  thus  for  feveral 
hours  upon  the  ifland  without  the 
fmalleft  alarm,  being  given. 

M.  de  Rullecourt,  leaving  about 
120  men  in  the  redoubt  at  Grou- 
ville,  marched  with  the  reft  of 
his  troops  to  St.  He¬ 
lier,  where,  having  feized 
the  avenues  of  the  town, 
furprized  the  guard  in  the  dark, 
and  poffeffed  the  market-place, 
without  noife,  the  inhabitants 
were  aftonifhed  at  break  of  day, 
on  finding  themfelves  in  the  hands 
of  an  enemy.  Major  Corbet,  the 
deputy  governor,  with  the  magi- 
ftraCy  and  principal  inhabitants, 
being  brought  prifoners  to  the 
court  houfe,  the  French  com¬ 
mander  wrote  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion,  which  he  propofed  to  the 
fGl  *  former 
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former  to  fign,  by  which  the  ifand 
was  to  be  furrendered  to  the  arms 
of  France,  and  the  troops  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  England.  To  urge  an 
acquiescence  in  this  meafure,  on 
which  all  his  hopes  depended,  he 
greatly  magnified  his  force,  pre¬ 
tending  that  about  5,000  of  his 
troops  were  landed  and  difperfed 
in  different  parts  of  the  iflahd,  fo 
that  all  refinance  was  at  an  end ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  held  out 
the  barbarous  threat,  of  infant 
defru&ion  to  the  town  and  in¬ 
habitants  in  cafe  of  refufal.  It 
was  in  vain  remonfrated,  that  no 
ad!  of  the  lieutenant-governor’s 
could  have  the  fmallef  validity  in 
his  prefent  fituation,  and  that  the 
officers  and  troops  were  too  well 
informed  of  their  duty,  to  pay  any 
regard  to  his  a£ls  while  a  prifoner. 
Rullecourt  was  peremptory  in  his 
demand;  and  the  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor,  under  the  impreffions  of 
the  moment,  too  inadvertently 
figned  the  capitulation. 

The  French  commander  then 
fummoned  Elizabeth  Cafle,  under 
the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  which 
was  preferved  by  the  infant  recol¬ 
lection,  and  the  unffiaken  forti¬ 
tude,  of  the  Captains  Aylward 
and  Mulcafer,  who  had  fortu¬ 
nately  efcaped  thither  on  the  find 
alarm ;  and  being  now  in  fome 
degree  prepared  againf  a  fudden 
attack,  rejected  the  fummons  with 
great  fpirit,  and  peremptorily  re- 
fufed  to  pay  the- fmallef  regard  to 
the  capitulation,  or  to  any  orders 
whatever,  extorted  from  or  ifTued 
by  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  his 
prefent  circumfances.  The  French 
placing  Major  Corbet  in  then- 
front,  fill  continued  to  advance 
towards  the  gate,  notwithftanding 


exprefs  warning  to  the  contrary  ’ 
but  they  were  fired  at  with  fuch 
vigour  from  the  cafle,  that  they 
foon  found  it  neceffary  to  make 
the  bef  of  their  way  back  for 
fhelter  to-  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  alarm 
extended,  the  nearef  troops,  and 
the  militia  of  the  ifland,  advanced 
with  the  utmof  expedition  to¬ 
wards  the  point  of  danger,  and 
began  immediately  to  form  on  the 
heights  near  the  town,  under  the 
conduct  of  Major  Pierfon,  of  the 
95th  regiment,  who  infantly  fe- 
cured  a  hill  of  great  advantage* 
the  poffeffion  of  which  had  been 
overlooked  by  the  enemy.  The 
French  commander  then  fent  a 
meffage  to  Major  Pierfon,  to  re¬ 
quire  his  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  capitulation  ;  but  was 
peremptorily  anfwered  by  that 
fpirited  officer,  that  if  he  and  his 
troops  did  not,  within  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes,  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  they  were  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  be  certain  of  his 
immediate  attack. 

Pierfon  was  punctual  to  his 
word,  and  made  a  very  maferly 
difpofition  of  his  forces.  As  he 
was  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
applied  the  town  artillery  to  their 
defence,  the  two  columns  defined 
to  the  principal  attacks,  were  each 
preceded  by  a  howitzer.  The 
affaults  were  made  in  all  acceffi- 
ble  parts  with  fuch  impetuofity,. 
that  notwithfanding  the  advantage 
which  the  enemy  derived  from  the 
poffefiion  of  the  f  reets  and  houfes, 
they  were  every  where  driven  ra¬ 
pidly  in  upon  the  center  of  their 
force  in  the  market  place.  There 
the  a&ion  was  foon  decided;  for 
the  French  general  being  mortally 
x  wounded* 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


Wounded,  the  next  in  command  fee¬ 
ing  the  hopeleffnefs  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  requefted  the  lieutenent  go¬ 
vernor  to  refume  his  authority,  and 
to  accept  of  their  furrender  as  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

The  fatisfaclion  arifing  from  fo 
fudden  a  deliverance,  and  fo  brave 
aii  exertion,  was  unfortunately 
damped  by  the  fall  of  the  gallant 
Major  Pierfon,  who  was  fhot  through 
the  heart  in  the  infrant  of  vic¬ 
tory.  The  extraordinary  military 
abilities  difplayed  by  fo  young  an 
officer,  (he  being  under  five-and- 
iwenty  years  of  age)  in  what  was 
probably  his  firft  effay  in  arms, 
as  they  would  have  held  out  the 
higheft  expectations  to  his  coun¬ 
try  if  he  had  furvived,  could  not 
but  render  his  death  an  objeCt  of 
much  general  regret.  By  the  ifiand 
of  Jerfey  he  was  lamented  as  a 
hero*  who  had  generoufly  facrificed 
his.  life  to  their  prefervation.  The 
death  of  his  uncle.  Sir  Richard  Pier¬ 
fon,  (an  ancient  general  officer  of 
repute)  which  happened  immedi¬ 
ately  after,  and  was  attributed  only 
to  that  caufe,  ferved  to  render  the 
misfortune  the  more  ltriking  and 
melancholy. 

The  unfortunate  Baron  de  Rul- 
lecourt,  perfevered  in  the  fame  ex¬ 
travagance  of  conduCl  to  the  laid, 
which  had  fo  firongly  marked  his 
character.  When  the  attack  wa3 
commenced  in  the  market-place, 
he  (cried  the  lieutenant-governor 
by  the  arm,  and  declaring  that 
he  fhould  fhare  his  own  fate,  led 
him  out  of  the  court-houfe  under 
a  fhower  of  fire,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  ftand  clofe  by  him, 
until  he  had  himfelf  dropped  un¬ 
der  the  preffure  of  three  or  four 
mortal  wounds,  which  deprived 
him  of  the  power  of  fpeech,  though 
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not  of  life ;  fo  that  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  live  until  he  had 
feen  the  ruin  and  furrender  of  hi3 
party. 

Duirng  the  engagement  at  the 
town,  the  redoubt  at  Grouville, 
was  gallantly  retaken  with  fixed 
bayonets,  arid  without  firing  a 
fhot,  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  83d 
regiment,  who  were  on  their  way 
to  join  the  main  body.  Thus  the 
whole  of  the  French  party  that 
landed,  amounting  to  fomething 
about  800  men,  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prifoners.  The  Britifh 
troops  were  new  raifed,  and  no¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  valour  and 
good  conduCl  difplayed  both  by 
them  and  the  militia  through  the 
whole  affair.  The  ifiand  decreed 
monuments,  with  fuitable  infcrip- 
tions,  to  the  fallen  enemy,  as  well 
as  to  their  gallant  deliverer;  but  the 
former  no  lefs  intended  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  memory  of  the  furprize,  as 
a  warning  to  future  times  againft 
fimilar  negligence. 

Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  fecond 
attempt  made  by  France  in  this  war 
upon  the  ifiand  of  Jerfey. 

The  neceffity  of  the  times  had 
occafioned  much  too  long  a  delay 
in  the  relief  or  fupply  of  the  im¬ 
portant  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar.  The 
unconfumed  part  of  the  provifion 
which  had  been  conveyed  to  that 
place  by  Admiral  Rodney’s  fleet 
in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
year,  had  by  this  paffed  its  proper 
time  of  keeping,  and  belides  its 
being  generally  bad  in  quality, 
was  fo  much  reduced  in  quantity, 
as  to  afford  room  for  the  molt  fe- 
rious  apprehenfions.  So  early  as 
the  preceding  month  of  OCtober, 
their  wary  and  provident  governor, 
found  it  neceffary  to  make  a  re- 
duClion  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 

[  G  ]  2  from 


I 


too]  ANNUAL  RE 

from  each  man’s  daily  allowance 
of  bread.  Their  quantity  of  meat 
was  likewife  reduced  to  a  pound 
and  a  half  in  the  week ;  and  that 
became  latterly  fo  bad  as  to  be 
fcarcely  eatable.  The  officers  were 
even  forbid  the  ufe  of  powder 
in  their  hair ;  a  regulation  of  ceco- 
nomy,  which  though  not  very  effen- 
tial  in  itfelf,  could  not  but  produce 
a  good  effect  in  reconciling  the 
minds  of  the  common  men  to  the 
neceffity  of  their  fituation.  Of  all 
poffible  teds  of  the  difcipline,  at¬ 
tachment,  and  virtue  of  an  army, 
a  redridtion  of  food  has  ever,  with 
juftice,  been  deemed  the  greated. 
To  the  honour  of  the  foldiery,  in 
the  prefent  indance,  they  not  only 
fubmitted  to  it  without  murmur, 
but  with  univerfal  chearfulnefs  and 
good  temper. 

If  fuch  were  the  dreights  of  the 
garrifon,  under  the  care  and  pro¬ 
vidence  of  government  for  their 

fupport,  what  will  be  thought  of 
the  didreffes  of  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants,  who  were  far  too  nu¬ 
merous  for  fo  new  and  unexpected 
a  fituation,  and  were  much  in- 
creafed  by  the  families  of  the  mar¬ 
ried  officers  i  The  former  were 
chained  to  the  place  by  their 

houfes,  property,  and  occupations, 
as  well  as  by  habit,  connexion* 
and  the  not  knowing  whither  to 
remove.  From  the  time  of  the 
lad  fupply  from  England,  and  even 
earlier,  not  a  fingle  veffel  had 

arrived  with  provifions  or  necef- 

faries,  either  from  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Barbary  fhores,  or  from  any 
of  the  more  didant  coads  of  .Af¬ 
rica  ;  fo  that,  along  with  every 
other  misfortune,  they  were  at 
once  cut  off  from  that  great  and 
long  edablifhed  fource  of  a  cheap 
and  plentiful  market,  and  reduced 
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to  depend  entirely  for  relief,  0$ 
the  cafual  arrival  of  a  few  fmal! 
Minorquin  veffels,  whofe  fupply 
was  infufficient,  and  prices  immo¬ 
derate. 

As  it  has  not  been  the  fortune 
of  the  Englifh  for  many  years  pad 
to  have  a£ted  much  upon  the  de¬ 
fen  five  in  fieges,  an  account  of  the 
market  prices  at  Gibraltar,  during 
that  period,  may  probably  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  matter  of  forrie  cu- 
riofity  ;  but  it  is  of  much  more  mo¬ 
ment,  as  a  means  of  conveying  in¬ 
formation  to  the  public,  of  the  ob¬ 
ligations  they  are  under  to  thofe 
brave  officers,  who  fo  long  fudained 
the  honour  and  intered  of  their 
country,  by  their  glorious  defence 
of  Gibraltar. 

Of  the  mod  common  and  in- 
difpenfible  neceffaries  of  life,  bad 
Ihip  bifeuit,  full  of  worms,  was 
fold  at  a  drilling  a  pound ;  dour, 
in  not  much  better  condition,  at 
the  fame  price ;  old  dried  peafe, 
at  a  third  more  ;  the  word  fait,  half 
dirt,  the  fweeping  of  drips’  bottoms 
and  dorehoufes,  at  eight-pence ;  old 
Irifh  fait  butter,  at  half-a-crown ; 
the  word  fort  of  brown  fugar, 
brought  the  fame  price ;  and  Eng-* 
lifh  farthing  candles  were  fold  at 
fix-pence  a-pieee. 

But  frejfh  provifions  bore  dill 
more  exorbitant  prices.  Even  when 
the  arrival  of  veffels  from  the 
Mediterranean  opened  a  market, 
turkies  fold  at  3I.  12  s.  a-piece  5 

fucking  pigs,  at  two  guineas  ; 
ducks,  at  half  a  guinea ;  and  fmall 
hens  fold  at  nine  drillings  a-piece* 
A  guinea  was  refufed  for  a  calf’s 
pluck ;  and  1 1.  7  s.  afked  for  an 
ox  head.  To  heighten  every  dif* 
trefs,  the  firing  was  fo  nearly 
exhauded,  as  fcarcely  to  afford  a 
fufficiency  for  the  mod  indifpen- 

iible 
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Able  culinary  purpofes ;  f o  that  all 
the  linen  of  the  town  and  gar- 
rifon  was  wafhed  in  cold  water, 
and  worn  without  ironing.  This 
want  was  feverely  felt  in  the  wet 
feafon  ;  which,  notwithftanding 
the  general  warmth  of  the  cli¬ 
mate,  is  exceedingly  cold  at  Gib¬ 
raltar. 

From  this  Hate  of  things  fome 
Idea  may  be  formed  of  the  diftrefles 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  need  be 
little  wondered  at,  if  fuch  officers 
as  were  not  high  in  command, 
and  who  had  families  to  maintain, 
fhould  have  been  exceedingly  em- 
barrafied  and  diftrefled  in  their 
eircumftances.  Such  mep  have 
the  faireft  claim,  not  only  upon 
the  benevolence  but  the  juftice  of 
their  country. 

The  interefts  and  honour  of 
Great  Britain  were  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  timely  relief  of  that 
important  fortrefs.  It  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  one  of  the  fir  ft  objects  of 
government  in  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1781,  and  the  grand 
fleet,  under  the  conduct  of  the 
admirals  Darby,  Digby,  and  Sir 
j.  Lockhart  Rofs,  was  fitted  out 
early  for  this  fervice.  It  was 
divided  into  three  fquadrons  under 
their  refpe&ive  commanders ;  but 
though  France,  as  well  as  Spain, 
had  loudly  boafted,  that  they 
would  not  only  difpute,  but  abfor 
lutely  defeat  the  execution  of  this 
defign,  yet,  fo  widely  extended 
was  the  war,  and  fo  numerous 
and  detached  were  the  fervices  of 
the  Britifh  navy,  that  only  28  fail 
of  the  line  could  be  fpared  for  fo 
great  an  objetft, 

France  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  fleet  little  inferior  either  in 
number  or  force,  nearly  ready  for 
the  fea  at  Breft,  and  Don  Lewis  de 


Cordova,  with  about  30  Spaniffi 
fhips  of  the  line,  was  continually 
parading  in  and  out  of  Cadiz, 
avowedly  to  fight  the  Britifh  fleet, 
and  to  intercept  the  fuccours. 
But  to  prevent  all  trouble  in  the 
bufinefs,  his  force  was  magnified 
far  beyond  its  real  ftate ;  and  it 
was  farther  pretended,  that  it  wa$ 
to  be  joined  by  ftrong  reinforce¬ 
ments,  as  well  from  Toulon,  as 
from  the  French  ports  in  the 
ocean.  The  matter  of  fa<5t  was, 
that  France  was  too  anxious  and 
eager  for  the  completion  of  her 
own  great  fchemes  in  the  Weft: 
Indies  and  North  America,  and 
for  retrieving  her  affairs  in  the 
Eaftern  world,  to  be  diverted  from 
their  purfuit  by  attending  to  the 
views  of  Spain  with  rei’peift  to 
Gibraltar,  She  accordingly  di¬ 
rected  her  whole  attention  and  in- 
duftry,  to  the  early  fitting  out, 
and  the  effedual  equipment,  of 
the  fleet  which  was  to  fail  from 
Breft,  under  the  conduft  of  M.  de 
Grafie,  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
to  the  fquadron  under  M.  de 
Suffrein,  which  was  to  proceed  in 
company,  on  its  way  to  the  Eaft 
Indies.  On  the  other  hand,  Spain, 
being  diffident  of  her  own  ftrength 
to  prevent  the  fuccour  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  boafted  loudly  of  her  cou¬ 
rage,  and  of  the  greatnefs  of  her 
force,  hoping  thereby  to  deter  her 
enemy  from  the  attempt. 

The  fleet  failed 
from  St.  Helen’s, 
with  the  great  Eaft 
and  Weft  India  convoys,  before 
the  middle  of  March;  but  met 
with  fome  delay  on  the  coaft  of 
Ireland,  in  waiting  for  the  viftu-j 
allers  from  Corke,  which  were  to. 
proceed  with  them  to  Gibraltar. 
It  was  probably  owing  to  this  de- 
[G]  ?  lay. 
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Jay,  that  they  miffed  falling  in 
with  M.  de  GrafleT  fleet  of  26 
fhips  of  the  line,  which  failed 
from  Bred:  on  the  zzd  of  March. 
This  circumdance  has  occafloned 
a  quedion,  which  has  fmce  been 
not  a  little  agitated  both  in  par¬ 
liament  and  out.  Whether  the 
intercepting  of  J)e  Grade  fhould 
not  have  been  the  firft  objeCt  of 
our  fleet,  indead  of  lofing  time 
in  going  to  Ireland,  and  thereby 
miffing  the  opportunity. 

On  the  affirmative  fide  of  the 
quedion  it  was  faid,  that  the  mea- 
lure  would  have  been  the  means 
of  totally  overthrowing  the  great 
deflgns  formed  by  France  both  in 
the  Eadern  and  the  Wedern  world. 
That  our  Wed  India  Iflands  would 
have  been  preferved.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  army  faved  from  the  fatal 
catadrophe  at  York  Town,  and 
our  hopes  and  claims  not  only 
kept  alive,  but  with  great  proba¬ 
bility  of  fuccefs  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica. -r~To  this  it  was  anfwered, 
that  no  certain  knowledge  could 
be  obtained  of  the  time  that  the 
Bred  fleet  would  fail ;  that  the 
meafure  of  intercepting  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty, 
and  the  attempt  attended  with 
much  delay;  and  that  the  confe- 
quent  detention  of  the  gteat  out¬ 
ward-bound  convoys,  which  were 
under  the  care  of  Admiral  Darby, 
would  have  been  highly  deflruc- 
tive  to  our  commerce,  and  ruinous 
to  the  merchants.  That  in  cafe 
of  fuccefs,  the  lofs  of  Gibraltar 
mud  be  the  certain  confequence ; 
as  it  could  not  be  fuppoied,  that 
after  the  rough  encounter  of  two 
fleets  fo  nearly  equal  in  force. 
Admiral  Darby  fhould  be  in  con¬ 
dition  to  proceed  to  a  frefh  en¬ 
gagement  with  the  Spanifli  fleet 


at  Cadiz,  which  was  fuperlor,  at 
lead  in  number,  to  either.  And, 
that  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  as  it 
was  executed,  was  highly  honour¬ 
able  to  this  country  ;  and,  befides 
the  importance  of  the  objeft  in 
itfelf,  was  abfolutely  n  c  cedar  y 
for  the  fupport  of  our  character 
and  confequence  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  Eaft  and  Wed  India  con¬ 
voys,  amounting  to  about  300  fail, 
having  proceeded  on  their  refpec- 
tive  voyages,  the  Britifh  fleet, 
with  97  tranfports,  Aorefhips,  and 
victuallers,  kept  on  its  courfe  for 
Gibraltar ;  and  meeting  no  ene¬ 
my,  which  they  expedited  to  have 
done,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  St* 
Vincents,  arrived  off  Cadiz  be¬ 
fore  the  middle  of  April,  and 
looking  into  the  harbour,  faw  the 
Spanifli  fleet  lying  peaceably  at 
anchor,  without  the  fmalled  ap¬ 
pearance  of  any  intention  to  di- 
Aurb  their  purpofe.  It  lias  flnce 
appeared,  that  Don  Cordova  with 
his  fleet  had  kept  the  fea  for  about 
a  month  before,  and  had  narrowly 
efcaped  an  unwilling  encounter 
with  the  Englifh ;  but  having  the 
fortune  to  receive  notice  from  a 
neutral  ffiip  of  their  near  ap¬ 
proach,  all  the  vaunts  which  had 
been  fo  long  thrown  out,  of  his 
determination  and  eagernefs  to 
fight  them,  were  at  once  given 
up,  and  he  made  the  bed  of  his 
way  into  Cadiz,  On  the  fame 
day,  after  exploring  .  ..  , 

the  htuation  of  the  ‘  P  ‘  0 

Spanifh  fleet.  Admiral  Darby  for¬ 
warded  the  convoy,  with  fome 
men  of  war  and  frigates  to  cover 
them,  to  Gibraltar,  as  well  as 
13  fail  into  the  Mediterranean,  on 
their  way  to  Minorca,  whilfl  he 
cruized  with  the  main  body  of 

the 
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the  fleet  off  the  Streight’s  mouth, 
in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  enemy  if  they  fhould  venture 
to  put  to  fea. 

But  though  Spain  dared  not 
to  encounter  the  Britifh  fleet  at 
fea,  {he  had  by  this  time  prepared, 
a  new,  exceedingly  troublefome, 
and  not  a  little  dangerous,  enemy, 
within  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  itfelf, 
upon  which  fhe  depended,  not 
only  for  defeating  the  defign  of 
relief  to  that  fortrefs,  but  for  burn¬ 
ing  the  •  convoy  in  the  attempt. 
We  have  heretofore  had  occafion 
to  take  notice,  of  the  trouble, 
which  a  few  gun-boats  they  had 
conflrudted  at  Algeziras,  (on  the 
oppoflte  fide  of  the  bay  to  Gibral¬ 
tar)  had  frequently  given,  by 
coming  from  their  retreat,  and 
Bring  upon  the  town  and  garrifon 
under  the  covert  of  the  night. 
The  long  leifure  of  the  flege,  and 
the  continual  opportunity  which 
it  afforded,  for  invention,  experi¬ 
ment,  and  pra&ical  improvement, 
had  enabled  the  Spaniards  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  higheft  perfection  in 
the  conflru&ion  and  management 
of  this  fort  of  velfels,  and  to  in- 
creafe  their  number  To  as  to  form 
a  little  fleet  of  gun -boats.  Each 
of  thefe  was  worked  by  20  oars, 
and  carried  a  long  26  pounder  in 
its  prow,  which  threw  fhot  much 
farther  than  any  lhip  guns  could 
reach;  and  this  kind  of  force  was 
rendered  Bill  more  formidable  and 
dangerous,  by  the  addition  of  fe- 
veral  bomb -boats  upon  a  fimilar 
conHruCtion.  Befides,  they  had 
(to  the  great  misfortune  of  the 
garrifon,  in  having  no  fimilar,  or 
other  force  to  oppofe  them)  been 
fo  long  in  the  uninterrupted  pof- 
feffion  of  the  bay,  that  they  had 
by  this  tiijxe  meafured  all  the 


diflances,  and  knew  the  effeCt  of 
their  fire  in  every  direction. 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
convoy  in  the  bay,  about  20  of 
thefe,  under  the  conduCt  of  a 
Don  Moreno,  who  appeared  in 
his  barge  giving  orders,  Tallied, 
under  the  benefit  of  the  early  calm 
every  morning  from  Algeziras, 
and  with  a  fixed  and  Heady  aim, 
regularly  cannonaded  and  bom¬ 
barded  our  fhips ;  but  as  foon  as 
the  wind,  at  its  Hated  hour,  be¬ 
gan  to  fpring  up,  they  immedi¬ 
ately  fled,  and  were  purfued  in 
vain.  Thefe  attacks  were  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  convoy,  that  Sir 
John  Lockhart  Rofs,  with  his 
whole  divifion  of  two-decked  fhips, 
was  fent  in  to  their  protection ; 
and  every  captain  in  his  fquadron, 
as  well  as  the  other  officers,  was 
obliged  to  take  a  perfonal  and  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  this  contemptible  war¬ 
fare.  Nothing  was  ever  more 
vexatious  to  the  feamen,  or  ex¬ 
cited  their  indignation  in  a  greater 
degree,  than  the  fuccefsful  auda¬ 
city  of  this  petty  enemy.  As 
their  prows  were  only  expofed  to 
view,  the  objeCt  was  fo  fmall,  that 
when  they  ventured  within  reach 
of  our  {hot,  it  was  Hill  no  more 
than  a  bare  poffibility  to  hit  the 
mark;  and  the  repeated  exertions 
of  fome  of  the  braveH  officers  and. 
beH  feamen  in  the  world  to  cut  off 
their  retreat  was  fruitlefs.  The 
Spaniards  however  failed  in.  their 
grand  objeCt ;  their  continued  ef¬ 
forts  were  only  capable  of  produ¬ 
cing  trouble  and  vexation ;  and  fo 
far  from  burning  the  convoy,  no 
material  damage  was  done  to  any 
part  of  the  {hipping. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grievous 
to  Spain  than  this  relief,  nor  more 
mortifying  to  her  pride,  than  the 
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difgrace,  after  fo  much  boafting, 
which  her  navy  now  buffered  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe.  She  had 
fet  her  neart  io  entirely  on  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Gibraltar,  that  foe 
fcarcely  feemed  to  have  another 
objedl  in  the  war.  She  lavifoed 
her  treafures  with  an  unfparing 
hand  in  that  purfoit.  The  labour 
of  the  nation  was  exhausted  in 
the  ftupendpus  works  which  foe 
raifod  before  the  place,  and  they 
were  nqw  covered  with  the  molt 
tremendous  artillery  that  has  per¬ 
haps  been  known  in  any  fiege. 
Indeed  the  whole  naval  and  mili¬ 
tary  force  of  the  ftate?  and  its  re- 
fources  of  every  fort,  feemed  di- 
redted  to  that  Angle  objed. 

All  thefe  powers  were  now 
called  into  adion,  and  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  town,  with  its  miferable 
inhabitants,  were  the  yidims  to 
her  indignation.  170  pieces  of 
cannon  of  the  heavieff  metal,  and 
fourfcore  mortars,  dtfgorged  thejr 
tremendous  torrents  of  lire  all  at 
pnce  upon  that  narrow'  fpot.  It 
feemed  as  if  not  only  the  works, 
but  the  rock  itfelf,  mult  have  been 
overwhelmed.  This  dreadful  can- 
ponade  and  bombardment,  was 
continued  night  and  day,  for  a 
coriftderable  time,  without  inter- 
miffion.  It  is  faid,  and  may  well 
be  fuppofed,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  fplendidly  magnificent, 
or  dreadfully  fublime,  than  the 
view  and  the  report  of  this  tre¬ 
mendous  fcene,  to  thofe  who  ob- 
ferved  them  from  the  neighbouring 
hills  of  Barbary  and  Spain  during 
the  night;  especially  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  when  the  cannonade  of 
the  enemy  being  returned,  with 
hill  fuperior  power,  and  greater 
fiercenefs  by  General  Elliot,  the 
whole  rock  feemed  to  vomit  out 


fre,  and  all  diftinflion  of  parts 
was  loft  in  flame  and  fmoke. 

It  was  computed  by  the  artil¬ 
lery  officers  and  engineers  in  the 
garrifon,  that  during  more  than 
three  weeks  from  the  firft  attack, 
the  enemy  continued  regularly  to 
expend,  at  leaft,  a  thoufand  bar¬ 
rels  of  gunpowder,  of  an  hundred 
pound  weight  each,  and  to  lire 
from  four  to  five  thoufand  foot 
and  foe! Is,  in  every  twenty-four 
hours  upon  the  fortrefs.  No 
powers  of  fupply,  could  long  fop- 
port  this  expenditure.  After  dis¬ 
charging:  75,000  foot,  and  25,000 
foells,  in  this  courfe  of  firing,  it 
was  then  lowered  to  about  600  of 
both  in  the  24  hours ;  at  which 
reduced  fcale  it  was  continued  for 
feveral  weeks  longer. 

While  the  fleet  continued  in  the 
Bay,  Gen.  Elliot  retorted  the  ene¬ 
my’s  attack  with  a  prodigious 
i hower  of  fire;  but  as  it  was  a 
handing  maxim  with  that  expe¬ 
rienced  commander  never  to  wafte 
his  ammunition,  and  that  the 
great,  and  evidently  increaflng 
difficulty  of  fupply,  rendered  that 
caution  ft  ill  more  effentially  ne- 
ceflary,  he  foon  retrenched  in  that 
refped,  and  feemed  to  behold  un¬ 
concerned  the  fury  and  violence 
o,  the  enemy.  The  lofs  of  men 
on  the  fide  of  the  garrifon,  dur¬ 
ing  this  unexampled  cannonade 
and  bombardment,  was  much  lefs 
than  could  have  been  poftibly  ima¬ 
gined,  even,  without  conftdering 
the  narrownefs  of  the  ground 
which  they  defended,  its  high  fitu- 
ation  above  the  works,  and  the 
great  proportion  of  their  number 
which  were  continually  expofed, 
in  the  duty  and  relief  of  their  nu¬ 
merous  guards.  The  whole  lofs, 
from  the  12th  of  April  to  the  end 
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of  J  une,  amounted  only  to  one 
commiflioned  officer,  and  5  2  pri¬ 
vate  men  killed,  and  to  feven  offi¬ 
cers,  and  253  others  wounded. 
The  damage  to  the  works  was  too 
trifling  to  give  any  concern  to  the 
defenders ;  but  the  duty  and  fa¬ 
tigue  were  extreme,  and  they  ex¬ 
perienced  in  a  high  degree  all  the 
incommodities  and  rigours'  of  a 
fiege,  famine  and  pellilence  only 
excepted. 

The  town  and  its  inhabitants 
were  the  facrifice.  It  could  not 
be  large,  but  it  was  extremely  po¬ 
pulous.  Though  the  number  of 
houfes  was  under  five  hundred, 
the  inhabitants  (at  leaf!  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  fiege)  confiderably 
exceeded  three  thonfand.  Thefe 
were  compofed  of  various  nations 
and  religions,  the  Englifh  amount¬ 
ing  only  to  500,  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  to  near  2000,  and  the  Jews 
were  little  fhort  of  900.  They  had 
been  formed,  early  in  the  reign  of 
Geoige  the  Second,  into  a  corpo¬ 
ration,  with  a  mayor  and  aldermen 
(according  to  the  Englifh  model) 
for  their  government.  The  wives 
and  families  of  the  officers  and  gar- 
rifon,  it  is  probable,  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  eflimate.  7 

Upon  thefe  fell,  almofl,  the 
whole  weight  of  this  cruel  can¬ 
nonade  and  bombardment  Such 
as  were  not  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
their  houfes,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  fhells,  in  the  general  deftr ac¬ 
tion  of  the  firiu  night,  fled,  many 
of  them  nearly  naked,  to  the  re¬ 
mote  parts  of  the  rock.  But  the 
fhells  from  the  batteries  reached  to 
places  which  had  always  been  deem¬ 
ed  fecure  ;  and  where  thefe  failed, 
the  gun-boats  lurking  in  the  dark, 
poured  death  and  deflruclion  during 
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the  night  to  the  moil  fequeflered  re- 
ceffes.  No  Icene  could  be  more  de¬ 
plorable.  It  is  faid,  that  mothers 
and  children,  clafped  in  each  others 
arms,  were,  at  the  lame  inflant,  fo 
completely  blown  to  pieces  by  the 
bombs,  that  it  feemed  rather  an  an¬ 
nihilation,  than  a  dilperflon  of  their 
fhattered  fragments.  Thecafemates, 
which  could  alone  afford  fecurity, 
were  filled  by  the  garrifon ;  and 
happy  did  ladies  of  the  greatefl  fenfl- 
bility  and  molt  delicate  habits  deem 
it,  to  be  admitted  to  a  few  hours  re- 
pofe  in  them,  amidlt  all  the  noife  of 
a  crowded  foldiery,  and  the  groans 
of  the  wounded  who  were  brought 
in  from  their  works. 

Time  and  fear,  by  degrees,  led 
to  the  difeovery  of  new  places  of 
fecurity  ;  nor  was  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  at  all  times  equally  fatal  in. 
thofe  within  reach ;  but  when  a  cef- 
fation  of  its  violence  enfued,  the  fur- 
viving  inhabitants  having  lofb  their 
houfes  and  property,  could  no  longer 
live  in  the  place.  They  accordingly, 
including  the  families  of  the  ofli- 
cers,  eagerly  feized  every  opportu¬ 
nity  of  fhipping  that  offered  for  an 
efcape,  whether  to  England  or  to  the 
neighbouring  countries. 

it  feemed  as  if  the  fpoil  of  the 
Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Euilatius  had 
been  fubjedl  to  fome  fatality, 
which  was  to  deprive  the  nation 
as  well  as  the  captors  of  its  bene¬ 
fit.  A  rich  convoy,  freighted  with 
the  moll  valuable  commodities  ta¬ 
ken  at  that  ifland,  was  on  its  way  to 
England,  at  the  time  that  Admiral 
Darby  failed  to  the  relief  of  Gib¬ 
raltar.  France,  determining  to  pro¬ 
fit  of  the  abfence  of  the  grand 
fleet,  had  equipped  feven  or  eight 
fhips  of  the  line  with  the  utmofl: 
expedition  at  Breft,  \vhich  were 
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fent  out  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  in  order 
to  intercept  the  Euftatius  convoy, 
as  well  as  a  rich  fleet,  which  was 
then  likewife  on  its  way  home  from 
Jamaica. 

M.  Piquet  fucceeded  in  the  Aril 
part  of  his  deflgn.  Commodore 
Botham  had  only  four  Chips  of  war 
for  the  prote&ion  of  the  convoy 
n*  1  from  St.  Euftatius.  Four- 
May  2cL  teen  or  fifteen  of  the 
merchant  Chips  were  taken ;  but  the 
men  of  war,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  convoy,  were  flickered  in  fome 
of  the  weftern  ports  of  Ireland,  Ad¬ 
vice  of  this  mifadventure  being  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  grand  fleet  on  its 
way  back  from  Gibraltar,  Admiral 
Darby  immediately  difpatched  a  fuf- 
Jicient  force  to  intercept  M.  Piquet’s 
fquadron,  on  its  return  to  France, 
The  French  commander  prudently 
evaded  this  danger ;  for  upon  find¬ 
ing  the  number  and  richnefs  of  his 
prizes,  he  thought  their  preferv- 
ation  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  hazarded  upon  a  very  doubtful 
contingency ;  and  giving  up  at 
©nee  all  views  upon  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  his  immediate  return  to  his 
own  coafts,  was  barely  fuflicient 
to  prevent  his  falling  in  with  the 
British  fquadron.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  under-writers,  or  infurers  in 
England,  loft  fix  or  feven  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  by  this  cap¬ 
ture. 

A  fecret  expedition,  to  a  very 
remote  part  of  the  world,  had  been 
long  talked  of,  and  fuppofed  to 
have  been  more  than  once  in  con¬ 
templation  in  England.  The  re¬ 
ports -of  great  commotions  in  Peru, 
gnd  fome  other  of  the  Spanifii  do¬ 
minions  in  America,  made  it  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppofed  Jhat  the  South 


Seas  would  have  been  the  deftina* 
tion  of  fuch  an  armament.  It  feems 
probable,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
numberlefs  exigencies,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  untoward  events  of  the  war,, 
could  have  delayed  the  profecution 
of  a  deflgn,  which  feemed  pregnant 
with  the  inoft  fatal  confequences  to 
the  enemy. 

At  this  time,  when  our  ene¬ 
mies  were  multiplied,  the  deflgn 
feemed  not  only  to  be  revived,  but 
to  be  ferioufly  adopted.  A  fmall 
fquadron  (whole  objefts  and  de- 
ftination  were  kept  fecret)  under 
the  conduct  of  Commodore  John- 
done,  with  a  body  of  land  forces 
commanded  by  General  Meadows, 
(who  had  been-  fo  highly  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  adtion  with  D’Ef- 
taing  at  St.  Lucia)  accompanied 
the  grand  fleet  on  its  departure 
from  England  for  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar.  The  fquadron  con¬ 
fided  of  a  feventy-four,  a  fixty- 
four,  and  three  fifty  -  gun  fhips, 
befides  feveral  frigates,  a  bomb- 
veflel,  firefhip,  and  Lome  fioops  of 
war.  The  land  force  was  com- 
pofed  of  three  new  regiments  of  a 
thoufand  men  each.  Several  out¬ 
ward  bound  Eaft-India-men  and 
flore  or  ordnance  vefiels,  went  out 
with  this  convoy,  and  the  whole 
fleet,  including  tranfports  and 
armed  (hips,  amounted  to  more 
than  forty  fail.  The  object  of 
this  armament  was  undoubtedly 
changed  in  confequence  of  the 
Dutch  war,  which  occafioned  an 
attempt  upon  the  Cape  of  Good 
Plope  to  be  fubftituted,  in  the 
place  of  the  large  field  of  enter- 
prize  which,  lay  open  in  South- 
America.  The  war  was  too  vafts 
to  afford  a  pofiibility  of  feeding  it 
in  all  its  parts. 
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This  change  of  object  did  not 
cfcape  the  penetration  of  France 
and  Holland.  The  latter,  trem¬ 
bling  at  the  danger  to  which  all 
her  poffeflions  in  the  Eaft  would  be 
expofed  by  the  lofs  of  that  molt 
important  and  valuable  fettlement, 
and  being  totally  incapable  her- 
felf  of  providing  for  its  defence, 
had  no  other  refource  in  this  ex¬ 
treme  urgency,  than  by  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  her  new  friend  and  ally 
for  afliftance  to  avert  an  evil, 
which  was  capable  in  its  confe- 
quences  of  fhaking  the  Republic 
to  its  foundations.  France  was 
fcarcely  lefs  intereded  in  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  lefs  concerned  in  the 
confequences  of  its  lofs,  than  Hol¬ 
land  ;  but  Hie  was  befides  defirous, 
and  it  was  no  lefs  necelfary,  that, 
under  the  circumdances  of  fo  new 
and  unexpected  a  connection,  the 
ihould,  by  a  timely  difplay  of  her 
power  and  gratitude,  juftify  to 
them  and  to  the  world,  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  part  which  fhe  had  led 
the  States-General  to  take  in  the 
coated.  A  Squadron  of  live  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  feme  frigates, 
with  a  body  of  land  forces,  were 
accordingly  defined  to  this  Ser¬ 
vice^  under  the  conduCt  of  M.  de 
Sufrrein,  who  failed  from  Bred,  in 
company  with  the  grand  fleet 
hound  to  the  Weft-Indies  under 
the  Count  de  Grade,  in  the  latter 
end  of  March.  The  naval  part 
of  this  armament,  was  ultimately 
deftgned  to  reinforce  M.  de  Orves, 
and  to  oppefe  the  EnglUh  fleet  un¬ 
der  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  in  the 
Eaft-Indies ;  but  Suftrcin’s  imme¬ 
diate  and  particular  inftruCtions 
went,  to  purfue  and  counteract 
Johnftone’s  armament,  upon  every 
pccaflon,  and  in  every  poflible 
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manner  ;  fill,  however,  keeping 
a  condant  eye  to  his  principal  cb- 
jeCt,  the  edeCtual  protection  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
was  to  take  place  of  all  other  con- 
flderations  whatever. 

As  there  was  no  great  difference 
in  point  of  time,  between  the  de¬ 
parture  cf  the  two  armaments 
from  England  and  France,  their 
encounter  was,  even  in  the  ufual 
courie  of  things,  not  improbable  ; 
but  as  the  court  of  Verfailles  was 
accurately  informed  of  Johndone’s 
force,  and  of  all  the  circumdances 
attending  his  convoy,  it  may  be 
reafonably  fuppofed,  that  they 
were  not  totally  ignorant  of  his 
courfe,  any  more  than  of  his  de- 
dinaticn. 

That  commodore  had,  with  the 
fleet  under  his  care,  put  into  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Idands,  belonging 
to  Portugal,  for  water  and  frefli 
provifions ;  and  as  they  had  no 
idea  of  any  enemy  or  danger  being 
at  hand,  they  feem  to  have  lain 
without  much  care  or  order,  as  it 
fuited  the  convenience  of  the  re- 
fpeClive  captains,  in  an  open  har¬ 
bour  or  bay  called  Port  Praya, 
fltuated  in  the  mod  conflderable 
of  thofe  idands,  called  St.  jago, 
and  belonging  to  the  principal 
town.  A  great  number  of  the 
crews  were  abfent  from  the  (hips, 
being  engaged  in  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  watering,  fifning,  em¬ 
barking  live  cattle,  and  all  the 
other  occupations,  neceffary  to 
the  preparation  or  fupply  of  fo 
many  veffels,  for  fo  long  a  voyage. 
A  number  of  men  and  officers  were 
likewife  on  fhore,  partaking  of  the 
health  and  recreations  of  the 
ifland. 

In  this  unprepared  and  difor- 
dered  date,  the  Ids  man  of  war  of 
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jjq  guns,  which  happened  to  be 
on£  of  the  outermoft  fhips,  per¬ 
ceived^,  between  nine 
’  and  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  a  ftrange  fquadron, 
coming  clofe  round  under  a  nar¬ 
row  hip  of  land,  the  extreme  point 
of  which  forms  the  eaftern  angle 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour ; 
and  although  the  land  of  the  in¬ 
tervening  neck  was  high,  fo  much 
was  feen  of  their  ftgnals  and  man¬ 
ner  of  working?  that  they  were 
ealily  perceived  to  be  an  enemy, 
and  judged  to  be  French.  The 
alarm  being  given,  fignals  for  un¬ 
mooring,  for  preparing  for  ac¬ 
tion?  and  for  recalling  the  people 
on  fhore?  were  fpeedily  thrown 
out ;  for  though  the  port  was  neu¬ 
tral,  it  was  well  known  that  the 
French,  where  advantage  offered, 
were  feldom  fcrupulous  in  the  ob- 
fervation  of  it ;  and  befides,  as 
the  Portuguefe  fort  and  garrifon 
were  utterly  incapable  of  main¬ 
taining  the  rights  of  fovereignty, 
It  might  be  fuppofed  that  they 
would  be  lefs  attended  to. 

No  fleet  could  be  taken  at  a 
greater  difadvantage  ;  and  among 
their  various  embarraffments  it  was 
not  the  leak,  that  the  decks  of 
moll  of  the  fhips  were  encumbered 
with  water  calks  and  live  fcock, 
while  the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack 
afforded  no  time  for  their  being 
cleared.  M.  de  Suffrejn,  having 
feparated  from  the  convoy,  and 
hauling  clofe  round  the  eaftern 
point  of  land,  with  his  five  fail  of 
the  line,  was  very  fcon  in  the 
centre  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  the 
French  fhips  firing  on  both  fides 
as  they  paffed.  The  Hannibal,  of 
74  guns,  M.  de  Tremignon,  led 
the  way  with  great  intrepidity; 
and  when  he  got  as  near  our  fhips 
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(the  Hero,  of  74  guns.  Captain 
Hawker,  the  Monmouth  of  64? 
Captain  Alms,  and  the  Jupiter  of 
50,  Captain  Parflcy)  as  he  could 
fetch,  dropped  his  anchors  with  a 
noble  air  of  refolution,  which 
gained  the  applaufe  even  of  his 
enemies.  The  Heros,  of  the  fame 
force,  M.  de  Suffrein’s  own  fhip? 
took  the  next  place;  and  the  Ar- 
tefien,  of  64  guns,  anchored  a- 
ftera  of  the  Heros.  The  Vengeur 
and  Sphynx,  of  64  guns  each? 
ranged  up  and  down,  as  they 
could,  through  the  crowd  of  fhips, 
and  fired,  on  either  fide?  at  every 
fliip  as  they  paffed.  The  Rom¬ 
ney,  of  50  guns,  the  commodore’s 
own  fhip,  being  too  far  advanced 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and 
too  much  interrupted  by  the  vef- 
fels  that  lay  between,  to  take  an 
effective  part  in  the  a&ion,  Mr. 
Johnftone  accordingly  quitted  her? 
and  went  on  board  the  Hero. 

The  engagement  lafted  from 
firft  to  laft  about  an  hour  and  half  j 
and  the  fhips  being  very  clofe,  and 
the  Englifh  firing  only  from  one 
fide,  the  guns  were  inceffantly 
played,  and  the  cannonade  was 
extremely  heavy.  In  fome  time 
after  the  action  began,  feveral  of 
the  India  fhips,  having  recovered 
from  their  firft  furprize,  fired  with 
good  effect  on  the  enemy.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  two  French 
feventy-fours  carried  much  hea¬ 
vier  metal  than  the  Englifh,  their 
lowed:  tiers  of  36  pounders  throw¬ 
ing  fhot  equal  to  42  pounds  of  our 
weight ;  and  the  Ifis,  as  well  as 
the  Romney,  was  by  fituation  cut 
off  from  any  great  fhare  in  the  ac¬ 
tion  ;  although  the  former  fuftered 
feverely  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
as  they  paffed. 

In  about  an  hour,  the  fituation 
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of  the  three  French  {hips  at  anchor 
became  too  intolerable  to  bo  en¬ 
dured,  and  M.  de  Cardaillac,  a 
knight  of  Malta,  and  captain  of 
the  Artefien,  being  killed,  that 
fhip  cut  her  cable,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  the  bed  of  her  way- 
out.  M.  de  Suffrein,  thus  de- 
ferted  by  his  fecond  a- kern,  found 
the  danger  fo  great,  and  the  ad¬ 
venture  fo  hopelefs,  that  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  example.  The  un¬ 
fortunate  Hannibal  was  now  left 
alone  as  a  mark  to  be  fired  at,  by 
every  fhip  in  the  fleet  whole  guns 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
objedt ;  while  fhe  was  herfelf  fo 
dismantled  and  ruined,  that  her 
returns  were  flow  and  ineffedlive. 
Overv/helmed  by  fuch  a  weight 
and  quantity  of  fire,  fhe  exhibited 
an  extraordinary  fpedtacle  of  di- 
ftrefs  and  gallantry ;  the  only  com¬ 
fort  left  in  fo  terrible  a  fituation, 
being  the  impcfilbiiity  of  its  long 
continuance.  She  had  already  loft 
her  fore-maft  and  bowfprit,  and 
her  cable  being  either  cut  or 
{hot  away,  in  the  effort  of  hoiking 
more  fail  to  get  out  of  the  fire,  both 
her  main  and  mizen  mails  went 
overboard,  fo  that  fhe  remained  a 
mere  hulk  upon  the  water.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  be  underftood  by  land- 
men,  how  fhe  could  efcape  in  fuch 
a  condition.  Her  colours  were 
either  ftruck,  or  fhot  away ;  the 
former  being  afferted  on  one  fide, 
and  denied  on  the  other.  She, 
however,  joined  the  other  fhips  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bay  ;  and  was 
towed  off,  and  aftifted  in  eredling 
jury  mafts  by  them.  As  their  at¬ 
tack  was  fudden,  their  retreat  was 
fo  precipitate,  that  the  Sphynx, 
of  64  guns,  narrowly  efcaped  be¬ 
ing  loft  upon  a  reef  of  rocks, 


which  runs  out  from  the  weftern 
point  of  the  harbour, 

Commodore  Johnftone  purfued 
the  enemy,  and  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
new  the  engagement.  But  various 
obftacles,  among  which  were  the  da¬ 
mage  fuftained  by  the  Jfis,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  winds  and  currents,  and 
the  late  time  df  da y  at  which  there 
feemed  any  poftibility  of  its  being 
done,  all  concurred  in  defeating 
this  purpofe.  The  Hinchingbrooke 
Eaft-Indiaman,  which,  after  a  gal¬ 
lant  refiftahce,  and  being  much 
torn,  had  been  carried  out  by  the 
enemy,  was  re -taken;  and,  as  if  it 
had  been  decreed,  that  they  fhould 
bear  away  no  trophy  from  this  ac-* 
tion,  the  Infernal  fire- fhip,  which 
(by  unluckily  lying  too  near  the 
mouth  of  the  bay)  had  likewife  been 
carried  off,  was  recovered  by  her 
own  crew. 

Such  was  the  iffue  of  this  ftrange- 
ly  conduced,  irregular,  and  con- 
fuf'ed  action,  in  which  M.  de  Suf¬ 
frein  made  no  great  difplay  of 
thofe  eminent  qualities,  which  have 
flnce,  through  the  feries  of  hard- 
fought  and  defperate  conflicts  he 
fuftained  again!!  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
in  India,  rendered  his  name  fo  high¬ 
ly  and  fo  defervedly  renowned.  The 
French  feem  to  have  built  too 
much  upon  the  advantages  of  their 
furprize ;  and  to  have  adted  as  if 
they  had  been  rufhing  on  to  a 
certain  prey,  rather  than  to  the 
rough  encounter  of  an  enemy,  who 
was  in  all  circumllances  and  fitu- 
ations  truly  formidable.  A  few 
of  our  land  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  were  paflengers  on  board  the 
India  fhips  and  tranfports,  were 
killed  or  wounded  ;  but  the  lofs 
of  men  upon  the  whole,  confider- 
ing  the  clofenefs  of  the  adtion,  the 
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fmoothnefs  of  the  water,  with  the 
number  and  crowded  fituation  of 
the  flipping,  was  very  final! ;  and 
fuch  as  it  was,  was  fo  divided, 
that  almoft  every  veffel  of  the  fleet 
and  convoy  fuftained  fome  part. 
The  merchant  (hipping  received, 
however,  coniiderable  damage  in 
their  hulls  and  rigging.  The  For¬ 
titude  Indiaman  was  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  extraordinary  bravery 
of  her  defence ;  and  when  (he 
was  at  length,  after  much  fire* 
boarded*  Captain  Jenkinfon,  who, 
with  his  company  of  the  98th  regi¬ 
ment  were  paffengers,  moll  gal¬ 
lantly  cleared  the  deck  and  rigging 
of  the  enemy ;  and  the  vidtors  had 
afterwards  the  fatisfadlion  of  tak¬ 
ing  up  and  laving  fome  of  thofe 
^vhom  they  had  compelled  to  jump 
overboard. 

,,  1  The  fleet  failed  from 

a7  2  *  Port  Praya  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May,  and  towards  the 
middle  of  June  the  commodore 
difpatched  Captain  Pigot,  with 
three  or  four  of  the  bell  failing  fri¬ 
gates  and  cutters,  to  proceed  to¬ 
wards  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Africa,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to 
obtain  fome  intelligence  of  the 
ftate  of  the  enemy  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  ;  with  inftrudtions  to  rejoin  the 
fleet,  at  a  given  point  of  latitude 
and  longitude.  Captain  Pigot  had 
the  fortune  to  fall  in  with  and 
take  a  large  Dutch  Eaft-India  fhip 
of  1200  tons  burthen,  which  had 
newly  failed  from  Saldanha  Bay 
near  the  Cape ;  fhe  was  laden 
with  fibres  and  proviflons,  befldes 
40,000!.  in  bullion,  for  the  ifland 
of  Ceylon ;  but  the  intelligence  (he 
afforded  was  of  flill  greater  value 
than  the  cargo. 

From  this  it  appeared,  that  M. 


de  SufFrein,  with  five  fail  of  fl\6 
line,  moll  of  his  transports,  and  a 
coniiderable  body  of  troops,  had 
arrived  at  Falfe  Bay,  on  the  21ft 
of  June;  and  that  feveral  Dutch 
Eaft-India  (hips  (homeward  boundj 
but  afraid  to  proceed)  were  then 
at  anchor  in  Saldanha  Bay,  which 
lies  about  fourteen  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  the  Cape  town  and 
fort.  To  explain  the  caufe  of 
their  lying  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
from  their  principal  fettlement  and 
defence*  it  may  be  neceftary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  Table  Bay,  upon 
which  thefe  lie,  is  not  only  much 
fmaller,  and  Ids  convenient  than 
that  of  Saldanha,  but  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  dangerous  to  (hipping  du¬ 
ring  the  winds  that  blow  in  our 
fu miner  months.  Thefe  bad  pro¬ 
perties  attending  Table  Bay,  was 
the  motive  of  M.  de  SufFrein’s  an¬ 
choring  in  Falfe  Bay,  which  lies 
at  the  back  of  that  very  long  and 
narrow  neck  of  land,  running  far 
out  into  the  fea,  the  mountain  at 
vvhofe  head  forms  what  is  properly 
called  the  Cape.  The  bottom  of 
this  bay  lies  within  about  three 
leagues  by  land  of  the  Cape  town 
(which  is  fituated  a  little  higher 
up  on  the  oppfite  coaft  than  the 
junction  of  the  continent  with  the 
peninfula)  although  the  pafiage  by 
fea  round  the  neck  is  long,  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  dangerous. 

The  timely  arrival  of  the  French 
fquadron  and  troops  was  what  pre- 
ferved  the  Cape  and  its  dependent 
fettlements  to  Holland ;  for  nei¬ 
ther  their  troops  nor  their  fortifi¬ 
cations  were  at  all  capable  of  re¬ 
filling  the  land  and  the  naval  force, 
under  General  Meadows  and  Com¬ 
modore  Johnftone.  The  frigates 
having  rejoined  the  fleet,  with 

their 
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their  prize  and  intelligence,  pretty 
early  in  July,  and  the  commanders 
finding  that  their  views  on  the  Cape 
were  entirely  fruftrated,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  determined  to  profit  of  what 
was  yet  within  reach,  by  an  attempt 
npon  the  Dutch  ihips  in  the  bay  of 
Saldanha. 

This  feheme  was  ably  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  conduced.  The  perfect 
knowledge  which  our  feamen  had 
of  that  bay,  as  well  as  of  the 
whole  coaif,  afforded  them  the 
greateft  advantages  in  the  execu¬ 
tion.  The  difficulty  lay  in  con¬ 
ducing  the  furprize  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  fhould  prevent  the  enemy 
from  having  time  to  deftroy  the 
fhipping.  To  facilitate  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  commodore  took  the 
charge  of  pilotage  upon  himfelf; 
and  running  in  under  the  fhore  in 
the  night,  and  judging  his  diftance 
only  by  the  lead,  he  was  enabled 
by  traverfes  to  turn  into  Saldanha 
Bay  betimes  in  the  morning ;  and 
was  fo  alert  and  rapid  in  his  move¬ 
ments,  that  though  the  enemy 
were  appreheniive  of  their  danger, 
and  had  kept  their  fore- top-fails 
bent  in  preparation,  yet  they  had 
fcarcely  time,  from  the  difeovery 
to  the  coming  up  of  the  Britifh. 
fhips,  to  loofe  them,  to  cut  their 
cables,  and  to  run  the  veffels  on 
fhore.  The  boats  being  inflantly 
manned,  the  feamen  with  their 
ufual  alacrity  boarded  the  fhips, 
which  were  already  fet  on  fire  by 
the  enemy,  and  had  the  fortune 
to  extinguifh  the  flames,  and  to 
fave  four  large  fhips,  from  icoo 
to  jioo  tons  each;  but  the  fire 
raged  with  fuch  fury  in  the  Mid- 
dleburgh,  of  equal  burthen,  that 
all  their  efforts  to  fave  her  were 
ineffectual,  and  fhe  blew  up  in 
lefs  than  ten  minutes  after  the 
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boats  had  abandoned  her ;  but  by 
a  mod  extraordinary  exertion  of 
labour  and  courage,  they  towed 
her  out  Hern  foremoft,  and  thereby 
faved  the  other  prizes  from  de- 
ftru&ion.  it  was  a  matter  of  fome 
curiofity,  to  fee  General  Meadows 
perfonally  affifting  in  this  danger¬ 
ous  fervice,  which  was.  fo  entirely 
foreign  to  his  profeffiona!  line  of 
aCtion. 

A  remarkable  inftance  here  oc¬ 
curred,  of  the  miferies  to  which 
royalty,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind,  is  at  times  liable,  and  of  the 
ruin  which  generally  attends  all  in¬ 
timate  connections  between  weak 
ftates  and  the  more  powerful ;  which 
becomes  ftill  more  inevitable,  and 
the  calamity  infinitely  more  grie¬ 
vous,  if  the  ftronger  is,  under  any 
pretence,  admitted  to  gain  a  hold 
and  footing  in  the  country  of  the 
weaker. 

A  boat  was  feen  rowing  from, 
the  fhore  to  the  commodore’s  fhip, 
filled  with  people  in  the  eaftern 
garb,  who,  while  yet  at  a  diftance, 
made  the  moft  humiliating  figns  of 
fupplication.  Thefe  were  no  lefs 
than  the  two  kings  of  Ternate 
and  Tidore  (two  of  the  valuable 
fpice  iflands)  with  the  princes  of 
their  refpeCtive  families,  who  had 
been  long  expiating,  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  mifery,  thofe  bleffings  of 
nature,  which  had  rendered  their 
countries  the  objeCts  of  foreign 
ambition  and  avarice.  -Thefe  un¬ 
happy  princes  having,  upon  force 
jealoufy  or  fufpicicn,  been  de- 
pofed  by  the  Dutch,  had,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  harfti  and  cruel  maxims 
which  have  ever  dif'graced  their 
government  in  the  Eaft,  for  feve- 
ral  years  been  confined  within  the 
limits  of  a  parched  and  defolate 
iftand  near  this  place,  which  ferves 
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as  a  common  prifon  and  receptacle 
for  malefactors  and  criminals  of  all 
degrees  and  countries,  from  their 
various  fettle  merits  in  India ;  where 
thefe  royal  perfonages,  with  their 
families,  were.  Without  regard  to 
fex  or  quality,'  obliged  to  herd 
lipon  equal  terms  with  the  mod 
profligate  and  abandoned  of  the 
human  race.  It  feems  they  had 
been  lately  removed  upon  fome 
occaii'on  from  the  ifland  to  the 
continent  j  and  feizing  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  the  prefent  moment 
of  terror  and  confufion  afforded  to 
efcape  from  bondage,  they  flew  for 
refuge  and  protection  to  the  Engliih 
fquadron. 

The  prizes  being  got  afloat,  and 
their  principal  fails,  which  had 
been  carefully  hidden,  fortunate¬ 
ly  recovered,  they  required  blit 
little  delay  in  their  equipment* 
which  had  been  already  completed 
/or  their  homeward  voyage.  The 
commodore  accordingly  (as  the 
great  object  of  his  expedition  had 
failed)  with  the  Romney,  and  mo  ft 
of  the  frigates,  returned  with  his 
valuable  prizes  to  Europe.  The 
reft  of  the  fleet,  with  General 
Meadows  and  the  troops,  proceed¬ 
ed  on  their  deftined  courfe  to  the 
Eaft-Indies.  In  that  marked  courfe 
of  ill  fortune,  which  has  almoft 
conftantly  attended  us  during  this 
war,  one  of  the  prizes  was  loft 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Channel, 
and  a  number  of  brave  feamen 
perifhed  in  her.  This  expedition 
afforded  much  matter  of  difcufiio* 
at  home.  , 

The  fury  of  the  Spaniards  feem- 
ed  exhaufted  before  Gibraltar,  and 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  fum- 
mer,  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
quiet  prevailed  on  both  fides.  The 
works  were  found  by  experience 


fuperior  to  all  their  efforts,  the 
garrifon  held  their  fire  in  con¬ 
tempt,  and  the  town  being  de- 
ftroyed/  and  the  inhabitants  gone, 
no  gratification  remained  to  re¬ 
venge.  The  gun-b'oats  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  troublefome  at  night  * 
but  the  governor  having  received 
fome  cannon  of  a  very  long  bore, 
which  were  fent  for  the  purpofe 
from  England,  and  they,  with  a 
number  of  mortars*  being  fixed  on 
the  nCareft  batteries,  their  fliot,  as 
well  as  the  (hells,  reached  to  the 
very  centre  of  the  Spanifh  camp ; 
and  it  being  fooft  obferved,  that 
thefe  were  only  fired  in  return  for 
the  infolence  of  the  boats,  the  Spa- 
nilh  commanders  found  it  conve¬ 
nient  to  reftrain  the  one,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obviate  the  mifchief  aad  con¬ 
fufion  occafioned  by  the  other;  fo 
that  by  a  fort  of  tacit  convention* 
hofiilities,  for  fome  time,  ceafed  on 
both  fides. 

But  during  this  calm.  Genera! 
Elliot,  whofe  eftablilhed  charac¬ 
ter  of  prudence,  caution,  and  the 
greateft  tendernefs  for  the  lives  of 
his  men,  was  capable  of  lulling 
the  moft  watchful  enemy  into  fe- 
curity,  was  meditating  a  heavy  blow 
upon  the  Spanifh  camp.  It  was 
not  apprehended,  that  a  commander 
who  was  fo  great  an  ceconomift 
even  of  his  ammunition,  as  well  as. 
of  every  thing  elfe,  need  be  fuf- 
peCted  of  great,  daring,  and  ha¬ 
zardous  enterprize.  The  event  how¬ 
ever  (hewed,  that  the  moft  prudent 
caution,  and  the  boldeft  enterprize, 
when  under  the  direction  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  judgment,  were  per¬ 
fectly  confident. 

General  Elliot  feeing  that  the 
enemy ’s  ftupendous  works  were 
now,  after  immenfe  labour  and 
expence,  arrived  at  their  higfieft 
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Ante  of  perfection,  confidered  this 
as  the  proper  feafon  of  attempting 
at  once  to  fruftrate  all  their  views, 
by  attacking,  itorming,  and  de- 
flroying  them.  The  defign  was 
glorious,  and  the  objed  great. 

The  time  being  fixed,  and  all 
the  arrangements  made,  a  itrong 
detachment  iffued  from  the  garri- 
fon,  upon  the  fetting  of  the  moon, 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  27th  of  November,  1781. 
The  troops  were  divided  in  three 
columns,  the  centre  being  led  by 
the  Hanoverian  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Dackenhaufen ;  the  column 
on  the  right,  by  Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel  Hugo,  of  the  fame  corps ; 
and  that  on  the  left,  by  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Trig,  of  the  12th 
regiment.  The  referve  was  led 
by  Major  Maxwell,  of  the  73d ; 
a  party  of  feamen,  in  two  divi- 
fions,  by  the  Lieutenants  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Muckle,  of  the  Brilliant 
and  Porcupine  royal  frigates  ;  and 
the  whole  body  was  commanded  by 
Brigadier- General  Rofs.  Each 
column  was  formed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order;  an  advanced  corps;  a 
body  of  pioneers  ;  a  party  of  ar¬ 
tillery  men,  carrying  combufti- 
bles ;  a  fuflaining  corps ;  and  a 
referve  in  the  rear.  The  pioneers 
of  the  left  column  were  feamen. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded  the  il- 
lence  and  order  of  the  march,  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  of  the  attack,  or 
the  nice  and  exad  combination  of 
all  the  parts.  The  whole  exterior 
front  of  the-  enemy’s  works  was  at 
the  fame  infiant  every  where  at¬ 
tacked,  and  the  ardour  of  the 
troops'  was  in  every  place  irrefifl- 
ible.  The  Spaniards,  aftonifhed, 
and  difmayed  by  the  fury  of  the 
aflailants,  gave  way  on  every  fide ; 
and  were  foon  obliged  entirely, 
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and  with  the  utmoft  precipitation, 
to  abandon  thofe  prodigious  works,; 
which  had  coll  fo  much  labour, 
time  and  expence  in  the  con- 
ftrudion,  and.  in  whofe  expeded 
effect,  the  hopes  of  all  Spain  were 
centered.  The  moll  wonderful 
exertions  were  made  by  the  pio¬ 
neers  and  artillery  men,  who 
fpread  their  fire  with  fuch  afto- 
nifhing  rapidity,  that  in  half  an 
hour,  two  mortar  batteries  of  ten 
thirteen  inch  mortars,  and  three 
batteries  of  heavy  cannon,  with 
all  the  lines  of  approach,  commu¬ 
nication,  and  traverfe,  were  in 
flames,  and  every  thing  fubjedl  to 
the  adion  of  fire>  was  finally  re¬ 
duced  to  afhes.  The  mortars  and 
cannon  were  fpiked,  and  their 
beds,  carriages,  and  platforms  de- 
ftroyed.  The  magazines  blew  up 
one  after  another  in  the  courfe  of 
the  conflagration. 

The  fugitives  from  the  works 
feemed  to  communicate  their  own 
confufion  to  the  whole  Spanilh 
camp.  They  continued  tame 
fpedators  of  the  havock  that  was 
made,  without  an  effort  to  fave  or 
to  avenge  their  works,  unlefs,  that 
an  ill  direded  and  ineffedive  fire  of 
round  and  grape  fhot,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  directions  towards  the  fcene 
of  deftrudion,  might  be  confidered 
as  either.  The  whole  fervice  was 
performed,  and  the  detachment 
returned  to  the  garrifon,  before 
day-break ;  it  not  exceeding  two 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  de-» 
parture.  Their  lofs  was  too  in- 
confiderable  to  be  mentioned* 
The  deftrudion  which  they  made 
among  the  enemy  in  the  works, 
could  not,  from  the  darknefs,  and 
that  rapidity  of  adion  which  af¬ 
forded  no  time  for  obfervation,  be 
eflimated;  but  it  was  evidently 
[//]  con- 
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considerable.  A  wounded  Spanifh 
©fticer  of  quality,  and  a  few  pri¬ 
vate  men,  were  brought  in  pri¬ 
soners.  The  former  died  in  Gib¬ 
raltar,  and  the  kindnefs  and  ten- 
dernefs  with  which  he  was  treated, 
were  acknowledged  by  the  Spanifn 
commanders. 

It  was  no  fmall  confolation,  in 
the  midft  of  the  mod  lofMig  and 
Unfortunate  war  in  which  England 
had  ever  been  involved,. that  over¬ 
borne  as  fhe  was  by  the  multitude 
of  her  enemies  on  all  iides,  lhe 
Suffered  no  diminution  of  her  an¬ 
cient  military  and  naval  renown* 
which  was  upheld  in  its  full  luftre, 
by  the  greatefl  exertions  of  valour 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

We  have  formerly  had  oecaflon 
to  obferve,  that  the  war  with 
Great-Britasn  was  by  no  means  a 
popular  ad  in  Spain,  and  was  ge¬ 
nerally  confidered  rather  as  a  court 
meafure,  originating  under  the 
influence  of  French  counfels,  than 
as  the  refult  of  a  policy  founded 
®n  the  real  interefls  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  The  little  fuccefs,  and  the 
Immenfe  expence  with  which  it 
had  hitherto  been  attended,  could 
not  but  increafe  the  public  diffa- 
tisfaftion ;  and  the  court  itfelf 
feemed  at  length  to  conceive  a 
jealoufy,  that  France  had  been 
more  attentive  to  other  objedls 
during  the  war,  than  to  thcfe 
which  were  fo  interefting  and  fo 
dear  to  itfelf.  It  was  neceffary 
for  the  court  of  Ver failles  to  re¬ 
move  thefe  impreflions ;  and  as 
neither  Jamaica  or  Gibraltar 
could  afford  any  fuch  opportunity 
for  the  prefent,  the  fequeftered 
ifland  of  Minorca,  which,  from 
the  nature  and  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  the  war,  was  almoft  cut 
©ff  from  the  poflibility  of  fuccour. 


could  not  efcape  obfervation,  as* 
the  objed  immediately  offering  for 
the  purpofe.  Excepting  the  two 
former  places,  nothing  could  be 
more  flattering  to  the  court,  or 
gratifying  to  the  people  of  Spain, 
than  the  recovery  of  that  ifland. 
Nor  was  it  lei s  flattering  to  the 
pride  and  ambition  of  France* 
that,  at  the  very  time  when  her 
fleet  was  deciding  the  American 
war,  and  dealing  out  the  relative 
deftiny  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
colonies,  ihe  fhould  eflablilh  fo 
lafting  a  memorial  of  her  naval 
fuperiority  in  Europe.  The  war 
with  Holland  had  ftill  farther  di¬ 
vided  the  naval  force  of  England* 
which,  called  upon  to  fuch  re¬ 
mote  aad  various  fervices,  was  ne- 
ceffarily  unequal  to  great  and"  fuc- 
cefsful  exertion,  in  any  given  point 
of  adiion. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  French 
commander  of  repute,  had  been 
taken  into  the  Spanilh  fervice,  and 
appointed  to  conduit  their  forces 
in  the  enterprize  againfl:  Minorca. 
And  in  conformity  with  this  de- 
lign,  M.  de  Guichen  failed  from 
Brefl,  near  the  end  of  June,  with 
a  powerful  fquadron  of  eighteen 
capital  Blips  (of  which  four  were 
of  the  greatefl;  dimenfions,  and 
carried  no  guns  each)  in  order  to 
join  the  Spanifh  fleet,  and  fupport 
the  invaflon.  The  not  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  intercept  this  fleet,  or  at 
leaft  to  prevent  a  junction  fo  full 
of  danger,  and  which  could  not 
then  but  be  refifllefs,  were  matters 
which  occaficned  great  complaints 
againfl:  the  admiralty  in  England, 
and  afforded  a  new  handle  for  en¬ 
deavours  to  bring  on  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  enquiry  into  the  conduit 
of  the  firfl  lord  of  that  depart¬ 
ment  ;  but  which  proved  as  inef¬ 
fectual 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [115 


fe&ual  in  the  attempt,  as  the 
many  others  of  the  fame  nature, 
which  had  been  fo  repeatedly  foiled 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  The  friends  of  that  noble¬ 
man  vindicated  his  condufl,  by 
averting  the  impracticability  of 
blocking  up  a  fleet  in  Breil,  arid 
by  reprefenting  the  danger  to 
which  our  homeward-bound  con¬ 
voys  would  have  been  expofed, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  weftern 
or  channel  fleet  on  fo  fruitlefs  a 
defign. 

The  combined  fleets  failed  from 
Cadiz  with  about  io,cob  Spa- 
nifli  troops,  before  the  end  of  July. 
The  French  had  been  reinforced 
by  the  Majeftueux,  of  no  guns, 
and  fome  other  lhips  of  the  line ; 
and  were  commanded,  befides  the 
Count  de  Guichen,  by  Monfrs,  de 
Beauflet,  and  De  la  Motte  Picquet. 
The  Spanifli  fleet  amounted  to 
about  30  fail  of  the  line,  and  was 
commanded  by  Don  Lewis  of  Cor¬ 
dova,  and  Don  M.  de  Gallon. 
The  army  effe&ed  its  landing  at 
Minorca,  without  oppofition,  on 
the  20th  of  Auguft ;  and  was  not 
long  after  joined  by  fix  regiments 
from  Toulon,  under  the  conduCl 
of  Major  General  Count  de  Fal- 
kenhayn,  who  was  deemed  one  of 
the  bell  officers  in  the  French  fer- 
vice.  The  garrifon  was  weak, 
eonflUing  only  of  two  Englifh  and 
two  Hanoverian  regiments ;  and 
what  was  little  to  be  expeCled  in 
that  healthy  climate,  and  dry 
rocky  country,  was  exceedingly 
iickly,  and  particularly  affliiSted 
with  the  fcurvy,  during  the  fiege. 
It  was*  however,  commanded  by 
two  diftinguilhed  officers.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Murray,  formerly 
governor  of  Quebec,  now  held  the 
fame  rank  in  Minorca;  and  was 


feconded  by  Major-General  Sir 
William  Draper,  who  commanded 
at  the  conquell  of  Manilla  in  the 
la  11  war. 

The  combined  fleets  were  con¬ 
tented  with  feeing  the  troops  fafe 
into  the  Mediterranean ;  and  then 
trufling  them  to  a  fmall  convoy, 
returned  with  diligence,  to  the 
amount,  as  it  was  faid,  of  49  lhips 
of  the  line,  to  cruize  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Englilh  channel.  Though 
this  was  an  eftedlual  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  any  fuccour  from  being 
fent  to  Minorca,  the  enemy  had 
other  objefls  in  view.  They  hoped 
to  intercept  fome  of  our  great 
homeward-bound  convoys,  which 
were  then  every  day  eXpe£led ; 
and  a  very  large  outward  -  bound 
fleet,  which  was  on  the  point  of 
its  departure  from  Gorjce,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  held  out  a  flmilar  tempta¬ 
tion.  Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  general  alarm  and  confix- 
lion,  which  it  was  expedled  their 
appearance  in  the  Channel,  at  fo 
critical  a  feafon,  would  occafion 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  was  by  any 
means  overlooked  in  the  defign. 

Ou#  intelligence  was  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  bad,  that  no  information  of 
this  naval  manoeuvre  was  obtain¬ 
ed,  nor  was  the  defign  even  fuf- 
pe&ed,  until  the  combined  fleets 
were  arrived  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel,  and  had  formed  a  line 
from  Ufliant  to  the  iflar.ds  of 
Sciily,  in  order  to  bar  its  en¬ 
trance  ;  fo  that  Admiral  Darby, 
who  was  then  at  fea  with  only  21 
lhips  of  the  line,  was  on  the  point 
of  falling  in  with  them,  when  the 
accidental  meeting  of  a  neutral 
velfel,  afforded  him  notice  of  their 

fituation.  In^  thefe  24th, 

unexpected  circum-  0 
llances  he  returned  to  Torbay, 

[H]  2  where 
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where  he  moored  his  fquadron 
acrofs  the  entrance,  while  he 
waited  for  indrudions  from  the 
Admiralty  to  regulate  his  farther 
conduct.  He  was  foon  reinforced 
by  federal  {hips  from  different 
ports,  fo  that  his  fquadron  was 
increafed  to  30  fail  of  the  line, 
with  which  he  was  ordered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  fea  with  the  utmoll  expedi¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  expeded  Weft-Xndia  con¬ 
voy;  an  objed  for  which  he  was 
to  encounter  all  hazards  whatever; 
but  dill  with  fuch  a  view  to  the 
vad  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  as 
to  avoid,  fo  much  as  it  could  con¬ 
fidently  with  that  be  done,  the 
being  brought  to  a  clofe  and  deci- 
five  engagement.  The  delay  of 
waiting  for  reinforcement  and  in- 
ilrudions,  in  the  fir  ft  indance, 
and  contrary  winds  afterwards, 
detained  the  fleet  in  Torbay,  not- 
withdanding  the  urgency  of  the 
©ccafion,  until  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  great  alarm 
was  fpread  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
England,  with  refped  to  this  un-  - 
expeded  movement,  and  to  the 
•apprehended  defigns  of  the  enemy. 
The  great  outward  bound  fleet  for 
America  and  the  Wed-Indies,  was 
not  only  fuppofed  to  be  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  in  the  open  harbour  of 
Corke,  but  that  city  itfelf,  which 
Is  totally  unfortified,  and  which 
was  at  that  time  dored  with  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  providon,  was 
confidered  as  not  being  lefs  fo. 
The  regular  forces  in  that  king¬ 
dom  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
the  fouthward,  for  the  protedion 
of  that  city  and  coad  ;  and  the  pa¬ 
triotic  volunteers,  who  had  gain¬ 
ed  fo  much  honour  in  fupporting 
and  reclaiming  the  liberties  of 
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their  country,  now  {hewed  no  lefs 
patriotifm  in  their  immediate  offer 
to  government,  of  indantly  taking 
the  field,  and  of  marching  where- 
ever  their  fervices  fhould  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  its  defence. 

As  foon  as  the  commanders  of 
the  combined  fleets  had  received 
intelligence  of  Admiral  Darby’s 
pofition  in  Torbay,  and  of  the 
inferiority  of  his  force  in  point  of 
number,  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  on  the  quedion  of  attacking 
him  while  in  that  fituation.  It 
feems  they  were  under  orders  to 
fight,  if  the  occafion  offered  ;  but 
the  indrudions  were  thought  not 
to  reach  to  the  prefent  cafe,  which 
would  have  been  an  attack  on  the 
Englifh  fquadron,  in  a  bay 
(though  that  was  open)  upon  their 
own  coafts.  And,  under  this 
change  of  circumdance,  which 
their  indrudions  had  not  provided 
for,  it  was  fuppofed  that  they  were 
thereby  left  at  large,  to  the  free 
exercife  of  their  own  judgment 
and  difcretion. 

The  Count  de  Guichen  is  faid 
to  have  contended  drongly  for  an 
immediate  attack.  Ke  argued, 
that  the  Englifh  fleet  would  now 
be  caught,  as  it  were,  in  a  net; 
that  fuch  an  opportunity  of  com¬ 
plete  advantage  over  that  nation 
might  never  again  offer;  that  if, 
by  good  fortune,  and  the  valour  of 
the  combined  nations,  along  with 
the  powerful  aid  of  fire- (hips  (in  a 
fituation  where  they  were  capable 
of  producing  the  greated  podible 
effed)  that  fleet  was  happily  de- 
flroyed,  which  they  had  every 
realon  to  exped,  the  power  of 
Great-Britain  on  the  feas  would 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  war  decided 
at  a  blow.  Don  Vincent  Doz, 
the  third  of  the  Spanilh  com¬ 
manders. 
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manders,  ftrongly  fupported  this 
opinion  ;  he  afferted  that  the  de- 
ftroying  of  Darby’s  fleet  was  fo 
very  practicable,  that  it  would  be 
highly  difficult  to  julti fy  or  excufe 
their  not  making  the  attempt ; 
and  to  give  the  greater  effeCt  to 
his  fentiments,  he  boldly  offered 
to  command  the  van  fquadron,  and 
to  lead  on  the  attack  in  his  own 
Ihip. 

On  the  other  hand,  M.  de 
Beauffet,  a  French  officer  of  re¬ 
pute,  held  a  totally  contrary  opi¬ 
nion.  He  faid,  that  all  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  the  allies  derived 
from  their  fuperiority  of  force  and 
number,  would  be  given  up  and 
entirely  loft,  by  an  attack  upon 
Admiral  Darby’s  fleet  in  its  pre- 
fent  fttuation ;  that  the  whole  of 
the  combined  fleets  could  not  bear 
down  upon  him  in  a  line  of  battle 
a-breaft  ;  that  of  courle,  they  mull 
form  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  and 
go  down  upon  the  enemy  ftngly,  by 
which  they  would  run  the  greateft 
rifque  of  being  fhattered  and  torn 
to  pieces  before  they  could  get 
into  their  ftations,  by  the  fixed 
aim,  and  the  angular  fire  in  every 
direction,  of  fuch  a  number  of 
great  and  well  -  provided  ftiips, 
drawn  up  to  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage,  and  lying  moored  and  fteady 
in  the  water.  Fie  therefore  con¬ 
cluded,  that  as  the  attempt  on 
Torbay  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
a  meafure  unwarrantable  in  the 
defign,  and  exceedingly  hazard¬ 
ous  in  the  execution,  fo,  he  like- 
wife  thought,  that  the  allied  fleets 
fhould  direCc  their  whole  attention 
to  that  great  and  attainable  objeCt, 
of  intercepting  the  Englilh  home¬ 
ward  -  bound  Weft  -  India  fleets. 
This  was  a  meafure  which,  as 
they  were  now  mafters  of  the  fea, 


could  fcarcely  fail  of  fuccefs ;  and 
it  would  prove  a  blow  fo  fatal  to 
England,  as  fhe  could  not  recover 
during  the  war. 

Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  with 
all  the  Spanifh  flag  officers,  ex¬ 
cept  Doz,  coincided  entirely  in 
opinion  with  M.  de  Beauffet ;  fo 
that  M.  de  Guichen  being  either 
brought  over  to,  or  over-ruled  by 
the  majority,  the. idea  of  attacking 
Admiral  Darby  in  Torbay  was  en¬ 
tirely  renounced.  It  feefns  very 
probable,  that  a  recollection  of  the 
repeated  defeat  which  D’Eftaing 
met  with  in  his  attack  upon  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington’s  fmall  fquadron 
at  St.  Lucia,  had  no  fmall  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  determination  of 
this  council  of  war. 

It  has  fince  appeared  that  the 
combined  fleets  were  in  fuch  ex¬ 
ceeding  bad  condition,  that  had 
there  been  any  force  then  at  home 
in  England,  which  could,  with  any 
degree  of  propriety  in  refpeCt  to 
number,  at  all  face  them,  their 
ruin  muft  have  been  inevitable. 
They  were  originally  (the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  particular)  very  badly 
manned  ;  and  befldes  a  great  mor¬ 
tality,  which  had  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  voyage  and  cruize, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  flck 
in  both  fleets,  a  confiderable  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  ftiips  were  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  that  they  fcarcely  feemed 
capable  of  living  at  fea  in  any 
thing  of  a  ftrong  gale.  But 
though  the  French  fleet  was  in 
fufficiently  bad  condition,  the 
Spanifh  was,  in  all  ref  peels,  much 
worfe.  The  former  difcovered 
upon  this  occaflon,  that  their  new 
vaft  ftiips  of  110  guns  each,  (a 
conftruCtion  Which  they  had  run 
much  into  of  late)  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  unmanageable,  dangerous, 

[H]  3  and. 
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and,  in  their  prefenfc  ftate,  could 
be  of  very  little  Life  at  fea. 

The  hard  weather  which  came 
on  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
accordingly  fruftrated  all  their 
views ;  and  abandoning  all  hope 
of  intercepting  the  Britifh  con¬ 
voys,  they  were  glad  to  get  into 
port  as  foon  as  poffible.  M.  de 
Quicken  returned  to  Brell  with 
hi§  diviflon,  on  the  nth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  was  near  loflng  one 
of  his  greatefl  (hips  in  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour.  Whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  particular  etiquette 
of  the  French  with  refpedt  to  that 
great  naval  arfenal,  or  from  What¬ 
ever  other  caufe,  the  Spaniards 
were  obliged  to  proceed  dire&ly 
home,  though  feveral  of  their 
ibips  feemed’  fcarcely  capable  of 
reaching  their  own  coafts.  But 
the  condition  and  ^ircumilances  of 
the  combined  fleets  were’ little  ca¬ 
pable  of  iatisfying  the  people  of 
France,  with  refpedl  to  the  con- 
dud  of  thofe  commander's,  who 
had  oppofed  and  over-ruled  the 
opinion  of  Don  Vincent  Doz  in 
the  council  of  war.  The  coffee  - 
houfe  politicians  of  Paris  had 
taught  the  people  of  that  capital 
to  believe,  that  the  Englifh  fleet 
could  not  efcape  being  either  de- 
flroyed  or  taken  in  Torbay^  and 
fo  flattering  an  iiluflon  being 
eagerly  fw  alio  wed,  they  could 
now  hardly  brook  the  difappoint- 
jnent,  and  were  particularly  vio¬ 
lent  in  their  cenfare  and’  invedive. 
The  Count  de  Guiclien  did  riot  • 
efcape  his  full  fhare  Of  thefe,  be¬ 
ing  particularly  blamed  for  Buffer¬ 
ing  any  difeliffion  to  'arife, :  upon 
the  quell  jon  of  obedience  to  Ills 
general  irifl'rudions  for  ‘  lighting 
and  the  prejudice  '  was  fo  ftfong, 
that  the  rank  and  popularity  of 


the  Count  d’Artois,  (the  kingT 
brother)  who  led  him  arm  in  arm 
into  his  own  box  at  the  playhoufe* 
was  fcarcely  fumcient  to  fave  hint 
from  infult. 

The  arrival  of  the  We  ft -India 
trade  was  fo  much  later  than  had 
been  expeded,  that  Admiral  Darby 
kept  the  fea  until  the  month  of 
November,  and  it  was  probably 
his  attention  to  that  important  ob- 
jed,  which  prevented  his  falling 
in  with  a  rich  Spanish  flota,  that 
in  the  intermediate  time  return¬ 
ed  from  America,  and  brought  a 
large  fupply  of  treafure  to  Spain, 
which  was  then  not  a  little  want¬ 
ed.  It  feemed  almoft  remarkable, 
that  neither  the  combined  fleets 
nor  the  British,  had  taken  a  Angle 
prize  during  the  long  term  they 
had  been  refpedively  at  fea. 

The  war  had  hitherto  Ianguiih- 
ed,  in  Europe  as  well  as  every 
where  elfe,  on  the  fide  of  Holland, 
Their  fleets  were  not  only  in  very 
bad  condition,  but  they  aftonifhed 
the  world  by  the  difeovery  of  a 
weaknefs  little  thought  of,  con- 
filling  in  a  deficiency  of  feamen, 
and  a  total  want  of  naval  llores  * 
in  both  of  which  they  had  ever 
been  held  to  abound  beyond  any 
other  nation,  England  only  ex¬ 
cepted.  The  vicinity  and  fltu- 
ation  of  their  ports,  along  With 
that  Hate  of  preparation  which 
they  were  Hill  capable  of  making, 
proved,  however,  a  great  check 
upon  the  naval  operations  of 
Great-Britain  through  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  and  prevented  fome 
of  thofe  vigorous  exertions  which 
might  have  been  otherwise  made 
again!!  her  former  enemies.  It 
was  neceflary  to  keep  a  fquadron 
in  the  Downs,  as  well  to  watch5 
their  motions  in  general,  as.  to 
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prevent  their  intercourfe  with  the 
Southern  parts  of  Europe.  And 
it  was  dill  more  effentially  necef- 
fiary  to  have  fuch  a  force  in  the 
North  Seas,  as  would  be  capable 
of  ruining  their  immenfe  com¬ 
merce  on  that  fide,  and  of  effec¬ 
tually  protecting  our  own;  in 
eluding  the  farther  great  object, 
of  preventing  the  poflibility  of  re¬ 
storing  their  marine,  by  cutting 
off  their  only  fources  of  every 
kind  of  naval  fupply. 

This  very  important  fervice  was 
committed  to  the  conduCl  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Hyde  Parker,  a  veteran 
commander  of  eilablifhed  repute, 
who  failed  from  Portfmouth,  in 
the  beginning  of  June,  with  four 
(hips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty 
guns,  for  the  North  Sea.  In  the 
mean  time,  Holland  drained  every 
nerve  for  the  equipment  of  fuch 
a  force,  as  might,  at  lead,  be  able 
to  convoy  their  outward  bound 
trade  to  the  Baltic,  and  to  proteCl 
it  on  its  return,  if  not  to  inter¬ 
cept  ours,  and  to  become  entirely 
mailers  of  the  North  Seas.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  fome  days 
after  the  middle  of  July,  that  Ad¬ 
miral  Zoutman,  and  Commodore 
Kindfbergen,  failed  from  the 
Texel,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  protedion.  Their  force  con- 
filled  of  eight  Ihips  of  the  line, 
from  54  to  74  guns,  of  ten  fri¬ 
gates,  and  five  Hoops.  Several  of 
the  frigates  were  very  large,  and 
carried  an  unufual  weight  of  me¬ 
tal.  The  Argo,  carried  44  guns, 
and  five  more  carried  36  guns  each. 
They  were  joined  by  the  Churles- 
Town,  an  American  frigate  of  an 
extraordinary  conftruCtion,  the  be¬ 
ing  as  long  and  large  as  a  fhip  ol 
the  line,  with  feveral  hundred 
men  on  board,  and  thirty-fix  42 
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pounders  upon  one  deck ;  a  weight 
of  metal,  in  fuch  a  compafs  and 
fituation,  which,  it  was  thought, 
few  fingle  Ihips  could  long  with- 
ffand.  She  took  this  opportunity 
of  iailing  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  in 
order  to  go  north  about,  on  her 
way  home. 

Admiral  Parker  was  on  his  re¬ 
turn  with  a  great  convoy  from  El- 
iineur.  He  had  been  joined  by 
feveral  frigates  iince  he  left  Portf¬ 
mouth,  and  by  the  Dolphin  of 
44  guns ;  and,  in  this  mod  criti¬ 
cal  and  dangerous  conjuncture, 
was  very  timely  and  fortunately 
reinforced  by  the  junction  of  Com¬ 
modore  Keith  Stuart,  in  the  Ber¬ 
wick  of  74  guns,  who  had  been 
for  fome  time  on  the  coalt  of  Scot¬ 
land.  The  fquadron  now  con¬ 
fided  of  fix  (hips  of  the  line,  of 
which  the  Princefs  Amelia  carried 
80  guns,  the  Fortitude  (which  was 
the  Admiral’s  own  fhip)  and  the 
Berwick,  74  each,  the  Bienraifant 
64,  the  old  Buffalo  60,  and  the 
Prefion  50  guns;  but  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  enemy,  obliged  the 
admiral  to  take  the  Dolphin,  of 
44  guns,  into  his  line.  Of  this 
force,  the  two  feventy- fours  were 
by  much  the  bed  ihips.  The 
Princefs  Amelia,  though  a  three- 
decker,  was  fo  very  old  and  weak, 
that  her  metal  had  been  reduced 
to  the  rate  of  a  50  gun  fhip,  her 
lower-deck  guns  being  only  24 
pounders ;  and  the  Buffalo,  be- 
fides  being  old,  was  of  fo  bad  a 
condruCtion,  that  fhe  had  fome 
years  before  been  discharged  from 
the  fervice,  and  employed  as  a 
ftore-fhip  in  America. 

The  hoilile  fleets  came  in  fight 
of  each  other  on  the  Dogger-Bank, 
very  early  in  the  morning  ol  the 
5th  of  Augufl,  1781.  Though 
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one  of  the  Dutch  line-of-battle 
fhips  had,  through  fome  accident, 
returned  to  port,  yet,  as  the  Argo 
of  44  guns  was  fubftituted  in  her 
place,  their  line  hill  confided  of 
eight  two  decked  Ihips.  Admiral 
Parker  perceiving  the  number  and 
ftrength  of  the  enemy’s  frigates, 
detached  the  convoy,  with  orders 
to  keep  their  wind,  fending  his 
own  frigates  along  with  them  for 
their  protection ;  and  as  foon  as 
this  difpofiticn  was  made,  he 
threw  out  a  general  fignal  to  the 
fquadron  to  chace  the  enemy. 
The  Dutch  were  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  fhun  the  conflict ;  they 
likewife  detached  their  convoy  to 
fome  diftance,  when  they  drew  up 
with  great  coolnefs  in  order  of 
battle,  and  waited  the  fhock  with 
the  utmoft  compofure.  This  ac¬ 
tion,  though  upon  a  fmall  fcale, 
was  conducted  and  fought  in  luch 
a  manner,  that  it  recals  frefh  to 
the  mind  thofe  dreadful  fea- fights 
between  England  and  Holland 
which  the  laft  century  witneffed ; 
and  which  feem  to  indicate,  that 
thofe  nations  contend  with  the 
greateft  animofity,  whofe  in  ter  ell 
it  is  not  to  contend  at  all. 

None  of  that  manoeuvring  was 
now  praCtifed  on  either  fide, 
through  which  the  French  in  the 
prefent  war,  have  eluded  the  com¬ 
plete  decifion  of  fo  many  naval 
aClions.  The  parties  were  equally 
determined  to  fight  it  out  to  the 
laft ;  a  gloomy  filence,  exprefiive 
of  the  moil  fixed  determination, 
prevailed;  and  not  a  fingle  gun 
was  fired,  until  the  hoftile  fleets 
were  within  little  more  than  piftol 
fhot  diftance.  Admiral  Parker, 
in  the  Fortitude,  then  ranging 
a-breaft  of  Mr.  Zoutman’s  fhip, 
tJie  Admiral  Ruyter,  the  aCliqn 
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was  commenced  with  the  utmoft 
fury  and  violence  on  both  fides. 
The  cannonade  continued  with¬ 
out  intermi  flion  for  three  hours 
and  forty  minutes.  Some  of  our 
Ihips  fired  2,500  fhot  each.  The 
efteCl  of  the  ancient  naval  emula¬ 
tion  was  eminently  difplayed  in 
the  obftinacy  of  the  battle. 

The  Dutch  fhip s  were  much  fu¬ 
perior  in  weight  of  metal  to  the 
Englifh  of  the  fame  rates.  This 
difference,  however,  was  but  lit¬ 
tle  confidered ;  but  their  heavy 
frigates,  as  well  as  the  Charles- 
Town,  having  intermixed  with 
their  line,  took  a  very  effeClive 
part  in  the  aCtion,  and*  did  much 
mifchief  by  raking  our  fhips,  and 
firing  at  their  rigging,  while 
clofeiy  and  defperateiy  engaged 
with  a  fuperior  enemy.  Such  re¬ 
turns  were,  however,  at  length 
made,  that,  they  paid  dearly  for 
their  temerity ;  and  the  Charles- 
Town,  among  others,  fufrered  fo 
feverely,  that  it  was  long  fup- 
pofed  fhe  had  gone  down,  either  in, 
or  foon  after  the  aCfion. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  term 
we  have  ftated,  the  fhips  were  fo 
ruined  on  both  fides,  that  they 
lay  like  logs  upon  the  water,  and 
were  incapable  of  anfv/ering  fo 
much  command,  as  would  keep 
them  within  the  diftance  neceflary 
for  mutual  annoyance  ;  while  the 
combatants  were  unwillingly  fe- 
parated.  by  the  mere  a&ion  of  the 
water.  The  Englifh  fhips  were 
chiefly  wounded  in  their  malls  and 
rigging,  which  rendered  them  in¬ 
capable  of  purfuing  and  profiting 
of  their  vi&ory ;  but  as  they  fired 
entirely  at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy, 
arjd  by  their  fuperior  alertnefs  and 
expedition  difcharged  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  Dipt,  the 

greater 
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greater  part  of  the  Dutch  fhips 
were  fo  woefully  torn,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they  were 
kept  above  water,  until  they  reach¬ 
ed,  feparately,  and  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs,  (notwithftanding  the  aid  of 
their  numerous  frigates)  fuch  of 
their  own  neareft  ports  as  they 
could  firft  fetch.  But  the  Hollan- 
dia,  of  68  guns,  and  one  of  their 
bed  Blips,  went  down  in  the  night 
of  the  engagement ;  and  the  dan¬ 
ger  was  fo  fudden  and  extreme,  that 
the  crew  were  reduced  to  the  me¬ 
lancholy  neceffity  of  abandoning 
their  wounded  in  quitting  the  ffiip. 
Her  topmafts,  though  (he  was  funk 
in  22  fathoms,  being  Hill  above 
v-ater,  and  her  pendant  flying,  Ihe 
was  difcovered  in  the  morning  by 
one  of  the  Englifh  frigates,  who 
ftruck,  and  brought  off  her  colours 
as  a  trophy. 

The  adlion  was  very  bloody. 
Even  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh, 
who  were  by  much  the  leaft  Of¬ 
ferers,  in  that  refpedl,  104  men 
were  killed,  and  339  wounded,  in 
the  feven  fhips.  Of  theie,  20  were 
killed,  and  67  wounded,  in  the  For¬ 
titude  only.  The  lofs  in  the  Ber¬ 
wick,  Princefs  Amelia,  and  Buf¬ 
falo,  was  not  much  lefs.  The 
death  of  the  gallant  Capt.  Macart¬ 
ney  (who  left  a  widow  and  large 
family  unprovided  for)  was  much 
regretted.  His  fon,  a  boy  of  feven 
years  old,  was  by  his  fide  when  he 
was  killed  ;  and  his  fortitude,  as  well 
upon  that  occafion,  as  through  the 
whole  adtion,  aftonifhed  the  boldeft 
feamen  in  the  (hip.  Capt.  Graeme, 
who  fought  the  Dolphin  with  the 
greateft  valour,  loft  an  arm,  and  his 
fhip’s  company  fuffered  confider- 
ably.  Mr.  Harrington,  one  of  the 
admiral’s  lieutenants,  an  officer  of 
forty  years  fervice,  and  of  the  moft 
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diftinguifhcd  merit,  was  mortally 
wounded.  Though  this  gentleman 
poffelfed  an  affluent  fortune,  and 
that  his  promotion  had  by  no  means 
correfponded  with  his  merit,  yet 
he  nobly  difdained  to  withdraw  his 
profeflional  abilities  from  the  fer¬ 
vice  and  defence  of  his  country,  in 
this  trying  feafon.  Other  brave 
officers  fell  in  this  adlion ;  and  the 
proportion  of  the  wounded  to  the 
number  engaged  was  very  confi- 
derable.  Admiral  Parker’s  letter, 
giving  an  account  of  the  adlion, 
was  diftinguifhed  by  its  concifenefs 
and  bluntnefs,  by  its  modefty  with 
refpect  to  his  own  fide,  and  by  the 
full  honour  which  it  pays  to  the 
valour  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch 
gazettes  tarnifhed  the  honour  which 
their  countrymen  had  defervedly 
obtained  in  battle,  by  the  exag¬ 
gerated  accounts  which  they  con¬ 
tained,  and  the  gafconades  with 
which  they  were  fluffed.  The  truth, 
however,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe,  in 
defpite  of  authorized  mifreprefen- 
tation,  by  degrees  appeared.  The 
confequences  fufficiently  told  their 
defeat.  Exclufive  of  the  total  lofs 
of  the  Hollandia,  two,  at  leaft,  of 
their  capital  fhips  were  fo  totally 
ruined  in  the  engagement,  as  to  be 
declared  incapable  of  farther  fer¬ 
vice.  Their  lofs  of  men,  which 
was  reprefented  as  being  more 
trifling,  than  appeared  confident 
with  their  own  accounts  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  adlion,  and  of  the  da¬ 
mage  done  to  their  fhips,  appears, 
by  authenticated  private  intelli¬ 
gence,  to  have  exceeded  1100  men, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  funk.  Their 
convoy,  as  w'ell  as  the  fhips  of  war, 
returned  home,  fcattered,  and  in 
great  diforder  and  confufion  ;  every 
idea  of  profecuting  the  voyage  to 
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the  Baltic,  was  of  neceflity  given 
up;  all  means  of  procuring  naval 
Bores  cut  off;  and  that  immenfe 
carrying  trade  between  the  northern 
and  font  hern  nations  of  Europe, 
which,  along  with  their  fifheries, 
had  been  the  great  fource  of  the 
Hutch  power  and  wealth,  was, 
along  with  them,  for  this  year, 
annihilated. 

As  this  was  the  Arfl  naval  adion 
ef  any  value  or  cpnfequence,  in 
which  Holland  had  been  engaged 
for  much  the  greater  part  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  the  States  General  were  be¬ 
yond  meafure  liberal  in  the  praife, 
rewards  and  honours,  which  they 
beftowed  upon  their  officers.  Ad¬ 
miral  Zoutman,  and  Commodore 
JGndfbergen,  were  immediately 
promoted;  and  mod,  if  not  all  of 
the  flrfl  and  fecond  captains,  as 
well  as  feverai  of  the  lieutenants, 
were  either  rifen  in  rank  and  com¬ 
mand,  or  Battered  with  fome  pecu¬ 
liar  mark  of  diflindion.  The  gal¬ 
lant  Count  Bentinck,  who  bravely 
fought  the  Batavia,  and  who, 
though  mortally  wounded,  and  in¬ 
formed  that  his  ffiip  was  in  danger 
©f  finking,  would  not  liken  to  a 
propofal  for  quitting  his  Bation,  was 
foothed  in  his  laft  moments  by  every 
mark  of  honour,  and  teftimony  of 
regard,  which  his  country  and  his 
prince  could  be  Bow.  In  the  few 
days  that  he  lived  after  being  put 
a-ihore,  he  was  created  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  of  Holland  and  WeB  Friefland, 
and  appointed  Adjutant  General  to 
the  Prince  Stadtholder;  and  his  fu¬ 
neral  was  not  more  honourable  to 
the  brave  dead,  than  to  the  grateful 
living. 

In  England,  though  the  conduct 
and  valour  difplayed  in  this  adion 
met  with  great  and  general  appro¬ 
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bation,  yet  the  imputed  negled  in 
government  or  the  admiralty,  of 
furnilhing  Admiral  Parker  with  st 
force  equal  to  the  accompliffiment 
of  the  great  objeds  which  he  had  in 
view,  excited  no  lefs  general  difla- 
tisfadion.  This  was  not  likely  to 
be  leffened  by  the  prevalent  opi¬ 
nion,  that  his  want  of  fupport  pro- 
ceeded  merely  from  the  fuppofec! 
circumBance  of  his  not  being  a  fa¬ 
vourite  ;  a  fituation  indeed,  how¬ 
ever  ufeful  or  flattering,  to  which 
his  difpofition  and  habits  were  by 
no  means  likely  to  lead  him.  It 
was  faid,  in  fupport  of  the  popular 
opinion,  that  the  admiralty  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  fuperior 
force  which  had  been  fo  long  fit¬ 
ting  out  in  the  Texel,  and  whofe 
objed  was  every  where  known  i 
that  there  were  at  the  very  time,  as 
many  Blips  lying  idle  in  port,  or 
waiting  for  orders  in  the  Downs, 
as  would  have  enabled  Admiral 
Parker  to  bring  the  whole  Dutch 
fleet  and  convoy  into  England® 
That  fo  fignai  and  fatal  a  Broke, 
mufl  have  been  deciflve  of  the  war 
with  Holland;  and  by  compelling 
that  republic  to  a  feparate  peace, 
would  have  freed  us  from  one  of 
our  numerous  foes.  But,  that  in 
confequence  of  the  ruinous  condud 
which  had  been  obferved,  in  Be  ad 
of  the  poffibility  of  taking  the 
Dutch  convoy,  the  prefervation  of 
our  own,  upon  which  fo  much  de¬ 
pended,  was  left  to  reft  folely  upon 
the  fuperiority  of  our  Teamen,  and 
the  extraordinary  bravery  and  con¬ 
dud  of  our  officers.  The  admiral’s 
fubfequent  condud,  as  well  as  fome 
intimation  given  in  his  letter  to  the 
admiralty,  ferved  flrongly  to  con¬ 
firm  the  public  opinion ;  and  fuffi- 
ciemly  indicated,  that  lie  was  no  lefs 
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diffatisfied  at  the  want  of  fupport, 
than  they  were  at  its  not  being 

given. 

Thofe  who  imagine  themfelyes 
capable  of  diving  into  the  myfte- 
ries  of  courts,  might  poffibly  attri¬ 
bute,  in  fome  degree,  to  this  public 
difiatisfattion  and  complaint,  the 
extraordinary  favour  (hewn  to  the 
admiral,  by  a  royal  vifit,  upon  his 
arrival,  with  his  ffiattered  fquadron, 
at  the  Nore.  It  is  not,  however,  to 
be  doubted,  that  the  royal  vifit  was 
intended  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  fome 
fignal  and  permanent  marks  of  fa¬ 
vour  and  honour  to  the  admiral. 
But  the  rough  and  veteran  com¬ 
mander,  who  was  equally  incapable 
of  difguife  and  flattery,  as  he 
fcorned  to  conceal  his  difl’atis faction, 
had  too  much  pride  and  fturdinels 
in  his  nature  to  be  foothed  out  of 
it ;  and  it  was  foon  underitood,  that 
no  intended  promotion  or  honour 
would  be  accepted.  The  king  went 
on  board  the  Fortitude,  where  he 
had  a  levee  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
fquadron,  who  were  received  with 
the  molt  gracious  attention ;  and 
the  admiral  had  the  honour  of  din¬ 
ing  with  his  Majefty  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  on  board  the  royal 
yacht. 

It  was  faid  upon  that  occaflon, 
(the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
a  number  %of  naval  officers,  being 
prefent)  that  the  admiral  took  an 
Opportunity  of  hinting,  both  his 
diflatisfa&ion  and  intention  of  re¬ 
tiring  by  the  following  words  to  his 
fovereign,— - «<c  That  he  a vijhed  him 
“  younger  officers,  and  better  Jhips  ! — - 
<(  he  a>o as  grovon  too  old  for  the  fer- 
“  vice;”  and  that  though  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  molt  flattering  compli¬ 
ments,,  and  the  greateft  acknow¬ 
ledgements  of  his  diftinguilhed  fer- 
vices  to  his  country,  thde  were  not 
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capable  of  producing  any  change  in 
his  determination.  It  was  related 
likewife  as  an  anecdote  at  the  time* 
that  young  Macartney  being  pre- 
fented  on  board  the  Fortitude,  and 
a  royal  intention  of  providing  for 
him,  for  the  fake  of  his  brave  fa¬ 
ther,  being  declared,  the  admiral 
apologized  for  informing  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  he  had  already  adopted 
him  as  his  fon. 

The  admiral  reftgned  his  com¬ 
mand  immediately  after;  and  it 
was,  notwithftanding,  probably  in¬ 
tended  as  a  mark  of  favour  and  re¬ 
gard  to  him,  that  his  fon.  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  who,  for  his  gallantry  in 
North  America  and  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  had  fome  time  before  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  knighted,  was  now 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a 
fquadron  of  frigates,  which  were 
employed  in  blocking  up  the  Dutch 
ports  during  the  remainder  of  the 
feafon. 

The  utmoft  expedition  had  been 
ufed  at  Breft,  after  the  return  of 
M.  de  Guichen  from  his  cruize,  in 
refitting  and  preparing  the  French 
fleet  for  fea,  notwithftanding  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon.  The  obje&s 
-in  view  were  of  fufficient  confe- 
quence  to  excite  this  diligence.  It 
was  neceflary  to  reinforce  the  Count 
de  Grafte  with  both  troops  and 
fhips  of  vvar  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  it  was  determined  to  fend  a 
confiderable  reinforcement  of  both 
to  fupport  M.  de  Orves,  and  De 
Sufrrein,  in  the  F.aft.  But  lhips  and 
troops  were  not  fufficient  for  either 
fervice.  It  was  well  forefeen  that 
M.  de  Grade,  after  the  hard  fervice 
on  the  coafts  of  North  America  in 
the  preceding  campaign,  muft  ftand 
in  need  of  an  immenfe  fupply  of 
naval  and  military  ftores  of  every 
fort,  both  for  the  land  and  the  fea 

fervice. 
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fervice,  and  that  his  Aation  in  the 
Weft  India  iftands  would  extend 
the  want  to,  almoft,  every  article  of 
provifton  and  neceflary  of  life.  The 
demand  for  naval  and  military 
ftores  in  the  Eaft  Indies  was  no  lefs 
urgent.  A  numerous  convoy  of 
tranfports,  ftorefhips,  and  provi- 
fion  veflels,  were  accordingly  pre¬ 
pared  and  provided  with  the  fame 
diligence  as  the  fleet.  And  as  it 
was  likewife  neceflary  to  guard 
a  gain  ft  the  defigns  of  the  Englilh, 
the  preparation  was  extended  to 
fuch  a  number  of  men  of  war,  as 
was  thought  equal  to  the  protection 
of  the  whole,  until  they  had  got  out 
of  reach.  This  part  of  the  fervice, 
as  well  as  the  conduCt  of  the  whole 
while  he  continued  in  company, 
was  committed  to  the  Count  de 
Guichen;  and  the  command  of  the 
fquadron  and  fleet  deftined  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  M.  de  Vaudrevil. 
The  former  was  accompanied  by 
Monf.  de  la  Motte  Picquet,  and 
De  Beauflet ;  and  when  he  feparated 
from  the  convoy,  was  to  join  the 
Spanilh  fleet  at  Cadiz,  in  order  to 
defeat  any  attempt  that  might  be 
made  from  England,  for  the  relief 
of  the  ifland  of  Minorca.  M.  de 
Vaudrevil  carried  out  a  conflderable 

body  of  land  forces,  with  a  full  con- 
*  . 

fidence  on  the  fide  both  of  France 
and  Spain,  of  now  carrying  into 
complete  execution,  the  fo  often 
laid  projeCl  of  reducing  the  ifland 
of  J  amaica. 

Intelligence  of  this  preparation, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  of  its  objeft, 
being  received  in  England,  Admiral 
Kempenfeldt  was  difpatched  in 
the  beginning  of  December,  with 
12  fail  of  the  line,  one  50  gun  Ihip, 
and  four  frigates,  in  order  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  French  fquadron  and  con¬ 
voy.  The  event  of  the  war,  at 


leaft  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  and 
fcarcely  lefs  fo  in  the  Eaft,  feemed, 
in  a  great  meafure  to  hang  upon 
the  complete  execution  of  this  de- 
ftgn.  The  blow,  in  its  full  weight, 
muft  have  produced  very  confl¬ 
derable  and  unexpected  efteCls,  But, 
through  bad  intelligence,  or,  as  fome 
perhaps  may  rather  think,  through 
a  certain  marked  fatality,  which 
feems  to  have  generally  attended 
our  operations  through  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  the  French  fleet 
was  fo  much  fuperior  to  what  had 
been  conceived,  as  well  as  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfeldt’s  force,  that  the 
danger  of  being  intercepted  (if 
fuch  had  been  the  ohjeCl  of  the 
enemy)  lay  entirely  on  his  fide. 
The  Count  de  Guichen  had  no 
lefs  than  19  fail  of  heavy  line  of 
battle  flrips  under  his  command, 
befldes  two  more  armed  en  flute,  as 
the  French  call  it,  that  is,  their 
lower  deck  guns  placed  in  the  hold, 
in  order  to  make  room  for  the  con¬ 


veyance  of  a  moderate  cargo  ;  and 
of  the  former,  five  were  of  that  vaft 
fize  which  we  have  already  de- 
fcribed,  four  carrying  no,  and  the 
fifth  1 12  guns. 

The  Englilh  admiral,  totally  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy,  and  expelling  that  he  had 
only  an  equal  force,  at  n 
the  moft,  to  encounter,  -Uec*  I2th, 
had  the  fortune  to  fall 
in  with  them  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind, 
when  both  the  fleet  and  convoy  were 
a  good  deal  difperfed,  and  the  lat-r 
ter  had  fallen  conflderably  a-flern. 
Mr.  Kempenfeldt,  with  that  pro- 
feflional  judgment  and  dexterity  by 
which  he  was  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed,  determined  to  profit  of  the 
prefent  fituation,  by  endeavouring 
to  cut  off  the  convoy,  in  the  lirft 
Inftance,  and  to  fight  the  enemy 

after* 
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after.  In  the  movement  for  this 
purpofe,  the  Triumphant  of  84 
guns,  which  had  ftayed  back  to 
colled  the  convoy,  in  her  way  now 
to  rejoin  the  feet,  came  acrofs  the 
Edgar  of  74  guns,  which  led  the 
Englilh  van ;  a  (harp  though  fhort 
fire  enfued,  in  which  the  former 
fuftained  i'ome  confiderable  apparent 
lofs.  The  defign  in  part  took 
place ;  and  if  there  had  been  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  frigates,  (which 
are  particularly  ’neceffary  in  all  at¬ 
tacks  upon  convoys)  the  effed 
would  have  been  kill  much  more 
confiderable.  About  twenty  of  the 
prizes  arrived  fafe  in  England,  two 
or  three  were  faid  to  be  funk,  and 
feveral  that  ilruck  efcaped  in  the 
night.  A  great  difperfion  of  the 
convoy  neceffarily  took  place,  and 
a  number  of  the  fhips  were  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed  to  have  loft  their 
voyage. 

The  French  commanders  were, 
in  the  mean  time,  colleding  their 
feet,  and  forming  the  line  of  battle. 
Admiral  Kempenfeldt  likewife,  hav¬ 
ing  colleded  his  fhips  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  being  ftill  ignorant  of  their 
force,  got  upon  the  fame  tack  with 
the  enemy,  under  a  full  determina¬ 
tion  of  engaging  them  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  At  day-light,  perceiving  them 
to  leeward,  he  immediately  formed 
the  line;  but  difcovering  their  force 
upon  a  nearer  approach,  he  found 
the  neceflity  of  changing  his  refolu- 
tion ;  and  the  adverfe  fleets,  after 
a  full  view  of  each  other,  feemed  to 
part  with  equal  confent  on  both 
iides. 

Near  ucoland  forces,  and  be¬ 
tween  6  and  700  feamen,  were 
taken  in  the  prizes.  They  were 
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moftlv  freighted  on  the  French 
king’s  account,  and  were  chiefly 
laden  with  the  following  articles, 
which  will  fufficiently  fhew  of  what 
importance  their  capture  was  in  the 
prefent  feafon,  viz.  brafs  and  iron 
ordnance  ;  gunpowder ;  fmall  arms  ; 
flints  ;  bomb  (hells  ;  cannon  balls, 
and  grenades,  in  a  prodigious  quan¬ 
tity;  iron  bars  and  (fleet  lead;  tra¬ 
velling  magazines  and  forges ;  all 
kinds  of  ordnance  (lores ;  tents, 
camp  equipage,  and  utenflls  of  all 
forts ;  foldiers  cloathing,  and  ac¬ 
coutrements  ;  with  woollen  and  li¬ 
nen  goods  for  the  land  and  lea  fer- 
vice  in  great  quantities;  bricks; 
great  cables ;  fail-cloth  and  cord¬ 
age,  with  every  fupply  for  (hipping, 
to  a  great  amount;  wine,  oil,  bran¬ 
dy,  rum,  flour,  bifcuit,  and  falted 
provifions,  ail  in  great,  and  the  moil 
neceflary  in  prodigious  quantities. 

The  value  or  importance  of  the 
capture  ferved,  however,  only  to 
excite  the  diflatisfadlion  of  the 
public.  It  was  faid,  that,  when 
fortune  had  thrown  fo  fair  an  op¬ 
portunity  in  our  way,  of  retrieving 
our  affairs,  and  recovering  our  for¬ 
mer  rank  and  fituation,  the  golden 
moment  was  loft,  through  the  neg- 
ligence  of  thofe  who  had  not  fup- 
plied  Admiral  Kempenfeldt  with 
fuch  a  force,  as  would  have  enabled 
him  to  take  or  deftroy  the  whole 
French  fleet  and  convoy.  A  great 
clamour  was  accordingly  raife-d, 
which  undoubtedly  was  not  leffened, 
by  the  attempts  which  were  made 
in  both  houles  of  parliament,  to 
render  this  buflnefs  a  ground  of 
complaint  and  charge  againft  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

State  of  parties  at  the  meeting  of  parliament .  Debates  on  the  fpeech  front 
the  throne.  Addrejfes  moved  in  both  Houfes,  and  amendments  propofed 
and  rejected.  Debate  refumed  on  the  report  of  the  addrefs  from  the 
committee.  Motion  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his  jnajefiy  oppofed  by  Mr* 
*T.  Pitt ,  and  after  a  warm  debate  carried >  on  a  diatifion ,  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Burke's  motion  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  Idoufe  to  inquire  into 
the  conffcation  and  fale  of  the  ejfedts  and  merchandize  taken  on  the  if  and 
of  St.  Euftatius,  rejected.  Motion  by  Mr.  Hujfey  for  adding  10,000  fea~ 
men  to  the  number  jnoved  for  by  government  for  the  fer vice  cf  the  year  1782. 
Sir  James  Lowther’s  motion  for  putting  an  end  to  the  American  war 
rejected,  after  a  long  debate >  by  a  majority  of  only  41.  Debate  on  the 
army  eftimates.  Converfation  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners  with 
America.  Debaie  on  the  motion  for  adjournment .  Petition  jrom  Mr.  Lau~ 
rens  prefented  by  Mr.  Burke.  Reefs. 


DURING  the  recefs  of  par¬ 
liament  no  material  change 
had  taken  place,  either  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  temper  of  the  nation,  or  in 
the  political  Hate  of  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties.  A  total  indifference 
to  the  defperate  fituation  of  affairs, 
or  at  leaft  to  the  means  of  retriev¬ 
ing  them,  feems  to  have  marked, 
at  this  time,  the  chara&er  of  the 
people,  beyond  any  former  period 
of  our  hiflory.  The  unfuceefsful 
operations  cf  the  campaign,  a  cir- 
cumHance  which  in  former  times 
had  fhaken  the  liability  of  the  mod 
popular  adminiftrations,  fcarcely 
railed  a  murmur  again  it  the  pre¬ 
fen  t.  The  retreat  of  the  channel 
fleet  recurred  with  the  regularity 
of  an  annual  review,  and  was  re¬ 
garded  with  as  much  unconcern. 
O  ur  commerce  was  intercepted, 
the  coals  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  threatened  and .  infuited  ; 
the  ancient  boail  and  fecurity  of 
this  kingdom,  the  dominion  of 
the  fea,  was  feen  in  danger  of  be¬ 


ing  transferred  to  Our  enemies# 
without  its  exciting  any  other 
feeling  than  what  the  imminence 
of  danger  at  the  time  produced. 
Our  very .  fucceffes  had  unfortu-^ 
nately  been  confined  again!  a 
power  whole  interefls  had  hitherto 
been  confidered  as  in  fome  mea- 
fure  involving  our  own ;  and  the 
inconfiderate  joy,  with  which  thefe 
triumphs  over  an  ancient  ally 
and  a  weak  and  unprovided  enemy 
were  received  by  the  people,  af¬ 
forded  matter  of  no  fmall  concern 
to  thofe  who  revered  the  old  and 
approved  maxims  of  Engliih  po¬ 
licy. 

In  fuch  a  Hate  of  things,  it  can¬ 
not  be  wondered,  that  the  enor¬ 
mous  weight  cf  influence  which 
miniHers  derived  from  the  ordinary 
and  eftahiifhed  power  of  the  crown, 
the  patronage  of  immenfe  military 
cflablifhments,  and  the  annual  ex¬ 
penditure  of  upwards  of  20  millions 
of  the  public  money*,  fhould  over¬ 
power  the  unaided  and  difpirited 


*  The  fupplies  voted  for  the  year  1781  amounted  to  25,380,324/.  10s.  %\d. 
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efforts  of  thofe,  who  wilhed  to 
rouze  the  nation  to  a  fenfe  of  its 
real  fituation.  The  only  hope, 
therefore,  that  remained  of  refeuing 
it  from  the  effects  of  a  fake  fyftem 
of  politics,  under  which  its  ruin 
feemed  no  longer  problematical, 
was  from  the  vigour  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  parliament. 

It  was  evident  from  the  num¬ 
bers,  which  divided  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition  during  the  firft  feflion  of 
the  new  parliament,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  advantage  the 
court  party  had  derived  from  a 
fudden  diffolution,  the  ftrength  of 
the  minifter  had  declined  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  cala¬ 
mitous  event  of  the  campaign  in 
Virginia,  the  news  of  which  ar¬ 
rived  in  England  but  a  few  days 
before  their  fecond  meeting,  was 
likely  to  increafe  this  defeftion, 
and  threatened  him  with  confe- 
quences  not  lefs  fatal  to  his  power 
at  home,  than  it  was  decifive  on 
the  object  in  difpute  abroad. 

The  conteft  in  America  had  hi¬ 
therto  operated  as  an  infuperable 
obfb.de  to  the  free  exercife  of  par¬ 
liamentary  deliberation  and  con¬ 
trol.  The  patient  acquiefcence 
of  fo  large  a  majority  in  both 
houfes,  under  the  repeated  dif- 
graces,  in  which  the  purfuance  of 
that  objeCt  had  involved  the  coun¬ 
try,  could  be  attributed  to  no 
other  caufe,  than  the  necefiity 
they  found  themfelves  under  of 
fupporting  the  minifter  at  all 
events,  or  of  abandoning  a  fa¬ 
vourite  war,  connected  in  fome 
meafure  with  tlteir  political  preju¬ 
dice's,  and  in  which  their  paftiens 
had  been  artfully  and  fuccefsfully 
inflamed,  But  the  event,  alluded 
to  above,  having  cut  up  from  the 
root  all  hope  of  fubiugatirg  the 


revolted  colonies  in  the  minds,  even 
of  the  moft  fanguine  adherers  to 
that  fyftem,  it  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  they  would  fo  readily  over¬ 
look  the  errors,  or  connive  at  the 
mifeonduft  of  thofe,  under  whofe 
mifmanagement  they  had  reaped 
nothing  but  mortification  and  dif- 
grace. 

What  effect  an  event  of  fuch 
magnitude  would  produce  in  the 
councils  of  government  was  looked 
for  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
anxious  expectation.  The  ground, 
on  which  minifters  flood,  was 
known  to  be  extremely  flippery 
and  dangerous.  The  profecutiok 
of  the  American  war  was  generally 
underftood  to  be  the  tenure,  bv 
which  they  held  their  offices  from 
the  court.  To  abandon  the  war, 
was  at  once  inevitably  to  forfeit 
the  fupport  of  that  fecret  in¬ 
fluence,  of  which  they  had  too 
long  experienced  the  effedis  to  be 
ignorant  of  its  power.  To  ven¬ 
ture  to  look  that  power  in  the 
face,  to  bring  a  full  expofure  of 
the  hate  of  affairs  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  to  fland  on  their  own  me¬ 
rits,  was  an  experiment,  which 
more  fortunate  minifters  might  have 
thought  too  hazardous  to  be  lightly 
rifked. 

It  was  this  view  of  affairs  which 
appears  to  have  diredled  admini- 
ftration  in  the  firft  ftep  that  was 
neceffary  toAbe  taken  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  feftions,  on  the  27th 
day  of  November,  1781.  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne  continued 
to  hold  the  fame  determined  lan¬ 
guage,  with  which  both  houfes 
had  been  laft  difmiffed.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war  was  aferibed 
to  that  reftiefs  ambition,  which 
firft  excited  our  enemies  to  com¬ 
mence  it ;  and  his  arajefty  was 

made 
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made  to  declare,  that  he  fhould 
not  anfwer  the  truft  committed  to 
the  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  nor 
make  a  fuitable  return  to  his  fub- 
je£ts  for  their  conftant,  zealous, 
and  affe&ionate  attachment  to  his 
perfon,  family,  and  government, 
if  he  confented  to  facrifice  either 
to  his  own  defire  of  peace,  or  (to 
their  temporary  eafe  and  relief, 
thofe  eflential  rights  and  perma¬ 
nent  interefts,  upon  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  ftrength  and  fecurity  of 
the  country  mud  ever  principally 
depend.  The  lodes  in  America 
were  neither  diffembled  nor  pal¬ 
liated,  but  dated  as  the  ground 
for  calling  for  the  firm  concur¬ 
rence  and  .fupport  of  parliament, 
and  a  more  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertion  of  the  facul¬ 
ties  and  resources  of  the  nation. 
This,  with  the  mention  of  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  our 
numerous  commercial  fleets,  the 
favourable  appearance  of  affairs  in 
the  Ead  Indies,  and  a  firong  re¬ 
commendation  to  parliament  to  re¬ 
fume  their  enquiries  into  the  date 
and  condition  of  our  dominions  in 
that  country,  formed  the  fubdance 
of  the  king’s  fpeech. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  framed  in 
the  ufual  form,  produced  on  the 
part  of  oppofition  a  warm  and  ani¬ 
mated  debate,  which  continued 
till  two  in  the  morning.  The 
alarming  declaration,  contained 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  of 
the  intentions  of  government  to 
continue  the  profecution  of  the 
American  war  to  the  lad  extre¬ 
mity  ;  the  infidious  attempt  to 
pledge  the  houfe,  by  the  propofed 
addrefs,  to  the  unqualified  fupport 
of  a  determination  fo  frantic  and 


defperate,  in  the  fpite  of  fevent 
years  dear-bought  experience,  and 
in  the  teeth  of  national  bankruptcy 
and  ruin ;  the  audacity  of  holding 
fuch  language  at  the  very  indant, 
when  the  calamitous  efFedls  of  the 
mifeondudt  of  miniders  called  for 
penitence  and  humiliation,  were 
topics  urged  by  Mr.  Fox  with 
great  eloquence  and  ability,  and 
followed  by  a  fevere  reprehenfiorf 
of  the  principles  of  the  war,  of 
the  delufions  by  which  parliament 
had  been  led  on  year  after  year  to 
fupport  it,  and  of  the  grofs  and 
criminal  mifmanagement  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  every  branch  of  admi-> 
nidration,  and  particularly  in  the 
marine  department.  To  the  neg¬ 
ligence  and  incapacity  of  the  mi- 
nider  at  the  head  of  that  boardi 
he  aferibed  the  lofs  of  the  army 
under  Lord  Cornwallis.  That 
minider,  he  faid,  had  declared  in 
another  affembly,  that  a  fird  lord 
of  the  admiralty  who  fhould  fail 
in  having  a  fleet  equal  to  the  com¬ 
bined  naval  force  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  would  be  unworthy  of 
his  -Tituation,  and  deferve  to  be 
dragged  to  condign  punifhment. 
The  cafe,  he  contended,  was  now 
before  them.  The  inferiority 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  prove  from  the  events 
of  the  campaign,  and  he  conjured 
the  houfe  not  to  delay  that  juflice* 
which  the  noble  earl  had  called 
down  on  his  guilt.  After  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  cool  and  difpalfionate 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  the  utter 
impradticabiliiy  of  reducing  the 
colonies  by  force,  of  which?- they 
had  now  had  full  experience*  and 
calling  particularly  on  the  mem¬ 
ber,  who  at  that  time'  held  the 
officer  of  paymafter-general,  find 

who 
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tvho  had  declared  on  a  former  oc¬ 
casion,  C(  that  if  the  capture  of 
Charles -'Town  produced  no  decifivc 
confequencesy  he  jhould  grow  weary 
of  the  American  war ,”  to  join  him 
in  obliging  administration  to  put 
an  end  to  it,  he  concluded  a  Speech 
of  great  length  with  moving,  that 
after  the  fir  ft  paragraph  of  the 
nddrefs,  the  following  words  Should 
be  Substituted  in  the  place  of  the 
fubfequent  claufes :  iC  And  we  will, 

without  delay,  apply  ourfelves 
<c  with  united  hearts  to  propofe 
st  and  adjult  Such  councils,  as  may 
te  in  this  crifis,  excite  the  efforts* 
"  point  the  arms,  and  by  a  total 
“  change  of  fy Stem,  command  the 
“  confidence  of  all  his  majefty’s 
et  Subjects.” 

The  impreffion,  which  this 
Speech  Seemed  to  make  on  the 
houfe,  and  the  Silence  of  thofe 
who  had  formerly  been  the  molt 
forward,  on  all  occafions,  to  juf- 
tify  the  principles  and  the  policy 
of  the  American  war,  called  up 
the  minilter  early  in  the  debate. 
He  defended,  with  his  ufuai  dex¬ 
terity  and  addrefs,  the  grounds  of 
the  conteft  between  Great-Britain 
and  her  colonies.  It  did  not,  he 
Said,  originate,  as  had  been  falfely 
reprefented,  in  any  defign  of  mi- 
miters  to  aggrandize  the  power, 
or  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
crown :  had  that  been  their  ob¬ 
ject,  they  had  thrown  av/ay  and 
rejefted  the  opportunity.  It  was 
not  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
but  the  claims  of  parliament,  that 
America  had  refilled.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  preferve  the  Supre¬ 
macy  of  parliament,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  its  juft  rights  and  privileges, 
that  they  had  engaged  in  the 
war,  and  forborne  the  offer  of  ad¬ 
vancing  one  branch  of  the  legi- 

Vol.  xxv. 


flature  to  the  dominion  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  independent  of  the  other* 
two.  With  refpeft  to  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war*  the  queftion, 
he  afferted,  was  in  no  fhape  be-4 
fore  the  houfe ;  and  that  there¬ 
fore  no  gentleman  voting  for  the 
addrefs,  would,  as  the  neceffary  re- 
Suit  of  Such  a  proceeding,  pledge 
himfelf  to  affent  either  to  any  Spe¬ 
cific  mode  of  operations,  or  to  the 
Support  of  war  at  all  againft  the 
colonifts. 

Though  this  explication  of  the 
addrefs  was  alfo  Supported  by  the 
third  Secretary  of  ftate,  and  by 
the  right  honourable  member,  who 
had  been  fo  particularly  alluded 
to  in  the  debate,  it  was  Still  con¬ 
tended  on  the  part  of  oppofttion, 
that  whatever  fenfe  his  majefty’s 
Servants  might,  for  the  prefent, 
find  it  convenient  to  put  upon  it, 
the  language  was  too  infidious 
and  deluftve  for  the  houfe  to 
adopt ;  and  on  a  divilion  there 
appeared  for  the  amendment  129, 
againft  it  2-1 8. 

The  attack  which  had  been 
made,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  on  the  conduct  of  the  firffc 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  drew  from, 
one  of  the  members  of  that  board 
a  reply  in  his  defence.  He  af¬ 
ferted,  that  the  crippled  ftate  in 
which  the  noble  lord  had  found 
the  navy,  and  which  had  been 
owing  to  the  parfimonious  ceco- 
nomy  of  ’  Lord  Hawke’s  admini- 
ftration,  was  the  caufe  of  its  pre«* 
fent  weaknefs,  if  Such  a  faffc  really 
exifted.  This,  however,  he  po¬ 
sitively  denied,  and  endeavoured 
to  prove,  that  it  was  even  ftrongef 
than  in  its  boafted  ftate  in  175 9, 
He  afferted,  that  the  firft  fleet 
fent  out  by  Lord  Sandwich,  was 
Superior  to  that  of  the  enemy  % 
[/}  shat 
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that  the  nature  of  the  war  had 
rendered  it  impradicable  to  meet 
them  in  all  places  with  that  ad-* 
vantage;  bat,  that  even  if  it 
ihould  be  found  we  were  unable 
to  match  them  in  force  and  num¬ 
bers,  the  fault  did  not  lie  with 
the  board  of  admiralty;  it  being 
a  truth  demonfirable  from  our  na¬ 
val  hiftory,  that  whenever  the 
French  direded  their  whole  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  improvement  and  in- 
creafe  of  their  marine,  they  had 
always  rendered  it  fuperior  to  that 
of  Great-Britain.  Thefe  pofitions 
were  feverally  denied  by  Admiral 
Keppel ;  but  being  irrelevant  to  the 
queftion  before  the  houfe,  they  un¬ 
derwent  no  further  difcufiion  for  the 
prefent. 

An  amendment  to  the  fame  ef- 
fed  with  that  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  expreffed  in 
nearly  the  fame  words,  was  moved 
in  the  upper  houfe,  and  rejeded 
by  a  majority  of  75,  including  10 
proxies,  to  31.  The  debate  alfo 
turned  upon  the  fame  general  to¬ 
pics;  but  it  was  remarked,  that 
the  language  of  the  two  fecretaries 
of  date  in  that  aiFembly,  was  much 
more  explicit  and  unequivocal 
with  refpecl  to  the  intentions  of 
government  to  profecute  the  war 
in  America,  than  what  the  mi¬ 
ni  hers  in  the  other  houfe  had  ven¬ 
tured  to  maintain.  This  eircum- 
Itance  occasioned  a  fecond  debate  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  the  report  of  the  addrefs,  on 
the  following  day,  in  which  the 
queftion  of  the  pledge,  fuppofed  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  addrefs  to  Sup¬ 
port  that  war,  underwent  another 
Very  able  difcufiion. 

On  the  fide  of  opposition  it  was 
argued,  that  the  prefent  alarming 
ends  of  affairs  called,  in  a  parti¬ 


cular  manner,  for  the  mod  explicit 
and  intelligible  language  from  par¬ 
liament.  That  from  the  open  and 
unqualified  declaration  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  fervants  in  another  place, 
the  intentions  of  government  could 
no  longer  remain  a  matter  of 
doubt ;  and  therefore,  if  the  addrefs 
was  not  meant  to  convey  to  the 
king  an  engagement  on  their  part 
to  fupport  him  in  thofe  deligns, 
that  it  was  hypocritical  and  delu- 
five.  That  from  the  dark  and  am¬ 
biguous  expredions  of  the  minider 
in  that  houfe,  in  the  former  debate, 
and  his  total  filence  in  the  prefent, 
fome  doubts  might  be  entertained 
refpeding  his  real  private  fenti- 
ments ;  but  that  whatever  thofe 
might  be,  the  meaning  of  the  ad¬ 
drefs  could  only  be  colleded  from 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  expreffed ; 
that  thefe  were  intelligible  to  the 
lowed  capacity ;  and  that  it  would 
be  highly  improper  that  the  honour 
and  reputation  of  the  houfe  fhould 
be  committed  in  the  intrigues  of  a 
divided  cabinet. 

The  defence  of  the  addrefs,  in  its 
original  form,  was  undertaken  by 
Mr.  Bundafs,  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  Scotland.  He  began  his  argu¬ 
ment  with  obferving,  that  the  news 
of  a  late  great  and  national  misfor¬ 
tune  had  not  arrived  unexpeded 
by  him,  but  that  the  impredion  it 
had  left  on  his  mind,  had  induced 
him  to  examine,  with  the  moll 
fcrupulous  jealoufy,  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  fearing  to  find  in 
it  fome  expreffion,  an  approbation 
of  which  might  in  any  fort  pledge 
him  to  a  particular  line  of  con- 
dud  in  that  houfe :  that,  on  the 
mod  minute  examination,  he  had 
not  found  any  fuch  exprellions  in 
it;  that  its  language  was  firm  and 
manly,  calculated  to  fhevv  the 
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world  that  no  difafter,  however 
great,  could  deprefs  the  fpirit,  or 
fink  the  courage  of  the  nation ; 
but  that  ftili  its  language  was  ge¬ 
neral  ;  that  confequently  the  ad- 
drefs,  which,  as  ul'ual,  was  couch¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  terms,  mull  be  ge¬ 
neral,  and  could  not  be  under- 
ftood  as  preclufive  of  any  future 
vote  or  parliamentary  proceeding 
whatever.  This*  he  faid,  was  the 
fenfe  in  which  thofe  who  propofed 
and  thofe  who  voted  for  the  ad- 
drefs,  Underftood  it ;  and  he  ridi¬ 
culed  the  attempt  that  was  made 
by  others,  who  pretended  that 
they  only  could  conftrue  it,  to 
force  upon  them  a  meaning  which 
they  utterly  difa vowed.  Much  of 
the  intricacy,  which  had  involved 
the  prefent  queftion,  he  conceived 
had  arifen  from  the  loofe  and  in¬ 
definite  ufe  of  the  term,  “  Ame- 
u  rican  war.5J  If  by  an  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  was  meant  a  continental 
war  in  America,  conduced  on  the 
fame  military  principles,  on  which 
it  had  hitherto  been  carried  on*  it 
was  with  great  reafon  the  houfe 
had  been  cautioned  againft  pledg¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  the  fupport  of 
it.  But  he  could  difcover  no  fuch 
defign,  either  in  the  fpeech,  or  in 
the  addrefs.  But  if  the  retention 
and  defence  of  fuch  places  as  were 
flill  left  in  our  poffeflion  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  was  to  be  called  an  American 
war,  and  under  that  denomination 
to  be  reprobated,  he  did  not  think 
the  houfe  yet  ripe  for  fuch  a  deci¬ 
sion.  Thefe,  however,  were  mat¬ 
ters  totally  unconnected  with  the 
queftion  before  the  houfe  ;  and 
whenever  they  came  to  be  debated, 
which  in  a  fhort  time  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  the  cafe,  every  mem¬ 
ber,  as  well  thofe  who  voted  for 
as  againft  the  addrefs*  would  be  at 
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full  liberty  to  deliver  their  fenti- 
ments  upon  them. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  diverftty  of 
opinions  which,  it  had  been  infi- 
nuated;  prevailed  amongft  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  upon  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  future  conduCt  of 
the  war,  he  fhould  declare  his 
opinion  with  freedom  and  bold- 
nefs,  that  the  minifter  who,  to 
preferve  his  fituation,  could  fub- 
mit  to  concur  in  meafures  which 
he  difapproved,  was  highly  cri¬ 
minal.  It  would  not  be  admitted 
as  any  exculpation  of  fuch  a  mi¬ 
nifter,  to  fay,  he  had  been  over¬ 
ruled  in  the  cabinet.  “  That  the 

king  could  do  no  wrong,’  *  was 
a  facred  maxim  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  neceftary  for  the  perfonai 
fafety  of  the  fovereign,  and  for 
the  free  deliberation  of  parlia¬ 
ment ;  but  this  maxim  implied3 
that  whatever  was  wrong  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  fcate,  was  to 
be  afcribed  to  his  minifters ;  and 
that  they,  jointly  and  feveraily, 
were  refponftble  to  the  public. 

In  anfvver  to  the  arguments  that 
had  been  drawn  from  a  fuppofed 
ambiguity  in  the  language  of  mi¬ 
nifters,  it  might  he  afked,  he  faid* 
what  purpofe  could  fuch  a  delu~ 
fion,  if  any  delufion  is  intended, 
anfwer  ?  The  cheat  would  be 
foon  deteCled;  it  would  fcarcely 
laft  a  week  :  a  queftion  would  ne- 
ceftarily  foon  come  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  would  oblige  mini* 
fters  to  fpeak  out  fully  and  expli¬ 
citly.  Being  called  on  to  explain 
to  what  he  alluded,  he  faid,  that 
when  minifters  called  cn  the  houie 
to  vote  a  fubftitution  of  forces  to 
replace  the  7000  men  loft  with 
Lord  Cornwallis,  they  muft  meet 
the  queftion  fully. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguments 
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it  was  again  urged,  that  the  in¬ 
tention,  with  which  an  individual 
member  of  parliament  might  pro- 
pofe  to  confine  his  own  afient  to 
a  general  propofition,.  could  be  no 
meafure  for  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe.  That  the  fenfe  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  a  written  production,  arofe 
from  the  words  and  phrafes  in 
which  it  was  exprefied.  That 
though  the  words,  “  American 
*f  war,”  were  fiudioufiy  avoided, 
yet,  from  the  language  of  former 
fpeeches  and  addreffes,  and  from 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  prefent,  it 
was  obvioufly  the  profecution  of 
that  war  his  majeity  called  on  them 
to  fupport.  That  the  learned  lord 
had  deferted  the  proper  ground  of 
debate,  when  he  fai'd  fo  much 
about  the  ??iode  of  conducing  the 
war.  The  object  and  end  of  it 
were  the  material  confideration  to 
be  fpoken  to.  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  fnortnefs  of  the 
time,  which  the  delufion  prefumed 
could  poffibly  operate,  drew  on 
the  mjnifler  fome  fevere  and 
pointed  ammadverfions  from  Mr. 
Burke.  Such  delufions,  he  faid, 
the  mini  her  dealt  in ;  they  were 
the  daily  traffic  of  his  invention. 
A.  week  1  he  had  often  held  out  a 
delufion  for  half  that  time  ;  for  a 
day  only ;  nay,  for  a  fingle  hour. 
He  had  praCtifed  delufions  upon, 
the  houfe,  which  died  away  be¬ 
fore  the  debate  was  ended,,  only 
to  ferve  the  immediate  pur  pofe 
for  which  they  had  been  contrived*. 

Amongft  the  mifcellaneous  mat¬ 
ter  which  was  introduced  into  this 
debate,  the  fame  gentleman  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  mod  (hock¬ 
ing  and  difgraceful  proceeding, 
that  had  ever  flained  the  Britifh 


name;  this  was  the  ioth  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  Loid  Corn¬ 
wallis,  by  which  the  royalifls  who 
had  joined  the  Britifh  army,  were 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  civil  power 
in  America.  By  fire  and  fword> 
he  faid,  we  had  forced  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  to  join  the  king’s  troops ; 
and  thofe  very  men,  who  had  been 
fighting  with  us  to  quell  rebel¬ 
lion,  were  to  fuffer  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  death  for  having  themfelves 
been  rebels.  He  painted,  in  the 
drongeft  colours*  the  headlands  of 
the  Chefapeak  exhibiting  the 
parched  quarters  of  the  king’s 
friends  ;  and  alked,  if  it  was  not  a 
glorious  fight  to  meet  the  eyes  of 
a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  on  his 
firft  arrival  in  America  !  After  a 
mod  eloquent  and  fuccefsful  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  feelings  of  the 
houfe  on  this  fubjeet,  he  begged 
leave  to  mention  another  circum- 
ftance  that,  had  occurred  in  the 
fame  bufine'fs,  in  which  a  ferious 
mind,  without  being  extremely 
addidled  to  fuperdition,  might 
think  it  was  the  fpecial  hand  of 
Providence.  The  Colonel  Laurens 
who  had  drawn  up  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  and  in  whofe  cudody 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  at  that  time 
a  prifoner  in  America,  was  the 
fun,  of  Mr.  Laurens,  late  prefident 
of  congrefs,,  who  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  of  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  himfelf  the  gover¬ 
nor,  and  had  thus  become  a  pri¬ 
foner  to  the  fon  of  his  own  pri¬ 
foner. 

Amongd  the  fpeeches  mod  di- 
dinguifhed  in  this  debate,  that  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Pitt  was  received  with 
lingular  marks  of  applaufe  from 
every  fide  of  the  houfe.  At  length 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [133 


the  queftion  being  put,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  bringing  up  the  report 
13 1,  againft  it  54.. 

Nov.  30th.  Though  the  mo- 
J  aerate  and  accom¬ 
modating  language  ufed  by  the 
minifter  in  the  debate  on  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  the  more  open  declar¬ 
ations  which  had  come  from  a 
quarter,  known  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  government,  had 
fome  effedt  in  removing  the  ap- 
prehenlions  of  the  houfe  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  farther  profecution  of 
the  American  war ;  yet  they  were 
thought  by  no  means  fo  fatisfac- 
tory  by  the  members  in  oppofi- 
tion,  as  to  relax  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  fome  more  explicit 
tivowal  of  his  intentions.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  ufual  motion 
for  the  houfe  to  go  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt 
rofe  to  objedt  to  the  fpeaker’s 
leaving  the  chair.  It  was  not  his 
wifh,  he  faid,  to  deprive  the  crown 
of  the  means  of  carrying  on  its 
government  in  the  prefent  alarm¬ 
ing  juncture  of  affairs;  he  did  not 
mean  to  hinder,  but  to  protradl 
the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  in 
this  bufinefs ;  left  adminiftration, 
carrying  their  point  with  a  faci¬ 
lity  that  rendered  them  callous  to 
the  diftreftes  of  the  nation,  fhould 
be  encouraged  to  perfevere  in  the 
fame  councils  and  meafures,  which 
had  brought  the  empire  to  the 
verge  of  irretrievable  ruin.  Be¬ 
fore  they  looked  for  any  frefh 
proof  of  the  confidence  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  was  requifite  they  fhould 
fhew  a  due  fenfe  of  their  own  mif- 
condudt,  and  give  a  fure  pledge 
of  their  intentions  to  change  the 
whole  fyftem  of  their  proceedings. 
What  that  pledge  ought  to  be, 
would  Ik  for  the  houfe  to  deter¬ 


mine.  But  to  withhold  the  fup- 
plies  till  fome  pofitive  affurance  of 
their  repentance  was  obtained, 
till  fome  proof  of  their  contrition 
flood  on  record,  was  not  only  a 
duty  the  members  owed  their  con- 
ftituents,  but  would  be  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  means  of  ftrengthening  the 
hands  of  government.  That  the  re- 
drefs  of  grievances  fhould  invariably 
precede  the  opening  of  the  public 
purle,  was  a  principle  on  which 
llood  the  exiftence  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  He  was  therefore  warranted 
in  oppofing  privilege  to  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  in  refufing  to  vote  a  dril¬ 
ling  to  the  crown,  till  its  minifters 
had  given  the  people  fome  earned 
of  their  amendment. 

This  attempt  to  obftrufl  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  the 
houfe,  was  reprefented,  on  the 
fide  of  adminiftration,  rather  as 
the  effedl  of  political  heat  and 
paffion,  than  of  any  cool  and  fe- 
rious  defire  of  perfuading  the  houfe 
to  adopt  a  meafure  of  fo  defperate 
and  ruinous  a  tendency.  A  vote 
of  fupply,  it  was  faid,  was  the 
neceftary  confequence  of  the  ad- 
drefs;  to  this  they  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  pledged ;  but  whenever  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  voted 
fnould  be  propofed  for  the  con- 
fideration  of  parliament,  then  they 
might  refufe  their  confent  to  its 
being  applied  to  the  fupport  of 
the  American  or  any  other  war, 
or  to  any  fpecific  purpofe  what¬ 
ever,  if  they  ihould  fo  think 
fit.  It  was  not  denied,  that  the 
propofition  of  the  honourable 
member  was-  conftitutional.  The 
right  of  refufing  any  fupply,  was 
allowed  to  be  inherent  in  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people.  But 
in  the  exercife  of  that,  as  of  many 
other  theoretical  rights,  the  expe- 
[/  J  3  ’diency 
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(diency  of  the  meafure  was  the 
object  to  be  attended  to.  In  for¬ 
mer  time's  it  had  been  the  practice 
of  parliament  to  make  the  redrefs 
of  grievances  go  before  the  grant 
of  {applies ;  but  was  this  at  pre- 
fent  expedient,  or  even  pradii- 
cable  ?  Before  the  Revolution,  the 
Kings  of  England  were  poffeffed 
of  a  permanent  revenue,4  and  a 
variety  of  extenftve  refources,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  Sup¬ 
port  the  ordinary,  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  eftabli  foments  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  When,  therefore,  they 
called  on  the  people,  in  parti¬ 
cular  emergencies,  for  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fupply,  parliament  wifely 
took  advantage  of  the  neceffities 
of  the  prince,  to  obtain  fuch  con- 
ceffions  as  they  judged  neceffary 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of 
the  fubjed.  But  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  the  conftitution 
in  this  refped  underwent  a  total 
change,  and  the  former  pradice 
had,  in  confequence  of  that 
change,  totally  ceafed.  The  re¬ 
venue  neceffary  for  the  defence 
and  fupport  of  the  kingdom  was 
now  annually  provided  for  by  par¬ 
liament;  arid  the  gxercife  there¬ 
fore  of  the  right  of  refufal  was 
become  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
entirely  impradicable.  To  en¬ 
quire  into  the  exigence  of  griev¬ 
ances,  t.o  difcover  and  adminifter 
effedual  remedies,  would  neceffa- 
rily  be  a  work  of  time  ;  and  was 
it  not  recolleded,  that  the  in¬ 
terval  between  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  an  endeavour  to  remove 
the  evils  complained  W,  and  its 
fuccefsful  completion,  would  be 
filed  up  by  the  annihilation  of 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ?  Equal  mifchief  would  en- 
|ue,  if  the  mode  of  carrying  on 


the  war,  or  the  operations  of  the 
enfuing  campaign,  were  expeded 
to  be  difclofed  as  the  condition  of 
granting  the  fupplies.  The  com¬ 
pliance  with  fuch  a  requifition 
would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  cri¬ 
minal  in  minifters. 

But  a  fledge  of  the  contrition 
of  government  was  at  leak  re¬ 
quired.  Might  there  not  be  equal 
difficulty  in  bringing  the  various 
defcriptions  of  men,  who  were  to 
be  found  in  that  houfe,  to  agree 
and  fix  upon  fuch  a  pledge,  as 
might  be  deemed  fatisfadory.  In 
the  long  invefogation  of  the  fubr 
jed,  nothing  refpeding  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  pledge,  had  yet  tranf- 
pired.  In  the  opinion  of  fome,  it 
might  be  a  change  of  minifters ; 
others  might  afk  for  it  in  a  renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  war  againft  Ame¬ 
rica;  a  third  fet,  in  the  ceffation 
of  hoftilities  againft  the  Dutch ; 
a  fourth,  in  the  diminution  of 
the  influence  of  the  crown ;  a 
fifth,  in  the  reform  of  repre¬ 
fen  tation  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

The  fituation  of  the  country 
was  allowed  to  be,  in  an  unufual 
degree,  critical  and  alarming ; 
and  fome  change  of  meafures  ne¬ 
ceffary.  But  thefe  circumftances, 
it  was  contended,  called  for  the 
moil  vigorous  and  united  exer¬ 
tions  of  parliament.  The  eyes 
not  only  of  the  nation,  but  of  all 
our  enemies,  were  fixed  upon 
them ;  and  much  of  the  fpirit  and 
exertions,  both  of  the  one  and  of 
the  other,  would  depend  on  their 
refolutions. 

In  reply  to  thefe  arguments,  it 
was  urged,  that  vvhilft  minifters 
wanted  to  perfuade  the  houfe  to 
adopt  their  add  refs,  it  was  faid, 
that  it  pledged  the  houfe  to  no4 

thing. 
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thirtg.  But  now  it  had  paded, 
and  a  fupply  was  demanded,  they 
argued  that  the  houfe  had  bound 
itfelf  by  the  addrefs  to  grant  it. 
The  fame  cheat  was  again  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  played  off.  The 
grant  of  a  fupply,  it  was  faid,  did 
not  bind  the  houfe  10  any  fpe- 
cific  appropriation  of  it ;  and  thus 
the  houfe  was  to  be  led  on  by  a 
train  of  delufions  to  give  its  fup- 
port  to  a  continuance  of  thole  ru¬ 
inous  meafures,  which  even  mi- 
nifters  themfelves  no  longer  dared 
openly  to  defend 

To  allow  that  parliament  pof- 
feiTed  the  privilege  of  withholding 
the  fupplies,  and  in  the  fame 
moment  to  pretend  that  the  ex¬ 
ertion  of  it  mull:  prove  an  aft  of 
political  fuicide,  was  to  leave  us 
nothing  of  the  conditution,  but 
the  name.  The  king,  in  virtue 
of  his  prerogative,  had  the  power 
of  involving  the  nation  in  hofti- 
lities  at  his  own  difcretion.  An 
event  of  this  kind  was  ufually 
announced  to  his  parliament  at 
the  opening  of  a  felfion ;  and  was 
it  now  contended,  that  how  much 
foever  parliament  might  difap- 
prove  of  fuch  a  meafure,  it  was 
bound  to  furnifh  the  neceffary 
grants  for  its  fupport. 

If  no  indance  had  occurred, 
fince  the  Revolution,  of  a  refufal 
to  grant  fupplies,  this  invariable 
acquiefcence  relied  on  a  fuppo- 
fition,  that  no  circumflance  had 
occurred  to  judify  a  deviation 
from  the  general  practice.  But 
did  the  prefent  times  afford  no 
luch  grounds  ?  Was  it  not  even 
prefumable  from  the  pad  condudt 
of  minifters,-  that,  with  refpedt  to 
the  fupport  and  defence  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  it  was  a  matter  of  indif¬ 


ference  whether  the  fupplies  were 
granted  or  not?  Could  the  na¬ 
tional  misfortunes,  which  had 
thickened  over  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  year,  have  polfibly 
proved  more  numerous  or  more 
fatal,  if  no  money  whatfoever 
had  been  granted  for  the  fervice 
of  that  period  ?  Had  thofe  grants 
paid  any  intered  to  the  public, 
either  in  victory  or  honour  ?  Had 
they  not  even  contributed  to  the 
annihilation  of  our  fleets,  and  to 
the  lofs  of  our  armies,  as  much  at 
lead  as  a  temporary  fuipenlion  of 
fupply  could  do  ? 

In  exculpation  of  the  mifcon- 
dudt  of  one  department  of  govern¬ 
ment,  it  had  been  faid,  that  all 
the  maritime  refources  of  this 
kingdom  were  unequal  to  a  con- 
ted  with  the  naval  forces  of 
France,  when  fhe  chofe  to  exert 
them  to  the  utmod.  For  what 
purpofe  then,  except  their  own 
bafe  and  felfifh  purpofes,  could 
they,  who  held  fuch  dottrines, 
call  on  parliament  to  fupport  an 
edablifhment,  confededly,  under 
their  management,  inadequate  to 
its  end  ?  The  difbanding  of  the 
land  forces  would  certainly  be  the 
confequence  of  an  abfolute  refufal 
to  raife  fupplies :  but  even  if  this 
were  the  cafe,  would  the  houfe 
chufe  rather  that  the  third  fecre- 
tary  of  date  fhould  fend  them 
acrofs  the  Atlantic,  in  order  that 
General  Wafhington  might  re¬ 
ceive,  at  their  expence,  a  third 
army  prifoners  of  war. 

With  refped  to  the  pledge  re¬ 
quired,  the  difficulties  that  had, 
been  dated  were  rather  aifefted 
than  real.  If  parliament  retained 
a  proper  ferife  of  its  duty,  and 
was  zealous  and  fmcere  in  the 
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performance  of  it,  the  talk  pro- 
pofed  would  not  require  an  hour’s 
debate. 

In  opposition  to  this  weight  of 
argument,  it  was,  on  the  other 
fide,  alledged,  that  the  removal 
of  the  prefent  minifters,  being 
evidently  the  chief  object  pro- 
pofed  by  thofe  who  wifhed  to  ne¬ 
gative  the  motion  before  the 
noufe?  there  were  many  other  lefs 
objectionable  methods  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  fame  end.  That  in  what¬ 
ever  hands  his  majefly  might  chule 
to  trull  the  adminiflration  of  af¬ 
fairs,  a  Supply  would  be  ablo- 
lutely  and  equally  neceffary.  That 
the  delay  ptopofed  would  be  there¬ 
fore  a  fruitlefs  lofs  of  time,  as  the 
houfe  might,  if  they  thought  ft, 
adopt  other  meafures  eqiially  ef¬ 
fectual,  and  not  attended  with 
the  fame  danger  or  inconvenience 
to  the  ftate.  On  the  divihon,  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  committee 
of  fupply  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  there  being  172  ayes, 
and  77  noes. 

We  have  heretofore  obferved, 
that  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Burke,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
lalt  feffion,  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  conduCt  of  the  captors  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  was  ne¬ 
gatived,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
the  a'bfence  of  the  two  com¬ 
manders,  who  were  fo  deeply  in- 
terelted  in  the  fubjeCt.  Both  thefe 
gentlemen  being  at  this  time  at¬ 
tendant  on  their  duty  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Burke,  purr 
fuant  to  the  previous 
notice  he  had  given,  moved, 
**  That  the  houfe  refolve  itfelf 

into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
“  houfe,  in  order  to  enquire  into 
“  the  confifcation  of  the  effeCts, 
et  wares  and  merchandize,  be- 


Dec.  4th 


“  longing  to  his  majefly’s  new 
i£  fubjeCts  on  the  ifland  of  St, 
(<  Euftatius ;  and  farther,  to  en- 
if  quire  into  the  fale,  diftribution 
(e  and  mode  of  conveyance  of  a 
<£  great  part  of  the  faid  effedts, 
tf  wares  and  merchandize,  to  the 

iilands  belonging  to  France, 
{s  and  to  other  parts  of  the  do- 
t€  minions  of  his  majefty’s  ene- 
‘£  rnies.’* 

He  prefaced  this  motion  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  he  fhould  not  at  that 
time  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  fads 
he  had  to  produce,  nor  of  the 
evidence  by  which  he  meant  to 
fupport  them,  provided  he  un¬ 
der  itood  from  his  majefty’s  mini=* 
Iters  that  no  oppofition  would  be 
made  to  the  inftitution  of  full9 
open,  and  difpaffionate  enquiry. 
But  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
plantations  declaring,  that  he 
could  not  poffibly  give  his  vote 
for  the  motion  as  it  then  flood,  on 
account  of  the  aCtions  that  were 
depending  in  the  courts  below, 
Mr.  Burke  was  called  on  by  the 
houfe  to  enter  into  the  fubjeCt  at 
large. 

Ele  began  with  reprobating  the 
narrow,  miferabie  doCtrine  he  had 
juft  heard,  by  which  a  great  le- 
giflative  body,  the  grand  inquefl 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  was  taught 
to  lay  afide  its  wifdom,  policy  and 
jufiice,  and  dance  attendance,  like 
a  fervile,  cringing  valet,  upon 
the  petty  difputes  of  the  courts 
below.  He  called  on  the  houfe 
to  rejedt,  with  deteflation,  coun- 
fels  fo  full  of  infamy  and  injultice, 
and  to  think  they  could  not  refcue 
too  fpeedily  the  reputation  of  the 
country  from  the  difgraceful  im¬ 
putations  under  which  it  lay. 
Abjedt  thefts,  atrocious  rapine, 
and  every  fpecies  of  uncivilized 

barbarity. 
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barbarity,  had  been  charged,  in 
the  face  of  all  Europe,  on  Britilh 
commanders.  From  that  houfe 
all  Europe  would  expert  the  mod: 
dcKifive  proofs,  that  Great  Britain 
neither  felt  the  inclination,  nor 
had  fo  far  forgot  her  ancient  cha¬ 
racter,  as  to  countenance  the  com- 
mifiion  of  injuftice ;  but  was  al¬ 
ways  prepared  and  willing  to  liften 
to  the  complaints  of  the  injured, 
to  punifh  the  authors  of  violence, 
and  to  redrefs  the  wrongs  committed 
in  her  name. 

But  the  policy,  not  Iefs  than 
the  judice  of  the  nation,  was 
concerned  in  promoting  the  molt 
fpeedy  and  effectual  enquiry.  In 
the  arduous  conflict  in  which  we 
were  committed,  deftitute  of  alli¬ 
ances,  and  confcious  of  the  in¬ 

feriority  of  our  force  to  that  of 
the  enemies  combined  againft  us, 
we  Ihould  be  cautious  to  the  lad 
degree  of  venturing  upon  mea- 

fures,  which  might  induce  the 

neutral  dates  not  barely  to  regard 
our  druggies  with  indifference, 
but  to  rejoice  in  the  dedruCtion 
they  may  think  we  have  To  judly 
merited.  It  was  a  midaken  opi¬ 
nion,  that  dates  and  cabinets 
were  mere  machines,  moved  only 
by  intered.  Compofed  of  men, 
they  felt  as  men ;  were  actuated 
by  the  fame  fympathies  and  paf- 
fions,  and  naturally  inclined  to 

rife  up  in  defence  of  the  weak, 
when  not  deterred  by  the  recol¬ 
lection  of  wanton  provocations,  and 
the  lavvlefs  ufe  of  former  power. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations, 
Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  date  the 
faCts  on  which  he  wilhed  the  houfe 
to  take  ttp  the  enquiry.  After  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  idand 
of  St.  Vincent,  againd  which  a 
weak  and  infufficient  force  had 
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been  employed,  the  Britilh  com¬ 
manders,  in  obedience  to  directions 
received  from  England,  turned  their 
arms  againd  St.  Eudatius.  This 
ifland  was  known  to  be  in  a  date 
tGtally  defencelefs.  A  dngle  gun, 
of  which  the  friendly,  courteous  ufe, 
was  to  falute  the  fhips  of  the 
EngliOi  and  other  European  powers, 
on  their  arrival  at  this  free  port,  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  walls  of  a  neg- 
leCted,  mouldering  caitle,  in  which 
there  was  a  garrifon  of  twenty- 
feven  foldiers,  and  about  thirty 
other  perlons,  of  various  defcrip- 
tions.  The  armament  employed 
for  the  reduction  of  the  fettlement, 
thus  defended,  and  ignorant  even  of 
the  commencement  ofhodilities  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  confided  of 
fifteen  fail  of  the  line,  a  propor¬ 
tionate  number  of  frigates,  and  near 
3,000  chofen  troops.  On  this  occa¬ 
sion,  laid  Mr.  Burke,  the  miracle  of 
Jericho  was  needlefs ;  for  at  the 
fird  found  of  the  trumpet,  and  long 
before  the  ramparts  could  have 
fallen,  the  governor  furrendered  the 
idand  at  difcretion . 

He  next  proceeded  to  invedi- 
gate  the  extent  of  the  power  ac¬ 
quired  by  conquerors  over  an  ene¬ 
my  furrendering  at  difcretion.  He 
proved  from  the  authority  of  the 
mod  celebrated  writers  on  the  laws 
of  nations,  that  it  bv  no  means 
warranted  the  arbitrary  exercife 
of  any  fpecies  of  rapine  or  cruelty. 
That  difcretion  was  univerfally 
agreed  to  be,  not  arbitrium  cujus 
libet  pra'vi ;  but,  equi  bonique  ajiri. 
He  took  a  view  of  the  hidory  of 
that  branch  of  laws,  and  of  the 
contemporary  concurrent  practice 
of  the  mod  civilized  nations; 
diewing,  that  the  feelings  of  man¬ 
kind  had  at  all  times  gone  beyond 
the  theories  of  jurifprudence,  in 

mitigating 
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mitigating  the  calamities  of  war; 
and  arguing  from  thence  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  interpreting  the  maxims 
of  law,  even  in  the  prefent  im¬ 
proved  ftate  of  that  code,  in  the 
moft  mild  and  favourable  fenfe. 
He  therefore  contended,  that  from 
the  moment  of  fubmiffion,  the  van- 
quifhed  parties  were  entitled  to 
the  fecurity  of  fubjeds ;  that 
where  hoftilities  end,  there  pro¬ 
tection  begins;  and  that  though 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Euftatius 
^ere  not  abfolutely  claimants  of  a 
privileged  protedion,  yet  they 
fhould  have  found,  in  the  equity 
and  companion  of  the  conquerors, 
a  Ihelter  from  all  violence  and  de¬ 
predation. 

Having  eftablifhed  and  eluci¬ 
dated  this  general  dodrine,  Mr. 
Burke  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
enormities  charged  on  the  con¬ 
querors  of  St,  Euftatius.  As  foon 
as  they  had  got  poffeftion  of  the 
fettlement,  a  general  confifcation  of 
property  tpok  place;  every  ware- 
Koule  was  locked  up ;  every  inha¬ 
bitant  was  compelled  to  give  in  an 
account  of  his  plate,  jewels,  and 
ready  money;  even  the  neceftary 
fupply  of  provifions  was  hopped; 
and  in  this  general  order  no  dif- 
tindion  was  made  between  friends 
or  foes ;  no  rank,  fex,  or  age  was 
fpared ;  and  finally,  to  prevent  the 
pofiibility  of  diferiminating  their 
property,  and  to  impede  any  fu¬ 
ture  attempts  for  the  recovery  of 
its  value,  the  books  of  all  the  mer¬ 
chants  were  feized,  and  their  wares 
and  goods  thrown  into  one  common 
mafs. 

The  next  meafure  was  a  general 
profeription  of  the  inhabitants 
themfelves,  by  which  they  were 
obliged,  all  without  exception, 
English*  Dutch,  Jews,  French, 
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and  Americans,  to  quit' the  iflancL 
This  order  was  executed  without 
mercy;  the  miferabie  exiles  un¬ 
derwent  a  hrid  fearch  before  their 
departure;  and  the  cloaths  of 
fame  of  them  were  ripped  open, 
in  order  to  come  at  a  few  pieces  of 
money  which  they  had  concealed 
as  the  only  means  of  prefent  fub- 
fiftence. 

The  confifcation  of  property 
being  determined  on,  and  the 
inhabitants  removed,  the  fale  of 
their  goods  followed  next  in  or¬ 
der.  A  proclamation  was  iffued, 
offering  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to 
every  purchafer ;  fecurity  that  his 
money  fhould  not  be  taken  from 
him;  and  full  permiftion  to  tranf- 
port  to  any  place  he  chofe,  what¬ 
ever  merchandife  he  fhould  pur- 
chafe.  Seventeen  velfels,  prin¬ 
cipally  French,  were  accordingly 
freighted  with  ftores,  and  other 
articles,  purchafed  fifty  per  cent, 
under  the  intrinfic  value,  for  the 
fervice  of  our  enemies ;  and  left 
they  fhould  become  captures  to  the 
Britifh  privateers,  which  were  ho¬ 
vering  round  the  ifland,  and  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  return  of  the  purchafers, 
they  failed  under  the  convoy  of  an 
Englifh  fhip  of  war. 

Three  months  were  fpent  by 
the  Bricilh  commanders  in  dif- 
pofing  of  and  fecuring  the  plunder 
of  St.  Euftatius;  the  confequence^ 
of  this  conduct,  with  refpedl  to 
the  events  of  the  campaign,  both 
in  the  Weft- Indies  and  America, 
were  next  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Burke.  The  fleet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  George  Rodney, 
even  after  the  departure  of  Com¬ 
modore  Hotham,  (who  had  failed 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  convoy  a 
part  of  the  treafure  found  in  St. 
Euftatius  to  England)  amounted 
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to  21  fail  of  the  line.  The  whole 
French  force,  previous  to  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Moni'.  de  Grade,  con- 
lifted  only  of  eight  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  one  fifty.  This  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  of  recovering 
fume  of  our  former  poffeftions,  or 
attacking  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
was  entirely  negleftcd ;  the  whole 
fleet,  and  near  3*009  chofen 
troops,  being  kept  upwards  of 
two  months  in  a  ftate  of  total  in- 
aftion,  for  the  important  fervice 
of  protecting  the  fales  of  St.  JEu- 
flatius.  The  fecond  misfortune, 
that  had  fprung  from  the  fame  dif- 
graceful  caufe,  was  the  weaknefs 
of  the  detachment  fent  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 
French  fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
and  that  which  arrived  with  De 
fjrafle  from  Europe.  Three  fail 
of  the  line  were  detained  by  the 
commanders,  for  the  fame  lauda¬ 
ble  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  plunder 
of  St.  Euftatius;  and  this  repa¬ 
ration  of  our  naval  force,  in  all 
human  probability,  brought  on 
the  whole  train  of  calamitous 
sevents  which  followed  :  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  French  fleets;  the  lofs 
of  Tobago ;  and  finally,  the 
dreadful  difafter  in  the  Chefa- 
peak. 

Having  ftated  thefe  charges, 
Mr.  Burke  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  fupport  them  by  evidence  at  the 
bar.  He  trufted  the  two  honour¬ 
able  commanders,  would  feel  their 
honour  too  deeply  concerned,  not 
to  wifh  to  vindicate  their  conduft 
in  the  fulleft  and  moft  open  man¬ 
ner;  that  the  houfe  would  feel 
for  the  credit  and  character  of  the 
nation,  which  had  Offered  in  the 
opinion  of  all  Europe  ;  and  that 
as  to  himfelf,  the  magnitude  and 
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enormity  of  the  charge,  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  "  accufed,  the 
wretched  and  deplorable  condition 
of  many  of  the  unhappy  Offerers, 
whofe  caufe  he  had  undertaken  to 
fupport,  would  fhelter  him  from 
that  odium  which  was  generally 
attached  to  the  character  of  an 
accufer. 

In  anfwer  to  this  weighty  and 
pointed  charge.  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney,  after  a  virulent  inveftive 
againft:  the  Dutch,  declared,  that 
their  perfidious,  attachment  to  the 
enemies  of  Great-Britain,  had  de¬ 
termined  him  to  adopt  the  line  of 
conduCt  he  had  purfued,  in  the 
capture  of  St.  Euftatius ;  and 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  fully  jufti- 
fied  the  entire  confifcation  of  the 
property  found  on  the  ifland.  He 
could  not  have  been  actuated  by 
any  mercenary  views  in  this  de¬ 
termination,  as  he  had  avowedly- 
made  the  feizure  for  the  foie  and 
exclufive  benefit  of  the  crown ; 
and  had  not  received  intelligence, 
till  long  after  the  confifcation,  of 
his-  majefty’s  gracious  intentions 
of  relinquifhing  his  right  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fleet  and  army,  to 
whom  the  ifland  had  furrendered. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  outrages  that 
were  alledged  to  have  been  com¬ 
mitted,  or  any  wanton  and  lawlefs 
exercife  of  power,  he  afferted,  that 
as  far  as  the  accufation  related  to 
himfelf,  it  was  abfolutely  ground- 
lefs.  He  further  declared,  that 
if  any  aft  of  inhumanity  had  been 
committed,  it  had  never  reached 
his  ears.  On  the  contrary,  pro- 
teftion  and  aftiftance  were  liberally 
extended  to  all  who  flood  in  need 
of  them. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  of 
having  Offered  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  to  be  purchafed  for  the  fer- 
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.vice  of  the  enemy,  and  tranfported 
to  the  iflands  in  their  poffeffion, 
lie  declared  that  the  very  reverfe 
was  the  truth ;  that  he  had  given 
the  drifted  orders  none  of  them 
ffiould  be  fold,  but  all  fent  to  his 
majedy’s  yard  at  Antigua.  So 
fcrupuloudy  exaft  had  he  been  in 
this  refpeft,  that  he  had  not  only 
examined  himfelf  the  clearance  of 
every  fhip  that  wei/it  out  of  the 
port,  but  caufed  them  to  anchor 
under  his  dern,  where  they  were 
itriftly  examined  by  commiffioned 
officers  of  the  navy. 

As  to  the  afperiions  thrown  on 
bis  military  charafter,  for  re¬ 
maining  three  months  inactive  at 
St.  Eudatius,  and  detaching  an 
inadequate  force  to  prevent  the 
junftion  of  the  French  fleets,  he 
remarked,  that  matters  of  the  ut- 
mod  importance  had  made  his 
prefence  there,  for  fome  time,  ab¬ 
solutely  necedary.  That  during 
that  period  he  had  planned  two 
expeditions,  one  againd  Curacoa, 
the  other  againd  Surinam ;  and 
was  on  the  point  of  putting  them 
into  execution,  when  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  approach  of 
Monf.  de  Grade.  That  this  in¬ 
telligence  reported  the  French 
fleet  to  confid  of  no  more  than 
12  fail  of  the  line;  and  that,  con¬ 
sequently  he  had  thought  Sir 
Samuel  Hoed  a  fufficient  match 
for  them  with  15.  That  as  foon 
as  he  heard  of  the  failure  of  Sir 
Samuel  Flood,  he  had  put  to  fea 
with  the  fhips.  remaining  at  St. 
Eudatius,  and  failed  to  join  the 
fleet;  that  he  had  put  St.  Lucia 
into  fuch  a  poflure  of  defence,  as 
had  prefer ved  that  idand  from  the 
fubfequent  attack  of  the  French 
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and  that  he  fhould  doubtlefs  have 
intercepted  M,  de  Grade  him¬ 
felf,  Jiad  not  his  defigns  been  ( 
traitoroudy  dilcovered  to 
enemy. 

The  lofs  of  Tobago,  and  the 
unfortunate  concludon  of  the 
campaign  in  the  Chefapeak,  were, 
he  faid,  laid  to  his  charge  with 
equal  injudice.  With  refpeft;  to 
the  former,  the  tranfaftiops  re¬ 
lating  to  it  being  already  in  the 
podeffion  of  the  public,  and  no 
new  matter  adduced  by  the  ad¬ 
miral,  it  is  unneceflary  for  us  to 
repeat  them ;  as  to  the  latter,  be** 
ddes  the  arguments  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  his  conduft,  which  have 
been  dated  in  our  lad  volume  *, 
he  aflured  the  houfe  that  he  had 
difpatched  an  account  of  the  de- 
flgns  of  the  French  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  at  Jamaica,  re- 
queding  him  to  lofe  no  time  in 
fending  whatever  fhips  he  could 
poffibly  fpare  to  reinforce  the  ad¬ 
miral  on  the  coad  of  America. 

This  was  the  fum  of  the  defence 
fet  up  by  Sir  George  Rodney ; 
he  was  followed  by  Major  General 
Vaughan,  who  went  nearly  over 
the  fame  ground,  denying  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  his  having 
had  any  diare  or  concern  in  the 
depredation  and  outrages  alledged 
to  have  been  committed.  He  re- 
fufed  to  account  for  his  conduft  to 
an  individual,  but  declared  him¬ 
felf  ready  to  enter  into  the  fulled 
invedigation  of  it  before  the 
houfe,  if  they  fhould  think  fit  to 
call  for  it ;  and  in  proof  of  the 
falfity  of  one  of  the  charges,  he 
read  an  addrefs  he  had  received 
from  the  warden  and  rulers  of 
the  jews,  expreffing  the  fulled 
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fenfe  of  the  obligations  they  owed 
him  for  his  protection. 

I  due  being  thus  joined  by  the 
two  parties,  the  motion  for  a 
Committee  of  Enquiry  was  drong- 
ly  fupported  by  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendifh,  General  Conway,  Mr, 
Fox,  Mr.  Barre,  and  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan.  It  was  oppofed  by  Lord 
G.  Germaine,  the  Lord  Advo¬ 
cate  of  Scotland,  the  Secretary  at 
War,  and  Lord  North.  The  two 
laft  objected  principally  to  that 
part  of  the  motion,  which  tended 
to  prejudicate  and  affeCt  the  claims 
under  litigation  in  the  courts  be¬ 
low;  declaring  their  readinefs  to 
confent  to  the  fulled  inveftigation 
of  the  remaining  charges ;  the 
Lord  Advocate  objected  to  the 
whole,  for  want  of  a  fpecific  ac- 
cufation,  and  becaule,  he  faid, 
the  allegations  were  tco  indeter¬ 
minate  to  be  the  ground  of  a  par¬ 
liamentary  enquiry. 

The  motion  being  at  length 
amended,  fo  as  to  except  "  all 
*c  wares  and  merchandife  claimed 
«*  in  the  courts  in  Weftminfter- 
«  Hall,”  on  a  divifion,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  quedion,  89 ;  againd 
it,  163, 

,  The  Earl  of  Lilburne 

ec*  ^  having  moved,  “  that 
(t  100,000  Teamen  be  granted  for 
«  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,” 
an  amendment  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Huffey,  to  fubftitute  110,000, 
inftead  of  the  number  propofed. 
This  amendment,  though  evidently 
calculated  to  flrengthen  the  hands 
of  government,  yet  coming  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe,  occa- 
honedat  firdfome  hefitation  amongd 
the  members  in  adminidration,  and 
afterwards  produced  a  long  and 
warm  debate. 

In  fupport  of  the  original  mo¬ 


tion,  it  was  urged,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  therein  ipecified,  exceeded 
by  10,000  the  number  voted  lad 
year  ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  great 
Ioffes  we  had  fuftained,  the  lhips 
of  the  line  now  in  commiffion  were 
fix  fewer  than  they  were  before. 
That  indeed  14  fail,  at  leaft, 
were  expecled  to  be  ready  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year ;  but  that  as 
99,845  men  had  actually  been  em¬ 
ployed  lad  year,  though  90,000 
only  were  voted ;  fo  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  the  board  of  admiralty 
lhould  not  think  itfelf  bound  to 
limit  the  fervice  to  the  number 
granted,  but  lhould  doubtlefs  make 
every  poflible  exertion  to  increafe 
the  naval  drength  of  the  empire  to 
the  utmod. 

This  alarming  account,  given 
by  government  itfelf,  of  the  de¬ 
creasing  date  of  the  navy,  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  indignation  by 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe. 
Adminidration  was  accufed  of  an 
improper  and  dangerous  predi¬ 
lection  for  the  army.  To  this 
caufe  the  feeble  condition  of  the 
fleet  was  attributed;  and  it  was 
therefore  urged  as  one  of  the  mod 
powerful  arguments  to  induce 
parliament  to  impound  (as  the 
member  who  moved  the  amend¬ 
ment  aptly  expreffed  himfelf) 
520,000/.  of  the  public  money* 
the  value  of  the  additional  num¬ 
ber  of  feamen  propofed,  for  the 
foie  and  excludve  fervice  of  the 
navy. 

In  corroboration  of  this  charge* 
feveral  members  averred  from  their 
own  knowledge,  that  the  admi¬ 
ralty  had  not  only  negleCled  to 
employ  the  public  docks  in  build¬ 
ing  to  the  extent  of  which  they 
were  capable,  but  that  they  had 
refufed  the  offers  of  feveral  pri¬ 
vate 
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vate  builders.  That  there  were 
four  yards  in  the  river  Thames, 
each  capable  of  building  four  fail 
of  the  line ;  and  that  the  but- 
ports  could  furnifti  as  many  more ; 
all  of  which  there  could  be  no 
doubt  might  have  been  engaged 
for  the  fervice  of  government. 
The  want  of  money  was  the  only 
plea  that  could  be  alledged  in  ex- 
cufe  for  this  conduit ;  and  if  they 
jrefufed  the  fupply  now  offered 
them,  the  public  would  juftly  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  fome  dark  and  finiffer 
caufe. 

To  thefe  arguments  it  was  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  being  allowed  on 
both  fides,  that  the  amendment 
propofed  could  not  add  to  or 
take  away  from  the  navy  a  fingle 
feaman,  the  queftion  was  reduced 
to  a  mere  point  of  finance.  The 
committee  was  called  on  to  vote 
the  firff  branch  of  the  fupplies, 
the  fupply  of  the  navy,  which 
had  always,  and  very  defervedly, 
been  the  favourite  fervice  of  the 
nation.  In  this  cafe,  the  cuffom 
in  the  laft  war,  and  the  cuffom  in 
the  prefent,  had  invariably  been  to 
vote  a  fpeciffc  number  of  Teamen; 
but  this  number  had  always  been 
much  lefs  than  the  number  known 
to  be  actually  employed.  During 
the  laft  war,  the  vote  of  fupply 
had  never  exceeded  70,000,  and 
yet  the  number  employed  had 
amounted  from  82,000  to  86,000 
men.  This  had  been  the  conftant 
practice  of  parliament;  and  it 
was  certainly  much  lefs  neceftary 
to  increafe  the  number  fpeciffed 
in  the  prefent  vote,  fince,  it  by 
fome  thoufands,  exceeds  the  com¬ 
plement  requifite  to  man  the  pre¬ 
fent  lift  of  the  navy.  Be  Tides, 
was  it  neceftary  or  expedient,  at 
this  early  ftage  of  the  fupply,  to 


impound  500,600/.?  Other  fef- 
vices  remained  to  be  provided  for  j 
and  though  (notwithstanding  the 
inftnuations  that  had  been  thrown 
out)  no  perfons  were  more  ready 
to  allow,  than  his  majefty’s  prefent 
fervants,  that  the  navy  ought  to 
have  the  preference,  yet  gentlemen 
would  conffder  that  every  other 
fervice  fhould  not  be  facriftced  to 
the  name  of  a  navy ;  the  amend - 
obvioufty  going  no 

As  to  the  charge  of  negleft  of 
duty  in  the  board  of  admiralty, 
it  was  either  generally  denied  by 
the  members  in  the  houfe,  who 


ment  propofed 
further. 


belonged  to  that  department,  or 
the  blame,  if  any  exifted,  thrown 
on  the  navy  office;  but  thougk 
the  inftances  had  been  particularly 
fpeciffed,  none  of  them  were  con¬ 
troverted,  except  in  the  cafe  of  a 
Mr.  Wells,  whole  propofals  for 
building  fhips  for  the  fervice  of 
government  had  been  rejected,  on 
account  of  their  extravagance.  At 
length  the  amendment  was  rejeffled, 
on  a  aiviffon  ;  there  being  ayes,  77  j 
noes,  143. 

On  the  day  ap-  r*  , 
pointed  for  voting  the  ec*  I2t  9 
army  fupplies,  (the  queftion  al¬ 
luded  to  by  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  when,  he  faid,  minifters 
would  be  under  the  neceflity  of 
coming  to  fome  explicit  declar¬ 
ation,  with  refpeffl  to  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  American  war)  the 
houfe  was  early  and  uncommonly 
crowded.  The  difficulty  with 
which  it  was  forefeen  the  minifter 
would  be  brought  to  difclofe  the 
intentions  of  government,  and  the 
dexterity  he  had  already  fhewn  in 
evading  the  queftions  with  which 
he  had  been  prefted  on  that  fub- 
jesft,  induced  the  oppofttion  to 

bring 
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bring  forward  a  motion,  which, 
though  it  would  fail  in  its  in¬ 
tended  effieCt,  of  forcing  from  him 
any  binding  declaration,  might  at 
lead  ferve  to  dilcover  the  number 
of  thofe  in  the  houfe,  who,  with¬ 
out  refpeCt  to  their  general  poli¬ 
tical  fentiments  agreed  in  opi¬ 
nion  with  them  upon  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war. 

As  the  objeft  of  this  meafure 
was  to  form  a  coalition  from  all 
parties,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
obliging  the  crown  to  put  an  end 
to  an  attempt  at  once  ruinous  and 
impracticable,  the  motion  was 
drawn  without  any  criminatory 
retrofpeCt,  in  terms  the  mod  cool 
and  temperate.  It  was,  “  to  de- 
**  clare,  that  the  war  carried  on 
6(  in  the  colonies  and  plantations 
e£  of  North  America,  had  been 
“  ineffectual  to  the  purpofes  for 
fC  which  it  had  been  undertaken, 
r‘  of  affording  protection  to  his 
et  majedy’s  loyal  fubjeCts  there, 
“  and  of  defeating  the  hoftile  in- 
“  tentions  of  our  confederated 
“  enemies.’ ’ — And  fecondly, 

t(  That  it  was  the  opinion  of 
«  the  houfe,  that  all  farther  at- 
«  tempts  to  reduce  the  Americans 
“  to  obedience  by  force,  would  be 
«  ineffectual,  and  injurious  to  the 
“  true  intereds  of  this  country,  by 
«  weakening  her  powers  to  refid 
“  her  ancient  and  confederated 

enemies.” 

The  motion  was  made  by  Sir 
James  Lowther,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Powis,  in  a  long  and  eloquent 
fpeech,  in  which  the  various  to¬ 
pics  that  had  been  urged  in  the 
repeated  difcuffions  thia  matter  had 
undergone,  were  placed  in  many 
new  and  driking  points  of  view. 
As  foon  as  he  fat  down.  Lord 
North  arofe,  imagining,  he  faid, 
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that  the  houfe  were  in  immediate 
expectation  of  hearing  his  opi¬ 
nion,  and  femible  that  the  fooner 
it  was  given,  they  would  be  able 
with  the  greater  facility  and  pre- 
cifion  to  form  a  proper  judgment 
on  the  two  proportions  that  had 
been  offered  to  their  confider- 
ation. 

To  the  motions,  he  faid,  he 
had  great  and  weighty  objections, 
but  before  he  dated  them  to  the 
houfe,  he  felt  himfelf  bound, 
efpecially  after  what  had  palled  on 
another  occafion,  to  fpeak  much 
more  explicitly  than  what  was  his 
ufual  cudom,  and  indeed,  than 
was  wife  and  politic  for  a  man  in 
a  high  and  refponfible  office  to  do, 
concerning  the  future  mode  of 
profecuting  the  war.  He  then 
declared,  that  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vants  had  come  to  a  determination, 
that  the  mode  of  profecuting 
hoflilities  internally  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America  fhould  no 
longer  be  followed ;  but  that  the 
form  of  the  war  fnould  undergo  a 
total  change.  This  declaration, 
he  faid,  he  fhould  not  have  thought 
himfelf  warranted  in  duty  to  make, 
had  not  the  edimates  of  the  army, 
then  on  the  table,  declared  nearly 
as  much.  By  thofe  edimates  the 
houfe  would  fee,  that  government 
had  not  provided  itfelf  with  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war  in 
the  manner  it  had  hitherto  been 
conducted ;  and  therefore,  the 
houfe  could  not  require  a  furer 
pledge  of  the  future  intentions  of 
adminidration 

Having  made  this  declaration, 
his  lordlhip  dated  the  objections 
to  which  he  conceived  the  motion 
before  the  houfe  was  liable.  He 
infided  on  its  impolicy,  as  it 
pointed  out  to  the  enemy  what 

was 
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was  to  be  the  future  fjftem  of  the 
war,  and  confequently  dire&ed 
them  where  to  prepare  for  defence, 
or  to  plan  their  attacks,  with  the 
greateft  advantage*  He  objected 
to  the  loofe  and  general  terms  in 
which  it  was  expreiled ;  a  cir- 
cumfiance,  which  he  thought  alone 
fiufficient  to  induce  the  houfe  to 
reje«A  it.  It  called  on  them  to 
refolve  again  ft  all  future  attempts 
to  reduce  the  Americans  by  force. 
Were  the  motion  to  pafs,  though 
the  American  privateers  Ihould 
infult  our  coafls,  or  cut  our  mer¬ 
chantmen  out  of  harbour,  no 
Englifh  officer  would  venture  to 
attack  or  oppofe  them.  Was 
New- York  and  its  dependencies, 
was  Charles-Town  and  Halifax 
to  be  evacuated  ?  Defended  they 
could  not  be,  if  the  motion  fhould 
pafs :  at  lead:,  added,  the  noble 
lord,  if  /  had  brought  forward 
fuch  a  motion,  and  given  it  a  lefs 
extenfive  explanation,  I  fhould 
have  been  accufed,  without  mer¬ 
cy,  of  fhufHings,  twifiings,  and 
evaftons,  in  order  to  delude  the 
houle.  Was  it  intended  then 
that  we  fhould  withdraw  our  ar¬ 
mies  and  our  Mips,  give  up  to 
them  all  our  ports,  open  to  them 
all  the  feas,  and  fuffer  them  to 
give  what  affiflance  they  pleafed 
to  the  ancient  enemies  of  this 
country  ?  Was  it  not  known  they 
were  bound  by  treaty  to  aid  the 
French  and  Spaniards  in  the  con- 
quell  of  the  WefLIndia  iflands  > 
And  could  it  be  doubted,  that 
this  would  be  the  firft  effedt  of  our 
totally  abandoning  the  war  in 
America  ?  If  it  was  imagined  that 
fuch  a  proceeding  might  facilitate 
the  return  of  peace,  he  muft  again 
beg  leave  to  be  of  a  totally  different 
opinion.  He  could  not  conceive. 


that  the  molt  effectual  way  to 
render  an  adverfary  tradable,  and 
make  him  reafonable  with  refped't 
to  terms  of  peace,  would  be  to 
declare  we  would  fight  Mm  no 
Snore. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  ob¬ 
jections  made  by  Lord  North,  in 
which  he  was  fup ported  by  Mr. 
Welbore  Ellis,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine.  The  latter  having 
declared,  that  he  regarded  the 
motion  as  amounting  to  a  refo- 
lution  to  abandon  the  American 
war  altogether,  faid,-  he  Mould 
make  no  fcruple  in  alluring  the 
houle,  that  if  parliament  acceded 
to  it,  he  fhould  immediately  re¬ 
tire  ;  for  be  the  confequence 
what  it  might,  he  would  not  hold 
his  place  on  the  condition  of  fign- 
ing  any  inftrument  tending  to 
eftabliM  the  independence  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Several  of  the  country  gen¬ 
tlemen  declared  themfelves  Tatis- 
fied  with  the  a  durances  given  by 
minifters,  coniidering  them  as 
tantamount  to  the  propofkions  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  unlefs  thofe  pro- 
pofitions  were  defigned  to  go  a 
length  which  they  thought  nei¬ 
ther  conflitutional,  prudent,  fafe, 
nor  honourable*- 

In  fupport  of  the  queflion,  it 
was  contended,  that  the  find  ob-" 
jedtton  Hated  by  the  noble  lord, 
fcarcely  deferved  a  ferious  an  Ever. 
That  to  fuppofe  a  refolution  to 
abandon  the  American  war,  would 
in  any  degree  difeover  to  the  ene¬ 
my  againft  what  part  of  their 
extenfive  dominions,  vulnerable  in 
a  thoufand  places,  the  next  blow 
would  be  aimed,  was  abfurd  and 
ridiculous.  It  would  rather  tend 
to  produce  a  contrary  effedt;  at 
prefent,  they  were  fure  of  meeting 
us,  and  that  to  the  greateft  advan- 
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tage,  on  the  continent  of  North 
America :  whereas  the  meafure 
now  recommended,  by  fetting  our 
arms  at  perfedl  liberty,  would  in- 
creafe  the  apprehenfions,  embar- 
rafs  the  councils,  and  diltract  the 
operations  of  the  enemy. 

The  objection  drawn  from  the 
latitude  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
motion  was  expreffed,  was  faid  to 
be  equally  ill-founded.  The  moll: 
general  terms  had  been  adopted, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  houfe,  as 
much  as  polfible,  from  interfering 
with  the  executive  branch  of  go¬ 
vernment.  It  was  the  objefl  of  the 
war  government  was  called  on  to 
relinquifh.  It  was  all  further  at¬ 
tempts  to  reduce  the  colonies  to 
obedience  by  force,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  was  defired  to  reprobate. 
The  general  conduct  of  the  war 
againft  Spain,  Holland,  and 
France,  turned  with  America, 
was  flill  left  where  the  confti- 
tution  had  placed  it,  in  the  hands 
of  the  king  ;  and  it  was  only 
defigned  to  convey  to  the  crown 
the  opinion  that  houfe  entertained 
of  the  fatal  effefts  of  continuing 
to  profecute  the  American  conteil 
as  one  of  the  primary  obje&s  of 
the  war. 

As  to  the  effect  which  the  mea¬ 
fure  propofed  would  have  in  acce¬ 
lerating  or  retarding  an  honourable 
accommodation,  it  was  argued, 
that  the  particular  fituation  in 
which  the  colonifls  flood,  made  it 
neceffary  for  them  to  avoid,  in 
common  prudence,  the  danger  of 
exciting  the  jealoufy  of  their 
allies,  by  making  to  Great  Britain 
the  firfl  overtures  of  reconciliation. 
That  the  firfl  advances  towards  it 
mufl  therefore  be  made  by  us ; 
and  that  nothing  would  fo  effec¬ 
tually  engage  America  to  meet  us, 
Vol.  XXV. 


as  freeing  her  from  all  apprehen** 
fions  for  her  own  fccurity. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  affurances 
given  by  miniflers,  which  appeared 
to  have  fo  much  weight  with  fe- 
veral  members  of  the  houfe,  it 
was  afked  to  what  they  amounted, 
even  if  they  could  be  depended  on, 
fuch  as  they  were  r — -It  had  been, 
faid,  that  the  mode  of  the  war 
was  to  be  totally  changed ;  that  it 
was  not  to  be  conducted  on  the 
fame  plan  and  on  the  fame  fcale 
as  before. 

A  war  then  it  was  obvious  there 
was  flill  to  be ;  and  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  faid  he  was  ready,  as  a  pro- 
fefiional  man,  to  join  blue  with 
thofe,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
houfe,  on  this  fingle  point,  whe¬ 
ther  the  language  of  the  miniflers, 
coupled  with  their  avowed  inten¬ 
tion  of  keeping  New- York  and 
other  polls  on  the  continent  of 
America,  did  not  evince  an  ob- 
ilinate  adherence  in  the  king’s 
councils  to  offenfive  war.  The 
great,  if  not  the  only  purpofe,  of 
keeping  places  of  arms  upon  an 
enemy’s  coatl,  and  efpecially  up¬ 
on  a  continent,  mufl.  he  faid,  be 
for  offenfive  operations.  But  even 
if  the  confequence  fhould  not  be 
granted,  the  maintenance  of  polls 
upon  any  other  principle  would 
prove,  not  only  a  mofl  improvident 
and  prepoflerous  mode  of  war, 
but  equally  ruinous  with  the 
prefent. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  houfe  divided  on  the 
queflion  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  there  appearing  ayes,  220; 
noes,  179  ;  the  original  queflion 
was  confequently  loft. 

The  number  of  thofe  who  had 
ufually  fupported  the  minifler, 
but  who  voted  againft  him  on  the 
[  K  ]  prefent 
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prefent  occafion,  were  fuppofed 
to  have  amounted  nearly  to  20. 
Though  this  defection  was  not  in 
itfelf  of  fuftkient  magnitude  to  be 
attended  with  any  immediate  bad 
effedt  to  the  exigence  of  admi- 
niftration,  yet  other  fymptoms  ap¬ 
peared,  which  feemed  to  threaten 
it  with  the  mod  fatal  confequences. 
The  total  want  of  union  and  con¬ 
cert  in  the  cabinet,  the  great  di- 
verfity  of  opinion  which  prevail¬ 
ed  amongft  the  fervants  of  the 
crown*  and  which  they  were  no 
longer  able  to  conceal,  occafion- 
cd,  amongft  all  defcriptions  of 
people,  a  very  juft  and  univerfal 
alarm.  Thofe  who  had  hitherto 
adled  with  government  from  a 
-coincidence  of  opinion,  either 
found  themfelves  at  a  lofs  where 
to  fix  in  the  general  wreck  of 
principle,  or  chofe  rather  to  rifk 
a  change  of  fyftem,  than  expofe 
the  country  to  the  inevitable  ruin 
which  muft  have  followed  the  di¬ 
vided  and  ftu&uating  ftate  of  its 
councils.  Others*  who  looked 
only  at  the  fortune  of  minifters, 
forefaw  with  great  quicknefs  the 
weaknefs  thefe  divifions  would 
neceflarily  occafion,  and  the  dan¬ 
gerous  advantage  this  would  give 
to  adtive  and  powerful  opponents. 
J3ut  what  feems  to  have  principally 
contributed  to  deftroy  that  im¬ 
plicit  confidence,  which  the  houfe 
had  been  in  the  habit  for  fo  long 
a  courfe  of  years  of  repofing  in  the 
minifter,  was  the  doubtful  and 
undecided  manner  in  which  he 
was,  perhaps,  under  the  necefhty 
of  expreffmg  himfelf,  upon  the 
important  queftions  now  under 
difcuflion.  The  minds  of  men 
being  by  this  means,  as  it  were, 
fet  afloat,  every  one  was  in  fome 
fort  obliged  to  think  for  himfelf; 


and  the  great  advantage  attending 
ftrong  and  decided  meafures  was 
loft,  which  impoi'e  on  the  fenfe 
of  mankind,  and  often  gain  fup- 
port  and  applaufe  without  exa¬ 
mination. 

It  was  alfo  remarked  in  this  de¬ 
bate,  that  the  members  who,  tho* 
joined  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Whigs,  were  fuppofed  to  ail  more 
immediately  in  concurrence  with 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  expreffed 
themfelves  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  America 
with  great  caution  and  referve. 
The  queftion  of  independence  hav¬ 
ing  alfo  unavoidably  rifen  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  Mr.  Dunning  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that, 
the  perfon,  who  fhould  propofe  an 
avowal  of  it  in  favour  of  America, 
would  be  guilty  of  a  crime  littl# 
fhort  of  high  treafon. 

The  late  hour,  to  which  the 

debate  on  the  twelfth  had  been 

protraCted,  made  it  neceflary  to 

defer  proceeding  on  the  buftnefs 

of  the  army  eftimates  till  the  fol* 

Friday,  when 
* 

£1  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war  underwent,  for  the  fourth 
time  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
feflion,  a  long  and  vehement  dif- 
cuftion.  The  arguments,  that  had 
been  made  ufe  of  on  former  oc¬ 
cafion  s,  were  again  chiefly  recur¬ 
red  to  ;  the  infecurity  and  in* 
fufliciency  of  the  aflurances  give* 
by  minifters  were  urged,  not  with¬ 
out  a  mixture  of  perfonal  afperity 
and  inve&ive,  on  the  ground  of 
former  delu lions,  of  notorious  dif- 
union  in  the  councils,  and  contra¬ 
dictory  language  amongft  the  mem* 
bers  of  adminiftration :  on  the  ftde 
of  the  latter,  the  debate  was  but 
weakly  fupported ;  and  the  firft: 
lord  of  the  treafury,  though  called 


Dec.  14th, 


lowing 
the  fub 
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Oh,  in  a  manner  not  lefs  unufual 
than  unbecoming  to  the  dignity 
of  governirfent,  by  members  pof- 
fe fling  high  offices  under  the  crown, 
to  ftate  the  differences  which  tub 
fided  in  the  cabinet  to  the  houfe, 
contented  himfelf  with  repeating 
his  former  declarations. 

A  divifion  again  took  place  on  a 
motion,  that  the  chairman  fhould 
quit  the  chair,  and  report  a  pro- 
grefs,  which  was  negatived  by  166 
to  84  ;  after  which,  the  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  made  by  the  fecretary  at  war 
were  carried  without  debate. 

,  Mr.  Burke  gave  no- 
Dec.  i/ti.  t*ce  Qf  hjg  intentions  to 

move,  foon  after  the  expiration  of 
the  recefs,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ex¬ 
changing  prifoners  with  America. 
The  law  as  it  then  Hood,  he  faid, 
was  not  only  unjufl:  and  oppreflive 
in  its  principle,  but  liable  to  the 
moft  enormous  abufes.  Its  opera¬ 
tion,  inftead  of  being  dire&ed  by 
the  nature  of  the  offences  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  affed,  was  confined  to  dif- 
tindions  purely  geographical.  Thus 
it  depended,  not  on  the  imputed 
criminality  of  a  prifoner,  but  on  the 
place  where  he  was  taken,  or  the 
place  to  which  he  was  conveyed, 
whether  he  fhould  be  confidered  as 
a  traitor,  a  pirate,  or  a  prifoner  of 
war. 

Amongft  the  abufes,  which  had 
arifen  from  the  exercife  of  the  power 
given  to  government  by  the  ad 
alluded  to,  he  adverted  particularly 
to  the  fituation  of  Mr.  Laurens  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne.  With  re- 
fped  to  the  former,  he  reprehended 
with  great  feverity  the  cruelty,  the 
injuftice,  and  the  impolicy  of  the 
treatment  that  diftinguilhed  perfon 
had  met  with.  He  meant  at  the 


proper  time  to  contend,  that  he  was 
entitled  to  his  freedom  on  parole^, 
as  a  prifoner  of  war ;  but  w’hethor 
the  houfe  fhould  coincide  with  him 
in  that  opinion  or  not,  the  unex¬ 
ampled  rigour  and  feverity  of  his 
confinement  admitted  of  no  ex- 
cufe.  He  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  to  this  very  ferious 
bufmefs  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feflion,  and  had  propofed  that  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower  fhould  be 
examined  on  the  fubjed  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe.  But  from  fome  ap¬ 
pearance  of  difinclination  in  go¬ 
vernment  to  this  flep,  and  the  fear 
of  injuring,  by  any  hafty  pro¬ 
ceeding,  the  perfon  whofe  fituation 
he  wifhed  to  relieve,  and  partly 
from  a  perfuafion  that  miniflers 
would  themfelves  be  defirous  of 
preventing  any  further  difcufiion, 
by  redrefling  the  grievance  com¬ 
plained  of ;  he  had  declined  mak¬ 
ing  any  motion  on  the  fubjech 
The  cafe  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Bur¬ 
goyne  was  not  lefs  cruel  and  op¬ 
preflive,  his  exchange  having  been 
prevented  by  a  manoeuvre,  that 
was  likely  to  doom  him  to  per¬ 
petual  captivity.  A  party  of  the 
Americans  having  been  cut  off  by 
a  detachment  of  Britifh  troops, 
joined  by  a  large  party  of  Indians, 
the  commander,  in  order  to  fave 
the  lives  of  his  prifoners  from  the 
barbarity  of  his  allies,  was  obliged 
to  connive  at  their  efcape,  having 
however  firfl  ftipulated  with  one  of 
the  American  generals,  that  the 
men  thus  fuffered  to  efcape  Ihould 
be  accounted  for  in  the  next  ex¬ 
change.  This  fiipulation  Con- 
grefs  had  refufed  to  ratify ;  and 
accordingly,  thefe  men  (who  from 
the  name  of  the  poll;  where  they 
were  taken,  were  called  Cedar  men) 
[K]z  though 
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though  generally  claimed,  had  al¬ 
ways  been  tacitly  allowed  to  be 
fet  aiide  in  the  fubfequent  cartels. 
But  when  the  American  com- 
miftioners  had  agreed  to  accept  of 
1040  prifoners  in  exchange  for 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  minifters 
had  for  the  firft  time  infilled  on 
their  taking  the  Cedar  men  as  a 
part  of  that  number ;  and  the 
Americans  being  equally  deter¬ 
mined  in  refufing  them,  his  ex¬ 
change,  under  fuch  circumltances, 
became  a  matter  of  abfolute  im- 
poifibility. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  the  partial 
and  oppreffive  conduT  of  govern¬ 
ment  towards  the  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral,  Mr.  Burke  informed  the 
houfe  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  incloling  a 
refolution  of  Congrefs,  by  which 
he  was  empowered  to  treat  with 
the  Britilh  minillry  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exchanging  General  Bur¬ 
goyne  for  Mr.  Laurens.  This 
neo-ociation  Dr.  Franklin  had  re- 

O 

quelled  Mr.  Burke  to  undertake ; 
and  he  had  accordingly  made  the 
proper  official  applications,  but 
hitherto  without  effect. 

In  the  converfation  which  after¬ 
wards  took  place  on  this  fubjefl, 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Laurens’s  hav¬ 
ing  been  treated  with  any  unufual 
rigour  was  pofitively  denied.  In 
proof  of  this  affertion,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Tower,  dated  Nov. 
1780,  in  which  he  acquaints  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  ilate,  that  he 
had  waited  on  Mr.  Laurens,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fatisfying 
himfelf  with  refpefi  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  he  received,  and  that  he 


had  learned  from  Ids  Own  mouth, 
that  he  had  met  with  every  civility 
and  kindnefs  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  hope  for.  A  member  alfo 
got  up  and  declared,  that  the 
lieutenant-governor  had  again  vi- 
lited  his  prifoner,  within  the  lalh 
three  days,  and  that  he  had  not 
heard  there  was  the  fmallell  ground 
of  complaint. 

Between  thefe  contradiflory  af- 
fertions,  the  matter  remained  fuf- 
pended  till  the  day  of  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  houfe,  when  Mr. 


Burke  brought  up  a  reprefeniation 
and  prayer ,  addreffed  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Laurens 
himfelf,  which  was,  on  a  mo¬ 
tion,  laid  on  the  table.  It  was 
remarkable  that  this  petition  * 
was  written  by  Mr.  Laurens  him¬ 
felf,  with  a  black  -  lead  pencil ; 
he  having,  as  is  fuppofed,  refufed 
to  accept  of  fome  indulgences  that 
had  been  lately  offered  him,  and 
amongft  the  reft,  that  of  pen  and 
ink,  the  ufe  of  which  had  been, 
during  the  greateft  part  of  his  con¬ 
finement,  ftri&ly  forbidden  him. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this 
placfe  to  add,  that  the  admiffion  of 
Mr.  Laurens  to  bail,  and  the  ex¬ 
change  of  General  Burgoyne,  which 
foon  after  took  place,  together 
with  the  fubfequent  alterations 
in  the  political  government  of  the 
country,  made  it  unneceffary  for 
Mr.  Burke  to  proceed  with  his 
intended  bill  of  regulation. 


In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the 
ordinary  buftnefs  of  government 
was  differed  to  proceed  without  any 
oppofition  till  the  day 
appointed  for  palling 
the  malt  and  land-tax  bills,  when 


19th, 


#  Inferted  in  our  laft  Volume,  p.  3  zz* 


the 
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the  Marquis  of  Rockingham 
moved,  that  the  third  reading  of 
the  bills  fhould  be  deferred  till  the 
firft  VVednefday  after  the  recefs. 

He  prefaced  this  motion  by  de¬ 
claring,  that  a  recent  public  ca¬ 
lamity,  the  retreat  of  the  fleet 
under  Admiral  Kempenfelt,  had 
brought  him  down  that  day  to  the 
houfe  ;  that  he  came  without  con¬ 
futation  with  any  perfon  what¬ 
ever,  and  with  the  expe&ation 
that  he  fhould  probably  not  meet 
with  a  fingle  peer  who  would 
unite  in  opinion  with  him ;  but 
that  he  was  neither  to  be  deterred 
from  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  by  fuperiority  of  numbers, 
nor  difheartened  by  the  thin  at¬ 
tendance  of  his  friends. 

He  then  entered  into  a  concife 
but  comprehenfive  detail  of  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  and  urged 
from  thence  the  neceffity  of  com¬ 
ing  to  fome  immediate  and  de- 
ciiive  meafures,  for  faving  what 
remained  of  the  empire  from  the 
irretrievable  ruin,  towards  which 
it  was  rapidly  verging.  If  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  coun¬ 
try  laboured,  had  arifen  from  the 
ordinary  vicifiitudes  of  fortune, 
he  kpew,  he  faid,  that  the  pride, 
the  fpirit,  the  perfeverance,  the 
unconquerable  refolution  of  Eng- 
lifhmeri,  would  fill  1  be  able  to 
furmount  them ;  but  whilft  he 
traced  them  to  their  real  caufe, 
to  the  exigence  of  a  ruinous  fyftem 
of  politics,  which  had  blafted  the 
vigour  and  energy  of  the  country, 
had  driven  every  man  of  honour 
and  ability  from  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  and  was  founded  on  a 
principle  of  weaknefs  and  dif- 
union  for  its  bafts,  he  confeffed 
that  he  felt  himfelf  overwhelmed 
with  defpair. 


After  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length,  which  was  delivered  with 
an  unufual  exertion  of  voice,  and 
a  flow  of  genuine  eloquence,  he 
concluded  with  calling  on  the 
noble  lords  prefent,  to  join  him 
in  delaying  for  a  few  days  the 
granting  of  the  propofed  fupplies, 
in  order  that  in  a  fuller  aflembly, 
and  after  a  more  mature  deli¬ 
beration,  they  might  be  better 
able  to  judge  how  far  it  was  pru¬ 
dent,  to  entruft  any  longer  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  money  to 
perfons,  whofe  grofs  mi i conduct 
was  every  day  the  caufe  of  accu¬ 
mulating  frefh  misfortunes  on  the 
country. 

The  obje&ions  made  to  the 
proportions  of  the  Marquis,  were 
founded  on  the  mifehiefs  that 
would  arife  from  any  delay  in 
granting  the  current  fupplies  of 
the  year,  and  were  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  that  had  been  urged 
before  on  the  like  occafion  in  the 
other  houfe.  The  queilion,  as 
amended,  being  put,  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  and  the  bills 
palled  without  a  divifion. 

On  the  zoth,  as  foon  as  the 
royal  affent  was  given  to  the 
money  bills,  and  the  fpeaker  had 
returned  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  one  of  the  fecretaries 
of  the  treafury  role,  and  mov¬ 
ed,  ’that  the  houfe  at  its  rifing 
fhould  adjourn  to-  the  22d  day  of 
J  anuary. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a 
warm  and  animated  debate,  in 
which  the  recent  in  fiance  of  mif- 
condudl  in  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the 
admiralty  was  ftrongly  infilled  on, 
as  an  additional  proof  of  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  proceeding,  without  de¬ 
lay,  into  an  invcftigation  of  the 
caufes  of  the  difgraceful  and  rui- 
[K]  3  nous 


v 


150]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784. 


nous  events  that  had  attended  all 
our  naval  operations.  The  houfe 
was  reminded,  that  four  years  be¬ 
fore,  an  adjournment  of  fix  weeks 
had  cod  the  nation  thirteen  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  and  they  were  now  cau¬ 
tioned,  as  they  had 'loft  America 
by  one  recefs,  not  to  rifk  the  loftng 
of  the  Weft  Indies  by  another. 

The  conduct  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  defended  in  a  long 
and  able  fpeech  by  Lord  Mul- 
grave;  but  his  doClri*  es  relative 
to  the  relponftbility  of  official  mi- 
nifters,  was  ftrongiy  reprobated. 
He  had  argued  tnat  the  noble 
pari,  againft  whom  the  members 
on  the  other  fide  had  been  fo  li¬ 
beral  in  their  charges,  a&ed  in 
two  diftiadt  capacities,  that  of  a 
cabinet  minifter,  and  of  a  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty ;  and  therefore, 
that  it  was  unfair  to  make  him 
folely  refponfible  in  his  official' 
character  for  faults,  which  might 
bave  originated  in  the  cabinet 
council  of  which  he  was  only  one 
member*.  Thus,  he  faid,  with 
refpeCt  to  the  blame  imputed  to 
the  noble  earl  for  fending  out 
Admiral  Kempenfelt,  with  only 
12  fail  of  the  line,  the  charge 
ought  in  juftice  to  have  confifted 
of  two  branches :  the  firft  queftion 
fhould  have  been,  whether  the 
cabinet  had  aCted  right  in  ordering 
out  12  fail  of  the  line,  to  watch 
motions  of  icj  ;  and  the  fe» 


cond,  whether  the  board  had  been 
negligent  in  equipping  a.id  get¬ 
ting  this  force  ready.  For  the 
firft,  he  contended  Lord  Sandwich 
was  not  more  refponfible  than  any 
other  lord  who  fat  at  the  council ; 
for  the  fecond,  he  was,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  reft  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  at  the  board,  undoubtedly 
refponfible. 

This  do&rine  was  condemned, 
as  being  of  a  moft  dangerous  ana 
novel  kind,  and  totally  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  principles  of  the 
Britilh  conftitution.  The  con- 
ftitution,  it  was  faid,  knew  of 
no  cabinet  council;  but  in  what¬ 
ever  department  caute  of  com¬ 
plaint  fliould  exift,  the  minifter 
at  the  head  of  that  department 
was  fpecially  accountable  to  the 
public,  whether  he  aCted  on  his 
own  judgment,  or  by  the  directions 
of  others.  It  was  not  merely  for 
the  equipment  of  fleets,  but  for 
their  arrangement  and  deftination, 
and,  in  lhort,  for  every  thing  that 
related  to  the  management  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  country,  that 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  was 
by  the  conftitution  relponlible. 

A  compromife  at  length  took 
place  on  the  queftion  before  the 
houfe,  by  which  the  day  of  ad¬ 
journment  was  altered  to  the  21ft 
of  January,  and  the  call  of  the 
houfe,  which  had  been  ordered  fof 
the  31ft,  altered  for  the  fame  day. 


e  h  a  p» 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Motion  of  Mr.  Fox ,  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufei  of  the  want  of fuccejs  of  his  Majef/s  naval  forces  during  the  war , 
and  more  particularly  in  the  year  1781.  Debate  on  the  ordnance  efli - 
fnates.  Motions  by  Mr.  Barre  and  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  for  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  report  negatived.  Motion  and  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Fords  relative  to  the  execution  of  Colonel  Haynes.  Committee  on  naval 
affairs.  Refolution  of  cenfure  rejected  by  a  fmall  majority ,  Motion  and 
debate  in  the  Houje  of  Lords  on  the  intended  advancement  of  lord  George 
Sackville  Germaine  to  the  peerage ,  Motion  on  the  fame  fubjedt ,  after 
his  creation.  An  addrefs  to  the  king ,  to  put  an  end  to  the  American 
war,  moved  by  General  Conway ,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of  one . 
Committee  of  the  lords,  on  the  loj's  of  the  army  at  York  Yawn.  Refolution 
again jj  the  American  war  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons .  Addrefs  to 
the  king.  The  king's  anfwer,  and  addrefs  of  thanks.  Second  refolution 
againjt  the  American  war.  Refolutions  of  cenfure  on  his  majefiy'  s  mi - 
nifters  moved  by  Lord  'John  Cavendifh,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
fen.  Motion  by  Sir  John  Rous,  for  withdrawing  the  confidence  of 

parliament  from  his  majejiy’s  minijier ,  loft  by  a  majority  of  nine.  In¬ 
timation,  by  Lord  North,  to  the  houfe ,  of  his  majefiy’s  intentions  to 
change  his  minifers. 


t  HPHS  firft:  object 

'  j*“b/  ’  A  ^at  engaged  the 

1  *  attention  of  parliament, 

after  the  recefs,  was  the  long 

meditated  enquiry  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty.  The  lead  in  this  buftnefs 
was  taken  on  the  tide  of  oppo- 
fition,  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  opened 
his  motion,  for  a  committee  of 
enquiry,  in  a  very  long  and  able 
fpeech. 

He  began  with  acknowledging 
the  inconfiftency  of  the  part  he 
was  about  to  aCt,  with  opinions 
that  he  had  delivered  frequently, 
and  without  referve,  both  in  that 
houfe,  and  elfevvhere ;  namely, 
that  enquiries  of  the  kind  he 
meant  to  inftitute  ought  ever  to 
be  the  fecond  (and  not  the  firft) 
ftep  taken  by  parliament,  in  their 
proceeding  again#  a  minifter,  into 


whofe  conduit  circum  dances  war- 
ranted  an  enquiry.  This  opinion 
arole,  he  faid,  from  a  conviction 
of  the  impoftibility  of  procuring  a 
fair  and  impartial  body  of  evi¬ 
dence,  whilil  finch  a  minifter  re¬ 
mained  polfefled  of  his  employ¬ 
ments.  An  addrefs,  therefore, 
to  the  throne,  for  his  removal, 
was,  in  his  judgment,  the  firft 
ftep  neceftary ;  and  this,  not  only 
from  a  regard  to  public  juftice, 
but  to  the  character  and  reputation 
of  the  minifter  himfelf,  which,  he 
contended,  could  not,  on  any 
other  ground,  ftand  honourably 
acquitted. 

Mr.  Fox  here  adverted  to  a 
doCtrine,  which  he  did  not  wonder 
to  find  zealoufty  propagated  by 
the  adherents  of  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry,  that  to  addrefs  the  king 
for  the  removal  of  a  minifter,  be- 

m  +  fee 
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fore  any  proof  of  mifconduCt  was 
fubdantiated,  was  to  condemn  a 
fervant  of  the  public  unheard,  and 
to  proceed  to  pafs  fentence,  with¬ 
out  allowing  him  the  liberty  of 
entering  on  his  defence.  Againd 
fuch  opinions,  he  begged  leave 
mod:  folemnly  to  proted.  Parlia¬ 
ment,  he  contended,  had  a  right 
to  advife  the  crown  to  difmifs  any  of 
the  public  fervants,  with  or  with¬ 
out  aligning  a  Ipeciiic  charge ; 
with  or  without  intending  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  any  farther  meafures  againd 
them.  But  when  great  national 
calamities  called  for  an  enquiry  in¬ 
to  the  caufes  that  produced  them, 
parliament,  which  was  bound  to 
fee  judice  done  to  the  public, 
was  neceffarily  competent  to  take 
fuch  previous  deps  as  fbould  lead 
to  a  full  and  impartial  inveftma- 
tlon. 

The  pretended  injudice  of  re¬ 
quiring  the  dilmiffion  of  a  rni- 
nider,  without  aligning  any  caufe, 
or  of  removing  him,  previous  to 
enquiry  into  his  conduCt,  mud, 
he  laid,  be  founded  on  an  opi¬ 
nion,  as  falfe,  as  it  was  abfurd 
and  ridiculous  ;  that  miniders 
held  their  offices  as  a  fort  of  edates, 
or  franchifes,  ol  which  they  ought 
not  to  be  difpofleffed,  but  by  due 
courfe  of  law.  Pie  knew  that  no 
member  could  venture  to  avow, 
in  terms,  fuch  an  opinion ;  and 
yet  the  houfe  had  fo  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  acting  upon  it, 
that  he  found  himfelf  under  the 
neceffity  of  given  way  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  times;  and,  confe- 
quently,  of  proceeding  in  a  man¬ 
ner  totally  contrary  to  his  own 
decided  judgment. 

_  He  next  proceeded  to  date  the 
difficulties  which  he  would  una¬ 
voidably  have  to  encounter  in  the 


profecution  of  the  intended  en«^ 
quiry.  The  influence  aridng  from 
the  official  fituation  of  the  drd 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  was,  he  laid, 
fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  mi- 
nider  whatever;  and  befides  this, 
the  noble  earl  was  fuppofed  to  en¬ 
joy,  in  the  higned  degree,  the 
favour  and  confidence  of  his  fo- 
vereign.  From  thefe,  it  was  alfo 
well  known,  he  had  acquired  a 
third  and  no  contemptible  accef- 
don  of  influence  ;  a  predominant 
and  irreflflible  weight  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  affairs  of  the  Ead 
India  Company. 

The  length  and  complexity  of 
the  invedigation,  if  carried  to  its 
full  extent,  he  was  apprehenfive 
would  alfo  prove  a  very  ferious 
difficulty.  He  knew  that  the  zeal 
and  indudry  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  colleClively  confidered.  Was 
too  feeble  to  differ  him  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  hope,  that  they  would  at¬ 
tend  to  the  dry  detail  of  official 
evidence;  that  they  would  exa¬ 
mine  into  a  variety  of  tedious 
documents,  and  acquire  that  full 
knowledge  of  their  contents, 
which  might  enable  them  to  pro¬ 
nounce  with  judice  on  the  merits 
of  the  quedion  before  them. 

The  fubjeCt  matter  of  the  en¬ 
quiry,  he  faid,  naturally  refolved 
itfelf  into  two  heads;  the  drd, 
whether  the  ffrd  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  had  availed  himfelf  of  the 
means  in  his  power  of  procuring  a 
navy  adequate  to  the  occafions  of 
the  date  ? — The  fecond,  whether 
he  had  employed  the  force,  he 
actually  had,  to  the  bed  advan¬ 
tage  ? 

With  refpeCt  to  the  drd  of  thefe 
quedions,  though  he  was  mod 
drmly  convinced  that  the  noble 
earl  would  be  found  not  lefs  cri¬ 
minal 
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mnal  on  that  ground  than  on  the 
latter,  yet,  for  the  reafons  he  had 
already  ftated,  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter,  at  that  time,  into  the  in- 
veftigation  of  it.  It  would  re¬ 
quire  a  long  detail  of  parole  evi¬ 
dence  ;  all  the  witneffes  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  would  come  from  under 
the  noble  earl’s  immediate  pa¬ 
tronage  ;  the  points  to  be  dif- 
culfed,  being  many  of  them  mat¬ 
ters  of  opinion,  would  afford  oc- 
cafion  for  the  undue  exertion  of 
that  influence,  which  he  was 
known  to  pofiefs ;  and  laftly,  the 
length  of  time  it  would  neceflarily 
require,  left  him  little  room  to 
hope  that  gentlemen  would  give 
it  a  proper  attention.  He  fhould 
content  himfelf  with  making  a  few 
general  obfervations. 

That  the  navy  was  inadequate 
to  the  occafions  of  the  date,  was 
a  fail  allowed  and  confefled  on 
all  fldes.  In  excufe  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  it  had  been  afferted,  that 
it  was  fuperior  to  that  which  Lord 
Hawke  left,  when  he  went  out  of 
office.  But  this,  he  faid,  even  if 
true,  which,  neverthelefs,  he 
would  undertake  to  prove  was 
falfe ;  could  not  be  admitted  as 
an  exculpation  of  the  prefent 
board  of  admiralty.  It  was  with 
the  ft  ate  ot  the  French  and  Spanifh 
navy,  that  the  comparifon  ought 
to  have  been  made.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  firfl  lord  to  keep  the 
fleet  in  a  condition  to  meet  that  of 
the  enemy,  whatever  it  might  be  ; 
and  when  he  faw  the  armaments 
preparing  in  the  French  and  Spa- 
nifh  ports,  it  was  his  indifpen- 
fable  duty  to  have  taken  the  alarm, 
2nd  to  have  exerted  every  nerve 
of  the  country,  in  order  to  keep 
pace  with  them.  Would  any  man 
venture  to  fay,  that  the  means  had 
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been  denied  him  ?  Would  any 
man  venture  to  flander  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  with  the  charge  of 
parftmony  ?  He  believed  no  one 
would. 

After  making  feveral  other 
pointed  obfervations  on  this  fub- 
jed,  Mr,  Fox  proceeded  to  the 
fecond  branch  of  tiie  enquiry.  He 
enumerated  in  their  order,  the  fe¬ 
veral  inftances  of  mifcondud  with 
which  he  meant  to  charge  the  no¬ 
ble  earl  in  the  committee,  as  the 
grounds  of  a  firing  of  motions, 
which  he  afterwards  brought  for¬ 
wards,  for  the  produdion  of  the 
papers  and  documents  neceflary 
to  fubflantiate  his  criminality.  As 
thefe  fads  were  afterwards  urged 
more  at  large  in  the  'Committee, 
where  the  advocates  of  the  noble 
earl  aifo  made  their  principal  de¬ 
fence,  we  fhall,  in  order  to  avoid 
unneceflary  repetition,  referve  both, 
till  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  de¬ 
bate  which  then  took  place.  It 
is  only  neceflary,  on  the  prefent 
occaflon,  to  add,  that  the  Earl 
of  Mulgrave  and  Lord  North, 
after  having  replied  to  feveral  of 
the  obfervations  made  by  Mr 
Fox,  exprefied  their  chearful  con¬ 
currence  in  the  motion  he  had 
made,  not  without  fome  fevere 
ftridures  on  his  having  narrowed 
the  ground  of  his  enquiry,  and 
omitted  one  of  its  molt  eflential 
obj  eds. 

The  ordnance  efti-  ^ 

mates,  for  the  current 
year,  amounting  to  the  enormous 
fum  of  1,644,242/.  underwent  a 
Arid  and  fevere  examination. 
The  parts  principally  objeded  to, 
were  the  anticipation  of  the  an¬ 
nual  fupply  of  falt-petre,  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany;  the  contrad  with  Mr. 

Tovvnfon ; 
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Townfon ;  the  tranfport  fervice ; 
and  the  charges  for  building  for- 
treftes  and  fortifications. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  articles,  which  were  chiefly 
adverted  to  in  the  debate,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany  were  bound  by  their  charter, 
to  furnifti  the  board  of  ordnance 
with  500  tons  of  falt-petre  annu¬ 
ally,  in  time  of  peace,  at  45  /.  per 
ton;  in  time  of  war,  at  53/.  But 
government  having  had  occaflon, 
during  the  war,  for  a  larger  quan¬ 
tity  than  the  company  were  bound 
to  fupply,  had,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1781,  received  3,100  tons, 
or  fix  years  in  advance  of  the  an¬ 
nual  fupply.  For  two  of  the  an¬ 
ticipated  years,  up  to  1783,  the 
board  had  agreed  to  pay  73/. 
without  intereft,  the  prime  coll, 
to  the  company ;  and  as  their 
charter  would  then  expire,  the 
company  had  demanded  118/.  alfo 
without  intereft,.  being  their  fale 
price,  for  the  additional  four  years 
advance.  The  price  at  the  mer¬ 
chants  market  was  at  this  time 
about  152/.  a  ton.  On  a  further 
application  to  the  company,  they 
declared  they  could  not  furnifh 
any  more  on  credit,  and  demanded 
the  market  price.  With  this  the 
board  did  not  think  proper  to 
comply,  but  contracted  with  Mr. 
Townfon,  a  member  of  the  houfe, 
and  a  director  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  for  400  tons,  at  that 
time  lying  at  Oftend,  for  120/. 
per  ton,  duty  free. 

On  the  ground  of  thefe  fads, 
the  board  of  ordnance  was  charged 
with  having  fuffered  a  debt  of 
242,000/.  to  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany,  to  accrue  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  parliament ;  and  with 


having  counteradted  the  wifdon* 
of  parliament  in  providing  an  an¬ 
nual  fupply  of  falt-petre,  by  an 
improvident  anticipation,  and 
thereby  left  government  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  company.  The 
contrad  with  Mr.  Townfon  was, 
alfo  feverely  reprobated.  It  was 
averted,  that  the  average  price  of 
lalt-petre,  at  Oftend,  was  only 
83/.  ana,  confequently,  that  a 
profit  of  3  7/.  a  ton,  ready  money* 
was  fecured  to  the  contractor. 
At  the  time  that  this  enormous 
advantage  was  given  to  a  private 
individual,  the  propofals  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  whqt  had 
been  fupplying  government  on 
credit,  and  at  a  confiderable  lofs* 
were  rejected,  though  the  market 
price,  at  which  it  was  offered* 
had  then  fallen  to  110 /.  a  ton;  fa 
that  deducting  from  this  7  /.  3  s, 
the  difcount  remitted,  and  61.  10  s. 
the  duty  paid,  by  the  company* 
their  price  was  23/.  13s.  lower 

than  that  of  the  contractor. 

On  the  part  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  it  was  urged,  in  reply 
to  the  firft  charge,  that  they  had 
delivered  in  a  ftatement  of  the 
debt  to  parliament,  as  foon  as 
ever  the  payment  of  it  had  been 
demanded ;  and  that  as  to  the 
improvidence  of  the  anticipation, 
they  thought  it  more  than  coun¬ 
terbalanced,  by  the  faving  it  had 
brought  to  government.  With 
refped  to  the  contrad,  it  was  al- 
ledged,  that  the  board  could  not 
fafely  inform  themfelves  of  the 
market  price  at  Oftend,  becaufe 
any  report,  that  the  Englilh  go¬ 
vernment  was  about  to  purchafe, 
would  have  immediately  railed  it. 
It  had  therefore  been  neceflary  to 
make  the  contrad  with  fecrecy, 

and 
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and  the  profits  of  the  contractor 
had  b?en  regulated  by  the  market 
price  in  England. 

Thefe  explanations  not  appear¬ 
ing  diffidently  full  and  fatisfaCtory, 
Col.  Barre  moved  (the  houfe  being 
in  a  committee)  “  that  the  chair- 
<c  man  leave  the  chair,  and  report  a 
“  progrefs.”  This  motion  was  re¬ 
jected,  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority 
of  1 1 3  to  60. 

Mr.  Burke  next  moved,  te  that 
fe  the  fufFering  a  debt  of  242,000  /. 
to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  for 
3,000  tons  of  fait-petre,  to  ac- 
crue  without  the  knowledge  of 
“  parliament,  in  order  that  it  might 
sc  either  prevent  the  growth  of 
“  fuch  a  debt,  or  make  timely  pro- 
<c  vilion  for  it,  was  a  blameable 
“  proceeding,  and  tended  to  imy 
“  pole  upon  the  houfe.’ ’  To  get 
rid  of  this  motion,  thinking,  per¬ 
haps,  it  would  require  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  exertion  of  parliamentary 
complaifance  to  negative  it,  Lord 
North  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day.  But  Mr.  Burke  alluring  him 
he  would,  in  that  cafe,  repeat  it 
on  Monday,  the  noble  Lord  con- 
fented  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
Mr.  Burke’s  was  then  put,  and  ne¬ 
gatived. 

Feh  /th  °n  bring‘ng  UP  the 
1  ’  report  of  the  ordnance 

eftimate,  no  further  explanation  be- 

ing  given  of  the  articles  objected 

to,  it  was  moved  to  re-commit  the 

report ;  and  the  queftion  being  put, 

there  appeared  for  it,  92 ;  againlt 

it,  122. 

The  fame  day,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  brought  forward,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  a  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  previous  notice,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  execution  of  Colonel 
Ifaac  Haynes,  an  officer  in  the  fer- 
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vice  of  Congrefs.  The  fad,  as 
ftated  by  the  noble  duke,  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  letters  tranfmitted  to  him 
from  America,  by  a  perfon  to  whom 
he  was  an  entire  ltr anger,  was  as 
follows : 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
July,  1781,  Colonel  Haynes,  at 
that  time  a  prifoner  in  Charles- 
Town,  was  informed,  by  letter, 
from  the  town-major,  « that  a  coun- 
“  cil  of  general  officers  would  af- 
“  femble  the  next  day,  at  ten 
“  o’clock,  to  try  him.”  In  the 
evening,  the  fame  day,  he  received 
another  letter,  from  the  fame  offi¬ 
cer,  acquainting  him,  “  that  inftead 
“  of  a  council  of  general  officers,  a 
“  court  of  enquiry  would  fit  at  the 
“  hour  before-mentioned,  for  the 
“  purpofe  of  determining  under 
“  what  point  of  view  he  ought  to  be 
“  confidered.”  In  the  fame  let¬ 
ter  it  was  added,  “  that  pen,  ink 
“  and  paper,  would  immediately  be 

allowed  him ;  and  that  any  perfon. 
“  he  chofe  to  appoint  might  attend 
“  him  as  council.”  On  Sunday  the 
29th,  a  memorandum  was  delivered 
to  him  by  the  adjutant,  informing 
him,  “  that  in  confequence  of  the 
“  court  of  enquiry  held  the  day 
“  before,  on  his  account.  Lord 
“  Rawdon,  and  the  commandant, 
“  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  had 
“  refolved  upon  his  execution  on 
“  the  Tuefday  following,  for  hay- 
“  ing  been  found  under  arms,  and 
“  employed  in  railing  a  regiment, 
“  to  oppofe  the  Britifh  govern- 
“  ment,  though  he  had  become 
“  a  fubjed,  and  had  accepted  the 
“  protedion  of  that  government, 
“  after  the  redudion  of  Charles- 
“  Town.” 

In  confequence  of  this  inti¬ 
mation,  Colonel  Haynes  addreffed 
x  himfelf 
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himfelf  to  the  two  commanders  in 
a  letter,  in  which  he  Hates,  that  he 
had  been  drawn,  by  furprize,  into 
a  procedure  tending  to  judgment, 
without  knowing  it  to  be  fuch ; 
that  when  he  appeared  before  the 
court  of  enquiry,  he  did  not  ima¬ 
gine  it  was  for  any  other  purpofe 
than  to  determine  whether  he  ought 
to  be  looked  on  as  a  British  fub- 
jed,  or  an  American,  in  order,  on 
that  dediion,  to  ground  the  future 
proceedings ;  that  the  counfel  he 
had  named  had  not  been  found  ; 
that  he  had  negleded  to  fummon 
any  witnefies,  and,  by  that  means, 
had  been  deprived  of  the  ability  of 
making  a  legal  defence,  which  he 
could  eafily  have  done,  founded 
both  in  law  and  fact,  if  he  had 
imagined  the  trial  he  was  then 
upon  was  to  be  final.  He  there¬ 
fore  defires  a  regular  trial ;  and 
if  that  was  not  granted,  he  in¬ 
treats  a  refpite  of  the  fentence  of 
execution.  This  application,  aid¬ 
ed  by  the  Solicitations  of  Gover¬ 
nor  Bull,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Charles -Town,  procured  a  refpite 
of  eight-and- forty  hours ;  but  with 
this  condition,  that  if  General  Green 
made  any  application  whatfoever  in 
his  favour,  he  fiiould  that  mo¬ 
ment  be  led  to  execution.  On  the 
day  appointed.  Colonel  Haynes  was 
executed. 

Such  was  the  Hate  of  the  fad. 
The  illegality,  the  barbarity,  and 
the  impolicy  of  the  proceeding, 
were  Hrongly  and  powerfully  urged 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  He 
read  to  the  houfe  an  extrad  from 
a  proclamation  of  General  Green’s, 
in  which  this  execution  was  re- 
prefented  as  a  cruel  and  unjuHi- 
fable  murder,  and  a  ievere  reta¬ 
liation  threatened  on  the  per  fens 


of  Britifh  officers ;  and  he  called  om 
the  houfe  to  inftitute  an  immediate 
and  effedual  enquiry,  as  the  only 
means  of  fecuring  their  own  offi¬ 
cers  from  the  danger  which  hung 
over  them,  and  of  refeuing  the 
Britifh  nation  from  the  opprobrious 
charges  of  cruelty  and  barbarity, 
under  which  it  was  labouring,  in 
the  opinion  of  ail  the  Hates  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

The  Duke  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing  an  addrefs  to  his  majelly,  that 
diredions  might  be  given  for  lay¬ 
ing  before  the  houfe  the  feveral 
papers  therein  fpecihed,  relative  to 
the  execution  of  Col.  Haynes.  This 
motion  was  Hrongly  oppofed  by 
Lord  Walfingham,  Lord  Stormont, 
and  the  Chancellor.  It  was  argued, 
that  his  majefly’s  miniHers  having 
declared  that  they  had  received  no 
information  Whatever,  relative  to 
the  fads  alluded  to,  it  was  be¬ 
neath  the  dignity  and  gravity  of  the 
houfe,  to  proceed  to  a  folemn  en¬ 
quiry  on  fuch  vague  and  uncertain 
furmifes,  as  thofe  contained  in  the 
letters  produced  by  the  noble  duke; 
that  it  was  Hill  lefs  candid  and  lefs 
equitable  to  attempt,  on  fuch  flight 
grounds,  to  call  in  queHion  the  cha- 
raders  of  brave,  deferving,  and  ah- 
fent  officers. 

But  allowing  the  fads,  as  Hated, 
to  be  true,  and  fully  authenti¬ 
cated,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
houfe,  it  was  contended  by  the 
two  laH-mentioned  lords ;  by  the 
former,  on  the  ground  of  modern 
pradice ;  and  by  the  latter,  on* 
that  of  ancient  authority  ;  that 
Colonel  Haynes,  having  been  ta¬ 
ken  in  arms,  after  admiffion  to 
his  parole,  was  liable  to  be  hanged 
up  injianter,  without  any  other 
form  of  trial  than  what  was  ne- 

ceffar  y 
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fceffary  to  identify  the  perfon. 
The  Earl  of  Huntingdon  alfo  ac¬ 
quainted  the  houfe,  that  he  had 
authority,  from  Earl  Cornwallis, 
to  declare,  that  this  had  been  the 
pra&ice,  in  feveral  inffances,  un¬ 
der  his  command,  in  North-Ame- 
rica. 

This  doCtrine  was  denied,  on 
both  grounds,  with  equal  confi¬ 
dence,  by  the  Earls  of  Shelburne 
and  Effingham.  It  was  aliened, 
bv  the  former,  from  circumffances 
within  his  own  recollection,  that 
the  praftice  in  the  laff  war  had 
been  totally  different.  A  great  de¬ 
gree  of  ignominy,  perhaps  a  ftri&er 
confinement,  was  the  confequence 
of  fuch  an  action :  the  perfons  guilty 
of  it  were  fhunned  by  gentlemen, 
but  it  had  never  before  entered  in¬ 
to  the  mind  of  a  commander  to 
hang  them. 

In  anfwer  to  the  written  au¬ 
thority,  produced  by  the  learned 
lord,  it  was  remarked,  by  the 
Earl  of  Effingham,  that  the  quo¬ 
tation  he  had  brought  from  Gro- 
tius  related  to  fpies,  and  not  to 
priloners  who  had  broken  their  pa¬ 
role.  That  this  was  the  cafe,  could 
not  be  difputed,  fince  Grotius  could 
never  have  heard  of  a  prifoner  on 
parole ;  it  was  a  modern  civility 
of  a  very  late  date,  and  even  not 
yet  prevailing  in  all  countries.  In 
reply  to  this  obfervation,  it  was 
argued  by  the  chancellor,  that  all 
the  reafoning  ufed  by  the  great 
author  he  had  quoted,  in  the  cafe 
of  fpies,  applied,  a  fortiori ,  to  that 
of  perfons  who  had  broke  their  pa¬ 
role. 

At  length,  the  queftion  being 
put,  and  the  houfe  having  divided, 
there  appeared  for  the  addrefs,  25. 
againft  it,  73. 


The  Houfe  of  Com-  p  .  T 
mens  having  refolved  it-  C  ’  ~til* 
felf  into  a  committee,  to  enquire 
.into  the  mifmanagement  of  naval 
affairs,  as  foon  as  the  papers  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  houfe 
were  read  by  the  clerks,  Mr.  Fox 
rofe,  to  move  a  refolution  of  cen- 
fure,  founded  on  the  faCts  con¬ 
tained  in  them.  This  cenfure,  he 
faid,  he  meant  to  confine,  for  rea- 
fons  he  had  before  ffated  to  the 
houfe,  to  the  conduCt  of  the  navy 
in  the  year  1781  ;  but  he  Ihould 
beg  leave  to  ftate  to  the  committee 
a  few  inffances  of  grofs  and  cri¬ 
minal  negleCl  in  the  firff  lord  of  . 
the  admiralty,  previous  to  that  pe¬ 
riod,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  great  purpofe  of  the  in. 
veftigatioh. 

In  the  year  1777,  the  defigris 
of  the  French,  to  aid  the  revolted 
colonies,  became  lb  very  apparent, 
as  to  make  a  fpeedy  rupture  with, 
that  court  almoff  inevitable.  The 
preparations  carrying  on  in  the 
ports  of  France  were  fufficiently 
declaratory  of  their  intentions,  and 
ought  to  have  given  an  immediate 
alarm  to  government.  But  in  what 
manner  did  the  firff  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  prepare  to  counteract  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy  ?  In  that 
year,  alinoft  every  frigate  we  pof- 
feffed  was  lent  to  carry  on  a  pre¬ 
datory  war  on  the  coafts  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  in  confequence  of  this 
meafure,  the  two-deckers  and  line- 
of- battle  Blips  were  r  employed,  du¬ 
ring  the  winter,  in  cruizing  in  the 
channel.  So  pernicious  was  the  re- 
fult  of  thefe  meafures,  that  when 
Mr.  Eeppel  arrived  at  Portfmouth, 
the  following  fpring,  to  take  the 
Command  of  the  fleet,  which  he  was 
affured  would  amount  to  26  fai]  of 

the 
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the  line,  he  found  only  fix  ready 
for  fervice.  Before  the  crippled 
Blips  were  in  a  condition  to  fail,  the 
French  had  a  Beet  of  27  fail  of  the 
line  at  fea  ;  and  thus  an  opportunity 
was  loft  of  crushing  the  naval  power 
of  France,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
war. 

This  plan  of  cruizing1  in  the 
winter,  and  making  a  vain  pa¬ 
rade,  whilft  the  enemy  were  bufv  in 
port,  equipping  for  the  next  cam¬ 
paign,  had  been  the  favourite  mea¬ 
sure  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  and  had  contributed,  more 
than  any  thing  elfe,  to  the  late- 
nef's  of  our  expeditions,  in  which 
we  had  always  been  behind  hand 
with  the  enemy.  Our  fleets  had 
uniformly  been  fent  after  thofe  of 
France,  and  to  the  place  of  their 
de Ablation,  for  the  purpofe  of  con¬ 
tending  with  them  there,  inftead  of 
attempting  to  intercept  or  attack 
them  at  home. 

The  intelligence  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  a  fquadron  at  Toulon,  un¬ 
der  M.  d’Eftaign,  and  of  its  defti- 
nation  for  North  America,  had 
been  received  at  the  Admiralty 
feveral  months  before  that  fquadron 
was  ready  to  fail.  Yet  no  attempt 
was  made  to  difpute  its  paflage  out 
of  the  Mediterranean ;  but  Admi¬ 
ral  Byron,  as  ufuai,  was  fent  out  to 
follow  it  to  the  coaft  of  America ; 
and  the  Admiralty,  equally  dila¬ 
tory  in  in  ftr  tiding  their  officers 
abroad,  as  they  were  in  fitting  out 
fhips  at  home,  had  not  apprized 
Lord  Howe  of  the  danger,  to  which 
he  might  be  expofed,  dll  the  month 
of-Jhne,  though  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy  had  been  publicly  and  no- 
torioufiy  known  fo  early  as  in  Fe¬ 
bruary. 

The  year  £77 9  prefented  a  re¬ 


petition  of  the  plan  and  mifcon* 
dud  of  1778.  But  what  diftin- 
guiffied  it  above  the  former,  was 
the  unaccountable  negled  of  not 
preventing  the  ju  dion  of  the 
French  and  Spaniih  fleets.  The 
inflrudions  given  to  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  it  was  true,  were  not  before 
the  houfe ;  the  Admiralty,  for  po¬ 
litical  reafons,  as  they  alledged, 
had  refufed  to  produce  Liem;  but 
as  no  attempt  was  made  by  that 
admiral  to  prevent  their  jundion, 
he  was  warranted  in  concluding 
that  his  inflrudions  contained  no 
fuch  orders. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  that  year, 
a  powerful  fquadron  was  fitting 
out  at  Breft,  under  the  Comte  de 
Guichen,  deflined,  as  was  gene¬ 
rally  believed,  for  the  Weft -in¬ 
dies.  The  moft  alarming  confe- 
quences  to  our  pofleffions  in  that 
quarter,  were  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  jundion  of  this  force 
with  the  fleets  under  M.  d’Eftaign 
and  Don  Solano,  and  an  univer- 
fal  expedation  prevailed,  that  Sir 
George  Rodney,  who  was  at  that 
time  ready  to  fail,  would  have 
been  difpatched  immediately,  ei¬ 
ther  to  intercept  the  Breft  fqua¬ 
dron,  in  the  Bay,  or  by  proceed¬ 
ing,  without  delay,  to  the  Weft- 
indies,  to  prevent  its  jundion 
with  the  fleets  in  that  quarter. 
That  this  was  pradicable,  had 
clearly  appeared,  fince  the  Angle 
fliips,  which  failed  at  the  fame 
time  with  him,  and  proceeded  di- 
redly  to  the  Weft-  Indies,  arrived 
there  before  M.  de  ejuichen.  In¬ 
ftead  of  adopting  either  of  thefe 
meafures.  Admiral  Rodney  was  or¬ 
dered  to  convoy  the  ftoreffiips  to 
Gibraltar  in  his  way ;  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  which  ftep,  he  found  a 

force 
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force  to  contend  with,  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  Weft-indies,  from 
which  nothing  but  providence, 
and  the  infatuation  of  the  enemy, 
could  have  faved  us.  The  victory 
gained  over  the  Spaniards,  im¬ 
portant  as  he  acknowledged  it  to 
be,  he  contended  was  merely  ac¬ 
cidental,  and  in  which  the  noble 
earl  could  not  claim  the  leaft 
merit. 

In  the  year  1780,  it  appeared, 
indeed,  that  inftrudions  had  been 
given  to  Admiral  Geary,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  jundion  of  the  French 
and  Spanilh  fleets ;  but  fuch  were 
the  adive  efforts  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  fuch  his  eager  vi¬ 
gilance,  and  indefatigable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  interefts  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  that  the  directions  to  the 
Britilh  commander,  that  he  fhould 
keep  afunder  the  naval  armaments 
of  France  and  Spain,  did  not 
reach  him  until  they  were  adlually 
joined. 

From  the  fame  criminal  negli¬ 
gence,  the  Chev.  de  Ternay  was 
permitted  to  fail  unmoleited  with 
his  fquadron  to  North  America, 
when  he  tranfported  thither  thoie 
numerous  military  forces,  which 
had  fince  captured  the  army  of 
Lord  Cornwallis. 

It  was  at  this  difgraceful  period 
that  Captain  Moutray,  with  the 
valuable  and  important  convoys 
for  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  was 
betrayed  (he  could  not  ufe  a 
gentler  expreftion)  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  At  leaft,  if  the 
noble  earl  had  been  in  the  pay  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  he  could 
not  have  aded  with  greater  zeal 
and  ability  in  their  fervice,  than 
he  had  done  in  that  bufinefs.  For 
at  the  very  moment  when  he  knew 
that  the  enemy’s  fleet  was  cruizing 
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off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  he  ordered 
Capt.  Moutray  to  touch  at  Ma¬ 
deira  ;  that  is,  to  go  in  the  very 
track  where  he  was  fure  of  falling 
in  with  them. 

ft)  thefe,  he  faid,  might  be 
added  another  inftance  of  the  moft 
aftoniihing  negligence,  a  degree 
of  negligence,  indeed,  that  could 
only  bf  attributed  to  treachery, 
cr  infatuation  ;  that  from  the 
commeftcement  of  the  year  1 779, 
to  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1781,  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty  did  not  ftation  even  a  fmgle 
frigate  off  Breft  harbour,  for  the 
purpofe  of  watching  and  giving 
notice  of  the  motions  of  the 
enemy. 

Having  brought  the  hiftory  of 
our  naval  tranfadions  down  to 
1781,  the  period  to  which  he 
fhould  particularly  call  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Fox 
proceeded  to  flats  five  diilind 
charges  of  grofs  mifeondud,  which 
he  contended  were  proved  and 
brought  home  to  the  board  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  by  the  papers,  on  the 
table. 

The  firft  was  the  fuffering  M. 
de  Graffe  to  fail  for  the  Weft- 
Indies,  without  making  a  fingle 
effort  to  intercept  him.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  government  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  minuteft  intelligence  of 
the  equipment,  ftrength  and  de¬ 
foliation,  of  the  force  under  that 
officer ;  it  was  equally  clear,  that 
they  knew  almoft  precifely  the, 
time  when  it  was  to  fail.  Two 
circumftances  rendered  this  con- 
dud;  in  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  criminal  in  die  higheft  de¬ 
gree  ;  one  was,  that  the  objed  of 
the  Comte  de  Grade’s  expedition 
was  known  to  be  of  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  nature  to  this  country :  the 

iuccefs 


160]  ANNUAL  RE 

fuccefs  of  a  well-concerted' plan  for 
deftroying  our  empire  in  the  Weft, 
and  even  extirpating  the  JBritilh 
name  out  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  in  all  human  probability, 
ultimately  depending  on  it.  The 
other  was,  that  we  had,  at  the 
very  time,  a  force  at  fea  more 
than  equal  to  the  complete  de- 
ftruCiion  of  M.  de  Grafle,  and  his 
fleet.  That  officer  failed  from 
Bred  on  the  2 2d  of  March,,  with 
25  fhips  of  the  line.  Admiral 
Darby  had  put  to  fea  on  the  13th 
of  the  fame  month,  with  a  fleet  of 
30  fail  of  the  line,  intended  for 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Had  the 
Englifh  fleet,  therefore,  been  or¬ 
dered  to  proceed  immediately  in 
quell  of  the  enemy,  nay,  if  it  had 
not  actually  been  fent  out  of  the 
way,  it  would  have  been  almoft 
impoffible  for  the  French  to  have 
efcaped.  But  the  noble  earl,  as 
if  apprehensive  of  this  event,  or¬ 
dered  Admiral  Darby  to  take  his 
flatten  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland, 
and  wait  there  for  the  flare- fhips 
that  were  to  join  him  from  Corke. 
Here  he  cruized  till  the  27  th  of 
March ;  that  is,  till  M,  de  Grafle 
was  fafe  on  his  way  to  America. 
The  circumftanc.es  of  this  mif- 
conduCt, -Mr.  Fox  contended  were 
of  fa  palpable  and  glaring  a  kind, 
as  to  warrant  the  fufpicion  of 
treachery  in  feme  quarter  or 
other. 

The  fecond  charge  was  the  lofs 
of  the  St.  Euftatius  convoy.  The 
papers  on  the  table  proved,  that 
the  Admiralty  had  received  an 
account,  from  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney',  of  the  failing  of  the  convoy, 
on  the  25th  of  March.  He  had 
alfo  acquainted  them,  that  it  was 
perhaps  the  richeft  fleet  that  had 
ever  failed  for  England  ;  he  gave 
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them  the  minute  ft  defeription  of 
the  courfe  it  was  to  take ;  and 
even  put  them  in  mind  of  fending 
out  feme  force  for  its  protection. 
At  this  time,  a  fquadron  of  only 
fix  fail  of  the  line,  under  M.  de  la 
Motte  Piquet,  was  known  to  be 
on  the  point  of  failing  from  Breft. 
Admiral  Darby,  as  before-men¬ 
tioned,  was,  at  this  time,  cruiz¬ 
ing  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  with 
what  is  called  the  grand  fleet, 
and  there  were  beflaes  12  fail  of 
the  line,  fit  for  fervice,  in  our 
harbours  at  home.  Yet  no  mea- 
fure  whatever  was  taken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  expeCted  convoy, 
except  an  attempt  to  advertize 
them  of  their  danger.  La  Motte 
Piquet  failed  out  of  Breft  on  the 
26th  of  April,  fell  in  with  the 
convoy  on  the  2d  of  May,  and 
captured  the  greateft  part  of  it; 
and  on  the  icth  of  the  fame  month, 
orders  were,  fent  to  Admiral  Darby 
to  detach  eight  fail,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  this  fleet,  which  orders 
he  received  about  three  weeks 
after  it  was  taken. 

The  third  was  the  letter  written 
by  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
to  the  Mayor  of  Briftol.  The 
circumftances  which  occafioned 
this  letter  were  as  follow  :  Ad¬ 
miral  Darby  having  been  informed 
at  fea, .  by  the  mafter  of  a  Swedifti 
brig,  an  Englifhman,  that  he  had 
fallen  in  with  the  combined  fleets, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  and 
his  journal,  upon  examination, 
corroborating  the  relation,  re¬ 
turned  to  Torbay,  and  fent  an 
account  of  this  intelligence  to  the 
Admiralty.  The  merchants  of 
Briftol  having  heard  this  report, 
the  Mayor  requefted,  by  letter  to 
the  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
be  informed  of  the  truth  of  it.  In 

anfwer 
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anfwer  to  this  letter,  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens,  by  order  of  the  board,  ac¬ 
quaints  them,  that  the  whole  was 
without  foundation,  and  that  Ad¬ 
miral  Darby  bad  put  into  'Torbay, 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  on  board 
rjefrejhments .  It  was  faid,  that  this 
lafl  circumftance,  which  the  board 
knew  to  be  an  abfolute  falfehood, 
feemed  to  have  been  invented  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  deceiving 
the  Briftol  merchants,  and  in¬ 
ducing  them  to  fend  out  their 
trading  fhips>  a  fure  prey  to  the 
furrounding  enemy.  This  tranf- 
adlion  was  compared,  by  Mr. 
Fox,  with  that  of  the  convovs 
under  Captain  Moutray ;  the 
ftrono-  marks  of  treacnerv*  which 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it,  were 
infilled  on;  and,  as  an  additional 
confirmation,  a  letter  was  read  from 
Lord  Stormont  to  the  fecretary  in 
Ireland,  of  the  fame  date  with  that 
of  Mr.  Stephens  to  the  Mayor  of 
Briftol,  in  which  he  acquaints 
him,  that  the  combined  fleets  were 
undoubtedly  in  the  channel. 

The  fourth  charge  related  to 
the  meafures  of  the  Admiralty  in 
the  Dutch  war.  Mr.  Fox,  on  en¬ 
tering  into  this  article,  obferved 
that  the  conduct  of  government 
had  explained  to  him  the  meaning 
of  the  apology  which  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had  made, 
cm  another  occafion,  in  excufe  for 
that  war.  He  had  faid,  “  that 
tc  we  fhould  fuifer  lefs  from  the 
ec  Dutch  as  open  enemies  than  as 
“  infidions  friends.”  As  an  ex¬ 
emplification  of  the  truth  of  this 
affertion,  the  Admiralty,  had  dif- 
patched,  before  the  war  broke 
out,  and  whilft  the  Dutch  were 
only  infidious  friends ,  fix  fail  of  the 
.line,  under  Commodore  Fielding, 
tc  intercept  Admiral  B/iand  with 
Vol.  XXV, 


one  :  but  now  that  they  were  be¬ 
come  open  enemies ,  vve  had  lent  but 
five  fhips  to  fight  eight. 

He  remarked,  that  if  govern¬ 
ment  had  really  aimed  at  the  de- 
ftruttion  of  the  naval  power  of 
Holland,  they  ihould  have  fent, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
a  force  fufficient  to  have  entered 
and  kept  poffelfion  of  the  Texeh 
This,  he  faid,  Was  the  opinion 
of  every  perfon,  who  had  turned 
his  thoughts  for  a  moment  to  that 
fubjeft  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  could 
not  help  eonfidering  it  as  a  molt 
fortunate  circumftance,  that  the 
miniftry  of  Great  Britain,  though 
the  means  were  in  their  hands, 
had  not  poffefi'ed  wifdom  and  abi¬ 
lity  fufficient  to  crufh  a  power,  fo 
neceffary  to  the  prefent  lyflem  of 
Europe. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  a&ion 
between  the  Admirals  Parker  and 
Zoutman,  and  infilled  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  criminal  neglect  of 
not  fending  the  Sampfon  man  of 
war  to  the  aftiftance  of  the  former. 
Fie  clofed  this  article  with  oblerv- 
ing,  that  a  fquadron  had  fmce  been 
ftationed  in  the  Downs  for  the 
purpofe  of  defeating  the  naval  en¬ 
terprises  of  the  Dutch;  and  as  a 
proof  that  this  meafure  was  con¬ 
certed  with  wifdom  equal  to  the 
reft.  Admiral  Byland  had  juft  re¬ 
turned  homej  with  his  convoy,  fe- 
cure  and  unmolefted. 

Mr.  Fox  now  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  to  the  fifth 
and  laft  charge;  the  recent  failure 
of  the  expedition  under  Admiral 
Kempenfelt.  It  appeared  from 
the  papers  on  the  table*  that  for 
feveral  weeks  before  the  failing 
of  the  French  ileet,  the  board  of 
Admiralty  had  been  in  the  courfe 
of  receiving  regular  intelligence 
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of  its  equipment;  and  though  its 
force  was  varioufly  reprefented,  at 
different  times,  yet  it  was  evident, 
that  18  or  20  fail  of  the  line  were 
in  readinefs  to  put  to  fea.  The 
convoy,  which  confifted  chiefly  of 
tranfports,  with  troops  and  military 
ilores,  was  laid  to  be  one  of  the 
mod  valuable  and  important  that 
had  ever  left  France;  and  it  was 
therefore  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
they  would  exert  their  utmoft 
ilrength  for  its  fecurity. 

To  intercept  this  armament  was 
an  objedt,  the  fuccefsfa!  accom¬ 
pli  fh  men  t  of  which,  undoubtedly, 
ftood  the  foremoft  of  any  that  had 
been  attempted  fmce  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  Not  only 
the  dominion  of  the  fea  at  home, 
but  the  very  exigence  of  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  the  enemy  abroad, 
depended  on  it.  Mr.  Fox,  there¬ 
fore,  declared,  that  he  confidered 
the  expedition  under  Admiral 
Kempenfelt  as  the  only  judicious 
meafure  that  had  been  adopted 
during  the  war;  and  he  Ihouid 
have  thought  it  juftifiable,  even  if 
be  had  been  obliged  to  fail  with  a 
fmaller  force;  but  he  had  fcarcely 
fullered  his  mind  to  entertain  a 
doubt,  that  the  Admiralty  had 
not  fent  out  every  fhip  that  could 
poffibly  be  fpared  for  that  fervice. 
With  what  aftonilhment  then  and 
indignation  would  the  committee 
learn,  that  at  the  time  when  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfelt  failed  with  only 
12  Ihips  of  the  line,  under  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  greateft  proba¬ 
bility  that  he  would  have  to  en¬ 
counter  at  leaft  s8,  above  20  Bri- 
iiih  Blips  (including  the  fquadron 
in  the  Downs,  which  was  kept 
for  the  paltry  purpofe  of  diftreffing 
the  Dutch  trade)  were  abfolutely 
rmemployed,  and  yet  in  every 


refpedt  fit  for  the  fervice  required. 
Such  condufl,  he  mull  again  re¬ 
peat,  bore  an  air  of  treachery  and 
premeditated  negledt 

After  a  few  general  obfervations 
on  the  nature  of  the  charges  he 
had  brought  forward,  and  the  ir¬ 
refragable  evidence  by  which  they 
were  1  upper  ted,  Mr.  Fox  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution  :  «  That  it  is  the 
“  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 

there  has  been  grofs  mifmanage- 
(t  ment  in  the  adminiftration  of 
i(  the  naval  affairs  of  Great  Britain, 
“  during  the  courfe  of  the  year 

1781.” 

The  defence  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  undertaken  by 
Lord  Mulgrave,  who  began  with 
cautioning  the  committee  againft 
the  eifeds  of  halty  prejudices,  and 
party  lpirit.  The  character,  the 
honour,  and  perhaps  the  fortune 
of  an  individual,  were  at  Bake; 
an  old  and  faithful  fervant  of  the 
crown  was  accufed  of  negligence, 
incapacity,  and  even  treachery ;  he 
had,  therefore,  a  right  to  claim 
the  impartial  judgment  of  every 
member  of  the  committee,  unbi- 
afted  by  any  political  confideration 
whatever. 

He  faid,  the  committee  would 
not  expedt  that  he  fliould  follow 
the  honourable  gentleman  through 
the  various  charges  of  mifcondudl 
imputed  to  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  previous  to  the  year  1781  ; 
(charges  fo  frequently  difeufled  in 
that  houfe,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
fo  fully  refuted)  and  the  more 
efpecially,  as  he  had  voluntarily 
chofen  to  exempt  that  period  of 
the  noble  earl’s  adminiftration  from 
the  vote  of  cenflure,  which  he  had 
juft  propofed  for  their  confider¬ 
ation  :  whether  this  had  arifen 

from 
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from  the  tender  mercy  of  the  ho- 
riourable  gentleman,  or  his  con¬ 
viction  that  the  charges  were  weak 
and  groundlefs,  he  left  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  determine; 

Lord  Mulgrave  then  proceeded 
to  anfvver  the  fevefal  charges  in 
the  order  in  which  they  had  been 
made,  having  firft  remarked,  that 
With  refped  to  ftatioiiing  frigates 
off  Breft,  little  or  no  information 
Of  any  cortfequence  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  that  means.  It  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  frigates  or¬ 
dered  on  that  fervice  to  pafs  by 
Ufhant,  in  which  Cafe,  fignals 
Would  immediately  be  made  along 
the  coart,  and  fliips  would,  confe« 
quently,  be  fent  out  to  drive  them 
away. 

In  anfvver  to  the  firft  charge,  he 
Obferved,  that  the  relief  of  Gibral¬ 
tar  was  eagerly  looked  for  by  the 
Whole  nation,  and  that  it  appeared 
from  the  papers  on  the  table,  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Spaniards  to  meet  and  fight  us 
there.  The  Spaniffl  fleet  was 
dcl'cribed  as  amounting  from  30 
to  36  fail  of  the  line,  eYclufive 
of  a  great  number  of  frigates, 
and  18  firertiips ;  and  it  was 
therefore  neceffary,  either  to  keep 
together  a  force  fufflcient  to  re¬ 
fill  this  formidable  armament,  or 
to  rifle  the  lofs  of  Gibraltar. 
The  chance  of  intercepting  M, 
de  Graffe,  was  at  belt  very  un¬ 
certain  ;  but  even  if  the  attempt 
had  been  crowned  with  all  the 
fuccefs  that  could  have  been 
expeded  from  it,  our  fleet  would 
Tnoft  probably  have  fuffered  fo 
tnuch  in  the  adion,  as  might  have 
Tendered  it  unable  to  effed  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Gibraltar.  On  the  one  hand, 
therefore,  a  great  national  objed 
/null,  at  all  events,  have  been  fa* 


crificed,  whilft  the  mere  probability 
of  falling  in  with  the  French  fleet 
was  oppofed  to  it  On  the  other. 

In  anfvver  to  the  fecond  charge, 
the  lofs  of  the  St.  Euftatius  convoy. 
Lord  Mulgrave  obferved,  that  it 
clearly  appeared,  from  the  intelli¬ 
gence  contained  in  the  papers  on 
the  table,  that  there  were  ftronger 
reafons  for  imagining  M.  de  la 
Motte  Piquet  was  bound  for  Ame¬ 
rica)  than  for  the  cruize,  in  which 
he  had  been  but  too  fuccefsful.  He 
denied  that  there  were  any  lhips 
fit  for  fervice,  that  could  have  been 
fpared  for  the  protection  of  the 
convoy ;  and  to  the  ridicule  that 
had  been  thrown  on  the  meafure  of 
fending  to  Admiral  Darby,  a  week 
after  the  capture,  he  defired  thO 
Committee  to  recoiled  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  ftep,  the  admiral 
had  very  nearly  recaptured  the 
Convoy  ;  a  fhip  of  each  fquadron 
having  had,  one  night,  a  fharp  en¬ 
gagement. 

The  third  article,  under  which 
a  criminal  charge  of  treachery  had 
been  fo  ftrongly  imputed,  related  to 
the  letter  fent  to  tne  Mayor  of  Brif- 
tol.  A  plain  flate  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  admiralty  proceeded 
in  that  bufmefs,  would,  he  truited* 
be  a  full  vindication  of  their  con- 
dud.  In  the  firft  place,  the  intelli¬ 
gence  given  by  the  Swedifh  veil'd, 
was  directly  contradidcd  by  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  information  they 
had  received  from  Spain;  this, 
therefore,  was  a  fufflcient  reafon  for 
their  not  giving  implicit  credit  to 
that  ftory.  But,  in  the  next  place, 
on  a  iuppofltion  that  the  mailer  of 
the  brig  had  not  defigned  to  im- 
pofe  upon  Admiral  Darby,  the 
admiralty  could  readily  account 
for  the  fhips  fle  had  feen,  without 
concluding  them  to  be  the  cora- 
[L]  a  bine  A 
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bined  fleet:  a  large  convoy  of  ioo 
fail  of  tranfports,  were  about  that 
time  to  fail  from  the  Ifle  of  Rhe, 
and,  might,  very  probably,  have 
been  in  the  latitude,  mentioned  in 
the  journal  of  the  Swede.  With 
refpedl  to  a  drc  urn  (lance  mentioned 
in  the  letter,  that  Admiral  Darby 
had  put  into  Torbay,  to  water,  the 
admiralty,  in  his  opinion,  deferved 
no  blame  on  that  account ;  becaufe, 
in  the  find  place,  he  did  not  think 
it  neceflary  that  the  Mayor  of 
Briftol  fliould  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  reafons  of  our  manoeuvres 
at  fea;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  Ad¬ 
miral  Darby  had  faid  in  one  of 
his  letters,  that  he  meant  to  put 
to  fea  again,  with  the  flrft  fair 
wind*  ' 

In  an  fiver  to  the  fourth  charge, 
the  reafon  affigned,  why  Admiral 
Parker  was  not  Rationed  off  the 
Texel,  in  order  to-  prevent  the 
Dutch  from  Handing  out  to  fea, 
was  this ;  that  he  was  obliged  to 
protect  two.  large  and  valuable 
convoys,  the  one  outward,  and  the 
other  homeward  bound.  With  re- 
fpect  to  the  Samp  fan ,  the  impofli- 
bility  of  fending  her  inftantly  to 
join  Admiral  Parker,  without  know¬ 
ing  exactly  where  that  officer '  at 
the  time  was  cruising,  would,  he 
trailed,  be  thought  a  fufficient  an- 
fwer  to  all  the  bitter  inveftives  that 
had  been  fo  liberally  dealt  out,  on 
that  fubjed,  by  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman.  * 

With  refpecl  to  the  fifth  charge, 
it  was  urged,  that  the  board  of 
admiralty  had  the  ftrongeft  reafon.’ 
to  fuppofe,  that  die  French  fleet, 
deftined  for  the  Weft-Indies,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  M.  de  (qui¬ 
cken,  would  not  have  exceeded 
j  3  fail  .of  the  line nay,  it  was 


highly  probable,  that  this  had  ac¬ 
tually  been  the  cafe,  and  that  the 
reft  had  been  difpatched  after  them* 
in  eonfequence  of  intelligence  that 
Admiral  Kempenfelt  was  out  as 
fea.  It  was  denied  that  we  had  at 
this  time  any  other  fnips  ready  for 
fervice,  except  thofe  that  were  un¬ 
der  orders  to  fail  with  Sir  George 
Rodney;  and  Lord  Mulgrave  gave 
it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  to 
have  detached  this  fquadrcn  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  Breft  fleet,  would  have 
been  a  dangerous,  and  might  have 
proved  a  fatal  meafure. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Mulgrave  had 
concluded  his  defence  of  the  board 
of  admiralty.  Lord  Howe  got  up, 
and,  in  a  long  fpeech,  expreffed 
his  concurrence  in  mo’ft  of  the 
opinions  adopted  by  the  honour¬ 
able  member  who  had  opened  the 
debate.  He  infilled  ftiongly  on 
the  important  advantages  .  to  be 
derived  from  having  frigates  Ra¬ 
tioned  off  Breft;  he  agreed  with 
Mr.  Fox,  that  the  taking  poffeffion 
of  the  Texel,  would  have  proved 
a  mafter-ftroke,  had  it  been  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  .  hoftilities  ;  and 
condemed,  in  .  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
the  conduct  of  the  admiralty, 
throughout  the  whole  affair  of 
Admiral  Kempenfelt’s  expedition. 
He.  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  the  early  intelligence  they 
had  received  of  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  left  them  without  excufe, 
for  not  having  prepared  a  force 
ihfticient  to  counteract  them.  He 
a  iked,  why  Sir  George  Rodney 
had  not  been  fent  out  along  with 
Admiral  Kempenfelt  ?  His  fqua- 
dron  was  allowed  to  have  been 
fit  for  fervice;  and  he  might  un- 
doubtedly  have  ferved  his  country 
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as  effe&ually  off  Breft,  as  in  the 
Weft- Indies.  Not  only  the  fate 
of  the  Weft-Jndia  ifiands,  but, 
perhaps,  the  whole  future  fortune 
of  the  war  might  have  been  de¬ 
cided,  almoft  without  a  rifk,  in  the 
Bay  of  Bifcay. 

After  a  long  debate,  which  was 
concluded  by  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  fe- 
cond  fpeech  of  great  length,  the 
committee  divided,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  queftion,  183; 
agaroft  it,  205. 

Whilft  the  condudl  of  the  firff 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  under¬ 
going  this  fevere  fcrutiny  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  a  more  per- 
fonal  attack  was  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  upon  another  of  his 
majefty’s  minifters.  A  ftrong  re¬ 
port  had,  for  fome  days  paft,  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  in  confequence,  as 

was  generally  fuppofed,  of  fome 
difference  in  opinion  with  the  reft 
of  the  cabinet,  relative  to  the 

change  of  meafures,  which  the 

court  found  itfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  adopting,  with  refped  to 
the  American  war,  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  the  Plantations,  was 

to  refign  his  employment,  and,  as 
a  mark  of  the  royal  approbation 
of  his  minifterial  conduct,  to  be 
advanced  to  the  peerage. 

On  the  ground  o,f  this  report, 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  after 
a  Ihort  fpeech,  in  which  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obviate  the  ob¬ 
jections,  to  which  he  forefaw  his 
motion  would  be  liable,  from  its 
appearing  to  trench  on  the  prero¬ 
gative  ot  the  crown,  and  to  clear 
himfelf  from  the  imputation  of 
ailing  on  any  political,  or  from 
any  perfonal  or  invidious  motive 
whatever,  moved  the  following 
refolution  : 

<f  That  it  is  derogatory  to  the 


<(  honour  of  this  houfe,  that  any 
<e  perfon  labouring  under  the  cen- 
££  fare  of  a  court-martial,  as  con- 
£c  tained  in  the  following  fentence, 
[Here  the  fentence  on  Lord  Geo. 
Sackville  was  recited]  ((  which 
“  fentence  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
“  to  confirm,  and  the  following 
“  public  orders  were  given  out, 
f£  in  confequence  thereof,  [Here 
the  public  orders  were  likewife 
recited]  “  fhould  be  recommend- 
“  ed  to  the  crown,  to  be  railed  to 
“  the  dignity  of  a  peerage.*’ 

The  debate  was  neither  long 
nor  interefting  :  the  motion  was 
objeiled  to,  as  a  violent  encroach¬ 
ment  on  the  rights  of  the  crown, 
and,  on  that  ground,  the  queftion 
of  adjournment  was  put,  and  car¬ 
ried,  by  75  contents,  including 
14  proxies,  againft  28  not  con¬ 
tents,  including  2  proxies. 

On  the  18th,  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Sackvdile  having,  in  the  mean 
time,  taken  his  feat  amongft  the 
peers,  the  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  brought  the  fame  queftion 
again  before  the  houfe,  in  a  mo¬ 
tion  expreffed  nearly  in  the  fame 
words  with  the  former.  The  mif- 
conftruilio.n  that  had  been  put  on  « 
the  motion  for  adjourning  on  the 
former  day,  was  given  by  minifters 
as  the  reafon  for  their  refolvftng 
to  meet  the  queftion  on  its  ovyn 
proper  merits,  and  giving  it  a 
direfl  negative.  The  debate, 
notwithftanding  the  lingular  ,  de¬ 
licacy  of  the  circumftances  which 
attended  it,  was  carried  on  with 
great  temper,  and  yet  with  no  lefs 
freedom.  The  noble  perfon,  who 
was,  the  fubieil  of  it,  ftood  for¬ 
ward  the  firft  in  his  own  defence. 
After  calling  on  the  houfe  for 
their  candid  and  indulgent  atten¬ 
tion,  he  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  in  a 
[L]  3  -  particular 
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particular  manner  bound,  in  duty, 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  crown, 
by  which  he  had  obtained  the  high 
privilege  of  a  voice  in  their  delir 
berations,  from  the  unprecedented 
attack  that  was  made  upon  them. 
To  bellow  honours  was  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  indifputable  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  where  the  perfons 
Upon  whom  thofe  honours  were 
bellowed,  were  competent  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  Would  any  noble 
lord  venture  to  maintain,  that  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial  could 
amount  to  a  legal  difqualification, 
from  acquiring  any  civil  capacity 
whatever  ?  This  would  be  to  make 
the  fword  fqperior  to  the  law,  and 
military  rule  to  fuperfede  the  ci¬ 
vil  jurifdiftion.  But  in  the  in- 
flance  before  the  houfe,  the  attempt 
was  not  more  unconllitutional  than 
it  was  oppreffive  and  unjuft.  His 
lordlhip  reminded  the  houfe,  that 
the  fentence  referred  to  in  the 
motion,  had  palfed  three-and- 
twenty  years  ago,  under  circum- 
flances  not  very  favourable  to  the 
impartiality,  or  the  equity,  of  the 
court  that  fat  upon  him.  As  a 
proof  of  the  juft  opinion  that  was 
entertained  of  the  violence  of  the 
proceedings  againft  him,  he  had 
been  brought  into  office  live  years 
afterwards,  and  called  to  the 
privy  council.  This  he  confidered 
as  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  fentence 
of  the  court-martial.  And  would 
their  lordfhips,  under  fuch  circum- 
flances,  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
and  without  having  the  whole  of 
the  cafe  before  them,  proceed  to 
annex  to  the  judgment  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  court,  the  fevereft  cenfure  of 
a  civii  court  of  judicature  ?  Ano¬ 
ther  material  objection  he  had  to 
the  motion,  was,  its  joining  with 
the  fentence  of  the  court-martial, 
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the  comment  which  the  executive 
power  had  taken  upon  itfelf  to 
fuperadd,  as  an  additional  ground 
of  cenfure.  To  the  fentence  he 
was  bound,  by  military  law,  to 
fubmit,  and  he  had  fubmitted  £ 
but  would  any  man  contend  thqt 
he  ought  to  be  judged  by  an  arbi¬ 
trary  comment,  which,  he  would 
venture  to  fay,  went  infinitely 
beyond  the  fentence  ? 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  it 
was  argued,  that  allowing,  in  its 
fulleft  extent,  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  the  houfe  was,  never- 
thelefs,  competent  to  cenfure 
thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefty  in 
any  exercife  of  it,  that  was  de¬ 
rogatory  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  or  injurious  to  the  com¬ 
monweal.  That  the  character  of 
the  houfe  would  fuffer  from  the 
admiffion  of  a  per  fen  labouring 
under  a  cenfure  fo  public  and  no¬ 
torious,  would  not  admit  of  a  fe- 
rious  doubt.  Whether  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  the  court  be  juft  or  unjuft^ 
was  nothing  to  the  queftion,  fo 
long  as  it  remained  on  record^ 
unimpeached  by  any  revifion. 
The  dangerous  confequences  of 
the  meafure  to  the  public,  was 
proved  from  the  mifehievous  ef¬ 
fects  it  might  produce  on  the  dis¬ 
cipline  of  the  army ;  from  the 
impolicy  of  rewarding,  in  the 
prelent  conjuncture  of  affairs,  q 
perfon  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the 
American  war ;  and  laftly,  from 
its  tendency  to  defeat  the  purpofes 
of  a  great  and  folemn  enquiry,  in 
which  the  condud  of  that  noble 
perfon  might  appear  to  deferve 
the  fevereft  punifhment. 

In  reply  to  the  firfl  of  thefe 
arguments,  it  was  faid,  that  the 
creation  of  a  peerage  was  not  al¬ 
ways  a  queftion  of  ftate  5  and  that 

ths 
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the  motion,  prefuming  it  to  be 
luch,  encroached  fo  far  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  was 
well  known,  that  fome  peerages 
then  exiding,  had  not  originally 
been  created  by  the  advice  of  any 
miniders,  but  were  mere  a&s  of 
the  fovereign.  In  anfwer  to  the 
other  arguments,  it  was  obferved, 
that  it  would  be  equally  dangerous 
for  that  houfe  to  break  through 
the  limits  of  the  conditution,  and 
to  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  judice 
and  equity,  merely  to  prevent  thofe 
mifconllruCtions,  which  weak  or 
ill-difpofed  perfons  might  put  on 
any  meafure  whatever. 

On  the  divifion,  there  appeared 
contents  28;  not  contents,  93,  in¬ 
cluding  proxies.  A  proted  was  en¬ 
tered  the  fame  day,  and  ligned  by 
nine  lords,  in  which  the  meafure, 
that  had  been  the  fubjeCt  of  the  de¬ 
bate,  was  reprobated  in  the  dronged 
and  mod  pointed  terms. 

Feb  20th  Mr*  Fox  now  brought 
reo.zotn.  thg  fame  queftion  before 

the  houfe,  which  he  had  already 
moved  in  a  committee,  relative  to 
the  adminidration  of  naval  affairs. 
This  dep,  he  faid,  he  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  take,  partly  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  placing  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  the  attempt  that  had 
been  made  to  refcue  the  nation 
from  the  fatal  councils  of  a  negli¬ 
gent  and  incapable  minider,  and 
the  great  and  refpe&able  minority 
by  which  it  had  been  fupported  ; 
and  partly  by  the  drong  hopes  of 
better  fuccefs,  which  he  could  not 
avoid  entertaining,  from  the  more 
numerous  attendance  he  faw  that 
day  in  the  hpufe.  He  then  fig- 
nified  his  intentions,  in  cafe  the 
motion  fhould  pafs,  of  following 
it  by  another,  for  an  addrefs  to 


the  king,  to  remove  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  councils  for 
ever. 

The  debate  was  protracted  to  a 
late  hour;  mod  of  the  old  ground 
being  fought  over  again  by  the 
members  who  had  not  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  delivering  their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  former  day.  Sir 
William  Dolben,  who  had  fup¬ 
ported  Mr.  Fox  in  the  committee, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  weight 
with  thofe  members,  who  were 
called  country  gentlemen,  declared  his 
refolution  of  voting  againd  him, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  on  account 
of  the  intimation  he  had  given  of 
his  defign  to  move  an  addrefs  for 
the  difmiflion  of  the  fird  lord  of 
the  admiralty.  This  he  thought 
by  far  too  hady  and  precipitate 
a  proceeding.  Lord  Howe  alfo  de¬ 
clared,  that  though  he  could  not, 
in  honour,  avoid  voting  for  the  re¬ 
folution  before  the  houfe,  yet  he 
Ihould  certainly  be  againd  the  next 
dep  propofed.  He  alked,  if  gen~ 
tlemen  were  provided  with  a  pro¬ 
per  fuccelfor,  who  would  aft  with, 
the  prefent  fervants  of  the  crown  ? 
The  plan  of  the  enfuing  campaign 
was  alfo,  he  faid,  certainly  arranged, 
and  he  doubted  whether  at  fuch  3 
moment  it  would  be  fafe  to  over¬ 
turn  the  aClual  adminidration  of 
the  marine.  On  the  divifion,  the 

/ 

numbers  for  the  motion  were  2173 
againd  it  236. 

The  appointment  p  ,  . 

of  Mr.  Wclbore  El-  ' 
lis  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
date  for  the  plantation  depart¬ 
ment,  vacant  by  the  redgnation 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Sackville,  and 
of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  to  fucceed  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  in. 

[ L ]  4  North 
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North  America,  having  occaftoned 
a  general  alarm  among  ft  thcfe,  who 
were  perfuaded  that  there  ftill  ex- 
ifted  a  fecret  and  obftinate  attach¬ 
ment  in  the  court  to  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war  againft  the  co¬ 
lonies,  it  was  refolved  to  make 
another  attempt  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  bind  up  the  hands 
of  the  executive  government  by  a 
ftrong  and  explicit  declaration  of 
the  opinion  of  parliament.  With 
this  view.  General  Conway  mov¬ 
ed,  that  an  addrefs  ftiould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  to  implore 
liis  map  fty  to  lilten  to  the  advice 
of  his  commons,  that  the  war  in 
America  might  no  longer  be  pur- 
fued,  for  the  impracticable  pur- 
pofe  of  reducing  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  to  obedience,  by 
force ;  and  to  expreis  their  hopes, 
that  his  majefty's  delire  to  reftore 
the  public  tranquillity  might  be 
forwarded,  and  made  eftedual,  by 
a  happy  reconciliation  with  the  re¬ 
volted  colonies. 

The  debate  on  this  motion, 
lafted  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  All  the  arguments  ufed  on 
former  occafions,  were  recurred  to 
on  both  ftdes  the  houfe ;  the  mi¬ 
nivers  continued  to  hold  the  fame 
vague  and  undetermined  language 
as  before ;  and,  on  the  divider), 
there  appeared  for  the  addrels, 
I93  ;  againft  it,  194. 

The  event  of  this  division  was 
eonfidered,  by  oppofttion,  as  a 
complete  vidorg  over  the  minifter, 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  American 
war ;  and,  as  a  majority  of  the  ah- 
fent  members  were  fuppofed  to 
coincide  in  opinion  with  the  for- 
p  er,  it  was  reiolved  to  bring  the 
Quoftion  before  the  houfe  again, 
the  ftrft  opportunity.  Accord- 


ingly,  cn  the  27th,  „  ,  .  • 

General  Conway  mov-  4  “ 

ed  a  refolution,  the  fame  in  fub- 
ftance  with  that  which  had  been, 
loft  before  the  holidays,  and  only 
altered  in  the  mode  of  expreftion, 
in  compliance  with  the  ,crd§rs  of 
the  houfe. 

He  introduced  his  motion  by 
a  rneft  eloquent  and  animated 
fpeech,  in  which  he  combated  all 
the  objedions,  that  had  been  urged 
on  former  occafions,  by  the  ptlie£ 
fide  of  the  houfe. 

It  had  been  aftmed,  that  it 
was  unconftitutional  for  that  houfe 
to  interfere  with  its  advice  in  mat¬ 
ters  which  fpecialiy  belong  to  the 
executive  branch  of  government. 
This  portion  he  poll  lively  con¬ 
demned  both  as  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  to- 
tally  unfupported  by  fad.  He 
proved,  from  a  regular  feries  of 
precedents,  down  from  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  ac~ 
ceffion  of  his  prelent  majefty,  that 
parliament  had  always  been  in  the 
practice  of  interpoftng,  with  its 
advice,  in  matters  of  peace  and 
war,  of  treaties  and  alliances,  and 
even  in  the  marriages  of  the  royal 
family.  Such  interference  had, 
indeed,  fometimes  been  repre¬ 
hended  from  the  throne,  as  an  im¬ 
proper  intermeddling'  in  ftate  af¬ 
fairs  ;  but  parliament,  and  particu¬ 
larly  that  houle,  had  generally  made 
its  voice  to  be  heard  with  authority 
and  eifed. 

Another  objedion  that  had  been 
made  to  the  motion,  was  its  be- 
ing  vague,  and  obfeurely  worded. 
That  it  nearly  concerned  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  houfe,  that  its  orders 
ftiould  be  ftridly  and  pundually 
obeyed ;  and  therefore,  it  was  re¬ 
el  uifltQ 

eh  ...  . 
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quifite  they  fhould  be  expreffed  in 
the  moft  clear  and  intelligible 
manner.  It  had  likewife  been 
afferted,  that  it  could  not  yet  be 
decidedly  colledecf  from  any  of 
the  proportions  that  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  whether 
all  hoftilities,  in  America*  on 
our  fide,  were  to  ceafe  ;  or,  if 
war  was  ftill  to  exift,  what  kind 
of  military  operations  were  in¬ 
tended  to  be  allowed. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  remarks. 
General  Conway  obferved,  that 
the  words  he  had  adopted  in  the 
prefent  motion,  “  offeniive  war,” 
were,  to  military  perfons,  at 
lead,  fuftjciently  defcriptive  of 
the  fpecies  of  hoftilities,  to  which 
the  motion  was  deiigned  to  put  an 
end.  The  war  was  to  be  ftridly 
defenftve,  and  none  other ;  fuch 
a  war  as  General  Elliot  was  then 
waging  in  Gibraltar ;  fuch  a  war 
as  General  Murray  had  lately  car¬ 
ried  on  in  Fort  St.  Philip.  The 
neccfiity  of  tying  up  the  hands  of 
government  thus  clofeiy,  was  evi¬ 
dent,  from  the  ingenuity  they  had 
Ihewn  in  eluding  every  attempt 
that  had  been  made  to  bind  them^ 
by  feme  explicit  declaration  of 
their  own.  As  loon  as  it  was  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  war  was  in  bad 
odour  in  the  houfe,  and  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  quiet  the  alarm 
which  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
had  excited,  they  were  brought, 
with  feme  difficulty,  to  intimate, 
that  hoftilities  fhould  not  be  car¬ 
ried  on  to  the  fame  extent  as  for- 

*  .  ^  v 

merly.  This  not  being  deemed 
fatisfadory,  it  was  declared,  that 
there  fhould  be  no  internal ,  conti¬ 
nental  <v:ar.  The  apprehcnfions 
of  the  public  being  rather  in- 
creafed  than  diminiihed,  by  thefe 
extorted  and  ambiguous  deciara- 
|kxx,  recourfe  was  next  had  to  a 


nvar  of  pofls  :  it  is  allowed,  on  all 
hands,  lay  they,  that  we  fhould 
keep  what  we  ftilL  poffefs ;  and, 
certainly,  no  one  would  objed  to 
the  changing  of  our  fituation,  Jp 
another  fhould  be  thought  more 
advantageous,  or  more  tenable. 
When  it  was  urged,  that  a  war  of 
this  kind  would  fubjed  us  to  all 
the  expence,  and  all  the  rifk  of 
offeniive  operations,  a  new  and 
curious  device  was  recurred  to, 
that  of  a  French  n.var  in  America ; 
the  invention,  as  it  feemed,  of 
the  newly  appointed  lecretary  of 
ftate.  The  Americans,  that  gen¬ 
tleman  had  faid,  with  a  fort  of 
triumph,  are  fed,  cloathed,  and 
paid  by  France;  they  are  led  on 
by  French  officers;  the  French 
and  the  American  armies  are  in-r 
corporated  in  one;  it  was  net 
mere  locality  that  Ihould  give  a 
name  to  a  war.  France  had  for¬ 
merly  been  fought,  with  fuccefs, 
in  Germany,  and  he  faw  no  folid 
objedion  to  fighting  her  now  in 
America.  The  folly  and  mad- 
nefs  of  fuch  an  attempt.  General 
Conway  argued,  would  inftantly 
appear,  from  wliat  had  already 
happened.  France,  with  5000 
troops,  which  did  not  coft  her 
more  than  40 1.  a  man,  a  year, 
was  carrying  on  the  war  again  ft 
us,  and  even  with  fuccefs,  who 
paid  for  73,000,  at  100 1.  a  man 
expence  in  the  year. 

There  was,  he  faid,  a  fifth 
kind  of  war,  which  rumour  had 
bruited  to  be  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  government,  a  war,  at 
the  very  mention  of  which  nature 
fhuddered  ;  he  meant  an  Indian 
war.  A  new  officer,  under  the 
title  of  Infpedor  of  Indian  affairs, 
had,  he  was  affured,  been  lately 
appointed  ;  he  could  not  acquaii  t 
the  houle  for  what  purpofe,  but 
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In  times  like  the  prefen t,  he  could 
hardly  think  it  was  meant  as  a 
jlnecure.  This  circumftance,  add¬ 
ed  to  a  declaration  he  had  heard 
from  one  of  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vants,  in  the  former  debate,  that 

we  muh  make  the  Americans 
£e  feel  the  calamities  of  war,  in 
®c  order  to  make  them  wifh.  for 
44  peace,”  had,  he  muft  confefs, 
given  him  the  moll  ferious  and 
dreadful  apprehenfions. 

He,  laftly,  cautioned  the  houfe 
againft  the  fallacy  of  an  argument 
that  had  been  urged,  with  great 
confidence,  from  the  other  fi.de : 
Took,  fay  they,  at  the  army  efti- 
jnates,  and  you  will  find  un- 
cjueftionable  fecurity,  that  govern¬ 
ment  does  not  mean  to  carry  on 
©ffenfive  war  in  America.  General 
Conway  reminded  the  houfe,  that 
though  73,000  men  were  voted 
and  paid  for,  we  had  never  above 
half  that  number  in  adual  fervice. 
Government  had,  therefore,  only  to 
complete  the  regiments,  and  they 
would  have  more  men  in  America 
than,  ever  they  had  before. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Lord  Vifcount  Althorpe,  and  op- 
pofed  by  Lord  North,  in  a  long 
and  able  reply.  He  objeded  to 
it  as  unnecefiary,  after  the  afiur- 
ances  that  had  been  given  by  go¬ 
vernment  ;  as  dangerous,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  information  it  con¬ 
veyed  to  our  enemies ;  as  impo¬ 
litic,  becaufe  it  entirely  took  away 
from  the  executive  government 
the  ufe  of  its  diferetion ;  as  tend¬ 
ing  to  retard  rather  than  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  attainment  of  peace, 
the  great  objed  in  view  by  both 
fides  of  the  houfe.  He,  therefore, 
could  only  con  fid  er  the  motion  as 
a  party  raeafure,  and,  in  that 
light*  he  thought  it  not  lefs  ex¬ 


ceptionable.  If,  faid  he,  the  houfe 
fufpeds  the  fincerity  of  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown,  if  they  have 
any  doubts  of  their  ability  or  in¬ 
tegrity,  it  is  not  by  fuch  a  motion 
as  the  prefent  that  they  ought  to 
exprefs  their  fentiments ;  they 
ought  to  addrefs  the  crown  to  re¬ 
move  thofe  minifters  in  whom  they 
could  not  place  confidence,  and  to 
appoint  others  in  whom  they  could 
confide.  A  minifter,  he  faid,  ought 
no  longer  to  continue  a  miniiter, 
after  he  was  fufpeded  by  that 
houfe.  He  fhould  be  like  Csefar’s 
wife,  not  only  free  from  guilt, 
but  even  from  fufpicion.  If,  in¬ 
deed,  the  houfe  fiiould  fiiew  that 
they  had  withdrawn  their  confi¬ 
dence  from  him,  it  would  be  his 
duty,  without  waiting  for  an  ad¬ 
drefs  for  his  removal,  to  wait  upon 
his  fovereign,  and,  delivering  up 
the  feals  of  his  nrfice,  fay  to  him, 
44  Sir,  I  have  long  ferved  you 
e4  with  diligence,  with  zeal,  and 
“  with  fidelity,  but  fuccefs  has 
“  not  crowned  my  endeavours ; 
**  your  parliament  have  with- 
(C  drawn  from  me  their  confi- 
“  dence ;  all  my  declarations  to 
44  them  are  fufpeded ;  therefore, 
44  Sir,  let  me  refign  to  you  thofe 
44  employments,  which  I  ought 
44  not  to  keep  longer  than  I  can 
44  be  ferviceable  to  your  Majefty, 
44  and  your  fubjedls.” 

Lord  North  was  followed  by  the 
Attorney- General,  who  obferved, 
that  there  were  many  more  ob- 
ftacles  to  be  removed,  in  order  to 
treat  of  peace  with  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  than  the  houfe  feemed  to  be 
aware  of.  At  that  moment,  fe- 
veral  ads  of  parliament  were  in 
exigence,  which  would  prove  in* 
fuperable  bars  to  fuch  an  attempt. 
He  therefore  ihouid  recommend. 
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$5  the  firft  necefiary  ftep,  a  truce ; 
during  the  continuance  of  which, 
the  enmity,  occafioned  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  conteft,  might  fub- 
fide  ;  and  each  party,  being  at  lei¬ 
sure  to  confult  their  real  interefts, 
might  accede  to  terms  of  peace, 
which,  having  undergone  a  flow 
and  temperate  difcuffion,  might 
prove  more  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous,  as  well  as  more  likely  to 
fecure  a  permanent  union,  than 
thole  refulting  from  fudden  over* 
tures,  and  fudden  acquiefcence.  He 
declared  his  intentions  of  bringing 
in  a  bill,  with  the  permilflon  of  the 
houfe,  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  he 
fliould  therefore  move,  “  that  the 
“  prefent  debate  be  adjourned, 

until  Wednefday,  the  thirteenth 
“  of  the  enfuing  month  of 
f‘  March.” 

Several  other  members  took  a 
part  in  the  debate,  which  again 
continued  till  near  two  o’clock, 
when,  though  the  propofition  of 
the  Attorney  was  fuppoied  tp  have 
brought  over  a  few  irrefolute  votes 
to  the  fide  of  the  minifter,  there 
appeared,  for  the  adjournment, 
only  215;  again!!  it,  234;  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  two  tellers  on  each 
fide.  The  number  of  thole  who 
were  prefent  at  the  beginning  of 
the  debate,  but  had  paired  off  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evening,  were 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  14. 
The  original  queftion,  and  an 
addrefs  to  the  Icing,  formed  upon 
the  refolution,  were  then  carried 
without  a  divifiop,  and  the  addrefs 
was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by  the 
whole  houfe. 

0^  the  Monday  following,  his 
majefty’s  anfwer  was  reported  to 
the  houfe ;  in  which  he  allures 
them,  “  that  in  purfuance  of  their 
5*  advice,  he  (hcuid  take  fuch 


F  EUROPE.  [171 

<f  meafures  as  fhould  appear  to 
“  him  to  be  mol!  conducive  to 
<f  the  reftoration  of  harmony, 
“  between  Great-Britain  and  the 

revolted  colonies;  and  that  his 
“  efforts  fhould  be  dire&ed,  in  the 
“  mod  effedlual  manner,  again!! 

our  European  enemies,  till  fuch 
“  a  peace  could  be  obtained,  as 
i(  fliould  confift  with  the  intereft 
“  and  permanent  welfare  of  his 
<f  kingdoms.” 

The  thanks  of  the  houfe  being 
unanimoufly  voted  to  the  king, 
for  his  gracious  anfwer.  General 
Conway  rofe  again,  and,  after 
exprelfing  his  concern  at  having 
been  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
trefpaffing  fo  frequently,  of  late, 
on  the  patience  of  the  houfe, 
moved  another  refolution,  to  the 
following  effedl ;  “  that  the  houfe 
“  would  confider  as  enemies  to 
"  his  majefty,  and  the  country, 
“  all  thofe  who  fliould  advife,  or 
f<  by  any  means  attempt,  the  fur- 
<(  ther  profecution  of  olfenflve  war, 
“  on  the  continent  of  North  Ame- 
fc  rica,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
“  the  revolted  colonies  to  obedience 
‘f  by  force.” 

The  neceflity  of  this  meafure, 
in  order  to  fecure  and  render  per¬ 
manent  to  the  nation,  the  bene¬ 
ficial  confequences  of  their  former 
refolution,  had  arifen,  he  faid, 
from  two  circumfiances.  The 
firft  was,  that  minifters  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  though  they  fliould 
think  themfelves  bound  to  comply 
with  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of 
that  houfe,  yet  they  ftill  retained 
their  former  fentiments,  refped- 
ing  the  want  of  wifdom  and  po¬ 
licy  in  the  meafures  recommended. 
The  unwilling  obedience  of  per- 
fons,  who  could  bring  themlelves 
to  ail  in  direct  oppofition  to  their 

own 
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own  judgment,  he  thought  could 
not  be  too  ftrongly  fecured.  The 
anfwer  they  had  advifed  his  ma- 
jefty  to  return  to  the  addrefs  of 
that  houfe,  was  another  circum- 
ftance,  affording  juft  ground  of 
jealoufy  and  diftruft.  In  that 
anfwer,  all  reference  to  the  pro- 
fecution  of  offenfive  war  was  cau- 
tioufly  avoided ;  the  houfe  was 
informed,  in  general  terms,  that 
he  fhouid  take  fuch  meafures,  as 
might  appear  to  him  moft  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  re  deration  of  peace  ; 
but  the  houfe  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppoie,  but  that  a  more  vigorous 
prcfecution  of  the  wrar  might  be 
deemed  one  of  thefe  conducive 
meafures.  The  motion,  after  a 
feeble  oppofition  from  government, 
was  at  length  fuffered  to  pafs,  with¬ 
out  a  divilion. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  received 
by  the  public  with  general  de- 
monftratlons  of  joy ;  in  the  midft 
of  which,  the  rare  fortune  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
took  the  lead  in  this  bufinefs,  was 
much  envied  and  admired,  in 
having  thus,  a  fecond  time,  given 
peace  to  America,  and  happily 
put  a  ftop  to  the  alarming  progrefs 
of  thofe  dreadful  calamities,  which 
he  had  before,  but  unfortunately 
m  vain,  fhewn  the  way  to  pre¬ 
vent. 


March  6th.  J/hfla  thcfe  2re3t 
and  important  quel- 

tions  were  agitating  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  Houfe,  the  condud  of  go¬ 
vernment,  with  refped  to  the  late 
campaign  in  .  North- America,  un¬ 
derwent  a  find  and  (were  feru- 
tiny,  in  a,  committee  of  the  lords. 
After  feveral  intermediate  de¬ 
bates,  which  chiefly  turned  on  the 
propriety  of  producing  certain 
papers  and  documents  from  the 
8 


public  offices,  the  bufinefs  was, 
at  length,  brought  to  a  concluflon, 
on  a  motion  by  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dos,  “  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
“  the  committee,  that  the  irnme- 
“  diate  caufe  of  the  capture  of  the 
cc  army  under  Earl  Cornwallis,  in 
“  Virginia,  appeared  to  be  the 
<c  want  of  a  fufficient  naval  force, 
“  to  cover  and  proted  the  famed J 
i  his  motion  was  negatived,  by  a 
majority  of  72  to  37. 

The  manly  and  public-fpirited 
language  held  by  the  minifter  in 
the  debate  of  the  27th  of  February, 
had  raifed  a  general  expectation, 
that  the  lols  of  the  queftion  on 
that  day,  and  the  fubfequent 
meafures  of  the  4th  of  March, 
would  have  been  followed  by  his 
immediate  refignation.  It  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted,  from  the 
daily  mortifications  to  which  his 
continuance  m  office  expofed  him, 
and  the  extreme  improbability  of 
his  being  able  to  regain  the  ground 
he  had  loft,  but  that  this  would 
have  been  Tie  cafe,  bad  he  net 
been  induced,  by  other  caufes,  to 
act  contrary  both  to  his  principle 
and  inclination.  The  cribs  was 
doubtlefs,  in  the  utmoft  degree, 
alarming  to  the  court.  Had  a 
mere  perfonal  change  of  minifters 
been  the  point  at  iffue,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  little  ceremony  would 
have  been  uied  in  gratifying  the 
wifhes  of  parliament.  But  it  was 
well  underftood,  that  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  internal  policy 
of  government,  would  be  the  ine¬ 
vitable  confequence  of  their  re¬ 
moval ;  a  revolution  not  lefts  im¬ 
portant  in  its  effects,  nor  lefts 
dreaded  by  the  court,  than  any 
other  which  the  nation  had  be~< 
fore  experienced. 

It  was  therefore  very  generally 

fuppofed. 
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fuppofed,  that  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  continue  in  a  fitua- 
tion,  that  was  neither  honourable 
to  himfelf,  nor  without  injury  to 
the  country,  till  every  means  were 
tried,  of  averting  what  was  con- 
iidered  as  the  moft  dreadful  of 
evils.  The  obfcure  language 
which  he  held,  when  prefted  on 
that  ground  in  the  Houfe  cf 
Commons,  afforded  a  flrong  pre- 
fumption  of  the  truth  of  this  fup- 
Dofition.  He  declared,  at  dif- 
ferent  times,  that  he  kept  his  pod 
from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  and 
not  from  inclination  ;  that  he  re¬ 
mained  in  his 'employment  to  pre¬ 
vent  confufion;  that  he  fhould 
quit  it  as  foon  as  he  could  retire 
with  honour;  but  that  particular 
circumftances  flood  in  the  way  at 
prefent,  which  he  could  not  far¬ 
ther  explain.  It  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  indecency  of  his 
clinging  to  office,  under  the  cir- 
cumflances  in  which  he  then  flood, 
and  after  the  declaration  he  had 
himfelf  made,  was,  day  after  day, 
urged  by  opposition  with  an  un~ 
ufual  degree  of  acrimony  ;  he  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  retorting  on 
his  adverfaries  their  indecent  im¬ 
patience  to  get  poffeffion  cf  his 
employments ;  and  with  defending 
himfelf  on  the  latter  part  of  the 
charge,  by  laying,  that  though 
parliament  had  interfered  by  its 
advice,  and  had  taken  a  flronger 
meaftire,  than  he  thought  necef- 
fary,  for  fecuring  obedience  to  it, 
yet  it  did  not  appear,  from  any 
vote  of  refolution  they  had  yet 
paired,  that  the  houfe  had  totally 
withdrawn  its  confidence  from  the 
prefent  adminillration. 

March  8th.  „  To  b™?S  tbe  "V* 
ter  to  this  lfiue,  the 

following  refolutions  were  moved  by 


Lord  John  Cavendifh,  and  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Powys. 

“  That  it  appears  to  this 

f<  houfe,  that  fmee  the  year  1775, 

“  upwards  of  one  hundred  mil- 
<s  lions  of  money  have  been  ex- 
“  pended,  on  the  army  and  na~ 

(S  vy,  in  a  fruitlefs  war. 

“  That  it  appears  to  this 

“  houfe,  that  during  the  above 
“  period,  we  have  Iqfl  the  thir- 
“  teen  colonies  of  America, 
“  which  anciently  belonged  to 
u  the  crown  "  of  Great- Britain, 
(<  (except  the  polls  of  New- York, 
Charles-Town,  and  Savannah) 
“  the  newly  acquired  colony  of 
“  Florida,  many  of  our  valuable 
“  Weft-India  and  other  iflands, 
“  and  thofe  that  remain  are  in 
“  the  moil  imminent  danger. 

*'f  That  it  appears  to  this 

(C  houfe,  that  Great- Britain  is  at 
“  prefent  engaged  in  an  expen- 
(i  five  war  with  America,  France, 
“  Spain,  and  Holland,  without 
“  a  fingle  ally. 

“  That  it  appears  to  this 
“  houfe,  that  the  chief  caufe  of 
all  thefe  misfortunes,  has  been 
“  the  want  of  forefight  and  abi- 
“  lity  in  his  majefty’s  minifters.>> 

The  debate,  as  far  as  related  to 
the  merits  of  the  queflion,  lay 
within  a  fmall  compals.-  In  fup- 
port  of  the  conclufion  drawn  in. 
the  lafl  refolution,  (for  the  fafts 
contained  in  the  three  fir  ft,  were 
admitted  on  all  Tides)  it  was  ar¬ 
gued,  in  the  firft  place,  that  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  feries  of 
misfortune  and  difgrace  was  in 
itlelf  a  fufficient  proof  of  mifeon- 
dufl ;  and  fecondly,  that  the  fe- 
parate  meafures  of  adminifrration 
were  fo  ftrongly  marked  with 
weaknei's  and  folly,  as  to  carry 
their  own  condemnation  on  the 
face  of  them,  On„the  other  fuk-% 

it 
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it  was  contended*  that  misfortune 
could  not  be  allowed  to  infer  mif- 
conduCt;  and  that  even  granting 
this*  thofe  who  planned  meafures 
were  not  folely  refponfible  for 
them.  The  fault  might  be  in  the 
execution ;  and  therefore,  it  would 
ill  become  the  juilice  of  the  houfe, 
to  proceed  to  a  partial  cenfure, 
without  any  previous  hearing,  or 
enquiry. 

This  ground,  however,  appeared 
fo  weak,  even  to  the  friends  of 
adminillration,  that  it  was  almolt 
entirely  deferted,  except  by  the 
minifters  themielves,  and  the 
queftion  was  taken  up  with  great 
art  and  ingenuity  on  other  topics. 
It  was  faid,  that  the  motion  being 
intended  to  operate  as  a  vote  for 
the  removal  of  the  prefent  mi- 
iriilry,  the  houfe  would  do  well, 
before  it  adopted  fo  ferious  a  mea- 
fiire,  to  take  a  view  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  opinions  of  thofe,  who 
moil  probably  would  be  their  fuc- 
ceffors.  It  was  alked,  if  the  houfe 
was  ready  to  vote  the  Inde¬ 
pendence  of  America  ?  If  it  was 
prepared  to  new- model  the  confti- 
tution ;  to  alter  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  and  the  rights  of 
ele&ion?  Would  it  be  willing  to 
give  up  its  exclusive  privilege  of 
framing  money-bills;  or  was  it 
curious  to  fee  the  effects  of  thofe 
latent  powers,  which  a  noble  earl 
had,  in  the  courl'e  of  his  reading, 
difeovered  to  exift  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  ?  Would  it  confent  to  a 
violation  of  the  national  faith  with 
the  crown,  by  adopting  a  cele¬ 
brated  bill  of  reform  in  the  civil 
Jill  expenditure  ? 

It  was  then  demanded,  whether 
that  harmony  and  concord  fub- 
fifted  amongll  the  new  candidates 
for  power,  the  want  of  which  had 


been  lb  often  and  fo  vehemently 
urged  againll  the  prefent  admi- 
niliration  i  How  would  the  in¬ 
flexible  fpirit  Of  a  noble  earl,  who 
had  pledged  his  word  in  the  other 
houfe,  that  he  would  under  no 
circum  fiances  confent  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  colonies,  be 
brought  to  bend  to  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  Teemed  fo  ready  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  it  ?  The  fame  noble 
perfon  had  declared;  that  he  Ihould 
always  wifli  to  fee  the  king  his 
own  miniller ;  a  doctrine  of  no 
trifling  political  importance,  and 
yet,  which  would  found  very  he¬ 
retical  in  the  ears  of  moll  of  his 
friends,  on  the  oppofite  flde  of 
the  houfe.  With  refpefl  to  the 
different  fedts  of  political  reform¬ 
ers,  they  were  equally  numerous, 
and  more  at  variance  with  each 
other,  than  thofe  of  religion. 

1  nele  topics  were  urged  with 
great  eloquence  and  ability,  by 
Mr.  Adam  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
of  Scotland ;  the  latter  of  whom 
called  particularly  on  the  member 
for  Wellminller  to  declare,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  cafe  he  fliould  And  him- 
felf,  when  miniller,  in  a  mino¬ 
rity,  he  would  pay  that  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  which 
he  had  fo  loudly  called  for  from 
the  noble  lord ;  or  whether  he 
would  not  appeal  to  his  other  par¬ 
liament  out  of  doors,  and  tell  them 
they  were  betrayed  by  their  re- 
prefentatives.  It  nearly  concerned 
the  houfe,  he  faid,  to  have  thefe 
various  matters  well  and  tho¬ 
roughly  underllood,  before  they 
proceeded  to  difeharge  the  pre¬ 
fent  minillers  from  their  offices* 
and  throw  the  whole  government 
of  the  country  into  the  hands  of 
their  opponents. 

In  defence  of  his  principles  and 

conduct 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [175 


conduct  againft  this  perfonal  at¬ 
tack,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  there 
was  a  material  difference  between 
a  private  member  appealing  to  his 
conftituents,  or  to  the  nation  at 
large,  whofe  agent  he  was  in 
parliament,  and  a  fervant-  of  the 
crown,  holding  an  office  at  the 
will  of  the  king,  attempting  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  them,  in  that  capacity, 
againft  parliament.  The  former 
he  Ihould  ftill  contend  was  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution ;  the 
latter,  he  Ihould  as  explicitly  con¬ 
demn  as  fubverfive  of  the  whole 
order  of  it. 

The  debate  lafted  till  pad  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
houfe  divided  on  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  had  been  moved  by 
the  fecretary  at  war,  and  which  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  io. 

.  ,  The  interval  be- 

March  15 1  .  tween  the  eighth 

and  the  fifteenth  was  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  employed 
in  various  unfuccefsful  attempts 
to  divide  the  party  in  oppofition. 
On  the  latter  day,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Sir  John  Rous,  and  fe- 
conded  by  the  younger  Lord  Geo. 
Cavendiffi,  in  which,  after  reciting 
the  facts  contained  in  the  refolutions 
moved  on  the  eighth,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  refolve,  that,  on  confidera- 
tion  thereof,  the  houfe  could  have 
no  farther  confidence  in  the  mi- 
nifters,  who  had  the  direction  of 
public  affairs. 

In  the  debate,  the  neceffity  of 
fome  new  arrangement  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  public  affairs  was 
no  longer  denied;  but  the  im¬ 
policy,  and  even  the  danger  of 
thr  wing  the  country  entirely  into 
the  hands  of  any  party,  was  ftill 
llrongly  contended.  A  coalition 
was  loudly  called  for  by  many  mo¬ 
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derate  and  independent  members, 
and  the  propriety  of  leaving  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
fury,  in  poffeffion  of  his  office,  till 
fuch  a  meafure  could  be  accom¬ 
pli  fhed,  was  much  in  filled  on.  The 
noble  lord  himfelf  was  obferved 
to  fpeak  with  confiderable  emotion 
and  embarraffment,  to  which  the 
peculiarity  of  his  fituation,  and  the 
violent  perfonal  attacks  to  which 
it  expofed  him,  mail,  doubtlefs, 
have  much  contributed.  He  en¬ 
tered  into  a  long  and  able  defence 
of  his  own  condufl,  after  which, 
he  folemnly  declared  to  the  houfe, 
“  that  he  neither  was,  nor  would 
be  any  obilacle  to  a  coalition 
of  parties,  or  to  the  formation 
of  any  new  adminiflration,  from 
"  which  he  might  be  totally  ex- 
“  eluded.” 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  urged, 
that  the  bait  of  a  coalition  had 
been  thrown  out  by  the  court 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  delay, 
and  giving  room  for  intrigue  and 
cabal ;  and  that,  in  order  to  fe~ 
cure  to  the  nation  the  advantages, 
which  it  was  now  univerfally  ad¬ 
mitted,  would  ariie  from  a  total 
change  in  the  public  councils,  it 
was  neceffary  not  to  relax,  for  a 
moment,  the  vigorous  purfuit  o£ 
fuch  meafures,  as  could  not  fail 
of  being  fpeedily  crowned  with 
fuccefs. 

On  this  occafion,  the  whole 
(Length  of  both  parties  was  muf- 
tered.  Near  four  hundred  and 
eighty  members  were  faid  to  have 
been  prefent  in  the  houfe ;  and  on 
the  divifion,  the  quellion  was  nega¬ 
tived  by  a  majority  of  only  9. 

After  the  divifion,  notice  was 
given,  that  a  motion,  to  the  fame 
effett,  would  be  made,  on  the  Wed- 
nefday  following. 

On 
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March  20th.  ,  °,n , that  dV’  the 
home  being  again  un¬ 
commonly  crowded,  the  Earl  of 
Surrey  got  up  to  make  the  pro- 
imfed  motion  ;  but  Lord  North  rif- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  communicating  to  the  houfe 
iome  information,  which,  he  faid, 
might  make  any  farther  proceed¬ 
ing  in  the  intended  bufinefs  unne- 
qeffary,  and  would  require  an  ad* 
journment,  great  diforder  and.  con- 
fulion  endued,  the  members  in  op- 
polition  calling  out  violently  for 
“  Lord  Surrey,5’  and  “  No  ad- 
journment.”  As  foon  as  the 
houfe  was  reduced  to  order,  it  was 
moved,  that  the  Earl  of  Surrey 
((  be  now  heard,”  when  Lord 
North,  having  now  obtained  aright 
to  fpeak  to  the  quell  ion,  obferved, 
that  had  he  been  fullered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  before,  he  believed  much  un- 
neceffary  heat  and  diforder  would 
have  been  prevented.  He  meant 
no  difrefpedl  to  the  noble  earl  5 
but  as  notice  had  been  given,  that 
the  objed  of  the  intended  motion 

was  the  removal  of  his  maieilvL 
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mimkers,  he  meant  to  have  ac¬ 
quainted  the  houfe,  that  fuch  a 
motion  was  become  unnecehary. 
He  could  allure  the  houfe,  with  au¬ 
thority,  that  the  prefcat  adwhiijlra- 
lion  was  no  more ,  and  that  his  ma- 
jelly  had  come  to  a  full  determina¬ 
tion  of  changing  his  m  bikers ;  and 
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it  was  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  t!i$ 
necelfary  time  for  new  arrange¬ 
ments,  that  he  meant  to  have  moved 
for  an  adjournment. 

The  noble  lord  then  took  his 
leave  of  the  houfe  as  miniker,  by 
thanking  them  for  the  honourable 
fupport  they  had  given  him,  dur¬ 
ing  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years,  and 
in  fo  many  trying  imitations.  He 
expreifed  his  grateful  fenfe  of  their 
great  partiality  towards  him  on 
ail,  and  their  forbearance  on  many 
occaiions,  A  fucceilor  of  greater 
abilities,  of  better  judgment,  and 
more  .  qualified  for  his  fituation, 
he  faid,  was  eafy  to  be  found  3 
a  fucceffor  more  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  intereks  of  his  country, 
more  anxious  to  promote  them, 
more  loyal  to  his  fovereign,  and 
more  defirous  of  preferving  the 
conftitution  whole  and  entire,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  fay,  could 
not  fo  eafily  be  found.  He  con¬ 
cluded  his  fpeech,  after  declaring 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  fhrink 
from  trial,  that  he  fnould  always 
be  prepared  to  meet  it,  that  he 
even  demanded  it  from  his  adver- 
iaries,  with  moving  the  quekion  of 
adjournment. 

After  a  little  hefitation  on  the 
part  of  oppofnion,  it  was  agreed 
to  withdraw  the  frit  motion,  and 
to  adjourn  to  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing* 
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slew  Adminif  ration  formed  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  P  id  lie 

meafures  fipulated  for.  Recefs  of  parliament  during  the  Eafer  holidays . 
Debate  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  Meffage  from  the  king ,  and  addrefs. 
Addrefs  from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  Repeal  of  the  act  of  the  6th  of 
‘Geo.  I.  Addrefs  of  thanks  from  the  lrijh  Houfe  of  Commons ,  and  vote  of 
feamcn.  Reward  ‘voted  for  Mr.  Grattan.  Farther  proceedings  in  the 
Engiijh  parliament.  Revenue  Officers  and  Contractors  Bills  pajs  both 
houfes.  Bill  of  reform  in  the  civil  l if  expenditure.  Bill  for  regulating 
the  office  of  P ay  mafer  -General  of  the  Forces.  Motion  for  refunding  the 
refoluiion  relative  to  the  Middlefex  election  carried.  Motion  by  Mr. 

IP  illi  am  Pitt ,  for  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  ft  ate  of  the  reprefentation 
in  parliament >  ref  died,  upon  a  divifion.  Refolutions  refpeCling  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  other  offices.  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham • 
Changes  in  the  minifry.  Debates  on  the  ftbjeCl,  in  both  houfes .  Short 
fate  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Reports  of  the  India  Committee .  King’s 
J'peech. 


DURING  the  adjournment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
die  new  adminillration  was  formed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham ;  on  whole  public 
principles,  and  private  honour  and 
virtue,  the  nation  feemed  to  re- 
pofe,  after  the  violent  druggie  by 
which  it  had  been  agitated,  with 
the  fe cured  and  molt  implicit  con¬ 
fidence.  The  cabinet,  including 
himielf,  as  firlt  commiffionef  of 
the  treafury,  was  compofed  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox, 
who  were  appointed  fecretaries  of 
Hate ;  Lord  Camden,  prefident  of 
the  council;  Duke  of  Grafton, 
privy-feal;  Lord  John  Cavendilh, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  Ad- 
iiural  Keppel,  who  was  alfo  creat¬ 
ed  a  Vifcount,  fird  commiffioner 
of  the  admiralty;  General  Con¬ 
way,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces;  Duke  of  Richmond,  rnaf- 
ter-general  of  the  ordnance ;  Lord 
Thurlow,  who  was  continued  in 
his  office  of  lord  high  chancellor; 
Vol,  XXV. 


and  Mr.  Dunning;  created  Baron 
Afhburton,  and  made  chancellor  or 
the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

The  public  meafures,  for  which 
the  new  minider  was  faid  to  have 
dipulated  with  the  court,  before 
he  would  confent  to  enter  into  any 
negociation  for  office,  were  thefe ; 
I.  Peace  with  the  Americans,  and 
the  acknowledgment  of  their  in¬ 
dependence  not  to  be  a  bar  to  the 
attainment  of  that  obje<5i; — z.  A 
fubdantial  reform  in  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  civil  lid  expendi¬ 
ture,  on  the  plan  propofed  by 
Mr.  Burke;— 3.  The  diminution 
of  the  influence  of  the  crown* 
under  which  article  the  bills  for 
excluding  contradlors  from  feats  in 
parliament,  and  difqualifying  the 
revenue  officers  from  voting  in  th« 
elettion  of  members,  were  in¬ 
cluded. 

The  new  arrange-  n/r  .  0.T 

,  •  1  March  28th. 

ment  having  been 

announced  to  the  houfe,  and  the 

writs  moved  for  iuch  gentlemen 
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as  had  vacated  their  feats,  by  ac¬ 
cepting  offices,  the  houfe  adjourned, 
on  account  of  the  enfuing  holidays, 
without  proceeding  to  any  other 
bufinefs. 

April  8th.  ,  0,1  the  firft  of 
the  meeting  or  par¬ 
liament,  after  the  recefs,  as  icon 
as  the  re-ele&ed  members  were 
fvvorn  in,  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
were  unexpectedly  brought  before 
the  houfe,  by  Mr.  Eden,  who, 
having  been  fecretary  to  the  Earl 
of  CarMe,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  country,  was  juft  arrived 
from  thence,  with  his  refignation 
cf  the  Vice-royalty.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  after  taking  a  view  of 
the  political  hiltary  of  Ireland, 
during  the  two  lafl  years,  ac¬ 
quainted  the  houfe  with  the  mea- 
fures  which  (he  laid)  were  then 
forming,  for  rendering  it  totally 
independent  of  the  Britiih  le- 
gifiature ;  and  concluded,  with 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  aft  of  the 
6th  of  Geo.  I.  as  afferted  a  right 
in  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great- Britain,  to  make  laws  to 
bind  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  precipitadon  with  which  a 
bufinefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and 
importance  was  thus  attempted  to 
be  forced  on  the  houfe,  without 
precious  communication  with  any 
of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  or  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  intentions,  was  fe- 
verely  cenfured,  and  the  more 
efpecially,  as  it  appeared  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had 
refuted  to  give  any  official  in¬ 
formation  to  government,  relative 
to  the  date  of  the  country  he  had 
juii  left.  Mr.  Eden,  though 
loudly  called  on  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  perfifted  in  urging  its 
neceffity,  and,  iii  vindication  of 


his  own  condudt,  Hated,  that  the 
reafon  of  his  refufmg  to  have  any 
communication  with  his  majefty’s 
prefent  fervants,  was  the  great 
want  of  attention  to  the  Earl  of 
Cariiile,  which  they  had  {hewn  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  his  fuc- 
cefibr,  and  in  his  removal  from 
the  lord-lieutenancy  of  the  Eaft- 
riding  of  Yorkfhire.  This  apo¬ 
logy  ferved  rather  to  increafe  the 
difpleafure  of  the  houfe ;  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  cenfure  on  his  conduct  was 
threatened,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  he  was  at  lad  brought  to 
comply  with  the  general  with  of 
the  houfe,  in  withdrawing  his  mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  informed  the  houfe, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  that 
the  miniitars  of  the  crown,  during 
the  fhort  time  they  had  been  in 
office,  had  actually  held  three  or 
four  councils,  folely  on  the  affairs 
of  Ireland,  and  that  he  hoped 
very  foon,  perhaps  within  the 
next  four -and -twenty  hours,  to 
lay  fome  preparatory  meafure  be¬ 
fore  them.— Accordingly,  on  the 
next  day,  he  brought  .  ..  •  , 

a  meffage  from  his  f  ‘  9  • 
majefty,  to  inform  the  houfe, 
that  being  concerned  to  End 
difeontents  and  jealouhes  pre¬ 
vailing  amongft  his  loyal  fub- 
jedts  in  Ireland,  on  matters  of 
great  weight  and  importance, 
he  earneftly  recommended  to 
“  the  houfe  to  take  the  fame  intcj 
“  their  moft  ferious  cohfideration, 
tc  in  order  to  fuch  a  final  adjuit- 
f<r  ment,  as  might  give  mutual 
ce  fatisfadticn  to  both  kingdoms.’5 
A  meffage  to  the  fame  effedt,  was 
delivered  to  the  lords,  the  hr  ft  day 
of  their  meeting,  and  addreffes 
were  unanimouffy  voted  by  both 
houfes. 
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It  being  the  declared  intention 
of  adminidration  to  proceed  in 
this  arduous  bufinefs,  in  concert 
with  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a 
meflage>  conceived  in  the  fame 
terms  with  thofe  prefented  to  the 
Eng'lifh  houfes,  was  fent  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland  (who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fucceed  Lord  Carlide) 
to  the  commons  of  that  kingdom, 
immediately  after  his  arrival  to 
take  upon  him  the  government. 

The  add  refs  to  the  King,  in 
Confequence  of  this  meffage  from 
the  lord-lieutenant,  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Grattan,  the  great  and 
eloquent  leader  of  the  popular 
party.  This  addrefs,  after  a  full 
and  explicit  affertion  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  rights  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  proceeded  to  date  the 
caufes  of  thofe  jealoufies  and  dif- 
contents  which  had  arifen  in  that 
country ;  viz.  the  aft  of  the  fixth 
of  George  the  Fird  ;  the  power  of 
fiippreding  or  altering  bills  in  the 
privy  council ;  and  the  perpetual 
mutiny  bill.  It  concluded  with 
exprejdng  their  mod  fang^ine  ex¬ 
pectations  from  his  majedy’s  vir¬ 
tuous  choice  of  a  chief  governor, 
and  their  great  confidence  in  the 
wife,  aufpicious  and  conditutional 
counfels  which  they  had  the  fa~ 
tisfaftion  to  fee  his  majedy  had 
adopted. 

On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs, 
the  repeal  of  the  aft  complained 
of,  was  moved  by  the  two  fecre- 
taries  of  date,  on  the  fame  day, 
(May  the  17th)  in  both  houfes  of 
the  Britidi  parliament.  The  other 
two  points  lying  between  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland  and  the  king, 
it  was  only  refolved,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  <f  that  it  was  effen- 
4t  tially  necedary  to  the  mutual 
**  happinefs  of  the  two  countries. 
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“  that  a  firm  and  folid  conneftion 
u  fhould  be  forthwith  edabliihed, 
u  by  the  confent  of  both,  and 
«  that  his  majedy  fhould  be  re- 
f<  queded  to  give  the  proper  direc- 
«  tions  for  promoting  the  fame.” 

Thefe  motions  palled,  after  a 
fhort  converfation,  without  any 
oppofition ;  and,  on  the  27th  of 
the  fame  month,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  went  in  date  to  the  Iridi 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  in  a  fpeech 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  ac¬ 
quainted  them  with  the  deps  that 
had  been  taken  by  the  Britiih  le- 
gidature,  in  compliance  with  their 
demands,  and  with  his  majedy’s 
gracious  intentions  to  give  his 
affent  to  afts  for  preventing  the 
fupprefilon  or  alteration  of  bills 
in  the  privy  council,  and  for  li¬ 
miting  the  duration  of  the  mu¬ 
tiny  aft  to  the  term  of  two  years. 
In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  a  fecond 
addrefs  to  the  king  was  agreed  on, 
by  both  houfes,  expreding  their 
perfeft  fatisfaftion  in  the  mea- 
lures  propofed,  and  their  afiur-* 
ances,  that  as  foon  as  they  fhould 
be  carried  into  effeft,  no  condi¬ 
tutional  quedion  between  the  two 
countries  would  any  longer  exid. 

In  return  for  this  liberal  pro¬ 
cedure  of  the  Britifh  government, 
in  reiinquidiing  its  claims  without 
any  dipulation  or  condition  what¬ 
ever,  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
immediately  voted  ioo,oool.  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  20,000  Iridi 
feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
majedy’s  navy.  The  fum  of 
50,000!.  was  alfo  voted,  <f  for 
«  purchadng  an  edate,  and  ereft- 
«  ing  a  manfion  thereon,  to  be 
«  fettled  on  Henry  Grattan,  Efq  ; 
“  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a 
«  tedimony  of  their  gratitude, 
«  for  the  unequalled  benefits  con- 
IM1  2  “  ferred 


et  ferred  by  him  on  that  king- 
<e  domT 

Whilft  meafures  were  thus  hap¬ 
pily  purfuing,  for  reftoring  order 
and  tranquillity  in  the  filler  king¬ 
dom,  adminiftration  was  not  left 
anxioufiy  intent  on  maturing  and 
bringing  forward  thofe  plans  of 
ceconomy  and  reformation  at  home, 
for  the  execution  of  which  they 
Hood  pledged  to  the  public.  The 
bills  for  difqualifying  revenue 
officers  from  voting  in  the  election 
of  members  of  parliament,  and 
for  rendering  contra&ors  inca¬ 
pable  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  paffed  the  lower  houfe, 
after  a  feeble  oppolition.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  they  were  more 
ftrenuoufly  combated,  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  other  lords;  but  at  length 
were  carried  by  very  large  majo¬ 
rities,  and  received  the  royal 
affent. 

At  the  fame  time  that  thefe 
bills  were  in  their  progrefs,  the 
great  plan  of  reform  in  the  civil 
lift  expenditure  wras  again  brought 
forwards  by  Mr.  Burke,  who, 
upon  the  recent  change  of  admi- 
niftration,  had  been  appointed 
Pay -Maker- General  of  the  Forces. 
This  important  objedt,  in  which  the 
principles  of  future  ceconomy  were 
combined  with  the  abolition  of 
an  enormous  weight  of  influence, 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  was 
,  i  introduced  by  a  mef- 
r  °  fa  ye  from  the  king, 
in  which  he  recommends  to  the 
houfe,  the  confederation  of  an 
“  effectual  plan  of  ceconomy, 
<f  through  all  the  branches  of 
€C  the  public  expenditure ;  and  ac- 
t(  quaints  them,  that  he  had  taken 
(e  into  his  aCiual  confideration,  a 
reform  and  regulation  in  his 


“  civil  eftablifhment,  which 
**  would  fhortly  caufe  to  be  laid 
(c  before  the  houfe,  and  dekring 
“  their  affiftance  towards  carry - 
“  ing  the  fame  more  fully  into 
<e  execution.  He  declares  he  has 
“  no  refer ve  with  his  people,  on 
<e  whofe  affe&ions  he  refts  with  a 
"  fare  reliance,  as  the  beft  fup- 
“  port  of  the  true  honour  and 
“  dignity  of  his  crown  and  go- 
"  vernment.,, 

The  addrefs  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Burke,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Powys,  who  both  fpoke  with 
figns  of  great  emotion,  declaring 
themfelves  unable  to  give  ut¬ 
terance  to  the  feelings,  which  fo 
happy  and  glorious  an  event  had 
excited.  The  papers  mentioned 
in  the  meffage,  were  not  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  until  the  beginning 
of  May,  when  Mr.  Burke  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  take  them 
into  confideration,  and  was  di¬ 
rected  to  move  the  houfe  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable  his 
majefty  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  his 
civil  lift,  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future,  and  to  carry  into  a  law  the 
retrenchments  which  his  majefty 
had  gracioufly  propofed  to  make 
in  his  houfehold. 

This  bill  being  a  part  of  that 
large  and  comprehenfive  plan  of 
regulation,  which  had  been  fub- 
mitted  to  parliament,  by  Mr, 
Burke,  two  years  before,  it  is 
unneceffary  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  it,  on  the  prefent  occafton. 
It  fhall  fuffice  to  remark,  that  a 
number  of  offices,  ufually  held  by 
members  of  parliament,  were  now 
abolished;  and  that  the  annual 
faving  ariftng  from  this  retrench¬ 
ment,  and  which  would  be  yearly 
increafing,  amounted  to  72,368  1, 
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It  being  made  a  fubjcdt  of  com¬ 
plaint  by  fome  members,  but  efpe- 
cially  by  thofe  who  had  formerly 
oppofed  the  bill  in  toto,  that  it 
was  not  fo  extenlive  as  it  had  been 
originally  framed,  Mr.  Burke  en¬ 
tered  into  the  grounds  of  thofe 
omilfions,  which  had  been  made 
either  from  a  compliance  with  the 
opinions  of  others,  or  from  a  fuller 
confideration  of  the  particular  cafes. 
At  the  fame  time  he  pledged  him- 
felf,  that  he  fhould  at  all  times 
be  ready  to  obey  their  call,  when¬ 
ever  it  appeared  to  be  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  and  of  the 
people,  to  undertake,  and  go  through 
with,  a  more  complete  fyitem  of  re¬ 
form. 

This  bill  was  followed  by  ano¬ 
ther,  for  the  regulation  of  his 
own  office.  The  principal  objeCt 
of  the  latter  act,  was  to  prevent 
the  poffibility  of  any  balance  ac¬ 
cumulating  in  the  hands  of  the 
paymafter  -  general.  Thefe,  he 
faid,  had  fometimes  ^mounted  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  i,ooo,coo  1. 
the  intereft  of  which  would  be 
annually  faved  to  the  public.  He 
alfo  hated,  that  as  Treafurer  of 
Chelfea  Hofpital,  he  enjoyed  the 
profits  arifing  from  the  cloathing 
of  the  penfioners.  The  profit .  of 
this  contract  had  ufually  amounted 
to  700 1.  a  year;  but  by  the  bar¬ 
gain  he  had  made  with  a  con¬ 
tractor,  who  was  not  a  member 
of  parliament,  it  would  amount 
to  600 1.  more.  This  fum  of  13C0I. 
a  year,  he  meant  to  refign  his 
claim  to,  and  to  appropriate  it  to 
fome  public  fervice. 

,  A  motion  was  made 
1  ay  3  •  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  ex¬ 
punging  from  the  journals  of  the 
houfe,  the  famous  refolution  of 
the  17th  of  Feb.  1769,  relative  to 


the  Middlefex  ele&ion.  Mr. 
Wilkes,  after  fo  long  a  fucceffion. 
of  annual  defeats,  now  triumphed 
at  laft ;  there  being,  on  the  di- 
vifion,  ayes  115;  noes  47.  Both 
Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  North  fpoke 
and  voted  againft  the  queition. 

On  the  feventh,  Mr.  . 

William  Pitt  brought  *  ^  ~’U 

the  fubjed  of  a  reform  in  the 
conftitution  of  parliament  again, 
before  the  houfe.  ""/he  infuperable 
difficulties  that  had  occurred  in 
bringing  the  friends  of  fuch  re¬ 
formation  to  agree  in  any  fpecific 
propofition,  induced  him  on  the 
prefent  occafion  to  vary  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  to  move, 
«  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
«  to  inquire  into  the  hate  of  the 
«  reprelentation  in  parliament, 
“  and  to  report  to  the  houfe  their 
“  fentiments  thereon.5  5  The  de¬ 
bate  was  long,  and  ably  fupported, 
by  thq  mover,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
Sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Fox,  dnd 
others,  on  the  fide  of  a  reform; 
by  Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt* 
and  the  Lord- Advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  againft  it.  Qn  a  divifion, 
the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  16 1  to  141. 


The  lau  nefs  or  the  g  ^ 
fealon  not  affording  J 
time  for  the  completion  and  per¬ 
fection  of  all  the  plans  of  reform 
and  regulation,  which  were  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  new  mini- 
ftrv,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  negleCted  or  forgotten  in 
any  fubfequent  change  of  cir- 
cumftances.  Lord  John  Caven- 
diffi  moved,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  ten  refolutions,  the 
grounds  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
intentions  with  which  he  aCtcd,  will 
belt  appear  from  the  following,  by 
which  they  were  doled.  “  That 


rw] 
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<f  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
61  that  it  is  too  late  in,  the  prefent 
Ci  feffion  of  parliament,  to  carry 

into  effeft  a  well  confidered  and 
gc  permanent  regulation  in  the 
*,e  feveral  offices  mentioned;  in  the 
*'  foregoing  refolutions ;  but  that 
gc  it  will  be  highly  neceffary,  for 
<£  the  advantage  of  the  public, 

for  the  increafe  of  the  revenue, 
se  and  for  the  honour  of  this 
ee  houfe,  that  earlv  in  the  next 
gr  feffion  of  parliament,  this  houfe 
iC  fhould  enter  upon  the  confider- 
ee  ation  of  thofe  fubjedds,  and 
*£  fhould  adopt  fuch  meafures  in 
*£  the  reduftion  or  regulation  of 
e£  ufelefs  or  expenfive  offices,  as 
e£  ffiall  appear  moft  confident  with 
*£  that  plan  of  ceconomy  recom- 
s(  mended  to  this  houfe  by  his 
gf  majefty,  in  his  meffage  of  the 
*£  15  th  of  April  lad,  and  which 
tc  has  been  fo  gracioufly  adopted 
®£  by  his  majedy,  in  the  reform 
gt  and  regulation  of  his  civil 
S£  edabliffiment.’> 

The  fird  of  thefe  refolutions 
related  to  the  collection  of  the 
land,  houfe,  and  window  taxes. 
The  fecond,  to  the  confolidation 
of  various  tax  offices.  The  four 
following,  to  the  offices  of  the  pay- 
xnader-general,  and  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy.  The  feventh  and  eighth, 
to  the  regulation  or  aboliffiing  of 
fundry  offices  in  the  Exchequer. 
The  lad,  was  a  feif-denying  refo- 
iution,  by  which  the  minider 
bound  himfelf,  in  cafe  of  a  va¬ 
cancy  in  any  of  the  afore-recited 
offices,  during  the  enfuing  pro¬ 
rogation  of  parliament,  not  to  dif- 
poie  of  the  fame,  without  fubjefting 
them  to  the  future  regulations  of 
ti  at  houfe. 

Whild  parliament  was  thus  fuc- 
eefsfully  engaged  in  profecuting 


the  mod  effe&ual  meafures* 
the  fecurity  of  its  own  indepen¬ 
dence,  for  healing  the  breaches  of 
the  conditution,  and  relieving  the 
burdens  of  the  people,  an  heavy 
calamity  was  approaching,  which 
again  darkened  the  profpebl,  that 
had  fo  happily  opened  to  the  na¬ 
tion.  This  was  the  lofs  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham;  whofe 
health  had  been  for  fome  time 
gradually  declining,  and,  at 
length,  funk  under  the  increafing 
weight  of  public  cares  and  bu- 
finefs. 

The  fird  dep  taken  by  the 
Court,  after  his  death,  which 
happened  on  the  id  of  July,  was 
the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne  to  be  his  fucceffor  in 
the  Treafury:  Lord  John  Caven- 
difli  and  Mr.  Fox  foon  afterwards 
refigned  their  offices,  and  were 
followed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  ; 
by  Mr.  Montagu  and  Lord  Al- 
thorpe,  from  the  Board  of  Trea¬ 
fury;  by  Lord  Duncannon  and  Mr. 
J.  Townfhend,  from  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  ;  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  by  Mr.  Lee 
the  Solicitor- General.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt  was  made  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  Mr.  T.  Townf¬ 
hend  and  Lord  Grantham,  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State;  Mr.  Pepper  Ar¬ 
den  fucceeded  Mr.  Lee;  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  fucceeded 
Mr.  Bar  re,  who  was  removed  to 
the  Pay-office;  and  the  Earl  of 
Temple  was  appointed  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland. 

The  feceffion  of  fuch  a  weight 
of  talents  and  integrity  from  the 
fervice  of  government,  could  not 
be  regarded  with  indifference. 
The  motives,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  actuated  them,  were 
variotifly  reprefented;  and  fome 
infmuations  being  thrown  out, 

highly 
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highly  injurious  to  the  public 
character  of  the  perfons  concerned, 
the  fir  ft  opportunity  was  taken  of 
bringing  the  fubjedl  to  an  open 
difcufiion  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

T  ,  ,  Accordingly,  a  debate 

JL1  )  9l  •  having  arifen  on  a  mo¬ 
tion  relative  to  the  penfion  granted 
to  Mr.  Barre,  the  divisions  that 
had  prevailed  amongft  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fervants  were  flrongly  re¬ 
torted  cn  thofe  who  had  formed 
the  lad:,  by  a  member  of  the  old 
adminiftration,  and  this  dilcord 
was  alledged  to  be  the  more  cul¬ 
pable  at  prefent,  on  account  of  the 
very  critical  and  alarming  fituation 
of  the  country.  On  this  occafion, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  amongft  thofe, 
who  condemned,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  the  want  of  unanimity  and 
mutual  confidence  "Amongft  the 
members  of  that  cabinet.  But,  it 
was  not  for  their  having  entertained 
different  opinions  from  each  other, 
that  he  blamed  them.  He  had  con¬ 
demned  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon,  for  remaining  in  place 
when  he  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  dillra&ed  councils,  and 
for  becoming  refponfible  for  mea- 
fures,  of  which  he  did  not  ap¬ 
prove. 

After  having  thus  cenfured  that 
minifter  for  continuing  in  office, 
under  fuch  circumftances  y  after 
having  fo  often,  he  laid,  charged 
him  with  the  bafenefs  and  crimta 
nality  of  his  conduct,  he  afked, 
what  remained  for  him  to  do,  when 
lie  found  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion  ?  He  could  not,  for  obvious 
reafons,  enter  into  a  detaii  of  the 
matters,  on  which  a  difference  of 
opinion  had  arifen  between  himfelf 
and  others,  who  had  retired  from. 


and  thofe  who  remained  in  the 
king’s  councils.  Fie  could  only  fay, 
that  they  were  points  of  the  firft 
and  moil  effential  importance  ;  and 
that  he  (hould  confider  himfelf  as 
guilty  of  the  moil  direct  treachery 
to  his  country,  if  he  had  lent  his 
name  and  fupport  to  an  admi¬ 
niftration,  that  had  abandoned  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  formed. 

Mr.  Fox  was  followed  by  Gen. 
Conway,  who,  after  lamenting 
the  fatal  event  that  had  deprived 
the  country  of  the  benefit  of  the 
fplendid  abilities  of  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  at  a  time  when 
their  value  and  confequence  were 
beginning  to  be  felt,  obferved, 
that  he  could  not,  however,  con¬ 
cur  in  opinion  with  him ;  that 
there  was  fuch  a  difagreement  in 
the  cabinet,  as  to  juftify  him  in 
withdrawing  himfelf  from  it. 
When  eleven  minifters  were  af- 
fembled  in*  council,  it  was  im- 
poflibie  but  that  fome  jhades  of 
difference  in  opinion  (hould  *exift; 
but  he  denied  that  any  of  the 
fundamental  principles,  upon 
which  that  adminiftration  had 
been  formed,  by  the  virtuous  and 
incomparable  perfon,  now  no 
more,  had  been  in  any  degree  de¬ 
parted  from.  .  After  enumerating 
thefe  principles,  and  averring  that 
he  (hould  reft  fatisfied,  to  be  pro¬ 
nounced  the  mcft  infamous  cf 
mankind,  if  he  (hould  continue  to 
act  a  moment  with  a  minifter,  who 
fhou’id  depart  from  any  one  of 
them ;  he  concluded  with  re¬ 
marking,  that,  for  his  part,  he 
looked  at  meajures  only,  and  not 
men  ;  and  that  he  would  never 
take  a  part  in,  or.  fcramble  or 
quarrel  for,  places,  or  for  power.  ^ 
This  called  up  Mr.  Fox  again, 
who  begged  the  houfe  woiud  ex- 
[M]  4  wte 
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cufe  him  for  rifmg  a  fecond  time, 
to  exculpate  himfelf,  not  only 
from  the  heavy  charge  of  having 
quitted  the  fervice  of  the  public, 
without  caufe,  but  againft  an  in- 
finuation  of  having  done  it  upon 
pique,  and  from  difappointment 
in  a  conte ft  for  place  and  power. 
He  faid,  he  was  happy  in  being 
able  to  anfwer  the  latter  charge 
efFedlually,  and  to  appeal  to  the 
right  honourable  general  himfelf, 
for  the  truth  of  his  aflertions.  He 
then  declared,  that  before  the 
death  of  the  noble  marquis,  and 
at  a  time  when  his  recovery  was 
hoped  for  with  great  confidence, 
he  had  in  a  full  cabinet  declared 
his  intention  of  refigning,  if  cer¬ 
tain  meafures  were  not  adopted. 
He  was  out-voted  in  that  council  * 
different  meafures  were  adopted  ; 
and  as  he  looked  upon  thofe  mea¬ 
fures  to  be  to  the  laffc  degree  dan¬ 
gerous,  he  owed  it  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  country,  not  to  remain  any 
longer  in  a  fituation,  in  which  he 
could  not  aft,  without  renouncing 
his  principles,  or  betraying  his 
trud  with  the  public. 

With  refpedl  to  the  principles 
which  his  right  honourable  friend 
had  enumerated,  as  the  political 
creed  of  the  prefent  cabinet,  he 
could  only  fay,  that  was  the  fird 
time  of  his  having  ever  heard  that 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  fub- 
fcribed  to  thofe  articles  of  faith. 
On  the  contrary,  the  find  had 
been  the  very  point,  on  which  the 
difference  of  opinion  alluded  to 
fubflded.  If  the  noble  earl  and 
the  cabinet  had  ijnce  that  time 
been  induced  to  adopt  a  different 
fydem  of  meafures,  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  he  had  much  more 
weight  in  the  cabinet  when  out  of 
office,  than  he  ever  had  in  it. 


He  was  alfo  unhappy  to  fay, 
that  there  were  other  mod  ma¬ 
terial  points  on  which  he  and  his 
friends  differed  with  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne.  That  noble  perform 
v/as  inclined  to  fkreen  from  judice. 
and  punifhment  thofe  delinquents, 
who  had  dedroyed  our  podefiions 
in  the  Ead,  and  who  had  involved 
us  in  thofe  calamities,  which  that 
houfe  was  labouring  fo  earnedly  to. 
remedy.  He  had  been  defcribed  as 
a  friend  to  the  reduction  of  the 
influence  of  the  crown ;  but  had 
he  not  at  the  fame  time  threatened, 
parliament  with  the  exercife  of 
the  prerogative  of  its  negative. 
With  refpedt  to  the  objects  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill,  who  that' had  heard 
the  noble  perfon’s  loud  fpeeches, 
did  not  know,  that  he  profeifed  to 
treat  that  bill  with  the  utmofl  con¬ 
tempt,  and  called  ,  it  trifling  and 
infignificant  ?  It  was  indeed  an 
infant,  a  pigmy,  in  companion  of 
the  promifes  of  that  noble  earl ; 
but  he  was  convinced  it  would  be 
a  giant  in.  comparifon  of  his  per¬ 
formances. 

This  brought  him  to  date  ano¬ 
ther  reafon  for  his  retiring,  which, 
he  faid,  he  fhould  not  difguife ; 
and  that  was  the  appointment  of 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  to  the  office 
of  Fird  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  It 
was  naturally  to  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled,  in  an  adminidra.tion  form¬ 
ed  on  the  principles,  on  which  that 
great  body  of  Whigs,  who  had  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  had  uniformly 
acied,  that  on  the  deceafe  of  that 
great  perfon,  whole  virtues  had 
kept  them  fo  long  bound  together, 
the  man  would  be  fought  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fucceed  him,  vffio  mod 
refembled  him  in  character,  in 
influence,  in  popularity.;  fueh  at 
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leaf!:  were  his  ideas ;  and  the  eyes, 
he  believed,  of  all  men,  were  na¬ 
turally  turned  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land.  In  Head  of  this  noble  per- 
fon,  the  Rail  of  Shelburne  was  fe- 
leftcd,  of  whom  he  could  not  tiuly 
fay  that  he  bore  any  refemblance 
to  his  preaeceffor  :  perhaps  the  ex- 
aft  reverfe  might  come  near  the 
pifture.  He  did  not  mean  to  dif- 
pute  the  right  of  the  King  to  no¬ 
minate  his  own  minifter ;  but  he 
contended  that  thofe  who  went  into 
office  on  public  principles,  not 
only  had  a  right,  but  that  it  was 
their  duty,  to  be  fatisfied,  that 
none  were  introduced  into  die  ca¬ 
binet  who  were  hoftile  to  thofe 
principles.  If  the  court  chofe  to 
revert  to  other  principles,  it  was 
certainly  competent  fo  to  do:  but 
it  could  not  be  expefted  that  thofe 
perfons  ihould  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  made  acceflaries  in  reviving  a 
fyftem,  which  it  had  been  the  la¬ 
bour  of  their  whole  lives  to  de- 
flroy. 

It  would  naturally  be  afked,  why 
then,  thinking  as  he  did  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  he  had  ever 
come  with  him  into  office  at  all  ? 
To  this  he  Ihould  anfwer,  that  he 
had  ilrongly  objefted  to  it ;  that 
he  had  made  the  fame  objeftion  to 
another  noble  perfon  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  ;  that  he  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  fubmit  by  the  general  cry 
that  prevailed  of  forming  the  ad- 
miniftration  on  as  broad  a  bails  as 
poffible;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he 
had  a  fatisffiftory  pledge  for  the 
integrity  of  that  adminiftration  in 
the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  or 
it.  The  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  might,  but  he  could  not,  re¬ 
gard  with  indifference,  who  took 
the  lead  in  his  Majefty’s  councils, 
lie  deemed  it  a  great  and  national 


objeft,  of  infinite  moment  to  every 
individual,  but  much  more  to  thoffc 
who  were  in  the  lervice  of  the 
crown,  and  ftill  more  fo  to  one  of 
his  Majeily's  cabinet:  miniilers. 
The  perfon  now  prefiding  at  the 
treafury  board  was  not  of  a  de- 
feription  to  demand  that  confi¬ 
dence  from  his  colleagues,  which 
in  fiich  a  fitaati.cn  was  indifpenfa- 
blc, 

Thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  ar¬ 
guments  of  a  fimilar  kind,  were 
Ilrongly  urged  by  Mr.  Fox  in  juf- 
tification  of  the  part  he  had  afted. 
Pie  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
in  the  particular  fituation  in  which 
he  Rood,  feveral  circum fiances  op- 
pofed  themfelves  to  a  full  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  conduft.  It  was  none 
of  the  leak,  that  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  fpeak  fo  freely 
and  fully  as  he  had.  accuftomed 
himfelf  to  do  on  other  occalions. 
Details  would  in  this  cafe  be  im¬ 
proper;  and  yet,  without  a  very 
circumilantial  detail  of  fafts,  fuch 
as  he  did  not  think  it  became  him 
at  that  time  to  give,  lie  was  fenfi- 
ble  his  defence  would  not  be  fo 
ftrong  and  complete,  as  otherwife 
it  was  eafy  to  have  made  it. 

After  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendifh  got  up  and  contented  him¬ 
felf  with  declaring  in  general 
terms,  that  finding  a  different  fyf¬ 
tem  was  meant  to  be  purfued  from 
that  on  which  the  late  adminiftra¬ 
tion  had  been  formed,  and  finding 
it  impoffible*  by  his  prefence  to 
prevent  it,  he  had  determined  to 
withdraw,  that  he  might  not  di¬ 
vide  the  cabinet,  and  render  it 
the  feene  of  confufion  it  had  been 
in  the  time  of  their  predecellors. 

Ml*.  William.  Pitt  arraigned  the 
conduft  of  the  late  fecretary  of  flats 
in  the  fevered;  terms.  It  was  evi¬ 
dent. 
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dent,  he  faid,  from  the  whole 
tenour  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman’s  fpeeches,  that  he  was 
more  at  variance  with  men  than 
their  meafures.  He  denied  that 
he  had  adduced  any  public  ground 
on  which  his  refignation  was  juf- 
ififiable,  He  deprecated  the  fatal 
confequences  of  diffention.  He 
conjured  the  peopl^  to  give  the 
minifters  their  confidence  till  they 
had  fhewn  they  did  not  deferve  it ; 
and  he  pledged  himfelf,  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  that,  when¬ 
ever  he  faw  things  going  wrong, 
he  fhould  iirfh  endeavour  to  fet 
them  right ;  but  failing  in  that 
effort,  he  fhould  be  the  flrd  to  re- 
linquifh  his  prefent  political  con¬ 
nections. 

This  converfation,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  a  late  hour  in  the  night, 
was  clofed  by  Mr.  Lee.  He  faid, 
he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
honed  man  to  reiign  his  office  the 
moment  he  found  public  meafures 
were  carrying  on  of  which  he  could 
not  approve.  The  appointment 
of  a  minider  unqualified  fox  his 
fit  nation  was  undoubtedly  a  mea- 
fure  of  that  kind.  He  had  heard 
much  of  diffention,  but  he  had 
not  feen  one  perfon  dep  forward 
to  fay  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was 
a  fit  and  proper  perfon  for  the 
high  office  lie  held.  If  there  was 
any  fuch  perfon,  he  wiffied  to  hear 
him. 

The  noble  earl  to  be  fure  pof- 
feffed  fplendid  talents,  had  fome 
friends,  and  was  now  in  a  way  to 
make  more.  But  the  minider  of 
this  country  fhould  have  other  en¬ 
dowments.  He  fnould  join  to  a 
found  head,  a  purity  of  mind,  a 
deadinefsvof  principle,  and  an  un- 
fufpefted  integrity.  Were  thefe, 
he  demanded,  the  reputed  charac- 
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teri dicks  of  the  nobleman  juft  ex~ 
alteu  to  the  principal  department 
of  toe  date?  To  put  him  at  the 
hetid  of  affairs  in  this  plain  and  ' 
open-hearted  country,  was  to  put 
him  ^out  of  his  element.  The 
people  of  England  were  jncapable 
of  fineffe,  and  not  fond  of  fub-, 
mitting  to  the  government  of  thofe 
who  pradifed  it.  The  treafury 
too  required  a  fober,  honed,  in- 
duftrious,  deady  commiffioner  at 
ito  head.  It  was  not  an  ©denta¬ 
tions  affe.dat  ion  of  uniting  the 
man  of  fcience  and  the  fine  ?en— 
tie  man ;  the  technical  jargon  of 
?*rts,  and  the  gibberifh  of  courts  j 
the  pedantry  of  fcholaftick  noi- 
t.ruras,  and  tne  abdrufe  theorems 
o.t  mecnamun,  tiiat  would  create 
refped  and  confequence  in  that 
high  office.  Who  knows  not, 
fays  he,  how  eafily  a  head  filled 
with  inch  materials  may  be  turned 
upfide  down  ?  He  concluded  with 
fome  obfervations  on  the  youth  and 
inexperience  of  the  new  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  to  whofe  extra¬ 
ordinary  abilities  he,  newerthelefs, 
paid  the  highed  compliments.  He 
faid,  there  was  an  obvious  inten¬ 
tion  of  trifling-  with  the  people  by 
bringing  forward  one  of  their  fa- 
vo mites  as  a  compenfation  for  in- 
fulting  another ;  but  though  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  adorn 
ci.ny  feene  in  which  Ins  part  was 
pioperly  cad,  yet  he  did  not  think 
the  confidence  of  the  people  would 
be  much  increafed,  by  putting  the 
complicated  bufinefs  of  our  finan¬ 
ces  into  the  hands  of  a  boy. 

Next  day,  the  fame  T  . 
intereding  fubjeft  was  J Iotil* 
difeuffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  followed 
General  Lonway  in  declaring,  that 
folong  as  the  great  principles  on 

which 
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which  the  late  adminikration  had 
teen  formed  was  adhered  to,  (and 
he  had  no  rcafon  to  imagine  they 
would  he  abandoned)  he  fhould 
continue  to  act  with  and  fupport 
the  noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  rofe  next, 
and  made  a  copious  defence  of 
himfelf  and  the  late  proceedings. 
He  declared,  that  his  being  placed 
in  the  high  office  he  then  held, 
had  not  been  the  confequencc  of 
perfonal  ambition  or  the  love  of 
power ;  on  the  contrary,  he  affirmed 
that  three  months  ago,  the  fame 
fitua  ion  was  moil  certainly  within 
his  reach,  but  that  he  had  exert¬ 
ed  his  utmok  efforts  to  place  the 
noble  marquis  there.  To  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  that  adminikration 
was  formed,  he  folemnly  profefled 
the  moil;  inviolable  attachment.  It 
was  true,  he  faid,  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  on  other  points  with 
fome  of  his  then  colleagues ;  but 
it  would  not  be  expefted  that  he 
fhould  lightly  give  up  all  thofe  cu»i- 
ftitutional  ideas,  which  for  feven- 
teen  years  he  had  imbibed  from  his 
maker  in  politicks,  the  late  Earl 
of  Chatham.  That  earl  had  al¬ 
ways  declared,  that  this  country 
ought  not  to  be  governed  by  a 
party  or  faction.  If  the  power 
which  others  wiffied  to  affume,  of 
veiling  in  the  cabinet  the  right  of 
appointing  to  all  places,  and  filling 
up  all  vacancies,  Ihould  once  be 
ekabliffied,  the  King  mult  then  re- 
femble  the  King  of  the  Marrattas, 
who  had  nothing  of  fovereignty  but 
the  name. 

He  lamented  the  lofs  of  the  two 
refpedlable  characters,  that  had 
withdrawn  themlelves  from  the 


diking tiilhed  for  the  purity  and 
chakity  of  his  mind,  and  for  his 
unimpeached  integrity,  had  at  fir  If 
been  brought  with  difficulty  into 
the  public  fervice.  His  love  of 
retirement  rendered  him  extremely 
averfe  from  office,  and  on  the- 
death  of  his  lamented  friend,  he 
could  no  longer  endure  to  remain 
in  an  active  fcene.  With  refpefit 
to  the  other  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman,  he  declared,  that  in  his 
opinion  there  was  no  other  reafon 
for  his  feceffion,  than  his  Majefty’s 
having  been  pleafed  to  appoint  him 
(the  Earl  of  Shelburne)  firft  lord 
of  the  treafury  , 

On  the  fubject  of  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  America,  his  opinions  were 
kill  the  fame;  but  circumkances 
had  changed ;  and  he  now  faw 
it  was  become  a  neceffary  evil,  to 
which  this  country  mull  fubmit,  to 
avoid  a  greater. 

With  refpedk  to  the  penfioit 
granted  to  Mr.  Barre,  he  could 
only  fay  that  it  originated  with  the 
noble  marouis,  now  no  more,  and 

I 

that  it  had  been  bellowed  on  his 
right  honourable  friend  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  giving  up  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  pay-office.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  he  had  a  letter  in 
his  poffeffion  from  that  noble  per- 
f  n,  in  which  the  propofal  was  con¬ 
tained. 

The  day  following,  j  ,  ^ 

before  hisMajelty  came  J  J 
to  the  Houle  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of 
Derby  got  up,  and  faid,  that  in 
confequence  of  what  had  fallen 
from  a  nobie  earl  the  day  before, 
refpedling  the  refignation  of  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  kate,  he  had 
been  authorifed  by  the  right  ho¬ 


cabinet,  but  imputed  their  conduct 
to  very  different  motives.  One 
of  them,  he  faid,  a  noble  lord 


nourable  gentleman  to  declare, 
that  the  affertion  then  made  wa* 
not  founded  in  fadl,  but  on  the 

contrary 
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contrary  was  a  dlred  deviation 
from  the  truth. 

Having  called  on  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  cabinet  to  confirm  or 
contradict  thefe  aflertions,  the  D. 
of  Richmond  and  Lord  Keppel, 
declared,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  alluded  to,  '  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  differed  in  opinion  from 
other  members  of  his  Majefiy’s 
council,  on  fubjeds  of  the  utmofi 
Importance ;  and  that  finding  him- 
felf  in  a  minority,  he  had  openly 
avowed  his  intention  to  refign  on 
that  account,  at  a  time  when  the 
health  of  the  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  was  in  fo  flattering  a  ftate, 
as  to  make  the  event,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  given  rife  to  the 
conteft  for  power,  not  at  all  to  be 
apprehended. 

The  fame  day,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  Mr.  Burke  and  Lord 
John  Cavendifn  denied,  in  the 
mcfi  dired  terms,  the  truth  of  the 
circumflanQes  relative  to  the  grant 
of  Mr.  Barre’s  penflon,  as  well  as 
their  belief  of  the  exiftenue  of  the 
letter  alluded  to. 

The  limits  within  which  it  is 
neceffary  to  confine  this  volume, 
have  not  permitted  us  to  enter  into 
a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
The  two  committees  continued  to 
lit  during  the  whole  fefiion  with 
unremitted  diligence  and  applica¬ 
tion.  Their  reports  were  volumi¬ 
nous  beyond  example,  and  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  drawn  up 
with  the  greatefl  ability  and  judg¬ 
ment. 

On  the  ground  of  the  reports 
brought  up  from  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  their  chairman,  moved  1 1 1 
reflations.  Thefe  were  divided 


into  clafles,  each  of  which  confided 
of  three  diftind  heads ;  the  two 
firfi,  of  a  public  and  general  nature; 
the  third,  of  perfonal  culpability. 
The  firfi  clafs  regarded  the  gene¬ 
ral  fyftem  of  our  government  in 
the  Bair,  and  concluded  with  a  fe- 
vere  cenfure  on  the  conduct  of  Mr, 
-Haftings  and  Mr.  Hornfby,  and  a 
declaration  that  it  was  the  duty 
■of  the  directors  to  take  the  ne- 
cefiary  legal  fieps  for  recalling 
them.  The  fecond  and  third  clafles 
related  to  the  affairs  of  the  Car-? 
natic,  and  on  thefe  a  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties  on  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  j,  Whitehill,  and  P.  f erring* 
Efqrs,  was  brought  in. 

The  reports  of  the  feled  com¬ 
mittee  had  not  advanced  to  the 
fame  flate  of  forwardnefs.  The 
refolutions,  moved  by  their  chair¬ 
man,  General  Smith,  were  only 
ten  in  number.  The  three  firfi 
were  to  cenfure  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Syllivan  the  chairman  of  the  court 
of  directors,  by  whofe  negled  of 
duty  in  delaying  to  tranfmit  the 
ad  for  the  regulation  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  to  their  fervants  in  India, 
the  good  purpofes  of  the  faid  ad 
for  regulating  the  judicature,  and 
relieving  the  three  unhappy  native 
judges  confined  in  prifon  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  might  be  fruflrated.  The 
two  following  were  cenfures  cn 
the  fame  Mr.  Sullivan,  for  adminis¬ 
tering  an  oath  of  fecrecy  to  one  Of 
the  fecretaries  of  the  company,  re-* 
draining  him  from  giving  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  committee.  The 
next  three  related  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Sir  Elijah  impey,  by 
Mr.  Hafling s,  to  an  office  held  at 
the  will  of  the  governor-general, 
contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  ad  of 
the  13th  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Eafi-India 

Company. 
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Company.  On  thefe  refolutions, 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majelty  was 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  to  recall 
the  laid  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  The 
two  laft  were  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  in  a  new  aft  to  alcertain 
the  power  of  the  governor-general 
and  council  of  Bengal ;  and  to 
reduce  into  one  aft  the  feveral  afts 
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made  for  the  regulation  of  the  com- 

*r> 

panyj  and  to  amend  and  explain 
the  fame. 

The  King’s  fpeech,  at  the  pro¬ 
rogation,  which  took  place  on  the 
nth  of  July,  turned  on  the  ufual 
topicks,  and  kept  entirely  free  from 
any  alluiion  to  the  politicks  of  the 
time. 


CHAP.  IX. 

ReirofpeClive  <i new  of  affairs  in  North  America  and  the  Weft-Indies,  in. 
the  year  1781.  South  Carolina.  Battle  at  the  Eutaw  Springs.  CoL 
Stuart ,  with  the  Britijh  forces ,  retires  to  Charles  down.  Iftand  of 
St.  Euftatius  jur prized  and  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille.  Dutch 
fettlements  of  Demerary  and  Effequibo  recovered  by  France.  Marquis  de 
Bouille  invades  the  Iftand  of  St.  Ghriftopher’’  s,  with  8,000  men ,  in  the. 
beginning  of  the  year  17S2,  and  is  ftp  ported  by  the  Count  de  Grafts  „ 
with  a  great  fleet.  Gen.  Frafer  and  the  Governor ,  with  the  few  troops 
an  the  iftand ,  retire  to  Brimftone  Hill.  Gallant  attempt  made  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Samuel  Hood ,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  to  fave  the  iftand : 
draws  the  enemy  out  to  fea,  and  then  feiz.es  the  anchorage  ground  in  Baft'e- 
terre  Road,  which  they  had  juft  quitted.  French  feet  repeatedly  attack 
the  Englijh  fquadron ,  and  are  repuljed  with  loft.  Works  on  Brimftone 
Hill  in  ?io  degree  anfwerable  to  the  ftrength  of  the  Jituation.  Gallant 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon.  All  the  attempts  made  by  the  Admiral , 
and  by  Gen .  Prefcot,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  prove  ineffectual.  I  he 
works  and  buildings  071  the  top  of  the  hill  being  almoft  entirely  deft  roved, 
Gen .  Frafer  and  Gov.  Shirley  are  obliged  to  capitulate,  and  obtain  con¬ 
ditions  highly  honourable  to  the  garrifon,  and  advantageous  to  the  iftand \ 
Englijh  fquadron  flip  their  cables,  and  return  to  Barbadoes.  Nevis  and 
Montferrat  follow  the  fortune  of  St.  ChriftopheP  s.  Formidable  prepa¬ 
rations  by  France  and  Spain  for  the  invafeon  of  ‘Jamaica .  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement  from  England,  and 
takes  the  command  of  the  fleet.  Fails  in  his  defign  of  intercepting  the 
French  convoy  from  BreJL  Puts  into  St.  Lucia  to  refit,  and  to  watch 
the  motioiis  of  the  enemy.  Objects,  and  refpe Clive  force,  of  the  com¬ 
manders  on  both  fides.  Perilous  fate  of  the  Englijh  affairs  in  the  Weft - 
Indies.  M.  de  Grafte  proceeds  with  his  fleet  and  a  great  convoy  from 
Fort -Royal,  in  order  to  form  a  junClion  with  the  French  and  Spanijh 
forces  at  Hifpaniola.  Is  immediately  purjued  by  Sir  George  Rodney. 
Partial  engagement  between  the  French  fleet  and  the  van  of  the  Englijh , 
cn  the  cjth  of  April.  Great  fta-fght  on  the  1 2th,  which  lajls  from, 
fun-rife  to  Jun-fet.  Gallantry  difplayed  on  both  fides.  french  fleet  en¬ 
tirely  routed.  cT’he  Count  de  Grafte  taken  in  the  Fille  de  Paris.  Four 
tther  Jhips  of  the  line  taken,  and  one  funk.  Furious  particulars  oj  the 

aCtion ■ 
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atiiofu  Cefar,  one  of  the  French  prizes.  Haven  up  on  the  night  of  fhi 
battle ,  Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  detached  with  a  fquadron ,  in  pur - 
fuit  of  the  enemy.  Fakes  two  French  /hips  of  the  line ,  and  two  frigates ; 
in  the  Mona  paffage.  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  with  the  Count  de 
Grafs  and  the  prizes  to  Jamaica,  Confiquences  of  the  late  victory . 
Honours  to  the  fuccefsful  commanders .  Lord  Rodney  returns  to  England & 
and  is  fucceeded  by  Admiral  Pigot.  Inactivity  of  the  oppofte  armies  in 
North- America,  confirmed  by  the  reflations  of  Parliament ,  and  hy  the  fub - 
J'equent  negotiations  for  peace. 


H  E  natural  boundaries 

I  which  ferved  in  Tome  de¬ 
gree  to  refrain  hofility,  and  to 
throw  South  Carolina  into  two 
great  allotments,  which  were 
respectively.  held  by  the  Royal 
and  the  American  forces,  could 
no  longer  produce  their  effect, 
than  while  equal  ilrength  or  mu¬ 
tual  weaknefs  prevented  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  either  party.  The  calm 
which  attended  and  fucceeded  the 
new  partition  arrangement  made 
by  Lord  Rawdon  a  little  before 
his  departure  from  that  province, 
accordingly  lafled  no  longer,  than 
until  Gen.  Greene  had  received 
fuch  reinforcements  from  without, 
and  had  tiled  fuch  internal  means 
in  forming  and  difeiplining  the 
ftace  troops  and  militia  of  the  two 
Carolinas,  as  he  fuppofed  would 
enable  him  to  a 61  with  effedl.  As 
foon  as  thefe  ends  were  attained, 
he  marched  with  his  forces  from 
the  high  hills  of  Santee,  in  order 
to  pafs  the  Congaree  River,  and 
to  attack  Col.  Stewart,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Britifh  forces  then  in 
the  held. 

That  officer  was  polled  at  a 
Col.  Thompfon’s,  near  M‘Cord’s 
Ferry,  on  the  Congaree;  his 
troops  were  fckly,  bread  was 
fcarce,  and  a  fupply  of  proviiion 
was  then  on  its  way  to  join  him. 
Upon  this  movement  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  judged  it  necelfary,  for  the 


fecurity  of  his  convoy;  and  pro¬ 
bably  Other  reafons,  to  fall  back 
about  40  miles*  to  a  place  called 
the  Eutaw  Springs,  which  lie 
about  60  miles  north  of  Charles 
Town.  Greene,  however.  Hill 
purfued  his  delign  of  attacking 
him,  to  which  he  was  now  farther 
fimulated,  by  underfanding  that 
Col.  Stewart  intended  to  eilablifh 
a  ftrong  and  permanent  poll  at 
the  Eutaws,  (for  which  the  place 
was  admirably  qualified)  to  ferve 
as  a  rampart  on  that  fide,  to  a 
new  and  more  contracted  line  of 
frontier.  The  former  had  palled 
the  river  at  HowePs  Ferry:  and 
upon  coming  to  this  determi¬ 
nation,  he  lent  back  his  baggage 
and  fores  to  that  place,  and  pur- 
fuing  his  march  until  he  arrived 
within  feven  miles  of  the  Eutaws, 
encamped  in  the  evening  at  a 
plantation  called  Bardwell’s ; 
From  whence  he  proceeded  early 
the  next  morning  to  attack  the 
royal  forces. 

Gen.  Greene’s  order  of  battle 
feems  to  have  been  rather  pecu* 
liar;  an  obfervation  by  no  means 
intended  to  arraign  his  judgment. 
His  firlt  line  confided  only  of  two 
battalions  of  South  Carolina,  and 
two  battalions  of  North  Carolina 
militia ;  whilfl  Ills  great  Ilrength 
was  placed  in  the  fecond,  which 
was  compofed  of  three  brigades  of 
Continental  troops,  including  two 
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battalions  of  Virginians,  two  of 
Marylanders,  and  three  of  North 
Carolinians.  Col.  Lee,  with  his 
legion,  covered  one  flank,  and 
Henderfon,  with  the  date  troops 
of  South  Carolina,  the  other. 
Col.  Wafhington,  with  his  ca¬ 
valry,  and  the  date  troops  of  De¬ 
laware,  under  a  captain,  formed 
a  corps  de  referve.  Brig.  Gen. 
Marion  commanded  the  find  line ; 
and  Sumner  the  North  Carolina 
troops.  No  certain  eflimate  can 
be  formed  of  the  amount  of  the 
American  forces.  The  Engliih  ac¬ 
counts  date  them  at  about  4,000. 
Greene  himfelf  gives  no  clue  ; 
but  loofely  obferves,  that  they 
were  much  inferior  to  the  enemy 
in  number;  and  in  his  publiftied 
letter,  feems  dudioudy  to  repre- 
fent  the  battalions  in  general  as 
being  “  very  finall.”  The  firft 
line  advanced  with  two  three- 
pounders,  and  the  fecond  with 
two  fix-pounders. 

In  the  morning 
*  march.  Col.  Wafti- 
ington,  with  the 
troops  that  covered  the  danks, 
formed  an  advanced  guard,  and 
about  four  miles  from  the  Eutavvs, 
fell  in  with  Major  Coffin,  with  a 
detached  party  of  horfe  and  light 
infantry,  who,  after  fome  firing, 
fell  back  to  the  Britifh  main 
body ;  which,  by  the  American 
accounts,  was  drawn  up  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  between  two  and 
three  miles  in  the  front  of  their 
camp.  The  a&ion  commenced 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  laded 
four  hours,  without  intermidion. 
As  the  battle  was  fought  in  the 
woods,  and  the  conflict  obdi- 
nately  maintained  on  both  fides, 
it  was  fubjeCt  to  much  viciflitude  ; 
fc'that  different  wings  and  parties 
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on  each,  were  victors  and  van¬ 
quished  by  turns;  chance,  and 
accidental  conjunction,  frequently 
varying  the  fortune  of  the  fight. 
It  is  impoffible  to  reconcile  the 
Englifh  and  American  accounts, 
they  differ  fo  totally  in  almod 
every  part  cf  the  relation.  Both 
fides  claimed  the  victory,  and  berth 
had  fome  ground  for  the  claim ; 
both  fides  held  out  the  highed" 
praifes  to  their  officers  and  men* 
for  the  eminent  fervices  which 
they  performed,  and  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  valour  they  difplayed, 
and  the  praife  was  undoubtedly, 
in  the  highed  degree,  merited  on 
both.  The  contradictions  which  ’ 
appear  in  the  oppefite  accounts* 
are  not  to  be  entirely  attributed 
to  defigned  mifreprefentaticn  on 
either  fide.  The  nature  of  the 
ground,  contracted  the  fphere  of 
obfervation  within  a  very  narrow 
compafs :  and  report  is  feldom  to 
be  relied  on  as  the  balls  of  truth. 
The  confequences  mud  therefore 
be  considered  as  the  bed  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  aCtion. 

It  admits  of  no  doubt,  that  the 
conflict  was  exceedingly  Severe, 
and  abounded  with  indances  of  the 
highed  gallantry  on  both  fides. 
The  Americans  were  now  inured 
to  arms  and  danger;  and  the  pro¬ 
vincial  militia,  who  alone  led  on 
the  attack  in  the  fird  line,  net 
only  fought  with  all  the  fpirit, 
but  with  all  the  perfeverance  of 
old  and  well  tried  foldiers.  The 
bayonet,  which  had  fo  long  been 
dreadful  to  the  Americans,  feems 
now  to  have  become  their  fa-, 
vourite  weapon.  Gen.  Greene 
particularly  atributes  the  victory 
(which  he  claims  as  indifputable) 
to  the  fierce  and  irrefidible  attack 
of  the  Virginia  ar.d  Maryland 
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"troops,  who,  he  fays,  fftftied  on 
through  a  hot  cannonade  and  a 
fhower  of  bullets  to  charge  the 
enemy  with  the  bayonet. 

It  would  feerh  upon  the  whole, 
though  not  .acknowledged  on  our 
iide,  that  the  royal  troops  were 
driven  back,  through  a  continued 
feries  of  hard  fighting,  and  with 
the  lofs  of  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
as  far  as  their  camp.  That  there, 
as  brave  and  experienced  foldiers, 
ftiil  poffeffmg  their  judgment  and 
faculties,  in  the  height  of  tumult, 
and  the  extremity  of  danger,  they 
at  once  perceived,  and  as  iri- 
ilantly  feized,  the  advantages, 
which  the  ftrohg  ground  they 
were  then  on  afforded.  A  large 
and  ftrong  brick  houfe,  of  three 
ilories,  with  its  adjoining  offices 
and  enclofures,  was  immediately 
occupied  by  a  large  party;  ano¬ 
ther  lodged  themfelves  in  an  al- 
moft  impenetrable  coppice  of  rug¬ 
ged  underwood,  called  in  that 
country  Black  Jack;  while  a 
third  took  poffeffion  of  a  pallifa- 
doed  garden.  Thus  covered  in 
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front,  their  flanks  were  well  fe- 
cured  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  other 
difficulties  of  ground. 

Here  then  the  engagement  was 
renewed,  with  frefh  vigour,  and 
with  greater  feverity  than  before. 
The  Americans  brought  up  the 
two  pieces  of  cannon  they  had 
taken,  along  with  their  own  fix- 
pounders,  to  attack  the  brick 
houfe;  while  Col.  Wafliington, 
with  the  greateft  gallantry,  made 
repeated  attempts  to  ftofm  the 
coppice.  All  their  efforts  on  both 
hdes  were  ineffectual.  The  nre 
from  the  one  was  too  fevere  to  be 
long  endured  ;  and  Wafliington 
Was  wounded  ana  taken  prifoner, 
in  his  kit  attack  upon  the  cop¬ 


pice.  The-  Americans,  after  & 

fore  lofs,  were  obliged  to  retreat ; 
and  having,  in  the  eagernefs  of 
attack,  puffied  their  guns  tod 

clofe  to  the  brick  houfe,  their 
artillery  men  and  officers  were  not 
only  defcroyed,  but  the  fire  was 
fo  intolerable,  that  they  could 
neither  bring  off  the  cannon,  nor 
the  wounded,  which  were  within 
its  command.  Gen.  Greene  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  he  found  it  ne- 
ceffary,  in  order  to  fpare  the 

eftufion  of  blood,  to  draw  his 

troops  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
Englifh  fire ;  but  his  kbfequent 
retreat  of  feven  miles,  to  his 
camp  at  BardwelBs,  he  attributes 
entirely  to  the  want  of  water;  a 
want  (if  real)  undoubtedly  of  fuck 
a  nature,  as  could  not  but  be  fe- 
verely  felt  through  the  courfe  of 
fo  long  a  march,  fo  hot  a  day, 
and  fo  fevere  an  affiion; 

Thefe  circ  am  fiances  afforded 
fair  ground  to  the  Britifn  com¬ 
mander,  whereon  to  reft  his  claim 
of  victory.  But  others  were  not 
equally  concurrent ;  and  his  flot¬ 
ation  and  force  did  not  admit, 
that  the  confequences  of  the  aftiori 
ill  on  id  fupport  the  claim  .  with 
effedi  It  yv as  certainly  a  great 
and  moft  gallant  recovery;  fuclt 
as  is  not  often  equalled  in  fimilaf 
circumfiances ;  and  in  which  the 
officers  and  troops  had  a  higher 
claim  to  honour,  than  the  moll 
complete  victory  might  have  af¬ 
forded  in  other  inftancCs.  Greene 
boafis  that  he  took  5C0  prifoners; 
(including  in  that  number  70 
wounded,  who,  he  fays,  the  royal 
forces  left  behind  them  on  their 
retreat  the  following  day)  that  he 
left  a  firong  picket  on  the  field  of 
battle;  that  he  collected  all  his 
Wounded,  excepting  thofe  who 

lay 


HISTORY  O 

lay  under  the  fire  of  the  Brick 
Houfe ;  that,  early  on  'the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  he  detached  Lee  and 
Marion  on  the  way  to  Charles 
Town,  as  well  to  prevent  fuc- 
cours  from  thence,  as  to  embar- 
rafs  the  retreat  of  the  main  body 
whilll  he  purfued  them ;  and,  that 
the  fugitives  from  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle  had  fpfead  fuch  an  alarm,  that 
the  Englilh  burnt  their  itores  at 
.Dorchefter,  and  abandoned  their 
jpoft  at  Fair  Lawn.  He  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  loi’s  of  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  but  fays  he  brought  off 
one  of  theirs. 

We  are  left  as  much  in'  the 
dark  as  to  the  numbers  on  the 
royal  tide,  as  }ve  are  with  refpedt  to 
the  American.  Col.  Stewart  feems 
apprehenfive,  as  well  as  Greene, 
that  it  might  be  imagined  from 
the  various  corps  ftated  to  be  un¬ 
der  his  command,  that  his  force 
was  confiderably  greater  than  it 
really  was.  It  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  from  the  climate,  as 
well  as  from  other  caufes,  they  were 
refpeflively  very  thin.  Letters  from 
Charles  Town,  at  the  time,  loofely 
ffated  Stewart’s  force,  as  being 
about  2,000. 

The  lofs  on  the  American  fide,, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their 
own  account,  amounted  to  between 
five  and  fix  hundred.  That  of  of¬ 
ficers,  which  could  not  be  con¬ 
cealed,  was  very  confiderablc.  One 
lieutenant-colonel,  one  major,  fix 
captains,  and. eight  other  cornmif- 
fioned  officers,  were  killed.  Five 
lieutenant  -  colonels,  thirteen  cap¬ 
tains,  and  twenty-five  lieutenants, 
were  wounded.  On  our  fide,  only 
three  commiffioned  officers  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  but  feveral  died 
of  their  wounds.  The  whole 
Vol,  XXV. 
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number  of  men  fiain  is  rated  only 
at  eighty-five ;  the  wounded  at  351, 
of  which  lixteen  were  commifiioned 
officers  ;  and  the  milling  at  257  ; 
of  thcfe  were  ten  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers,  fifteen  ferjcants,  and  eight 
drummers.  We  mention  thefe  little 
particulars,  as  they  ferve  in  fome 
fort  to  Ihew  the  diverfity  and  va¬ 
rious  fortune  of  the  adtion.  No  no¬ 
tice  is  taken  in  Col.  Stewart’s  ac¬ 
count  or  return,  of  fifteen  com- 
miffioned  officers,  who,  Greene  par¬ 
ticularly  fpecifies,  to  have  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  their  paroles  on  the  field 
of  battle.  As  this  return  was  dated 
before  the  retreat  from  the  Eutavvs, 
it  could  not  include  the  feventy 
wounded,  who  were  faid  to  have 
been  left  behind  on  that  occa- 
fion.  Thefe,  though  it  was  made 
a  matter  of  boafli,  could  only  have 
been  left  behind,  from  their  wounds 
being  in  too  bad  a  Hate  to  admit 
of  a  removal.  Col.  Stewart  was 
himfelf  wounded,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  taken  prifoner,  and  afterwards 
re-taken.  Every  royal  officer,  who 
had  the  fmalleft  command,  even  to 
that  of  a  company,  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  diftinguilhing  himfelf  in 
fome  marked  degree,  which,  in 
more  fortunate  feafons,  and  circum- 
llances  of  lefs  general  exertion, 
would  have  been  deemed  an  object 
of  public  notice  and  applaufe. 

The  royal  forces  decamped  on 
the  following  evening,  Greene  pre¬ 
tends  that  they  ftaved  ca  quantity  of 
rum,  and  deltroyed  many  fiores, 
through  the  want  of  carriages ;  but 
what  feems  utterly  improbable,  he 
farther  advances,  that  above  i,oco 
frnall  arms  were  found,  which  they 
had  broken,  and  hidden  in  the 
Eutaw -Springs.  In  the  mean  time. 
Major  M'Arthur  was  dilpatched 
[*V]  with 
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with  fo  ftrong  a  detachment  from 
Charles-Town,  to  meet  the  return¬ 
ing  forces,  that  Marion  and  Lee 
could  not  hazard  the  fmalleft  at¬ 
tempt  to  interrupt  his  purpofe ;  and 
Greene’s  purfuitas  far  as  Harrifon’s 
Swamp,  was  probably  a  mere  mat¬ 
ter  of  parade,  without  the  fmalleft 
hope  of  being  at  all  able  to  difturb 
the  retreat.  From  that  time,  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles 
Town,  and  of  the  neighbouring 
great  rivers,  became  the  fcene  of 
si  {mail,  cruel,  and  defultory  war, 
in  which,  excepting  the  defign  of 
llraitening  the  capital  and  its  gar- 
lifon  on  the  one  lide,  provifions, 
plunder,  and  the  gratification  of 
mutual  animofity,  were  the  only 
©bjedts. 

The  lofs  of  the  Dutch  Iiland  of 
St.  Euftatius,  marked  the  con- 
clufton  of  the  year  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
of  whole  activity  and  generoiity 
as  an  enemy  we  have  had  frequent 
soccafton  to  take  notice,  learning 
the  fecurity  and  negligence  of  the 
governor  and  ganifcn,  was  there¬ 
by  induced  to  undertake  the  other- 
wife  liopelefs  talk,  of  furpr h&ing 
and  reducing  the  I  Hand.  Fie  em¬ 
barked  about  2,000  men  for  this 
purpofe,  in  a  number  of  imall 
•veflels  at  Martinique,  and  know¬ 
ing  that  the  only  practicable  land¬ 
ing  place  in  the  iftand  was  left 
open  and  unguarded,  he  took  his 
meafures  in  filch  a  manner,  as  to 
arrive  before  it  betimes  in  the 
night.  The  landing  was  however 
fo  bad,  the  furf  fo  high,  and  the 
iunken  rocks  fo  numerous  and 
dangerous,  that  he  loft  his  boats, 
and  had  many  of  his  men  drowned 
in  the  attempt.  By  the  utmoft 
perfeverance  and  courage  he  could 


only  land  400  men  by  day-break, 
and  the  means  of  landing  more 
were  then  at  an  end.  He  favv  at 
once  the  danger  of  his  fituation, 
that  ail  aftiftance  from  his  Blips, 
and  means  of  retreat,  were  equally 
cut  off ;  and  confidering  the  gar- 
rifon  to  be  nearly  double  his  own 
number,  that  nothing  but  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a  vigorous  pufh  and  bold 
adventure,  could  poftibly  fave  him- 
felf  and  his  troops,  from  being 
either  made  prifoners  or  cut  to 
pieces. 

The  landing  place  was  about 
two  leagues  diftant  from  the  town 
and  fort ;  and  the  way  was  not 
only  extremely  difficult  in  all  its 
parts,  but  was  interfered  by  a 
defile  in  the  hills,  where  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  could  have  flopped  the 
approach  of  an  army.  The  gar- 
rifon  con  filled  of  the  thirteenth 
and  fifteenth  regiments,  excepting 
their  light  infantry  and  grenadier 
companies,  which  had  been  called 
away  upon  fome  other  fervice  j 
but  the  remaining  number  was  not 
much  Iefs  than  700  men  ;  a  force, 
which  in  lefs  unfortunate  times, 
could  not  have  been  fafelv  ap¬ 
proached  by  an  equal,  much  lefs 
an  inferior  enemy.  The  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  inftead  of  defpairing  in 
his  untoward  fituation,  boldly  and 
wifely  placed  a  full  truft  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  negligence  of  his 
enemy,  and  the  confequent  pro¬ 
bability  of  a  furprize.  The  troops 
landed  were  like  wife  among  the 
beft  in  France,  being  principally 
compofed  of  Count  Dillon’s  re¬ 
giment  ;  a  part  of  that  Irifh  bri¬ 
gade,  which  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  highly  diftifiguifhed  for  its  va¬ 
lour,  and  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,,  and  which  the  ill  policy 

both 


I 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*195 


both  of  England  and  Ireland  has 

driven  into  the  French  fervice. 

The  red  uniform  of  thefe  troops, 

being  the  fame  as  the  Englifh, 

contributed  greatly  to  facilitate 

and  give  effeft  to  the  enterprize. 

- T  "  c  ,  A  divificn  of  the 
Nov.  26th.  garrifon  were  g9ing 

through  their  exercifes  in  a  field 
at  fome  didance  from  the  fort ; 
but  the  greater  part  were  difperfed 
in  quarters  in  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  and  as  it  was  only  about 
fun-rife,  many  were  poifibly  in 
bed.  A  volley  of  fmall  arms, 
Fred  almoft  at  their  breads,  and 
which  killed  feveral  men,  was  the 
£rd  knowledge  which  the  foldiers 
at  exercife  had  of  their  danger. 
It  was  an  indance,  perhaps,  with¬ 
out  parallel  by  day -light.  They 
were  incapable  of  refidance.  rI  hole 
in  quarters  hurried  headlong  to 
the  fort,  and  clogged  the  draw¬ 
bridge  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
could  not  be  railed,  until  the 
enemy  entered  pell-mell  along 
with  them.  Lieut.  Col.  Cock- 
burne,  commandant  or  governor, 
who  had  been  taking  an  early 
ride,  returned  jud  at  the  indant 
of  the  furprize,  and  was  made 
prifoner  on  horfeback.  The  ifland 
was  lod  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
without  the  expence  of  a  man  to 
the  enemy.  It  has  not  often  hap¬ 
pened  that  Englifh  troops  have 
met  with  fo  lignal  a  aifgrace. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille  be¬ 
haved  with  his  ufual  magnani¬ 
mity.  A  confiderable  lum  of 
money,  which  the  Governor 
claimed  as  his  property,  was,  with 
the  generous  confent  of  the  officers 
and  troops,  redored  to  him.  But 
a  very,  large  fum,  being  a  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  produce  of  the 
late  files,  and  laid  to  be  the 


property  of  Admiral  Rodney  and 
General  Vaughan,  became  a  prize 
to  the  vi&ors.  Their  whole  fpoil 
was  edimated  at  two  millions  of 
livres.  Such  was  the  conclulion 
of  the  unfortunate  circumillances 
which  attended  the  capture  of  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Euflatius, 

The  lofs  of  that  ifland  was  only 
a  prelude  to  farther  misfortune  in 
the  Wed  Indies.  The  fuperiority 
of  the  French  by  fea  and  land, 
enabled  them  to  attempt  and  to 
execute  whatever  they  liked.  The 
Dutch  fettlements  of  Demerary 
and  Elfequibo,  were  retaken  by 
them  in  the  liril  month  of  the 
year  1782  ;  and  France,  by  their 
recovery  and  redoration  to  Hol¬ 
land,  as  well  as  by  the  preservation 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  a 
happy  opportunity  of  difplaying 
to  her  new  ally  and  to  the  world,  a 
fidelity,  and  an  appearance  of  difin- 
teredednefs  in  her  conduft,  which, 
has  peculiarly  marked  the  prefent 
reign,  and  which  was  by  no  means 
confidered  as  her  political  cha- 
rafteridic  in  other  times. 

The  old  and  valuable  Englifh 
Ifland  of  St.  Chridopher’s  was 
doomed  to  be  the  next  viftim  to 
the  calamity  of  the  times.  The 
people  had  been  much  diflatisfied 
with  the  American  war,  and  with 
many  other  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment.  We  have  already  cbferved 
that  they  had  been  confiderable 
Sufferers  by,  and  had  greatly  com¬ 
plained  of,  the  indifcriminate 
fpoil  made  at  the  capture  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euflatius.  It  cannot 
be  fuppofed  that  a  difcontented 
people  fhould  ever  make  a  hearty 
and  vigorous  defence. 

The  Marquis  de  Jan.  „tb 
Bouille,  who  feemed  \  o2 
hitherto  decreed  to  ■ 
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reap  all  the  laurels  which  the 
Well  Indies  could  produce,  landed 
S,oco  men  on  the  ifland,  and  was 
fupported  by  the  Count  de  Grade, 
with  thirty-two  fhips  of  the  line. 
The  garrifon,  under  Gen.  Frazer, 
did  not  exceed  600  effective  men ; 
and  the  great  force  of  the  enemy 
by  fea  and  land,  notwlthflanding 
the  dangerous  furf,  and  other  cir- 
cumflances,  which  render  a  com¬ 
munication  with  that  ifland  at  all 
times  difficult,  prevented  all  re- 
lldance  to  their  landing.  Gen. 
Frazer,  with  his  handful  of  men, 
retired  to  Brim  done  Hill,  which,  - 
befides  feme  newly  ere&ed  fortifi¬ 
cations,  was,  from  its  height,  and 
aimed  inacceffible  fituation,  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  dronged  pods 
in  the  Wed  India  iflands.  But 
the  number  of  troops  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  its  defence  through  any 
thing  of  a  long  fiege.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  that  a  garrifon  of  2,000 
men,  would  have  rendered  it  im¬ 
pregnable  for  any  time  that  their 
providons  laded. 

The  Englifli  Beet  under  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  was  then  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and 'confided  only  of  twen¬ 
ty-two  Blips  of  the  line.  That 
ifland  was  the  original  objedl  of 
the  French  commanders,  who,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  great  fuperiority 
of  their  force  both  by  fea  and  land, 
hoped  by  a  joint  cannonade  and 
bombardment  from  the  fhore  and 
the  (hips,  to  deflroy  the  Englifli 
fleet  in  Carlifle  Bay.  However 
this  deflgn  might  have  fucceeded 
in  the  experiment,  it  was  fruflrated 
by  adverfe  winds,  which  drove 
the  enemy  fo  far  to  leeward,  that 
they  found  it  neeeflary  to  change 
their  objedl,  and  direct  their  at¬ 
tack  againft  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Kitt’s.  • 


The  Englifli  commander,  dif* 
daining  to  be  tied  down  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  enemy,  moft 
gallantly  determined  upon  an  un- 
ufually  bold  Broke  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  valuable  ifland, 
if  it  was  ftill  poffibly  to  be  done ; 
and  inftead  of  waiting  to  be  at¬ 
tacked,  to  alfonifli  and  confound 
them  at  once,  by  becoming  him- 
felf  the  aggrelfor,  and  attacking 
them  at  anchor. 

Fie  accordingly  failed  from 
Carlifle  Bay  to  Antigua,  where  he 
took  Gen.  Prefect,  and  the  few 
troops  that  could  be  afforded,  on 
board,  and  from  thence  proceed¬ 
ing  in  the  evening  for  Baffe- Terre 
Road,  where  the  enemy  lay  at 
anchor,  began  at  day -break  to 
form  his  line  of  battle,  for  the 
purpofe  of  bearing  down  upon  and 
attacking  them. 

The  accident  of  two  fhips  run¬ 
ning  foul  of  each  other,  inter¬ 
rupted  the  profecution  of  this 
bold  deflgn  ;  and  the  fleet  was 
obliged  to  lie  to  for  a  day,  during 
the  repair  of  the  damage  done  to 
the  Alfred.  A  French  frigate 
from  Martinique,  full  of  fhells 
and  ordnance  Bores  for  the  fiege 
of  Brim  Bone-Hill,  which  fell  into 
their  hands  at  this  time,  l'eemed 
in  feme  meafure  to  atone  for  this 
delay.  The  Count  de  Grafle, 
who  -could  not  but  be  furprized  at 
this  unlooked  for  viBt,  .and  per¬ 
haps  rejoiced  at  the  apparent  te¬ 
merity  of  his  enemy,  thought  it 
neeeflary  to  quit  his  anchorage, 
that  by  putting  out  to  fea,  and 
gaining  a  good  offing,  his  fhips 
might  have  full  room  to  and 
thereby  fequre  all  the  advantages 
of  their  fuperiority  in  number. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  T  _  , 
inflantly  perceived  the  J  an-  25  tn. 

advantage 
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advantage  to  be  derived  from  this 
movement.  The  enemy  were,  at 
day-light,  full  in  view,  and  form¬ 
ed  in  a  line  of  battle  a- head.  He 
carried  on  every  demonflration  of 
an  immediate  and  determined  at¬ 
tack  ;  and  having  thereby  drawn 
them  fomething  farther  from  the 
fhore,  he  then  pulhed  on  direiflly 
for  BalTe-Terre  Road,  and  took 
poffefflon  of  that  anc’norge  ground 
which  they  had  quitted  on  the 
preceding  evening.  If  the  fupe- 
rior  judgment  and  feamanfhip  dif- 
played  in  this  mafterly  movement, 
excited  the  afionifhment  and  cha¬ 
grin  of  the  enemy,  a  fenfe  of  its 
pofiible  confequences,  in  cutting 
them  off  from  all  communication 
with  their  army  on  ihore,  afford¬ 
ed  no  lefs  room  for  the  mod  fe- 
rious  apprehenfions.  Impelled  there¬ 
fore  by  every  motive,  whether  of 
defeating  the  dehgn,  or  of  aveng¬ 
ing  the  deception,  they  fell  with 
the  utmoft  fury  upon  Commodore 
Affleck,  who  commanded  and  ciofed 
the  rear  of  the  Britilh  fquadron, 
and  with  no  fmall  hope  of  entire¬ 
ly  cutting  off  that  divifion.  But 
that  gallant  officer,  and  his  two 
brave  feconds.  Lord  Robert  Man¬ 
ners,  anc^  Captain  Cornwallis,  kept 
up  fo  noble  and  unceafing  a  fire, 
that  with  little  lofs  on  damage  to 
tnemfeives,  they  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  covered  the  other  lhips  of  the 
divifion,  while  they  were  getting 
into  their  ftations ;  and  after  a  f'harp 
conflict,  the  French  were  obliged 
to  bear  off. 

The  next  morning,  by  eight 
o’clock,  the  Britilh  line  was  at¬ 
tacked  from  van  to  rear,  by  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  ;  who, 
after  an  a&ion  of  two  hours,  in 
which  they  were  not  capable  of 
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making  the  fmallefl  viffble  im- 
preflion,  flood  off  again  to  fea. 
Count  de  Grade,  not  yet  dis¬ 
couraged,  renewed  the  engage¬ 
ment  in  the  afternoon,  directing 
his  attack  principally  againfl  the 
centre  and  rear  divijions,  which 
he  hoped  to  overwhelm  by  the 
great  fuperiority  of  Iks  force  ;  but 
he  was  again  repalfed  with  greater 
lofs  and  damage  than  before.  His 
own  flrip,  the  Ville  de  Paris,  fuf- 
fered  leverely,  and  received  no 
lefs  than  eighty-four  fhot  in  her 
hull.  Her  damage  was  fo  great, 
that  on  the  fucceeding  days  fhe  was 
obliged,  in  the  feaman’s  phrafe,  to 
be  heeled ;  that  is,  laid  partly  on. 
her  fide,  and  that  in  the  view  of 
the  Englilh,  in  order  to  plug  and 
cover  the  fhot-holes.  It  was  faid, 
that  the  French  fent  a  thoufand 
wounded  to  St.  Euflatius.  The 
lofs  in  the  Englifli  fquadron,  in  all 
the  attacks,  amounted  to  72  killed, 
and  244  wounded.  From  that  time, 
the  enemy  kept  at  a  guarded  dis¬ 
tance,  but  Hill  continued  conflantly 
in  fight. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  bold  adven¬ 
ture  opened  very  flattering  prof- 
peifls.  The  prefervation  of  the 
ifland  was  not  only  in  view,  but 
it  was  to  he  hoped  that  the  in¬ 
vading  foe  would  have  met  with 
fuch  difficulties  in  getting  his 
forces  clear  off,  as  might  have 
afforded  him  fufficient  caufe  to 
repent  his  temerity.  No  doubt 
was  entertained,  that  Brimflone- 
Hill  was  capable  of  making  a  long 
defence,  and  the  ifland  was  in¬ 
capable  of  long  maintaining  the 
French  army.  Sir  George  Rodney 
was  every  hour  expected  with  fuch 
a  reinforcement  from  England,  as 
would  have  afforded  a  fuperiority 
[*N]  3  to 
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to  the  Brkifh  fleet ;  and  under 
fucli  circumflances,  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille’s  htuation  would  have  been 
not  a  little  critical. 

We  are  to  fee  how  affairs  in 
the  ifland  correfponded  with  thefe 
hopes.  Befld.es  tire  efre&s  inci¬ 
dent  to  that  difTatis faction  of  the 
people  which  we  have  mentioned, 
they  had  a  melancholy  example  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes  of  the  ruin,  which  a 
brave  and  generous,  but  ineffe&ual 
defence,  had  brought  upon  their 
neighbours  in  the  ifland  of  To¬ 
bago*  The  juflice,  humanity,  ge- 
nerciity,  and  other  eminent  qua¬ 
lities,  difplayed  by  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille  in  the  conquered  iilands, 
ferved  much  to  leffen  the  horrors 
of  a  French  government,  with  thefe 
who  were  far  from  being  fatisfied 
with  the  proceedings  of  their  own ; 
while  the  Ioffes  and  untoward  events 
or  the  war,  as  they  damped  hope, 
neceflarily  repreffed  exertion.  A 
real,  or  tacit  and  underftood  neu¬ 
trality,  feemed  accordingly  to  ope¬ 
rate  on  the  fide  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  from  the  Aril  arrival  of  the 
enemy* 

About  350  of  the  militia  were. 
However,  led  by  Gov.  Shirley,  to 
reinforce  Brig.  Gen.  Frafer’s  fmall 
garrifon  at  Brimftone  -  Hill,  and 
continued  to  the  laft,  bravely  to 
encounter  all  the  dangers,  and  pa¬ 
tiently  to  endure  all  the  hard¬ 
ships  of  the  iiege.  That  hill  rifes 
pn  the  fea-fhore,  within  a  fmall 
diflance  of  Sandy  -  Point,  the  fe- 
pond  town  of  the  ifland,  ancj  about 
four  leagues  from  Baffe  -  Terre, 
where  the  enemy  landed,  which  is 
ponfidered  as  the  capital.  On  the 
night  of  their  landing,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  the  French  clofe- 
!}'  inyefled  Brimflone  -  Hill  on  all 


Tides.  The  powerful  artillery  which 
had  been  dellined  to  the  attack  on 
Barbadoes,  was  now  attempted  to 
be  difembarked  at  Sandy  -  Hook? 
as  they  had  no  means  of  con¬ 
veying  it  by  land  from  Bafle- 
Ter re.  The  ihip  which  conveyed 
the  moft  heavy  and  effective  part 
of  it,  together  with  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  {hells,  balls  and  ord¬ 
nance  Aores,  Aruck  upon  the  rocks, 
and  went  to  the  bottom.  This 
lofs,  with  the  fubfequent  capture 
by  the  Britifh  fquadron,  of  the  fri¬ 
gate  which  was  bringing  a  frefh 
fupply  from  Martinique,  feemed 
to  augur  fabourably  to  the  garrifon. 
But  the  enemy  were  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  by  common  accidents  or 
disappointments.  They  fifhed  up, 
with  great  perfeverance  and  in- 
duflry,  no  fmall  part  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  (hells  and  flores  that  had  been 
funk  ;  the  men  of  war  brought  more 
heavy  artillery  from  Martinique, 
which  they  landed  at  Sandy- Point; 
and  the  means  provided  for  the 
prote&ion  and  defence  of  the  gar¬ 
rifon,  were,  by  a  flrange  fatality, 
molt  lamentably  perverted  to  their 
deftru&ion. 

\  For,  eight  brafs  twenty  -  four 
pounders,  with  6,000  balls  of  that 
calibre,  together  with  two  thirteen 
inch  brafs  mortars,  and  1,500 
ill  ells,  all  which  had  been  fent 
out  by  government  to  the  fupply 
of  that  fortrefs,  had  net,  through 
feme  flrange  circumftance,  of  which 
we  are  not  perfectly  informed,  been 
carried  up  to  the  works ;  ana 
were  all  found  by  the  enemy  a£ 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  proved  a 
moft  feafonable  and  neceflary  fup¬ 
ply  to  them  in  the  profecution  of 
the  fiege. 

The  hill  is  naturally  very 

flrong  1 
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ftrong ;  the  approaches  to  it  are 
difficult,  and  the  afcent  to  it  fo 
deep,  as  not  to  require  much  ar¬ 
tificial  aid,  to  enable  a  few  men 
to  repel  any  fudden  aftault.  But 
the  wcrks  and  buildings  at  the 
top  were  in  no  degree  anfwerable 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  fituation ; 
and  were  little  calculated  to  with- 
ftand  the  batteries  of  heavy  can¬ 
non  and  mortars,  which  the  un- 
difturbed  pofieflion  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  country,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  enabled  the  enemy 
to  eflablifh,  at  the  moil  conve¬ 
nient  diftances,  and  in  the  moll 
advantageous  pofitions.  It  can¬ 
not  but  appear  furprizing,  that 
after  fo  long  a  war,  and  fo  much 
neighbouring  and  expected  dan¬ 
ger,  the  garrifon  fhould  be  totally 
deftitute  of  entrenching  tools ;  a 
proper  fupply  of  which,  in  fo  pe¬ 
culiar  a  fituation,  would  have  af¬ 
forded  abundant  refources,  even 
to  the  very  laft  extremity. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  how¬ 
ever,  found  the  adventure  at¬ 
tended  with  fo  much  difficulty, 
that  he  carried  on  his  approaches, 
and  opened  trenches,  under  all 
the  formalities  of  the  moil  regular 
fi ege.  He  had  eftablifhed  his  head 
quarters  at  Sandy-Point;  but  the 
garrifon  foon  fet  the  town  on  fire ; 
and  then  played  their  heavy  cannon 
and  mortars  with  fuch  effeCt  from 
the  hill  that  the  French  could  not 
attempt  to  .extinguifh  the  flame, 
until  it  was  entirely  confumed. 
They  likewife  continued  a  mod 
vigorous  fire,  which  greatly  in¬ 
commoded  the  enemy  in  all  their 
approaches,  through  the  whole 
fiege  ;  and  had  the  fortune  in  its 
progrefs  to  blow  up  a  powder  ma¬ 
gazine,  which  was  attended  with 
the  lols  of  feveral  men.  As  the 


French  had  no  fubftitute  for  hu¬ 
man  labour  and  ftrength  in  the 
removal  of  their  artillery  and 
heavy  flores  from  the  fhore  to  the 
refpeCtive  batteries,  which  were 
conftrucfted  all  round  the  hill, 
the  toil  and  fatigue  of  the  troops, 
in  fuch  a  climate,  could  not  but 
have  been  exceffive.  The  trenches 
were  opened  in  the  night  between 
the  1 6th  and  17th  of  January. 

As  foon  as  the  Englifh  admiral 
had  gained  pofieflion  of,  the  an¬ 
chorage,  one  of  the  fir  ft  objects 
with  him  and  Gen.  Prefcot,  was 
to  convey  an  officer,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  fituation  and  cir~ 
cumftances,  to  the  commanders  at 
Brimftone-Hill.  This  was  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed,  and  the  offi¬ 
cer  returned  as  fafely.  Both  the 
governor  and  brigadier  -  general 
feem  at  that  time  to  have  placed  a 
greater  reliance  in  the  ftrength  of 
the  place  -■  than  the  event  fully 
juftified.  They,  however,  re- 
quefted,  th^t  an  able  naval  offi¬ 
cer,  with  a  few  feamen,  might, 
if  poflible,  be  conveyed  to  the 
garrifon,  for  the  better  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  artillery. 

The  general  had  brought  the 
28th  regiment,  and  two  companies 
of  the  13th, -with  him,  from  An¬ 
tigua  ;  and  the  69th  had  come 
with  the  fleet  from  Barbadoes. 
Upon  receiving  information  of 
the  confidence  and  fpirit  which 
prevailed  in  the  garrifon,  the 
admiral  propofed  to  him,  that  if 
he  thought  a  poft  could  be  main¬ 
tained  on  fhore,  he  would  land, 
two  battalions  of  marines,  of  700 
rank  and  file  each,  which,  with 
the  regimental  troops,  would  com- 
pofe  a  body  of  about  2,4.00  men, 
Gen.  Prefcot  did  not  think  it 
practicable  to  maintain  fuch  a 
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pofl ;  but  was  fanguine  in  his  de¬ 
fine  of  being  put  on  fnore,  with 
the  Antigua  troops,  and  the  69th 

Ian.  28th.  reg!mf.ct-  was 

accordingly  done,  and 

a  fmart  fldrmifh  immediately  took 
place,  with  a  part  of  the  Irifn 
brigade,  who  were  Rationed  at 
Bade- 1  erre.  Our  troops  drove 
the  enemy  before  them  with  con¬ 
siderable  lofs.  About  forty  of  our 
troops  were  killed  or  wounded 3 
and  a  lofs  of  double  the  number 
was  acknowledged  on  the  other 
fide.  This  brought  the  Marquis 
de  Bbuille  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  with  4,000  men,  from  San- 
dy-Point.  But  he  found  Gen. 
Prefect  fo  advantageoufly  poked 
on  a  hill  clofe  to  the  fea,  that  he 
did  not  venture  the  attack,  and 
led  his  troops  back  to  the  fiege. 
As  no  object  was  to  be  gained  "by 
continuing  on  fhore,  Gen.  Prefect 
re-embarked  on  the  fame  evening. 

The  vigilance  of  the  enemy  was 
now  fo  extreme,  that  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  garrifon  of 
Brim  hone  -  Hill  was  totally  cut 
ofh  Capt.  Curgenven,  with  a 
few  brave' volunteer  feamen,  who 
boldly  attempted  to  reinforce  the 
garrifon,  were  not  only  foiled  in 
the  attempt, '  but  expofed  to  im¬ 
minent  danger  3  and  a  number  of 
officers,  who  knew  ail  the  private 
roads  and  paths  of  the  ifland,  and 
who  adventured  fmgly  the  talk  of 
attempting  to  convey  letters  or 
rneffages,  were  all  deteded  and 
taken  prifoners. 

Their  vigilance  was  equalled 
by  the  unremitting  indukry  and 
labour  with  which  they  profecuted 
their  works,  and  the  inceflant  fury 
of  their  attack.  Batteries  were 
multiplied  upon  batteries  all  round 
fhe  Kill  |  and  for  the  laft  three 
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weeks  of  the  fiege,  they  were'  con- 
kantly,  night  and  day,  cannonad¬ 
ing  and  bombarding  the  garrifon. 
During  the  greater  part  of  that 
time,  all  the  force  and  effed  of 

23  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  of 

24  large  mortars,  was  directed 
againk  a  fpot  of  ground,  whole 
greatek  diameter  did  not  exceed 
200  yards ;  and  new  batteries 
were  ready  to  be  opened  at  the 
end.  All  the  houfes  and  cover  on 
the  top  of  the  hill,  were  confirmed 
or  blown  to  pieces  early  in  the 
iiege}  and  the  works  were  every 
where  crumbling  to  their  bafe  in 
its  progreis.  The  garrifon,  though 
every  day  thinned  by  the  number 
killed  and  wounded,  yet  far  from 
finking  under  their  growing  weak- 
nefs,  bore  the  inceffant  fatigue  of 
being  under  arms  night  and  day, 
and  the  increafing  danger,  with, 
wonderful  patience  and  fortitude. 
Only  one  man  deferted  through 
the  whole  fiege. 

The  admiral  under-  „  ,  , 

went  the  painful  morti-  ‘  c  ■ 
kcation  of  underkanding  their 
dikrefs  and  danger  by  fignals  from, 
tke  garrifon,  without  having  it  in 
his  power  to  adminiker  relief^  or 
even  to  convey  information  or 
counfel  to  the  commanders.  At 
length,  the  .works  on  one  fide  be¬ 
ing  fo  dekroyed  as  to  form  an  en¬ 
tire  and  perfed  breach,  almok  all 
the  guns  being  demounted  or  dif- 
abled,  and  there  not  being  muen 
above  500  men  left  who  were  able 
to  go  through  duty,  both  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  brigadier  -  general, 
thought  it  would  be  highly  un¬ 
grateful  as  well  as  imprudent,  to 
flake  the  lives  of  fo  brave  and  de¬ 
ferring  a  garrifon,  upon  the  ha¬ 
zardous  iflue  of  an  affault;  and 
wherein,  the  greatek  fuccefs  that 

coul4 
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could  be  hoped,  would  not  by  any 
means  extricate  them  from  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  their  fituation. 

They  had  been  before  fum- 
moned  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
upon  the  ground,  that  the  retreat 
of  Gen.  Prefcot’s  detachment,  had 
left  them  no  farther  room  to  hope 
for  fuccour  ;  and  he  now  eagerly 
^  embraced  the  propofal  of 
^  *  a  capitulation.  Every  con¬ 

dition  they  propofed,  whether  in 
favour  of  the  garrifon  or  the  ifland, 
was  agreed  to.  The  former  were 
allowed  all  the  honours  of  war 
in  the  fulleft  fenfe.  The  regular 
troops,  confiding  of  the  ill  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  Royal  Scotch,  and 
the  flank  companies  of  the  15  th 
regiment,  were  tranfmitted  to  Eng¬ 
land,  until  their  exchange.  The 
ifland  was  upon  the  belt  footing 
that  it  could  be  under  a  capitu¬ 
lation.  And  the  Marqnis  de  Bou¬ 
ille,  with  his  wonted  magnanimity, 
difcharged,  by  a  particular  article, 
as  an  avowed  acknowledgement  of 


their  gallantry,  Gov.  Shirley,  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Frafer,  from  the  con¬ 
dition  of  being  confidered  as  pri- 
foners  pf  war,  declaring  that  the 
frit  might  return  to  his  govern¬ 
ment  of  Antigua,  and  the  latter 
continue  in  thefervice  of  his  coun¬ 


try. 

The  furrender  of  Brimftone-Hill, 
and  capitulation  of  the  ifland,  ren¬ 
dered  the  longer  flay  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  fquadron  on  the  anchorage 
ground  at  Bane-Terre,  equally  life- 
lefs  and  dangerous  ;  for  the  ene- 
my  were  preparing  to  ereft  gun  and 
mortar  batteries  upon  fome  neigh¬ 
bouring  eminences,  which  would 
have  commanded,  at  leaft,  a  part 
of  the  fhipping.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
therefore  4etermined  upon  quitting 


his  fituation  ;  but  the  means  of  car¬ 
rying  the  defign  into  execution, 
were  not  a  little  difficult.  The 
French  had  been  juft  joined  by  two 
Blips  of  the  line  from  France;  fo 
that  M.  de  Graffe  now  poflefled 
the  decided  fuperiority  of  34  to  2 z 
line  of  battle  Blips.  It  was  like- 
wife,  independent  of  this  inequality 
of  force,  the  great  objedft  of  the 
Englifh  admiral,  now  that  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  iBand  was  no  longer 
in  view,  to  preferve  his  fquadron 
as  whole,  and  in  as  perfect  con¬ 
dition,  for  the  jun&ion  with  Sir 
George  Rodney,  as  it  was  poffible 
to  be  done ;  well  knowing,  that 
even  the  ordinary  effetfts  of  a  par¬ 
tial  engagement,  might  prove  the 
means  of  crippling  the  further  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fleet,  in  a  feafon, 
perhaps,  the  moft  critical  that  could 
pofiibly  be  imagined.  It  was  like- 
wife  neccffary,  if  an  engagement 
fhould  become  inevitable  on  leav¬ 
ing  the  ifland,  that  the  fquadron 
fhould  form  as  compadt  a  body  as 
poffible,  in  order  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  refill  the  vaft  fuperiority 
of  force  againft  them ;  and  this 
purpofe  could  only  be  attained,  by 
all  the  Blips  being,  as  nearly  as  it 
could  be  done,  under  fail  at  the 
fame  moment.  Upon  all  thefe  ac¬ 
counts,  on  the  night  after  the  ca¬ 
pitulation,  the  enemy’s  fleet  lying 
within  five  miles,  and  their  lights 
full  in  view,  the  Englifh  fquadron 
flipped  their  cables,  and  put  out 
to  fea,  without  obftrudion  or  pur- 
fuit. 

The  ;flands  of  Nevis  and  Mont- 
ferrat  followed  the  fortune  of  St. 
Chriftopher’s ;  fo  that  of  all  our 
former  numerous  poffeffions  in  the 
Weft- Indies,  Jamaica,  Barbadoes, 
and  Antigua,  now  only  remained. 
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It  was  faid,  that  the  redu&ion  of 
Brimftone-Hill,  coll  the  French  a 
thoufand  men. 

The  defign  againil  Jamaica, 
which  had  been  fo  often  adopted, 
and,  through  a  feemingly  peculiar 
fortune,  fo  often  laid  aflde  or  de¬ 
ferred,  was  now  revived  with  more 
vigour,  under  a  greater  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  with  a  more  allured  con¬ 
fidence  of  fuccefs,  than  ever.  The 
Spaniards  had  a  powerful  fleet, 
and  a  great  body  of  land  forces, 
in  the  iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and 
Cuba,  who  were  amply  furnilhed 
with  abundant  provifion  for  war, 
and  in  readinefs  to  join  the  Count 
de  Grade  in  the  attack  upon  that 
Illand.  The  naval  force  of  fhe  two 
crowns  in  the  Wed -Indies,  foon 
after  the  redudion  of  St.  KitFs. 
amounted  to  not  lefs  than  lixty 
fhips  of  the  line ;  and  their  land 
forces,  if  joined,  would  have  form¬ 
ed  a  confiderable  army.  Jamaica 
had  nothing  to  oppofe  to  this 
mighty  force,  but  fix  battalions  of 
regular  troops,  (which  mud  always 
be  conddered  on  Wed-India  fer- 
vice,  as  having  a  numerous  train 
of  ineffeSives)  and  the  militia  of 
the  illand.  The  high  fplrit  of  the 
inhabitants,  with  the  goodnefs  of 
the  troops,  and  the  great  natural 
drength  of  the  country,  joined  to 
the  effefls  of  the  climate  operat¬ 
ing  upon  the  mod  fevere  and  con¬ 
tinual  duty,  would,  however,  have 
rendered  the  conqued  a  matter  of 
the  greated  doubt  and  difficulty, 
and  the  war  exceedingly  tedious 
and  bloody.  But  in  all  events, 
the  ruin  of  the  illand,  and  the 
annihilation  of  its  immenfe  pro¬ 
perty,  mud  have  been  the  imme¬ 
diate  confequence  of  fo  arduous  a 
pondiff. 


The  arrival  of  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney  with  twelve  fail  of  the  line  at 
Barbadoes,  on  the  19th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  his  fubfequent  jundion 
with  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  fquadron, 
though  later  than  was  hoped,  and 
expe&ed,  and  too  late  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  illand  of  St.  Kitt’s, 
or  for  the  attainment  of  thofe 
great  objedls  which  might  polfibly 
have  been  within  reach,  had  it 
taken  place  during  the  refidance 
of  Brimdone-Hill,  was,  however, 
mod  fortunately  decreed,  to  break 
in  upon  the  thread  of  this  defign 
againd  Jamaica.  A  limiiar  piece 
of  good  fortune,  and  tending  to 
the  fame  object,  was  the  difader 
which  befel  M.  de  Guichen’s  fleet 
and  convoy,  after  the  fuccefsfui  at¬ 
tack  made  upon  the  latter  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfelat.  For  they  were 
fo  fhattered  and  difabled,  aimoA 
immediately  after  that  fird  mifad- 
venture,  by'  a  continued  fucceffion 
of  temjbeds  and  foul  weather,  that 
only  two  of  the  men  of  war,  with 
a  very  fmall  proportion,  if  any,  of 
the  convoy,  could  hold  on  their 
courfe  to  join  M.  de  Grade ;  and 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  were 
obliged  to  return  in  very^ad  con¬ 
dition  to  France.  It  feemed  in¬ 
deed,  under  the  eagernefs  and  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  prefent  war,  that  both 
France  and  England  would  fet 
even  the  feafons  at  defiance  in 
their  naval  enterprize  and  hofti- 
lity ;  but  both  nations,  upon  fe- 
veral  occafions,  paid  feverely  for 
their  temerity. 

I11  a  few  days  after  the  junction 
of  the  fquadrons  under  Sir  George 
Rodney  and  Admiral  Hood,  the 
fleet  was  farther  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  three  fhips  of  the  line 
from  England.  The  drd  objed 
§  with 
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with  the  Englifh  Admiral,  was  to 
intercept  a  fecond  convoy  from 
Erelt,  which  failed  from  that  place 
on  the  nth  of  February,  in  order 
to  fupply  the  failure  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  was  conveying  naval 
ftores,  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
all  other  fuppiies  to  the  Count  de 
Grade,  which  were  either  neceflary 
for  the  prefent  repair  and  fitting 
out  of  his  Beet,  or  for  the  further 
fupport  and  execution  of  the  great 
objedl  he  had  in  view.  For  this 
purpofe  he  difpofed  of  his  fleet  in 
a  line  to  windward  of  the  French 
iflands,  firetching  from  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  Defeada  to  that  of  St. 
Vincent ;  with  a  line  of  frigates 
ilili  farther  to  windward ;  thus 
covering  the  courfe  from  Europe 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
thought  impoflible  for  any  num¬ 
ber  of  fhips  in  company  to  avoid 
being  entangled  in  the  barrier. 
The  French  convoy  had,  how¬ 
ever,  the  addrefs,  by  making  the 
ifland  of  Defeada  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  getting  to  leeward  of  our 
Beet,  and  creeping  clofe  in  under 
the  land  of  Guadaloupe  and  Do- 

Tl/r  ,  i  minique,  to  efcape 
March  20th.  ,  1  \ 

the  danger,  and  to 

arrive  fafe  in  Fort-Royal  Bay 
where  they  found  the  Count  de 
Graffe  bufy  in  repairing  his  Blips, 
and  brought  him  the  means  of 
fpeedily  equipping  his  Beet  for  the 
new  intended  Service.  This  un¬ 
looked-for  difappointment  was  a 
fevere  check  to  the  hopes  of  the 
Britifh  admiral,  and  left  him  no¬ 
thing  farther  for  the  prefent  to  do, 
than  to  return  to  Gros  IBet  Bay,  in 
St.  Lucia,  there  to  refit  his  Blips, 
to  take  in  fuch  a  fupply  of  water. 
Bores  and  provifions,  as  would 
qualify  the  fleet  for  long  fervice, 
and  to  keep  a  Britt  watch,  by  the 
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means  of  his  frigates,  upon  the 
preparation  and  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  Fort-Royal  Bay;  tak¬ 
ing^  care,  above  all  things,  to  be 
ready  to  put  to  fea  at  the  inflant 
that  he  fhoufd  .receive  notice  of 
their  making  a  fimilar  difpo- 
Btion. 

The  objects  of  the  hoffile  com¬ 
manders  were  not  lefs  oppofite 
than  their  intereBs.  It  was  the 
bufmefs  and  defign  of  the  Count 
de  Graffe  to  avoid  fighting  by  all 
poBible  means,  until  he  had  formed 
a  junction  with  the  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets  at  Hifpaniola ;  when 
their  combined  force  would  have 
been  fo  vaflly  fuperior,  as  to  for¬ 
bid  every  attempt  on  the  fide  of 
England  by  fea,  to  obflrudl  their 
defigns  during  the  campaign.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  falvation  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  with  the  whole  for¬ 
tune  and  hope  of  the  war,  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  preventing  the  jundlion, 
or  at  leaft  their  bringing  on  a 
clofe  and  decilive  engagement 
with  the  Count  de  Graffe,  before 
it  took  place.  Such  were  the 
flakes  depending  upon  a  Biift  of 
wind,  upon  other  the  moft  ufual 
cafualties  of  weather,  and  upon 
the  numerous  accidents  and  dis¬ 
appointments  to  which  all  naval 
movements  and  operations  are 
peculiarly  liable.  Nothing  could 
be  more  periloufly  critical. 

The  Britifh  fleet  at  St.  Lucia 
amounted  to  36  Blips  of  the  line, 
t  he  force  under  M.  de  Graffe  at 
Martinique,  only  to  34.  We  ex¬ 
cept  from  the  latter  account,  two 
Blips  of  the  line  armed  en  flute, 
and  two  fifty-fours ;  the  former 
not  being  in  either  engagement, 
and  the  laft,  if  prefent,  adling 
only  as  frigates.  The  accounts 

vary 
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vary  greatly  as  to  the  number 
actually  engaged.  We  here  ad¬ 
here  to  the  written  order  for  the 
line  of  battle,  figned  by  M:  de 
Grade  himfelf,  and  which  feems 
confirmed  upon  an  eftimate  of  the 
general  teftimony.  The  French 
Feet  feems  to  have  been  rather 
over-manned,  (though  if  it  be  an 
error,  it  is  a  general  and  national 
one)  and  befides  a  full  comple¬ 
ment  of  Teamen,  had  near  '  6,000 
land  forces  on  board.  The  Ville 
de  Pails,  of  110  guns,  De  Grade’s 
own  Flip,  had  not  lefs  than  1,300 
men,  including  foldiers,  on  board ; 
and  the  French  feventy- fours  car¬ 
ried  900  men  each.  Their  metal 
is  always  heavier  than  that  of  the 
Englilh,  in  equal  rates;  but  fe¬ 
deral  of  tiieir  Flips  were  only-  in 
indifferent  condition.  The  Eng- 
lilh.  had  five  ninety-gun  Flips, 
which  was  their  higheft  rate ;  and 
the  French  had  eight  of  80  and  84 
guns  each,  befides  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  which  was  cenfidered  as 
the  pride  and  bulwark  of  their 
Feet.  So  that  upon  the  whole. 
If  an  exact  eftimate  were  made  of 
the  force  on  both  Tides,  oppofng 
fuperior  weight  of  metal  in  larger 
Flips,  and  a  much  greater  number 
of  men,  on  the  one,  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  better  condition,  two 
Flips  more  in  number,  and  a 
fomewhat  greater  number  of  guns, 
on  the  other,  the  comparative  ba¬ 
lance  would  probably  be  found 
tolerably  even,  and  it  would  ao- 
pear,  that  contending  fleets  dm 
not  often  happen  to  meet  upon 
more  equal  terms. 

The  van  of  the  EnpliFi  was 

i,  1 

v  commanded  by  Sir  Samuel  flood, 
the  centre  by,  Sir  George  Rodney, 
and  the  rear  by  Admiral  Francis 
JDrakc,  The  Flips  were  in  good 


condition;  and  perhaps  a  let  of 
more  brave  and  able  officers  were 
never  joined  in  the  command  of 
an  equal  number,  in  any  conflict. 
The  three  divifions  of  the  French 
Feet  were  commanded  by  the 
Count  de  GraFe,  M.  de  Vaudre- 
vil,  and  M.  dq  Bougainville, 
who  were  all  diFinguiFied  com¬ 
manders. 

The  French  fleet  began  to  turn 
out  of  the  harbour  at  Fort-Royal, 
by  the  break  of  day  on  the  8th  of 
April,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  protection,  all  bound  to  lee¬ 
ward,  and  intending  to  fall  down 
to  the  French  or  Spanifli  ports  in 
Hifpaniola.  But  as  M.  de  Graffie 
had  every  reafon  for  whiling  to 
avoid  any  encounter  on  his  pafl'age, 
inFead  of  puFiing,  as  his  courfe 
was,  direCtly  to  leeward,  which 
would  have  laid  him  open  to  the 
fair  and  unremitted  chace  of  his 
purfuers,  and  which  it  would 
have  been  impomble  to  evade  in  an 
open  fea,  with  fo  conftant  a  wind, 
he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to 
keep  clofe  in  under  the  iFands, 
until  he  had  eluded  the  purfuit. 
The  adoption  of  this  courfe  feem^ 
ed  to  prornife  many  advantages, 
1  he  French  being  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  coalts,  could  keep 
much  clofer  to  the  land  than  the 
Englilh  would  dare  to  adventure, 
and  keeping  the  convoy  between 
him  and  the  Fiore,  he  hoped  to 
throw  them  Off  entirely  to  leeward; 
the  feveral  channels  between  the 
iflands  were  likewife  better  known 
to  the  French  ;  and  thefe,  with 
the  great  diverftty  of  winds  and 
paffiages  which  they  afforded,  Teem¬ 
ed  to  hold  out  inexhauitible  means 
of  baffling  the  purfuit  of  an  ene¬ 
my*  _ 

’IJis  conduct,  however,  in  this 

buffnefs 
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bufinefs  has  been  queflioned,  and 
probably  without  due  confidera- 
tion,  on  two  grounds ;  firfl,  for 
putting  to  fea  at  all,  and  again, 
for  encumbering  himiclf  with  the 
convoy.  With  refpedl  to  the  firft, 
the  great  object  he  had  in  view, 
not  only  warranted  fome  hazard, 
but  perhaps  any  thing  fhort  of 
decihon ;  nor  could  his  inactivity 
at  that  time,  when  fo  great  a  force 
was  waiting  for  him  to  ieewara, 
and  the  hopes  of  both  nations  were 
fo  highly  raifed,  ever  be  juftified, 
either  to  his  country  or  to  the 
world.  The  arduous  iituation  of 
a  commander  in  chief,  obliges  him 
to  look  to  his  own  character,  and 
to  the  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
to  the  public  fervice.  Thofe  who 
know  danger  only  in  theory,  and 
who  are  little  informed  as  to  cir- 
cum dances,  are  feldom  merciful  in 
their  cenfure  or  opinion  of  a  com¬ 
mander,  who  is  fuppoied  to  mifs 
any  favourite  objeCt  through  the 
want  of  fighting.  Neither  was  he 
without  reafons  for  hoping,  that  if 
an  aCtion  fhould  take  place,  it  might 
have  been  rendered  partial  and  in- 
decifive.  As  to  the  convoy,  it  does 
not  feem  that  the  French  com¬ 
mander  could  have  been  at  all  war¬ 
ranted,  in  leaving  it  locked  up  in 
Fort-Royal  Bay. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  their  departure  from  that  bay, 
were  fo  fpeedily  communicated  by 
fignals  from  the  frigates  upon  the 
watch,  and  the  Englifh  fleet  were 
in  fuch  excellent  preparation,  that 
the  whole  were  clear  of  Grofs-Klet- 
Bay  by  noon,  and  purfued  them 
with  the  utmoft  expedition ;  fo  that 
the  French  gained  only  a  few  hours, 
by  being  mailers  of  the  time  of  de¬ 
parture.  This  unequalled  diligence. 


and  the  general  ardour,  which  it 
might  be  laid  added  wings  to  the 
fleet,  brought  them  within  fight  of 
the  enemy,  under  Dominique,  on 
that  very  night ;  and  they  afterwards 
regulated  the  purfuit  by  their  fignals. 

So  fudden  a  preflure  could  not 
have  been  expeCied  by  M.  de 
Graffe.  He,  howbver,  like  a  pre¬ 
pared  and  accomplilhed  comman¬ 
der,  immediately  fuited  himfelf  to 
the  emergency,  and  though  fight¬ 
ing  was  by  no  means  his  objeCl,  he 
formed  the  line  of  battle  to  wind¬ 
ward  betimes  in  the  mornings 
thereby  affording  an  opportunity 
to  his*  convoy  to  proceed  on  their 
courfe,  whilil  he  flood  to  abide  the 
confluences.  On  the  other  fide* 
Sir  George  Rodney  had  thrown 
out  fignals  foon  after  five  in  the  . 
morning  to  prepare  for  battle,  to 
form  the  line  at  two  cable  lengths 
diftance  afunder,  and  for  the  fhips 
to  fill  and  fland  on.  But  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet  lay  becalmed  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  under  the  high  lands 
of  Dominique,  while  the  enemy, 
who  were  farther  advanced  towards 
Gaudaloupe,  had  wind  enough  to 
enable  them  to  make  the  move¬ 
ments  we  have  (fated. 

The  breeze  at  length  reached 
the  van  of  the  Englilh  fleet,  and 
they  began  to  clofe  with  the  French 
centre,  whilft  their  own  centre  and 
rear  were  dill  becalmed.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  Count  de  Graffe  might 
(fill  have  avoided  an  engagement ; 
but  the  temptation  held  out  of 
falling  with  his  whole  weight  upon, 
and  entirely  crufhing  one  third  of 
his  enemy’s  force,  while  thus  fe- 
parated,  was  too  ftrong  to  be  well  re¬ 
filled.  The  adlion  com¬ 
menced  about  9’clock. 

The  attack  was  led  by  the  Royal 
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Oak,  Captain  Burnet,  and  fecond- 
ed  by  the  Alfred  and  the  Mon¬ 
tague,  with  the  moft  impetuous 
bravery.  The  whole  divilion  were 
in  a  few  minutes  clofely  engaged, 
and  for  more  than  an  hour  were 
exceedingly  prefled  by  the  great 
Superiority  of  the  enemy.  The 
Barfleur,  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  own 
Ihip,  had  at  one  time  feven,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  three  Ships  firing  upon  her; 
and  none  of  the  divifion  efcaped 
the  encounter  of  a  very  difpro- 
portionate  force.  Nothing  could 
be  more  glorious  than  the  firm  and 
effective  refiftance  with  which,  and 
without  once  fhrinking,  they  fuf- 
tained  all  the  efforts  of  fo  great  a 
faperiority. 

At  length,  and  by  degrees,  the 
leading  fhips  of  the  centre  were  en¬ 
abled  to  come  up  to  the  afliftance 
of  the  van,  Thefe  were  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Sir  George  Rodney  in 
the  Formidable,  with  his  two  fe- 
conds  the  Namur  and  Duke,  all 
of  90  guns;  who  made  and  Sup¬ 
ported  a  mod  tremendous  fire..  The 
gallantry  of  a  French  captain  of 
a  74  gun  Ship  in  the  rear,  who, 
oppofite  to  Prince  Rupert’s  Bay, 
having  backed  his  main  -  top  -  fail, 
Beadily  received  and  bravely  re¬ 
turned  the  fire  of  thefe  three  great 
fhips  in  fucceffion,  without  in  the 
lead  flinching  from  his  ftation,  ex¬ 
cited  the  highed  applaufe  and  ad¬ 
miration  of  his  enemies ;  and  one 
of  our  officers  could  not  refrain, 
under  the  immediate  impulfe  of 
his  enthufiafm,  from  calling  him  a 
«  Godlike  Frenchman”  in  a  let¬ 
ter  which  he  wrote  home  upon  the 
cccafion. 

The  coming  up  of  the  admiral, 
with  a  part  of  the  centre  divilion, 
rendered  the  fight  lefs  unequal; 
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and  M,  de  Grade,  notwithdanding 
his  dill  great  Superiority,  finding 
that  his  purpofe  had  failed  while 
the  van  was  engaged  fingly,  deter¬ 
mined,  by  changing  the  nature  of 
the  aflion,  to  prevent  its  now  be¬ 
coming  decifive.  The  command 
of  the  wind,  and  the  connected  date 
of  his  fleet,  enabled  him  to  execute 
this  defign,  and  to  keep  fuch  a  cau¬ 
tious  didance  during  the  remainder 
of  the  engagement,  as  was  evident¬ 
ly  intended  to  difable  our  fhips  as 
much  as  it  could  be  done,  without 
any  confiderable  hazard  on  his  own 
fide.  This  fort  of  firing,  which  was 
extremely  well  fupported  on  both 
fides,  and  produced  as  much  efietd 
as  the  didance  would  admit,  was 
continued  for  an  hour  and  three 
quarters  longer ;  during  all  which 
time,  the  red  of  the  fleet  was  held 
back  by  the  calms  and  baffling 
winds  under  Dominique.  Several 
of  our  officers  have  condemned  the 
failure'  of  enterprize  which  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  in 
not  exerting  their  fuperiority  with 
greater  effect  during  this  interval; 
but  it  is  poflible,  that  the  motives 
which  operated  with  the  French 
commander  did  not  come  within 
their  confideration. 

The  mortification  of  the  fixteen 
brave  officers  who  commanded  the 
fhips  in  the  rear,  and  who  were 
doomed  to  be  the  fpe&ators  of  fo 
unequal  a  combat,  without  hav¬ 
ing  it  in  their  power  to  fupport 
their  admiral  and  fellows,  is  much 
more  eafily  to  be  conceived  than 
defcribed.  About  twelve  o’clock, 
the  remaining  fhips  of  the  centre 
came  up,  and  the  rear  was  clofing 
the  line ;  upon  which  M.  de  Grade 
withdrew  his  fleet  from  the  action, 
and  evaded  all  the  efforts  of  the 
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Englifh  commanders  for  its  renew¬ 
al.  No  fea  battle  could  be  better 
fought  than  this  was  on  both  ftdes, 
fo  far,  at  leaft,  as  it  fuited  the 
views  of  the  commander  on  one  fide 
to  admit  of  dole  action  ;  nor  has  a 
more  tremendous  cannonade  been 
known  between  any  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  fhips.  The  French  com¬ 
mander,  notwithflanding  his  great 
fuperiority  at  all  times,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  in  his  Hrfb  action  with  the 
van,  failed  entirely  in  his  objcCt  ; 
and  his  fhips  received  much  more 
damage,  than  their  fire  produced 
on  the  other  fide.  Two  of  them 
were  fo  much  difabled,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  fleet, 
and  put  into  Guadaloupe,  by 
which  his  line  was  reduced  to 
thirty-two  fhips;  and  the  damage 
fuftained  by  others,  led  to  the 
fubfequent  adlion,  and  td  all  its 
decifive  confequences.  On  cur 
fide  the  Royal  Oak  and  Mon¬ 
tague  fuffered  extremely  ;  but  were 
ftill  capable  of  being  fo  far  repair¬ 
ed  at  fea,  as  not  to  be  under  a 
necefiity  of  quitting  the  fleet. 
Captain  Bayne  of  the  Alfred 
gallantly  fell  in  this  adtion. 

~  The  fleet  lay  to,  on  the  night 
of  the  9th,  to  repair  their  damages ; 
and  the  following  day  was  princi¬ 
pally  fpent  in  refitting,  in  keeping 
the  wind,  and  in  tranfpofing  the 
rear  and  the  van,  the  former  of 
which  not  having  been  in  the  late 
action,  was  neceflarily  fitter  for 
the  adive  fervice  of  that  divifion. 
Both  fleets  kept  turning  up  .  to 
windward,  in  the  channel  which 
feparates  the  iflands  of  Dominique 
and  Guadaloupe.  It  was  con- 
itantly  in  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  come  to  adion  whenever  they 
pleafed,  as  they  were  always  to 
windward ;  while  it  was  impoffible 


for  the  Englifh  admiral  to  force 
them,  entangled  as  his  fleet  was 
between  thole  iflands,  and  a  little 
duller  of  fmail  ones,  called  the 
Saints,  with  the  wind  againll 
him. 

On  the  1  ith  the  enemy  had  got 
fo  far  to  windward  as  to  weather 
Guadaloupe,  and  had  gained  fuch 
a  difiance,  that  the  body  of  their 
fleet  could  only  be  defcried  from 
the  mads  heads  of  our  centre.  All 
hope  of  being  able  to  come  up  with 
them  feemed  now  at  an  end ;  and 
it  was  faid  to  have  become  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  deliberation  on  our  fide* 
whether  to  continue  a  chace,  which 
appeared  to  be  hopelefs,  or  at 
once  to  pufh  to  leeward,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  before  them  at  their 
rendezvous  ? 

In  this  critical  flate  of  things, 
fo  highly  interefting  to  both  fides* 
two  of  the  French  fhips,  which 
had  received  damage  in  the  late 
adtion,  were  perceived,  about  noon, 
to  fall  ofi*  confiderably  from  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  to  leeward.  This 
welcome  fight,  immediately  pro¬ 
duced  fignals  for  a  general  chace 
from  the  Britiih  admiral,  and 
again  renewed,  throughout  the 
fleet,  the  hope  of  coming  up  with 
the  enemy.  The  purfuit  was  fa 
vigorous,  that  the  Agamemnon* 
and  fome  others  of  the  headmofi: 
of  the  Britiih  line,  were  coming 
up  fo  fall  with  thefe  fhips,  that 
they  would  have  been  affuredly 
cut  off  before  evening,  if  their 
fignals  for  afliftance,  and  evident 
danger,  had  not  induced  M.  de 
Graffe,  to  bear  down  with  his 
whole  fleet  to  their  afliftance. 

This  fpirited  movement  brought 
things  precifely  to  that  fituation, 
which  our  commanders  had  fo  ar¬ 
dently  fought,  and  fo  little  ex¬ 
pected. 
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pefted.  It  was  now  impoffible  for 
the  enemy  to  avoid  fighting ;  but 
the  evening  being  too  far  advan¬ 
ced,  that  final  decifion  was  poft- 
poned  to  the  morning  The  pur- 
fuing  fhips  fell  back  into  their  fta- 
tions ;  a  clofe  line  was  immediate¬ 
ly  formed,  and  a  moil  mallerly 
difpofition  of  the  Britilh  fleet  ex¬ 
hibited  ;  while  fuch  manoeuvres 
were  praclifed  in  the  night,  as 
were  neceflarv,  at  leak,  to  pre- 
ferve  things  in  their  prefent  date, 
and  might  poffibly  produce  cafual 
advantage.  The  wind  generally 
bawls  to  the  northwards  towards 
evening  in  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
and  to  make  the  moil;  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  our  fleet  flood  to  the 
fouthward  until  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  then  tacked  with  their 
heads  to  the  northward.  On  the 
other  fide,  the  enemy  being  fenfi- 
hle  that  the  die  was  now  caft, 
prepared  with  the  greateft  refolu- 
tion  for  battle,  and  only  confider- 
ed  how  to  abide  the  iffue  with 
the  befl  grace  and  countenance 
poffible. 

The  fcene  of  aflion  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  moderately  large  bafon 
of  water,  lying  between  the  iflands 
of  Guadaloupe,  Dominique,  the 
Saints,  and  Marigalante  ;  ‘and 
bounded  both  to  windward  and 
leeward  by  very  dangerous  fliores. 
The  hoftile  fleets  met  upon  op- 
pofite  tacks.  The  battle  com¬ 
menced  about  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  continued  with 
unremitting  fury  until  near  the 
fame  hour  in  the  evening.  Ad¬ 
miral  Drake,  vvhofe  divifion  led 
to  aflion,  gained  the  greateft  ap- 
plaufe  and  the  higheft  honour,  by 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  effed  with  which 
he  returned,  the  fire  of  the  whole 


French  line.  His  leading  fhip 
the  Marlborough,  Captain  Penny* 
was  peculiarly  diftinguifhed.  She 
received  and  returned,  at  the  near- 
eft  diftances,  the  firft  fire  of  twenty 
three  French  fhips  of  war ;  and 
had  the  fortune  only  to  have  three 
men  killed,  and  fixteen  wounded. 

The  lignal  for  clofe  fighting 
had  from  the  firft  been  thrown 
out,  and  was,  without  a  fingle  ex¬ 
ception,  pundually  obferved.  The 
line  was  formed  at  only  a  cable 
length’s  diftance.  Our  fhips,  as 
they  came  up,  ranged  {lowly  and 
clofely  along  the  enemy’s  line, 
and  clofe  under  their  lee,  where 
they  gave  and  received  a  mo  ft  tre¬ 
mendous  .fire.  They  were  fo  near, 
that  every  fhot  took  place ;  and 
the  French  fhips  being  fo  full  of 
men,  the  carnage  in  them  was 
prodigious.  We  may  form  fome 
opinion  of  the  havock  that  was 
made,  from  the  Formidable,  Sir 
George  Rodney’s  fhip,  firing  near 
fourfeore  broadsides ;  and  we 
may  well  believe  that  fhe  was  not 
Angular.  The  French  flood  and 
returned  this  dreadful  fire  with 
the  utmoft  gallantry ;  and  both 
fides  fought,  as  if  the  fate  and 
the  honour  of  their  refpeftive 
countries  were  flaked  upon  the  if- 
fue  of  that  fingle  day. 

About  noon,  or  not  long  after. 
Sir  George  Rodney,  in  the  For¬ 
midable,  with  his  feconds  the  Na¬ 
mur  and  Duke,  and  immediately 
fupported  by  the  Canada,  bore  di¬ 
rectly,  with  full  fail,  athwart  the 
enemy’s  line,  and  fuccefsfully 
broke  through  it,  about  three 
fhips  iliort  of  the  centre,  where 
M.  de  GralTe  commanded  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris.  Being  followed 
and  nobly  fupported  by  the  fhips 
a- item  of  his  divifion,  he  wore 

round 
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round  upon  his  heel,  and  thus 
doubling  upon  the  enemy,  and 
doling  up  with  their  centre,  com¬ 
pleted  the  reparation  of  their  line, 
an-d  threw  them  into  inextricable 
confulion.  This  bold  pufh  decid¬ 
ed  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The 
French,  hbwever,  continued  If  ill 
to  light'  with  the  ucmod  bravery, 
and  the  battle  laded  till  funfet  ; 
which  in  thole  latitudes  is  almoft 
immediately  fucceeded  by  dark- 
nefs. 

The  indant  that  the  admiral 
wore,  after  breaking  through  the 
enemy’s  line,  he  threw  out  a  fig- 
nal  for  the  van  to  tack  ;  and  this 
being  as  immediately  complied 
with  by  Admiral  Drake,  our  fleet 
thereby  got  to  windward  of  the 
enemy,  and  completed  the  general 
confulion.  The  French  van  bore 
away  to  leeward,  in  an  endeavour 
to  reform  their  broken  line  ;  but 
this  they  were  never  able  to  ac- 
complilh;  the  difmay  and  diior- 
der  in  that  part  of  their  line  a- 
ilern,  was  irretrievable.  Sir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood’s  divifion  had  been 
long  becalmed,  and  thereby  kept 
our  of  adlion  ;  the  coming  up  now 
of  his  leading  fhips,  and  a  part  of 
his  centre,  as  far  at  lead  as  the 
Barfleur,  which  he  commanded 
himielf,  ferved  to  render  the  vic¬ 
tory  more  decifive  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  ruin  greater  on  the  other. 

The  broken  date  of  the  French 
fleet,  neceifarily  expoied,  in  fome 
indances,  a  few  fhips  to  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  a  greater  number;  and 
the  extent  of  the  adtion,  with 
the  darknefs  and  uncertainty  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fmoke,  afforded 
even  opportunities,  which  might 
have  been  lets  expedled,  for  fugle 
comhat.  The  Canada  of  74.  guns. 
Cape  Cornwallis,  took  the  French 
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Hedlor,  of  the  fame  force,  fingle 
hand.  Captain  Ingleiield,  in  the 
Centaur  of  74  guns,  came  up  from 
the  rear,  to  the  attack  of  the  Ce- 
far,  of  74  likevvife.  Both  fhips 
were  yet  irefh  and  unhurt,  and  a 
mod  gallant  adtion  took  place  ; 
but  though  the  French  captain 
had  evidently  much  the  word  of 
the  combat,  he  dill  difdained  to 
yield.  Three  ocher  fhips  came 
up  luccedively,  and  he  bore  to  be 
torn  almod  to  pieces  by  their  fire. 
His  courage  was  inflexible  ;  he  is 
laid  to  have  nailed  his  colours  to 
the  mad,  and  his  death  only  couid 
put  an  end  to  the  conted.  When 
die  druck,  her  mad  went  over¬ 
board,  and  fhe  had  not  a  foot  of 
canvas  without  a  fhot-hole.  The 
Glorieux  likevvife  fought  nobly  ; 
and  did  not  drike,  until  her  mads, 
bow  fprit,  and  enfign  were  fliot 
away.  The  Engliin  Ardent,  of 
64  guns,  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  near  Plymouth,  was  now 
retaken,  either  by  the  Belliqueux, 
or  the  Bedford.  The  Diadem,  a 
French  74  gun  fhip,  went  down 
by  a  fingle  broadfide,  which  fome 
accounts  attribute  to  the  Formida¬ 
ble  ;  it  has  alfo  been  faid,  that 
fhe  was  led  in  a  generous  exertion 
to  fave  her  Admiral. 

M.  de  Grade  was  nobly  fup- 
borted,  even  after  the  line  was 
broken,  and  until  the  diforder 
and  confufion  became  irremediable 
towards  evening,  by  the  fhips  that 
were  near  him.  His  two  feconds, 
the  Languedoc  and  Couronne, 
were  particularly  didinguifhed  ; 
and  the  former  narrowly  efcaped 
being  taken,  in  her  lad  efforts  to 
extricate  the  admiral.  The  Ville 
de  Paris,  after  being  already  much 
battered,  was  clofely  laid  along 
[*0]  fide 
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fide  by  the  Canada  ;  and  in  a  def- 
perate  aClion  of  near  two  hours, 
was  reduced  almoft  to  a  wreck. 
Captain  Cornwallis  was  fo  intent 
in  his  defign  upon  the  French  ad¬ 
miral,  that  without  taking  poffef- 
tion  of  the  Hcflor,  he  left  her  to 
be  picked  up  by  a  frigate,  while 
he  pulhed  on  to  the  Ville  de  Paris. 
It  feemed  as  if  M.  de  Graffs  was 
determined  to  fink,  rather  than 
ftrike  to  any  thing  under  a  flag ; 
but  he  likewife  undoubtedly  con- 
fidered  the  fatal  effe&s  which  the 
ilriking  of  his  flag  might  pro¬ 
duce  on  the  red  of  the  fleet.  Other 
fhips  came  up  in  the  heel  of  the 
adion  with  the  Canada ;  but  he 
Hill  held  out.  At  length  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  came  up  in  the 
Barfleur,  jult  almoft  at  funfet,  and 
poured  in  a  raoft  tremendous  and 
deflruClive  fire,  which  is  faid  to  have 
killed  flxty  men  outright ;  but  M. 
de  Graffe,  wifhing  to  fignalize,  as 
much  as  poflible,  the  lofs  of  fo 
fine  and  fo  favourite  a  fhip,  en¬ 
dured  the  repetitions  of  this  fire 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
longer.  He  then  flruck  his  flag 
to  the  Barfleur,  and  fufrendered 
hinifelf  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood.  It 
was  faid,  that  at  the  time  the 
Ville  de  Paris  flruck,  there  were 
but  three  men  left  alive  and  un¬ 
hurt  on  the  upper  deck,  and  that 
the  Count  de  Grafle  was  one  of 
the  three. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fea  has  not 
often  exhibited  a  more  noble  na¬ 
val  and  military  contefl ;  and  if  we 
were  difpofed  to  adopt  the  found¬ 
ing  language  fometimes  ufed  on 
the  continent,  it  might  be  faid, 
without  much  extravagance  of 
hyperbole,  that  miracles  and  pro¬ 
digies  of  valour  were  performed  on 
both  Tides,  The  Cefar*  which  was 
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one  of  the  befl  fhips  in  the  French 
fleet,  was  unfortunately  fet  on 
Are,  and  blew  up  in  the  night  of 
the  a&ion.  This  happened  thro* 
the  inordinate  behaviour  of  the 
French  prifoners,  who  throwing 
off  all  obedience  to  their  officers 
from  the  time  fhe  flruck,  and  find¬ 
ing  the  Englifh  on  board  too  few 
in  number  effectually  to  reftrain 
their  ill  conduCl,  were  guilty  of 
the  greateft  enormities.  A  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  fifty  Englifh  ieamen, 
perifhed  with  about  400  prifoners. 

The  advantage  of  clof'e  fighting 
with  Englifh  fhips  and  feamen, 
was  never  more  happily  exempli-' 
fied,  or  more  uemonflrably  fhewn, 
than  in  this  addon.  The  lofs  of 
men  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy  was 
prodigious.  Three  thoufand  are 
laid  to  have  perifhed  every  way, 
and  double  that  number  to  have 
been  wounded.  We  are  far  from 
confidering  thefe  eflimates  as  en¬ 
tirely  accurate,  and  the  latter,  in 
particular,  is  probably  t©o  large  t 
but  it  is  undoubted,  that  there  were 
more  men  killed  in  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  in  fome  other  Angle 
French  fhips,  than  in  the  whole 
Englifh  line.  The  fhips  likewife 
Buffered  extremely,  and  the  fleet 
in  general  was  little  lefs  than  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  while,  on  the  other  fide,  a 
fquadron  of  Britifh  fhips  were 
frefh  and  fit  for  adion  at  the  clofe 
of  the  day.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  fmall  fuperiority  as  to  the 
number  of  fhips  on  the  Englifh 
fide,  did  not  contribute  any  thing 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day  ;  as  more 
fhips  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  divi- 
fion,  than  that  difference  amount¬ 
ed  to,  were  held  back  through  the 
want  of  wind,  from  coming  into 
addon.  It  would  be  of  little  avail, 
and  entirely  befide  our  purpofe, 

to 
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to  attempt  any  enquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  that  iuperiority  which 
Britilh  feamen  polfefs  in  clofe 
figut ;  but  the  fa£t  feems  to  be  efta- 
biifheci. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet  was  wonderfully  fmall,  con- 
fidering  the  length  and  violence 
of  the  battle,  the  prodigioufnels 
of  the  fire,  the  nearnefs  of  the 
combatants,  and  the  obilinate  bra¬ 
very  of  the  enemy.  The  whole 
number  killed  and  wounded,  in 
the  two  adtions  of  the  9th  and 
1 2th  (for  no  feparate  lifts  have 
been  given)  amounted  only  to 
1050,  of  which  253  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  the  flain  in  the  Ville  de  Paris 
only,  was  laid  to  amount,  at  leak, 
to  aoo.  The  brave  Captain  Blair 
of  the  Ar^fon,  who,  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  had  molt  gallantly 
fought  the  Dolphin  againlt  the 
Dutch,  in  the  North-Sea  adlion 
under  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  fell 
glorioufly  on  this  day.  The  lofs 
of  Lord  Robert  Manners,  fon  of 
the  late  Marquis  of  Granby,  and 
brother  to  the  Duke  of  PvUtland, 
was  univerfally  lamented  by  the 
nation  as  well  as  the  navy.  That 
gallant  young  nobleman,  in  the 
command  of  the  Refolution  of  74. 
guns,  had  been  highly  diftinguilh- 
ed  during  the  war,  by  a  feries  of 
the  moft  brilliant  actions  ;  and 
being  mofl  grievoufly  wounded  in 
this  battle,  (though  with  fair  hopes 
of  recovery  from  the  excellency  of 
his  conflitution)  was,  to  the  great 
lofs  of  his  country  and  the  fervice, 
carried  off  by  a  locked  jaw,  a  few 
days  after,  on  his  paflage  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

Thirty-fix  chefts  of  money,  def- 
tined  to  the  pay  and  fubflftence  of 
the  troops  in  the  defigned  invaflon 
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of  Jamaica,  were  found  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris.  The  peculiar  cir- 
cumflances  of  that  Ihip,  with  re- 
fpecl  to  her  name  and  origin,  as 
well  as  her  greatnefs  and  beauty, 
rendered  her  a  prize  not  a  little 
flattering  to  the  vigors.  She  had 
been  a  prefent  from  the  city  of 
Paris  to  Lewis  the  15th,  in  that 
fallen  Hate  of  the  French  marine, 
which  prevailed  towards  the  ciofe 
of  the  former  ruinous  war,  fuf- 
tained  by  that  nation  againft  Eng¬ 
land.  No  pains  or  expence  were 
fpared,  to  render  the  gift  .worthy 
of  that  great  city,  anT  of  the 
monarch  to  whom  it  was  prefent- 
ed ;  fo  that  flie  was  faid  to  have 
coil  176,000  1.  flerling,  in  her 
building  and  fitting  out  for  fea. 
It  feemed  to  be  a  Angular  fortune, 
that  the  whole  train  of  artillery, 
with  the  battering  cannon,  and 
travelling  carriages,  intended  for 
the  attack  on  Jamaica,  happened 
to  be  on  board  the  fhips  which  were 
now  taken. 

As  it  grew  dark,  the  admiral 
thought  it  neceflary,  in  order  to 
keep  the  fleet  coliedled,  to  fecure 
the  prizes,  and  to  afford  time  for 
enquiring  into  the  ftate  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  {hips  that  had  fuffer- 
ed  in  the  action,  to  bring  to  for 
the  night.  The  routed  enemy 
made  off  to  leeward,  in  the  great- 
eft  diforder  and  confufion  ;  and 
were  totally  out  of  fight  in  the 
morning.  The  rout  and  difmay  had 
been  continued  and  increafed,  by 
the  clofe  purfuit  of  Commodore 
Affleck  in  the  Bedford,  and  iome 
other  of  the  Britifh  fhips,  who 
kept  an  unceafing  fire  upon  them 
until  it  was  quite  dark.  Some 
ran  down  for  fhelter  and  relief  to 
the  Dutch  ifland  of  Cura£oa ; 
which  was  but  in  indifferent  con- 
[*Q]  a  dition 
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ditioa  for  affording  either.  The 
greater  part,  however,  under  Mon- 
fieurs  de  Bougainville,  and  de  Vau- 
drevil,  keeping  together  in  a  body, 
made  the  belt  of  their  way  to  Cape 
Francois.  It  was  evident,  that  a 
few  hours  longer  day-light  would 
have  produced  the  deftruction  of  the 
Whole  French  fleet. 

Sir  George  Rodney  attempted 
to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  ;  but  the  fleet 
was  becalmed  under  Guadaloupe 
for  three  days  fucceilively  after  the 
battle,  which  afforded  the  molt 
happy  opportunity  that  could  hap¬ 
pen  for  the  efcape  of  the  enemy. 
The  admiral  having  at  length  ex¬ 
amined  the  bays  and  harbours  of 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  be¬ 
ing  fatisfled  that  they  were  gone 
to  leeward,  difpatched  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  (  whofe  diviflon,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  being  in  the  rear, 
and  coming  up  late,  had  buffered 
but  little  in  the  battle)  to  the  weft 
end  of  St.  Domingo,  or  Hifpaniola, 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  able 
to  pick  up  fome  of  their  difabled 
fhips  ;  he  himfelf  following  with 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  under  an  eafy 
fail,  in  order  to  rejoin  him  off  Cape 
Ti  hereon. 

Succefsful,  glorious,  and  high¬ 
ly  important  in  its  confequences 
as  this  a&kn  was,  yet  it  did  not 
pafs  entirely  free  from  a  certain 
degree  of  criticlfm  and  cenfure. 
It  has  been  faid,  both  in  the  fer- 
vice  and  out,  that  if  the  enemy 
had  been  inftantly  purfued,  when 
they  ran  to  leeward  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  fleet  would  thereby  have 
efcaped  the  calm  which  detained 
it  fo  long  under  Guadaloupe,  and 
that;  very  few,  if  any,  of  the 
French  fhips  could  have  efcaped  ; 
whereby,  they  fay,  the  battle 


would  have  held  a  foremoft  place 
among!!  thofe  the  molt  glorious, 
and  the  moft  happily  decifive  in 
their  confequences,  that  are  re¬ 
corded  in  hiftory.  Without  en¬ 
tering  into  the  merits  of  a  ques¬ 
tion,  of  which  we  cannot  be  coin- 
♦  petent  judges,  it  may  in  general 
be  obferved,  that  great  and  fignal 
fervice  fliould  be  received  with 
gratitude,  in  whatever  way,  with¬ 
out  diihonour,  it  is  performed  ; 
that  too  ftrhft  a  Scrutiny  in  Fuch 
cafes  feems  invidious  ;  for  that  ail 
human  adtion  is  liable  to  fault  and 
to  error  ;  but  that  where  the  good 
greatly  predominates,  it  fhould 
fpread  like  gold  m  fully  covering 
over  the  imperfedlion.  Things 
will  appear  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view  upon  a  cool  retro- 
fpedt,  and  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumftances  on  both 
fides,  from  what  they  would  to 
the  fame  perfons,  under  all  the 
circumftances  and  imprefilons,  the 
doubt,  hurry,  uncertainty,  and 
even  abfolute  ignorance  as  to  many 
eftential  matters,  incident  to  a 
long-fought,  arduous,  and  exten- 
five  naval  battle.  The  old  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  lookets  on  at 
gamefters,  though  greatly  infe¬ 
rior  in  knowledge  and  judgment, 
will  eaftly  perceive  thofe  blots  and 
errors,  which  pafs  unnoticed  by 
the  parties  Immediately  concerned, 
will  apply  with  equal  juftnefs,  to 
thofe  who  light,  and  to  thofe  who 
talk  or  judge  of  battles. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  proceeded  on 
the  execution  of  his  commiffion 
with  fuch  alacrity  and  difpatch, 
that  on  the  very  day 
after  his  departure  ]9tn* 

from  the  fleet,  he  deferied  five  fail 
of  French  veflels,  in  the  Mona 
paftage,  which  feparates  the  ifiand 
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of  Porto  Rico  from  Hifpaniola. 
A  general  chace  immediately  en¬ 
dued  ;  and  after  feveral  hours  pur- 
fuit,  the  Valiant  and  Magnifi¬ 
cent,  of  74  guns  each,  having  far 
outfailed  the  reft  of  the  Iquadron, 
came  up  with,  and  after  a  fhort 
engagement  took,  the  Jafon  and 
Caton,  French  ihips  of  war  of  64 
guns  each,  together  with  two  of 
the  frigates  which  were  in  their 
company.  The  third  frigate,  when 
upon  the  point  of  being  taken, 
had  the  fortune  to  efcape,  by  an 
unexpected  fhift  of  wind  in  her 
favour.  The  two  French  fhips  of 
the  line  loft  a  number  of  men, 
and  fufrered  greatly  otherwife  in 
this  fhort  adtion  ;  while  the  lofs 
in  the  two  Englifti  Ihips  was  very 
trifling. 

Thus  the  enemy  loft  eight  fhips 
of  the  line  by  the  late  aCtion;  fix 
of  thefe  were  in  the  poiTefiion  of 
the  Englifn,  one  had  been  funk, 
and  the  Cefar  blown  up  after  her 
capture.  Four  other  of  their  fhips 
had  got  into  Cura^oa,  and  the 
French  commanders  were  for  fe¬ 
veral  weeks  totally  ignorant  of  their 
fate;  fo  that  no  lels  tlun  twelve 
fail  of  their  line  was  miffing,  and 
for  any  thing  that  was  yet  known, 
the  whole  were  either  loft  or  taken. 

Sir  bamuel  Hood  joined  the 
fleet  off  Cape  Tiberoon  ;  and  the 
enemy  having  now  no  force  to 
windward.  Sir  George  Rodney 
proceeded  with  the  dilabled  fhips 
and  the  prizes  to  Jamaica  ;  as 
well  for  their  repair,  as  for  the 
greater  fecurity  of  the  iftand,  if 
the  combined  enemy  lhould  Hill 
venture  to  make  any  attempt  to¬ 
wards  the  profecution  of  their  for¬ 
mer  defign.  He  arrived  there  by 
jhe  end  of  April  ;  and  nothing 


could  be  more  glorious,  or  more 
flattering  to  human  nature,  than 
the  real  triumph,  though  without 
its  antient  oftenfive  and  odious 
forms,  which  he  enjoyed  upon 
that  occafion.  The  inhabitants  of 
that  ifland,  which  had  been  fo 
long  marked  out  for  war  and  ruin, 
and  menaced  by  a  preparation  and 
force  fo  vaft,  as  had  hitherto  been 
unknown  in  the  new  world,  not 
only  faw  tbemfelves  at  once  freed 
from  the  danger,  but  beheld  the 
principal  commander  of  that  ar¬ 
mament  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  great  an  objeft  of  their 
terror,  himfelf  brought  a  prifoner 
into  the  intended  feene  ofhisnof- 
tility  and  conqueft,  and  accompa¬ 
nied  by  fix  of  thofe  capital  fhips, 
now  under  Englifh  colours  and 
command,  which  had  fo  lately 
been  the  deftined  inftruments  of 
their  deftruCtion. 

Indeed  the  fortune  of  Sir  George  . 
Rodney  had  been  peculiarly  fin- 
gular,  as  well  as  highly  glorious 
in  the  prefent  war.  Within  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  two  years,  he  had 
given  a  fevere  blow  to  each  of  our 
three  powerful  and  dangerous  ene¬ 
mies,  the  French,  Spaniards  and 
Dutch.  He  had  taken  an  admiral 
of  each  nation ;  a  circumftance 
perhaps  unequalled.  He  had,  in 
that  time,  added  twelve  line  of 
battle  Flips,  all  taken  from  the 
enemy,  to  the  Britifh  navy ;  and 
deftroyed  five  more  And  to  ren¬ 
der  the  whole  ftill  more  fingularly 
remarkable,  the  Vide  de  Paris  is 
faid  to  be  the  only  firft  rate  man  of 
war  that  ever  was  taken,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  port,  by  any  commander 
of  any  nation.  It  would  not  be 
eafy,  after  1'uch  inftances,  confi- 
dered  in  all  their  circumftances, 
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to  deny  that  fortune  has  her  pecu¬ 
liar  favourites. 

The  admiral  had  left  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  with  about  twenty-live 
fhips  of  the  line,  to  keep  the  fea, 
and  watch  the  motions  of  the  com¬ 
bined  enemy  at  Hifpaniola.'  For 
they  were  Fill  formidable  both  by 
fea  and  land,  at  lead  with  relpedl 
to  numbers  and  appearance.  The 
Spaniards  had  16  Flips  of  the  line, 
and  about  8000  troops,  at  Cape 
Francois  ;  feveral  French  men  of 
war,  of  the  fame  defcription,  and 
on  the  fame  delign,  had  been 
through  the  year  upon  that  Na¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  remains  of  the  Count 
de  Grade’s  fleet,  which  were  now 
collected  there  under  Vaudrevil, 
amounted  to  twenty- three  fail  of 
the  line.  But  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  was  now  no  more.  The  ate 
blow  was  too  fevere  to  be  foon  for¬ 
gotten  ;  and  the  parties  who  had 
felt  any  part  of  its  weight,  were 
neither  difpofed  or  in  condition 
for  farther  exertion.  All  their  de¬ 
signs  upon  Jamaica  were  accord¬ 
ingly  given  up  by  both  nations. 
The  Spaaifh  fleet  and  troops  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Kavanna  ;  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  French  fhips  of  war 
came  home  with  convoys  ;  and  the 
Count  de  Vaudrevil,  with  the 
remainder,  amounting  to  thirteen 
fail  of  the  line,  proceeded  to  North- 
America  ;  but  more  to  evade  the 
hurricane  feafon,  to  recover  his 
men,  and  to  repair  or  iupply  his 
fhips,  than  with  a  view  to  any  ac¬ 
tive  fervice. 

This  happy  naval  victory,  great 
in  itfelf,  and  rendered  greater  by 
the  critical  nature  of  the  time, 
not  only  fecured  our  remaining 
pofTeffions,  but  might  be  laid  to 
dole  the  WeF-India  war  ;  nothing 


of  confequence  being  afterwards 
undertaken  on  either  fide  in  that 
quarter.  It  was  of  Fill  greater 
importance  in  its  general  effects, 
from  that  fudden  and  unexpected 
change  it  produced  in  our  Ftua- 
tion,  from  the  high  reputation 
which  fo  extraordinary  and  fuc- 
cefsful  an  exertion  afforded,  at  an 
inFant  when  we  feerned  to  be 
nearly  overwhelmed  as  well  as 
furrounded  by  our  numerous  and 
powerful  enemies,  and  by  the  ad¬ 
ditional  weight  it  gave  us  as  a 
nation,  whether  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  peacp,  or  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  profecution  of  the  war. 

Admiral  Pigot  having  arrived 
from  England  to  fucceed  Sir 
George  Rodney  on  the  Weft-India 
Fation,  that  commander  failed 
from  Jamaica  in  the  beginning  of 
AuguF,  on  his  way  home  to  the 
enjoyment  of  thofe  honours,  which 
were  the  due  reward  of  his  fer- 
vices.  For  he  had  been  created 
an  EngliFi  peer,  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Rodney,  immediately  upon 
the  fir  It  account  being  received  of 
the  late  victory.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
was  likewiie  honoured  with  an 
Irifli  peerage.  Admiral  Drake, 
whole  condudt  and  gallantry  had 
fo  admirably  feconded  the  views 
of  his  commander  in  obtaining  the 
late  vi&ory,  together  with  Com¬ 
modore  Affleck,  who  h^d  been 
highly  diffinguifhed  in  both  ac¬ 
tions,  were  honoured  witn  baro¬ 
netages.  Thus  honours,  in  the 
prefent  inFance,  held  their  due 
courfe  ;  becoming  the  prizes  of 
valour,  good  conauft,  and  flgnaj, 
fervice. 

North- America  afforded  no  mili¬ 
tary  tranfaVion  of  any  confequence 
during  this  period,  The  oppo- 
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fite  armies  at  New  York  and  in 
its  neighbourhood,  were  To  nearly 
balanced  with  refpeCt  to  force,  and 
to  the  rtrength  of  their  refpe&ive 
poib  and  defences,  that  little  room 
for  enterprize  was  left  on  either 


fide.  This  rtate  of  inactivity  was 
happily  confirmed,  by  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
againrt  the  American  war,  and 
the  fubfequent  negociations  for 
peace. 


CHAP.  X. 


Minorca,  Siege  of  Fort  Si.  Philip.  Fatal  progrefs  of  the  /curvy  and 
other  diforders  in  the  garrifon.  Weaknefs  in  point  of  number.  Succefsful 
attack  on  the  Duke  de  Cr  Mon’s  head -quarters  at  Cape-Mola.  Powder 
magazine  blown  up,  bomb  battery  defroyed ,  and  a  Jhip  funk ,  by  the  fire 
from  the  fort  refs.  Garrifon  being  reduced  by  ficknefs ,  General  Murray 

fubmits  to  the  neceffity  of  a  capitulation.  Humanity  and  tendernefs  of  the 
enemy  to  the  fick.  Coafis  of  theje  kingdoms  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington  fails  with  a  fquadron-to  the  Bay,  and  falls  in  with  a 
French  convoy.  Captain  “Jarvis  takes  the  Pegafe  of  74  guns.  Mofl  of 
the  convoy  taken.  L’  Adlionaire ,  of  64  guns ,  taken  by  Capt.  Maitland . 
Lord  Howe  fails  to  the  coafi:  of  Holland.  Dutch  fleet  returns  to  the  Voxel 
upon  his  approach.  Combined  fleets ,  in  their  way  from  Cadiz,  fall  in 
with  the  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  convoy ,  and  take  fever al  veffels . 
Combined  fleets  approach  the  channel.  Lord  Hovoe  fails ,  with  a  very 
inj'erior  force ,  to  protefl  the  great  Jamaica  convoy.  Enemy  return  to 
port ,  without  ejfediing  a.  j undiion  with  the  Dutch,  or  being  able  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  convoy.  Preparations  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Royal  George 
man  of  war  lofl  at  Portfmouth  ;  Admiral  Kempenfeldt ,  fever  al  officers , 
with  a  great  number  of  people,  unfortunately  perijb.  Lord  Howe  fails 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar .  State  of  that  fortrefs.  V aft  preparations , 
by  fea  and  land,  for  its  attack,  by  the  combined  fleets  and  armies  of  France 
and  Spain.  Confidence  placed  in  the  nevo  conflrudied  battering  Jhips  con¬ 
trived  by  the  Chevalier  de  Arcon.  Some  account  of  thofe  formidable  ma¬ 
chines.  Arrival  of  the  French  Princes  of  the  blood  in  the  camp  before 
Gibraltar.  Letters  between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  General  Elliot . 
Unexpected  and  violent  cannonade  and  bombardment  from  the  garrifon ,  by 
which  the  enemy’ s  works  f iff er  greatly.  Violent  fire  on  the  fortrefs.  Com¬ 

bined  fleets  arrive  at  Algeziras.  Grand  attack.  Dreadful  cannonade 
and  bombardment ,  from  the  lines,  the  battering  Jhips,  and  the  garrifon , 
Admiral’ s  fljip  and  another,  at  length  Jet  on  fire,  and  blow  up  in  the 
night.  General  conflagration.  Ext  aor dinary  exertions  of  gallantry  and 
humanity ,  difplayed  by  Captain  Curtis ,  and  his  j'eamen  in  the  gun-boats , 
in  Javing  the  enemy  from  the  flames.  Battering  jhips  entirely  deftroyed. 
Storm  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Spanijh  Jhip  of  the  line  driven  under  the 
batteries,  and  taken  by  the  garrifon.  Brit/jh  fleet  arrives  in  the  Straits . 
Mofl  of  the  Jiore  Jhips  mifls  the  Bay,  and  pafs  with  the  fleet  into  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  Combined  fleets  follovo ,  but  avoid  aftion.  Lord  Howe  hav - 
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ing  landed  the  troops ,  and  fuccefsfully  re 
Straits.  Followed  by  the  combined  fleets, 
iial  adiion  in  the  Atlantic *■ 


hewed  Gibraltar ,  repaffes  the 
D  if  ant  cannonade  t  and  par-* 


\  J7  E  fhall  now  return  from  the 
V  V  new  world,  to  confider  the 
Hate  of  the  war,  and  the  principal 
military  trafffadions  which  took 
place  in  the  old.  Though  Minorca 
was,  of  neceffity,  abandoned  to  its 
fate  by  Great-Britain,  yet  the 
preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Fort 
St.  Philip’s,  as  'well  from  the  dif- 
tance  of  the  places,  which  were 
to  fupply  the  vail  artillery,  and 
the  immenfe  quantities  of  military 
ilores  and  materials  deemed  need- 
ary  for  the  redudion  of  that  for- 
trefs,  as  from  the  various  difficul¬ 
ties  and  delays  incident  to  their 
conveyance  by  fea,  could  not  but 
occaiion  fome  confiderable  waite 
of  time,  before  the  operations  of 
the  liege  were  effe&ually  com¬ 
menced. 

The  eagernefs  of  Spain  to  gain 
poffeffion  of  this  ifland  was  fo  ex- 
ceiiive,  that  the  court  feems  to  have 
departed,  in  fome  degree,  from  that 
dignity  of  charader,  which  fhould 
ever  be  i.nfeparably  united  with 
royalty,  by  an  infidious  endeavour, 
through  the  medium  of  an  im- 
rnede  bribe,  to  corrupt  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  the  governor.  Nor  did  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  feem  entirely  to 
pay  a  proper  attention  to  his  own 
rank  and  -reputation,  nor  to  pre¬ 
serve  a  due  recollection  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  diilindion  entailed  upon 
Ids  family,  by  the  peculiar  virtue 
of  an  illulirious  ancellor,  when  he 
deicended  to  become  the  ioflrumeht 
in  fuch  a  buiinefs.  General  Mur¬ 
ray  treated  the  infult  with  a  mix 
tore  of  that  haughty  diidain,  in¬ 
cident  to  the  con  left)  ufn  efs  of  an 
indent  line  and  illulirious  ancef- 


try,  and  with  the  generous  indio-„ 
nation  and  Item  rtfentment  of  a 
veteran  foldier,  who  feels  himfelf 
wounded  in  the  tendered  part,  by 
an  iniidious  attempt  upon,  and 
confequently  fufpicion  of  that  ho¬ 
nour,  which  he  had  fet  up  as  the 
great  objed  and  idol  of  his  life. 

The  ^  fortrefs  had  been  clofely 
inverted,  and  its  con  munications 
with  the  country  entirely  cut  off, 
from  the  immediate  landing  of  the 
enemy^  which  took  place  about 
the  middle  of  Auguft.  By  this 
means  the  ganuon  were  deprived 
of  ail  {applies  of  vegetables ;  and 
that  want  alone,  has  not  often 
produced  more  unfortunate  efieds. 
in  all  other  refpeds  they  were  ad¬ 
mirably  provided ;  for  the  Ilores 
and  magazines  were  amply  fur- 
nimed  with  every  kind  of  excellent 
failed  provifions ;  with  good  bread, 
peaie,  rice,  wine,  and  other  fuit- 
abie  necefiaries,  as  v/ell  for  the 
lick  as  for  thofe  who  were  in 
Leaith  •  and  ail  thele  in  luch  abun¬ 
dance,  as  would  have  lupported 
double  the  number  of  men,  for  a 
longer  time  than  the  fiege  conti¬ 
nued.  But  the  fingle  want  of  ve¬ 
getables  was  fufficient  to  deitroy 
the  benefits  that  were  reafon- 
ably  to  be  hoped  from  the  general 
plenty  in  other  refpeds,  and  to 
produce  a  diitemper,  as  we  have 
formerly  obferved,  that  feemed 
little  to  be  apprehended,  jn  that 
climate  and  foil.  The  {curvy  raged 
among  the  troops  in  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  has  not.  often  been  ex- 
ceeded  in  the  mofl  foggy  and  hu¬ 
mid  northern  climates,  and  even 
under  the  word  circumftances  of 
,  water 
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water  and  provifions  ;  while  this 
inveterate  enemy  was  aided  in  its 
courle,  as  uiual,  by  its  deftru&ive 
concomitants,  a  putrid  peliilential 
fever,  and  a  mortal  dyfentery. 

It  is  however  to  be  obierved, 
that  other  caufes  concurred  to  the 
ill  effe&s  produced  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  want  of  vegetables.  Much 
the  greater  part  of  the  Britifii  troops 
.had  been  eleven  years  on  the  ifiand  ; 
and  the  ioldiers  had  lived  conftant* 
ly  upon  falted  meats,  during  the 
whole  of  that  time.  So  Ions*  a 

4  O 

courle  of  living  upon  fait  provi¬ 
fions,  although  the  baneful  effe&s 
were  greatly  qualified  by  the  li¬ 
beral  ufe  of  thofe  alimentary  or 
fanative  vegetables,  of  which  the 
ifiand  produces  fuch  an  exube¬ 
rance,  could  not  but  induce  a  ge¬ 
neral  lcorbutic  taint  among  the 
troops,  and  pre-dilpofe,  even  the 
beft  conftitutions,  to  the  reception 
of  that  fatal  diforder,  whenever 
they  were  deprived  of  the  only 
corre&ive  to  fuch  an  unwholefome 
diet.  Its  progrefs  was  likewife 
much  furthered  by  the  dole  con¬ 
finement  of  the  troops  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  the  fortrefs  ;  and 
ftill  more  by  the  tainted  air  of  the 
cafemates  and  fouterrains,  which 
the  intolerable  cannonade  and  bom¬ 
bardment  of  the  enemy  rendered 
their  only  habitations,  and  which 
necelfarily  became  every  day  more 
infe&ious  by  occupancy. 

The  combined  forces  amounted 
to  16,000  regular  troops;  and 
they  brought  a  prodigious  artil¬ 
lery,  confiding  of  109  pieces  of 
the  heaviefl  cannon,  and  36  great 
mortars,  to  a£l  upon  the  place. 
The  garrifon  confided  only  of 
2692  men  of  all  forts  :  of  thefe, 
2016  were  Englidi  and  Hanove¬ 
rian  regular  troops  ;  including. 


however,  in  this  number,  400 
invalids,  who  had  been  fent  thi¬ 
ther  from  England  lo  W  be¬ 
fore  as  the  year  I775.  A  marine 
cot  ps,  who  had  been  formed  on 
the  prefen t  occafion,  and  who 
prelervmg  their  health  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  regular  troops,  were 
of  excellent  fervice  in  the  fiege, 
compofed  the  greater  part  of  the  re¬ 
mainder.  A  handful  of  Greeks  and 
Corficans  likewife  behaved  with 
great  bravery. 

The  fortrefs  was,  in  fome  re- 
fpeds,  exceedingly  llrong  ;  the 
ditch,  and  all  the  fubterraneous 
defences,  being  cut  out  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  rock;  the  great 'arches  which 
covered  the  cafemates  were  bomb¬ 
proof;  and  the  defences  every  where 
undermined.  But  the  upper  works 
by  no  means  correfponded  ia 
drength  with  the  under  ;  and  by 
fome  things  which  have  fince  come 
out,  from  thole  who  hid  a  right  to 
be  the  beft  informed  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  it  would  feem,  as  if  through 
fome  negligence,  (whether  abroad 
or  at  home)  they  had  likewife 
grown  out  of  condition.  The  works 
were  befides  fo  numerous  and  ex- 
ten  five,  that  the  preient  garrifon, 
even  in  full  health,  did  not  amount 
to  half  the  number,  which  would 
have  been  neceffary  to  their  effe&ual 
defence. 

The  knowledge  of  this  weaknefs 
probably  led  the  Duke  de  Crillon 
to  lie  more  unguardedly  in  his  head 
quarters  at  Cape  Mola  than  he 
ffiigh.  perhaps  other  wife  have 
done:  while  the  obfervation  of  this 
negligence  induced  a  vigorous  and 
fuccefsful  Tally  from  the  garrifon, 
who  furprifing  and  routing  the 
enemy,  chafed  the  duke  from  his 
poll,  and  fee u red  themfelves,  for 
the  prefent,  fo  effeftuaiiy  in  it. 


that 
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that  though  he  brought  up  his 
whole  army  to  diflodge  them,  he, 
after  much  hefitation,  at  length 
defifted  from  the  attack.  The  fuc- 
cefsful  party  returned  fafe  to  the 
garrifon  on  the  following  night, 
bringing  with  them  about  a  bun- 
died  prifoners,  among  whom  were 
a  lieutenant-colonel,  three  cap¬ 
tains,  and  four  or  five  fubaltern 
officers.  This  brilk  acl’on  was  pro¬ 
bably  intended  by  General  -Mur¬ 
ray,  as  a  perfonal  military  rebuke 
to  the  Duke  de  Crillon  ;  and  which 
the  latter  had  no  opportunity  of 
returning,  at  leaft  in  the  lame 
manner.. 

This  happened  pretty  early  in 
the  month  of  November  ;  about 
which  time  the  enemy  having 
opened  their  bomb  batteries,  a  Die  11 
from  the  cafile  had  the  fortune  to 
fall  upon  a  powder  magazine,  which, 
by  its  explolion  deftroyed  one  of 
them  entirely  ;  a  number  of  men 
were  blown  up,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  loaded  fhells  either 
fpent  their  force  in  the  air,  or 
burft  more  deftrudtively  among  the 
troops.  The  artillery  of  the  for- 
trefs  was  like  wife  fo  well  ferved, 
as  foon  after  to  fink  a  fhip  in 
the  harbour,  which  was  newly 
come  in,  loaded  with  ammunition 
and  Fores  for  the  fupply  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries.  But  thefe  fmall 
fuccefies,  however  pleaiing  and  en¬ 
couraging  at  the  time,  could  in  no 
degree  counterbalance  the  increaf- 
ing  ravages  of  thole  difeafes  which 
io  unhappily  prevailed  in  the  gar¬ 
rifon.  Nor  could  the  differences 
that  unfortunately  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor,  tend  in  any  degree  to 
the  leffening  of  evil,  or  to  the  re¬ 
moval  of  difficulty. 

Though  the  enemy  kept  a  meft 


cautious  diftance  in  the  confinrc- 
tion  and  progrefs  of  their  works, 
and  that  their  troops  were  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  careful  not  to  expofe  them- 
felves,  as  to  be  laughed  at  by  our 
fick  and  dying  foldiers,  who  faid 
that  they  fhould  be  fent  to  fchool 
to  learn  to  (land  fire  ;  yet,  their 
vail;  and  numerous  artillery  were 
fo  weighty,  powerful,  and  incef- 
fant  in  their  battery,  and  fuen  (bow¬ 
ers  of  great  fhells  were  continu¬ 
ally  poured  into  the  place,  that 
they  foon  produced  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  effect  in  ruining  the  upper 
defences  of  the  fortrefs,  and  dis¬ 
mounted  or  rendered  ufelefs  a 
greater  number  of  cannon  than  had 
been  known  in  any  fimiiar  circum- 
fiances. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded  the  zeal, 
valour  and  coniiancy  difplayed  by 
the  garrifon.  The  behaviour  of 
the  private  men,  (who  were  the 
marked  victims  to  the  reigning 
diftempers)  through  the  courfe, 
and  particularly  towards  the  clofe 
of  this  liege,  was  indeed  beyond  ex¬ 
ample.  Numbers  of  foldiers  died 
on  guard,  whole  generous  eager- 
nefs  to  defend  the  place,  made 
them  conceal  their  illnefs  to  the 
laft,  in  order  to  prevent  their  be¬ 
ing  fent  away  to  the  hofpitals  from 
a  fervice  which  held  fo  firm  a  pof- 
leffion  of  their  hearts.  Such  no- 
blenefs  of  mind  and  conduct  de- 
ferved  a  better  fortune.  The  ar¬ 
tillery  corps,  as  in  every  fervice, 
whether  or  the  former  or  the  pre- 
fent  war,  were  in  the  highelt  de¬ 
gree  diflingui filed  ;  fo  that  it  has 
been  a  queition  with  military  men, 
whether  all  the  other  countries  in 
Europe  could  produce  a  let  of 
bombardiers  and  cannoneers,  equal 
to  thole  who  were  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Fort  St.  Fhilip.  It  is 
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almofl  needlels  to  obferve,  that 
the  fearnen,  who  compofetl  the 
marine  corps,  did  every  thing  that 
could  have  been  expelled,  even 
from  that  hardy  and  intrepid  or¬ 
der  of  men. 

In  the  beginning  of  February 
the  garrifon  was  fo  much  reduced 
by  hckrtefs,  that  there  were  only 
660  men  lefc  who  were  in  any  de¬ 
gree  fit  for  duty ;  and  of  thefe, 
all  but  one  hundred  were  fo  far 
tainted  with  the  feurvy,  that  the 
phyficians  and  burgeons  declared, 
they  could  hold  out  only  a  very 
few  days,  before  they  mull  of  ne- 
ceffity  be  fent  to  the  holpitul ;  and 
as  a  corroboration  of  this  opinion, 
no  lefs  than  106  had  been  fent  thi¬ 
ther  in  the  three  preceding  days. 
They  likewife  declared;  that  a  few 
days  longer  obftinacy  in  defence, 
mufl  prove  the  inevitable  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  remains  of  that  brave 
garrifon  ;  as  there  was  no  pofhbie 
remedy  for  the  fick,  nor  means 
even  of  keeping  the  greater  part  of 
them  much  longer  alive,  but  by  a 
fpeedy  relief  of  whclefome  air, 
aided  by  an  abundant  fupply  of 
vegetables.  The  neceffary  guards, 
on  the  iall  nipht  of  the  defence, 
required  415  men  upon  duty,  io 
that  there  were  only  245  left, 
which  was  1 70  lefs  than  the  ne- 
cefiary  number,  for  the  next  re¬ 
lief  ;  and  no  picket  could  at  all 
be  formed.  It  was  likewife  much 
to  be  apprehended,  that  the  ene¬ 
my,  fenii'ole  of  their  weaknefs, 
would  carry  the  place  by  a  coup  de 
main,  as  had  been  actually  done 
in  the  former  fiege,  when  the  for¬ 
tress  was  defended  by  General 
Biakeney,  and  the  garrifon  was 
many  degrees  itronger  than  the 
prefent, 


Under  all  thefe  cir-  ^  , 
cumftances,  the  gover-  e 
nor  found  himfelf  re-  l7  2 • 
duced  to  the  neceffity  of  a  capitu¬ 
lation,  by  which  he  obtained  all 
the  honours  of  war,  and  every 
thing  elfe  he  required,  excepting 
that  article  only,  of  freeing  the 
garrifon  from  the  condition  of 
prifoners  of  war,  which  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  allured  him,  his  mailer, 
the  Spanifh  King,  had  particular¬ 
ly  tied  him  down  in  his  inltruc- 
tions  from  granting ;  the  troops 
were  however  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
England,  but  fubjeft  to  the  cuf- 
tomary  conditions,  until  they 
were  either  exchanged,  or  dis¬ 
charged  by  a  piece.  The  Corfi- 
cans  and  other  foreigners  were  fe- 
cured  in  their  perfons,  effe&s,  and 
in  the  liberty  of  going  where  they 
pleafed  ;  and  four  natives  of  the 
illand,  who  were  all  that  had  abid¬ 
ed  the  fortune  of  the  garrifon,  in 
the  polTeffion  of  their  property, 
and  of  their  rights  as  citizens. 

So  tragical  a  fpe&ac  e,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  glorious  to  the 
fufferers,  has  not  often  been  be¬ 
held,  as  the  poor  remains  of  the 
garrifon  exhibited,  in  their  march 
through  the  Spanifh  and  French 
armies,  which  were  drawn  up  ia 
oppolite  lines  for  their  pafiage, 
600  old,  emaciated,  worn-down, 
and  dtcrepid  foldiers,  were  follow¬ 
ed  by  120  of  the  royal  art  llery, 
and  by  200  fearnen  ;  about  20 
Corficans,  and  a  fomewhat  greater 
number  of  Greeks,  Moors  and 
Turks,  doled  the  proceffion.  The 
feene  b.  came  Hill  more  melancho¬ 
ly  and  interefting,  -when  the  bat¬ 
talions  arrived  at  the  place  ap¬ 
pointed  for  laying  down  their 
arms ;  the  foldiers  exclaiming, 

with 
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with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that 
44  they  furrendered  them  to  God 
alone  ;**  and  at  the  lame  time, 
feeming  to  derive  great  confoia- 
tion  from  the  opinion,  that  the 
vigors  could  not  boaft  of  their 
conqueft  in  taking  an  hofpital. 
This  circumftance,  of  the  indig¬ 
nation  and  grief  expreffed  by  tiie 
Britiih  troops  on  laying  down  their 
arms,  was  mentioned  in  terms  of 
admiration,  and  of  the  higheft  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  garr^fon,  in  the  Spa- 
niih  accounts  which  were  publilh- 
ed  of  this  transaction. 

The  generous  fympathy  fhewn 
by  the  enemy  upon  this  occafion, 
and  their  noble  humanity  after, 
was  no  lets  highly  to  their  honour. 
It  has  been  allured,  by  an  autho¬ 
rity  not  to  be  queftioned,  that  le- 
veral  of  the  common  loldiers  of 
both  armies,  were  fo  moved  by  the 
wretched  condition  of  the  garri- 
fon,  that  involuntary  tears  drop¬ 
ped  from  them  as  they  palfed.  '1  he 
fubfequent  humanity,  kindnefs 
and  tendernefs,  fhewn  by  the  Duke 
de  Crillon,  the  Count  of  the  lame 
name  and  family,  and  the  Baron 
de  Falkinhayn,  who  commanded 
the  French  troops,  in  their  conti¬ 
nued  fupply  of  all  neceflaries  to 
the  lick,  and  their  unremitted  at¬ 
tention  to  their  recovery,  was  be¬ 
yond  all  praife.  Such  ads,44  fof- 
“  ten  the  rugged  front  of  war,” 
and  tend  to  wear  away  all  traces  of 
national  enmity. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  ifland 
of  Minorca,  near  fourfcore  years 
after  its  redudion  by  Englifh  arms 
and  valour  to  the  dominion  of  this 
country  ;  and  after  being  long 
confidered  as  one  of  the  lplendid 
jewels  of  the  Britiih  crown,  as 
well  as  an  iliuftrious  monument  of 
our  national  power  and  renown. 
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As  the  feafon  for  naval  adiofi 
began  to  open,  great  threats  were 
held  out,  of  the  mighty  effeds  to 
be  produced  by  a  combination  of 
the  whole  naval  force  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland  ;  whofe  unit¬ 
ed  fleets/it  was  faid,  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  fixty  fhips  of  the 
line,  would  fweep  the  coafb  of 
Europe  from  the  Straits  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  to  the  extremities  of  Nor¬ 
way,  and  fpread  defolation  and 
ruin  along  the  coafts  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  their  paf- 
fage  to  and  from  the  northern 
ocean.  Unequal  as  our  home  force 
was  tb  withftand  this  formidable 
combination,  it  became  an  objed: 
of  the  fit  ft  importance  to  leilen 
the  effed  by  preventing  the  en¬ 
tire  completion  of  the  union,  which 
was  only  to  be  done  by  keeping 
fuch  a  watch  upon  the  Dutch 
fleet  as  would  dilable  them  from 
penetrating  the  Channel,  in  their 
way  to  join  our  more  fbuthern 
enemies  at  Breft,  which  was  the 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

NecefTary  and  important,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  attention  to  this  ob¬ 
jed  was,  it  could  not  but  greatly 
reftrain  and  weaken  our  exertions 
on  the  coafts  of  France  and  Spain, 
and  particularly  increafe  that  fe- 
curity  to  their  convoys,  which, 
through  their  fuccefies  in  the  war, 
and  general  fuperiority  at  fea,  were 
now  far  more  frequent  and  nume¬ 
rous,  than  they  ever  had  been  be¬ 
fore  in  any  conteft  with  this  coun¬ 
try.  Under  the  prelfure  of  this 
double  neceffity,  of  equally  pro¬ 
viding,  with  an  inferior  force,  for 
all  the  fervices  arid  contingencies 
which  might  occur  on  either  fide 
of  the  channel,  from  the  Naze  of 
Norway  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay 
of  Bifcay,  it  required  the  moft  con- 
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iummate  judgment  in  the  new  ad¬ 
miralty,  then  juft  formed,  as  well 
as  all  the  naval  ability,  by  which 
our  own  commanders  were  at 
that  time  fo  highly  diftinguifhed, 
to  mete  out  their  attention  and 
ftrength  to  either  objed,  with  fo 
fteady  a  hand,  and  fo  nice  a  ba¬ 
lance,  that  no  lofs  might  be  fuf- 
tained,  or  poftible  advantage  mifted, 
on  the  one  fide,  through  any  error 
or  excefs  in  the  portion  of  either 
allotted  to  the  other. 

This  plan  of  operation,  though 
principally  defenfive,  by  no  means 
excluded  the  dellgn  of  feizing 
every  favourable  opportunity  of 
adive  lervice  and  adventure  which 
might  come  in  the  way  ;  but  fo  as 
not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  main  ob- 
jeds. 

It  indeed  commenced  with  ex¬ 
ertion.  While  the  reft  of  the 
home  fleet  was  in  a  ftate  of  more 

April  I3th,  °/1lcfs  Preparation, 

Admiral  Barrington 

failed  from  Po rtf- 
mouth  for  the  Bay,  with  12  fail 
of  the  line,  and  having  arrived 
fomsthing  lefs  than  a  day’s  fail 
to  the  fouch-weft  of  Ufhant,  Capt. 
Macbride,  in  the  Artois  frigate, 
made  the  fignal  of  difcovering  an 
enemy’s  fleet.  The  Artois  was 
fo  far  a-head,  that  although  it 
was  about  noon,  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  the  admiral  could 
diftinguiffi  the  colour  of  the  flag 
which  lhe  hoifted.  The  fignal 
2ot|1  for  a  general  chace  being 
immediately  thrown  out, 
the  enemy  began  to  be  vifibie, 
about  three  o’clock,  from  the 
mail-head  ;  and  the  admiral’s 
fhip,  the  Britannia,  was  foon  left 
far  behind,  by  feveral  of  the 
prime  faiiers.  Of  thefe,  Capt. 
Jarvis,  in  the  Foudroyant,  fo  far 


outflripped  all  the  reft,  that  when 
night  came  on,  with  hazy  and 
vety  blowing  weather,  he  foon 
loll  them  entirely  ;  but  he  kept  a 
full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  pur¬ 
ged  them  with  unremitting  vi¬ 
gour. 

a  he  chafed  fleet  conflfled  of 
18  fail,  laden  with  (lores,  provi- 
vifions,  ammunition,  and  con¬ 
veying  a  confiderable  number  of 
troops,  for  the  fupply  and  rein¬ 
forcement  of  the  French  fleet  and 
forces  in  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  being 
particularly  defigned  to  fupply  the 
lofs  of  that  convoy  which  had  been 
taken  by  Admiral  Kempenfeldt  in 
the  preceding  winter.  They  had 
failed  from  Bred  only  the  day  be¬ 
fore,  and  were  under  the  protection 
of  the  Protedteur  and  Pegafe,  of 
74  guns  eac*b  IPAdtionaire,  of 
64  guns,  but  armed  en  flute,  and 
a  frigate. 

TheFoudroyant  gaining  fo  faft 
upon  the  chace,  that  it  became 
evident  they  could  not  get  off, 
without  an  engagement,  the  con¬ 
voy  was  difperfed  by  fignal,  and 
die  two  French  74  gun  fhips  hav¬ 
ing  confulted,  it  was  determined, 
that  as  the  Protedteur  had  a  large 
quantity  of  money  on  board,  fhe 
fnould  make  the  belt  of  her  way  5 
and  that,  if  fighting  was  inevitable, 
the  Pegafe  fliould  abide  the  confe- 
quences.  This  determination  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  for  one  of 
the  moft  fignal  adlions  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  and  for  placing  the  pre- 
feilional  (kill  and  gallantry  of  Cap- 
tain  Jarvis  in  the  moft  confpicu- 
ous  point  of  view. 

The  two  (hips  were  well  match¬ 
ed  in  point  of  force  and  condition. 
Both  were  frefti  from  port  ;  and 
if  a  fuperiority  in  number  of  fix 
guns,  in  fuch  high  rates,  could 
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be  thought  any  great  matter  of 
advantage  on  the  iide  of  the  Fou- 
droyant,  it  was  probably  fully 
Compenfated  by  the  weight  of 
metal  on  the  other.  A  little  be¬ 
fore  one  in  the  morning.  Captain 
farvis  came  up  with,  and  clofely 
engaged,  the  Pegafe,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Sillans.  The 
aftion  was  extremely  fierce,  while 
it  laded  ;  but  within  lefs  than  an 
hour  from  its  commencement, 
Capt.  Jarvis  laid  the  French  (hip 
aboard  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
and  the  Pegafe  was  compelled  to 
furrendcr.  Nothing  could  afford 
a  more  ftriking  indance  of  the 
decided  fuperiority  of  feamanfhip 
and  dilcipline  on  the  one  fide,  and 
of  the  great  effefis  which  they 
are  capable  of  producing,  than 
the  circumdances  of  this  a&ion. 
The  carnage  in  the  Pegafe  was 
beyond  any  thing  that  could  have 
been  fuppofed  in  fo  Ihort  an  adlion. 
Above  four-fcore  men  were  killed, 
and  a  great  number  wounded.  1  he 
damage  to  the  fhip  was  proportion¬ 
ed  tothededrudlion  ofthe  men.  Hull, 
mads,  and  yards,  were  all  mate¬ 
rially  injured.  On  the  other  fide, 
the  damage' to  the  Foudroyant  was 
very  trifling  ;  not  a  man  was  kill¬ 
ed  ;  Capt.  Jarvis  himfelf,  and  a 
few  feamen  only,  were  wounded  ; 
his  wound  was  flight,  and  none  of 
the  others  mortal.  It  feemed  pe¬ 
culiar,  that  the  Protecleur  and 
Pegafe,  the  guard  of  the  prefen t 
convoy,  were  witneffes  to  the  lofs 
ofthe  former,  under  the  fame  de- 
flination,  when  taken  by  Admiral 
JCempenfeldt. 

The  weather  was  fo  boiderous, 
and  the  fea  fo  extremely  rough, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmod  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  attended  with  the  lofs 
of  two  boats,  that  Capt.  Jarvis 


could  put  an  officer  and  80  men 
on  board  the  French  fhip,  and 
bring  off  about  40  of  the  priloners. 
Thele  circumdances,  along  with 
the  fhattered  condition  of  the 
prize,  and  the  difficulty  of  keep - 
ing  together,  began  to  render  her 
fituation,  in  more  refpects  than 
one,  critical ;  but  the  Queen  man 
of  war  coming  in  light  foon  after 
day -  light,  took  upon  her  the 
charge  of  the  difabled  fhip  ;  which 
was  the  more  timely,  as  the  Fou- 
droyant  and  they  foon  lod  fight  of 
each  other,  in  the  hard  gale  which 
enfued. 

.  The  chaee,  along  with  the  hard 
weather,  had  fo  greatly  fcattered 
the  Britifh  fquadron,  that  the 
Admiral  was  obliged  to  bring  to, 
and  continue  in  that  podtion  for 
forty-eight  hours,  in  order  to  col¬ 
lect  the  fhips.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  purfuers  were  neither  flack 
nor  unfuccefsful  in  their  chace  ; 
about  a  dozen  Chips  of  the  convoy, 
with  feveral  hundred  troops  on 
board,  being  brought  fafe  to  Eng* 
land.  The  weather  becoming  more 
favourable  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  after  'the  feparation  of  the 
Foudroyant,  Capt.  Maitland,  of 
the  Queen,  had  already  taken  out 
about  300  of  the  prisoners,  and 
fent  an  officer  with  a  party  of  men, 
to  reinforce  thofe  which  Capt. 
Jarvis  had  put  on  board  the  Pe¬ 
gafe,  when  a  laige  man  of  war 
appeared  in  fight,  which  the  French 
officers  affined  him  to  be  their 
late  confort,  the  Prote&eur  of  74 
guns. 

Captain  Maitland  ordered  the 
Pegafe,  and  a  cutter  he  happened 
to  have  in  company,  to  make  the 
bed  of  their  way  to  the  firfl  con¬ 
venient  port  in  England,  and, 
incumbered  as  he  was  with  pri- 
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Toners,  immediately  purfued  the 
enemy.  After  a  chace  of  fourteen 
hours,  he  came  up  in  the  night 
with  the  French  ihip,  and  after 
pouring  in  his  broadlide,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  hers,  was  much  furpriied 
to  hnd  that  Ihe  ltruck  her  colours. 
But  inftead  of  the  ProteCleur, 
the  prize,  much  to  the  difap- 
pointment  of  the  captain,  and 
his  ihip’s  company,  proved  to  be 
the  ACtionaire,  armed,  as  we  have 
obferved,  en flute ,  but  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  rank  and  repu¬ 
tation,  and  having  250  fearnen, 
and  550  foldiers  on  board  ;  of 
which  number  nine  were  killed, 
and  twenty-five  wounded,*  by  the 
fingle  broadlide  fhe  received.  This 
fhip  was  in  all  refpefts,  both  as  an 
acquilition  and  a  lofs  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  a  very  valuable  prize,  having 
a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  ord¬ 
nance  llores  on  board,  befides  wine, 
rum,  provifions,  and  feveral  clicks 
of  money.  Capt.  Maitland  now 
had  his  hands  fufficiently  full  ;  for 
befides  the  management  of  two 
great  (hips,  with  the  crew  only  of 
one,  he  was  involved  in  the  care 
of  no  lefs  than  1100  prifoners. 
The  accidental  coming  up  of  the 
Latona  frigate,  ferved,  in  a  confi- 
derable  degree,  to  leffen  this  em- 
barraffment. 

The  continuance  of  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  obliged  Admiral  Barrington 
to  finifn  this  Ihort  but  very  fuc- 
cefsful  cruize,  by  returning  to 
England  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
month.  Neither  the  Queen  fhip 
of  war,  nor  the  prizes,  had  joined 
the  fquadron,  before  their  return. 
It  was  much  to  the  fa ti 5 faction  of 
the  public,  that  the  order  of  the 
Bath  was  immediately  after  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  gallant  Sir  John 
Jarvis. 

2. 


The  accounts  which  were  re¬ 
ceived  about  this  time,  of  Sir 
George  Rodney’s  decifive  victory 
in  the  Well-Indies,  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote’s  fuccelfes  in  the  Eall,  and 
of  the  taking  of  Negapatam  and 
Trincamale,  ferved,  along  with 
the  confidence  founded  on  the  new 
adminillration,  greatly  to  raife  the 
ipirits  and  hope  of  the  nation  ; 
which  indeed  had  fufficient  occa- 
fion  for  defpondency,  under  a 
feries  of  fuch  unfortunate  events, 
as  are  hitherto  unequalled  in  our 
hikory. 

Environed  as  we  were  by  pow¬ 
erful  enemies,  both  on  the  north 
and  the  fouih  fide  of  the  channel, 
it  was  impoffible,  with  fo  inferior 
a  force,  at  once  to  guard  againft 
their  defigns,  and  to  provide,  at 
the  fame  time,  for  the  effectual 
prefervation,  in  all  its  parts,  of 
our  commerce.  Upon  the  return 
of  Admiral  Barrington’s  fqua¬ 
dron,  Admiral  Kempenfddt  failed 
with  eight  or  nine  fhips  of  the 
line,  to  fupply  their  , 
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force  to  come  out  of 
with  a  view,  in  the 
inllance,  of  convoying  their 
great  outward-bound  fleets  of  mer¬ 
chantmen  out  of  danger,  and 
then  of  proceeding  themfelves  to 
fulhi  the  fcheme  of  joining  our 
fouthern  combined  enemies.  Lord 
Howe  was  obliged,  in  a  week  af¬ 
ter  Kempenfeldt’s  departure,  to 
proceed  with  a  fquadron  of  about 
a  dozen  fhips  of  the  line,  from 
Portlinouth,  to  the  coak  of  Hol¬ 
land,  in  the  hope  of  intercepting, 
or  at  leak  of  confining  the  enemy, 
and  of  effectually  frukrating  any 
defigns  he  might  have  formed 
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apon  our  North  Sea  and  Baltic 
trade. 

The  Dutch  fleet  had  already 
failed  ;  but  the  intelligence  of 
Lord  Howe’s  movement  obliged 
them  to  return  haftily  to  the  Texel. 
After  cruihng  near  a  month  upon 
the  Dutch  ,  coafts,  the  fquadron 
growing  very  iickly,  being  parti¬ 
cularly  affe&ed  by  an  epidemic 
diforder,  which  the  extraordinary 
bad  weather  of  that  lummer  had 
rendered  generally  prevalent,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  and  finding  that 
the  Dutch  fhewed  no  manner  of 
difpofition  to  venture  out  of  the 
Texel,  Lord  Howe  returned  to 
I’ortfmouth,  where  being  joined 
by  the  fhips  from  the  Bay,  under 
Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  every  dii- 
patch  was  ufed  in  preparing  the 
Beet  to  oppofe  the  dehorns  of  the 
combined  enemy,  who  were  foon 
expected  to  appear  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Channel. 

M.  de  Guichen  had  been  for 
fome  time  at  Cadiz,  from  whence 
he  and  Don  Cordova,  with  about 
25  French  and  Spanifh  fhips  of 
the  line,  failed  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  in  their  progress  to 
the  northward,  while  they  expeded 
to  be  joined  by  the  iquadrons  from 
jBreit,  and  other  ports,  they  tell  in 
with  our  outward-bound  Newfound¬ 
land  and  Quebec  fleets,  which  were 
under  the  convoy  of  Admiral  Lamp- 
bell,  who,  in  a  50  gun  (hip,  ac¬ 
companied  by  feme  irigates,  was 
going  to  his  command  at  the  for¬ 
mer  of  thefe  flat  ions,  for  the  pior 
tedion  of  the  fid. cry.  Adort  i3 
of  the  convoy,  laden  chiefly,  if 
not  entirely,  with  pit  vinons,  were 
taken  ;  the  fhir  of  war,  who  the 
remainder,  hr  '  good  ioi 
efcape. 

The  erw:.y  rung  new 
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mailers  of  the  fea,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  flraits  to  Ufhant,  were  able 
to  difpatch  their  great  outward- 
bound  convoys,  and  to  receive 
their  homeward,  with  the  utmofi 
facility  and  fafety  ;  while  we  were 
under  no  fmall  apprehenfion  for 
the  fafety  of  a  rich  and  great 
convoy  from  Jamaica,  which  was 
on  its  way  home,  under  the  care 
of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
with  only  three  Blips  of  the,  line 
for  its  protedion.  Lord  Howe  fail¬ 
ed  from  Portfmouth  early  in  July, 
accompanied  by  the  Admirals, 
Barrington,  Sir  J.  L.  Rofs,  and 
Kempenfeldt  ;  but  thefe  diflin- 
guifhed  commanders  had  only  22 
fhips  of  the  line  to  fupport  their 
defigns  and  adventure,  while  the 
combined  Beets  were  cruizing 
about  the  chops  of  the  channel, 
with  more  than  double  their 
force. 

Lord  Howe  kept  to  the  wefi- 
ward  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
proted  and  receive  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  and  it  required  all  the  dex¬ 
terity  and  profeifional  fkill  which 
eminently  diftinguifhed  that  no- 
Leman,  and  the  commanders  ad- 
ing  along  with  him,  to  iecure  this 
objed,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
avoid  being  forced  into  an  en¬ 
gagement,  where  the  vaft  lupe- 
rioriry  of  force  againft  him,  could 
not  but  produce  lome  degree  of 
its  proper  effect  Sir  Peter  Parker 
arrived  fafe  with  Jus  convty,  by 
the  end  of  July  ;  the  combined 
enemy  derived  as  little  advantage 
from  this  as  they  had  from  their 
preceding  adventures  upon  the 
channel  ;  and  the  Dutch  Beet  Bill 
continued  unable  to  j-  in  them. 

1  he  return  of  the  Beet  to  ortf- 
mouth  was  marked  bv  a  calamity 
of  the  moil  grievous  kind,  and 
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which  was  individually  felt  by  the 
nation  with  the  deepeft  concern. 
The  protection  of  the  homeward- 
bound  Baltic  fleet,  the  preventing 
the  Dutch  from  failing  to  the 
fouthward,  and  the  relief  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  were  the  great  naval  objects 
fli.ll  in  view  ;  and  were,  each  of 
them  flngly,  of  the  very  firfl  im¬ 
portance.  It  was  then  a  moil:  cri« 
tical  jun&ure,  to  lofe  one  of  the 
bell  commanders,  the  bell:  fhips, 
and  a  number  of  the  bell  officers 
and  feamen  in  the  Britilh  fervice. 
And  this  lofs,  not  to  be  fuftained 
in  the  arduous  conflict  with  a  brave 
enemy,  or  under  the  expofureof  the 
more  dreadful  fury  of  the  elements, 
but,  at  home,  in  the  harbour,  and 
in  a  flate  of  the  greateft  apparent 
fecurity. 

Several  of  thofe  fhips  which  were 
in  the  belt  condition  for  fea  ;  had 
proceeded  to  the  Downs,  under 
Admiral  Milbanke,  in  order  to 
attend  to  the  motions  of  the  Dutch 
while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  were 
in  a  hafty  ftate  of  equipment  at 
Portfmouth,  and  replenifhing  their 
ftores  of  water  and  proviftans  for 
the  defigned  expedition  to  Gibral¬ 
tar,  which  was  now  become  an 
objeCl  of  the  utmoft  urgency ;  and 
even  a  general  cry  riling  through 
the  nation,  at  the  relief  being  fo 
long  deferred,  without  regard  to 
the  neceffities  by  which  it  was  oc- 
caftoned. 

In  this  flate  of  things,  it  was 
found  neceffary  that  the  Royal 
George,  of  108  guns,  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Admiral  Kempen- 
feldt,  and  long  held  as  the  ftrft 
fhip  in  the  Britifh  navy,  fhould 
receive  a  fort  of  flight  careen, 
which  the  feamen,  in  their  peculiar 
phrafeology,  call  a  parliament  heel : 
the  fhip  being  to  be  laid  in  a  cer- 
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tain  degree  upon  her  fide,  while 
the  defeCls  under  water,  which  oc- 
cafion  the  examination,  are  recti¬ 
fied.  This  feems  tt>  be  a  common 
operation,  in  cafes  where  the  de¬ 
fects  are  not  fo  gr?at  as  to  require 
a  thorough  careen,  or  where  the 
delay,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
of  going  into  dock,  cannot  be 
difpenfed  with ;  and  being  ufually 
praCtifed  in  ftill  weather  and 
fmooth  water,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
attended  with  fo  little  difficulty, 
or  danger,  that  the  admiral,  cap¬ 
tain,  officers  and  crew,  all  conti¬ 
nued  on  board,  and  neither  guns, 
ftores,  water,  or  proviflons,  were 
removed. 

This  buflnefs  was 
undertaken  betimes 
in  the  morning,  a  gang  of  car¬ 
penters  from  the  dock  attending 
to  affift  her  own  ;  and,  it  is  faid, 
that  finding  it  neceffary  to  ftrip  off 
more  of  her  fheathing  than  was  at 
firft  expeCted,  their  eagernefs  to 
come  at  the  leak,  induced  them  to 
heel  her  a  krake  more  upon  her 
fide,  than  had  been  intended,  and 
than  pofiibiy  the  commanders 
knew.  The  fhip,  as  is  ufually 
the  cafe  upon  coming  into  port, 
was  crowded  with  people  from  the 
fhore  ;  particularly  women,  who 
were  not  eftimated  at  lefs  than 
300.  Among  thefe  were- many  of 
the  wives  and  children  of  the  fea¬ 
men,  and  petty  officers,  who, 
knowing  the  fleet  was  to  fail  upon 
diftant  and  perilous  fervice,  ea¬ 
gerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
coming  to  fee  their  hufbands  and 
fathers.  Between  eight  and  nine 
hundred  of  the  crew  of  the  Royal 
George,  including  marines,  were 
then  on  board. 

In  this  fituation,  about  ten  in 
the  morning,  the  admiral  being 
[#.P]  writing 
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writing  in  his  cabin,  and  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  people  hap¬ 
pening  then  to  be  between  decks, 
a  hidden  and  unexpe&ed  fquall  of 
wind  threw  the  ihip  fatally  upon 
her  fide,  and  her  gun-ports  being 
open,  and  the  motion  of  the  can¬ 
non  probably  increafing  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  fhock,  fhe,  almoil  in- 
ilantly,  filled  with  water,  and 
went  to  the  bottom.  A  victualler, 
which  lay  alongfide  the  R.oyal 
George,  was  fwallowed  up  in  the 
whirlpool,  which  the  fudden  plunge 
of  fo  vail  a  body  in  the  water  oc- 
cafioned  ;  and  feveral  fmall  craft, 
though  at  fome  moderate  diitance, 
were  in  the  moil  imminent  dan¬ 
ger. 

The  admiral,  with  a  number  of 
brave  officers,  and,  in  general, 
moil  of  thole  who  were  between 
decks,  perifhed.  The  guard,  in¬ 
cluding  thofe  who  happened  to  be 
along  with  them,  on  the  upper 
deck,  were  more  fortunate ;  the 
greater  part  being  fayed  by  the 
boats  of  the  fleet.  About  70  others 
were  likewife  faved.  The  exaCl 
number  of  people  on  board  at  the 
time,  could  not  be  afcertained  ; 
but  it  was  fuppofed,  that  from 
900  to  1000  were  loll.  Something 
about  three  hundred,  moilly,  if 
not  entirely,  of  the  imp’s  com¬ 
pany,  w'ere  faved.  Capt.  Wag- 
horrie,  vvliofe  gallantry  in  the 
North  Sea  battle,  under  Admiral 
Parker,  had  procured  him  the 
command  of  this  lhip,  had  the 
fortune,  though  feyerely  battered 
and  bruifed,  to  be  faved  ;  but 
his  fon,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Royal 
George,  happening  to  be  one  of 
thofe  who  were  unfortunately  be¬ 
low,  periihed. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  Royal 
George,  which  carried  the  talleft 
‘2  T  . 
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mail’s,  the  heaviCil  metal,  and  had 
the  greateil  number  of  flags  hoiiled 
in  her,  of  any  fhip  in  the  Britifh 
navy.  She  had  been  repeatedly 
the  feat  of  command  under  almoft 
all  our  great  commanders,  and 
upon  the  greateil  occafions,  during 
both  the  former  and  the  prefent 
war  ;  and  had  been  peculiarly 
diilinguifhed  under  Lord  Hawke, 
in  the  celebrated  battle  againft 
M.  Corlflans,  when  the  French 
fleet  was  entirely  ruined,  and  fhe 
funk  the  Superbe  of  70  guns,  by 
a  fingle  broadfide,  and  drove  the 
Soleil  Royal,  of  S4  guns,  on  fhore, 
where  fhe  was  burnt.  The  lofs 
of  the  fhip,  notwithllanding  the 
critical  period  at  which  it  hap* 
pened,  would  not,  however,  have 
been  much  thought  of,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  brave  men  who 
periihed  fo  unfortunately  in  her. 

Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  though 
near  70  years  of  age,  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  and  univerfally  lamented. 
He  was  held,  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  to  be,  in  point  of  pro- 
feilional  fcience,  knowledge  and 
judgment,  one  of  the  firil  naval 
officers  in  the  world  ;  particularly 
in  the  art  of  manoeuvring  a  fleet, 
he  was  considered  by  our  greateil 
commanders  as  unrivalled ;  and 
his  excellent  qualities  as  a  man 
at  leaU  equalled  his  profeffional 
merits  as  an  officer.  His  father 
was  a  Swedifh  gentleman,  who 
coming  early  into  the  Englifh  fer- 
vice,  generoufly  followed  the  ru¬ 
ined  fortunes  of  his  mailer,  James 
the  Second.  Being  recalled  by 
Queen  Anne,  after  the  death  of 
that  unfortunate  monarch,  and 
ferving  with  diilindion  in  her 
wars,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  ;  and 
was,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 

lieutenaut- 
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lieutenant-governor  of  the  ifland 
of  Jerfey.  That  gentleman’s 
private  character  was  fo  admira¬ 
ble,  as  to  be  depicted  and  immor¬ 
talized  by  Addifon,  in  the  Specta¬ 
tors  ;  where  it  has  fever  been  ad¬ 
mired  under  the  well  known  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Captain  Sentry. 

A  large  fum  of  money,  which 
did  honour  to  the  feelings  of  the 
public,  and  was  correfpondent  to 
that  generous  benevolence  and 
bounty  which  fo  highly  diftin- 
guifh  the  nation,  was  immediately 
raifed,  by  fubfcription,  in  London 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  other  depending  rela¬ 
tions,  of  thofe  who  had  pferifhed 
by  this  fatal  accident. 

The  Dutch  fleet,  which  had 
for  federal  days  been  cruizing  in 
the  North  Sea,  having  returned 
to  the  TexCT,  and  our  great  con¬ 
voy  from  the  Baltic  fo  nearly  ar¬ 
rived,  as  to  be  out  of  danger,  the 
fquadron,  which  had  been  de¬ 
tached  to  attend  to  thofe  fervices, 
under  Admiral  Milbanke  and 
Commodore  Hotham,  returned 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  in  or¬ 
der  to  accompany  the  fleet  in  the 
k  expedition  to  Gibral¬ 
tar.  Upon  this  junc¬ 
tion,  Lord  Howe  failed  from 
Fortfmouth,  with  34  Ihips  of  the 
line,  feveral  frigates  and  fire- 
Ihips,  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  vic¬ 
tuallers,  and  ftore-lhips,  with  a 
body  of  troops  on  board,  for  the 
relief  of  that  garrifon.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  Admirals 
Milbanke  and  Sir  R.  Hughes  as 
well  as  by  Commodore  Hotham 
and  by  as  brave  and  able  a  fet  of 
naval  officers,  as  had  ever  been 
joined  in  any  fervice. 

Gibraltar  was  now,  indeed,  be¬ 
come  an  obje£l  fo  confpicuous  oh 
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the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  as 
to  attract  the  attention  of  all  the 
informed  part  of  mankind;  and 
its  flege  and  defence  began  to  vie 
in  celebrity  with  the  moft  famous  of 
thofe  recorded  in  antient  or  mo¬ 
dern  hiftory.  Even  thofe  nations 
which  we  account  barbarous,  and 
who  have  communicated  that  ap¬ 
pellation  to  fo  large  and  fo  fine  a 
portion  of  the  coaffs  of  Africa, 
were  led  by  that  irrefiffable  fym- 
pathy,  which  the  exertions  of 
valour,  in  its  arduous  ffruggles 
again!!  fuperior  power,  produces 
in  the  fierce!!  and  moft  lawlefs 
minds  to  be  deeply  intereiied  in 
this  event. 

The  joy  of  the  Spanifli  king,- 
upon  the  taking  of  Fort  St.  Phi¬ 
lip’s  was  mafnfel!  and  extreme. 
If  it  be  true,  as  has  been  reported, 
that  the  plan  of  that  expedition 
and  liege  was  entirely  laid  by  him- 
felf,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  eflay, 
ftiould  greatly  incrfeafe  the  fatis- 
faCtion,  which  the  recovery  of  fo 
tonfiderable  an  ifland,  and  fo  an¬ 
tient  an  appendage  to  his  crown, 
would  other  wife  have  afforded.  In 
fuch  a  ftate  of  temper,  it  was  no 
lefs  natural,  that  the  immediate 
inftruments  in  giving  effeCt  to  the 
defign  ffiould  not  be  forgotten. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon  was  accord¬ 
ingly  appointed  Captain  General 
of  the  Spanifh  armies,  and  Don 
Jofeph  Moreno,  who  commanded 
the  marine  in  that  expedition, 
was  advanced  to  high  naval  rank. 
Thefe  rewards,  however,  locked 
forward  as  well  as  retrofpeCiively : 
they  were  intended  as  the  earneft 
of  future  fervice;  and  the  con¬ 
queror  of  Minorca  was  deffiaed  to 
the  recovery  of  Gibraltar4. 

No  means  were  negleftecr,  nor 
[*P]2  expence 
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expen.ee  fpared,  to  infure  the  fuc- 
ceis..  cf  this  defign.  Spain  found 
by  experience,  that  all  her  at¬ 
tempts  in  the  ufual  forms  upon 
the  place,  whether  by  fea  or  by 
land,  were  totally  ineffective ;  and 
that  the  cruel  meafure  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  town,  odious  as  it  was, 
went  no  farther  than  to  the  exter¬ 
mination  of  the  inhabitants,  with¬ 
out  tending,  in  the  fmalleff  de¬ 
gree,  to  the  reduction  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  It  forely  wounded  her 
pride,  that  the  utmoff  exertions 
of  her  power  fhould,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  be  for  fo  many 
years  baffled,  in  the  unavailing 
conflict  of  a  vafl  and  powerful  em¬ 
pire,  with  a  handful  of  men  fhut 
up  on  a  barren  rock.  The  court 
was  likevvife  greatly  and  parti¬ 
cularly  irritated,  through  the  dif- 
grace  which  attended  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  their  works  and  batteries 
in  the  preceding  year  by  the  gar- 
lifon.  So  that  ambition,  honour, 
gride  and  revenge,  were  all  con¬ 
current,  in  urging  to  the  utmoff 
exertions  of  power  and  of  fkill. 
For  the  conqueff  of  that  place; 
and  as  all  former  exertions  had 
failed,  the  invention  and  appli¬ 
cation  of  new  means  became  a 
matter  of  neceflity. 

It  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that 
while  Gibraltar  was  fo  long  held 
out  as  art  objeCt  of  attention  and 
admiration  to  the  world,  that  the 
powerful  motives  of  fame  and 
honours,  and  the  ffrong  paflion 
that  tends  to  the  exercife  and 
dlfplay  of  talents,  fhould  not, 
among  the  great  number  of  feien- 
tific  and  ingenious  men  with  which 
Europe  abounds,  have  excited  the 
genius  and  induffry  of  fome  or 
ether  to  the  difeovery  of  means, 
fer  overcoming  thofe  obffacles  of 
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art  and  nature,  which  had  hi- 
therto  been  found  infurmountable 
in  all  attempts  upon  the  place. 
Nor  could  it  be  doubted,  under 
the  circum fiances  we  have  feen, 
that  fuch  projects,  if  at  all  fe ali¬ 
ble,  would  be  fedulouffy  attended 
to. 

The  Chevalier  de  Arcon,  a 
French  engineer,  of  high  note, 
however,  feemed  to  be  the  hero 
deffined  to  the  fall  of  Gibraltar. 
His  plan  was  fo  highly  approved 
of,  that  the  king  himfelf  is  faid 
to  have  taken  a  part  in  its  modi¬ 
fication,  or  adjuffment  ;  hoping  to 
have  borne  away  a  royal  fhare  of 
the  honour  in  this  inftance,  as  well 
as  in  that  of  Minorca.  The  plan 
had  been  propofed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year;  the 
preparations,  though  vaff,  and 
exceedingly  expenfive,  were  now 
nearly  completed ;  and  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  place  was  not  only 
deemed  certain,  but  the  powers  to 
be  ufed  were  fo  prodigious  and 
terrible,  that  little  lefs  than  the 
annihilation  of  the  fortrefs  was 
expeCted  to  be  the  confequence 
of  any  great  obftinacy  of  defence 
in  the  garrifon. 

In  the  eagernefs  which  pre¬ 
vailed  at  Madrid,  for  the  carrying 
of  this  point,  it  had  been  pro¬ 
pofed  to  bring  a  whole  fleet  to  the 
direCt  battery  and  attack  of  the 
place,  on  all  Tides,  by  fea,  while 
the  army  was  to  carry  on  a  furious 
affault  by  land ;  and  the  facrifice 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  fhips  of  war, 
as  the  occafion  might  require,  was 
decreed  to  be  the  contented  price 
of  fuccefs. 

The  French  engineer  ridiculed 
this  fcheme  as  wild  and  incom¬ 
petent.  He  fhewed  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  the  certain  ‘de- 
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ftruftion  of  the  fhips,  without 
producing  the  {mailed  effect  upon 
the  fcrtrefs.  His  plan  went  to  the 
conftrudtion  of  floating  batteries, 
or  fhips,  upon  fuch  a  principle 
that  they  could  neither  be  funk, 
nor  fired.  The  Arft  of  thefe  pro¬ 
perties  was  to  be  acquired  by  the 
extraordinary  thicknefs  of  timber, 
with  which  their  keels  and  bot¬ 
toms  were  to  be  fortified ;  and 
which  was  to  render  them  proof  to 
all  danger  in  that  refpedl,  whether 
from  external  or  internal  violence. 
The  fecond  danger  was  to  be  op- 
pofed,  by  fecuring  the  fides  of  the 
fhips,  wherever  they  were  expofed 
to  fhot,  with  a  flrong  wall,  com- 
pofed  of  timber  and  cork,  a  long 
time  foaked  in  water,  and  in¬ 
cluding  between,  a  large  body  of 
wet  fand ;  the  whole  being  of 
fuch  a  thicknefs  and  denfity,  that 
no  cannon-ball  could  penetrate 
within  two  feet  of  the  inner  par¬ 
tition.  A  conftant  fupply  of  wa¬ 
ter  was  to  keep  the  parts  expofed 
to  the  adlion  of  fire  always  wet ; 
and  the  cork  was  to  adl  as  a  fponge, 
in  retaining  the  moiflure. 

For  this  purpofe,  ten  great 
fhips,  from  600  to  1400  tons  bur¬ 
then  (fome  of  them  faid  to  be 
of  50  or  60  guns)  were  cut  down 
to  the  date  required  by  the  plan; 
and  200,000  cubic  feet  of  timber 
was,  with  infinite  labour,  worked 
into  their  conftrudtion.  To  pro- 
tedh  them  from  bombs,  and  the 
men  at  the  batteries  from  grape, 
or  defcending  fhot,  a  hanging 
roof  was  contrived,  which  was  to 
be  worked  up  and  down  by 
fprings,  with  eafe,  and  at  plea- 
fure ;  the  roof  was  compofed  of  a 
ftrong  rope-work  netting,  laid 
over  with  a  thick  covering  of  wet 
hides ;  while  its  Hoping  pofition 


was  calculated  to  prevent  'the 
fhells  from  lodging,  and  to  throw 
them  oh  into  the  fea  before  they 
could  take  effedt.  The  batteries 
were  covered  with  new  brafs  can¬ 
non,  of  great  weight ;  and  fome- 
thing  about  half  the  number  of 
fpare-guns,  of  the  fame  kind,  were 
kept  ready  in  each  fhip,  imme¬ 
diately  to  fupply  the  place  of 
thofe  which  might  be  over-heated, 
or  otherwife  difabled  in  adlion. 
To  render  the  Are  of  thefe  bat¬ 
teries  the  mere  rapid  and  inflan- 
taneous,  and  confequently,  the 
more  dreadfully  effective,  the  in¬ 
genious  projedlor  had  contrived  a 
kind  of  match,  to  be  placed  on  the 
lights  of  the  guns,  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture,  as  to  emulate  lightning  in 
the  quicknefs  of  its  confumption, 
and  the  rapidity  of  its  adlion ;  and 
by  which  all  the  guns  on  the  bat¬ 
tery  were  to  go  off  together,  as  it; 
had  been  only  a  Angle  fhot. 

But,  as  the  red-hot  fhot  from 
the  fortrefs  was  the  enemy  mod 
dreaded,  ,the  niceft  part  of  this 
plan  feems  to  have  been  the  con¬ 
trivance  for  communicating  water 
in  every  diredlion  to  rellrain  it’s 
effedl.  In  imitation  of  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood  in  a  living  bo¬ 
dy,  a  great  variety  of  pipes  and 
canals  perforated  all  the  folid 
workmanfhip,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  a  continual  fucceflion  of  wa¬ 
ter  was  to  be  conveyed  to  every 
part  of  the  veffels ;  a  number  of 
purnps  being  adapted  to  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  an  unlimited  fupply.  By 
this  means,  it  was  expedled  that 
the  red-hot  fhot  would  operate  to 
the  remedy  of  its  own  mifehief; 
as  the  very  adlion  of  cutting  thro* 
thofe  pipes  would  procure  its  im¬ 
mediate  extindlion.  So  that  thefe 
terrible  machines,  teeming  with 
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every  fource  of  outward  deftruc- 
tion/  feemed  to  be  themfelves  in¬ 
vulnerable,  and  entirely  fecure 
from  all  danger. 

The  preparation  in  other  re- 
fpeds  was  beyond  all  example.  It 
was  laid,  that  no  lefs  than  1200 
ieces  of  heavy  ordnance  of  various 
inds  had  been  accumulated  be¬ 
fore  the  place,  for  the  almort 
numberlefs  intended  purpofes  of 
attack  by  fea  and  land*  The 
quantities  of  powder,  fhot,  fhells, 
and  of  every  kind  of  military  itore 
and  provifion,  were  fo  Ini  men  fe  as 
to  exceed  credibility.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  gunpowder  only,  was  faid 
to  exceed  83,000  barrels.  Forty 
gun-boats,  with  heavy  artillery, 
as  many  bomb  veffels  with  twelve- 
inch  mortars,  befidjes  a  large 
floating  battery,  and  five  bomb 
ketches,  on  the  ufuaj  conrtruc- 
tion,  were  all  dertined  to  fecond 
the  powerful  efforts  of  the  great 
battering  ihips.  Nearly  all  the 
frigates,  and  fmailer  armed  vef- 
fels  of  the  kingdom  were  affem- 
bled,  to  afford  fuch  aid  as  they 
might  be  found  capable  of ;  and 
300  large  boats  were  colluded 
from  every  part  of  Spain,  which 
with  the  very  great  number  al¬ 
ready  in  the  vicinity,  were  to 
liiiniiler  to  the  fighting  veffels  dur¬ 
ing  aCtion,  and  to  land  troops  in 
the  place,  as  foon  as  they  had  dif- 
mantied  the  fortrefs.  The  corq- 
bined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain, 
amounting  to  fomething  about  50 
fliips  of  the  line,  were  to  cover  and 
fupport  the  attack  ;  and  could  not 
but  greatly  heighten.  tthe  terrors  as 
well  as  the  magnificence  of  the 
feene. 

The  preparations  by  land  kept 
pace  with  thole  by  fea.  Twelve 
ithoufand  French  troops  \yere 


brought  to  diffufe  their  peculiar 
vivacity  and  animation  through 
the  Spanifh  army,  as  well  as  for 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
example  and  exertion  of  their  fu* 
perior  difeipline  and  experience. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon  was  alfifted 
by  a  number  of  the  bell  officers  of 
both  countries,  and  particularly 
of  the  belt  engineers  and  artille- 
rifts  of  his  own.  The  length  and 
celebrity  of  the  fiege,  now  ren¬ 
dered  more  interefting  by  the  fame 
of  the  prefent  extraordinary  pre- 
para  don,  had  drawn  volunteers 
from  every  part  of  Europe  to  the 
camp  before  Gibraltar ;  and  not 
only  the  nobility  of  Spain,  but 
many  of  other  countries  were  af- 
f  enabled,  either  to  difplay  their 
valour,  or  to  gratify  curiofity  in 
beholding  fuch  a  naval  and  mili¬ 
tary  fpedtacle,  as,  it  was  proba¬ 
ble,  had  never  been  before  exhi, 
bited.  The  arrival  of  two  princes 
of  the  royal  blood  of  France* 
ferved  to  increafe  the  fplendour  and 
celebrity  of  the  feene.  The  Count 
de  Artois,  the  French  King’s  bro¬ 
ther,  and  his  coufin  the  Duke  de 
Bourbon,  feemed  eager  to  immor¬ 
talize  their  names,  by  partaking  in 
the  glory  of  fo  fignal  and  illuftrious 
an  enterprize,  as  the  recovery  of 
Gibraltar  to  the  crown  of  their 
kin  finnan  and  ally. 

The  arrival  of  the  French  princes 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
difplay  of  that  politenefs,  and  the 
exercife  of  thoie  humanized  atten¬ 
tions  and  civilities,  by  which  the 
refined  manners  of  modern  Europe 
have  tended  fo  much  to  divert  war 
of  many  p^rts  of  its  antient  favage 
barbarity.  Some  packets,  con¬ 
taining  a  number  of  letters  di¬ 
rected  to  the  officers  in  Gibraltar* 
haying,  on  the  way,  fallen  intp 
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the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  were, 
of  courfe,  tranfmitted  to  the  court 
of  Madrid,  where  they  lay,  at  the 
time  that  the  Count  de  Artois  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  capital.  The  French 
prince,  in  that  l'pirit  of  generofity, 
which  diftinguifhes  his  family  as 
well  as  his  country,  confidering 
this  circumftance  as  affording  a 
plealing  opportunity  of  introduc¬ 
tion  to  a  brave  and  generous  ene¬ 
my,  obtained  the  packets  from  the 
king,  and  condefcended  to  convey 
them,  under  his  own  care,  to  the 
camp. 

The  tranfmiflion  of  the  packets 
to  Gibraltar  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  the  Duke  de  Crillon  of 
accompanying  them  with  a  letter 
to  General  Elliot,  in  which,  be- 
iides  informing  him  of  the  arrival 
of  the  French  princes  in  his  camp, 
and  of  this  particular  mark  of  at¬ 
tention  fhewn  by  the  Count  de 
Artois,  he  farther  acquainted  him, 
that  he  was  charged  by  them,  re- 
fpeftively,  to  convey  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  the  ftrongeft  expreffions  of  their 
regard  and  efteem  for  his  perfon 
and  character.  The  duke  expref- 
fed  his  own  regards  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  in  the  rnoft  flattering  terms  ; 
eagerly  wilhing  to  merit  his 
efteem,  and  declaring  the  pleafure 
with  which  he  looked  forward  in 
the  hope  of  becoming  his  friend, 
after  he  had  learnt  to  render  him- 
felf  worthy  the  honour  of  facing 
him  as  an  enemy.  He  likewife 
requefted,  in  the  moft  obliging 
terms,  that  he  would  accept  of  a 
prefent  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  for 
his  own  ufe,  which  accompanied 
the  letter,  and  of  fome  ice  and 
partridges  for  the  gentlemen  of  his 
houfehold  ;  farther  intreating,  that 
as  he  knew  the  general  lived  en¬ 
tirely  upon  vegetables,  he  would 


acquaint  him  with  the  particular 
kinds  which  he  liked  beft,  with  a 
view  to  his  regular  fupply.  The 
whole  letter  may  be  conftdered  as  a 
model  of  military  politenefs. 

General  Elliot  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  lels  polite  or  obliging  in  his 
anfvver,  whether  with  refpedl  to 
the  duke  himfclf,  or  to  the  princes. 
But,  he  informed  the  duke,  that 
in  accepting  the  prefent,  he  had 
broken  through  a  refolution  which 
he  had  invariably  adhered  to  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war, 
which  was,  never  to  receive,  or 
to  procure  by  any  means  whatever, 
any  provilions  or  other  commodity 
for  his  own  private  ufe :  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  every  thing  was  fold 
publickly  in  the  garrifon,  fo  that 
the  private  foldier,  if  he  had  mo¬ 
ney,  might  become  a  purchafer 
with  the  fame  facility  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  ;  and  that  he  made  it  a 
point  of  honour,  to  partake  of 
both  plenty  and  fcarcity,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  loweft  of  his  brave 
fellow  foldiers.  He  therefore  in- 
treated  the  duke,  not  to  heap  any 
more  favours  of  the  fame  kind 
upon  him,  as  he  could  not  in  fu¬ 
ture  apply  them  to  his  own  ufe.— ~ 
An  anfvver  and  conduct  worthy  of 
General  Elliot,  and  of  the  brave 
garrifon  which  he  commanded. 

The  French  princes  arrived  at 
the  camp  about  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft,  and  after  examining  the  ftate 
of  the  preparations  by  land,  re¬ 
viewed  the  new  and  extraordinary 
machines  contrived  by  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  Arcon.  They  were  accom¬ 
panied  on  this  occafion  by  all 
the  principal  commanders  of  both 
nations,  whether  in  the  land  or 
naval  fervice ;  and  the  battering 
Flips,  if  the  French  and  Spanifh. 
accounts  are  to  be  credited,  not- 
±  withftanding 
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withftanding  their  vaft  bulk  and 
immenfe  weight,  not  only  gave 
the  greateft  fatisfadion,  bat  afto- 
niftied  even  the  mo  ft  intelligent  of 
the  officers  prefent,  when  they  faw 
them  go  through  their  various 
evolutions  with  all  the  eafe  and 
dexterity  of  frigates.  The  confi¬ 
dence  now  placed  in  the  dreadful 
and  immediate  efred  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  their  action,  went  be¬ 
yond  all  bounds.  Twenty  Tour 
hours  was  a  longer  time,  than  the 
public  opinion  would  admit  to  be 
neceffary,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  their  attack,  for  the  utter 
deftrudion  of  Gibraltar.  Even 
the  commanders  held  fimilar  fen- 
timents  ;  and  the  Duke  de  Cril- 
3on  was  thought  extremely  cau¬ 
tious  of  hazarding  an  opinion, 
when  he  allowed  fo  long  a  term  as 
fourteen  days  to  the  certainty  of  be¬ 
ing  in  poffeffion  of  the  place. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  temper  and  difpolition  of  the 
Trench  armies,  or  even  of  the 
people  in  general,  will  not  be  fur- 
prized  that  the  arrival  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood  fhould  excite 
an  extraordinary  enthufiafm  in  the 
troops  of  that  nation.  The  con¬ 
tagion  was  foon  communicated  to 
the  Spanifti  army  ;  and  as  foon  tri¬ 
umphed  over  the  conftitutional  or 
habitual  gravity  of  that  nation. 
The  impatience  of  the  combined 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land  for 
jidion  became  exceffive ;  and  every 
hour  appeared  an  age  until  they 
could  have  an  opportunity,  upon 
fo  confpicuous  a  theatre,  and  un¬ 
der  the  eyes  of  fo  great  a  number 
of  illuftrious  fpedatcrs,  of  figna- 
lizing  their  refpedive  valour  and 
emulation.  The  infedion  even 
reached  to,  arid  produced  its  ef- 
fed  upon  the  Commanders.  The 


engineer  has  fince  complained,  that 
much  time  was  loft,  before  the 
preparation  in  confeqqence  of  his 
fcheme  was  commenced,  and  that 
the  precipitancy  afterwards,  in 
hurrying  on  meafures  before  his 
plan  was  entirely  completed,  mili¬ 
tated  no  lefs  again  ft  its  fuccefs  than 
the  original  delay. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  forgot¬ 
ten,  that  the  apprehenfion  of  Lord 
Howe’s  arrival  to  the  relief  of 
the  place,  which  began  now  to  be 
every  day  expeded,  although  the 
great  inferiority  of  any  force  which 
he  could  bring  was  welLknown, 
would,  notwithftanding,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  any  ether  drcumftances, 
have  effedually  ferved,  both  to 
quicken  the  determinations  of  the 
court,  and  to  accelerate  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fleet  and  the  army. 
It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  arrival  of  the  princes  contri¬ 
buted,  on  various  accounts,  to 
further  this  effed ;  and  that  even 
the  inconveniences  of  their  being 
detained  long  in  the  camp,  and 
the  prodigious  expence  which  it 
occasioned  to  the  Count  de  Ar¬ 
tois,  were  probably  matters  of  con- 
fideration. 

Although  the  intrepid  defender 
of  Gibraltar  had  long  obferved  the 
florm  ‘  gathering,  and  faw  that  it 
muft  loon  fall  with  unparalleled 
violence,  yet  he  could  only  obtain 
fome  general  knowledge  of  the 
immenfe  preparations  that  were 
making,  and  of  the  invention  of 
fome  terrible  machines,  which  had 
infpired  the  enemy  with  a  confi¬ 
dence  of  fuccefs,  to  which  they 
had  been  before  ftrangers ;  but 
was  utterly  in*  the  dark  as  to  thd 
nature,  conftrudion,  and  mode  of 
operation  of  thofe  new-invented 
veffels.  This  uncertainty'  as  to 
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the  mode  of  attack,  and  ignorance 
of  the  nature  and  powers  of  a  new 
enemy,  jfeemed  almoft  fufficient  to 
fhake  the  firmnef$  of  the  moft  tried 
and  conftant  refolu tion  ;  and  could 
not  but  greatly  increafe  the  al¬ 
ready  numberlefs  anxieties  of  fo 
arduous  and  perilous  a  fituation. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  General 
Elliot  left  nothing  undone,  that 
it  was  poffible  for  a  great  com¬ 
mander  to  accomplilh :  he  pro¬ 
vided  for  every  circumftance  of 
danger  that  could  be  forefeen  or 
imagined,  for  the  reception  of 
every  enemy,  whatever  his  mode 
of  operation  might  be  :  and  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  excellency  of  his  of¬ 
ficers,  and  the  valour  of  the  ad¬ 
mirable  troops  they  commanded, 
was  not  apprehenfive  of  trufting 
the  event  to  the  decifion  of  that 
fortune,  which  has  ever  been  held 
favourable  to  fuperior  exertions  of 
virtue  and  bravery. 

In  the  mean  time,  unawed  by 
the  vaft  force  with  which  he  was 
on  every  fide,  by  fea  and  land 
furrounded,  General  Elliot  did 
not  hefitate,  by  new  and  unex- 
peCled  infult  and  damage,  to  pro¬ 
voke  his  combined  enemies  to  the 
attack.  For,  obferving  that  their 
works  on  the  land  fide  were  nearly 
completed,  and  fome  of  them 
pretty  far  advanced  towards  the 
fortrefs,  he  determined  to  try 
(though  dubious  of  the  effeCl  from 
the  diflance)  how  far  a  vigorous 
cannonade  and  bombardment,  with 
red-hot  balls,  carcaffes  and  fhells, 
might  operate  to  their  deflruftion. 
A  powerful  and  admirably  direct¬ 
ed  firing  commenced  from  the  gar- 
rifon  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  8th  of  September,  and 
was  fupported  through  the  day, 
with  the  ufual  unrivalled  &ill  and 
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dexterity  of  the  artillery  officers. 
The  effeCl  far  exceeded  the  ?ene- 

o 

ral’s  expectation.  By  ten  o’clock 
the  Mahon  battery,  with  another 
adjoining  to  it,  were  in  flames ; 
and  by  five  in  the  evening  were 
entirely  confumed,  together  with, 
their  gun-carriages,  platforms  and 
magazines,  although  the  latter 
were  bomb  proof.  A  great  part 
of  the  communications  to  the 
eaftern  parallel,  and  of  the  trenches 
and  parapet  for  mufquetry,  were 
likewife  deftroyed ;  and  a  large 
battery  near  the  bay  was  fo  much 
damaged,  having  been  repeatedly 
on  fire  in  feveral  places,  that  the 
enemy  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
taking  down  one  half  of  it.  They 
acknowledged,  that  their  works 
were  on  fire  in  fifty  places  at  the 
fame  inftant.  The  emulation  be¬ 
tween  the  nations,  as  well  as  the 
prefence  of  the  French  princes, 
urged  the  troops  to  expofe  them- 
felves  exceedingly  in  their  efforts 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames,  fo  that  their  lofs  in  men, 
under  fo  dreadful  and  well  directed 
a  fire,  could  not  but  have  been 
very  confiderable.  This  was  in¬ 
deed  fully  within  the  fight  and  ob- 
fervation  of  the  garrifon,  although 
the  Spanifh  and  French  publiflied 
accounts,  in  their  ufual  manner, 
reprefented  the  lofs  of  men  as  be¬ 
ing  fo  trifling,  that  it  ill  accorded 
with  their  own  detail  of  the  mif- 
chief  done  to  their  works,  and  of 
the  extraordinary  valour  difplayed 
by  the  troops  of  both  nations  in 
expoflng  themfelves  to  fuch  im¬ 
minent  danger.  Itmuflhave  been 
highly  curious  and  intereffing, 
even  to  an  indifferent  fpeCtator,  to 
have  beheld  the  diforder  and  con- 
fufion  into  which  lo  powerful  an 
army  was  thrown,  and  the  lofs 
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and  mifchief  it  fufiained,  through 
the  exertions  of  fo  inferior  a  num¬ 
ber.  If  vanity  was  capable  of 
producing  fuch  effe&s,  there  would 
have  been  an  opportunity  now  for 
its  full  gratification. 

This  frefh  affront  recalled  the 
memory  of  the  lofs  and  difgrace 
fuffered  by  the  fally  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  and  was  refented  fo 
much  by  the  allied  commanders, 
that  it  feems  to  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  precipitate  their 
meafures.  A  new  battery  of  64 
heavy  cannon  was  opened  by 
break  of  day  on  the  following 
morning,  which  with  the  cannon 
in  their  lines,  and  above  60  mor¬ 
tars,  continued  to  pour  their  fhot 
and  fhells  without  intermiffion, 
upon  the  garrifon,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  day.  At  the 
fame  time,  a  fquadron  of  feven 
Spanifh  and  two  French  fhips  of 
the  line,  with  fome  frigates  and 
fmaller  veffels,  taking  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  favourable  wind,  dropped 
down  from  the  Orange  Grove,  at 
the  head  of  the  bay,  and  paffing 
flowly  along  the  works,  difcharged 
their  fhot  at  the  fouth  baflion,  and 
the  ragged  fiaff,  continuing  their 
cannonade,  until  they  had  palled 
Europa  point,  and  got  into  the 
Mediterranean.  They  then  form¬ 
ed  a  line  to  the  eailward  of  the 
rock,  and,  the  admiral  leading, 
came  to  the  attack  of  the  batteries 
on  Europa  point,  and  under  a 
very  flow  fail,  commenced  a  heavy 
fire  with  all  their  guns,  which 
continued  until  they  were  entirely 
pa(Ted. 

The  fmall  marine  force  at  Gib¬ 
raltar  had  for  fome  confiderable 
time  been  commanded  by  Captain 
Curtis,  of  the  Brilliant  frigate, 
who  had  been  much  difiinguifhed 


in  feveral  fpirited  actions  with  the, 
Spanifh  frigates  and  gun-boats, 
and  had  been  particularly  fuccefs- 
ful  in  refcuing  the  veffels  that  were 
coming  into  the  garrifon,  from 
their  attacks  in  the  bay.  We  have 
already  feen  that  the  feamen  had 
held  a  diitinguifhed  part  in  the 
laft  fally ;  where  as  they  were 
attached  to  different  garrifon 
corps,  this  gentleman  a&ed  only 
as  a  volunteer.  In  the  prefent 
feafon  of  danger,  when  the  fupe-? 
riority  of  the  enemy  fhut  them  up 
from  exertion  on  their  proper  ele¬ 
ment,  it  was  thought  neceffary  not 
to  lofe  their  fervices  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  defence  of  the  place  by  land. 
They  were  accordingly  formed  in¬ 
to  a  diflinft  corps,  under  the  name 
of  the  marine  brigade,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Curtis  held  the  rank  and 
title  of  brigadier,  as  their  com¬ 
mander.  To  that  officer,  and  his 
marine  corps,  was  committed  the 
defence  of  the  works  and  batteries 
on  Europa  Point;  a  truft  which 
they  difcharged  fo  well,  that  hav¬ 
ing  repeatedly  flruck  the  enemy 
in  the  fir  ft  attack,  they  were  af¬ 
terwards  glad  to  keep  a  more 
guarded  diflance  ;  and  two  of  the 
Spanifh  flips  found  it  neceffary  to 
go  to  Algeziras  to  repair  their  da¬ 
mages. 

The  firing  from  the  ifhmus  was 
renewed  on  the  next,  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  fucceeding  days  ;  while 
the  enemy  beaded  that  it  fhould  be 
fupported  on  the  fame  fcale  until 
the  reduction  of  the  place ;  that 
being  at  the  rate  of  6500  cannon 
fhot  and  1080  fhells,  in  every 
24  hours.  The  flips  likewife 
made  repeated  attacks  upon  Eu¬ 
ropa  point,  but  the  batteries  were 
fo  excellently  ferved,  and  the  guns 
fo  well  pointed.,  that  they  did  not 

approach 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*235 


approach  near  enough  to  produce 
much  effect.  As  if  it  had  been 
.hoped  at  once  to  confound  and 
overwhelm  the  garrifon,  by  the 
multitudinous  forms  and  variety  of 
attack,  and  the  enormous  quan¬ 
tity  of  fire  poured  upon  them, 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats  were 
now  added  to  all  the  other  inflru- 
ments  of  vengeance,  and  renewed 
with  great  fiercenefs  their  affaults 
both  by  day  and  by  night  upon  the 
works.  Indeed  the  numerous 
volunteers  and  fpeflators  had  now 
an  unufual  opportunity  of  gratify¬ 
ing  their  curiofity,  in  beholding 
the  operations  of  war  diverfified 
nearly  into  all  the  forms,  which  it 
is  capable  of  exhibiting,  whether 
by  land  or  by  fea,  in  the  attack  or 
defence  of  a  fortrefs. 

It  feems  fcarcely  lefs  than  afto- 
nifhing,  that  thefe  numerous  at¬ 
tacks,  accompanied  by  fo  prodi¬ 
gious  a  weight  of  fire,  in  all  its 
moll  deflru&ive  modes  of  aftion, 
fhould  have  produced  very  little 
effedl,  either  with  refpeft  to  the 
lofs  of  men  in  the  garrifon,  or  to 
the  damage  done  to  the  works. 
But  the  arduous  day  was  now  fa# 
approaching,  when  courage,  fkiil, 
and  ingenuity,  were  to  undergo 
their  feverefl  trial ;  and  when  all 
the  united  powers  of  gun-powder 
and  artillery,  in  their  highefl  flate 
of  difcovery  and  improvement, 
were  to  be  called  into  a&ion. 

The  combined  fleets,  of  27  Spa- 
nifh  and  12  French  fhips  of  the 
line  were  now  arrived  at  Alge- 
ziras  from  Cadiz,  and  with  thofe 
already  on  the  fpot,  amounted 
either  to  48  or  49  fail  of  the  line, 
befides  two  or  three  fifties.  The 
battering  fhips  were  likewife  in 
readinefs.  Their  batteries  were 
covered  with  154  pieces  of  heavy 


brafs  cannon ;  and  they  carried 
fomething  lefs  than  half  that  num¬ 
ber  to  be  uled  as  exchanges.  The 
Paflora,  the  admiral’s  {hip,  had 
24  guns  mounted,  and  ten  in  re- 
ferve  ;  the  Prince  of  Naffau’s  fhip, 
the  Paula,  was  about  the  fame 
force,  and  held  a  fimilar  propor¬ 
tion.  Thirty-  fix  artillery  men, 
and  volunteers  from  the  two  ar¬ 
mies,  wrere  allotted  to  the  fervice 
of  each  gun  ;  and  thefe  being  ex- 
clufive  of  the  officers,  and  of  the 
feamen  who  navigated  the  veffels, 
the  whole  number  on  board  was 
eflimated  at  between  fix  and  feven 
thoufand  men.  The  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  with  the  floating 
battery  and  the  bomb  ketches, 
were  to  carry  on  their  attacks  in 
every  poffible  dire&ion,  whilft  the 
fire  of  the  battering  fhips  was  di¬ 
rected  again#  their  deftined  ob¬ 
jects.  By  this  means,  and  by  the 
fire  of  near  300  cannon,  mortars, 
and  howitzers  from  the  ifthmus,  it 
was  intended  that  every  part  of 
the  works  being  attacked  at  the 
fame  inftant,  and  every  quarter 
prefenting  a  fimilar  face  of  dan¬ 
ger,  the  garrifon  fhould  be  thrown 
into  irretrievable  confirmation  and 
difmay,  or  at  lea#,  that  their  at¬ 
tention  being  called  away  to  fo 
many  fervices,  the  refinance  mu# 
become  generally  ineffective,  and 
totally  unequal  to  the  accumu¬ 
lated  weight  and  force  of  the 
grand  attack. 

About  feven  o’clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  of  September, 
1782,  the  ten  battering  fhips  of 
the  enemy,  lying  at  the  Puenta 
Maillova,  near  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  under  the 
conduCt  of  Admiral  Don  B.  Mo¬ 
reno,  were  obferved  to  be  in  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  foon  after  getting  un¬ 
der 
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der  fail,  to  proceed  to  their  Na¬ 
tions  for  the  attack  of  that  for¬ 
trefs.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o®  clock  they  came  to  an  anchor, 
being  moored  in  a  line,  at  mode¬ 
rate  diftances,  from  the  Old  to  the 
New  Mole,  lying  parallel  to  the 
jock,  and  at  about  900  yards  dif- 
tance.  The  greateft  fpirit  was 
difplayed  through  this  whole  evo¬ 
lution  ;  and  it  is  acknowledged 
on  our  fide,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  mafterly  than  the  perform¬ 
ance.  The  admiral’s  fhip  was 
Jlationed  oppolite  the  King’s  baf- 
tion ;  and  the  others  took  their 
appointed  places,  fucceffively,  and 
with  great  regularity,  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  admiral.  The  fur- 
rounding  hills  were  by  this  time 
covered  with  people,  and  it  feem- 
ed  as  if  all  Spain  had  aifembled  to 
jbehold  the  fpe&acle. 

The  cannonade  and  bombard¬ 
ment,  on  all  lides,  and  in  all  di¬ 
rections,  from  the  iflhmus,  the 
fea,  and  the  various  works  of  the 
fortrefs,  was  not  only  tremendous 
but  beyond  example.  The  pro¬ 
digious  fhowers  of  red-hot  balls, 
of  bombs,  and  of  carcaifes,  which 
filed  the  air,  and  were  without 
intermiffion  thrown  to  every  point 
of  the  various  attacks,  both  by 
fea  and  by  land,  from  thegarrifon, 
aftonilhed  the  commanders  of  the 
allied  forces,  who  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  the  poffibility,  that  General 
Elliot,  {heightened  as  he  was 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  gar- 
rifon,  fhould  have  been  by  any 
means  able  to  conftruCt  or  to  ma¬ 
nage  fuch  a  multitude  of  furnaces, 
as  they  deemed  neceffary  to  the 
heating  of  the  infinite  quantity  of 
fhot  then  thrown.  The  number 
of  red  hot-balls,  which  the  batter¬ 
ing  ihips  only  received  in  the 


courfe  of  the  day,  was  efiimated 
in  their  own  accounts  at  not  lefs 
than  four  thoufand.  Nor  were 
the  mortar  batteries  in  the  for¬ 
trefs  worfe  fupported ;  and  while 
the  battering  {hips  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  objects  of  vengeance 
as  they  were'  of  appreheniion  to 
the  garrifon,  the  whole  extent  of 
the  peninfula  feemed  at  the  fame 
time  to  be  overwhelmed  in  the 
torrents  of  fire  which  were  in- 
ceffantly  poured  upon  it. 

As  the  violence  of  the  attacks 
correfponded  with  the  fury  of  the 
defence,  and  that  the  means  and 
powers  of  annoyance  and  deftruc- 
tion  were  prodigious  on  both  fides, 
no  imagination  could  conceive  a 
fcene  more  terrible,  than  this  day 
and  the  fucceeding  night  exhi¬ 
bited.  All  defcription  would  fail, 
in  attempting  to  convey  adequate 
ideas  of  fuch  a  fcene ;  and  the  very 
a&ors  in  it  could  not  be  perfe&ly 
clear  and  dikinft  in  their  concep¬ 
tions  of  what  was  palling,  amidft 
the  furrounding  tumult  and  up^ 
roar. 

The  battering  {hips  were  found 
upon  trial  to  be  an  enemy  fcarcely 
lefs  formidable  than  had  been  re- 
prefented.  Befides  maintaining  a 
cannonade  fo  prodigious  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  as 
fcarcely  admitted  any  appearance 
of  fuperiority  on  the  fide  of  the 
fortrefs,  their  conftrudtion  was  fo 
admirably  calculated  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  withftanding  the  combined 
powers  of  lire  and  artillery,  that 
for  feveral  hours  the  inceifant 
fhowers  of  {hells,  and  the  hot  fhot 
with  which  they  were  aiTailed, 
were  not  capable  of  making  any 
vilible  impreffion  upon  them. 

About  two  o’clock,  however, 
fome  iinoke  was  feen  to  ifTue  from 

the 
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the  upper  part  of  the  admiral’s 
fhip ;  and  foon  after,  men  were 
obferved  ufing  fire  engines,  and 
pouring  water  into  the  fhot-holes. 
This  fire,  though  kept  under  dur¬ 
ing  the  continuance  of  day-light, 
could  never  be  thoroughly  fub- 
dued  ;  and  in  fome  time,  the  {hip 
commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Naflau, 
which  was  next  in  ftze  and  force 
to  the  admiral’s,  was  perceiv¬ 
ed  to  be  in  the  fame  condition. 
The  diforder  in  thefe  two  com¬ 
manding  fhips  in  the  center,  af- 
fedled  the  whole  line  of  attack  ;  and 
by  the  evening,  the  fire  from  the 
fortrefs  had  gained  a  decided  lu- 
periority. 

The  fire  was  continued  from  the 
batteries  in  the  fortrefs,  with  equal 
vigour,  through  the  night ;  and 
by  one  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
the  two  firft  {hips  were  in  flames, 
and  feveral  more  vifibly  on  fire. 
The  confufion  was  now  great  and 
apparent ;  and  the  number  of 
rockets  continually  thrown  up 
from  each  of  the  {hips,  as  fignals 
to  the  fleet,  were  fufiiciently  ex- 
preflive '  of  their  extreme  diftrefs 
and  danger.  Thefe  fignals  were 
immediately  anfwered,  and  all 
means  ufed  by  the  fleet  to  afford 
the  afliflance  which  they  required ; 
but  as  it  was  deemed  impoflible  to 
remove  the  battering  {flips,  their 
endeavours  were  only  dire&ed  to 
bringing  off-  the  men.  A  great 
number  of  boats  were  accordingly 
employed,  and  great  intrepidity 
difplayed  in  the  attempts  for  this 
purpofe ;  the  danger  from  the 
burning  veflels,  filled  as  they  were 
with  inftruments  of  deflrudtion,  ap¬ 
pearing  no  lefs  dreadful,  than  the 
fire  from  the  garrifon,  terrible 
as  that  was ;  and  that  the  light 
thrown  out  on  all  Tides  by  the 


flames,  afforded  the  utmoft  precis 
flon  in  its  dire&ion. 

This  ftate  of  things  prefented  an 
opportunity  for  the  exercife  of  the 
daring  genius  of  Captain  Curtis, 
in  ufing  the  exertions  of  his  gun¬ 
boats,  to  complete  the  general 
confufion  and  deftruction.  Thefe 
were  twelve  in  number,  and  each 
carrying  an  eighteen  or  a  twenty - 
four  pounder,  their  low  fire  and 
fixed  aim  was  not  a  little  formid¬ 
able.  They  were  fpeedily  manned 
by  the  marine  brigade,  who  were 
equally  eager  to  fecond  the  de~ 
figns  of  their  adventurous  com¬ 
mander,  whether  by  land  or  by 
fea.  He  drew  thefe  up  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  flank  the  line  of  bat¬ 
tering  fhips,  which  were  now 
equally  overwhelmed,  by  the  in- 
ceflant  direfl  fire  from  the  garri¬ 
fon,  and  by  that  juft  at  hand, 
raking  the  whole  extent  of  their 
line,  from  the  gun -boats.  The 
feene  was  wrought  up  by  this 
fierce  and  unexpected  attack  to  the 
higheft  point  of  calamity.  The 
Spanifh  boats  dared  no  longer  to 
approach  ;  and  were  compelled  to 
the  hard  neceffity  of  abandoning 
their  {flips  and  friends  to  the 
flames,  or  to  the  mercy  and  hu¬ 
manity  of  a  heated  and  irritated 
enemy.  Several  of  their  boats  and 
launches  had  been  funk  before 
they  fubmitted  to  this  neceflity ; 
and  one  in  particular  with  four- 
fcore  men  on  board,  who  were  all 
drowned,  excepting  an  officer  and 
twelve  men,  who  having  the  for¬ 
tune  to  float  on  the  wreck  under 
the  walls,  were  taken  up  by  the 
gvrifon.  The  day-light  now  ap¬ 
pearing,  two  Spanifli  feluccas, 
which  had  not  efcaped  with  the 
others,  attempted  to  get  out  of  the 
danger  j  but  a  fhot  from  a  gun¬ 
boat 
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boat  having  killed  feveral  men  on 
board  one  of  them,  they  were  both 
glad  to  furrender. 

It  feemed,  that  nothing  could 
have  exceeded  the  horrors  of  the 
night ;  but  the  opening  of  day¬ 
light  difclofed  a  fpedacle  Hill  more 
dreadful.  Numbers  of  men  were 
feen  in  the  midft  of  the  flames, 
crying  out  for  pity  and  help  ; 
others  floating  upon  pieces  of  tim¬ 
ber,  expofed  to  an  equal,  though 
lefs  dreadful  danger,  from  the  op- 
pofite  element.  Even  thofe  in  the 
fhips  where  the  fire  had  yet  made 
a  lefs  progrefs,  exprefled  in  their 
looks,  geftures,  and  words,  the 
deepeft  diftrels  and  defpair  ;  and 
were  no  lefs  urgent  in  imploring 
afliftance. 

The  generous  humanity  of  the 
vidors  now,  at  leaft,  equalled  their 
extraordinary  preceding  exerti¬ 
ons  of  valour  ;  and  was  to  them 
far  more  glorious.  Nor  were  the 
exertions  of  humanity  by  any  means 
attended  with  lefs  danger,  nor 
with  circumftances  lefs  terrible  in 
the  appearance,  than  thofe  of  ac¬ 
tive  hoftility.  The  honour  and 
danger,  however,  in  this  in  fiance, 
lay  entirely  with  the  marine  bri¬ 
gade,  and  with  their  intrepid  com¬ 
mander.  The  firing  both  from 
the  garrifon  and  gun-boats  in- 
flantly  ceafed,  upon  the  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  difmal  fpedacle 
prefented  by  the  morning  light ; 
and  every  danger  was  encounter¬ 
ed,  in  the  endeavours  to  refcue 
the  di  ft  re  fled  enemy  from  fur- 
rounding  deftrudion.  In  thefe  ef¬ 
forts,  the  boats  were  equally  ex¬ 
pofed  to  the  peril  arifing  from  the 
blowing  up  of  the  fhips,  as  the 
fire  reached  their  magazines,  and 
to  the  continual  difcharge,  on  all 
fides,  of  the  artillery,  as  the  guns 


became  to  a  certain  degree  heated. 
It  was  indeed  a  noble  exertion ! 
and  a  more  flriking  inftance  of  the 
ardour  and  boldnefs  with  which  it 
was  fupported,  needs  not  to  be 
given,  than  that  of  an  officer  and 
29  private  men,  all  feverely,  and 
fome  moft  dreadfully  wounded,  who 
were  dragged  out  from  among  the 
flain  in  the  holds  of  the  burning 
fhips,  and  moft  of  whom  recovered 
in  the  hofpical  at  Gibraltar. 

In  thefe  extraordinary  efforts  to 
fave  an  enemy  from  perifhing ; 
though  the  moft  aftonifhing  intre¬ 
pidity  was  fhewn  by  all  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men,  yet  their  gallant 
commander  was  peculiarly  diftin- 
guiilied  ;  and  his  life  was  repeat¬ 
edly  in  the  moft  imminent  danger. 
Befides  his  being  the  firft  to  rufli 
on.  board  the  burning  veflels,  and 
to  fet  the  example  of  dragging  with 
his  own  hands  the  terrified  vidims 
from  the  midft  of  the  flames,  his 
pinnace  being  clofe  to  one  of  the 
largeft  fhips  when  fhe  blew  up, 
the  wreck  was  ipread  all  round  to 
a  vaft  extent,  and  every  objed  be¬ 
ing  for  a  confiderabie  time  buried 
in  a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke,  Gene¬ 
ral  Elliot  and  the  garrifon  fuffered 
the  moft  poignant  anguifh  and 
diftrefs,  confidering  the  fate  of 
their  brave  and  generous  friend, 
and  of  his  bold  companions,  as 
inevitable.  Indeed,  their  efcape 
was  little  lefs  than  miraculous, 
though  not  quite  complete ;  for 
the  cockfwain  and  fome  of  the 
crew  were  killed,  others  wounded  ; 
and  a  large  hole  ilruck,  by  the 
falling  timber,  through  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  pinnace  ;  which  was 
only  faved  for  the  inftant  from 
going  to  the  bottom,  by  the  fea- 
men’s  fluffing  the  hole  with  their 
jackets,  and  by  that  means  keep- 
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fng  her  above  water  until  other 
boats  arrived  to  her  afliftance. 
Another  gun-boat  was  funk  at  the 
fame  inftant,  and  a  third  fo  much 
damaged  as  to  be  with  difficulty 
laved.  Something  near  or  about 
400  men  were  faved,  by  thefe 
exertions,  from  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion  ;  and  it  may  be  truely  faid, 
(and  highly  to  the  honour  of  our 
national  chara&er)  that  the  exer- 
cile  of  humanity  to  an  enemy,  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances  of  imme¬ 
diate  a&ion  and  impending  peril, 
was  never  yet  difplayed  with 
greater  luftre  than  upon  this  occa- 
cafion. 

It  was  highly  fortunate,  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
and  feamen  on  board  the  fhips  had 
been  removed,  before  the  effec¬ 
tive,  and  admirably  dire&ed  attack 
made  by  Captain  Curtis  with  the 
gun-boats,  could  have  been  at¬ 
tempted.  Numbers,  however,  pe- 
rifhed ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  at  a 
very  moderate  eftimate,  that  the 
enemy  could  not  have  loft  lefs 
than  1500  men,  including  the 
prifoners  and  wounded,  in  the  at¬ 
tack  by  fea.  Admiral  Don  Mo¬ 
reno  left  his  flag  flying,  when  he 
abandoned  his  fhip  in  Which  ftate 
it  continued  until  it  was  confum- 
ed  or  blown  up  with  the  veffel. 
Eight  more  of  the  fhips  blew  up 
fucceflively,  with  dreadful  explo- 
fions  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The 
tenth  was  burnt  by  the  Englifli, 
when  they  found  fhe  could  not  be 
brought  off. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Spa- 
mfh  gun  and  mortar-boats  took 
any  great  fhare  in  this  attack. 
They  were  intended  to  flank  the 
Engliffi  batteries,  while  they  were 
attacked  directly  in  front  by  the 
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fhips,  and  to  throw  their  fire  in 
fuch  dire&ions,  as  it  was  thought, 
befides  increafmg  the  general  con- 
fuflon  and  diforder,  would  render 
it  impoffible  for  the  men  to  Hand 
to  their  guns.  It  feems  probable 
that  their  fpirit  of  adventure  funk, 
under  the  dreadful  fire  from  the 
garrifon.  The  Spariifh  accounts 
Only  mention,  that  the  rifing  of 
the  wind,  and  a  fwell  of  the  fea, 
prevented  their  producing  the  ex¬ 
pelled  effeCl.  Only  two  of  the 
bomb  ketches  came  forward ;  but 
thefe  continued  to  throw  fhell3 
without  intermiflion  into  the  for- 
trefs,  during  the  whole  day  and 
night  of  the  attack.  Nor  did  the 
fleet  perform  the  fervices  which, 
were  expetted  or  threatened,  by 
making  attacks  on  all  practicable 
parts  of  the  fortrefs,  and  thereby 
caufing,  at  lead,  a  diverflon,  in 
favour  of  the  battering  fhips.  This 
failure  has  been  attributed  to  an. 
Unfavourable  wind. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  under  the  aftonilhing  fire 
which  the  garrifon  continued  to 
throw  upon  the  ifihmus  during  the 
whole  time  of  attack,  cannot  be 
afcertained  ;  their  own  various  and 
contradictory  accounts,  being  fo 
evidently  calculated  to  depreciate 
their  lofs  both  by  fea  and  land, 
that  the  lifts  of  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  officers,  and  of  prifoners,  which 
could  not  be  concealed,  feemed 
almoft  neceffary  to  their  acknow¬ 
ledging  that  any  was  fuftained. 
A  letter  from  a  French  officer, 
dated  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
giving  an  account  of  the  attack 
upon  the  works  on  that  day  by  the 
garrifon,  which  was  published  in 
the  foreign  gazettes,  contains  the 
following  pathetic  paffage,  which 

may 
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may  afford  fome  idea  of  the  ef¬ 
fect  produced  by  a  fimilar  or 
greater  fire  on  the  13  th  ;  viz. 

The  eye  is  fatigued,  and  the 
**  heart  rent,  with  the  fight  and 
*c  groans  of  the  dying  and  wound-. 
*e  ed,  whom  the  foldiers  are  this 
*e  moment  carrying  away ;  the 
•e  number  makes  a  man  fhudder ; 

and  I  am  told,  that  in  other 
€i  parts  of  the  lines,  which  are  not 
«  within  view  of  my  poll,  the 
«  numbers  are  fliil  greater.  For- 
*c  tunately  for  my  feelings,  I  have 
*e  not,  at  this  inflant,  leifure  to 
fC  reflect  much  on  the  flate  and 
*(  condition  of  mankind.” 

The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  gar- 
rifon  was  lefs  than  could  have 
been  conceived,  and  was  nearly 
confined  to  the  artillery  corps,  and 
to  the  marine  brigade.  A  few- 
brave  officers  and  men  lofl  their 
lives,  and  a  much  greater  number 
were  wounded.  From  the  9th  of 
Augufl  to  the  17th  of  Odober, 
the  whole  number  of  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  private  men 
jlain,  amounted  to  flxty-five  only  ; 
but  the  wounded  were  no  iefs 
than  388.  Of  ccmmiffioned  offi¬ 
cers,  twelve  were  in  that  time 
wounded,  of  whom  a  captain  and 
a  lieutenant  died.  Npr  was  the 
damage  done  to  the  works  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  to  afford  any  room  for 
future  apprehenhon  or  at  all  to 
bold  any  proportion  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  attacks,  and  the  ex- 
ceffive  weight  of  fire  they  fuf- 
fained. 

Such  was  the  fignal  and  com¬ 
plete  defenfive  vidory,  obtained 
by  a  comparatively  handful  of 
brave  men,  over  the  combined  ef¬ 
forts  and  united  powers,  by  fea 
and  by  land,  of  two  great,  war¬ 
like,  and  potent  nations,  who 


fparing  no  expence,  labor,  or 
exertion  of  art,  for  the  attainment 
of  a  favourite  object,  exceeded  all 
former  example,  as  well  in  the 
magnitude,*  as  in  the  formidable 
nature  of  their  preparation.  A 
viftory  which  has  died  a  fignal 
blaze  of  glory  over  the  whole  gar- 
rifon,  but  which  cannot  fail  par¬ 
ticularly  to  immortalize  the  name 
of  General  Elliot,  and  to  hand 
down  to  poflerity  with  diflinguiih- 
ed  honour  thofe  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Boyd,  and  the  other  prin¬ 
cipal  officers. 

The  enemy  refled  all  their  hopes 
now,  at  leak  ofienfively,  on  the 
defeat  of  Lord  Howe’s  fleet ;  or 
at  any  rate,  on  preventing  the 
intended  relief,  and  thereby  re¬ 
ducing  the  unconquered  garrifon 
to  the  neceffity  of  a  furrender, 
through  the  mere  failure  of  am¬ 
munition  and  provifions.  This 
afforded  the  only  fubjeft  of  confo- 
lation,  and  nothing  feemed  to  be 
fo  ardently  wifhed  for  as  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  Englifh  fleet ;  an  event 
which,  it  was  held  out,  would 
afford  an  happy  opportunity,  for 
converting  all  paft  aifgrace  into 
an  augmentation  of  prefent  glory. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Howe 
met  with  much  delay,  through* 
contrary  winds  and  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  weather,  on  his  way  to 
Gibraltar ;  which  was  rendered 
exceedingly  irkfome,  by  the  an¬ 
xiety  and  ap  prehen  lions  that  pre¬ 
vailed  relative  to  the  fituation  of 
things  at  that  fortrefs,  under  & 
knowledge  of  the  menaced  attack. 
It  was  not  until  the  fleet  had  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  fcene  of  aftion,  that 
this  doubt  and  apprehension  were 
removed,  by  intelligence  received 
from  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  of  th« 
total  difcqmfiture  of  the  combined 

forces 
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forces,  in  their  grand  affault  upon 
that  place.  Advice  was  alfo  re¬ 
ceived  that  the  united  fleets,  in- 
ftead  of  waiting,  as  was  expefled, 
to  encounter  the  Britilh  force,  off 
Cape  St.  Mary,  (a  fituation  which 
would  have  prefented  a  fair  fcene 
for  general  a&ion  on  all  fides)  had 
taken  their  Ration  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar,  as  a  meafure  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  intended  fupply. 

At  this  critical  point  of  time,  a 
violent  gale  of  wind  in  the  Straits, 
threw  the  combined  fleets  at  Al- 
geziras  into  the  greateft  difor- 
der,  and  expofed  them  to  no  fmall 
danger.  This  happened  on  the 
night  of  the  ioth  of  Oiftober,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  ftorm, 
much  damage  was  done.  One  fhip 
of  the  line  was  driven  afhore  near 
Algeziras ;  two  more  were  driven 
to  the  eaftward  into  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ;  others  loft  mails  or  bovv- 
fprits ;  and  many  fuffered  more  or 
lefs  damage.  The  St.  Michael, 
a  fine  Spanifh  fhip  of  72  guns, 
was  driven  acrofs  the  bay,  under 
the  works  of  Gibraltar ;  where  the 
fire  of  the  batteries  increafing  the 
terror  and  confufion  on  board,  fhe 
run  aground,  and  was  taken  by 
the  boats  of  the  garrifon  ;  her  com¬ 
mander,  Admiral  Don  Juan  Mo¬ 
reno,  with  650  feamen  and  fol- 
diers,  became  prifoners  of  war. 
The  enemy,  upon  difcovering  the 
fate  of  the  St.  Michael,  began, 
and  continued  for  feveral  days,  a 
mod  furious  fire  upon  the  fortrefs, 
throwing  at  the  fame  time  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  fhells  at  the  St. 
Michael,  in  the  hope  of  deftroy- 
ing  her  as  fhe  lay  alliore.  This 
fire,  however,  produced  no  other 
effect,  than  fome  fmall  lofs  of 
men,  and  much  trouble  to  thofe 
who  were  employed  in  getting  off 
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the  St.  Michael ;  which  was,  how¬ 
ever,  done  in  three  or  four  days, 
without  any  other  damage  to  the 
fhip  than  what  fhe  received  from 
the  ftorm  or  the  ground ;  and  that, 
excepting  the  lofs  of  a  mail,  was 
in  no  degree  effeniiah 

On  the  morning  that  . 

fucceeded  the  ftorm,  ’  ’ 

the  Britilh  fleet  (which  had  felt 
it,  but  without  lofs  or  damage) 
entered  the  ftraits  mouth,  in  a 
clofe  line  of  battle  a-head ;  and 
about  an  hour  after  midnight,  the 
van  arriving  off  the  Bay  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  a  moft  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  was  afforded  to  the  ftore-fhips 
of  reaching  their  deftined  ancho¬ 
rage,  without  any  moleftation  from 
the  enemy  ;  but  through  fome  in¬ 
attention  of  the  captains  to  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  na¬ 
vigation  laid  down  in  their  in- 
ftrudlions,  only  four  of  the  thirty- 
one  fail  which  accompanied  the 
fleet  eftefled  their  purpofe.  The 
reft,  having  miffed  the  bay,  were 
driven  through  the  ftraits  into  the 
Mediterranean  during  the  night, 
and  were  no  fmall  encumbrance  to 
the  fleet  in  its  fubfequent  opera¬ 
tions. 

While  Lord  Howe  was  collect¬ 
ing  his  convoy  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  and  preparing  to  efcort  them 
back  to  the  rock,  the  enemy  were 
under  no  fmall  anxiety  for  the. 
fafcty  of  the  two  line  of  battl® 
fliips,  which  had  been  driven  from 
Algeziras  out  of  the  ftraits  on  the 
night  of  the  ftorm.  To  recover  , 
thefe,  and  in  the  hope  of  inter¬ 
cepting,  or  preventing  the  return 
of  the  ftore-fhips,  the  combined 
fleets  failed  from  Algeziras  on  the 
13th,  their  force  being  now  lef* 
fened,  by  three  difabled  fhips 
which  they  were  obliged  to  leave? 

[  #<gj  *  behind. 
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behind,  by  the  Stu  Michael,  taken, 
and  by  the  abfence  of  two  others. 

The  Britifh  fleet  was  a -bread  of 
Fungarola,  a  large  port  town  ly¬ 
ing  between  Malaga  and  Gibral¬ 
tar,  when  advice  was  received  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  while  the  fleet 
was  clofing,  and  forming  a  line  of 
battle,  the  Buffalo,  of  60  guns, 
was  difpatched  with  thofe  flore-fhips 
which  had  vet  been  collefled,  to 
the  Zafarine  iflands,  which  lie 
upon  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about 
iixty  leagues  above  Gibraltar. 
The  Panther,  of  the  fame  force, 
being  left  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
for  the  prote&ion,  as  they  arrived, 
of  the  flore-fhips,  LordHowe’s  force 
now  only  amounted  to  thirty-two 
fail  of  the  line. 

About  fun-fet,  the  enemy  were 
defcried  in  great  force,  at  about 
fix  leagues  diftance,  in  line  of 
battle,  with  a  flrong  wind  full  in 
their  favour,  and  bearing  dire&ly 
down  upon  the  Englifh  fleet.  They 
amounted  in  number  to  fixty-four 
fail,  of  which  forty  -  nine  were 
fquare  -  rigged,  and  about  forty- 
two  Teemed  to  be  of  the  line,  in¬ 
cluding  feveral  very  large  three 
deckers.  About  nine  o’clock, 
advice  was  received  from  the  ad¬ 
vanced  frigates,  that  the  enemy 
had  hauled  their  wind  and  bore 
up  ;  and  at  two  in  the  morning, 
that  they  had  tacked.  By  day¬ 
light,  they  were  perceived  clofe  in 
with  the  land,  and  at  fuch  a  diflan ce 
as  not  to  be  vifible  from  the  deck. 
It  would  feem,  that  during  that 
time  they  had  recovered  the  two 
shilling  fhips. 

It  was  difcovered  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  that  feveral  of  the  tranfports 
,  had  not  gone  with  the  Buffalo  on 
the  preceding  evening,  and  that  fb- 
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veral  others  had  joined  the  fleet 
in  the  night.  Upon  this  account, 
the  wind  happening  to  become  fa¬ 
vourable,  the  fleet  proceeded  in 
order  of  battle  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  flraits,  and  paffed  eighteen 
of  the  convoy  fafe  to  Gibraltar 
Bay.  By  the  18th  the  veffels  un¬ 
der  the  convoy  of  the  Buffalo  hav- 
ing  rejoined  the  fleet,  were  fent 
into  Gibraltar ;  two  regiments, 
which  were  on  board  the  fhips  of 
war  and  frigates,  were  likewife 
landed ;  and  a  fcarcity  of  ammu¬ 
nition  in  the  garrifon,  which  feems 
not  to  have  been  provided  for,  was 
remedied  by  Lord  Howe’s  fending 
in  a  fupply  of  i;oo  barrels  of  pow¬ 
der  from  the  fleet. 

During  the  performance  of  thefe 
effential  fervices,  the  combined 
fleets  of  the  enemy  never  once 
came  in  fight;  but  at  the  break  of 
day,  on  the  19th,  the  Britifh  fleet 
being  then  in  the  entrance  of  the 
gut,  and  enclofed  between  the  op- 
pofite  points  of  Europa  and  Ceuta, 
they  appeared,  at  no  great  dif¬ 
tance,  to  the  north-eafl.  The 
Britifh  commander  flaw  that  it 
would  be  the  highefl  imprudence 
and  rafhnefs  to  hazard  an  a&ion 
in  the  gut.  There  was  not  fluffi- 
cient  room  for  forming  the  line  of 
battle ;  much  lefs  for  the  evolu¬ 
tions  which  might  be  neceffary  in 
the  courfe  of  an  engagement.  The 
danger  arifing  in  fuch  circum- 
flances  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy’s  coafls,  was  not  an  objedl 
of  lefs  conflderation  than  their  fu- 
.  periority  in  number  and  force. 
The  wind  blew  full  from  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  and  was  of  courfe  en¬ 
tirely  in  their  favour ;  and,  be- 
Tides  all  the  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  friendly  fhores,  and 
fuch  a  pexffeft  knowledge  of  them 
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and  of  the  currents,  as  to  be  able 
to  evade,  or  to  convert  into  bene¬ 
fits  all  the  dangers  of  the  ftraits, 
they  had,  in  cafe  of  particular  da¬ 
mage,  or  general  misfortune,  ex¬ 
cellent  ports  at  hand  on  all  fides 
lor  their  relief  or  protection ;  while 
the  Englifh  ihips,  in  cafe  of  any 
confiderable  damage,  which  was  a 
confequence  to  be  confidered  as 
unavoidable  with  refpedt  to  fome 
or  other,  had  no  friendly  port  to 
retire  to  for  reliefer  lhelter. 
na  __.i  In  thefe  circum- 

OCt.  20th.  n 

itances.  Lord  Howe 
repafied  the  Itraits  into  the  Atlan« 
tic,  and  was  followed  by  the  ene¬ 
my.  On  the  following  morning, 
they  were  perceived,  at  about  five 
leagues  diitance  to  windward.  The 
Englifh  fleet  formed  in  order  of 
battle  to  leeward,  to  receive  them  ; 
and  the  enemy  had  it  in  their  pow¬ 
er,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  to  have  chofen  their  time  of 
action  as  well  as  their  diftance. 


At  fun-fet,  they  began  a  canno¬ 
nade  on  the  van  and  rear  of  the 
Britilh  fleet ;  but  generally  at  fuch 
a  diftance  as  to  produce  little  ef¬ 
fect;  the  fire  being  occafionally 
returned  by  different  Ihips  as  they 
at  times  approached  within  reach. 
This  firing  was  held  in  fuch  con¬ 
tempt  by  Lord  Howe,  that  he  did 
not  return  a  Angle  Ihot  from  his 
own  fhip,  the  Victory,  although 
fhe  was  fired  at  by  feveral,  and  at 
one  time  by  three  Ihips. 

The  enemy,  however,  perceiv* 
ing  a  part  of  the  rear  a  good  deal 
feparated  from  the  reft,  made  a 
bolder  attempt  upon  that  divifion. 
The  French  and  Spanilh  admirals, 
M.  de  Guichen,  and  Don  Cordo¬ 
va,  led  the  attack  upon  the  fepa~ 
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rated  fhips,  which,  referving  them- 
fefves  till  they  were  within  a  near 
diitance,  threw  in  fo  well-timed, 
fo  heavy,  and  fo  admirably  dired- 
ed  a  fire  upon  them,  and  this  was 
fupported  with  fuch  fpirit  and  ef- 
fed,  that  the  enemy  were  foon 
thrown  into  evident  confufion,  and 
their  leading  Ihips  fuffered  fome 
confiderable  apparent  damage. 
Don  Cordova,  in  particular,  was 
thrown  all  a-back ;  and  the  enemy- 
hauling  their  wind,  gave  up  the 
objed  entirely;  the  cannonade 
ended  about  ten  o’clock,  and  the 
combined  fleets  being  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  in  the  morning, 
and,  to  appearance,  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  Cadiz,  Lord  Howe  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  way  to  England. 

This  diftant  fire,  as  ufual,  and 
as  all  that  was  intended  by  it, 
excepting  merely  to  fave  appear¬ 
ances,  did  a  good  deal  of  damage 
to  the  yards  and  rigging  of  fevera! 
of  the  Englilh  Ihips,  fo  that  if 
Lord  Howe  had  even  been  difpof- 
ed  to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the 
following  morning,  he  could  not 
have  fo  done  ;  but  that,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  neither  was,  nor  ought  to 
have  been  any  part  of  his  objedL 
The  meafure  of  mere  fighting-, 
without  any  adequate  objedl  in, 
view,  can  never  be  adopted  by  any 
wife  commander,  either  by  fea  or 
by  land.  The  great  fer.vice  cf  re¬ 
lieving  Gibralter  was,  in  the-  face 
of  all  Europe,  moft  happily  and 
glorioufly  performed,  under  fuch 
circumftances  of  inferiority  in 
force,  as  not  only  fully  to  fup- 
port,  but  highly  to  exalt,  our  na¬ 
val  renown,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Britilh  flag.  It  was  evident, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
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proceedings,  that  the  combined 
enemy,  with  fo  great  a  fuperio- 
iity  as  they  poftefted,  had  not,  at 
any  time,  the  fm  all  eft  intention 
of  hazarding  a  general  action ; 
however  willing  they  might  be  to 
rifque  fome  lofs  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  that  appearance,  and  how¬ 
ever  watchful  they  were  to  profit 
of  any  advantage  that  might  be 
afforded*  The  Britifh  comman¬ 


der,  befides,  had  other  important 
fervices  ftill  to  provide  for.  He 
detached  eight  fhips  of  the  line 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  fix  to  the 
coafts  of  Ireland,  on  his  way  home  , 
neither  of  which,  or  at  leaft  the 
former,  could  probably  have  been 
done,  if  a  forced  action,  (and 
which  from  its  nature  could  not  be 
decifive)  had  taken  place. 
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Veterjburghy  Dec.  28,  178 1. 

N  confequence  of  the  refolution 
of  the  Emprefs,  our  &uguft  So¬ 
vereign,  refpefting  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  her  marine,  orders  have 
been  iifued  for  building  iz  ftiips 
of  the  line  at  Cherfon,  and  eight 
others,  three-deckers,  here :  by 
this  arrangement,  our  marine  will 
amount  to  42  fhips  of  the  line  for 
the  Baltic,  and  12  of  the  line  for 
the  Black  Sea,  excluftve  of  fri¬ 
gates,  gallies,  bomb-velfels,  and 
other  armed  fhips, 

Dantzig,  Jan.  I,  1782.  The 
total  number  of  veffels  arrived 
here  during  the  year  1781,  is  502, 
among  which  not  one  under 
Dutch  colours ;  and  the  number  of 
thofe  which  have  failed  from  this 
port  during  the  fame  period,  is 
549  ;  among  the  former  42  came 
from  Holland,  and  among  the  lat¬ 
ter  30  were  deftined  for  that  Re¬ 
public. 

Moft  of  theDantzig  veflels  have 
been  employed  in  carrying  fliip- 
building  timber  to  England,  and 
have  had  very  high  freights  ;  but 
2s  all  the  neutral  powers  are  at  this 
time  building  trading  veflels,  it  is 
thought  the  freights  will  be  lower 
this  year  than  laft. 

During  laft  year,  there  have 
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©nly  arrived  here  from  Poland 
4067  lafts  of  wheat,  and  5600  lafts 
of  rye,  which  is  very  different  from 
former  years,  when  the  average 
importation  of  thofe  grains  ufed 
to  be  40,000  lafts.  We  have  at 
prefent,  in  our  warehoufes,  about 
5000  lafts  of  corn,  and  3500  laftk 
of  rye. 

_  Our  trade,  in  general,  is  much 
diminilhed  ;  and  if  our  navigation, 
and  the  fale  of  fhip-building  tim¬ 
ber,  did  not  bring  us  fome  ad¬ 
vantages,  many  here  would  be  in 
a&ual  want. 

,  The  fleet  commanded  by 
3  ’  Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  con- 
fifting  of  40  {hips  of  the  line,  9  fri¬ 
gates,  with  70  tranfports,  having 
4000  troops  on  board,  failed  from 
Cadiz  on  a  fecret  expedition. 

Milan ,  1 8th.  We  have  received 
here  the  ordinances  of  the  Emperor, 
for  the  fuppreflion  of  fome  religi¬ 
ous  orders  of  both  fexes,  the  indi¬ 
viduals  of  which  lead  a  mere  con¬ 
templative  life,  without  being  of 
aiy  fervice  to  the  public. 

h  The  Vienna  Gazette  of 
^  '  this  day’s  date  contains  the 

following  notification  : 

“  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  kept  out 
of  their  country  on  account  of  the 
religion  they  profefs,  that  his 
Majefty  pardons  them,  on  cOndi- 
[AT]  tian 


194]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782, 


iion  that  they  return  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  year  1782,  promifing  that 
they  fhall  enjoy  the  fame  benefits 
as  thofe  vho,  on  account  of  religion, 
had  quitted  the  olace  of  their  birth, 
and  taken  up  their  abode  in  other 
provinces  belonging  to  his  laid 
Majefty.” 

1  The  Marquis  Fayette  and 
20tn.  Vifcount  Noaille  arrived  at 
Paris  from  their  ftations  in  North 
America. 

St.  James's,  25th.  The  Baron 
de  Kutzleben  had  a  private  audi¬ 
ence  of  his  Majefty,  to  deliver  a 
new  letter  of  credence,  giving  him 
the  chara&er  ofMinifter  Plenipo-* 
tentiary  from  his  Serene  Highnefs 
the  Landgrave  of  Hefie  CaifTel. — 
He  had  afterwards  a  private  audi¬ 
ence  of  her  Majefty. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  the  important  queftion  be¬ 
tween  the  captors  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Euftatius  and  the  Britifb  claim¬ 
ants  of  property  in  that  ifland. 
Whether  their  claims  Ihould  be 
determined  in  the  court  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  or  whether  the  court  of 
king’s  bench  ihould  prohibit  that 
jurijfdi&ion  from  proceeding  in  the 
lints  inftituted  in  the  admiralty, 
and  leave  the  claimants  to  purfue 
their  remedy  againft  Sir  G.  Rod¬ 
ney  and  Gen.  Vaughan  in  the 
courts  of  common  law  ?  This  quef- 
tion  drew  the  attention  of  the  firft 
gentlemen  of  the  profeffion  of  the 
law,  and  was  maintained  with  equal 
ability  on  both  fides  ;  but  was  at 
length  determined  in  favour  of  the 
admiralty  courts  by  Earl  Mans¬ 
field.  His  Lordihip  faid,  that 
the  Englilh  language  could  not 
Hate  in  clearer  terms  than  the  legif- 
lature  faid  and  underftood,  that 
the  jurifdidion  was  in  the  ad¬ 
miralty. 
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26* h  ^  carte^  &ip>  with  30© 

French  prifoners  on  board, 
part  of  the  regiments  of  Aqui¬ 
taine  and  Soiilons,  which  were 
taken  by  Admiral  Kempenfelt,  in 
clearing  Mount  Batten,  in  Ply¬ 
mouth  Road,  fell  to  leeward,  mif- 
led  Hays,  and  drove  upon  the  reef 
of  rocks  at  the  eaft  end  of  it. 
The  poor  unfortunate  prifoners^ 
who  were  hut  a  minute  before 
huzzaing  in  the  higheft  fpirits, 
were  now  funk  in.  the  deepeft 
diftrefs  ;  many  of  them  wringing 
their  hands  as  if  on  the  point  of 
psnfhing.  Some  that  could  fwim 
reached  the  boats  that  had  put  off 
to  their  affiftance.  Six  boys  got 
out  the  yaul,  and  attempted  to 
reach  the  fhore,  but  were  dafhed 
againft  a  rock,  and  the  boat  in- 
flan  tly  ftaved  ;  the  next  wave  that 
fucceeded  call  the  lads  on  the 
Ihore,  who  found  means  to  crawl 
up  the  rocks,  and  were  faved. 
A  cutter  that  attended  the  cartel 
got  out  all  the  boats,  and,  with 
the  afliltance  that  inftantly  came 
from  the  Ihore,  took  almoft  every 
man  on  board,  not  more  than  two 
or  three  being  miffing,  who  it  was 
fuppofed  in  the  hurry  had  flipped 
between  the  boats. 

k  long  pending  and 

1  ‘  important  caufe  between 

M h  Difney  Ffytche  and  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  London  had  a  deciiive 
hearing  before  Lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  who  pronounced  the  deci- 
flon  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fy tche  ; 
laying  it  down  as  a  principle  not 
only  affecting  the  iflue  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  cafe,  but  of  general  ope¬ 
ration — a  dofrrine  founded  on  the 
immoveable  bafts  of  the  law  of  the 
land  —  “  That  bonds  of  general 
refignadon  were  not  illegal,  and 
that  of  courfe  a  bilhop  could  not 

refufe* 
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rerufe,  on  this  plea,  the  inflitu- 
tion.  into  a  benefice  of  any  clerk 
properly  prefented  by  the  patron. yy 

„  An  American  (hip  arrived 

3llt*  at  Oftend  reports,  that  con- 
grefs  took  a  refolution,  towards  the 
end  of  November  lall,  to  forbid 
the  importation  of  all  goods  and 
merchandizes  of  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  and 
its  dependencies,  on  pain  of  con- 
fifeation  in  cafe  fuch  goods  and 
efFeCts  are  found  in  their  domi¬ 
nions,  or  within  three  leagues  of 
the  coafl,  and  being  intended  for 
that  country,  except  they  are 
taken  in  prizes,  and  lawfully  con¬ 
demned.  This  important  refolu¬ 
tion  is  to  take  place  the  ill  of 
May,  1782. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  livery  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  common- 
hail  affembled,  this  day,  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  mayor  re¬ 
ported  the  anfwer  given  by  his 
majefty  to  the  lheriifs  of  this  city, 
refpeCling  the  prefenting  the  ad- 
drefs,  remonftrance,  and  petition, 
agreed  to  at  the  1  all  common  hall; 
alfo  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  addreffed  to  him,  and  his 
lordfhip’s  anlwer  to  the  faid  letter. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 
lord  mayor,  for  the  fpirit  and 
propriety  of  his  conduct  on  this 
occafion. 

Refolved,  That  whoever  ad- 
vifed  the  king  to  deviate  from  the 
accuflomed  mude,  admitted  by  his 
maielty,  of  receiving  the  livery 
of  London,  fitting  on  his  throne, 
is  an  enemy  to  the  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  citizens  of  this  great 
capital  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

Refolved,  That  the  unequal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  the 
Corrupt  Hate  of  parliament,  and 
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the  perverfion  thereof  from  its 
original  inflitution,  have  been  the 
principal  caufes  of  the  unjuJi  war 
with  America,  of  the  confequent 
difmemberment  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  and  of  every  grievance  of 
which  we  complain. 

Refolved,  That  thefe  grievances 
can  never  be  removed,  until  the 
right  of  the  people  to  their  con- 
flitutional  fhare  in  the  Englifh 
government  fhall  be  re-eflablifned, 
by  a  fair  and  equal  reprefentation 
in  parliament,  and  a  frequent 
eleClion  of  their  reprefentatives,  ac¬ 
cording  to  ancient  ufage. 

Refolved,  That  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  a  refloration  of  thefe 
rights,  a  committee  of  the  livery 
of  London  be  appointed. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee 
appointed  the  10th  of  February, 
1780,  by  the  common  council  of 
this  city,  to  correfpond  and  con¬ 
fer  with  the  committees  of  other 
counties,  &c.  proved  themfelves 
firm  friends  to  the  people, 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
gentlemen  be  the  committee  of  the 
livery  of  London  now  appointed, 
to  correfpond  with  the  committees 
of  the  feveral  counties,  cities,  & c. 
of  the  kingdom,  viz.  Wm.  Plo- 
mer,  Efq.  Lord  Mayor,  Brafs 
Crofby,  Efq.  Fred.  Bull,  Efq.  j. 
Townfhend,  Efq.  _  John  Wilkes, 
Efq.  John  Sawbritjge,  Efq.  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes,  Nath.  Newnham, 
Efq.  Tho.  Sainfbury,  Efq.  Wm. 
Crichton,  Efq.  Barnard  Turner, 
Efq.  Mr.  Wm.  Hurford,  Samuel 
Vaughan,  Efq.  Tho.  Scott,  Efq. 
Wm.  Pickett,  Efq.  Jofiah  Dorn- 
ford,  Efq.  Mr.  Samuel  Thorp, 
Mr.  John  Pinhorn,  Mr.  John 
Withers,  Mr,  George  Bodley, 
Mr.  Tho.  Skinner,  Mr.  George 
Bellas,  Mr.  A.  Facer  Kemp,  Mr. 
[N]  2  Jaraes 
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James  Sharp,  Edward  Howfe,  Efq. 
Mr.  Cha.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wm.  Pref- 
ton,  John  Jacobs,  Efq.  Mr.  Ro- 
bert  Holder,  Mr.  Laurence  Hoi 
ker,  Mr.  Dep.  Lake  Young,  Mr. 
Wm.  Denham,  jun.  Mr.  Dep. 
Jeremiah  Percy,  Mr.  Wm.  An- 
derfon,  Mr  Nicholas  For  Her,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Falkener. 

Reiolved.  That  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  do  take  the  moll  effe&ual 
methods  for  obtaining  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  and  a  frequent 
ele&ion  of  the  reprefentatives,  ac¬ 
cording  to  ancient  ufage,  and  for 
thefe  purpofes  do  confer  and  cor- 
refpond  with  other  committees 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  the  common- 
council  of  this  city  be  requeued  to 
grant  the  ufe  of  the  new  common- 
council  room  to  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee,  for  the  purpofe  of  their 
occalional  meeting  therein ;  and 
that  the  lord  mayor  be  defired  to 
communicate  this  requell  to  the 
common-council  at  their  firft  meet¬ 
ing* 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  be  dire&ed  to  meet  in 
Guildhall  for  their  deliberations, 
and  that  Mr.  town  clerk  do  at¬ 
tend  them. 

The  lord  mayor  having  pre¬ 
fen  ted  a  paper,  which  his  lord- 
fhip  informed  the  meeting  had 
been  delivered  to  him  this  morn¬ 
ing,  purporting  to  be  a  protell 
againft  the  legality  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  the  fame  was  read;  and  a 
motion  being  made,  and  queilion 
being  put,  that  the  fame  be  en¬ 
tered  in  the  records  of  this  city,  it 
paffed  in  the  negative. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 
right  honourable  the  lord  mayor. 


for  fo  readily  complying  with  the 
requeft  of  the  livery,  in  calling  this 
meeting,  and  for  his  impartial 
conduct  during  the  courfe  of  the 

whole  bu ftnels. 

R  1  X. 

Feb.  1.  The  following  protell, 
relative  to  the  common  hail,  held 
yefterday,  was  previoufly  delivered 
to  the  lord  mayor  at  the  manfion- 
houfe  by  the  gentlemen  vvhofe  names 
are  fubfcribed  : 

To  the  Right  Hon.  William  Plomer, 
Efq.  Lord  Mayor . 

“  My  Lord, 

<(  At  a  numerous  and  refpeft- 
able  meeting  of  the  Jivery,  held 
the  29th  of  January,  1782,  at  the 
Half  Moon  Tavern,  in  Cheapfide, 
for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  the 
propriety  of  a  common-hall,  con¬ 
vened  by  your  lordlhip’s  precepts, 
to  be  holden  on  Thurfday  next, 
‘For  the  purpofe  of  receiving  the 
report  of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  deliver  the  addrefs,  remon- 
ftrance,  and  petition,  to  his  ma» 
jelly,  agreed  upon  at  the  laft  com¬ 
mon-hall,  and  to  conlider  what 
farther  Heps  are  neceffary  to  be 
taken,  on  the  prefent  alarming 
and  critical  lituation  of  this  king¬ 
dom 

“  It  was  the  unanimous  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  livery  prefent.  That 
the  purpofes  for  which  the  faid 
common-hall  is  directed  to  be 
called,  are  not  legal,  and  do  not 
concern  this  city  in  its  corporate 
capacity  : 

“  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draw  up  and  deliver  a 
protell  to  your  lordlhip  againll  the 
meeting  or  alTembling  of  fuch  a 
common-hall ;  and  that  the  faid 
committee  do  requell  that  fuch 
protell  may  be  read  at  the  holding 
of  the  faid  common-hall,  and  en¬ 
tered 
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t«red  of  record  io  the  city  books. 

*'  And  a  committee  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

“  Therefore  we  the  Hid  com¬ 
mittee,  and  whofe  names  are  here¬ 
unto  fubfcribed,  do,  in  purfuance 
of  the  above  authority,  accord¬ 
ingly  protell  to  your  lord  iliip  a- 
gaintl  the  holding  of  the  laid  in¬ 
tended  common-hall,  for  the  rea- 
fons  before  mentioned. 

“  And  in  cafe  your  loralhip 
lhall,  notwithftanding,  think  ht 
to  hold  the  faid  common  ha!  1,  we 
humbly  requell  that  your  lordlhip 
will  permit,  and  order  the  above 
proceedings,  and  this  protell,  to 
be  read  on  the  huttings,  at  the 
time  of  the  holding  of  the  faid 
common-hall,  and  to  be  entered 
on  record  on  the  city  books.  We 
are,  my  lord,  your  lordihip’s  moll 
obedient  humble  fervants, 

Gabriel  Leekey,  Skinner* 

John  Merry,  Draper. 

Thomas  Wellings,  Needle-maker . 

Thomas  Tomlins,  Scrivener. 

Thomas  Evans,  Armourer  and 
/  Brazier .” 

Died,  At  Stetin,  Duke  Au- 
gullus  William  of  Brunfwick  Lu¬ 
nenburg  Beverr..  All  his  pottef- 
fions,  which  were  very  conttde- 
rable,  devolve  to  his  brother  Duke 
Charles,  the  only  remaining  branch 
of  Bevern. 

At  Darlington,  in  the  bilhop- 
rick  of  Durham,  J  Nicholls,  a 
labouring  man,  aged  105. 


FEBRUARY. 

At  the  court  at  St.  James’s, 
prelent  the  king’s  mol't  excel¬ 
lent  majcity  in  council* 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  hi* 
majeliy  in  council  for  the  year 
1782,  viz. 

Berkfhire.  Pollponed. 

Bedfordlhire.  Robert  Thornton* 
of  Moggerhanger,  Efq. 

Bucks.  Tofeph  Jacques,  of  Tick- 
ford  Park,  Elq, 

Cumberland.  W.  Dacre,  of  Kirk- 

li;  gtpn,  Efq. 

Chefhire,  Sir  P.  Warburton,  of 
Warburton,  Bart. 

Camb.  &  Hunt.  Henrv  Poynter 
Standly,  of  Little  Paxton,  Efq. 

Cornwall.  John  Cory  ton,  of  Cro- 
cadon,  £iq. 

Devon lh ire.  Sir  John  W.  Pole, 
ofShute,  Bart. 

Dorfetfhire.  W.  Churchill,  of 
Henbury,  Efq. 

Derbylhire.  Richard  Loe,  of 
L.ockoe,  Efq. 

ElTex.  Wm.  Dalby,  of  Wf&ltham- 
llow,  Efq. 

Gloucefterlhire.  Charles  Hay¬ 
ward,  of  Quedgley,  Efq. 

Hertfordfhire.  John  Michie,  of 
North  Mimms,  Efq. 

Herefordfhire.  Francis  Wm.  Tho. 
Bridges,  of  Tibberton,  Efq. 

Kent.  Samuel  Boys,  of  Hawk-, 
hurll,  Eiq. 

Leicefterlhire.  Sir  John.  Palmer, 
of  Carlton  Curlieu,  Bart. 

Lincolnlhire.  William  Pennyman, 
of  Little  Ponton,  Efq. 

^Monmouthfhire.  Pollponed. 

Northumberland.  Calverley  Be- 
wicke,  of  Clofe  Houfe,  Efq. 

Northamptonfhire.  Henry  Saw- 

bridge,  of  Daventry,  Efq. 

Norfolk.  Henry  Lee  Warner,  of 
Walfingham,  Efq. 

Nottinghamlhire,  John  Litch- 

fiel.d,  of  Man$fi$ld>  Efq. 

Oxfordfhire,  Wm,  Phillips.,  of 
Culham,  Efq, 

m  3  Rm- 
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Kutlandfhire.  Tob.  Kippefley, 
of  Hambledon,  Efq. 

Shrcpffiire.  Cha.  Walcot,  of  Bit- 
terley,  Efq, 

Serr.erfetfiiire,  James  Ireland,  of 
Briflington,  Efq. 

Stafibrdihire.  Charles  Toilet,  of 
Betley,  Efq. 

Suffolk.  William  Middleton,  of 
Crowfield,  Efq. 

Southampton,  William  Shirreff, 
of  Old  Alresford,  Efq.  w 

Surrey.  Abraham  Pitches,  of 
Streatham,  Efq. 

Suffex.  William  Frankland,  of 
Muntham,  Efq. 

Warwickfhire.  Rowland  Farmer 
Oakover,  of  Oldbury,  Efq. 

Worceflerfhire.  jofeph  Berwick, 
of  Worcefier,  Efq. 

Wiltfiiire.  William  Bowles,  of 
’  Hele,  Efq. 

Yorkihire.  Sir  John  Ingilby,  of 
Ripley,  Bart. 

South  Wales.  Brecon.  Jofhua  Mor¬ 
gan,  of  Lanelly,  Efq. 

Carmarthen.  J.  Morgan,  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  Efq. 

Cardigan.  Herb.  Evans,  of  Low- 
Mead,  Efq. 

Glamorgan.  Thomas  Manfell 
Talbot,  of  Margam,  Efq. 

Pembroke.  Vaughan  Thomas,  of 
Polly,  Efq. 

Radnor.  Thomas  Beavan,  of  Skun- 
lafs,  Efq. 

North  Wales.  Anglefey.  Morgan 
Jones,  of  Skerries,  Efq. 

Carnarvon.  Richard  Pennant,  of 
Penrhyn,  Efq. 

Denbigh.  The  Hon.  Cha.  Finch, 

*  of  Voylas. 

Flint.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz- 
maurice.  ■  * »  *  . 

Merioneth.  Wm.  Humffreys,  of 
Maerdu,  Efq.  : 

Montgomeryfhire.  Henry  Tracy, 
of  Maefmawr,  Efq. 


GISTER,  1782. 

They  cafe  of  Hevey,  tried  iaft 
feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  for¬ 
gery,  and  under  a  fpecial  verdiCR 
was  referved  for  the  determination 
of  the  twelve  judges,  has  been 
brought  before  them,  and  the  law 
iinaily  fettled  on  that  fubjedt — » 
The  cafe  was  fummarily  this  :  he 
uttered  a  bill  Of  exchange,  in- 
dorfed  “  B.  Macarty,”  and  faid 
that  his  name  was  MdCarty,  and 
that  the  indorfement  was  in  his 
own  hand-writing.  On  the  trial 
it  was  proved,  and  the  jury  found, 
that  the  indorfement  was  not  the' 
hand-writing  of  Hevey,  but  of 
M‘Carty;  it  followed  of  courfe 
that  the  indorfement  was  not 
forged  :  the  difficulty  therefore  was, 
whether,  by  having  perfonated  the 
indorfer,  he  had  brought  himfelf 
within  the  ftatute  againft  forgery. 
The  judges  have  determined  in 
the  negative,  fo  that  the  man’s 
lifeisfafe;  but  he  remains  to  be 
tried  for  a  confpiracy,  in  having 
fet  up,  in  conjunction  with  divers 
others,  pretended  banking-houfes 
in  Bath  and  London,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  defraud. 

.  By  the  Hampden  packet- 
^  *  boat,  arrived  at  Falmouth 
from  Liffion,  advice  is  received  of 
the  Spanifh  Beet,  confining  of  30 
line  of  battle  fhips,  and  feveral 
frigates,  being  cruizing  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent’s.  The  packet,  on 
her  paffage,  fell  in  with  a  Portu- 
gueze  (hip,  which  had  been  de¬ 
tained  by  the  Spaniih  fieet  for  fe¬ 
veral  days,  in  order  to  prevent 
her  giving  intelligence. 

Lord  Mansfield  gave  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  all  the  judges  on 
the  appeal  from  the  adjudication 
of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  captures  made  on 
land  on  the  2d  of  February,  1781, 

by 
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by  the  forces  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney 
and  Qeneral  Vaughan,  at  St.  Eu- 
ftatius,  when  the  judgment  and 
jurifdiffion  of  the  admiralty  were 
confirmed  ;  and  the  rule  fet  afide, 
their  judgment  was  difcharged. 

,  The  purfer  of  the  Bel- 
mont  Eaft-  Indiaman  arrived 
at  the  Eaft  India-houle,  with  the 
news  of  the  above  ftiip  being  lafe 
arri' ed  at  Plymouch  on  Saturday 
laft.  He  brought  the  following 
account,  that  they  failed  from  St. 
Helena  the  2d  of  November,  in 
company  wit n  the  Prime,  under 
convoy  of  Commodore  Johnfton’s 
fquadron.  Soon  after  they  failed, 
feveral  heavy  gales  of  wind  came 
on,  which  lafted  for  fix  weeks  ; 
and  that  on  the  23d  of  January 
they  parted  company.  Several  of 
the  commodore’s  fhips  were  much 
damaged. 

,  ,  A  bomb-ketch  of  Com- 
'  *  modore  Johnfton’s  fquadron, 

arrived  at  Plymouth,  brings  in¬ 
formation  of  the  Hannibal  having 
captured  two  of  Monf.  Vaudreuil’s 
tranfports,  one  of  them  carrying 
22  guns,  and  deeply  laden  with 
ftores. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jerfey , 
fan*  26. 

«  A  flag  of  truce  arrived  here 
laft  week  with  fome  ranfomers, 
and  a  young  lady,  who  about  20 
years  fince  was  fent  to  France  for 
her  education,  but  was  fhut  up  in 
a  convent.  Her  mother  had  fre¬ 
quent  afifurances  of  her  death,  and 
certificates  from  the  holy  fathers, 
and  went  into  mourning  for  her  ; 
but  about  two  years  fince  was  fur- 
prized  to  receive  a  letter  from  her 
child,  informing  her  of  her  litua- 
tion,  and  of  her  long  meditated 
efcape,  which  fhe  had  never  been 


able  to  effeft.  At  length  fhe 
found  a  method  of  getting  away, 
hired  a  veftel,  and  came  over. — * 
Her  mother  had  paid  for  her  fu¬ 
neral  about  fixteen  years  ago  to  a 
principal  merchant  who  fupported 
her  when  at  fchool.  Her  name  is 
Du  Merick  ;  fhe  has  a  brother,  a 
lieutenant  in  our  fervice,  and  a 
coufin,  who  commands  his  majef- 
ty’s  fhip  Repulfe,  of  64  guns. 

This  day  the  lord  mayor  held 
the  feflion  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
attornies  concerned  for  the  feveral 
plaintiffs  who  fued  the  city  for 
the  damages  fuftained  by  the  tu¬ 
mults  in  June,  1780,  claimed,  on 
behalf  of  their  employers,  the 
fums  due  ;  and  the  court  made  an 
order  to  pay  27,000  I,  which  had 
been  collected,  amongft  the  dif¬ 
ferent  plaintiffs,  and  that  the  fu¬ 
ture  colledHons  fhould  be  refpon- 
fible  for  the  fum  of  400 1.  which 
flill  remains  due  to  thofe  verditfls. 

2  ,  This  being  the  day  ap- 
' 1 *  pointed  for  a  foiemn  fad, 
the  fame  was  obferved  at  court ; 
their  majeftie$  attended  divine  fer¬ 
vice  at  the  chapel-royal,  and  heard 
a  fermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Kaye,  fub-aimoner. 

The  Bp.  of  Worcefter  preached 
a  fermon  on  the  fame  occafion  in 
We  ft  minder  -  abbey,  before  the 
lord-chancellor,  five  temporal  and 
ten  fpiritual  lords,  and  took  his 
difoourfe  from  the  5  th  chapter  of 
Jeremiah,  verfe  25.'  As  did  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Dam  pier  before  the 
fpeaker  and  feveral  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  church,  from  the  iSth  chap¬ 
ter  of  Ezek.  ver.  30, 

,  Extra3  -of  a  letter  from 
I2t  *  Dublin ,  Feb.  7. 

<f  Yefterdiy  afternoon  the  whole 
city  was  thrown  into  the  greateft 
[iV]  4  uonfter* 
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confternation,  by  a  veyy  fatal  ac¬ 
cident  which  happened  in  the 
Grove-room  of  the  Mufic-hall,  in 
I1  iffanjble-ftreet.  A  meeting  was 
held  there  of  the  corporation  of 
itationers,  cutlers,  &c.  to  con¬ 
sider  of  a  proper  perfon  to  re  pre¬ 
sent  this  city  in  the  room  of  the 
late  Dr.  Clements,  The  meeting 
was  very  numerous,  and  in  the 
midft  of  fome  of  the  fpeeches  the 
fjoor  unhappily  gave  way,  and 
fell  with  more  than  four  hundred 
perfons,  above  twenty  feet,  on  fe- 
veral  others  who  were  below.  The 
confusion  occafioned  by  this  fur- 
prize  was  inexpreliible,  and  the 
fhrieks  and  groans  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  perfons  wounded  were  heard 
throughout  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

"  Amongft  twenty-one  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfons  hurt  are  the  three 
candidates,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Pemberton,  and  Alderman  War¬ 
ren,  wounded,  but  not  dange- 
roufly.  Sir  Edward  Newenham’s 
collar-bone  broke,  &c. 

On  Saturday  a  queftion  of  con¬ 
ference,  relative  to  the  Anglefea 
militia,  was  brought  before  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  by  way  of 
mandamus,  to  declare  the  corn- 
millions  of  the  major  and  captains 
ferving  in  that  militia  void.  It 
appeared,  that  four  volunteer  com¬ 
panies  raifed  in  Ireland  as  regu¬ 
lars,  attefted  for  the  ioilt  regi¬ 
ment,  with  Iriff  officers,  were 
added  to  the  Anglefea  militia, 
without  qualifications,  in  that 
country.  The  court,  on  Mr.  Bear- 
cioft’s  (bowing  caqfe  againft  the 
n  a  damus,  ‘made  the  rule  abfo- 
lute,  to  declare  all  their  Cprnmif- 
fiO  'iS  void. 

icth  Yefierday  was  tried,  be- 
‘  fore  tfie  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
in  the  court  of  king’s  hej*ch  at 


Guildhall,  a  caufe  of  general  con¬ 
cern. — A  merchant  of  Fluffing 
brought  an  aftion  againft  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  this  city,  for  the  recovery 
of  the  amount  of  three  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  given  by  the  defendant  for 
tea  fold  by  the  plaintiff,  and  de¬ 
livered  at  Oftend  to  the  defendant’s 
order:  the  defence  was,  that  the 
tea  never  came  to  the  defendant’s 
hand,  but  was  feized  as  run  goods, 
therefore  the  plaintiff  was  liable 
to  the  lofs  :  the  defendant  went 
upon  two  other  points  of  law, 
namely,  that  the  plaintiff  could 
not  apply  for  juftice,  as  the  ad  of 
felling  the  tea  was  a  fraud  upon 
the  revenue  ;  alio,  that  if  the  tea 
had  adually  been  delivered,  the 
plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  re¬ 
cover.  The  noble  judge,  in  hk 
charge  to  the  jury,  remarked,  that 
Fluffing  and  Oftend  were  the  molt 
famous  ports  for  fmuggling.  If 
the  jury  confidered  the  tea  to  be 
fold  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
fmuggled  to  England,  they  would 
find  for  the  defendant.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Eaft-India  ffip^ 
were  the  only  bottoms  of  convey¬ 
ance  of  tea  to  England:  befides, 
it  was  proved,  that  the  plaintiff 
kept  boats  and  horfes  to  convey 
tea  to  the  coaft  of  England.  The 
jury  found  for  the  defendant,  and 
thereby  made  the  notes  void. 

At  the  court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
15th  of  February,  1782,  pre- 
fent  the  king’s  moft  excellent 
majefty  in  council. 

It  is  this  day  ordered  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty  in  council,  that  an  embargo 
be  forthwith  laid  upon  all  ffips 
and  veffels  laden,  or  to  be  laden, 
in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  illands 
of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Alderney, 
and  Sark,  with  beef,  pork,  or 
any  fort  of  faked  provifions ;  and 
that  the  faid  embargo  do  continue 
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and  remain  upon  fuch  {hips  and 
veffels  until  further  order. 

W.  Fawkener. 

,  ,  The  feffions  at  the.  Old 
-  th*  Bailey,  which  began  on 
the  20th,  ended,  when  thirteen  con- 
vidls  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz.  Edward  Wilkins  for  robbing 
John  Morant  on  the  highway  near 
Bayfwater,  among  other  things, 
pf  a  draught  for  i3oJ  ;  Anthony 
Elcard,  for  Healing  from  the  houfe 
of  R.  Onflow,  Efq.  goods  to  a  con- 
fiderable  value ;  Lucias  Hughes, 
for  picking  the  pocket  of  Baron 
Kutzleben,  minifler  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  Hefl'e  Caffe  I,  of  his 
gold  watch,  as  he  was  alighting 
from  his  carriage  at  the  Opera- 
houfe ;  Peter  Mayhew,  for  the 
wicked  practice  of  cutting  filk  in 
the  loom  ;  Martin  Taylor,  for 
ilealing  a  box,  in  which  were  200 
plates  of  tin  ;  Henry  Levi,  for 
Healing  a  pair  of  coach  hauiefs ; 
Henry  Cohen,  for  ftealing  a  lilk 
handkerchief ;  Wm.  Smith,  for 
robbing  the  Chefter  mail  ;  Anne 
Smith,  for  (hop-lifting  ;  Jane 
Lee,  for  a  crime  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture ;  John  Knowles  and  John 
May,  for  houfe-breaking ;  and 
Wm.  Roberts,  for  Healing  dpvylas 
and  cotton  goods,  the  property  of 
Mpffrs.  Scott,  Harris,  &c.  in 
Bread-flreet. 

At  this  feffions  two  women  were 
tried  for  the  murder  of  a  man  in 
Lagle  and  Child  -  alley.  Fleet- 
market,  and  acquitted.  A  young 
gentleman  of  fortune  was  likewile 
tried  for  Healing  two  iilver  fpoons 
from  the  Bedford  Head  tavern, 
where  he  with  another  young  gen¬ 
tleman  had  dined.  The  fpoons  were 
miffed,  and, found  in  the  young  gen¬ 
tleman’s  boot. 
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MARCH. 

F riaay,  March  iff.  Being  St«, 
David’s  day,  the  aniverfary  of 
the  Society  of  Ancient  Britons  wa$ 
held,  when  an  excellent  fermon 
was  preached  on  the  occaiion  at 
St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  by  the 
Lord  Bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
After  which  they  proceeded  to  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  where 
an  elegant  entertainment  was  pro¬ 
vided.  The  colledtion  after  din¬ 
ner  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Colle&ion  at  church  29  17  o 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  an- 
,  nual  donation  -  1,05.  o  © 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord 

Bagot,  prefident  50  o  © 

Richard  Pennant,  vice- 

prefident  -  20  o  o 

Rev.  Rob.  Carter  Chel- 

wall,  ditto  -  20  q  0 

Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  Bart,  annual 
donation  -  25  o  o 

Edw.  Lovenden,  Efq» 

treafurer  -  o  © 

Right  Hon.  Earl  of 

Plymouth  -  21  o  o 

Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Go- 

dolphin  -  21  o  o 

Colledion  at  feveral  ta¬ 
bles  -  I47  G  O 


Total  £  459  17  o 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vernon, 
prefident,  and  many  gentlemen  of 
rank  and  fortune,  ffewards  tor  the 
year  enfuing. 

^  Adm.  Office.  By  Letters  from. 
*  Commodore  JohnHone,  dated 
on  board  the  Diana,  at  Portf- 
mouth,  Feb.  28th,  there  is  advice 
of  his  arrival,  and  that  lie  has 
brought  with  him  from  Lifbon, 

Lieut. 
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Lieut.  Reid,  of  the  Romney,  who 
commanded  the  Bankbaarheyt,  one 
of  the  prizes  taken  in  Soldanha 
|$ay,  with  ten  others  who  were 
faved  from  the  faid  prize.  They 
report,  that  the  Bankbaarheyt, 
after  lofing  all  her  mails  on  the 
28th  of  January,  near  the  Chan¬ 
nel,  had  her  pumps  choaked  on 
the  29th  5  that  {he  gradually  filled 
with  water  to  the  upper  deck,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  finking  on  the 
30th  at  dark,  when  they  left  her 
|h  a  little  boat  in  a  hard  gale  of 
wind ;  that  the  crew  had  prepar¬ 
ed  a  raft,  and  taken  every  precau¬ 
tion  with  coolnefs  and  intrepidity, 
but  from  all  circumfiances  there  is 
litt|e  hope  that  any  of  thofe  brave 
men  could  furvive.  The  boat 
yyas  obliged  to  keep  right  before 
the  wind,  and  after  running  80 
miles  to  the  fouthward,  they  were 
taken  up  by  a  Swedifh  brig,  who, 
for  a  premium,  landed  them  in  the 
Tagus. 

Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  of  his 
majefty’s  (hip  La  Prudente,  ac¬ 
quaints  the  board  of  his  having 
taken  the  Eagle,  French  ftore- 
{hip,  bound  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
laden  with  naval  and  military 
^lores.  She  failed  from  Breft  on 
the  11th  inftant,  with  Count  de 
Guicben. 

Captain  Inglis,  of  his  majefty’s 
{hip  Squirrel,  acquaints  the  beard, 
that  he  has  taken  the  Furet  brig, 
of  4  guns  and  36  men,  quite  new, 
and  had  taken  nothing, 

,  An  order  was  iffued  from 
3U*  the  privy  council,  for  the  en¬ 
largement  of  Meff.  Gcuverneur 
and  Curzon  from  their  confine¬ 
ment,  on  condition  of  their  giving 
bail  for  their  appearance,  iimilar 
to  that  entered  into  fome  time 


fmee  by  Mr.  Laurens,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  prifpner. 

^  Sir  Guy  Carkton’s  com*? 
^  'million,  appointing  him  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  America,  puf¬ 
fed  the  great  feal. 

nth  r!"ver  C1yde  r°fe 

higher  than  has  ever  been 
known  in  the  memory  of  man.  In 
Glafgow  the  waters  reached  half 
way  up  the  Salt  Market? 

1 2th  Cooper  Hall  was  capitally 

j  *  convicted  at  Nottingham  af¬ 
fixes,  for  robbing  the  mail  of  the 
Newcaltle  bag.  His  trial  Jailed 
between  feven  and  eight  hours, 
in  which  time  52  witneffes  were 
examined. 

1  The  following  malefac- 

;  3  a  tors  were  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn  :  Edmund  Flarris,  for  bur¬ 
glary  ;  John  Lucas,  for  robbing 
on  the  highway,  and  Ihooting  at 
Mr.  Eilingham,  and  wounding 
him  in  the  back  ;  and  John  Cole¬ 
man,  for  robbing  Mr.  Davanes,  in 
the  foot-path  leading  from  Pancras 
to  Kemifn  town. 

,  Adm.  Office.  Capt.  Pafiey 

^  9  of  the  Jupiter  acquaints  the 
board,  that  he  had  captured  the 
Bologne  privateer  of  St.  Maloes, 
of  16  carriage  guns.  She  had  taken 
nothing. 

The  Solebay,  Capt.  C.  H.  E- 
verett,  wa§  unfortunately  loll  on 
the  lhallows  off  Nevis-point  on  the 
25th  of  January.  In  manoeuvring 
to  avoid  three  {hips  that  were  then 
chafing,  ihe  got  a-ground.  In 
that  fituation  two  of  them  brought 
their  breadffides  to  bear  upon  her* 
Upon  which  it  was  refolved  to 
quit  her,  which  was  done  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man  :  after  which  file 
was  fet  on  fire,  and  burnt  to  the 
water’s  edge. 


The 
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The  remains  of  Kirkham  priory 
near  Malton  were  blown  down  by. 
the  high  wind.  Wnen  jVLfT.  $ucks 
took  a  view  of  them,  1721,  they 
were  not  very  confiderable. 

->  ,  Vie?wa.  The  emperor 
is  determined  to  employ 
100,000  florins  annually  in  the 
education  of  foldiers  children :  of 
50  regiments  difperfed  in  Germany 
and  Hungary,  each  vill  receive 
the  annual  fum  of  2000  florins, 
which  are  to  be  expended  in  the 
education  of  4S  boys,  whole  fa¬ 
thers  ferve  in  thofe  regiments  as 
foldiers. — Their  education  is  to 
be  very  Ample,  the  objeCt  in  view 
being  to  form  good  fubalterns  for 
the  army,  which  they  have,  for 
a  long  time,  felt  the  want  of. 
The  boys  thus  inftrucfted,  are  to 
enter  into  fervice  at  eighteen  years 
of  age. 

k  Adm.  Office.  Rear  Adm. 
^  1  *  Graves  of-  the  London  ac¬ 
quaints  the  admiralty  board  with 
his  having  taken,  in  his  paflage 
from  New  York  to  the  Weil;  In¬ 
dies,  a  French  fhip  of  800  tons, 
38  guns,  and  319  men,  called  the 
Iraperieux,  from  Cadiz  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  laden  with  fait,  fome 
arms,  cannon,  mixed  goods,  and 
siedicines. 

n  The  Duchefs  of  Devon- 
2 1  It  • 

(hire  gave  a  grand  ball  and 
rout,  to  which  a  thoufand  of  the 
firit  people  of  the  kingdom  were 
invited. 

Com.  Elliot  hoifted  his  broad 
pendant  on  board  the  Edgar. 

The  Court  of  Madrid  have  late¬ 
ly  publilhed  a  lift  of  their  military 
forces  now  on  foot,  which  they 
eftimate  to  amount  in  the  whole 
to  94,960  effective  men.  Ilorfe- 
guards  8400.  National  infantry, 
3960.  Irifh  brigade  240©.  Ita¬ 


lian  and  Swifs  troops,  11, 00a. 
Seven  regiments  Guarda  Coftas, 
7700.  Battalions  of  militia, 
21,600.  Sixteen  regiments  of  ca¬ 
valry,  8400.  Dragoons,  60  00. 
Fuzileera,  120®.  Invalids,  6500* 
Detached  volunteer  corps  of  Gre¬ 
nada,  Caftile  and  Andalufia, 
8000.  * 

1  Vienna.  Pius  VI.  Sove- 
^  0  reign  Roman  pontiff,  ar¬ 
rived  yefterday  in  this  capitaL 
His  imperial  majefty,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Archduke  Maximilian,  went  to 
meet  his  holinefs  through  Nau- 
ftadt  to  Neukirken,  where  the  ftrft 
interview  took  place.  ATter  flay¬ 
ing  fome  time  at  th?  military  aca¬ 
demy  at  Neukirkeh,  the  holy  fa¬ 
ther  went  into  a  coach  with  the 
emperor,  and  was  received  with¬ 
out  the  lines  by  a  detachment  of 
noble  Hungarian  and  Galician 
guards,  who  efcorted  him  to  the 
caftle,  where,  in  the  midft  of  an 
innumerable  concourfe  of  people 
of  ail  ranks,  forming  a  line  to  the 
entrance  of  the  imperial  palace, 
his  holinefs  arrived  at  half  paft 
three  in  the  afternoon. 

On  descending  from  the  coach 
the  holy  father  was  received  by 
the  Apoftolic  Nuncio,  the  mini- 
iters  of  ftate,  the  privy  counfel- 
lors  and  chamberlains,  and  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  imperial  majefty  and 
the  Archduke  Maximilian  through 
the  grand  apartment  to  the  orato¬ 
ry  of  the  chapel  of  the  chamber, 
where,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  court,  Ve  Deum  was  per¬ 
formed  by  way  of  thankfgiving, 
for  the  happy  arrival  of  his  holi¬ 
nefs,  the  hoft  being  expofed.  Af¬ 
ter  prayers  the  pope  retired  to  his 
apartment,  where  the  Archduke 
Maximilian  repaired  in  the  even- 
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|ng»  and  a  little  after  his  eminence 
She  Cardinal  Barzan,  who  arriv¬ 
ed  from  Rome  the  fame  day,  had 
an  audience  of  his  holinels. 

This  day  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Ld. 
Ep.  of  Lincoln,  brother  to  the  lord 
chancellor,  was  inilalled  Dean  of 
St.  Paul’s. 

,  The  Danilb,  envoy  ex- 
30th.  ^raor£Jinary  at  the  Britilh 
court  has  demanded,  on  the  part 
©f  the  king  his  mailer,  firft,  The 
reftoration  of  the  Daniih  ihips 
taken  at  St.  EuMtius  ;  and  fe- 
condly.  The  merchant  ihips 
which  Capt.  Schioning  was  con¬ 
voying  to  the  Antilles,  and  which 
he  permitted  feme  Engliih  priva¬ 
teers  to  make  prizes  of  without 
the  leak  refinance. — This  demand, 
it  is  thought,  will  not  be  fpeedily 
adjuded. 

Died,  Lately,  at  Liibon,  after 
a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  John 
Jennings,  Efq.  groom  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber  to  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
C umbei land,  grandfon  of  the  kite 
Sir  John  Jennings,  and  nephew 
$p  the  Earl  of  Clanrickarde. 

At  Brandford,  Wiltihire,  John 
files,  aged  i®^. 

At  Bath,  aged  90,  Mrs.  Sa.rah 
Palmer,  mother  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
©f  Chapel -farm,  on  Landfdown, 
She  has  left  iifue,  children,  grand¬ 
children,  and  great  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  156.  She  enjoyed  a  good 
ffate  of  health  till  within  a  few 
days  of  her  death. 


APRIL. 

£  This  day  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  fherifFs,  with 
their  ladies,  attended  by  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  hospitals,  See.  the  city 
marihals,  and  children  belonging 


to  the  hofpitals,  went  in  the  ufual 
proceilion  from  the  maniion-houfo 
to  St.  Bride’s  church,  where  an 
excellent  fermon  was  preached  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

The  entertainment  and  ball  at 
the  manfion-houfe  this  evening, 
being  Eailer  Monday,  was  the 
moft  fplendid  that  has  been  given 
by  the  chief  magiftrate  for  fome 
years  pad:.— The  lord  chancellor, 
Dukes  of  "Richmond,  Devonfhire, 
and  Manchefter ;  the  Marquiffes 
of  Rockingham  and  Caermarthen  ; 
Lord  Howe,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,, 
Gen.  Conway,  Mr.  Townihend, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  many  other 
diilinguiihed  perfonages  were  pre- 
fent.  The  dinner  was  fumptuou*. 
in  the  extreme  ;  the  decorations^ 
and  confedionaries.  were  remark¬ 
able  for  take  and  novelty.  The 
ball  was  the  moil  numerous  of  any 
for  fome  years :  it  is  laid  that  not 
lefs  than  1800  perfons  were  pre- 
fent. 

i  This  morning  between  9 
r  *  and  10  o’clock  fome  villains 
found  means  to  break  into  the. 
apartments  belonging  to  Mr. 
Brooke,  Somerfet- herald,  in  the 
college  of  arms,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  20  minutes  plundered  them  of 
plate,  linen,  wearing  apparel,  and 
other  moveables,  to  a  coniiderable 
amount,  with  which  they  got  clear 
off. 

Prince  de  Gallitzin  and  M.  de 
Markoff,  mini  tiers  from  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia,  prefented  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  Hates  general,  in 
conformity  to  the  mediation  fub- 
xnitted  to  her  imperial  majeily,  for. 
accelerating  a  fmcere  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  his  Britannic  ma- 
jedy  and  their  republic.  To  this 
memorial  was  annexed  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addreffed  to  Monk  Sir 

molin. 
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-foolin',  her  imperial  majefty ’s  mi- 
niller  at  the  Court  of  London,  by 
Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  of  Hate  to  his 
Britannic  majefty,  exprefiive  of  his 
majefty’s  reajiinefs  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  with  their  high  mighti- 
nefies  ;  and  to  give  immediate  or¬ 
ders  for  an  armiftice,  if,  on  their 
fide,  the  lords  Hates  general  judge 
fuch  a  meafure  confonant  to  the 
end  propofed.  To  this  letter,  how¬ 
ever,  no  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  has 
been  given. 

,  The  Vanfittart,  the  Glat- 

^  *  ton,  and  Ld.  Mansfield,  Eaft 
Jndiamen,  arrived  at  their  moor¬ 
ings  in  the  river  Thames  from 
China. 

,  Rear  Admiral  Rofs  hoifted 

5*  ’  his  flag  on  board  the  Buffalo 
at  Portfmouth. 

s  ,  Rear  Admiral  Kempenfelt 

1  *  hoifled  his  flag  on  board  the 
Royal  George. 

,  A  court  of  common -coun- 

9  *  cil  was  held  at  Guildhall,  at 
which  a  motion  was  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  on  the  late 
change  in  adminiftration ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draw  it  up. 

A  motion  was  next  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  aoco  1.  be  applied  in 
giving  bounties  of  40  s.  to  every 
able  feaman,  and  20  s.  to  every 
ordinary  feaman,  who  fhall  volun¬ 
tarily  enter  into  his  majefty *s  navy  ; 
but  the  inexpediency  of  this  motion 
being  clearly  demonftrated,  the 
fame  was  withdrawn. 

The  court  ordered  the  ufe  of  the 
new  common -council  room  (or  any 
other  part  of  the  Guildhall  moll 
convenient)  to  the  correfponding 
committee  appointed  at  the  lalt 
common-hall. 
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j  k  The  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  ehofen  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Ealt  India  Company,  in 
the  room  of  fix  other  gentlemen, 
who  went  out  by  rotation. 


Ch.  Boddam 
Henry  FJetcher 
Jacob  WiJkinfon 
St.  Huthington 
W.  Devaynes 
Nat.  Smith 


75  2 
706 

656 

634 

49 1 
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The  following  were  ehofen  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Bank  : 

Benjamin  Winthorp,  Efq.  and 
Mr.  Boddington. 

Cowes.  Admiral  Barrington  has 
made  a  fignal  from  the  Britannia, 
for  all  the  fhips  to  unmoor,  which 
they  are  now  performing,  though 
the  wind  is  at  the  S.  W.  and  there¬ 
fore  will  prevent  their  failing. 
The  fleet  at  Spithead  confifts  of  19 
fail  of  the  line,  viz.  three  of  100 
guns,  four  of  90,  feven  of  74, 
and  five  of  64  guns ;  they  are  all 
coppered,  and  compleat  veflels : 
Admirals  Barrington  and  Kem¬ 
penfelt  command  them.  Befidee 
the  lhips  of  the  line,  there  are  five 
frigates,  with  two  firelhips  and  two 
cutters. 


Adm.  Barrington,  with 
^  ’  the  fleet  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  pafled  by  Torbay.  Wind 
at  E. 

Dublin  Cajlle>  The  Duke  of 
Portland,  who  embarked  at  Holy~ 
head  laft  night,  arrived  fafe  in 
this  harbour  this  morning.  His 
grace  was  received  at  landing  by 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  flie- 
riffs,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
Dublin.  The  foot  forces  in  gar~ 
rifon  lined  the.  ftreets  through 
which  his  grace,  attended  by  a 
fquadros.  of  dragoons,  proceeded 

t® 


to  the  caftle  ;  and  the  council 
having  met  at  three  o’clock,  his 
grace  was  introduced  in  form  to 
Lord  CarliHe,  who  received  him 
iitting  under  the  canopy  Of  ftate 
in  the  prefence  chamber,  from 
whence  a  procefiiori  was  made  to 
the  council  chamber,  where  his 
grace’s  com  million  was  read,  and 
the  oaths  adminiftered  to  him  :  af¬ 
ter  which,  his  grace  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  fword  from  Lord  Car- 
lifle,  the  great  guns  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  Phoenix  Park  were  fired, 
and  anfwered  by  the  regiments  on 
duty,  which  were  drawn  up  on 
College-green.  His  grace  then 
repaired  to  the  prefence  chamber, 
where  he  received  the  compli¬ 
ments  of  the  nobility,  and  other 
perfons  of  diflinflion. 

,  Thomas  and  George 

I7t  •  Wefton,  brothers,  two  moll 
notorious  villains,  who  for  fome 
years  have  defrauded  the  country 
by  various  artful  contrivances, 
and  who  fome  time  ago  robbed 
the  wellern  mail,  were  at  length 
apprehended,  and  committed  this 
day  to  feparate  prifons. 

,  At  a  chapter  of  the  garter 

'  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince 
Wm.  Henry,  the  Dukes  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Devonihire,  and  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  were  declared 
duly  defied,  and  the  three  lak 
in  veiled  accordingly. 

This  day  their  H.  M.  M.  the 
States  General,  by  the  unanimous 
confent  of  all  the  members  of  their 
confederate  republic,  took  the 
memorable  refolution  of  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  of 
admitting  Mr.  Adams  in  quality 
0>f  minifter. 

Arrived  at  Plymouth  his  ma¬ 


ys  fly’s  ihip  Artois,  with  the  j§el- 
Iona ;  Grand  Serpentine ;  Due  de 
Chartres;  Villa  Nova';  Fidelity  5 
Lionefs ;  Shperb  5  and  two  others  5 
all  puzes  taken  by  Admiral  Bar¬ 
rington’s  fquadron,  laden  vyitli 
troops,  military  ilores,  cloathing, 
&c.  and  bound  to  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies. 

_  ,  Lord  Carlifie  arrived  in 
"  town  from  Ireland,  and  im¬ 
mediately  waited  on  her  majefty 
at  the  queen’s  palace. 

Arrived  at  Portfmouth 
^  0  the  Pegafus,  a  French  74, 
convoy  to  the  tranfports  bound  to 
the  Eall-Indies.  She  is  copper  bot¬ 
tomed,  and  was  taken  by  the 
Foudroyant,  with  the  lofs  of  only 
3  or  4  people  wounded,  of  whom 
the  Captain  (Jervis)  was  one. 

^  Adm.  Office.  Letters  from 
‘  *  Vice  Admiral  Barrington 

confirm  the  capture  of  the  Pe¬ 
gafus,  and  four  of  the  French 
tranfports,  viz.  La  .Fidelite,  with 
178  troops  and  Ilores  on  board ; 
La  Bellone,  147  ditto;  La  Lione* 
180  ditto;  and  Due  de  Chartres, 
Ilores  and  arms. 

Died,  At  Mr.  Keate’s,  fur- 
geon,  in  Pariiament-ftreet,  Edw. 
Chamberlayne,  Efq.  F.  A.  S.  late¬ 
ly  appointed  one  of  the  joint  fe- 
cretaries  to  the  tfeafury.  The 
melancholy  accident  which  occa¬ 
sioned  this  gentleman’s  death,  took 
its  rife  from  an  excefs  of  diffidence 
attending  his  recent  appointment* 
The  day  on  which  the  fatal  acci¬ 
dent  happened,  he  was  vifited  by 
a  friend,  who  remonftrated  with 
him  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  appre¬ 
hension  with  which  he  appeared 
to  be  actuated,  and  requeued  him 
to  go  with  him  into  the  park, 
where  they  would  difeuf*  the  mat¬ 
ter 
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ter  at  their  leifure.  Mr.  Chamber- 
layne  promifed  to  comply,  and  pre¬ 
tended  to  go  up  flairs  for  his 
hat  and  cane,  but  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  to  throw  himfelf  out  of 
the  window,  in  fuch  a  pofition  as 
to  light  upon  his  head,  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  fracture  of  which  he 
died.  He  was  one  of  the  bed 
fcholars  of  the  age,  equally  profi¬ 
cient  in  erudition  and  tafle,  at 
once  profound  in  literature,  and 
polite.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  man  is 
therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  lofs. 


MAY. 

a  The  weather  was  uncom¬ 
monly  fevers,  not  in  Eng¬ 
land  only,  but  almoft  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope.  At  Vienna  the  fro#  con¬ 
tinued  fo  rigorous,  that  the  vines 
were  thought  to  be  materially 
hurt.  In  Italy  fuch  a  fall  of  fnow 
as  has  never  been  remembered. 
In  Ruflia  many  thoufands  have 
perifhed  of  a  licknefs  owing  to  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon.  In  Sweden 
men  and  cattle  have  perifhed  for 
want  of  food.  In  the  Highlands 
®f  Scotland  cattle  die,  or  are  kill¬ 
ed,  for  want  of  fodder.  In  fhort, 
the  feverity  of  the  weather  has 
been  generally  felt. 

,  Sir  James  Marriot  made  the 
*  '  report  of  five  pirates  under 
fentence  of  death,  (among  wh®m 
was  Luke  Ryan)  to  his  majefly, 
when  they  were  all  ordered  for  exe¬ 
cution. 

,  A  proclamation  was  this  day 
^  *  ifTued  for  granting  a  free  par¬ 
don  to  all  fmugglers  and  others 
under  profecution,  or  liable  to  pro- 
fecution,  outlawry,  in  prifon,  or 
beyond  fea,  for  any  penalties  in¬ 


curred  by  the  illegal  pra&ices  of 
clandeflinely  running  prohibited 
or  uncuftomed  goods*  who  fhall, 
on  or  before  the  firfl  day  of  July- 
next,  voluntarily  enter  themfelves 
as  failors  on  board  any  fhips  be- 
longing  to  the  royal  navy,  or  who 
fhall  procure  one  fit  and  able  Tea¬ 
man,  and  one  fit  and  able  land- 
man,  as  fubflitutes  to  ferve  for 
him,  her,  or  them,  provided  the 
penalty  to  which  fuch  perfons  are 
liable  does  not  exceed  the  fum  of 
500 1.  thofe  above,  and  under  20C0L 
to  find  two  fit  and  able  feamen,  and 
two  fit  and  able  landmen ;  and 
thofe  above  2000  1.  to  find  three  fit 
and  able  feamen,  and  three  fit  and 
able  landmen;  upon  which  con¬ 
ditions  all  fpecified  offences  are 
to  be  forgiven.  Likewife  his  ma- 
jefty’s  pardon  to  all  deferters  who 
fhall  furrender  before  the  17th  of 
June. 

Nine  fail  of  Dutch  men  of 
^  ’  war  of  the  line  put  to  fea  from 
the  Texel ;  but  on  the  1 1  th  moil  of 
them  returned. 

,  ,  Admiral  Kempenfelt  failed 

n*  from  Spithead,  with  7  fhips  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate,  on  a  cruize 
to  the  weflward. 

This  day  the  entry  on  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the 
17th  of  February,  1769,  import¬ 
ing,  “  That  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  was 
adjudged  incapable  of  fitting  in  that 
houfe, ”  was,  on  motion,  ordered 
to  be  expunged,  115  to  47. 

,  Lord  Howe,  with  12  fhip& 
9  *  of  the  line,  failed  from  St. 
Helen’s,  as  fuppofied  to  watch  the 
motions  of  t^ie  Dutch  fleet. 

Six  large  drips,  as  convoy, 
thought  to  be  part  of  this  fleet, 
were  feen  on  the  12^25  leagues 
off  Buchanefs  in  Scotland,  fleer¬ 
ing  N.  N.  1L  fuppofed  to  be  going 

north 


ioS'3  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1784 


ihorth  about,  ahd  probably  bound  to 
India. 

,  GenevM*  We  have  ac- 
j°th.  ^oUnts  'Turin,  that 

6000  French  trdop&>  and  45 oa 
Sardinians,  are  marching  towards 
this  place  ;  the  latter  are  com¬ 
manded  by  Count  Ferfero  de  Ma- 
fimara,  who  is  to  aft  as  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  and  is  charged  with 
the  orders  of  both  fcourts.  This 
officer  is  to  fummon  the  feditious 
to  re*eftablifh  order,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  legiflative  plan  with  which 
he  is  charged.  If  any  refiftance  is 
attempted,  no  triice  will  be  grant¬ 
ed.  If  the  plan  is  agreed  to,  it 
is  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  two 
powers  ;  and  as  our  fortifications, 
garrifon,  &c.  only  ferve  to  fhelter 
the  feditious,  they  are  to  be  anni¬ 
hilated. 

,  At  the  rehearfal  of  the 
mufic  at  St.  Paul’s,  previous 
to  the  feaft  of  the  Sons  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  the  colle&ion  amounted  to 
177b  9s. 

This  day  the  four  pirates,  as 
they  are  deemed,  for  the  execution 
of  whom  an  order  came  down  on 
Saturday,  were  refpited  by  ano¬ 
ther  order. 

K  ,  At  the  anniverfary  meet- 

lotn.  £ng  0f  the  Sons  0f  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  held  this  day,  the  collection  at 
church  amounted  to  241 1.  1  s.  6  d. 
At  the  hall  105321.  us.  which, 
with  177  1.  9  s*  as  above,  made 
the  whole  colle&ion  for  the  pre- 
fent  year  95 1 1.  is.  6  d.  in  which 
fum  is  included  50  1.  given  at  the 
hall  by  the  lord  chancellor. 

,  A  proclamation  offering  a 

■  reward  of  500 1.  for  appre¬ 
hending  Thomas  Lewen,  Efq.  late 
fecretary  to  the  council  at  Madras, 
was  publiftved  in  the  London  Ga¬ 
zette. 


This  evening  there  was  a  gene¬ 
ral  illumination  throughout  Lon- 
dbn  for  the  fuccefis  of  Admiral 
Rodney. 

The  Sefiions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
which  began  On  Wednefday;  end¬ 
ed,  when  three  convicts  received 
fentence  of  death.  At  this  feffions 
the  Weftoiis  were  brought  to  the 
bar,  but  the  witneffes  (more  than 
loo)  not  being  got  together,  their 
trial  was  put  offto  next  feffions. 

Game  into  Torbay  Adm.  Kem- 

penfelt’s  fleet  from  a  cruize. 

_  .  The  thanks  of  the  houfe 
loth.  f  \ 

of  commons  were  unani- 

moufly  voted  to  Sir  Geo.  Brydge9 

Rodney,  for  his’  gallant  and  fpi- 

rited  conduct  on  the  12th  of  April 

laft.  _  t 

Alfb  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Ad- 
fhiral  Drake,  Commodore  Affleck, 
Sir  Charles  Douglas,  and  the  reft 
of  the  captains  of  the  fleet. 

And  likewife  to  all  the  feamen 
and  marines,  to  be  communicated 
to  the  captains  of  their  refpe&ive 
fhips. 

The  houfe  of  commons  vot- 
3u*eda  monument  to  be  ereCted 
to  the  memory  of  Captain  Bayne 
of  the  Alfred,  Captain  Blair  of 
the  Anfon,  and  Captain  Lord  Ro¬ 
bert  Manners  of  the  Refolution, 
who  glorioufly  fell  fighting  for  their 
country,  in  the  late  aClions  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  on  the  9th  and  1 2th  of 
April. 

,  This  day  the  thanks  of 

'  *  the  houfe  of  peers  (verba¬ 

tim  with  thofe  of  the  houfe  of 
commons)  were  voted  to  Sir  Geo. 
Brydges  Rodney,  and  the  other  ad¬ 
mirals,  captains,  feamen,  &c. 

,  Vienna.  There  happen- 

29  *  ed  on  the  15th  inftant,  at 
the  village  of  Dieuhepole,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Moravia,  a  ftorm 

which 
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which  entirely  deftroyed  53  houfes, 
forcing  them  into  the  river  Waag, 
with  furniture,  cattle,  and  inha¬ 
bitants.  Thirteen  other  houfes 
were  blown  down.  Only  13  uead 
bodies  have  been  yet  found,  the 
river  having  carried  off  the  reft. 
The  fame  day  the  whole  horizon 
of  Peft,  a  city  of  Hungary,  was  in 
violent  agitation  ;  many  thou- 
fands  of  glafs  windows  were  brok¬ 
en,  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
roofs  blown  off,  houfes  deftroyed 
and  fwept  away,  for  the  moft  part, 
by  the  torrents  which  the  waters 
had  prodigioufly  fwelled.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  laft  mentioned  calami¬ 
ty  only  one  child  of  12  years  of 
age  loft  its  life. 

Died,  Mr.  Daniel  Bernouilli, 
phyfician  and  profeflor  of  natural 
philofophy  at  Bafil,  the  celebrated 
Swifs  philofopher. 

The  Right  Hon.  James  Forte- 
feue,  member  of  parliament  for 
the  county  of  Louth,  in  Clare- 
ftreet,  Dublin. 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq,  at  Clo- 
men-du,  in  North  Wales,  one  of 
the  royal  academicians,  and  libra¬ 
rian  to  that  fociety. 


JUNE. 

,  The  Dutch  mails  of  yefter- 
3  *  day  announce  the  capture  of 
the  ifland  of  Providence  by  Don 
Galvez  ;  the  force  employed  on 
this  bufinefs  confifted  of  1500  Spa- 
nifh  troops,  and  two  fhips  of  the 
line. 

r  ,  Late  laft  night  an  exprefs 
1  ’  arrived  at  the  admiralty  from 
Portfmouth,  with  the  agreeable 
intelligence  of  the  Oftrich  cutter, 
and  30  fail  of  veffels,  the  remain* 
Vol.  XXV. 
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ing  part  of  the  Charles-town  fleet, 
being  arrived  there;  the  iailors  on 
board  thefe  fhips  will  be  of  great 
fervice  at  the  prefent  crifls. 

.1  'The  difpatches  which  have 
'  1  ‘  been  received  at  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne’s  cffice  from  General 
Elliot ,  brought  by  the  Cerberus 
frigate  from  Gibraltar,  contain 
the  agreeable  aflurance  that  the 
garrifun  is  in  good  health,  but 
fpeak  very  feelingly  of  the  hard 
duty  which  the  troops  experience 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  num¬ 
ber,  and  the  immenle  fortifica¬ 
tions  they  are  compelled  to  at¬ 
tend.  With  refpeCt  to  frefh  pro- 
vifions,  the  governor  fays,  they 
are  well  fupplied  by  the  Barbary 
ftates ;  but  they  are  purchafed  at 
fo  dear  a  rate,  that  the  private 
men  are  very  barely  furnifhed  with 
them. 

Letters  by  the  Lifbon  mail  fay, 
that  a  disorder  (flmilar  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  influenza)  prevails  over  that 
country,  with  which  all  ranks  of 
people  have  been  feverely  afflict¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  the  crops  are  in 
great  backwardnefs,  owing  to  the 
fe verity  of  the  feafon. 

^  Sir  Richard  Bickerton, 

J  who  is  fuppofed  to  have 
arrived  at  St  Helena  the  latter 
end  of  May,  had  under  his  con¬ 
voy  the  following  Eaft  Indiamen, 
befides  three  ftorefhips  on  account 
of  government,  and  two  on  that 
of  the  Eaft  India  company: — For 
Coaft  and  China,  the  Calcutta, 
Captain  Thomplon  ;  Ceres,  Price; 
Earl  Talbot,  Taylor;  Ganges, 
Dempfter  ;  Hawke,  Scott  ;  Kent, 
Stokes;  Major,  Arthur;  Morfe, 
Elliott ;  Alfred,  Brown  ;  Nor¬ 
folk,  Bonham  ;  and  Royal  Henry, 
Dundas  For  Madrafr,  Bombay, 
[Q] ,  and 


and  Bengal,  Anne  and  Amelia, 
Popham  ;  Naffau,  Gore  ;  Not¬ 
tingham,  Curtis;  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  Larkings  ;  and  Worcefter, 
Cook.  The  Royal  Bifhop,  Captain 
Mayne,  was  the  only  fhip  for  Ben- 
coolen. 

Accounts  are  received 
from  Bred,  that  the  epide¬ 
mic  diforder  reigns  there  with  fuch 
violence,  that  more  than  half  the 
hands  employed  in  the  king’s  arfe- 
nals  are  confined  to  their  beds. 
The  hofpitals  are  all  full,  and  the 
crews  of  the  men  of  war  uncommon¬ 
ly  fickly. 

Ext  rad  of  a  Letter  from  Dublin , 
June  15. 

“  By  a  veffei  (Captain  Tripe) 
bound  from  bl  alii  rax  to  London, 
put  into  Dingle  ia ft  Monday,  we 
learn,  that  three  frigates,  and  fe- 
ven  tranfports,  with  troops  on 
board,  had  arrived  at  Bo  1km  from 
Bred  the  23d  of  April  lad.  The 
land  forces  were  computed  to  a- 
mountto  zoooeffedive  men.  Cap¬ 
tain  Tripe  alfo  mentions  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fuccefs  of  a  new  York 
privateer,  of  22  guns,  who  in  the 
eourfe  of  three  weeks  had  captur¬ 
ed,  between  Rhode  Ifland  and 
Cape  Sable,  fourteen  American 
and  French  veffeb,  and  probably 
would  have  taken  more,  but  for 
want  of  hands  to  man  them.  All 
the  prifonets  have  been  landed  at 
Hallifax.” 

A  letter  from  Peterfburg  fays, 
that  the  diforder  Bill  rages  in  all 
the  north  part  of  the  empire,  and 
numbers  die  of  it.  On  account 
of  which  it  is  found  very  difficult 
to  recruit  the  army,  and  to  raife 
men  for  the  navy  ;  the  latter  of 
which  are  at  this  time  much  want¬ 
ed. 


178^. 

A  moil:  fevere  dorm  of 
thunder  and  lighting 
ftruck  the  city  of  London  and  its 
fubarbs  with  terror.  It  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  luminous  phenome¬ 
non,  which  appeared  in  the  weft, 
in  the  form  of  a  fpear,  and  conti¬ 
nued  vifible  near  live  minutes,  and 
on  its  difappearing,  that  part  of 
the  firmament  became  beautifully 
illuminated  with  an  immenfe  num¬ 
ber  of  rays,  projecting  from  a 
point,  and  fpreading  like  a  fan, 
till,  growing  fainter  and  fainter, 
they  wholly  difappeared.  Seen 
from  different "  places,  it  affumed 
different  forms,  and  feme  repre¬ 
sent  it  as  a  vortex,  with  a  circular 
motion  of  infinite  velocity.  One 
of  the  heavieft  claps  of  the  thunder 
hurfi  over  a  houfe  in  the  Borough, 
and  forced  down  the  roof,  fplit 
the  Hack  of  chimneys  from  top  to 
bottom,  twilled  the  iron-work  of 
a  cafement  in  feveral  fhapes,  and 
lifted  the  door  of  an  upper  room 
off  the  hinges,  removing  it  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  A  water-fpout 
burft  near  Clapham  Common. 

Triejie .  The  emperor  has  with¬ 
in  feme  time  paft  (hewed  great 
marks  of  his  attention  to  this 
place,  by  advancing  four  millions 
of  Borins  to  the  merchants  of  this 
town  for  the  increafe  of  their  com¬ 
merce,  not  only  in  Alia,  but  in 
Africa,  and  alfo  in  America  ;  and 
has  alfo  promifed  them  every  fuc- 
cour  in  his  power  which  their  cir- 
cumftances  appear  to  require. 
With  fuch  a  protection  it  is  not 
aftonilhing  that  this  place  has  in- 
creafed  lb  much  within  a  Ihort 
time  paft. 

1  This  day  judgment  was 
*  given  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  in  the  important  caufe  re¬ 
lative 
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Htive  to  the  market  at  Warwick. 
The  franchife  of  the  market  place, 
belonged  by  an  ancient  prefcrip- 
tion  to  Sir  John  Mofely,  and  the 
feveral  flails  have  been  accuitomed 
to  be  rented  of  him.  A  perfon 
who  had  no  right  nor  interefl  in 
the  market,  lately  eredted  fome 
flails  and  fheds  on  his  own  free¬ 
hold,  adjoining  to  the  market, 
without  any  real  moleflation  to 
any  of  thofe  before  erected.  Sir 
John  Mofely  brought  an  adlion  for 
u  nuifance,  in  order  to  try  his  exclu- 
five  right  to  erect  halls  for  vending 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
in  that  market.  The  court  held 
that  the  franchifes  of  markets  and 
of  fairs,  according  to  the  common 
law,  ought  not  to  be  infringed  by 
any  perlon  erecting  halls  for  mer¬ 
chandize,  even  upon  their  own 
freehold,  without  the  conlent  of 
the  legal  proprietors  of  the  market 
or  fair. 

,  At  a  court  of  common 
2ota*  council  Mr.  Thorpe  fub- 
mitted  to  the  court  the  following 
motion,  which  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Townfend,  and  car¬ 
ried  unanimously. 

Refolved,  That  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  prefented,  in  a  gold 
box  of  one  hundred  guineas  value, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hood,  rear 
admiral  of  the  blue,  as  a  tehimony 
of  the  high  opinion  which  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  court  entertain  of  his 
judicious,  brave,  and  able  exer¬ 
tions,  in  the  various  engagements 
with  ihe  enemy’s  fleet  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

Mr.  Thorpe  then  moved,  that  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prefented  to 
Admiral  Drake,  in  a  gold  box  of 
one  hundred  guineas  value,  for  his 
vreat  and  diitinguifhed  fervices  to 

o  t  o 

this  country  ;  which  was  alfo  agreed 
to  unanimouliy. 


N  I  C  L  E.  •  [ait 

2 1  fl  Altenay  The  Ccu-t  of 
Denmark  being  infoimed 
that  Sweden  has  '  admitted  the 
King  -of  Pruflia  into  the  armed 
Neutrality,  has  alfo  confented  to 
his  admilfion. 

d  Verfailks.  The  merchants 

*  '  and  traders  of  Marfeilles,  in 
common  council  affembled,  having 
voted  by  proclamation  1,200,000 
livres,  for  the  building  a  fliip  of 
iio  guns,  and  300,000  more  to 
be  applied  towards  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  feamen  belonging 
to  that  city,  and  the  whole  coun¬ 
ty  of  Provence,  who  may  have 
been  fufrerers  by  the  prefent  war  ; 
their  deliberation  was  laid  before 
the  king  by  the  Marquis  de  Caf- 
tries,  when  his  majefly,  moved  at 
fo  fignai  a  mark  of  their  patrio- 
tifm,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
accept  of  the  offer,  and  ordered 
the  fliip  to  be  called,  from  the 
circumflance,  Le  Commerce  de 
Marfeilles. 

s.  Slavery  is  entirely  abo- 
‘  lifhed  in  Auflrian  Poland, 
and  joy  is  ieen  in  every  peafant’s 
countenance,  for  that  he  can  now 
reap  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  unop- 
preifed  by  a  tyrannical  lord. 

Died,  The  Princefs  Sophia,  of 
Mecklenburgh  Strelitz,  her  majef- 
ty’s  filler. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  Maria,  Prin¬ 
cefs  Dowager  of  Wirtemberg, 
daughter  of  the  late  Margrave  of 
Brandenburgh  Schwedt,  at  Berlin. 

In  Park  *  flreet,  GrolVenor- 
fquare,  Lloyd  Dulany,  Efq.  a 
gentleman  of  a  molt  refpediable 
character,  and  large  property  in 
the  province  of  Maryland.  His 
death  is  faid  to  be  occafioned  by  a 
wound  which  he  received  on  Tuef- 
day  evening  1  aft,  in  a  duel  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  in  Hyde-park. 
The  fecond  of  the  former  was 
[0]  2  — - -  D^- 
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■— —  Delancey,  Efq.  and  of  the 
latter,  Robert  Morris,  Efq.  He 
was  attended  by  Dr.  Millman, 
and  Meffrs.  Pott  and  Adair. 

The  magiftrates  of  Bow-ftreet 
having  advertifed  a  reward  of  ten 
guineas  each  for  the  apprehenfton 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alien,  and  Robert 
Morris,  Efq.  they  were  in  confe- 
qoence  apprehended,  and  commit¬ 
ted  to  Tothil-Fields  bridewell. 

JULY. 

,7g  This  morning,  about  eight 
o'clock,  five  felons  made  their 
cicape  out  of  Newgate,  amongft 
whom  were  the  two  Wefions.  They 
had  fawed  their  irons  off,  and,  as 
loon  as  the  turnkeys  unlocked  their 
rooms,  they  rallied  on  them,  and 
hred  two  piftols,  but  happily 
miffed  them  ;  they  then  took  the 
keys,  and  let  themfeives  out,  fome 
running  towards  Smithfield,  the 
Fleet,  and  Newgate-market.  One 
of  the  Weftons  was  taken  in  Cock- 
lane,  after  firing  another  piftol,  and 
wounding  a  porter  on  the  cheek, 
the  other  in  Smithfield,  and  the 
other  two  in  Fleet- Itreet.—— They 
were  brought  back  and  ironed  to 
the  floor.  One  Nicolfon,  a  coiner, 
made  his  efcape. 

ath  Yefterday  was  tried  before 
4  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  the  im¬ 
portant  caule  between  two  capital 
tradefmen,  refpedling  a  draft  for 
600  h  on  a  late  banking -houfe, 
given  at  half  pafb  one  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  ftoppage  of  pay¬ 
ment.  Mr.  SoUicitor  General,  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff  who  received 
the  draft,  and  who  brought  his 
action  to  recover  the  amount  from 
the  defendants  of  whom  he  re¬ 
ceived  it,  ftrongly  contended  that 


the  former  verdidt,  declaring  the 
lofs  to  fall  upon  the  plaintiff,  who 
ought  to  have  gone  the  fame  day, 
was  exprefsly  againft  law.  Mr. 
Wallace,  for  the  defendants,  faid, 
he  fhould  call  the  attention  of  the 
jury  to  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  and  from  thence  they 
were  to  judge  whether  there  was 
not  a  reafonabie  time  for  the 
plaintiff,  who  received  the  draft 
at  noon,  to  go  into  Lombard- 
ftreet  before  five  o’clock,  and  take 
the  money.  He  did  not  mean  to 
fay,  that  a  draft  received  fo  late 
as  four  o’clock,  or  at  York,  was 
to  be  taken  the  fame  day,  but  he 
contended  the  queflion  lay  with 
the  jury,  whether  there  was  a 
reafonabie  time.  Lord  Mansfield 
declared  it  was  a  queflion  of  great 
commercial  confequence,  and  fince 
the  laft  trial  he  found  it  had  been 
the  fubjedl  of  much  talk  in  the 
city.  The  court  had  therefore 
taken  deliberation  on  it,  and  there 
was  not  a  cafe  in  print  or  manu- 
fcript,  which  had  not  been  fearched 
into  ;  his  lordfnip  gave  his  opinion 
the  fame  as  on  the  former  trial,  that 
the  next  morning  was  a  reafonabie 
time.  But  the  jury  gave  a  verdidt 
for  the  defendants. 

k  By  an  adl  juft  paft,  after 
^  the  firft  of  Auguft  next  en- 
fuing,  all  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
promiffory  notes,  or  other  notes, 
payable  otherwife  than  upon  de¬ 
mand,  of  any  fum  lefs  than  50  L 
muft  be  drawn  upon  a  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  charged  with  a 
ftamp  duty  of  3d.  And  all  bills 
or  notes  of  the  like  kind  of  50 1. 
or  upwards  muft  be  drawn  upon  a 
fheet  or  piece  of  paper,  charged 
with  a  ftamp  duty  of  6d. 

Any  bill  or  note  as  above,  not 
ftamped  agreeable  to  this  adl,  and 
bearing  date  after  the  above  pe¬ 
riod^ 
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shod,  or  marked  or  damped  with 
a  lower  duty,  (hall  not  be  pleaded 
or  given  in  evidence  in  any  court, 
or  be  available  in  law  or  equity. 
And  any  perfon  counterfeiting  the 
above  damps  is  guilty  of  felony. 

Diver,  5  th.  Yederday  evening 
about  half  pad  nine  o’clock,  their 
Royal  Highnedes  the  Duke  and 
duchefs  of  Glouceder  arrived  at 
the  Ship  inn,  where  they  fupped 
and  flept,  and  this  day  at  twelve 
o’clock  embarked  on  board  one  of 
the  paffage  yachts  for  Calais, 
Their  royal  highnedes  were  fa- 
luted  by  the  cannon  at  the  cadle 
and  forts. 

This  day  Lord  John  Cavendilh 
refigned  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  as  likewife  did 
Mr.  Fox  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
date. 

r  1  Yederday  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Allen  furrendered  himlelf  at 
the  Seffions-houfe,  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  when  he  and  Robert  Mor¬ 
ris,  Efq.  were  indicted  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Lloyd  Dulany, 
Efq.— Mr.  Judice  Buller,  in  his 
charge  to  the  jury,  obferved,  that 
the  cafe  before  them  confided  of 
two  parts — law  and  faCl.  As  to 
the  law,  there  is  not,  nor  ever 
was  a  doubt,  that  where  two  per- 
fons  meet  together  deliberately  to 
fight  a  duel,  and  one  of  them  is 
killed,  the  other  is  gnilty  of 
murder,  and  his  fecond  likewife. 
I11  refpeCl  to  the  fads,  he  dated 
that  the  quarrel  arofe  from  a  cir- 
cumdance  of  three  years  danding  ; 
a  paragraph  called  ‘  characters  of 
principal  men  in  rebellion,’  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Morning  Pod,  June 
29,  1 779,  referred  to  the  id  and 
5th  of  July  the  fame  year,  and 
now  recognized  by  the  prifoner 
Allen,  in  a  letter  proved  to  be  his 
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hand-writing,  avowing  himfelf 
the  author  of  thofe  characters,  re¬ 
torting  the  charge  of  liar  and  af- 
faffin  upon  the  deceafed,  telling 
him  he  did  not  mean  to  difpute 
with,  but  to  puniffi  him  ;  and  if 
he  (the  deceafed)  harboured  any 
refentment,  cr  defire  of  revenge, 
the  bearer  (Morris)  would  put  him 
in  the  way  of  putting  it  in  imme¬ 
diate  execution ;  this  brought  on 
fundry  verbal  meflages,  and  at 
lad,  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Dulany,  Mr.  Delan- 
cey,  his  fecond,  and  Mr.  Morris, 
from  whence  they  went  to  a  Mr, 
Wogden’s,  gun-maker,  to  get 
Mr.  Allen’s  pidols  charged  ;  and 
about  half  pad  nine  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  after  meafuring  eight  yards, 
dilcharged  each  their  pidols,  when 
the  deceafed  fell. 

Mr.  Delancey  laid,  that  Mr* 
Morris  repeatedly  urged  deferring 
the  duel  till  the  next  day.  One 
Lydia  Lepine  depofed  that  die 
favv  the  prifoner  Allen  iliooting  at 
a  mark  in  a  field  near  Black 
Friars-bridge,  with  pidols,  be¬ 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  on  the 
18th  of  June.  Her  rnader  and 
his  fon  confirmed  the  fad,  but 
could  not  fwear  pofitively  to  the 
perfon.  His  lordffiip  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  a  midaken 
point  of  honour  was  not  to  bias 
the  judges  and  the  jury  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

The  jury  withdrew  about  20 
minutes,  and  brought  in  a  verdiCl, 
Allen,  Guilty  of  Man-daughter  ; 
Morris,  Not  Guilty. 

Mr.  Recorder  then,  after  a  pa¬ 
thetic  fpeech,  pronounced  fen- 
tence  on  Mr.  Allen,  of  I  s.  finfe, 
and  to  be  imprifoned  fix  months 
in  Newgate. 

Bamber  Gafcoigne,  fen.  Efq. 
[O]  3  and 
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and  two  ladies,  proved  an  alibi 
as  to  the  {hooting  at  a  mark; 
and  they,  as  well  as  the  Lords 
Bateman,  Mountrnorres,  and  ie ve¬ 
nd  other  perfons,  gave  Allen  an 
excellent  character.  Mr.  Morris 
brought  no  witnefTes. 

This  morning,  at  nine  o'clock, 
came  on  at  the  Seffions -horde,  in 
the  Old  Bailey,  the  trials  of 
George  and  jofeph  Weldon,  for 
the  robbery  of  the  Bride]  mail,  in 
jan.  1780:  when  after  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  a  number  of  witnefTes, 
which  laded  till  half  pad  12  o’clock, 
nothing  appearing  to  prove  their 
guilt,  they  were  both  acquitted  of 
that  fait,  bat  tried  immediately 
on  another  indictment,  for  forg¬ 
ing  an  indoiTernent  in  the  name 
of  John  VFood,  on  the  back  of  a 
bank  pod-bill,  and  patting  it  off, 
at  the  Dun  Horfe  in  the  Borough; 
but  nothing  appearing  alfo  to  cri¬ 
minate  Jofeph  in  refped  to  this 
matter,  he  was  acquitted,  and 
George  capitally  conviiied.  Jo¬ 
feph  was  afterwards  tried  for 
fhooting  at  a  man  with  a  pifiol,  in 
Cock-lane,  on  Tuefday  lad,  as  he 
was  making  his  efcape ;  and  be¬ 
ing  tried  on  the  black  ait,  was  ca¬ 
pitally  conviiled. 

This  day  the  combined 
*  k  ‘  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
were  feen  W.  S.  W.  from  the  Li¬ 
zard,  did  ant  about  13  leagues. 

The  London  Gazette  of  this 
day  confirms  the  account  of  the 
furrender  of  the  Bahama  [Hands 
to  the  arms  of  Spain,  on  capitula¬ 
tion.  And  the  New  York  Gazette 
a  Herts,  that,  by  orders  from  the 
Court  of  France,  the  French  fag 
has  been  bolded  at  St.  Euftatius, 
in  place  of  that  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

The  king  lias  been  plea  fed  to 


permit  Thomas  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  accept  the  honour  of  bearing 
the  Pruffian  eagle  as  a  mantle  to 
his  arms  ;  an  honour  conferred  on 
his  lord iliip  as  a  mark  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majedy’s  remembrance  and 
edeem. 

Died,  on  Monday,  July  2,  af¬ 
ter  a  fhort  illnefs,  at  his  houfe  at 
Wimbleton,  the  mod  noble  Charles 
Watfcn  Wentworth,  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  Earl  of  Malton,  Vif- 
count  riigham  of  Higham  Fer~ 
rars,  Baron  Rockingham  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  Baron  of  Malton,  and  of 
Worth  and  Harrowden  in  England* 
and  Earl  and  Baron  of  Malton 
in  Ireland. 

The  noble  Marquis  was  born  on 
the  sjth^of  May,  ,1730.  He  took 
his  feat  in  the  Englifh  parliament 
on  the  deceafe  of  his  father  Thomas* 
the  drfc  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
on  the  '2 2d  of  May,  1751  *  and  on 
July  9  .  following  was  conftituted 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cuftds  Ro- 
tu jorum  of  the  North  and  Welt 
Ridings  of  the  county  of  York  by 
the  late  king,  to  whom  he  was 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bed¬ 
chamber,  in  which  pods  he  was 
continued  by  his  prefent  majedy, 
at  whofe  coronation.  Sept.  22. 
1761,  as  Deputy  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  (Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Workfop)  he  prefented  him  with 
a  right  hand  glove  before  his  re¬ 
ceiving  the  feeptre  with  the  crofs 
from  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  afterwards  occafionally 
fupported  his  majefty’s  right  hand. 
His  lordfhip  alfo,  after  the  king 
was  enthroned,  and  whijft  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  homage  of  the  Peers 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  held,  as 
.Deputy  afofdaid,  the  faid  feeptre 
with  the  crofs,  and  which  hav¬ 
ing  re  delivered,  pronounced  the 
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words  of  the  homage  for  all  the 
Marquiffes.  He  was  elected 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  with  Earl 
Temple,  on  February  4,  1760,  and 
inftalled  on  May  6  following. 

His  lor dlhip,  in  1763,  refigned 
his  offices  of  Lord  of  the  Bed¬ 
chamber,  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  the  aforefaid 
Ridings  of  Yorkfhire,  on  account 
of  the  fyftem  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  ; 
but  he  was  appointed  Firft  Lord 
of  the  Treafury,  in  the  room  of 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville, 
on  July  20,  1765,  aud  was  again 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  &c, 
and  during  this  adminiftration, 
the  charadfteriftic  of  which  was  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp-ad,  he  dis¬ 
played  *  fuch  found  principles, 
fuch  an  enlargement  of  mind,  fuch 
clear  and  fagacious  fenfe,  and 
fuch  unlhaken  fortitude,  as  to 
bind  a  moft  extenfive  and  honour¬ 
able  party  of  men,  by  an  inviolable 
attachment  to  him  from  that  time, 
forward.’ 

The  intrigues  of  that  fadion, 
which  were  then  in  oppofition, 
growing  violent,  the  Marquis  re- 
ligned  his  place  of  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury,  on  Auguft  1,  17663 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  minil- 
try  of  the  different  men  who  re¬ 
turned  the  meafures  of  coercion, 
he  added  a  zealous  and  decilive 
-part.  The  noble  Marquis  was, 
on  the  late  important  revolution, 
called  again  to  the  place  of  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury  ;  and,  to  the 
great  and  alarming  misfortune  of 
his  country,  they  are  thus  fud- 
denly  deprived  of  his  fervices, 
when  their  canfequence  and  value 
were  juft  beginning  to  be  felt. 

His  lordftiip  married,  on  Fe^ 


bruarv  26,  1752,  Mary,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Bright,  of 
Badfworth,  in  com.  Ebor.  Efq. 
uncle  to  Lord  Ravemworth,  but 
has  left  no  iffue. 

The  M  arquis  of  Rockingham 
having  died  without  iffue,  the 
title  becomes  extind  ;  the  Earl  of 
Fitzwilliam,  his  nephew,  who  is 
a  Lord  of  Parliament,  kecom  s 
heir  to  a  great  pait  of  his  tord- 
fhip’s  fortune  in  England  and  ire- 
land. 

_  ,  Laft  Saturday  the  re- 
mains  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  after  lying  in  great 
and  folemn  ftate  at  York,  were 
interred  in  the  minfter  with  his 
noble  anceftors.  The  concourfe 
of  the  principal  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  to  pay  the 
laft  tribute  of  affedion  to  his 
manes,  was  immenfe  beyond  ex¬ 
ample.  The  great  bell  at  the  ca¬ 
thedral  tolled  every  minute  cn 
Friday,  both  day  and  night. 


AUGUST. 

A  Advice  was  received  of  the 
1  *  fafe  arrival  of  the  fleet  from 
Jamaica,  under  convoy  of  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  in  the  Sandwich  of  'go 
guns,  in  which  fhip  came  the 
Count  de  Graffe.  A  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  an  officer  on  board 
the  Namur,  takes  notice  of  the 
narrow  efcape  of  that  fhip  by  the 
Merfey  flore-lhip  taking  fire,  and 
then  falling  a- drift  among  the 
fleet  in  Port  Royal  harbour,  all 
in  flames  ;  fhe  miraculoufly  paffed 
them  all  except  the  Namur,  which 
was  fo  entangled  with  her,  as  li¬ 
terally  to  finge  her  beard  ;  her 
fails  and  rigging  were  cn  fire,  and 
[OJ  4  '  every 


216]  ANNUAL  RE 

every  boat  in  the  fleet  got  out  to 
lave  che  men,  when  by  catting 
ilie  drove  clear. 

This  day  Sir  Henry  Flet¬ 
cher,  Bart,  was  chofen  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Eaft  India  company  in 
the  room  of  Robert  Gregory,  Efiq. 
who,  to  the  regret  of  the  whole 
body  of  proprieters,  has  difquali- 
fied  on  account  of  his  bad  Hate  of 
health. 

cth  Wednefday  Count  de  GrafTe 
^  '  with  his  fuite  landed  on  South 

Sea  Common,  Portfmouth,  where 
carriages  had  been  procured  by 
Vice  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
who  conduct  d  them  to  the  George, 
where  a  moil  fumptuous  dinner 
had  been  procured  for  him  and  his 
fuite  by  Sir  Peter,  who  entertained 
him  and  his  officers  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pence,  until  the  Count  had  per- 
iniffion  to  go  to  London,  which 
w-as  not  till  Friday  morning,  when 
he  fet  off  with  his  fuite,  attended 
by  the  admiral,  who  had  previ- 
oufly  lent  an  exp  refs  to  the  George 
at  Godalmin,  to  prepare  dinner 
and  beds,  and  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  they  purfued  their  route  to 
Mrs.  Nugent’s  (the  mother  of 
Lady  Parker)  in  Queen-fquare, 
Weftminfter,  where  they  arrived 
about  three  o’clock,  from  whence 
Count  de  Grade  walked  up  to  the 
Royal  Hotel  in  Pall-mall. 

Count  De  GrafTe  is  the  fir  ft 
commander  in  chief  of  a  French 
fleet  or  army,  who  has  been  pri- 
foner  in  England  fince  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  when  Marechal 
Tallard  was  taken  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  confined  to  the 
town  and  environs  of  Nottingham. 
Marechal  De  Belleifle,  indeed,  and 
his  brother,  the  Chevalier,  were 
prifoners  with  us  the  war  before 
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laft,  and  were  confined  in  Wind- 
for  tower,  but  they  were  not  in 
command  when  taken;  they  were 
merely  as  paftengers  travelling 
through  Hanover,  on  their  way, 
indeed,  to  take  a  command,  where 
they  were  flopped,  and  fent  pri- 
foners  to  England. 

,  The  two  pirates,  Ryan  and 
M’Carthy,  condemned  in 
March  laft,  and  who  have  been  in 
prifon  upwards  of  18  months, 
have  received  his  majefty’s  pardon. 

,  About  four  in  the  after- 
*  noon,  a  gentleman  calling 
at  Mrs.  Fortefcue’s  at  Tottenham- 
green,  was  furprized  on  knocking 
at  the  door  to  find  no  admittance. 
Sufpe&ing  fomething  wrong,  he 
procured  a  peace-officer,  and 
forced  an  entrance  into  the  houfe, 
when  he  found  the  two  maids  tied 
one  to  one  bedhead,  and  the  other 
to  another  bedhead,  in  feparate 
rooms,  and  the  houfe  robbed  of 
plate  and  effedls  to  the  value  of 
500I.  Mrs.  Fortefcue  and  her 
daughter  were  out  on  a  tea-vifit. 

,  This  day  came  on  at  Win-, 
cheher,  by  fpecial  cornmif- 
fion,  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  juhice 
Heath,  the  trial  of  David  Tyrie, 
for  high  treafon,  for  holding  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  enemy.  The 
principal  witnefies  again  ft  him 
were, 

i.  Maria  Harvey,  who  having 
a  packet  of  papers  put  into  her 
care  with  a  particular  charge,  had 
the  curiofity  to  look  into  the  con¬ 
tents,  and  finding  them  of  a  dan¬ 
gerous  nature,  as  fhe  thought, 
took  them  to  Mr.  Page  of  Weft- 
minfter,  who  carried  them  to  the 
fecretary  of  Hate.  The  papers  were 
produced  ;  confifting  of  copies  of 
papers  called  the  Navy  Frogreffes^ 

coru 


C  H  R  O 

containing  lifts  of  the  navy,  with 
the  fituation  and  ftate  of  repair  of 
each  ftiip.  Alfo  a  plan  for  a  regu¬ 
lar  courfe  of  intelligence,  and  the 
terms  on  which  fuch  intelligence 
might  be  obtained  from  every  pub¬ 
lic  office  and  every  public  dock¬ 
yard. 

2.  Mr.  Vowell,  ftationer,  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  whom  he  was  clerk,  went 
to  prove  his  hand-writing. 

3.  Capt.  James  proved  an  a- 
gteement  with  him  to  go  to  Bou¬ 
logne  for  wines,  at  1 5  guineas  a 
trip.  He  alfo  produced  letters 
which  he  was  to  deliver  to  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  port,  and  a  paff- 
port  from  Boulogne  to  Cherburgh. 
Thefe  contained  intelligence  of  the 
failing  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India 
fleets,  and  of  other  important  mat- 

|  ters. 

He  had  little  to  fay  in  his  de¬ 
fence,  but  that  what  he  had  col- 
iedled  was  no  more  tha'n  was  daily 
to  be  gleaned  from  the  public  pa¬ 
pers,  and  that  his  intelligence  was 
dire&ed  to  particular  friends,  who 
he  knew  would  make  no  ill  ufe  of 
it,  and  that  it  rather  led  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  enemy,  and  to  miflead 
them,  than  to  give  any  true  in¬ 
formation.  The  judge  and  jury 
were,  however,  of  another  opi¬ 
nion,  and  found  him  guilty. — 
After  he  left  Mr.  Vowell,  he  went 
into  partnerfhip  in  the  mercantile 
line,  and  had  arrived  to  fuch  high 
credit,  as  once  to  put  up  for 
member  for  Hindon.  He  after¬ 
wards  procured  a  place  in  the 
Navy-office  at  Portfmouth,  which 
proved  his  ruin. 

,  Advice  was  received  at 
*  '  the  admiralty  of  the  fafe 

arrival  of  the  Leeward  Ifland  fleet, 
under  convoy  of  the  Prefton  and 
p.oebuck  men  of  war* 
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1 6th.  About  two  in  the  morn-. 

ing  the  moll  dreadful  fall 
of  rain  began  at  Dublin  and  its 
neighbourhood,  that  was  ever  re¬ 
membered  in  that  country.  It  con¬ 
tinued  for  fourteen  hours,  with  a 
violence  that  was  truly  alarming. 
The  diltreffes  of  the  inhabitants 
in  different  parts  of  Dublin  are 
beyond  defeription.  Rings  -  end 
bridge  was  borne  down  by  the 
flood. 

o  Letters  from  Holland, 

of  this  day’s  date,  bring  a 
melancholy  account  of  the  efFe&s 
of  the  cold  and  wet  weather,  which 
have  deftroyed  the  hopes  conceived 
of  a  plentiful  harveft  all  along  the 
coafts  of  the  Rhine. 

n  Commod.  Hotharn,  with 

*  eight  fail  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  failed  from  Portf- 
mouth,  as  is  fuppofed  for  the  North 
Seas,  to  convoy  home  the  Baltic 
fleet. 

This  day  Mr.  Bofanquet  was  cho- 
fen  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Eaft: 
India  Company,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Gregory,  who  difqualified. 

,  This  night’s  London  Gay 

^  ’  zette,  in  an  article  from/, 
Conftantinople,  gives  a  moft  me¬ 
lancholy  account  of  the  ravages 
of  the  plague  in  that  city  and  its 
neighbourhood.  But  what  aggra¬ 
vates  that  calamity,  is  a  moft  dread¬ 
ful  fire  that  broke  out  there  on 
the  29th  of  July,  in  the  quarter 
called  the  Balatta,  moftly  inha¬ 
bited  by  Jews.  As  the  wind  was 
rather  high,  the  flames  fpread  with 
fuch  rapidity,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  every  effort,  in  about  three 
hours  the  whole  city  was  threat¬ 
ened  with  deftruftion.  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  paint  the  horrid  feene 
exhibited  by  this  alarming  confla¬ 
gration,  which  raged  with  equal 

violence 
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violence  for  about  15  hours,  and 
fpread  through  one  of  the  moft 
inhabited  parts  of  the  town.  The 
number  of  houfes  deftroyed  is  com¬ 
puted  at  10,000,  betides  mofques, 
churches,  and  other  public  edi¬ 
fices,-— At  three  o’clock  P.  M.  the 
ire,  which  had  appeared  nearly 
extin guHhed,  broke  out  anew,  in 
three  dikinct  places,  and  proceeded 
In  different  directions.  The  wind, 
which  had  fallen,  became  again 
'pretty  high,  and  the  greateft  ap¬ 
prehensions  were  entertained  tor 
the  fate  of  the  city.  The  Grand 
Signior,  Vizir,  and  all  the  Gran¬ 
dees,  attended  17  hours,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  exertions  of  the  people 
to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  flames. 
Subsequent  advices  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  houfes  burnt  to  9000. 

On  Thurfday  night  an 
exprefs  arrived  at  the  ad¬ 
miralty  office,  which  brought  the 
melancholy  news  of  the  lot's  of  the 
.Royal  George,  of  100  guns,  with 
the  greateil:  part  of  her  crew.  The 
•fhip  was  careening  at  Spithead,  and 
many  of  her  guns  being  removed  to 
one  fide,  feme  of  her  upper  ports 
being  open,  and  near  the  water’s 
edge,  a  bidden  gull  of  wind  over- 
fet  her,  and  Hie  went  to  the  bottom 
with  about  400  of  her  crew,  and,  it 
1  Is  fuppofed,  at  leak  as  many  women 
and  children.  The  captain  and  two 
lieutenants*  with  about  300  men, 
are  Tawed,  but  we  are  very  lorry  to 
learn,  that  Adrn.  Kempenfelt  was 
amonv  the  number  of  thofe  that 

O 

peri  feed. 

Sheer nefs,  which  for  ages  has 
buffered  great  inconvenience  from 
want  of  water,  is  now  plentifully 
fupplied  from  a  fpring  which  was 
difcovered  by  digging  a  well  at 
the  in  It  a  nee  of  the  garrifon.  After 
feveral  days  labour,  they  came  to 
a  rocky  bottom,  which  was .  no 


fooner  broken  through,  than  the 
water  flowed  in  fo  plentifully,  that 
the  workmen  were  with  difficulty 
faved. 

Died  fuddenly,  at  Kingfgate, 
near  Margate,  aged  43,  Robert 
Child,  of  Ofterley  Park,  Middle- 
fex,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  Wells.  By 
his  will,  we  hear,  he  has  given  all 
his  eftates,  both  real  and  perfonal, 
to  Mrs.  Child,  Mr.  Lovelace,  Mr, 
Dent,  Mr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Key- 
fall,  his  partners,  in  truft,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  all  his  partner- 
fhip  debts,  and  for  carrying  on  the 
buiinefs  as  ulual  at  the  houfe  at 
Temple-bar,  and  has  made  them 
executors.  He  has  alio  left  Mrs. 
Child  6000  1.  a  year,  2000 1.  a  year 
to  Lady  Weftmoreland,  his  only 
child,  and  12,000  1.  to  each  of  her 
ladyfhip’s  younger  children  down 
to  the  twelfth,  except  the  fecond, 
to  whom  he  has  left  the  refidue  of 
his  fortune,  which,  it  is  imagined, 
will  be  nearly  equal  to  that  parti¬ 
cularly  deviled.  He  hath  died 
worth  15,000!.  per  annum  in  land¬ 
ed  property,  exclufive  of  his  feat 
at  Ofterley  Park,  which  is  deemed 
the  moft  iuperb  and  elegant  thing 
of  its  kind  in  England.  His  fhare 
of  the  profits  in  the  banking  hufi- 
nefs  has  never  been  estimated  at 
lefs,  for  feme  years,  than  30,000  1. 
per  annum,  which  immenie  addi¬ 
tion  he  poflefled  alio  the  right  of 
bequeathing  in  common  with  his 
other  property. 


SEPTEMBER. 

^  The  parliamemt,  which 

flood  prorogued  to  the  3d 
inflant,  was  further  prorogued  to. 
Gitdber  10. 

The  foundation  Rone  of  a  new 
bridge  over  the  river  Peafe,  near 

the 
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the  old  Camda,  Edinburg,  was 
laid.  The  centre  arch  is  to  be 
123  feet  in  height. 

,  Capt.  Thornborough,  late 
4  *  commander  of  his  majefty’s 
frigate  Le  Blonde,  arrived  in  town 
with  an  account  of  the  lofs  of  that 
(hip.  He  had  been  cruizing  for 
fome  time  off  Bolton  for  the  only 
fhip  of  war  the  congrefs  are  in 
poffeflion  of ;  inftead  of  which  he 
had  taken  a  large  veflfel,  mounting 
22  guns,  laden  with  mafts  and 
itores  for  the  French  fleet,  and 
was  towing  her  into  port,  when, 
unfortunately,  the  Blonde  ftruck 
upon  fome  rocks,  and  was  entire¬ 
ly  iofl.  The  prize,  fearing  the 
fame  fate,  purfued  her  courfe, 
and  is  fa fe  arrived  at  Halifax. — 
By  means  of  a  raft,  the  crew  of 
the  Blonde  got  to  a  barren  un¬ 
inhabited  ifland,  where  they  con¬ 
tinued  two  days  in  the  utmoft 
diffrefs,  when  providentially  they 
were  feen  and  taken  off  by  two 
American  cruifers,  who  landed 
them  near  New  York,  in  gratitude 
to  Capt  Thornborough,  for  the 
generous  and  humane  treatment 
he  had  (hewn  to  the  prifoners  he 
had  on  board  when  he  met  with 
the  unhappy  difafler.  When  he 
left  New  York  there  were  twelve 
American  Privateers  cruifing  there 
to  intercept  the  trade. 

,  Was  executed  at  Hereford 

/  L‘  gallows,  one  John  Webb, 
for  having  plundered  a  Venetian 
veffel  driven  on  fhore  on  the  £oaft 
of  Glamorganfhire  by  diftrefs, 
lome  time  in  November  laft. — 
This,  it  is  hoped,  will  put  a  final 
flop  to  that  inhuman  pradtice  of 
plundering  (hips  wrecked  upon  the 
coafl. 

,  A  court  martial  was  held 

s  on  board  the  Warfpite,  at 

8 


Portfmouth,  on  Capt.  Waghorne, 
for  the  lofs  of  the  Royal  George, 
when  he  was  honourably  acquitted. 
A  carpenter  on  board,  who  elcaped, 
declared,  that  the  fliip  went  down 
fo  fuddenly,  that  he  had  only  time 
to  tell  his  brother  that  file  was 
finking.  It  alfo  appeared  that  fire 
was  fo  old  and  rotten,  that  when 
a  plank  fiarted  not  a  peg  would 
hold  together. 

The  fame  day  the  body  of  Mr. 
Saunders,  the  firft  lieutenant,  was 
taken  up  under  the  Item  of  the 
Montagu  lndiaman,  at  the  Mo- 
therbank.  His  gold  watch  was  in 
his  fob,  and  5  1.  15  s.  6  d.  in  his 
pocket. 

Portfmouth,  nth.  This  morning 
failed  the  following  fliips,  viz. 


Ships. 
Victory 

Britannia 

Queen 

Atlas 


G  uns .  Commanders . 

Aiim.  Ld.  Howe 
Capt.  G.  Duncan 
Adm.  Barrington 
Capt.  Hill. 
q  5  Adm,  Hood 
^  £  Capt.  Dornet. 

98  Capt.  Vandeput 


100 


100 


Princefs  Royal  98  Capt.  Falconer 


Ocean 

Blenheim 

Union 


5  Adm.  Milbank 
\  Capt.  Bigar 
90  Capt.  Duncan 
90  Capt.  Dalrymplc 


Princefs  Amelia  84  {  Capt.' Reynolds 


Cambridge. 

Royal  William  84. 
Foudroyant 
Alexander 
Bellona 
Berwick 
Courageux 


Egmont 
Ed^ar 

O 

Fortitude 

Ganges 

Goliah 

Suffolk 

Vengeance 

Alia 


84- 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 


84  Stewart 

Allen 
Jarvis 
Longford 
Onflow 
Phipps 
Mulgrave 
Fergufon 
C  Com.  Hotham 
^  c  Capt.  Cayley- 
74  Keppel 

74  Fielding 

74  Parker 

74  Herne 

74  Moutray 

64.  Blyth 

Bien- 
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Bienfaifant 

64 

Capt.  Howarth 

Crown 

64 

Reeves 

Polyphemus 

64 

Finch 

Ruby 

64 

Collins 

Rai  Tenable 

64 

Ld  Harvey 

Sampfon 

64 

Harvey 

Vigilant 

64 

Douglas 

B  ufFafo 

6  0 

Ho  l.o  way 

Panther 

60 

Simonton 

Brifi  ol 

50 

Burney 

Minerva 

38 

Pakenham 

L.atona 

38 

Conway 

Monfieur 

Finch 

Andromache 

34 

Byron 

Recovery 

3Z 

Bertie 

Diana 

32 

Calder 

Proferpine 

2.S 

T  ay  lor 

Termagant 

24 

Stirling 

Pin  to,  Tifi  phone 

and  Spitfire  fire-fhips. 

At  the  fame  time  failed  the  trade 
snd.  tranfports  for  Gibraltar,  out¬ 
ward  bound  Eafl  and  Well  India 
fleets,  and  Heart  of  Oak  armed 
fliip. 

On  board  of  the  grand  fleet, 
which  has  failed  for  the  relief 
of  Gibraltar,  there  are  fix  re¬ 
giments,  which  are  to  ail  as  ma¬ 
rines  ;  the  2d,  25th,  29th,  bill, 
6  2d,  and  another  whofe  number 
we  could  not  learn.  The  25th  and 
59th  are  Intended  to  be  left  as  a 
reinforcement  to  the  garrifon  ;  and 
the  others.,  it  is  thought,  will  be 
lent  with  the  naval  detachment, 
under  Alexander  Kood,  Efq.  to 
the  Weft  Indies. 

The  following  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Recorder  of  London, 
at  the  Seffions-houfe  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  from  the  Right  Hon.  Tho¬ 
mas  Townfend,  one  of  his  maje- 
jly’s  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate  : 
Sir, 

I  have  the  king’s  commands  to 
iignify  to  you  his  pleafure,  that, 
confidering  the  great  number  of 
robberies  that  have  been  lately 
committed,  and  attended  with  a£ls 
of  great  cruelty,  you  fhould  report 
to  him  in  council,  as  foon  as  pof- 


fible,  upon  fuch  cafes  as  dial!  ap* 
pear  to  you  to  call  for  immediate 
punifhment. 

I  have  it  likewife  in  charge  to 
acquaint  you,  that,  in  order  to 
deter  perfons  from  being  guilty 
of  fuch  adls  of  cruelty,  his  majefty 
has  determined  to  grant  no  pardon 
or  refpite  to  any  perfon  convidted 
of  fuch  offences,  on  any  felicita¬ 
tion  whatever. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  regard.  Sir,  your  moil  obe¬ 
dient  humble  fervant. 

T.  Townsend* 

Mr.  Recorder  of  London. 

,  Captdin  Trollope,  com- 
'  mander  of  his  majefty’s 
fliip  Rainbow,  having  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  2d  inftant,  to 
join  Commodore  Elliot,  fell  in 
with,  and  captured  the  Hebe,  a 
French  frigate  of  40  guns,  28  of 
which  were  French  1 8-pounders. 
She  had  failed  from  St.  Maloes 
the  day  before  with  a  convoy  for 
Rreft,  which,  during  the  chace, 
got  into  Morlaix.  She  was  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Vigny,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Louis,  who  was  {light¬ 
ly  wounded  ;  their  fecond  captain 
and  4  men  killed,  their  wheel  fhot 
away,  and  foremaft  badly  wounded, 
which  was  the  only  damage.  She 
gave  only  one  broadfide,  and  ftruck. 
The  Rainbow  had  only  one  mail 
killed. 

,  An  exprefs  arrived  in 

l7  1‘  town  with  advice  that  the 
Dutch  fleet,  confiding  of  17  fail, 
14  of  which  were  two-deckers,  fail¬ 
ed  from  the  Texel  early  on  the  15th; 
but  what  their  object  is,  time  muft 
difcover. 

^  This  morning  an  exprefs 

arrived  at  the  admiralty  with 
the  agreeable  news  of  the  Baltic 
fleet,  confiding  of  340  fail,  being 

fafe 
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fafe  arrived  off  Flamborough  head, 
under  convoy  of  two  or  three  fri¬ 
gates,  a  floop,  and  a  cutter. 

,  On  the  2 1  it  of  Auguit, 
25  *  at  9  P.  M.  a  moit  dreadful 

fire  broke  out  at  Conflantinople. 
A  ftrong  N.  E.  wind  blowing,  the 
flames  fpread  with  fuch  rapidity 
that  there  was  no  approaching 
with  the  engines.  It  continued 
burning  till  the  24th  at  10  A.  M. 
The  feven  towers,  the  Janizary 
Aga’s  palace,  moil  of  the  fine 
buildings  and  mofques,  are  de- 
ftroyed,  and  full  one  half  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  The  fire  round  two 
large  mofques  was  fo  very  violent, 
that  fome  hundred  miferable  ob¬ 
jects  who  had  taken  refuge  there 
were  deftroyed.  Towards  the  fea 
the  flames  formed  a  femicircle, 
and  reached  on  each  fide  to  the 
water’s  edge,  when  doling  by  de¬ 
grees,  the  poor  fufferers  who  were 
within  the  circle,  from  its  %vaft  ex¬ 
tent  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumflance,  were  at  laid  driven  on 
each  other,  and  faw  nothing  left 
but  the  fea  for  a  refuge ;  many 
flew  to  it,  and  thofe  that  had 
flrength,  and  were  fortunate  e- 
nough  to  be  where  it  was  (hal¬ 
low,  furvived :  but  thofe  who 
could  not  (land  twelve  hours  in 
the  water,  expofed  to  the  waves 
on  one  fide,  and  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fire  on  the  other,  funk 
under  it,  were  firit  drowned  and 
then  burnt,  by  being  thrown  upon 
fhore.  Thofe  who  were  in  fix¬ 
ations  that  were  deep,  were  moftly 
drowned.  —  Some  poor  wretches 
had  faflened  themfelves  to  boards, 
in  hopes  of  floating,  but  the  waves 
throwing  them  on  fhore,  they  were 
burnt  to  death.  The  Grand  Vizir 
k  fince  depofed. 


Dublin,  30.  The  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  have  each  undertaken  to 
raile  a  regiment  of  Fencibles  in 
Ireland,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  :  R.  Talbot,  Elq.  co- 
Dublin  ;  M.  Archdell,  Efq.  co. 
Fermanah ;  T.  Dawlon,  Efq.  co. 
Armagh  ;  W.  K.  French,  Efq.  co. 
Galway  ;  A.  Blennerhaffet,  Efq. 
co.  Kerry  ;  Lord  Inchiquin,  co, 
Kerry.  Each  regiment  to  confllt 
of  eight  companies  to  be  railed 
by  the  officers  without  levy-money 
allowed  them.  The  Co3.  to  raife 
100.  Lieut.  Col.  60.  Major  45. 

5  Captains  30  each.  1  Capt. 
Lieut.  20.  9  Lieutenants  13  each. 

6  Enfigns  7  each.  1  Chap,  1  Adj. 
1  Surgeon.  16  Serjeants.  16  Cor¬ 
porals.  16  Drummers.  2  Fifers. 
500  Privates.  In  all  557.  Govern¬ 
ment  to  provide  accoutrements,  arul 
the  refpe&ive  Colonels  to  affiga 
the  off- reckonings  for  the  cloath- 
ing  in  the  ufual  manner.  Arms 
to  be  delivered  by  the  ordnance. 
From  the  day  of  their  hei ng  re¬ 
ported  complete,  if  within  four 
months  from  the  day  of  their  beat¬ 
ing  orders,  they  are  to  be  put  upon 
the  eftablifhment,  and  paid  from 
the  date  of  their  beating  orders. 
The  officers  to  keep  their  refpe&ive 
quotas  complete  at  the  price  of 
their  commiffions. 

Died,  At  Dunkirk,  Catharine 
Daubenbulke,  a  native  of  Flanders^ 
aged  107  years,  3  months,  and  16 
days. 

At  Poplar,  Mrs.  Coles,  who  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  war  ferved  on  board  fe* 
veral  men  of  war  as  a  failor.  After 
her  difcharge,  upon  a  fmall  fortune 
devolving  to  her,  (he  refumed  the 
female  charafter,  and  was  from 
that  time  confidered  as  a  very  police 
and  elegant  woman. 


OCTO. 
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OCTOBER. 

-  This  morning  arrived  at 

*  Plymouth,  the  London,  Capt. 
Obrien,  from  London,  for  Ja¬ 
maica,  with  king’s  dores.  She 
parted  from  Lord  Kowe’s  fleet  on 
the  28th  of  September  in  lat.  48 : 
35,  long  12:  36,  being  fo  leaky 
Ihe  could  not  purfue  her  voyage, 
owing  to  heavy  gales  and  contrary 
winds,  which  the  whole  fleet  had 
been  expofed  to  ever  fince  they  left 
the  channel,  but  had  fullered  no  ma¬ 
terial  damage. 

,  A  chapter  of  the  mod  noble 

3  *  order  of  the  Garter  was  held 
for  invefling  the  mod  noble  Charles 
CTuke  of  Rutland  with  the  enfigns 
of  that  mod  noble  order. 

T  A  proclamation  was  this 

4  41  *  day  iffued  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament  on  the  26th  day  of  No¬ 
vember. 

^  ,  The  drd  news  of  the  tre- 
mehdous  gale  which  the  Ja¬ 
maica  fleet  with  their  convoy  met 
with  off  Newfoundland,  was  re 
ceived  at  the  Admiralty-office.—- 
Capt.  Cornwallis,  of  the  Canada 
man  of  war  of  74  guns,  who  ar¬ 
rived  at  Portfmomh  the  day  be¬ 
fore.  brought  the  account  of  the 
return  of  the  Ardent  of  64  guns, 
one  of  the  convoy,  to  Port  Royal 
in  Jamaica,  having  fprung  a  leak 
in  Blue  Fields  ;  that  the  Glorieux, 
with  five  merchantmen,  joined  the 
convoy  off  the  Grand  Camanas  ; 
and  that  off  the  Havannah  they  fell 
in  with  Admiral  Pigot,  who  was 
cruizing  in  order  to  intercept  Don 
Solano’s  fleet  from  Cape  Francois ; 
and  who  had  taken  a  n^ft  of  Ame¬ 
rican  privateers  waiting  for  the 
Beet,  and  had  dedroyed  a  fort 
in  Matanfa-bay,  that  harboured 
them. 


Capt.  Moulton,  of  the  Truelove 
Jamaicaman,  who  arrived  at  PortL 
mouth  about  the  fame  time,  gave 
a  dill  more  deplorable  account  of 
the  effects  of  the  above  gale,  which 
continued  three  days,  and  in  which 
the  Rodney  was  feen  to  perifh  ; 
the  Truelove  had  feven  feet  water 
in  her  hold,  and  was  faved  only 
by  the  lightnefs  of  her  cargo, 
chiefly  fpirits.  The  gale  came 
on  the  1 6th  of  September.  On 
the  17th  35  fail  were  feen,  mod  of 
them  difmafled  or  water-logged. 
On  the  24th  the  Parnaffus,  Capt. 
Carr,  was  feen  captured  by  an 
American  privateer,  but  has  fince 

been  retaken. 

An  account  of  the  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  the  convoy  to  the 
Jamaica  fleet  : 

Ville  de  Paris,  104  guns,  her 
mainfai!  carried  away. 

Glorieux,  74,  Jod  her  foremails, 
bowfprit,  and  mizen  top-mad. 

Centaur,  74,  lod  all  her  mads. 

Ramelies,  74,  after  lofmg  her 
mizen-mad,  main-mad,  and  fore 
top -mad,  went  to  the  bottom  ;  mod 
of  the  crew  faved. 

Canada  74,  lod  her  mizen- 
mad. 

Caton,  64,  went  to  America  in 
didrefs  before  the  gale,  and  the 
Pallas  to  attend  her. 

Ardent,  64,  fo  leaky,  that  die  was 
obliged  to  put  back  to  Port  Royal, 
from  Bluedelds. 

Jafon,  64,  left  watering  at  Blue- 
fields  when  the  deet  failed,  and 
was  feen  feme  time  after  near  the 
Canaries. 

q ( ,  The  privy  council  of  Ire¬ 

land  met  on  the  fubjedd  of 
the  emigrants  from  Geneva,  when 
it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  re¬ 
commend  the  matter  in  the  dronged 
manner  to  his  majedy,  who  has 

fince 
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fince  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
extend  the  royal  bounty  in  their 
favour,  by  a  grant  of  25,0001.  to 
defray  their  charges  in  removing, 
and  a  farther  fum  of  25,0001.  in 
aid  of  their  eftablifhment.  The 
Earl  of  Ely  has  offered  them  a  fet- 
tlement  in  Wexford  county;  and 
the  Duke  of  Leinfter  has  made 
the  fame  offer  in  the  county  of 
Kildare. 

,  ,.1  Accounts  from  Madras 

1  I  kill  ,1  •  1  •  1 

.were  this  day  received  at 
St.  James’s,  by  which  his  majefiy 
received  the  agreeable  news  of  the 
fafe  arrival  of  the  Sultan  and  Mag- 
nanime,  with  their  convoy,  on 
March  31  ;  and  that  the  French 
fleet  had  left  the  Coromandel 
coaft. 

Was  expofed  to  public  view, 
the  Cenotaph,  ere&ed  in  Guild¬ 
hall,  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham. — Elevated  on  a 
bafe,  fixed  to  a  rock,  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  in  the  habit  of  a  Ro¬ 
man  fenator,  appears  gracefully 
looking  on  a  figure  reprefenting 
the  city  of  London  ;  his  left  hand 
dire&s  the  helm  of  government, 
whilfl:  his  right  embraces  Com¬ 
merce,  who,  charged  with  her  pro¬ 
per  attributes,  is  mod  delight¬ 
fully  fmiiing  on  her  kind  protestor, 
through  whofe  zeal,  affifted  by  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world,  fhe 
is  pouring  plenty  into  the  lap  of 
Britannia. 

The  city,  in  her  mural  crown, 
with  a  look  of  gratitude,  is  ad- 
dreffing  her  noble  friend,  pointing 
the  while  to  Commerce  ;  at  her 
feet  are  placed  the  emblems  of  I11- 
duflry,  and  on  her  right  hand 
thofe  of  Juftice  and  Power.  Upon 
the  plinth  is  engraved  the  following 
infcription. 


<f  In  grateful  acknowledgment 
to  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  events, 
who,  intending  to  advance  this 
nation  for  fuch  time  as  to  his  wif- 
dom  feemed  good,  to  a  high  pitch 
of  profperity  and  glory,  by  una-* 
nimity  at  home — by  confidence  and 
reputation  abroad  —  by  alliance 
wifely  chofen  and  faithfully  ob- 
ferved  —  by  colonies  united  and 
proteded— by  decifive  victories  by 
fea  and  land  —  by  conquefl:  made 
by  arms,  and  generofity  in  every 
part  of  the  globe  —  and  by  com¬ 
merce,  for  the  firft  time  united 
with,  and  made  to  flourifh  by  war 
—  was  pleafed  to  raife  up,  as  a 
proper  inftrument  in  this  memorable 
work, 

W  ILL1AM  PITT. 

<f  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and 

common  council,  mindful  of  the 

benefits  which  the  city  of  London 

received  in  her  ample  {hare  in  the 

general  profperity,  have  erected, 

to  the  memorv  of  this  eminent 
¥ 

flatefman  and  powerful  orator,  this 
monument  in  her  Guildhall,  that 

her  citizens  may  never  meet  for 

\  ¥ 

the  tranfa&ion  of  their  affairs, 
without  being  reminded  that  the 
means  by  which  Providence  raifes  a 
nation  to  greatnefs,  are  the  vir¬ 
tues  infufed  into  great  men  ;  and 
that  to  withold  from  thefe  vir¬ 
tues,  either  of  the  living  or  the 
dead,  the  tribute  of  efteem  and 
veneration,  is  to  deny  to  them* 
felves  the  means  of  happinefs  and 
honour. 

“  This  diftlnguifhed  perfon,  for 
the  fervice  rendered  to  King 
George  II.  and  to  King  George 
111.  was  created 
EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

“  'Fhe  Britifh  nation  honoured 
his  memory  with  a  public  funeral, 

and 
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and  a  public  monument  amongft 
her  illullrious  men  in  Weftminfter- 
2bbey.,> 

C  ,  Began  the  feffions  at  the 
11  ’  Old-Bailey,  when  Thomas 
Edwards  was  tried  for  dealing  a 
guinea,  the  property  of  Chambers, 
JLangfton  and  Hall,  to  whom  he 
was  clerk.  He  became  fufpecied, 
and  Mr.  Hall  marked  fome  gui¬ 
neas  in  the  prefence  of  a  confiden¬ 
tial  fervant,  and  put  them  into  a 
defk  to  which  the  prifoner  had  ac- 
cefs  ;  one  of  which  was  found 
upon  the  prifoner.  In  alleviation, 
he  pleaded  the  firft  offence,  and 
called  a  multitude  of  gentlemen 
to  his  character  ;  on  whofe  recom¬ 
mendation  he  was  permitted  to 
enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  in  the  military 
line. 

,  Dr.  Richard  Watfon  was 
19t  •  confecrated  in  Bow  Church 
Bifhop  of  Landaff,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Barrington  promoted  to  Sa~ 
lilhury. 

The  fame  day  the  feflions  at 
the  Old-Bailey,  which  began  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  nine 
convids  received  fentence  of 

death. 

,  A  dm.  Office.  Rear-admiral 
22  ’  Digby  defires  to  acquaint 
their  lordfliips  that  Capt.  Purvis 
of  the  floop  Due  de  Chartres,  of 
16  guns  and  125  men,  had  cap¬ 
tured,  and  brought  into  New 
York,  the  Argyle  of  22  guns  and 
136  men,  after  a  fharp  a&ion  of 
an  hour ;  in  which  time  lhe  had 
her  firlt  captain  with  12  men  kill¬ 
ed,  and  her  two  next  officers  with 
13  men  wounded.  The  Due  de 
Chartres  did  not  lofe  a  man.  The 
Argyle  had  'di (patches  for  the 
French  fleet. 


,  Old  wheat  was  this  day  fold 
^  in  Derby  market  at  8  s.  9  d. 
a  bufhel,  and  malt  at  7  s. 

r,  1  Admiral  Pigot,  with  22 
2  fail  of  the  line,  arrived  at 
New  York  from  the  Welt  Indies 
on  the  5  th  of  September* 

The  Grand  Duke  and  Duchefs 
of  Ruffia  arrived  at  Berne  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  on  the  7th  ult.  as  did 
likewife  their  Royal  Highneffes, 
the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Gloucefter 
with  their  fuite.  Thefe  royal  tra¬ 
vellers  went  tog-ether  to  view  the 
ice  mountains,  the  rnofc  remarkable 
natural  curiolities  in  that  part  of 
Europe. 

His  Imperial  Majefly  of  Ger¬ 
many  has  limited  the  univerfities 
throughout  his  kingdoms  to  fe- 
ven ;  at  Vienna,  at  Prague,  at 
Pell,  at  Lemberg,  at  Pavia,  at 
Louvain,  and  at  Loyburgh.  The 
eflablifhment  of  the  latter  is  on 
the  fame  footing  with  that  of  Got¬ 
tingen,  where  every  one  is  at  li¬ 
berty  to  think  with  freedom,  and 
tc  pubiifh  his  thoughts  to  all  the 
world. 

Died,  At  Preflon,  near  Hull, 
Vai.  Caieby,  who  attained  to  the 
great  age  of  116;  and  had  his  in¬ 
tellects  perfect  till  within  two  days 
of  his  dilfolution.  His  diet  for 
the  lad  20  years  was  milk  and 
bifeuit.  He  went  to  fea  in  his 
1 8th  year,  and  continued  a  failor 
36  years ;  he  then  turned  farmer, 
which  occupation  he  followed  36 
years. 


NOVEMBER. 

^  Mr.  Seaton’s  prize  is  this 

year  adjudged  to  Spencer  Ma- 
dan,  M.  A.  oi  Trinity  College, 

Cam- 
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Cambridge,  for  his  poem  on  The 
Call  of  the  Gentiles. 

Yefterday  a  common  hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall  for  the  ele&ion 
of  a  lord  mayor,  for  the  year  en- 
fuing  ;  when  the  recorder  inform¬ 
ed  the  livery,  that  they  were  call¬ 
ed  together  for  the  very  important 
bufinefs  of  electing  a  chief  magi- 
ftrate,  in  the  room  of  a  worthy 
alderman  who  was  difcharged  that 
office  on  account  of  his  bad  date  of 
health. 

The  names  of  the  aldermen  who 
had  ferved  the  office  of  Iheriff  were 
feverally  put  up,  when  the  Iheriffs 
declared  the  ffiew  of  hands  to  be 
in  favour  of  the  Aldermen  Newn- 
ham  and  Clark,  and  reported  the 
fame  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
then  fitting  in  the  council  cham¬ 
ber,  who  loon  after  returned  into 
the  hall,  when  the  recorder  de¬ 
clared  the  election  to  have  fallen 
on  Nathaniel  Newnham,  Efq. 

Yefterday  a  court  of  proprietors 
was  held  at  the  India  Houfe,  from 
noon  till  fix  in  the  evening,  for 
the  purpofe  of  ballotting  on  the 
queftion  to  refcind  the  vote  of  the 
court  of  directors,  for  removing 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  from  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  &c. 

At  eight  o’clock,  the  fcrutineers 
made  their  report,  when  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  be 

For  the  motion  -  428 

Againft  -  -  75 

Majority  -  -  353 

By  this,  the  refoludon  of  the 
court  of  directors  is  voted  to  be 
refeinded. 

,  A  conlirmation  was  receiv- 
3  ed  in  Holland  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Union  man  of  war,  a  new  Ihip 
of  68  guns,  in  the  north  feas,  in 
which  every  foul  on  board  perifh- 
ed.  Count  de  Welderen,  elded 
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fon  of  the  late  ambaffador  of  that 
name  to  the  Court  of  London, 
who  commanded  the  Union,  is 
much  lamented. 

R  ,  The  firft  general  meeting 
°th*  of  the  patrons  of  the  charity 
fchools  throughout  Great  Britain 
was  held  at  St.  Paul’s  Coffee- 
houfe  in  St.  Paul’s  Church-yard, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Harley  was  chofen  prefident;  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bagot  and  Sir 
Watkyn  Williams  Wynne,  vice- 
prefldents ;  Wm.  Wright,  Efq. 
of  Soho-fquare,  treafurer ;  Mr. 
John  Robinfon,  of  Bartlett’s  build¬ 
ings,  fecretary ;  and  Meff.  Bol- 
dero,  Barnfton,  and  Co.  bankers 
to  the  fociety. 

,  This  day  a  court  of  ge- 
IIth*  neral  officers  met  at  the 
Horfe  -  guards,  in  obedience  to  a 
warrant  from  his  majefty,  to  try 
the  Hon.  Lieut.  General  Murray, 
late  Governor  of  Minorca,  on  fe- 
veral  charges  exhibited  againft  him 
by  Lieut.  General  Sir  William 
Draper,  Knt.  of  the  Bath,  late  de- 
puty-governor,  or  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fame  ifland. 

Arrived  at  Plymouth, 
I3th*  being  part  of  Lord  Howe’s 
fquadron,  the  Egmont  74,  Bien- 
faifant  64,  and  tiie  Buftalo  of  60. 
The  accounts  brought'  by  thefe 
Ihips  are,  that  Lord  Howe  has  de¬ 
tached  for  the  Weft:  Indies,  having 
firft  victualled  and  watered  them 
completely  from  the  fleet,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  men  of  war : 


Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

i-o  f  Adm.  SirR.  Hughes. 
Pnncefs  Amelia  80  ^  Reynolds. 

Union  -  90  Capt.  Balrymple. 

Berwick  -  74 

Bellona  -  74 

Suffolk  -  74 

Raifonable  64 

Ruby  -  64 

Polyphemus  64 

m 


Phipps. 
Onflow. 

Sir  G.  Home. 
Lord  Harvey. 
Collins. 

Linch. 

The 
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The  Samfon,  Crown,  and  Vi¬ 
gilant,  of  64  guns,  and  the  Mi¬ 
nerva  and  Andromache,  were  left 
cruifing  off  Lilbon ;  and  the  Ocean 
of  90,  Admiral  Milbank,  with  the 
Foudroyant,  80,  Fortitude,  74, 
Dublin,  74,  Afia,  64  and  Pan¬ 
ther,  60,  were  gone  to  Ireland  to 
visual  and  water.  They  are 
fmce  arrived  at  St.  Helens. 

,  Letters  juft  received  from 
I^t  *  Newfoundland,  give  a  very 
melancholy  relation  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Heddor  man  of  war  off  that 
Iiland.  She  had  juft  had  an  engage¬ 
ment  with  two  French  frigates, 
whom  fhe  beat  off;  but  a  dorm 
coming  on  foon  after  the  a&ion, 
die  became  fo  leaky  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  keep  her  above  wa¬ 
ter,  Juft  as  the  cr.ew  were  about 
to  leave  her  and  commit  them- 
felves  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves 
In  their  boats,  a  brig  came  in 
light,  and  landed  as  many  of 
them  as  were  able  to  come  on 
board  upon  the  above  mentioned 
iiland,  but  in  a  miferable  condi¬ 
tion.  Among  them  was  Captain 
Bourchier,  who  is  fince  arrived  in 
Ireland,  being  feverely  wouncled 
in  the  engagement,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  officer  pre¬ 
vented  her  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  Capt.  Drury,  who 
was  paffenger  on  board,  is  now  in 
town,  and  confirms  the  melancho¬ 
ly  fituation  of  that  part  of  the 
crew  who  were  faved  (about  200 
in  number)  ;  the  reft  went  to  the 
bottom  with  the  finip. 

,  Lord  Howe  with  part  of 
I5tn*  the  fleet  under  his  com¬ 
mand  arrived  at  St.  Helens,  viz. 
The  Victory,  Britannia,  Atlas, 
Queen,  Princefs  Royal,  Blenheim, 
Cambridge,  P^oyal  William,  A- 
Jexander,  Courageux,  Edgar, 


Ganges,  Goliah,  Vengeance,  Fa~ 
gafe ;  and  the  Bombay,  Mon- 
fieur  and  Diana  frigates. 

n  The  veftel  with  the  div- 
21  4  ing-bell  came  into  Portf- 
mouth  harbour,  having  fiffied  up 
16  guns,  with  cordage,  &c.  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Royal  George. 

This  day  Capt.  M£Bride  was  at 
the  levee,  and  delivered  to  the  king 
returns  of  the  volunteer  feamen. 
raifed  in  Ireland  for  the  royal 
navy. 

1  Yefterday  a  court  of  pro- 
JV  *  prietors  was  held  at  the 
Eaft  India  Houfe,  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  purfuant  to  an  advertife- 
ment  from  the  court  of  directors, 
when  the  following  motion  was 
made : 

ts  Refolved,  That  it  appearing 
that  there  is  fome  defign  to  difpute 
the  rights  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  it  being  found  from  the 
tenor  of  the  letters  that  have  paft 
between  his  majefty^s  fecretary  of 
ftate  and  the  dire&ors,  that  fome- 
thing  inimical  to  the  privileges  of 
the  court  of  proprietors  is  intend¬ 
ed,  a  committee  of  nine  proprie¬ 
tors  be  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  bufmefs  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  as  it  may  be  agitated  in 
parliament ;  and  to  take  all  fuch 
legal  fteps  as  may  appear  neceftary 
to  prevent  thofe  much  feared  in¬ 
novations,  fubjeft  to  the  controuL 
of  general  courts  ;  and  that  the 
diredors  be  inftrufied  not  to  fend 
out  to  India  the  over-land  exprefs 
that  had  been  intended.” 

After  fome  defultory  converfa-, 
tion  the  motion  was  reduced  merely 
to  the  appointment  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  nine  proprietors,  to  meet  at 
an  apartment  in  the  houfe,  any! 
five  to  do  bufmefs  ;  and  then,  ona  I 
motion,  the  court  adjourned. 

Late* 
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Late  on  Friday  night  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  was  received  at  the 
nianfion  houfe  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend,  one  of  his 
majefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Hate. 

Whit  eh  all ,  Nov.  22,  1782. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  London. 

My  Lord, 

His  Majefty’s  minifters,  anxious 
to  prevent  as  early  as  pofiible  the 
mifchiefs  too  commonly  refulting 
from  fpeculation  in  the  funds  dur¬ 
ing  the  uncertain  ftate  of  negocia- 
tions  of  peace  between  the  powers 
at  war,  which  it  is  the  general 
honour  and  intereft  of  all  perfons 
to  avoid,  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  afk  his  majefty’s  permiftion 
to  communicate  to  you,  that  the 
negociations  now  carrying  on  at 
Paris,  are  brought  fo  near  to  a 
crifis,  as  to  promife  a  decifive 
conclufion  either  for  peace  or  war 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament; 
which  will  on  that  account  be  pro¬ 
rogued  from  Tuefday  the  26th 
inft.  to  Thurfday  the  5  th  of  De¬ 
cember  ;  and  I  have  his  majefty’s 
command  to  afture  you,  that  you 
will  receive  immediate  notice  of 
the  fame. 

(Signed) 

T.  Townshend. 

Died,  Charles  Lee,  Efq.  a  ma¬ 
jor  -  general  in  the  Polifti  fervice. 
He  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  States,  who  fufpended  him 
in  1778.  He  was  furprifed  by 
Col. 'Harcourt,  1776;  and  being 
afterwards  exchanged,  was  tried  by 
order  of  Congrefs,  and  fufpended 
for  one  year.  He  was  brother .  to 
Wm.  Lee,  who  was  Sheriff  of 
London  in  1774,  and  in  1775 
chofen  Alderman  of  Aldgate  Ward, 


which  he  refigned  in  1780,  having 
retired  to  the  Continent. 

In  America  (two  months  ago) 
Major  Gen.  Horatio  Gates  (the 
captor  of  General  Burgoyne),  his 
wife,  and  fon. 

At  Rhuabon,  Denbighfhire,  the 
celebrated  Mr.  John  Parry,  gene¬ 
rally  known  by  the  appellation  of 
the  famous  blind  harper . 

DECEMBER. 

,  Saturday  being  St.  Andrew’s 
3  "  day,  the  Royal  Society  held 
their  anniverfary  meeting  in  So- 
merfet  Place,  in  the  Strand,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elect¬ 
ed  for  the  council. 

Of  the  Old  Council. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart. 

Peter  Holford,  Efq. 

Edward  Hooper. 

N.  Mafkelyne,  D.  D. 

P.  Henry  Maty,  M.  A. 

Lord  Mulgrave. 

Jofeph  Planta,  Efq. 

Sir  W.  Mufgrave,  Bart. 

R.  Saunders,  M.  D. 

W.  Watfon,  M.  D. 

Samuel  Wegg,  Efq. 

Of  the  New  Council. 

Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq. 

Sir  William  Chambers. 

Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Right  Hon.  W.  Ellis. 

John  Frere,  Efq. 

Mr.  W.  Harrifon. 

Jofeph  Hoare,  D.  D. 

Cyril  Jackfon,  D.  D. 

Philip  Stephens,  Efq. 

Sir  Noah  Thomas. 

And  the  officers  were.  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Bt.  prefident;  Paul  Henry 
Maty,  M.  A,  fecretary;  Jofeph 
Planta,  Efq.  fecretary ;  Samuel 
Wegg,  Efq.  treafurer. 

in 2 
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,  In  the  late  afHon  in  the 
eaft,  the  French  had  a  weight 
of  metal  fuperior  to  our  fleet  by 
s  10  guns,  befides  the  affiftance  of 
near  3000  troops.  In  the  firft  ac¬ 
tion,  we  fought  them  five  to  eight ; 
and  in  the  Tecond,  ten  to  twelve ; 
and  though  our  fhips  were  much 
difabled,  yet  the  Britifn  flag  rode 
triumphant  in  both  adlions.  The 
Superbe  had  upwards  of  500  fhot 
in  her  hull,  many  of  them  under 
water.  There  was  no  news  of  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  when  the  Royal 
Charlotte  left  India. 

1 2th  Y ei1:erday  a  court  of  com- 

■  mon  council  was  held  at 

Guildhall,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor  and 
fixteen  aldermen. 

Mr.  Dornford  moved.  That  the 
xefolution  of  the  laft  court,  for  con¬ 
verting  the  chapel  into  a  juftice’s 
office  be  refeindeck— -but  the  court 
confirmed  the  refolution. 

The  motion  for  fubfcribing  to 
build  a  fhip  of  war  was  ordered  to 
Band  over  till  the  next  court  day. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried, 
that  the  lord  mayor  and  Iheriffs, 
inftead  of  colleding  charitable  be¬ 
ne  fadions  for  prifoners  at  Chrift- 
mas,  fhould  draw  upon  the  chamber 
for  one  hundred  pounds. 

,  A  letter  from  Barbadoes, 
dated  Odober  28th,  fays, 
£s  that  the  Argo  frigate  has  lately 
taken  a  French  64  gun  fhip  call¬ 
ed  the  Adif,  armed  en  flute,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  brafs  cannon, 
mortars,  and  all  kind  of  artillery 
llores  from  Old  France,  bound  to 
Martinique ;  fine  had  alfo  on  board 
upwards  of  200  foldiers,  and  her 
own  Jower  deck  guns  in  her  hold. 
The  Argo  had  like  to  have  cap¬ 
tured  a  frigate  alio,  which  was-  in 


company  with  her,  on  board  of 
which  was  the  Marquis  de  Bou- 
ille.” 

Laft  Tuefday  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  inftitution  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  a  general  affembly  of  the 
academicians  was  held  at  the  Royal 
academy,  Somerfet  Place,  when  the 
officers  eleded  for  the  year  enfuing 
were  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  profi¬ 
cient. 

Council.  Edw.  Burch,  Charles 
Catton,  P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 
Jofeph  Noilekens,  James  Barry, 
George  Dance,  Jeremiah  Meyer, 
and  John  Richards,  Efqrs. 

Vifttors.  —  James  Bary,  J.  B. 
Cipriani,  P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 
Jeremiah  Meyer,  Rev.  Mr.  Peters, 
A.  Carlini,  Richard  Cofway,  Jo¬ 
feph  Nolleken,  and  Jofeph  Wilton, 
Efqrs. 

This  day  fe’nmght  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  for  a  national  Bank  in  Ireland, 
was  opened  in  Dublin,  and  filled  in  a 
few  hours,  30,000!.  more  than  was 
wanted  was  offered.  The  Bank 
opens  for  bufinefs  the  3  ft  of  next 
June. 

s  ,  Yefterday,  a  court  of  al~ 
1  dermen  was  held  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  at  which  were  prefent  the  right 
hon,  the  lord  mayor,  and  17  al¬ 
dermen,  when  John  Hopkins,  Efq. 
was  fworn  in  Alderman  of  Caftle 
Baynard  Ward,  in  the  room  of  Sa¬ 
muel  Plumbe,  Efq.  reflgned.  Alfo 
the  recorder  and  common  ferjeant 
gave  in  their  opinions,  that  aider- 
man  Wooldridge  might  be  removed* 
for  the  reafons  given  in  a  petition 
againft  him,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
attend,  by  himfelf  or  attorney,  the 
2 1  ft  of  J  anuary,  to  fhew  caufe  why 
he  fhould  not  be  removed. 

This  day  arrived  a  mail  from 
New  York,  brought,  by  the  Swal- 
§  low 
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low  packet-boat  to  Falmouth.  She 
failed  the  20th  of  November.  Capt. 
Afgill  came  home  paffenger  on 
board  the  above  packet. 

Wednesday  a  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  was  held  at  the  Eaft 
India  Houfe,  in  Leadenhall-ftreet, 
for  the  purpofe  of  declaring  a  di¬ 
vidend  on  the  lad  half  year’s  dock, 
when  it  was  fettled  at  81.  per  cent, 
for  the  half  year,  from  Midfummer 
day  lad  to  Chridmas, 

^  A  letter  from  Plymouth, 
3  ’  dated  December  20,  mentions 
the  arrival  of  the  Mediator,  of 
44  guns,  from  a  cruize,  and  has 
brought  in  a  fine  new  fhip  called 
the  Menagere,  deeply  laden  with  all 
forts  of  naval  and  military  dores, 
amongft  which  are  ico  tons  of  gun¬ 
powder.  She  failed  from  Bour- 
deaux  with  five  others,  under  con¬ 
voy  of  two  French  frigates,  and  an 
American,  called  the  Alexander,  of 
22  guns,  bound  to  Port-au-Prince, 
which  the  Mediator  took.  The 
Menagere  maintained  a  running 
fight  of  feveral  hours  before  die 
druck,  but  no  confiderable  damage 
on  either  fide ;  fhe  has  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  very  beautiful  fhip,  and 
looks  as  long  as  any  fhip  in  the 
navy ;  only  her  upper-deck  guns 
mounted;  her  lower-deck  ports  are 
marked  out,  but  the  holes  not  yet 
cut ;  ’tis  thought  fhe  is  capable  of 
mounting  74  guns.  The  Alexander 
is  arrived  at  Portfmouth. 

Yederday  an  exprefs  arrived  at 
the  admiralty  from  Falmouth,  with 
advice  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  be¬ 
ing  arrived  there,  from  Jamaica. 
She  failed  from  Port  Royal  the 
10th  of  November,  and  came 
through  the  windward  paftage.  A 
few  days  before  die  failed,  the  Lon¬ 


don  man  of  war  of  90  guns.  Cap¬ 
tain  Kempthorn,  returned  there 
from  a  cruize ;  during  which  fhe 
fell  in  with  a  French  man  of  war, 
of  74  guns,  and  engaged  her  for 
near  two  hours,  when  fhe  flruck; 
but,  unfortunately,  at  that  period, 
fhe  perceived  the  London  had 
received  confiderable  damage,  and 
was  unmanageable,  and  therefore 
took  the  advantage  of  making 
fail  and  got  off.  The  London 
had  upwards  of  70  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and,  it  is  faid,  was 
very  much  injured  by  the  French 
fhip  running  foul  of  her,  whilfl 
they  were  engaging ;  but  we  are 
happy  to  find,  that  the  Torbay, 
of  74  guns,  came  up  juft  after 
the  atiion,  and  immediately  gave 
chace  to  the  French  fhip,  who, 
by  endeavouring  to  efcape,  run 
on  fhore  near  Port  Dauphin,  on 
the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  where 
it  was  fuppofed  fhe  would  be 
loft. 

Died,  Charles  Gray,  Efq.  of 
Colchefter,  F.  R.  S.  and  a  Truf- 
tee  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and 
member  for  that  borough  in  five 
parliaments. 


A  Comparative  'Table  of  the  Popu¬ 
lation  of  London,  by  R.  Bland* 
M.  D.  from  vol.  lxxi.  of  the  Phi» 
lofophical  Tranfa&ions. 

THIS  table,  which  is  founded 
on  the  reports  of  the  Weftminfter 
General  Difpenfary,  was  made  with 
a  view  to  ihew  the  proportion  of 
natives  to  perfons  born  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  counties  of  England  and 
Wales,  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
foreign  countries. 

J  ip]  i 


Of 
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Of  3236  married  perfons, 

824  or  one-fourth  were  born  in  London. 

1870  or  four-fevenths  in  the  different  counties  of  England  and  Wales* 
209  or  1  in  15  in  Scotland. 

280  or  1  in  11  in  Ireland. 

53  or  1  in  60  were  foreigners. 

J  \ 

3236 


Of  the  above  number  the  males  and  females  were  in  the  following  pro¬ 
portions. 

Men.  Women. 

329  were  born  in  London,  and  495  or  166  more  than  men. 

952  —  in  different  counties,  917  or  35  fewer  than  men. 

133  —  in  Scotland,  74  or  61  fewer  than  men. 

162  — — -  in  Ireland,  119  or  43  fewer  than  men. 

40  ' — . -  were  foreigners,  13  or  27  fewer  than  men. 


1618 


1618  16 6 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1782. 

jan.  1.  The  Frincefs  of  PrufTia,  a 
prince,  at  the  palace  of 
Potzdam. 

II,  Countefs  of  Winter  ton,  a 
daughter. 

-28.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Henderfon,  Bt.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Feb.  3.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 
Pringle,  Bart,  a  fon. 

.  Lady  Frances  Sandys,  a 

daughter. 

1.9,  The  Lady  of  Charles  Lo¬ 
rain  Smith,  Efq.  of  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  his  houfe  in 
Bury-ftreet. 

March  7.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Stour- 
ton,  a  daughter. 

Lady  C ary s fort,  a  daugh¬ 
ter, 

8.  The  Countefs  of  Strath¬ 
more,  a  fon. 

19:  Lady  Willoughby  of  Eref- 
by,  Lady  of  P.  Burrell, 


Efq.  a  fon  and  heir  to  that 
antient  title. 

Apr.  8.  Lady  Frankland,  Lady  of 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart,  a  nineteenth  child. 
Same  day  Mrs.  Nicholas, 
their  daughter,  a  thir¬ 
teenth  grandchild. 

15.  Countefs  of  Tyrconnel,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

2 6.  Her  majefly  the  Queen  of 
the  two  Sicilies,  of  a 
prince,  at  Naples. 

May  30.  Lady  Althorpe,  of  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  his  lord- 
Ihip’s  houfe  in  St.  j amesV 
place. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Smith,  Bart,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Tune  1 7.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Captain  Rodney,  fon  of 
Admiral  Lord  Rodney,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

23.  Her  Serene  Bighnefs,  the 
Ele&refs  of  Saxony,  of 

a  prin- 


CHRONICLE.  [i'jt 


a  princefs,  at  Dref- 
den. 

29.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Brown- 
low,  of  a  daughter. 

July —  A  daughter  to  the  Lady  of 
*  Lord  Glandore,  in  Chan- 
dos-Breet. 

—  A  daughter  to  the  Lady  of 
Lord  Dalhwood,  at  Strat- 
ford-place. 

1 6.  Lady  of  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Townlhend,  a  daughter. 

28.  In  Ireland,  Lady  of  Right 
Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  of 
a  fon  and  heir. 

Aug. —Lady  Pole,  wife  of  Sir 
John  William  Pole,  Bart, 
of  Shute,  Devon,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

5.  Lady  of  Sir  William  Afti- 
hurfh,  of  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren,  Bart,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

15.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Charles 
Turner,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

24.  Queen  of  Sweden,  of  a 
prince. 

Sept.  2.  The  Countefs  of  Radnor, 
of  a  daughter. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Mat¬ 

thew  White  Ridley,  Bart, 
of  Blagden,  Northumber¬ 
land,  of  a  fon. 

5.  Lady  Kinnaird,  of  a  fon. 

7.  Her  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Hereditary  Princefs  of  Ba¬ 
den  Durlach,  of  a  prin¬ 
cefs,  at  Carlfruche. 

12.  Lady  of  Sir  Hugh  Owen, 
Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 

15.  Lady  of  George  Drum¬ 

mond,  Efq.  of  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  Afhburton,  of  a  fon. 

Q£L  2.  Lady  of  the  Bilhop  of  Pe¬ 
terborough,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Trinity-lodge. 


23.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Robert 

Smith,  Bart,  a  daughter. 
Nov.  1.  Lady  Grantham,  a  fon. 

18.  Her  Excellency  Baronefs 
Kutzleben,  a  daughter. 
12.  Lady  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Tumour,  a  daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 

Talbot,  a  fon. 

Dec.  3.  Lady  St.  John,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  of  Lord  Macdonald, 
a  fon* 


MARRIAGES,  1782. 

/  • 

Jan.  25.  Earl  of  Lincoln,  to  Lady- 
Anna  Maria  Stanhope. 

31.  Thomas  Scott,  Efq.  mem¬ 
ber  for  Bridport,  to  Mrs. 
Nelbit,  widow  of  the  late 
Arn.  Nelbit,  Efq. 

Feb.  2.  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  com¬ 
mander  of  his  majefty’s 
Blip  Goliah,  to  Mifs  Bo- 
teler,  only  daughter  of 
J.  P.  Boteler,  Efq. 

7.  Charles  Collyer,  Efq.  to 
Mifs  Sarah  Maria  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Edw.  Pratt, 
Efq.  and  niece  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Aftley,  Bart. 

17.  Charles  Dundafs,  Efq.  of 
Lincoln’s  Inn,  member  of 
parliament  for  the  county 
of  Orkney,  to  Mifs  Whit¬ 
ley,  of  the  Hill,  Rich¬ 
mond. 

26.  Lord  George  Cavendilh, 
brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonlhire,  to  Lady  Bet¬ 
ty  Compton,  foie  heirefs 
to  the  late  Earl  of  North¬ 
ampton, 

[P]  4  March 
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March  9.  Sir  John  Shaw,  of  El- 
tham,  in  Kent,  to  Mifs 
Monfon,  lifter  to  Lord 
Monfon. 

10,  John  Robinfon,  Efq.  of 
Denfton  -  hall,  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Clive,  eldeft  lifter  of  Lord 
Clive. 

29.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Eger- 
ton,  Bilhop  of  Durham, 
to  Mifs  Bouchier. 

April  2.  John  Smith,  Efq.  of 
Coomb-hales,  in  Somer- 
fetihire,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Shirley,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  George  Shirley,  of 
Lower  Ellington,  in  War¬ 
wick  fhi  re. 

S,  Sir  John  Papillon  Twifdon, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Geary, 
daughter  of  Admiral 
Geary. 

9.  S.  Courtenay,  Efq.  to  Mifs 
Conlifte,  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert 
ConlifFe,  Bart,  of  Chef- 
ter. 

15.  Edward  Dering,  Efq.  eld¬ 
eft  fon  of  Sir  Edward  De¬ 
ring,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Anne 
Hale,  fourth  daughter  of 
William  Hale,  Efq.  of 
Kingfwald,  in  Hertford- 
Ihire* 

May  7.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Fortefcue, 
fon  of  Lord  Fortefcue, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Gren¬ 
ville,  lifter  to  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple. 

12.  The  Hon.  Booth  Grey, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  Leicef- 
ter,  to  Mifs  Main  war¬ 
ing,  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  Main- 


GI  STER,  1782. 

waring,  Efq.  of  Brom- 
brow. 

15.  Sir  Henry  Hay  Macdou- 
gall,  of  Makerfton,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  ifabella  Douglas, 
fecond  daughter  of  Sir 
James  Douglas,  Knight, 
admiral  of  the  white. 

21.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant-ge¬ 

neral  Parker,  to  Lady 
Cottrel  Dormer. 

23.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bouverie, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Radnor,  to  Lady  Ca¬ 
tharine  Murray,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Dunmore. 

June  3.  C.  W.  Boughton  Roufe, 
Efq,  of  Roufe  Lench,  in 
Worcefterlhire,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Evelham,  to 
Mifs  Hall,  only  daughter 
of  Wm.  Pearce  Hall,  Efq. 
of  Downton,  near  Lud¬ 
low  in  Shropfhire. 

6.  Munbee  Gelburn,  Efq.  of 

Portland  -  place,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Chetvvynd, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Chet- 
wynd. 

7.  Sir  T.  Featherftonhaugh, 

Bart,  to  Mifs  Catha¬ 
rine  Witney,  daughter  of 
George  Boleyn  Witney, 
Efq. 

—  The  Right  Hon.  LordVif* 
count  Hinton,  fon  of 
Earl  Paulett,  to  Mifs  Po- 
cocke,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Pococke,  Knt.  of 
the  Bath. 

22.  Sir  John  Legard,  Bart,  of 

Gunton,  in  Yorkfhire,  to 
Mifs  Afton,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  Afton,  Efq. 

of 


C  H  R  O  N  I  C  L  E. 


of  Aflon,  in  Chelhire ;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  Anthony 
Hodges,  Elq.  of  Balney  in 
Oxfordlhire,  to  Mifs  Anne 
Afton,  her  lifter. 

July  3.  Sir  George  Shuckburgh, 
in  Warwicklhire,  to  Mifs 
Darker,  daughter  of  John 
Darker,  Efq..  of  Gay- 
ton,  in  Northampton- 
Ihire,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  Leicefter. 

8.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 

of  Cavan,  to  Mifs  Gould, 
youngeft  daughter  of  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Knt.  one 
of  the  j  udges  of  the  court 
of  common  Pleas. 

,27.  Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  of  Par¬ 
ham,  in  the  county  of 
Suftex,  Bart,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for 
Shoreham,  to  Mifs  South- 
well. 

31..  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Caftleftewart,  to  Mifs 
Sarah  Lill,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Hon.  Godfrey 
Lill,  fecond  juftice  of 
the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Ireland. 

Aug.  2.  Hugo  Meynell,  Efq.  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Ingram, 
daughter  of  Lady  Ir¬ 
win. 

9.  John  Fownes  Luttrel,  Elq, 

of  Duncafter  -  caftle,  in 
Somerfetfhire,  member  of 
parliament  for  Minehead, 
to  Mifs  Drewe,  ofGrange, 
in  Devonlhire. 

15.  Lord  Vifcount  Maitland, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale,  to  Mifs  Todd, 
daughter  of  Anthony 
Todd,  Efq. 

25.  The  Hon.  Philip  Yorke, 
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nephew  to  the  Earl  of 
Hardwick,  to  Mifs  Lind- 
fey,  daughter  of  Lady 
Balcarras. 

Sept.  15.  John  Baker,  Efq.  of 
Blake-hal.1,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Eftfex,  to  Lady  St. 
Aubin,  widow  of  the 
late  Sir  John  St.  Aubin, 
of  Clowance,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  Bart. 

—  The  Right  Hon.  Alexan¬ 
der  Lord  Loughborough 
lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  to  Mifs 
Courtenay,  one  of  the 
fillers  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Courtenay. 

Oa.  2.  Earl  of  Mexborough,  to 
Mifs  Stephenfon, 

Lately.  Henry  Gratton,  Efq.  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for 
Charlemont  in  Ireland,, 
to  Mifs  Fizgerald. 

Nov.  23.  Sir  Sheftington  Smith, 
Bt.  of  Tynny-park,  Co. 
of  Wicklow,  member  of 
parliament  for  Mullin¬ 
gar  in  Ireland,  to  Mifs 
Dally,  only  filler  to  Den¬ 
nis  Dally,  Efq. 

Lately.  Rev.  Auriel  Drummond, 
fon  of  the  late  Archbifhop 
of  York,  and  nephew  to 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  to 
Mifs  De  Vifme,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  William 
De  Vifme,  Efq. 

Dec,  4.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr. 

Cadogan,  fecond  fon  of 
Lord  Cadogan,  to  Mrs. 
Bradfhaw,  at  Chelfea. 

23.  At  Marybone,  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Edward  Ben- 
tinck,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to 
Mifs  Cumberland,  eld- 

eft 
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eft  daughter  of  Richard 
Cumberland,  Efq. 


Principal  Promotions  far  the 

Year  1782,  from  the  London 

Gazette,  fcsY* 

Jan.  5.  Lord  Vifcount  Dal- 
rymple  appointed  his  majefty^s 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
King  and  Republic  of  Poland. 

Feb.  1.  Lord  Vifcount  Bulke- 
ley,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Carnarvon. 

-■-9.  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 
Germain  a  baron  and  vifcount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  titles  of 
Baron  Bolebrooke  in  the  county 
of  Suffex,  and  Vifcount  Sackville 
of  Drayton  in  the  county  of  North¬ 
ampton. 

—  11.  John  Duke  of  Dorfet 
fvvorn  of  his  majefty’s  moil  honour¬ 
able  privy  council. — Right  H011. 
Welbore  Ellis  appointed  one  of 
his  majefty’s  principal  fecretaries 
of  ft  ate. 

—  23.  A  conge  d’elire  palled 
the  •  great  feal,  empowering  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Briftol  to  eledt 
a  bifhop  of  that  fee,  with  a  letter 
recommending  the  Rev.  Lewis 
Bagot,  L.L.D.  Dean  of  Chrift 
Church,  Oxford.— Thomas  Thur- 
low.  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  re¬ 
commended,  to  be  chofen  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
London. 

W ar -Office,  March  2 6.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  Frederick,  Bifhop 
'  of  Ofnab.ru ck,  captain  and  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  2d  troop  of  horfe  gre¬ 
nadier  guards,  vice  Lord  Amherft. 

— -27,  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Camden,  lord  president  of 
the  council.-— Right  lion.  Lord 


John  Cavendilh,  chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer. - —  Auguftus  Henry 

Duke  of  Grafton,  lord  privy  feal. 

—  Right  Hon.  William  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  fecretaries  of 
ftate. 

—  30.  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  Lord 
Althorpe,  fames  Grenville,  and 
Frederick  Montagu,  Efqrs.  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury.— 
Right  Hon.  Admiral  Auguftus 
Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart. 
Vice  Admiral  Hugh  Pigot,  Vif¬ 
count  Duncannon,  Hon.  John 
Townlhend,  Charles  Brett  and 
Richard  Hopkins,  Efquires,  lords 
commiiTioners  of  the  admiralty.— 
Right  Hon.  Ifaac  Barre,  treasurer 
of  the  navy.— Right  Hon.  Gene¬ 
ral  Conway,  commander  in  chief. 

—  Charles  Duke  of  Richmond, 
mafter- general  of  the  ordnance.— 
Right  Hon. '  Thomas  Townftrend, 
fecretary  at  war. — —Right  Hon. 
Edmund  Burke,  paymafter  gene¬ 
ral, — Earl  of  Jerfey,  mafter  of  the 
buck  hounds.-— Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  lord  lieutenant  and  cuf- 
tos  rotulorum  of  the  Eaft  Riding 
of  Ycrkfhire. — Earl  of  Pembroke, 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo¬ 
rum  of  Wilts.  — —  Earl  Temple, 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo¬ 
rum  of  Bucks. — Right  Hon.  John 
Dunning,  Baron  Aftiburton.— — 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
Lord  Grant! y,  Baron  of  Marken- 
neld.— Earl  of  Effingham  trea- 
furer,  and  Earl  of  Ludlow  comp¬ 
troller,  of  the  houfehold. 

April  6.  Harry  Duke  of  Bol¬ 
ton,  governor  and  captain  of  the 
Lie  of  Wight,  governor  and  con- 
liable  of  Carilhrook  caftle,  and 
lord  lieutenant  ana  cuftos  rotu- 
lorum  of  the  county  of  Southamp¬ 
ton, 


\ 

C  H  R  O  N 

ton.-— Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Fer- 
rars,  captain  of  his  majefty’s  band 
of  gentlemen  penfioners. — Lord 
Rivers,  a  lord  of  his  majefty’s  bed¬ 
chamber. — Right  Rev.  Dr  John 
Hotham,  Bifhop  of  Oflory,  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Clogher,  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  John  Garnet,  deceafed. 
— »Right  Rev.  Dr.  William  Beref- 
ford,  Bifhop  of  Dromore,  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Offory,  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  J.  Hotham  tranflated. 

—  io.  William  Henry  Duke 
of  Portland,  lieutenant  general  and 
general  governor  of  Ireland. 

— 13.  Right  Hon.  Earl  of 
Tanker ville,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Frederick  Carteret,  poft- 

mafter  general. - Right  Hon. 

Lord  Afhburton,  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancallcr. 

—  16.  Lieut.  Gen.  John  Bur- 
goyne,  commander  in  chief  in 
Ireland. 

—  20.  Charles  Turner,  Efq, 
of  Kirkleathem,  county  of  York, 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  Great 
Britain. — —Lloyd  Kenyon,  Efq. 
attorney  general;  and  John  Lee, 
Efq.  folicitor  general  to  his  ma- 

jefty. - George  Hardinge,  Efq. 

folicitor  general  to  the  queen. — 
Rev.  Thomas  Percy,  D.  D.  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Dromore  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  Beresford,  tranflated. — 
Earl  of  Shannon,  Earl  of  Scarbo¬ 
rough,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
George  Yonge,  Bart,  vice-trea- 
furers  of  Ireland. — Duke  ofMan- 
chefter  lord  chamberlain  ;  Charles 

Herbert,  Efq.  his  fecretary.— - 

lion.  Edward  Fitzpatrick,  fecre¬ 
tary  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

—  23.  Sir  William  Howe,  K.  B. 
lieutenant  general  of  the  ordnance. 
—Hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  mailer- 
Purveyor  of  the  ordnance. 
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—  24.  George  Lord  de  Ferrars, 
fvvorn  of  the  privy  council. — Ri¬ 
chard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  a  vifcount  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
Langar,  county  of  Nottingham.— 
Right  Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel,  a 
vifcount  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  Vifcount  Keppel,  of  EL 
veden,  county  of  Suffolk. 

May  4.  George  Lord  Vifcount 
Chewton,  vice-chamberlain  of  hie 
majefty’s  houfehold,  fworn  of  the 
privy  council.— — Thomas  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,\  groom  of 
his  majefty’s  hole,  and  fir  ft  gentle¬ 
man  of  his  majefty’s  bed-chamber. 

- Lieut.  Gen.  John  Burgoyne 

Commander  in  chief  of  his  maje¬ 
fty’s  forces  in  Ireland,  and  the 
Hon.  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  to  be  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  7.  Lieut.  Colonel  Thomas 
Pigot,  governor  of  the  city  of 
Cork. 

—  11.  Frederick  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  lord  fteward  of  his  majefty’s 
houfehold.— George  Earl  of  DaL 
houfie,  his  majefty’s  high  commif- 
fioner  to  the  general  affembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland. --George  Duke 
of  Argyle,  colonel  of  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot  guards. — Lord  Adam 
Gordon,  ift  regiment  of  foot. 

—  25.  Earl  of  EfTex,  a  lord  of 
his  majefty’s  bed-chamber. 

—  2  3.  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  created  Baron  Rodney, 
of  Rodney-Stoke  in  Somerfet. — • 
Rear  Admiral  PTancis  Samuel 
Drake,  and  Captain  Edmund  Af¬ 
fleck,  baronets  of  Great  Britain. 
— Sir  Samuel  Hood,  created  Baron 
Hood  of  Catherington,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 


June 
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June  1.  George  James  Choi- 
mondeley,  Efq.  a  commiffioner  of 
excife,  vice  Henry  Legge,  Efq.-— 
John  Byng,  Efq.  commiffioner  of 
ilamp  duties,  vice  Mr.  C  holm  on - 
deley. 

—  4.  The  following  ■  gentle¬ 
men  created  baronets  of  Great 
Britain,  viz.  John  Brifco,  of  Crof- 
ton-Place,  county  of  Cumberland, 
Efq.  Thomas  Huffey  Apreece,  of 
Waffiingley,  county  of  Elunting- 
<don,  Efq.  and  Rev.  Henry  Vane, 
D.  D.  of  Long  Newton,  county  of 
Durham. 

—  5.  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
fworn  of  the  privy  council. 

— -11.  Douglas,  Duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton  and  Brandon,  fummoned 
to  parliament  by  writ,  as  a  peer 
of  England,  by  the  flile  of  Duke 
of  Brandon,  in  Suffolk. 

—  14.  Earl  of  Cholmondeiey 
appointed  his  majeBy’s  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifler  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  court  of  Berlin. 

—  18.  William  Duke  of  De- 
Yonfhire,  lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos 
rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Derby, 
vice  Lord  George  Cavendifh.— 
The  King  has  ordered  a  conge 
d’elire  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
LlandafF,  for  electing  a  bifhop,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  S.  Barrington 
tran Bated  to  Salifbury,  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  Rev.  Richard  W atfon 
D.  D.  to  be  eledled  Bifhop  of 
LlandafF. 

July  2.  Right  Hon.  Walter 
HmTey  Burgh,  chief  baron  of  his 
majefly’s  court  of  exchequer  in 
Ireland,  vice  Rt.  Hon.  James  Baron 
Traflon,  deceafed. — -Barry  Yelver- 
ton,  Efq.  his  majehy’s  attorney  ge¬ 
neral  in  Ireland,  vice  Right  El  on. 
John  Scott;  and  fworn  a  privy  coun- 
fellor. 


— -10.  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  chancellor  and  unde**  trea- 
furer  of  the  exchequer,  fworn  of 
the  privy  council.  —  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Townffiend,  one  of  his 
rnajefly’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Bate.— William  Earl  of  Shelburne 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  James  Gren¬ 
ville,  Richard  jackfon,  and  Ed¬ 
ward  James  Eliot,  Efqis.  com- 
miffioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  treafurer  of  his  majefly’s  ex¬ 
chequer.  — — -  Auguflus  Vifcount 
Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart. 
Admiral  Hugh  Pigot,  Cha.  Brett, 
Richard  Hopkins,  Hon.  John  Jef¬ 
feries  Pratt,  and  John  Aubrey, 
Efqrs.  ccmmiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  —  Sir  George 
Yonge,  Bart,  fecretary  at  war. 

—  17.  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Lord  Grantham,  one  of  his  maje¬ 
fiy’s  principal- fecretaries  of  Bate. 

« —  27.  Ifaac  Barre  receiver  and 
paymaster  general  of  his  majeBy’s 
guards,  garrifons,  and  land  forces. 
— -  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  treafurer 
of  his  majeBy’s  navy. 

30.  Dr.  Jofeph  Dean  Bourke, 
Biffiop  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns, 
tranflated  to  the  archbiffioprick  of 
Tuam,  with  the  united  biBioprick 
of  Enaghoden,  and  the  biBioprick 
of  Ardagh,  in  commendam,  va¬ 
cant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev., 
Jemmet  Browne.— —  Rev.  John 
Law,  D.  D.  (fon  of  the  Biffiop  of 
Carli.Be)  promoted  to  the  united 
biffiopricks  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns, 
vice  Dr.  Cope.— Henry  Strachey, 
Efq.  M.  P.  for  Biffiop’s  CaBle, 
under  fecretary  of  Bate  in  the 
fouthern  department,  vice  Mr. 
Orde,  who  fucceeds  him  as  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  the  treafury. 

Sept. 
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Sept.  3.  Hon.  Charles  Howard 
(commonly  called  Earl  of  Surrey), 
approved  of  as  deputy  earl  marlhal 
of  England. 

7.  Archbilhop  of  Tuam,  and 
Earl  of  C'lanricarde,  to  be  of  the 
privy  council  in  Ireland. — Rich. 
Tully,  Efq.  appointed  his  ma- 
jefty’s  agent  and  coniul  -  general 
at  Tripoli. 

21.  Sir  John  Stepney,  Eart. 
envoy  extraordinary  at  Berlin. 

Od:.  2.  Charles  Earl  of  Tanker- 
ville,  fworn  of  the  privy-council. 

8.  George  Rogers,  Efq ;  one  of 
the  commiifioners  of  his  majedy’s 
navy,  vice  Timothy  Brett,  Elq. 
— The  following  gentlemen  are 
created  baronets  of  Ireland,  viz. 
Sir  Boyle  Roche,  of  Fermoy,  co. 

•  Corke,  Knt.  Rich.  Mufgrave,  of 
Turin,  co.  Waterford,  Efq.  Nich. 
Nugent,  of  Dyfert,  co.  Weft- 
meath,  Efq.  Fra.  Hutchinfcn,  co. 
Wicklow,  Efq. 


DEATHS,  1782. 

Jan.  13.  The  Right  Hon.  John 
Lord  Sempiil.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eftate  by  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Sempiil,  of  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  guards. 

22.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Tre¬ 
vor,  relitt  of  John  Lord  Trevor, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Rich¬ 
ard  Steele,  Bart. 

24.  Sir  James  Ilarington,  Bart, 
nearly  allied  to  the  two  royal 
houfes  of  Scotland  and  Portugal. 

25.  At  his  apartments  in  Holy- 
rood-houfe,  Edinburgh,  aged  86, 
the  Right  Hon,  John  Campbell, 
Earl  of  Breadalbanc  and  Glenor- 
chy.  Lord  Vice  Admiral  of  Scot¬ 
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land,  one  of  his  majefty’s  privy- 
council,  and  fenior  Knight  of  the 
Bath. 

Feb.  2.  The  Right  Hon.  Hugh 
Bofcawen,  Vifcount  Falmouth,  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard, 
and  ranked  as  a  general  in  the 
army. 

7.  Suddenly,  the  Right  Lion. 
Lord  Colvill  of  Ochiltree. 

8.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral  Simon  Frafer,  colonel  of  the 
7  iffc  regiment  of  foot,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  the  county  of  In- 
vernefs. 

14.  The  Right  Rev.  Thomas 
Newton,  D.  D.  Bifhop  of  Briltol, 
and  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s. 

A  few  days  ago,  at  Chelten¬ 
ham,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  aged  69, 
the  Hon.  William  Howe,  uncle  to 
the  prefent  Lord  Chedworth, 

March  1.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant- 
general  William  Keppel,  colonel 
of  the  1 2th  regiment  of  dragoons, 
uncle  to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Albe¬ 
marle,  and  member  for  Chicheller 
in  Suflex. 

2.  At  Dublin,  the  Right  Rev. 
John  Garnett,  Lord  Bilhop  of 
Clougher,  to  which  fee  he  was 
tranilated,  from  the  Bifhoprick  of 
Ferns,  in  the  year  1758. 

3.  William  Dairy mple,  Efq.  of 
Eaithamftead,  in  Berks. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ro¬ 
bert  Bertie,  uncle  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Ancailer,  one  of  the  lords 
of  the  king’s  bed-chamber,  a  ge¬ 
neral  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of  horfe 
guards.  Governor  of  Duncannon, 
in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  for  Bollon,  in  Lincoln- 
fliire. 

10.  Lady  Milner,  grand-mother 
to  the  prefent  Sir  William  Milner, 

Bart. 
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Bart,  of  Nun  Appleton  in  the 
county  of  York. 

11.  John  Thurlow,  Efq.  one  of 
the  Aldermen  of  Norwich,  and 
brother  to  the  lord  chancellor  and 
Bilhop  of  Lincoln. 

12.  Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bart,  of  Afh- 
ton,  in  Warwickfhire,  and  knight 
of  the  {hire  for  that  county  in  the 
laft  parliament. 

A  few  days  ago,  in  the  fouth 
of  France,  the  Right.  Hon.  the 
Countefs  ofDeloraine. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Fairfax.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title 
and  eftate  by  his  only  brother,  the 
Hon.  Robert  Fairfax,  of  Leeds 
Caftle,  in  Kent. 

25.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady'Vif- 
countefs  Courtenay. 

27.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howard, 
widow  of  the  late  Hun,  Philip 
Howard,  of  Norfolk,  lifter 'to  the 
late  Duchefs  of  Norfolk,  and  mo¬ 
ther  to  the  prefent  Lady  Petre. 

April  10.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Mary  Forbes. 

12.  About  twelve  years  of  age, 
the  third  daughter  of  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth. 

13.  Lady  Gough,  relidl  of  the 
late  and  mother  to  the  prefent  Sir 
Henry  Gough,  Bart. 

26.  Aged  72,  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Talbot,  Earl  Talbot, 
Lord  Henfol,  and  Baron  Binevor, 
of  DineiTor  in  Caermarthenihire; 
many  years  lord  fteward  of  the 
houfebold,  one  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  -  council, 
and  L  L.  D. 

27.  At  Loudoun  Caftle  in  Ayr- 
fhire,  aged  77,  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Campbell,  Earl  of  Loudon, 
Baron  Mauchlane,  one  of  the  fix- 
teen  peers  of  Scotland,  a  general 
of  his  majefty’s  forces,  colonel  of 


the  3d  regiment  of  foot-guards. 
Governor  of  Edinburgh  Caftle, 
and  F.  R.  S. 

May  1.  James  Philip,  Efq. 
Judge  Admiral  of  Scotland. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Lumley  Saunderfon,  Earl  of  Scar- 
borough,  Vifcount  Lumley;  alfo 
Vifcount  Lumley  in  Ireland ;  one 
of  the  joint  vice-treafurers  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  a  member  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  moft  honourable  privy- 
council. 

16.  The  learned  Dr.  Solander, 
F.R.  S.  and  who  had  made  the 
voyage  round  the  world,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  friend  Sir  jofeph 
Banks. 

21.  At  Portumna  Caftle  in  Ire¬ 
land,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Smyth 
de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Clarickarde, 
and  Baron  Bunkelleyn. 

27.  The  Hon.  Mrs,  Shirley, 
mother  of  the  prefent  Earl  Fer¬ 
rers. 

2 9.  At  the  German  Spa,  the 
Right  Hon.  Elizabeth  Countefs 
of  Grandifon. 

June  3.  Lady  Theodore  Crofbie, 
filler  to  the  Earl  of  Glendore. 

9.  Sir  Charles  Buck,  Bart,  of 
Hanby  Grange,  Lincolnfhire. 

10.  Thomas  Hill,  Efq.  former¬ 
ly  reprefentative  in  feveral  parlia¬ 
ments  for  the  borough  of  Shrewf- 
bury, 

1 1 .  The  Dowager  Vifcountefs 
Howe. 

14.  The  Right  Plon.  Edward 
Earl  Ligonier,  lieutenant-general 
of  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  9th  regiment  of  foot  in 
America. 

20.  The  Hon.  General  Monck- 
ton.  Governor  of  Portfmouth, 
and  colonel  of  the  17th  regiment 
of  foot. 
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Abroad,  the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Newborough,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Egmont. 

25.  In  St.  Stephen’s  Green, 
Dublin,  the  Right  Hon.  James 
Dennis,  Baron  Tra&on,  chief ' 
baron  of  the  court  of  Exche¬ 
quer. 

27.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Hume,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Salifbury, 
chancellor  of  the  order  of  the 
Garter,  and  brother- in  law  to  the 
Earl  of  Kinnoul. 

29.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Curzon, 
Lady  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Curzon,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Scarf- 
dale. 

July  1.  The  Moft  Noble  Charles 
Watfon  Wentworth,  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  Earl  of  Maiton  in 
England,  and  in  Ireland,  Vifcount 
Higham  of  Higham  Ferrars,  Ba¬ 
ron  Rockingham  of  Rockingham, 
Baron  of  Maiton,  Waith,  and 
Harrowden,  firft  lord  of  the  trea¬ 
sury,  lord-lieutenant  and  cuftos 
rotulorum  of  the  Weft  Riding  of 
ihe  county  of  York,  and  cuftos 
rotulorum  of  the  North  Riding  of 
the  laid  county,  vice-admiral  of 
the  whole  county  of  York,  and 
the  maritime  parts  thereof,  a  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Charter-houfe,  Knt. 
of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  Gar¬ 
ter,  and  F.  R.  S.  He  was  bom 
May  13,  1730,  and  on  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1750  fucceeded  to 
his  honours.  He  was  married  Feb. 
26,  1752,  to  Mary,  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  Thomas  Bright,  Efq. 
of  Badfworth  in  the  county  of 
York,  by  whom  he  has  left  no 
iftue. 

24.  Henry  Bridgeman,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  Sir  Henry  Bridgeman, 
^art. 

*6.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Mary 


Gordon,  daughter  of  the  late  A- 
lexander  Duke  of  Gordon. 

28.  Robert  Child,  of  Ofterly- 
park,  Efq.  By  his  will  he  has 
given  all  his  eftates,  both  real  and 
perfonal,  to  Mrs.  Child,  Mr. 
Lovelace,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Church, 
and  Mr.  Keyfall,  his  partners,  in 
truft  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  all 
his  partnerftiip  debts,  and  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  bufinefs  as  ufual  at 
the  houfe  Temple-bar,  and  has 
made  them  the  executors  of  his 
will. 

Aug.  13.  Lady  Hoikyns,  relifl 
of  the  late  Sir  Chandos  Hofkyns, 
Bart. 

17.  General  Fitzroy,  uncle  to 
Lord  Southamton. 

A  few  days  ago,  at  Powick, 
in  Worcefterfhire,  Sir  William 
Arnot,  Bart,  late  lieutenant- colo¬ 
nel  of  the  queen’s  regiment  of 
dragoon  guards. 

28.  At  Knockrenny,  in  the 
county  of  Rolcomroon,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  John  Dillon,  Earl  of  Rof- 
common. 

Sept.  6.  At  Weymouth,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Legge,  fourth  fon  cf 
Lord  Dartmouth. 

Oft.-—.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  of  Denbigh. 

The  remains  of  Lady  Hamilton, 
late  wife  to  Sir  William  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  his 
majefty’s  envoy  to  the  King  of  the 
two  Sicilies,  were  embalmed  im¬ 
mediately  after  her  death,  which 
happened  on  the  27th  of  Auguft, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  trans¬ 
ported  to  England,  to  be  interred 
in  Sir  William’s  family  vault 

26.  At  the  Hague,  the  famous 
Banker  Tobias  Boaz. 

29.  At  Chichefter,  aged  85,  the 
Hon.  Coote  Molefworth,  the  Iaft 

fur  vi  ring 
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furviving  fon  of  Robert  the  Bril  tifh  Mufeum;  he  reprefented  that 
Lord  Vifcount  Molefworth.  borough  in  five  different  parlia- 

Nov,  19  At  Strafburgh,  her  ments. 

Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Chrif-  13-  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dowager 
tins*  aunt  to  the  Elector  of  Sax-  Blantyre,  at  Lennoxloye,  aged  85. 
©ny  27.  At  Edinburgh,  Henry  Home* 

Dec.  12.  Charles  Gray,  Efq.  Efq;  Lord  Kaimes,  judge  in  the 
of  Colchefler,  aged  87,  F.  R.  S.  courts  of  feffion  and  judiciary,  well 
and  one  of  the  truilees  of  the  Bri-  known  in  the  literary  world. 
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Gen.  Murray’ s  Account  of  the  Siege 
of  Fort  St.  Philip’s ;  Articles  of 
Capitulation ,  and  Returns  of  the 
State  of  the  Garrifon  and  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

From  the  London  Gazette. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Gen. 
Murray ,  Governor  of  Minorca , 
to  the  Earl  of  Hilfborough ,  one  of 
his  Majefy’s  principal  Secretaries 
of  State.  Received  by  Capt.  Don , 
March  19. 

Minorca,  Feb.  16,  1782. 
My  Lord, 

HAYTE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  that  Fort  St. 
Philip’s  was  furrendered  to  his 
Catholic  Majefty  the  5th  Inftant. 
The  capitulation  accompanies  this. 
I  flatter  myfelf  all  Europe  will 
agree  the  brave  garrifon  fhowed 
uncommon  heroifm,  and  that 
thirffc  for  glory,  which  has  ever 
diftinguilhed  the  troops  of  my 
royal  mailer.  Our  neceflary  guards 
required  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
men,  the  night  before  the  capitu¬ 
lation  ;  the  whole  number  able  to 
carry  arms  amounted  to  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  only,  of  courfe 
there  were  none  for  picquet,  and 
a  defeft  of  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  to  relieve  the  guards,  as  is 
evident  by  the  returns.  The  mod 
Vol.  XXV. 


inveterate  feurvy  which  I  believe 
ever  has  infe&ed  mortals  reduced 
us  to  this  fituation.  The  reports 
of  the  faculty  fully  explain  the 
dreadful  havock  it  made,  and  that 
three  days  further  obftinacy  on  my 
part  mud  have  inevitably  deflroyed 
the  brave  remains  of  this  garrifon, 
as  they  declare  there  was  no  re¬ 
medy  for  the  men  in  the  hofpitals, 
but  vegetables;  and  that  of  the 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  able  to  do 
duty,  five  hundred  and  fixty  were 
actually  tainted  with  the  feurvy, 
and  in  all  likelihood,  would  be  in 
the  hofpitals  in  four  days  time. 
Such  was  the  uncommon  fpirit  of 
the  king’s  foldiers,  that  they  con¬ 
cealed  their  diforders  and  inability, 
rather  than  go  into  the  hofpitals; 
feveral  men  died  on  guard,  after 
having  flood  fentry;  their  fate 
was  not  difeovered  till  called  upon 
for  the  relief,  when  it  came  to 
their  turn  to  mount  again.  Per¬ 
haps  a  more  noble,  nor  a  more 
tragical  feene,  was  ever  exhi¬ 
bited,  than  that  of  the  march  of 
the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s  through 
the  Spanilh  and  French  armies. 
It  confifted  of  no  more  than  fix 
hundred  old,  decrepid  foldiers, 
two  hundred  feamen,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  of  the  royal  artillery, 
twenty  Corficans,  and  twenty- five 
Greeks,  Turks,  Moors,  Jews,  &c. 
The  two  armies  were  drawn  up  in 
]  two 
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two  lines,  the  battalions  fronting 
each  other,  forming  a  way  for  us  to 
march  through:  they  confifted  of 
fourteen  thoufand  men,  and  reached 
from  the  Glacis  to  George-town, 
where  our  battalions  laid  down 
their  arms,  declaring  they  had  fur- 
rendered  them  to  God  alone,  hav¬ 
ing  the  confolation  to  know,  the 
vigors  could  not  plume  themfelves 
in  taking  an  hofpital. 

Such  was  the  diftrefling  figures 
of  our  men,  that  many  of  the  Spa- 
nifti  and  French  troops  are  faid  to 
have  filed  tears  as  they  pafied 
them :  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and 
the  Baron  de  Falkenhayn  declare 
it  is  true  :  I  cannot  aver  this,  but 
think  it  was  very  natural :  for  my 
own  part,  I  felt  no  uneafinefs  on 
this  occafion,  but  that  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  miferable  diforder 
which  threatened  us  with  deftruc- 
tion.  Thanks  to  the  Almighty 
my  apprehenfions  are  now  abated ; 
the  humanity  of  the  Duke  de  Cril- 
Jon  (whole  heart  was  molt  fenfibly 
touched  by  the  misfortunes  of  fuch 
brave  men)  has  gone  even  beyond 
my  wifhes  in  providing  every  thing 
which  can  contribute  to  our  reco¬ 
very,,  The  Spanifii  as  well  as  the 
French  furgeons  attend  our  hof- 
pitals*  We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  Baron  de  Falkenhayn,  who 
commands  the  French  troops.  We 
owe  infinite  obligations  to  the 
Count  de  Crillon ;  they  can  never 
be  forgot  by  any  of  us.  I  hope 
this  young  man  never  will  com¬ 
mand  an  army  againil  my  fove- 
•reign,  for  his  military  talents  are 
as  confpicuous  as  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart. 

Lifts  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
with  the  number  of  our  guns 
which  were  deftroyed  by  the  ene¬ 
my’s  battering  artillery,  which 


conftfted  of  109  pieces  of  cannot 
and  36  mortars,  are  inclofed.  I 
flnall  wait  here  until  1  fee  the  laft 
man  of  my  noble  garrifon  fafely 
and  commodioufiy  embarked.  If 
my  accompanying  them  in  a  trans¬ 
port  to  England  could  be  of  the 
fmalleft  fervice  to  any  of  them,  I 
would  chearfully  go  with  them  by 
fea  ;  but  as  I  can  be  of  no  further 
ufe  to  them  after  they  are  on  board 
Blip,  I  truft  his  majefty  will  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  going  to  Leghorn  to 
bring  home  with  me  my  wife  and 
my  children,  who  fled  to  Italy  in 
the  evening  of  the  day  the  Spanifii 
army  landed  on  the  ifiand. 

My  aid  de  camp,  Capt.  Don, 
will  have  the  honour  to  prefent 
this  letter  to  your  lordfiiip ;  he  is. 
well  acquainted  with  the  moft  mi¬ 
nute  circumftance  relative  to  the 
liege,  is  an  intelligent,  diftinguilhed 
officer,  and  is  furniihed  with  co¬ 
pies  of  all  the  papers  I  have,  which 
he  will  lay  before  your  lordlhip,  if 
requifite. 

The  captains  Savage,  Boothby, 
and  Don,  of  the  51ft  regiment, 
Lieut.  Mercier,  of  ditto,  Lieut.  1 
Botticher,  of  Goldacker’s  regi¬ 
ment,  and  Lieut.  Douglas  the  en¬ 
gineer,  are  exchanged  for  the  of¬ 
ficers  we  made  prifoners  at  Cape 
Mola, 

Colonel  Pringle  and  his  nephew  \ 
Lieut.  Pringle  are  to  be  left  hof-  ] 
tages  until  the  tranfports  return 
agreeable  to  the  capitulation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

James  Murray. 

P.  S.  It  would  be  unjuft  and 
ungrateful  was  I  not  to  declare, 
that  from  the  beginning  to  the 
laft  hour  of  the  liege,  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery,  and  likewife  the  feamen, 
diftinguilhed  themfelves ;  I  believe 
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the  world  cannot  produce  more 
expert  gunners  and  bombardiers 
than  thofe  who  ferved  at  this 
fiege,  and  I  am  fare  the  failors 
fhewed  uncommon  zeal.  It  is  ne- 
ceflary  likewife  to  declare,  that  no 

farrifon  was  ever  nourilhed  with 
etter  fait  provilions  of  all  kinds, 
than  we  had  lent  to  us  from  Eng¬ 
land;  frefti  vegetables  we  could 
not  have;  but  we  had  plenty  of 
peafe,  good  bread  and  rice,  with 
currants  and  raifms  ;  and  left  in 
the  fort  fix  months  full  allowance 
of  all  kinds,  although  a  magazine, 
containing  fix  months  more,  was 
burnt  by  the  enemy’s  Ihells. 

James  Murray. 

Articles  of  Capitulation  propofed  by 
his  Excellency  the  Hon .  fames 
Murray >  Lieutenant  General  of  his 
Britannic  Majeffs  forces ,  Colonel 
of  the  13  th  regime  tit  of  foot,  Cap¬ 
tain-General  and  commander  in 
chief  of  Fort  St.  Philipps,  to  his 
Excellency  Louis  Per  ion  de  Balls, 
Due  de  Crillon,  Lieutenant  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  French  and  Spanijh 
forces,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  combined  army. 

St.  Philip's  Cafle ,  Feb.  4,  178a, 
at  nine  o'  clock  in  the  morning. 
Article  I.  THAT  all  acts  of 
hoftility  fhall  ceafe  till  the  articles 
of  capitulation  are  agreed  upon 
and  figned. 

Art.  II.  That  the  garrifon, 
upon  their  furrender,  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  all  the  honours  of  war,  viz. 
To  march  out  with  fiiouldered 
arms,  drums  beating,  colours  fly¬ 
ing,  twenty- four  rounds  per  man, 
matches  lighted,  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  two  mortars,  with  twenty- 
four  rounds  of  ammunition  for 
each  piece,  four  covered  boats  not 
to  be  fearched  upon  any  account. 
Art.  Ill,  That  the  whole  gar¬ 


rifon,  comprehending  all  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  civil  as 
well  as  military,  and  the  Corfican 
corps  and  Greeks,  &c.  fhall  have 
their  baggage  and  effects  fecured 
to  them,  with  leave  to  move  or 
difpofe  of  it  as  they  fliall  think: 
proper ;  and  that  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  fubje&s  ferving  in  the 
garrifon,  who  poflefted  houfes  and 
grounds  in  Mahon  and  George- 
Town,  fhall  have  leave  to  difpofe 
of  them  to  any  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty’s  fubje&s. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  garrifon,  in¬ 
cluding  officers,  artificers,  Toldiers* 
and  other  Britiih  fubjects  and  their 
families,  fliall  be  provided  with 
convenient  tranfports  at  the  rate 
of  one  ton  and  a  half  per  man,  and 
to  be  carried  to  the  fir  ft  port  in 
Great-Britain,  and  landed  there 
as  foon  as  they  arrive,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  crown  of  Spain;  and 
that  provilions  fliall  be  allowed  to 
them,  cut  of  fuch  as  remain  in  the 
magazines  of  the  garrifon  at  its 
furrender,  for  the  time  they  re¬ 
main  in  the  ifland,  and  for  their 
voyage  by  fea  for  ten  weeks,  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  they  now 
receive  it;  and  the  officers  with 
their  families,  who  have  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  permiffion,  fhall  have 
paflborts  granted  to  them  to  go  to 
England  or  Germany  by  land ; 
that  the  Corflcans,  Greeks,  &c» 


now  ferving  in  the  garrifon,  who 
do  not  exceed  feventy  men,  fhall 
be  tranfported  to  Leghorn,  and 
landed  there  likewife  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  but 
their  provilions  for  the  paflage  to 
be  taken  from  the  magazines  of 
the  garrifon.  That  the  tranfports 
are  to  be  provided,  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  troops  during  the 
voyage,  with  the  bedding  of  the 
garrifon.  That  a  proper  hofpital 

m  *  ' 


244]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


for  the  lick  and  wounded,  during 
the  time  that  the  transports  are 
getting  ready,  (which  time  mall 
not  exceed  one  month  from,  the 
figning  of  this)  (hall  be  provided; 
and  Inch  as  may  not  then  be  in.  a 
condition  to  embark,  fbalf  foe  al¬ 
lowed  to  ftay  behind,  and  be  pro¬ 
perly  taken  care  of,  till  they  Ihall 
be  able  to  be  lent  to  Great-Rriiam 
by  another  conveyance. 

Art*  V*  That  while  the  garrffmi 
continues  in  the  iflastd,  permtffioa 
Ihall  be  granted  to  purdiafe  vege¬ 
tables  and  frefh  meat  in  the 
markets,  for  the  fick  in  the  hof- 
pitaL 

Art*  VI.  Until  the  garrifon 
quits  the  place,  it  Ihall  not  be 
permitted  to  corrupt  the  foMiets, 
and  try  to  make  them  defect  from 
their  regiments,  and  the  oiicers 
fhall  have  accefs  to  them  at  all 
times ;  for  which  pnrgsofe  no  com¬ 
munication  betwixt  the  foldlers  of 
Ms  Catholic  Majefty  and  the  troops 
of  the  gamfon  Ihall  foe  admitted 
of. 

Art.  VII.  That  exact  difci- 
pline  ihall  be  kept  up  on  both 
tides.  '  • 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  four  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  liland,  viz.  Paul 
'Guiard,  Marc  Reure,  Michael 
Amengual,  and  Lewis  Roca :  who 
have  joined  In  the  defence  of  die 
garrlfon,  (hall  be  permitted  to  re¬ 
main  and  enjoy  their  properties  in 
the  itiand  unmoiefted. 

A  r  t  .  I X.  T hat  all  prifoners  of 
war  made  lince  the  landing  the 
Spanifh  army,  Ihall  he  delivered 
up  on  both  fides. 

Art.  X.  Hofiages  being  deli¬ 
vered  on  both  fides  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  execution  of  the  preceding  con¬ 
ditions,  his  Excellency  the  Hon. 
Lieut.  Gen*  Murray  confents  to 

7 


deliver  up  the  place,  with  all  th€ 
military  lores  and  ammunition, 
cannon  and  mortars,  except  what 
is  referred  In  the  fecond  article, 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty;  likewife 
to  direct  that  all  mines  and  under¬ 
ground  works  ihall  be  fbewn  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty ’s  engineers ; 
plans  of  the  galleries,  mines,  and 
other  fubterraneous  works,  Ihall 
be  likewife  delivered  up. 

-  (Signed)  James  Mur  rat. 
Duke  de  Crilhti  a  Anfwer  to  General 
Murray* s  JirJi  propofol  to  capi¬ 
tulate* 

THE  order  which  I  have  from 
my  court,  forbidding  me  to  llfien 
£&  any  capitulation,  except  under 
the  exprefs  condition,  that  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Fort  St.  Philipps  ihall  be 
prifoners  of  war,  I  am  under  the 
obligation  to  return  his  Excellency 
General  Murray  the  articles  which 
he  propofes  to  me;  but  I  am  very 
lorry  I  have  not  an  opportunity  to 
make  known  to  him  my  Retire  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  men,  and. 
particularly  the  efteem  with  which 
his  perfoa  and  his  brave  garrifon 
have  mfpired  me. 

B.  B.  Due  De  Crillon. 

Mahon,  February  4,  eleven 
©’clock  in  the  morning. 

Further  Articles  of  Capitulation  pro- 
poked  by  bis  Excellency  Genera* 
Murray  in  bis  Excellency  the  Duke 
de  Crillon?  dated  Fort  St .  Phi¬ 
lip  h*,  February  4,  1782,  at  eight 
o'clock?  at  night ,  he  baling  oh~ 
jelled  to  thofe  formerly  fent  to  him  :: 
<zvitb  the  Anfwers  of  the  Duke  de 
Crillon  to  the  lafl  Articles  pro- 
pofed  by  General  Murray ,  dated 
Mahon ,  February  4,  1782,  at 
ten  at  night . 

Art.  I.  As  his  Excellency  the 
Duke  de  Crillon,  by  the  exprefs 
orders  of  his  Sovereign,  cannot 

receive 
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receive  the  garrifon  but  as  pri¬ 
soners  of  war,  his  Excellency  the 
Hon.  Lieutenant  General  James 
Murray  confents  to  furrender  the 
garrifon  agreeable  to  the  Duke 
de  CrilloiPs  inffru&ions  from  his 
court  ;  but  he  expe&s  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  will  allow  the  garrifon 
to  march  out  of  it  with  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  war  he  has  required  in 
the  fecond  article  of  thofe  feat  to 
the  Duke,  which  is  by  bo  means 
incompatible  with  his  Excellency’s 
inftru&ions,  and  will  tend  more 
to  his  glory ;  for  certainly  no 
troops  ever  gave  greater  proofs  of 
hercifm  than  this  poor  worn  out 
garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s  Caftle, 
who  have  defended  themfelves  al- 
moil  to  the  lad  man. 

Anfwer,  The  garrifon  fhall  be 
prifoners  of  war;  but  in  cttifide- 
ration  of  the  con  flan  cy  and  valour 
which  General  Murray  and  his  men 
have  fhewn  in  their  brave  defence, 
they  fhall  be  permitted  to  go  out 
with  their  arms  fhouldered,  drams 
beating,  lighted  matches,  and  co¬ 
lours  hying,  till  having  marched 
through  the  midfi:  of  the  army, 
they  (hall  lay  down  their  arms  and 
colours ;  and  moreover,  being  de- 
firous  of  giving  a  proof  of  my  high 
efteem  for  the  General,  he  fhall 
be  allowed  a  covered  boat. 

Art.  II.  General  Murray  de¬ 
fires  the  garrifon  may  be  allowed 
to  return  to  England,  prifoners  of 
war,  in  tran {ports  furnifhed  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  paid  for  by 
the  King  of  England ;  and  that 
the  troops  fhall  be  victualled, 
while  they  remain  on  the  ifland, 
till  the  tranfports  are  got  ready  for 
them,  and  during  the  paffage  to 
Great- Britain,  out  of  the  ltores  of 
the  garrifon,  at  the  fame  allow¬ 


ance  for  each  man  they  have  been 
accu&omed  to  receive;  the  troops 
of  the  garrifon  are  likewife  to  be 
allowed  to  take  their  bedding  with 
them  into  the  tranfports*  Granted, 

Art.  Ill  That  the  Cor  beans, 
Greeks,  &c>  are  to  be  traniported 
to  Leghorn,  and  likewife  victu¬ 
alled  oat  of  the  flores  of  the  gar- 
rifon  at  the  ofoal  allowance :  the 
tranfports  at  the  expence  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Granted. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  General 
thinks  that  the  officers  fhoold  fol¬ 
low  the  fate  of  their  men,  and 
therefore  will  not  permit  any  offi¬ 
cer  to  go  home  by  land,  but  thofe 
whole  health  requires  it :  that  his 
own  will  not  admit  of  a  long  fea 
voyage,  and  therefore  he  hopes  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  will  allow  him 
and  Ms  fuite  to  go  to  Marfeilles, 
and  from  thence  to  England,  for 
which  porpofe  he  has  the  King  of 
France’s  paffport.  Granted. 

Art.  V.  That  the  Duke  de 
Crillon  may  depend  upon  it  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  St.  Philip’s  fhall 
not  ferve  during  the  war,  unlefs 
they  are  regularly  exchanged,  or 
a  cartel  fettled  betwixt  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  which  may  libe¬ 
rate  them  from  the  obligations  of 
not  ferving  during  the  war. 

jflnfuitr*  The  confidence  which 
I  have  in  the  honour  of  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip 
does  not  fuller  me  to  doubt  of  their 
keeping  their  promife  nqt  to  ferve 
againit  Spam  and  her  allies,  until 
they  have  been  exchanged  by 
Spain,  either  man  for  man,  or  by 
means  of  a  cartel,  in  caie  any 
fhould  be  ellabhihed  by  their  Ca¬ 
tholic  and  Britannic  Majefties,  for 
the  officers  fhall  be  prifoners  of 
war  on  their  parole  of  honour, 
[4JJ  3  given 
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given  in  writing  under  their  hands ;  ful  performance  of  the  preceding 
with  regard  to  the  foldiers,  a  lift  articles. 

of  their  names  muft  be  made  out,  Anfwer.  In  confequence  of  the 
their  officers  Ihall  explain  to  them  2d  and  3d  preceding  articles, 
the  obligation  they  have  contracted  which  treat  of  the  tranfports  that 
of  not  ferving  during  the  war,  till  are  to  be  furniftied  by  Spain,  his 
they  have  been  exchanged,  and  Excellency  General  Murray  fhall 
Ihall  warn  them  of  the  penalty  of  name  fome  principal  officers,  who 
death  they  will  be  punifned  with  fhall  remain  as  hoftages  till  the 
if  guilty  of  breaking  this  obliga-  return  of  the  faid  tranfports. 


iron. 

Art.  VI.  That  the  Duke  de 
Crillon’s  known  humanity  leaves 
General  Murray  no  doubt  that  his 
Excellency  will  be  happy  to  allow 
vegetables  and  every  poffible  re- 
frefhment,  to  be  bought  in  the 
markets  of  the  iftand,  which  can 
contribute  to  the  recovery  of  the 
£ck  of  the  garrifon.  Granted, 

Art.  VII.  That  he  has  as 
little  doubt  that  his  Excellency’s 
generoftty  will  not  admit  of  allow¬ 
ing  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  ar¬ 
tificers  of  the  garrifon,  to  be 
plundered  of  their  baggage,  and 
maltreated  by  the  befieging  army  ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  propofes  to 
put  the  Duke  de  Crillon  immedi¬ 
ately  in  pofteffion  of  Marlbro’, 
Charles  Fort,  Queen’s  Redoubt, 
and  the  Kane  Lunette.  Granted. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  Englifti 
garrifon  Ihall  remain  poffefted  of 
the  other  out-works  till  the  day 
they  embark ;  and  that  no  infults 
may  be  offered  them  by  the  Spanifh 
foldiers. 

Anfwer .  The  whole  garrifon 
ihall  early  to-morrow  morning  quit 
the  place,  to  be  conduced  to  Al? 
cor,  where  they  ihall  remain  till 
they  are  embarked,  and  every  at¬ 
tention  ihall  be  paid  them,  which 
their  defence  and  valour  deferve. 

Art.  IXc  Hoftages  to  be  de¬ 
livered  on  both  fides  for  the  faith- 


Mahona  Feb.  6,  1782. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

J.  Murray.  B.  B.  Due  de  Crillon , 
Le  Baron  de  Falkenhayn,  Mar. 
de  Camp.  Comm,  les  Troupes 
Franc. 

Felix  Buch. 

El.  Marq.  de  Cafa  Cagigal, 

Dn.  Orazio  Borgiiefe. 

El  Conde  de  Afuentes. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
during  the  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Phi~ 
lip’s,  from  the  19th  of  Auguft , 

1781,  to  the  tyh  of  February , 

1782,  inclufnje. 

Killed.  Marine  corps.  Lieute¬ 
nants  Davis  and  Crew,  3  ferje- 
ants,  54.  rank  and  file.  Total* 

59* 

Wounded.  51ft  regiment.  Colonel 
Capt.  Savage,  Lieutenants  Ful¬ 
ler  and  Hull,  Enfign  Naper. 
61ft  ditto,  Capt.  Muet.  Gol- 
dacker’s.  Lieutenant  Botticher, 
Royal  Artillery,  Capt.  Fade, 
Lieutenents  Irwin  and  Wood¬ 
ward.  Engineers,  Lieutenants 
D’Arcy  and  Johnfton.  Marine 
corps,  Capt.  Harman,  Lieut. 
Hodges.  Corficans,  Captain 
Colie.  10  ferjeants,  124  ranl^ 
and  file.  Total  149. 

Geo.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 

State 
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State  of  the  Guns  and  Mortars  at 
St.  Philip's  Cajlle ,  Minorca ,  Fe¬ 
bruary  5,  1782. 

Iron  Garrison  Guns. 


Service- 

Unfer- 

To- 

able. 

vice  able. 

taL 

T  hirty-two  pounders  1 0 

14 

24 

Twenty-four  ditto  -  1 

2 

3 

Eighteen  ditto  -  -  32 

21 

53 

Twelve  ditto  -  -  32 

16 

48 

Nine  ditto  -  -  -  46 

6 

52 

Six  ditto  -  -  -  34 

19 

53 

Four  ditto  -  -  -  1 

— — 

1 

Total  156 

78 

234 

N.  B.  Three  twenty-four  pound¬ 
ers,  and  three  eighteen-pounders, 
were  received  from  Mr.  Robinion. 


Iron  Ship  Guns. 

,  c  nine  pounders  10 
Minorca  «  *  -  r 


1  S  f  fix  ditto 


1 

-  19 


1 

2 
2 
2 
2 


10 

1 

2Q 

14 


4 

2 


Cornwallis’s,  fix  ditto 
Eagle’s  four  ditto  -  -  1  z 

Chance’s  \  f°Ur  d!ttoZunflze 
t  three  ditto  S  able. 

Porcupine’s  three  ditto  -  2 

St.  Ant.  de  Padua,  nine  do.  2 


Total 

Mortars. 
1?  Inches  : 

8  ditto  -  -  -  -  - 

5 -I  or  royal  ditto 
2  4~5ths,  or  cohorn  ditto 

Total 


Light  fix  pounders 
Howitzers  )  ®  ‘“jths' 


T  otal 

Two  travelling  carriages  unlerviceable. 
Jacob  Schalch,  Capt. 

R.  Artillery  F.  Q. 


— 

— 

— 

46 

9 

55 

2 

2 

4 

2 

— 

2 

7 

X 

8 

3 

12 

15 

4 

1 6 

20 

18 

3i 

49 

EC  ES. 

17 

5 

22 

6 

— 

6 

5 

1 

6 

28 

6 

34 

N.  B.  Many  of  the  guns  which 
are  returned  ferviceable  have  been 
flruck  by  the  enemy’s  Ihot  and 
{hells,  and  may  prove  dangerous  to 
be  further  ufed, 


Mod  of  the  brafs  mortars,  though 
returned  ferviceable,  are  run  by 
frequent  firing. 

Hof  pit  at,  St.  Philip's  QoJUc > 
Fib.  I,  1782. 

FROM  the  extraordinary  in- 
creafe  of  the  fick  in  the  garrifon, 
and  the  little  progrefs  we  make  in 
reducing  that  evil,  we  judge  it 
neceffary  both  on  account  of  the 
public  fervice,  as  well  as  our  own 
credit,  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  the  prevailing  difeafe,  the 
fcurvy,  among!!  the  troops,  is  get 
to  fuch  an  alarming  height,  as 
feems  to  us  to  admit  of  no  remedy 
in  our  prefent  fituation.  Every 
means  has  been  tried  to  palliate 
this  formidable  malady;  but  the 
daily,  and  we  may  fay,  the  hourly 
falling  down  of  the  men,  baffles  all 
our  endeavours.  The  different 
returns  of  the  fick,  will  fhew  your 
Excellency  the  truth  of  this  affer- 
tion.  We  are  forry  to  add,  that 
it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  any 
one  now  in  the  hofpital,  will  be 
able  to  do  the  fmalleft  duty  under 
the  prefent  circumfcances,  where 
no  vegetable  food  is  to  be  had,  or 
free  air. 

W~e  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 
(Signed) . 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyfician  General. 

Will.  Fellows,  Surg.  General. 

D.  M‘Neille,  Surg.  to  Nav.  Hof. 

B.  I.  Grimfchel,Surg.  P.  Erneh’s, 

Rabille,  Goldacker’s. 

S.  Ford,  Royal  Artillery. 

James  Hall,  51ft  Regiment. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor* 

St.  Philip's  Cafle,  Feb.  1,  178c. 

FROM  the  reprefentation  made 
by  the  faculty  of  the  increafe  of 
the  fick,  the  Governor  judges  it 
neceffary  that  the  men  who  are 
even  doing  duty,  fhoffld  be  exa- 
4  mined 
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mined  by  the  faculty,  and  a  report 
of  the  Hate  of  their  health,  particu¬ 
larly  with  regard  to  the  fcurvy,  to 
be  made  to  me,  for  his  Excellency's 
Information. 

(Signed) 

G.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 
Dr.  Monro,  Phyfician-general, 
and  Director  of  the  Hofpitah 

St.  Philip's  Caffle,  February  3,  1782. 

AGREEABLE  to  his  excellen¬ 
cy’s  orders  of  the  ill  inftant,  we 
have  made  a  molt  careful  exami¬ 
nation,  with  refpedt  to  the  health 
of  the  men  doing  duty  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  inclofed  re¬ 
turn  is  tranfmitted  to  you  for  his 
Excellency’s  information.  We 
judge  it  neceiTary  to  add,  that 
thofe  men  fpecified  in  the  returns, 
will,  in  all  probability,  be,  in  a 
few  days,  incapable  of  performing 
any  duty,  from  the  rapid  progrefs 
the  fcurvy  makes  amongft  them : 
neither  is  it  in  our  power  to  check 
this  prevailing  malady.  The  con- 
ftant  duty  the  men  are  obliged  to 
perform,  the  impoffibility  of  pro¬ 
curing  any  kind  of  vegetables,  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  to 
which  we  may  add  the  damp,  foul 
air  thofe  men  confrantly  breathe 
in  the  fubterraneans,  are  caufes 
fufficient  to  dread  the  confequenees. 
We  are,.&c. 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyficlan  Gen. 

W.  Fellows,  Sifrg.  to  the  Hofp. 

D.  M'Neille,  Surg.  to  the  Hofp. 

John  Red,  Surg.  to  the  Hofp. 

James  Hall,  Surg.  to  the  5  1  It. 

B.  J.  Grimfchei,  Surgeon  Pr, 
Erneff’s. 

Rabille,  Surg.  to  Geld  acker’s. 
To  Capt.  Geo.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 

"Return  of  the  Scorbutic  Men  (in  the 
four  Regments )  nonjj  doing  Duty 


in  the  Garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s * 
February  3,  1782, 

Corps.  No.  of  Men* 

5 1  ft  regiment  —  —  120 

61  ft  ditto  — -  -—in 

Prince  Erneft’s  2d  battalion  153 
Goldacker’s  —  —  170 

Total  560 

(Signed) 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyfician  Gen. 

D.  MfNeilie,  Surg.  to  Naval 
Hofpital. 

John  Red,  Surg.  to  the  Hofp. 

James  Hall,  Surg.  to  5iftRegt. 

S.  M‘Cormie,  Surgeon’s  Mate. 

B.  J.  Grimfchei,  Surgeon  Pr% 
Erneft’s. 

Rabille,  Goldacker’s. 

Returns  made  by  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  Four  Regiments ,  of 
the  Number  of  Men  doing  Duty  in, 
each,  of  the  Number  they  fur nijh 
daily  for  „  Guard,  and  of  the  Num-\ 
her  deficient  for  one  Relief.  “ 

St.  Philip's  February  I,  1782. 


No.  of 

No.  for 

No.def- 

Regiments, 

men  do¬ 

guard. 

cientfor 

ing  duty. 

86 

I  relief. 

51ft  — 

158 

61ft  — 

177 

104 

27 

Pr.  Erneft’s  2d  bat.  184 

106 

28 

Goldacker’s  ditto 

247 

129 

1 1 

Total 

766 

4H 

80 

N,  B.  From  the  ift  inftant  to  the 
3d,  ic6  men  were  carried  to  the 
hofpitals ;  fo  there  only  remained 
doing  duty  660. 


Remarkable  Actions  at 
Sea,  & c. 

London  Gazette. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  27,  1782, 
Extradi  of  a  Letter  from  the  Ho?t. 
Vice  Admiral  Barrington  to  Mr. 

Stephens, 
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Stephens,  da*ed  on  Board  the 
Britannia,  ~at  St.  Helens,  the 
zyh  of  April,  1782. 

1HAVE  the  pleafure  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  20th 
inftant,  Uffiant  bearing  N.  E. 
half  E.  23  leagues,  at  one  P.M. 
I  perceived  the  Artois,  Captain 
Macbride,  with  a  fignal  out  for 
difcovering  an  enemy ’s  fleet,  but 
at  fuch  a  diflance  that  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  I  could  dif- 
tinguifli  the  colour  of  the  flag  ;  it 
was  then  calm,  but  a  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  I  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace  ;  the  enemy  at  fuch 
a  diflance  that  I  could  but  jufl  dis¬ 
cover  them  from  the  Britannia’s 
mail  head  at  three  o’clock.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  evening  feven  of 
our  fhips  had  got  a  good  diflance 
a  head  of  me,  the  Foudroyant, 
Captain  Jervis,  the  foremofl;  and 
in  the  night,  it  coming  to  blow 
ftrong  with  hazy  weather,  alter 
having  loft  his  companions,  at  47 
minutes  after  12,  brought  the  Pe- 
o-afe  of  74  guns  and  700  men  to  a 
clofe  action,  which  continued  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  Fou¬ 
droyant,  having  laid  her  on  board 
on  the  larboard  quarter,  the 
Frenchmen  ftruck.  My  pen  is 
not  equal  to  the  praife  that  is  due 
to  the  good  conduft,  bravery  and 
difcipline  of  Capt.  Jervis,  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  feamen  on  this  occafion : 
let  his  own  modeft  narrative, 
which  1  herewith  inclofe,  fpeak 
for  itfelf. 

The  next  morning  foon  after 
day- break,  the  wind  then  fouth, 
blowing  ftrong,  it  Ihifted  in  an 
inftant  to  weft,  and  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence  that  it  was  with  difficulty 


I  could  carry  my  courfes  to  clear 
Ufliant  and  get  the  Channel  open* 
which  being  accompliihed  by  noon, 

I  brought  to  and  remained  fo  until 
the  evening  of  the  2 2d  to  colledt 
the  fquadron. 

By  the  accounts  of  the  prifoners 
there  was  18  fail,  laden  with 
ftores,  provifions,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  under  the  Fonvoy  of  the  Pro- 
tefteur  of  74,  Pegafe  74,  L’An- 
dromache  32,  together  with  L’Ac- 
tionaire,  a  two-decker,  armed  en 
flute,  all  bound  for  L’lfle  de 
France.  They  left  Breft  the  19th 
inftant. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  give  their 
lordfhips  a  particular  account  cf  the 
number  of  prizes,  but  mull  refer 
them  to  that  they  may  receive  as 
they  arrive  in  port,  though  1  be¬ 
lieve  there  are  ten  at  leaft. 

Proceedings  of  his  Majeffs  Ship 

under  my  command  from  the  20 th 

infant . 

Near  fun-fet  on  the  20th,  X  was 
near  enough  to  difeover  that  the 
enemy  confifted  of  three  or  four 
(hips  of  war,  two  of  them  at  leaft: 
of  the  line,  with  17  or  18  fail  un¬ 
der  their  convoy,  and  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  difperfed  by  fignal.  At  half 
paft  nine  I  obferved  the  fmallefl: 
of  the  lhips  of  war  to  fpeak  with 
the  head  moll,  and  then  bear  a- 
vvay.  At  a  quarter  paft  ten,  the 
fternmoft  line  of  battle  fhip,  per¬ 
ceiving  w'e  came  up  with  her  very 
fall,  bore  up  alfo.  I  purfued 
her,  and  at  47  minutes  after 
twelve  brought  her  to  „  clofe  ac¬ 
tion,  which  continued  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour,  when,  having  laid 
her  aboard  on  the  larboard  quar¬ 
ter,  the  French  ihip  of  war  Le 
Pegafe,  of  74  guns  and  700  men, 

com- 
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commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Cillart,  furrendered. 

The  difcipline  and  good  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  will  belt  appear  by 
the  hate  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
and  of  the  damages  fufuined  in 
each  fhip, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that 
only  two  or  three  people,  with 
ffiyielf,  are  flightly  wounded ;  but 
1  learn  from  the  Chevalier  de  Cil- 
lart,  that  Le  Pegafe  buffered  a  very 
great  carnage,  and  was  materially 
damaged  in  her  mafts  and  yards, 
the  mizen-mah  and  fore-top-maft 
having  gone  away  boon  after  the 
a&ion  ceafed. 

It  blew  fo  ffrong  yeherday  morn¬ 
ing,  thkt  I  with  difficulty  put  eighty 
men  on  board  the  prize,  but  re¬ 
ceived  only  forty  prifoners  in  re¬ 
turn,  in  performing  which  I  fear 
two  of  our  boats  were  loh.  The 
difabled  hate  of  the  prize,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  hrong  wind  and 
heavy  fea,  induced  me  to  make 
the  hgnal  for  immediate  affihance, 
which  Commodore  Elliot  fupplied, 
by  making  the  Queen’s  hgnal  to 
affih  the  difabled  fnip. 

At  eight  o’clock  lah  night  they 
bore  S.  S.  W.  four  miles  dihance  of 
us :  we  lay-to  till  ten,  in  hopes  of 
their  joining,  but  not  perceiving 
them,  we  bore  up,  and  ran  N.  E. 
twenty- three  miles  till  day  light, 
when,  feeing  nothing  of  them,  we 
brought-to,  and  at  half  pah  eight 
toade  fail  to  join  the  fquadron. 

By  all  I  can  learn  from  the  pri¬ 
foners,  this  frnall  fquadron,  com- 
pofed  of  Le  Prote&eur,  Monheur 
de  Soulange,  Commodore,  Le  Pe¬ 
gafe,  and  L 5 Andromache  frigate, 
was  making  a  fecond  attempt  to 
proceed  on  an  expedition  to  the 
JSaff  Indies,  fome  of  the  troops  hav- 
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ing  been  before  captured  under 
that  dehination,  by  the  fquadron 
under  the  command  of  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfelt,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  above-mentioned  ffiips  of  war. 

John  Jervis. 
Foudroyant,  April  23. 

N.  B.  Advice  has  been  received* 
that  the  Pegafe  of  74  guns  is  ar¬ 
rived  at  Spithead,  and  the  following 
fhips,  part  of  the  abovementioned 
captures,  at  Plymouth. 

La  Fidelite,  with  178  troops  and  hores, 
La  Beljone,  147  troops  and  ftores. 
La  Lianne,  180  troops  and  hores% 
Due  de  Chartres,  hores  and  arms. 


London  Gazette. 

Admiralty  office,  April  2,  1782, 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Pole* 
of  his  Majejiy's  Ship  the  Succefs, 
of  32  Guns  and  220  Men,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  at  Spithead  the 
3 oth  of  March ,  1782. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  defire 
you  will  inform  my  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
on  the  1 6th  ink.  at  day  light,  in 
lat.  35  :  40  N.  Cape  Spartel  bear¬ 
ing  E.  N.  E.  eighteen  leagues,  the 
wind  at  S.  W,  Handing  for  the 
gut,  with  the  Vernon  ftoreffiip, 
we  difeovered  a  fail  right  a-head, 
clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack  : 
as  boon  as  I  could  difeover  her  hull 
from  the  malt- head,  which  the 
haze  and  lofty  poop  magnified,  I 
made  the  Vernon’s  iignal  to  haul 
the  wind  on  the  ffarboard  tack, 
and  make  all  fail ;  boon  after  haul¬ 
ed  our  wind,  the  ffrange  fail  tack¬ 
ed  and  gave  chaee  ;  at  half  paft 
two,  P.  M.  finding  the  chace 
gained  on  the  Vernon,  I  fhorten- 
ed  fail  to  let  her  go  a-head,  and 
then  brought-to*  in  hopes  at  leak 
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to  make  him  foorten  fail,  and  di¬ 
vert  his  attention  from  the  fhip 
under  my  convoy.  We  foon  after 
difcovered  him  to  be  only  a  large 
frigate  with  a  poop;  at  a  little 
after  five  he  hoiked  a  Spanifo  en- 
fign,  with  a  broad  pendant,  and 
fired  a  gun  :  at  fix,  being  within 
random  ihot,  adern  of  me,  I  wore, 
and  Hemmed  for  his  lee  bow,  till 
we  had  juft  diitance  fufficient  to 
weather  him ;  then  hauled  clofe 
athwart  his  forefoot,  giving  him 
our  whole  fire  within  half  piilol 
foot ;  puffed  clofe  to  windward  en- 
gaging,  while  the  enemy  expect¬ 
ing  us  to  leeward,  were  firing 
their  lee  guns  into  the  water  ;  the 
diforder  our  firit  fire  threw  them 
into  they  did  not  recover.  We 
then  wore,  and  placed  ourfelves 
to  great  advantage,  which  our  fo- 
periority  of  failing  allowed  us  to 
do,  fupporting  without  intermif- 
iion,  a  mofl  aftonifhing  clofe  and 
well  ferved  fire,  at  never  more 
than  half  a  cable  diftance,  till  the 
enemy  (truck,  which  was  about 
twenty  minutes  part  eight.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Santa  Catalina, 
Don  Mig.  Jacon,  commander,  of 
thirty  four  guns,  twenty-fix  long 
Spanifh  twelves  on  the  main  deck, 
and  eight  fix-pounders  on  the 
quarter  deck.  The  number  of 
men  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcer- 
tain.  We  have  on  board  286  pri- 
foners.  The  captain  and  officers 
fay  they  had  between  25  and  30 
killed,  and  only  8  wounded.  Don 
Mig.  Jacon  is  a  captain  in  the  line, 
hath  a  diftinguifhing  pendant  as 
fuch,  and  is  fenior  officer  of  the 
frigates  cruiling  off  the  Straits: 
had  a  very  particular  defcription 
of  the  Succefs  fent  him,  whom  he 
was  particularly  directed  to  look 
out  for;  had  been  cruifing  three 
x 


[251 

us  ;  had  feen  us  four 
chaced  us  twice  with  a 
fquadron  of  four  and  fix  fail,  from 
whom  he  parted  two  days  before. 
He  fpeaks  with  much  difpleafure 
of  the  behaviour  of  his  (hip’s  com¬ 
pany.  Lieutenant  Oakely,  whom 
1  had  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  prize,  was  indefatigable  ip 
clearing  the  wreck.  Her  mizen- 
maff  fell  fome  time  before  fhp 
(truck;  the  main-mad  in  a  fhort 
time  after,  and  her  fore-mad  mud 
have  (h  ired  the  fame  fate,  if  the 
water  had  not  been  remarkably 
fmooth :  in  fhort,  without  affum- 
ing  much  prefumption,  I  may  add 
our  guns  did  as  much  execution 
in  the  little  time  as  could  have  been 
done;  her  hull  was  like  a  fieve, 
the  foot  going  through  both  fides. 
From  this  date  of  the  prize,  their 
lordfoips  may  imagine  my  hopes 
of  getting  her  to  pos  t  were  not 
very  fanguine.  Whild  we  were 
endeavouring  to  fecure  her  fore- 
mad,  and  had  jud  repaired  our 
own  damages,  which  were  confi- 
derable  in  our  yards,  mads,  and 
fails,  at  day-light  of  the  1 8th, 
fix  fail  appeared  in  fight,  two  fri¬ 
gates  from  whom  had  chaced,  and 
were  reconnoitering  us ;  I  iridant- 
ly  ordered  the  Vernon  to  make  all 
fail,  hoided  all  my  boats  out,  fent 
on  board  for  Lieutenant  Oakley 
and  the  feamen,  with  orders  to  fet 
fire  to  the  Santa  Catalina  before 
he  left  her.  She  blew  up  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  The  wind 
being  at  S.E.  I  made  all  fail  from 
the  fix  fail,  and  determined  on 
proceeding  with  the  Vernon  to 
Madeira,  foe  being  now  in  want 
of  provifions  and  water.  We  had 
now  286  prifoners  on  board,  whofe 
intention  to  attempt  rifing  we  had 
fortunately  difcovered,  encouraged 

by 
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weeks  for 
times  ; 


1 fey  the  fuperionty  of  numbers, 
which  appeared  very  linking  to 
them. 

The'  fpirited  behaviour  of  every 
©Ulcer,  and  of  the  {hip’s  company, 
is  fuperior  to  my  praife ;  their  real 
value  and  merit  upon  this  occafion 
liatb  fhewn  itfelf  in  much  Wrong¬ 
er  and  more  exprefilve  terms  than 
1  am  mailer  of;  but  kill  it  be¬ 
comes  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
reprefent  them  to  their  lordjfhips 
as,  deferving  their  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection  ;  I  have  particular  pleafure 
its  fo  doing.  Lieut.  M’Kinley, 
(2d)  affiked  by  Mr.  James,  m af¬ 
ter,  were  very  alflduous  in  getting 
the  Succefs’s  damages  repaired, 
as  well  as  they  could  admit.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Pownal  of  the  marines,  by 
the  greateR  attention  and  good 
example,  formed  a  party  that 
would  do  honour  to  veteran  fbl- 
diers.  Indeed,  Sir,  the  warrant, 
petty,  able,  &c*  did  their  duty 
in  fo  noble  a  manner,  that  I  feel 
myfelf  happy  in  rendering  them 
my  public  thanks.  I  fhall  hope, 
if  their  lcrdfhips  are  pleafed  to 
conilder  the  conduct  of  the  Succefs 
©n  this  occafion  as  deferving  their 
notice,  that  they  will  permit  me 
to  recommend  the  firft  lieutenant 
to  their  favour.  From  the  reports 
given  me  knee,  it  adds  to  my  ia- 
tisfaclion  to  know,  that,  had  I 
not  been  obliged  to  fet  hre  to  the 
Catalina,  fhe  could  not  have  fwam, 
a  gale  of  wind  coming  on  imme¬ 
diately  after,  which  obliged  us  to 
lay  to  under  a  dorm  kay  fail :  Ihe 
was.  the  larged  frigate  in  the 
King  of  Spain’s  fervice  :  her  ex- 
ad  dimeniions  I  have  received 
from  the  captain ;  they  were  taken 
three  months  knee  when  Hie  was 
coppered  at  Cadiz.  1  am  forry  to 
add,  that  amongft  the  lift  of  our 
-wounded  is  Mr.  George  Hutchin- 


fon,  Boatfwain,  who  left  his  aim  i 
the  fervice  will  lofc  a  very  valuable 
mam. 

DimerJiom  the  Santa  Catalina . 

Ft.  In. 

Length  of  keel  —  338  js 

Length  of  deck  — —  151  io- 

Extreme  breadth  —  39  4,. 

Height  of  middle  port 
when  victualled  for  four 
months  —■  ,  g  q. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel 
Gladftanes  and  the  other  officers® 
paftengers  on  board  the  Vernon 
kore-lhip,  for  their  attention,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  affiking  to  fecure  the 
prifoners. 

I  am.  Sir. 

Your  mod  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Cha.  M.  Pole* 
Killed  In  the  Succefs,  1  j 
wounded,  4. 


Admiralty  Office,  21/Tay  iS,  iffii* 

Lord  Crankon,  one  of  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  his  majekv’s  fhip  the  For¬ 
midable,  and  Capt.  Byron  of  the 
Andromache,  in  which  fhip  his 
lordfhip,  came  paffenger,  arrived 
early  this  morning  with  difpatches 
from  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  Bart,  to  Mr,  Stephens* 
of  which  the  following  are  copies. 

Sir, 

Formidable  at  Sea,  April  14,  3  7  S3, 

T  has  pleafed  God,  out  of  his 
divine  Providence,  to  grant  to 
his  majeky’s  arms  a  mok  complete 
vidory  over  the  fleet  of  his  ene¬ 
my,  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
Grade,  who  is  himfelf  captured 
with  the  Ville  de  Paris,  and  four 
other  fhips  of  the  fleet,  bekdes 
one  funk  in  the  adion. 

This  important  vidory  was  ob¬ 
tained  the  1 2th  ink.  after  a  battle 

which 
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tvhich  lafted  with  unremitting  fury 
from  (even,  in  the  morning  till 
half  pall  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
the  fetting  fun  put  an  end  t-o  the 
conteft. 

Botb.  fleets  have  greatly  fuffered ; 
but  it  is  with  the  higheil  fatisfac- 
tion  1  can  affure  their  lordlhips, 
that  though  the  mails,  fails,  rig¬ 
ging,  and  hulls  of  the  British  fleet 
are  damaged,  yet  the  lofs  of  men 
has  been  hut  fimall,  confidering  the 
length'  of  the  battle  and  the  dole 
aflion  they  fo  long  fuftasned,  and 
in  which  both  fleets  looked  upon 
the  honour  of  their  king  and  coun¬ 
try  io  be  moll  -eflendally  con¬ 
cerned. 

The  great  fupply  of  reaval  {lores 
lately  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  foon  repair  ail 
the  damages  his  majefty’s  fleet  has 
fu  flamed. 

The  gallant  behaviour  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  of  the  fleet  I  had  the 
honour  to  command,  has  been  fuck 
as  mull  for  ever  endear  them  to  all 
lovers  of  their  king  and  country. 

The  noble  behaviour  of  my  fe- 
cor.din  command.  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
who  in  both  a&ions  moft  confpicu- 
oully  exerted  himfelf,  demands  my 
war  me  ft  encomiums  5  my  third  in 
command.  Rear  Admiral  Drake, 
who,  with  his  divifion  led  the  bat¬ 
tle  on  the  1 2th  inftant,  deferves 
the  higheft  praife;  nor  lefis  can  be 
given  to  Commodore  Affleck,  for 
his  gallant  behaviour  in  leading  the 
centre  divifion. 

My  own  captain.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  merits  every  thing  I  can 
poflibly  fay ;  his  unremitted  dili¬ 
gence  and  aftivity,  greatly  eafcd 
me  in  the  unavoidable  fatigue  of 
the  day. 

In  fhort,  I  want  words  to  exprefs 
bow  fenfibie  I  am  of  the  merito¬ 


rious  conducl  of  all  the  captains, 
officers,  and  men,  who  had  a  fhare 
in  this  glorious  vidlory,  obtained  by 
their  gallant  exertions, 

I  he  enemy’s  whole  army,  con- 
filling  of  5  5  co  men,  were  on  board 
their  (hips  of  war:  the  deflrudlion 
among  them  mull  be  prodigious,  as 
for  the  greateft  part  of  the  a&ion 
every  gun  told;  and  their  lordihips 
may  judge  what  havock  muff  have 
been  made,  when  the  Formidable- 
fired  near  eighty  broad  Tides. 

Inelofed  l  have  the  honour  t® 
fend  for  their  lord  (hips  infp.e&ion* 
the  Britifh  and  French  lines  of 
battle,  with  an  account  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  and  damages  fuilai re¬ 
ed  by  his  majefty’s  fleet. 

Lord  Cranfton,  who  a  fled  as 
one  of  the  Captains  of  the  Formi¬ 
dable  during  both  aclions,  and  t© 
whofe  gallant  behaviour  I  am 
much  indebted,  will  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  delivering  thefe  dispatches. 
To  him  I  muft  refer  their  lord- 
ihips  for  every  minute  particular 
they  may  wilh  to  know,  he  being 
perfectly  matter  of  the  whole  trand- 
aflion.  ' 

"I  hat  the  Britifti  flag  may  for 
ever  fiourifh  in  every  quarter  of  the; 
globe,  is  the  moft  ardent  wilh  of 
him,  who  has  the  honour  of  being* 
with  great  regard,  , 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

G.  B.  Rock  et, 


A  lift  of  the  French  jbips  taken. 


La  Villede  Paris  no 

Le  Glorieux 
Le  Caefar 
L’He&or 
L’Ardent 


One  funk,  name  unknown. 


Had  on  board  in  tire 
action  13 00  men. 
74  733  men  150  foldieis 
74  750  men  150  ditto 
74  750  men  1  50  ditto 
64  650  men  100  ditto 
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Formidable 

Duke 

Agamemnon 
Refolution 
Prothee 
Hercules 
_  America 

rRmTel 
*  Prudent 
!  Fame 
Anfon 
Torbay 
Pr.  George 


l 


Princeffa 


Conqueror 
Non  fuch 
Alcide 
I  Arrogant 
[^Marlborough 


Commanders , 
Thomas  Burnett 
William  Bayne 
George  Bowen 
Anthony  Parry 
S.  G.  Goodall 
Sir  Sam.  Hood,  Bart. 

John  Knight 
Francis  Reynolds 
Sir  James  Wallace 
Alex.  Sutherland 
John  Inglefield 
Robert  Linzee 
George  Wilkin fon 

Com.  Edm.  Affleck 
Thom  as  G  raves 
N.  Charrington 
Thomas  Duznarefq 
Hon.  W.  Cornwallis 
Captain  Ingiis 
Robe;  t  Fanfhawe 
Sir  G.  B.  Rodney,  Bt. 
Sir  Ch.  Douglas,  Bt. 
John  Syrnoiids 
Lord  Cranfton 
Allen  Gardner 
Benjamin  Caldwell 
Lord  Rob.  Manners 
Charles  Buckner 
Henry  Savage 
Samuel  Thompfon 

James  Saumarez 
Andrew  Barklay 
Robert  Barber 
William  Blair 
John  Lewis  Gidoin 
James  Williams  ' 

Fn  Sam.  Drake,  Efq. 

;  Cha.  Knatchbull 
George  Balfour 
William  Trufcott 
Charles  Thompfon 
Samuel  Cornifh 
Taylor  Penny 
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Jot  in  action. 

3 

12 

3 

*3 

16 

10 

25 

35 

9 

24 

33 

3 

22 

*5 

7 

39 

3 

3 

6 

No  returns . 

► 

0 

0 

0 

3 

16 

*9 

■37 

766  1003 

All  accidental  frigates  to  be  oppofite  the  centre  divifion. 

N.  B.  Thofe  marked  *  not  with  the  fleet  during  the  actions. 

[The  Gazette  by  fome  mijiake  makes  only  2.30  killed  and  759  wounded,  though  the  total 
when  fummed  up  is  1003.] 
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Returns  of  Officers  Killed  and  Wound¬ 
ed,  the  gth  and  1 2th  of  -April  1782, 

included  in  the  above  Lift . 

Royal  Oak. — Mr.  Gwatkin,  fir (l 
lieutenant,  killed ;  captain  of  ma¬ 
rines,  wounded. 

Alfred. — Captain  Bain,  killed. 

Montagu.*— Mr.  William  Cade, 
maker,  killed;  Lieutenants  Bree- 
don  and  Buchan  of  marines,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Valiant.  —  Mr.  Richard  Wim- 
bleton,  fecond  lieutenant,  killed ; 
Mr.  William  Brown,  fifth  lieute¬ 
nant,  and  Mr.  Backhoufe,  maker, 
wounded. 

Warriour.  — Mr.  Stone,  maker, 
wounded. 

Centaur.- — No  return ,  having  a 
prize  in  to-iv,  and  not  joined. 

Magnificent.  —  Capt.  Bagg,  of 
the  marines,  wounded. 

Ajax. —  Mr.  John  Elliot,  firk 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Thomas  Rofiiter,  pi¬ 
lot,  wounded. 

Repulfe.—  Captain  of  marines, 
and  maker,  wounded. 

Formidable.  — -  Lieutenant  Hele, 
killed;  Captain  Bell  and  Lieut. 
Harris  of  marines,  wounded. 

Duke.  —  Lieut.  Cornifn,  Mr. 
Cooper,  maker,  Mr.  Scott,  boat- 
fwain,  wounded. 

Agamemnon. — Lieuts.  Incledon 
and  Brice,  wounded ;  the  latter 
fince  dead. 

Refolution. — Capt.  Right  Hon, 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  wounded, 
and  fince  dead. 

Prcthee. — Mr,  Thomas  Love, 
maker,  wounded. 

Hercules. — Lieut.  Hobart,  kill¬ 
ed  ;  Captain  Savage,  wounded. 

America.  —  Lieut.  Collowhill, 
killed ;  Lieutenant  Trelawney, 
wounded. 

Anion. — Captain  Blair,  killed. 


Torbay — Lieut.  Mounier  of  ma¬ 
rines,  killed. 

Princeffa.  —  Lieuts.  Dundas  and 
M‘Douall,  and  Lieut.  Laban  of 
marines,  wounded. 

Alcide.  —  No  returns ,  having  a 
prize  in  tovo,  and  not  joined. 


Lift  of  the  French  Fleet  in  Fort  Royal 
Harbour,  April  2,  1782. 

Ships.  Guns . 

*  Deitin  74. 

f  Le  Dauphin 

Royal  74 

f  LeMagnifique  74 

*  Le  Refiechi  74 

Le  Bien  Aime  74 
Le  Sceptre  74 
Le  Northumber¬ 
land  74 

Le  Conquerant  74 
Le  Marfeillois  74 
Le  Palmier  74 
L ’Ardent  64 
L’Eveilie  64 

Le  Caton  64 

Le  Jafan  64 

e  Fier,  armee 
en  flute  54 

Le  Minotaur, 
ditto  74 

5  Sagittaire  54 
L’Experiment  50 


LaViliede Paris  no 

L’Auguke 

80 

Le  Due  de  Bur 

gogne 

80 

Le  Languedoc 

80 

*  Le  St.  Efprit 

80 

f  La  Couronne 

80 

Le  Neptune 

80 

J  Le  Triumph 

ant 

80 

Le  Zele 

74 

Le  Glorieux 

74 

Le  Citoyen 

74 

Le  Souverain 

74 

Le  Magnanime 

74 

Le  Cefar 

74 

Le  He£lor 

74 

%  Le  Brave 

74 

Le  P lu ton 

74 

Le  Hercule 

74 

Le  Scipion 

74 

Le  Bourgogne 

74 

Total,  36 

fail 

a  ,  o  —  - £  s  -  j  O - * - - 

armed  brigs  of  the  kings,  2  fire- 
klips,  1  cutter. 

*  Out  of  repair, 
f  Joined  at  St.  Kitts. 

%  Arrived  with  the  Brek  convoy. 

Sir, 


Formidable  at  Sea,  April  14,  178Z. 

I  muk  defire  you  will  pleafe  to 
acquaint  their  lord  (hips,  that  not- 
withkanding  the  difpofiticri  X  had 
made  of  his  majeky’s  fleet  under 
my  command,  which  were  kation- 
ed  to  windward  of  the  Frefich 
iflands,  in  a  line  kretching  from, 
the  latitude  of  Defiada  to  the  latR 

tude 
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tude  of  St.  Vincent,  with  a  line  of 
frigates  to  windward,  which  their 
lordfhips  may  perceive,  by  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  fleet  I  have  the  ho-^ 
nour  to  inclofe,  and  which  difpofi- 
fcion  was  thought  by  every  officer  of 
the  fleet  to  be  fuch,  as  to  render  it 
impoflible  for  any  convoy  bound  to 
the  French  iflands  to  efcape,  yet 
notwithftanding  the  vigilance  of 
every  captain  and  officer,  the  ene¬ 
my  found  means  to  efcape  by  mak¬ 
ing  the  ifland  of  Defiada,  and 
creeping  clofe  in  under  Gaudaloupe 
and  Dominique,  they  arrived  fafe 
in  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal  on  the 
20th  and  2 1  ft  of  March. 

Information  having  been  given 
me  of  this  unlucky  event,  1  thought 
it  my  duty  to  return  to  the  bay  of 
Gros  Iflet,  St.  Lucia,  where  I  had 
ordered  the  ftorefhips,  victuallers, 
and  trade  -bound  to  Jamaica,  to 
rendezvous. 

On  my  arrival  in  that  bay, 
every  difpatch  pofiible  was  made  in 
refitting  the  fleet,  and  taking  in 
ftores  and  provifions  for  five 
months  of  all  fpecies  for  the  whole 
fleet.  A  watchful  eye  being  kept 
the  whole  time  on  the  French  fleet 
in  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal,  as  I 
knew  that  Count  de  Grafie  would 
haften,,  the  refitting  his  fleet,  and 
take  the  firft  opportunity  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  place  of  his  deftina- 
tion. 

On  the  5th  of  April  I  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
embarking  their  troops  on  board 
the  fliips  of  war,  and  concluded 
they  intended  to  fail  in  a  very 
few  days. 

Captain  Byron  of  the  Andro¬ 
mache,  an  active,  brifk,  and  dili¬ 
gent  officer,  watched  their  mo¬ 
tions,  with  fuch  attention,  that  on 
the  8th  inflant  at  day-light,  he 


made  the  fignal  of  the  enemy'3 
coming  out,  and  Handing  to  the 
North  Weft ;  I  inftantly  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh,  and  having  looked 
into  the  bays  of  Fort  Royal  and 
St.  Pierre’s,  where  no  enemy’s  (hips 
remained,  I  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace,  and  before  day  light 
of  the  9th,  came  up  with  the  enemy 
under  Dominique,  where  both  fleets 
were  becalmed,  and  continued  fo  for 
fome  time.  The  enemy  firft  got 
the  wind  and  flood  towards  Guada- 
loupe ;  my  van  diviflon  under  that 
gallant  officer  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  re¬ 
ceived  it  next  and  flood  after  them. 
At  nine  the  enemy  began  to  canno¬ 
nade  my  van,  which  was  returned 
with  the  greateft  brifknefs. 

The  baffling  winds  under  Domi¬ 
nique  did  not  permit  part  of  the 
centre  diviflon  to  get  into  adtion 
with  the  enemy’s  rear  till  half  paft 
eleven,  and  then  only  the  fhip  next 
to  me  in  thedine  of  battle. 

Their  lordfhips  may  eafily  ima¬ 
gine  the  mortification  it  muft  have 
been  to  the  fixteen  gallant  officers 
commanding  the  fliips  of  the  rear, 
who  could  only  be  fpedtators  of  an 
adtion  which  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  join,  being  detained  by 
the  calms  under  Dominique. 

The  enemy’s  cannonade  ceafed 
upon  my  rear’s  approach,  but  not 
before  they  had  done  confiderable 
damage  to  the  fliips  of  the  van, 
and  difabled  the  Royal  Oak  and 
Montagu,  and  his  majefty  had  loft 
a  gallant  officer,  viz.  Capt.  Bayne 
of  the  Alfred,  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  feamen,  as  mentioned 
in  the  account  tranfmitted  to  their 
lordfhips ;  but  fuch  was  the  fteady 
behaviour  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and 
the  fliips  of  the  van,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  received  more  damage  than 
they  occa.fioned. 


The 
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’The  night  of  the  9th  inftant  the 
fleet  lay  to,  to  repair  their  da¬ 
mages.  The  10th  they  continued 
to  turn  to  windward  under  an 
eafv  fail,  the  enemy’s  fleet  con¬ 
tinuing  to  do  the  fame,  and  al¬ 
ways  had  it  in  their  power  to  come 
to  aftion,  which  they  moll:  cau- 
tioufly  avoided,  and  rendered  it 
impollible  for  me  to  force  them  in 
the  fltuation  they  were  in,  between 
the  Saints  and  ifland  of  Domi¬ 
nique.  On  the  nth  of  April,  the 
enemy  having  gained  confiderably 
to  windward,  and  the  wind  blovv- 
ing  a  frefli  and  fleady  gale,  I  made 
the  flgnal  for  a  general  chace  to 
windward*  which  continued  the 
whole  day.  Towards  fun-fet, 
fome  of  the- headmoft  fhips  of  the 
fleet  had  approached  near  to  one 
of  the  enemy’s  (hips  that  had  re¬ 
ceived  damage  in  the  late  action, 
and  had  certainly  taken  her,  if 
Count  de  Grafle  had  not  bore 
down  with  his  whole  fleet  for  her 
protection,  which  brought  him  fo 
near,  that  I  flattered  myfelf  he 
would  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
engaging  him  the  next  day.  With 
that  view  1  threw  out  the  flp-nal 

O 

for  the  form  of  failing,  and  flood 
with  the  whole  fleet  to  the  fouth- 
ward  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  then  tacked,  and  had  the 
happinefs  at  day-light  to  find  my 
molt  fanguine  defire  was  near  be¬ 
ing  accomplifhed,  by  my  having  it 
in  my  power  to  force  the  enemy  to 
battle.  Not  one  moment  was  loft 
in  putting  it  into  execution  :  the 
confequences  have  been  fuch  as  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  reprefent 
in  my  former  letter  of  this  day ; 
and  can  fay  no  more,  than  that 
too  much  praife  cannot  be  given 
to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  of 
Vol.  XXV. 


the  fleet  I  had  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  B.  Rodney. 

N.  B.  Lord  Cranfton  and  Capt. 
Byron  relate,  that  the  Caefar,  one 
of  the  captured  flaps,  foon  after 
Are  was  taken  pofleffion  of,  took 
fire  by  accident  and  blew  up,  and 
a  confiderable  number  of  the 
people  on  board  her  unfortunately 
perilhed ;  and  that  Lord  Robert 
Manners  died  in  his  paflage  home 
in  the  Andromache. 


Paris,  j  idy  9. 

ExtraB  of  a  Litter  froin  Count  de 
Guicben  to  the  Marquis  de  Ca¬ 
stries,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Marine  Department ;  dated  at  Sea , 
on  board  the  Terrible,  June  27. 

¥  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  the  combined  fleet  has 
had  very  little  wind  fince  its  depar¬ 
ture  from  Cadiz,  which,  however, 
would  not  have  retarded  us  much, 
had  it  not  become  quite  contrary 
at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  We 
were  a  little  recompenfed  after¬ 
wards  by  meeting  with  a  fleet  of 
the  enemy’s  Ihips,  which  we  de- 
fcried  the  25th  of  June,  in  lat. 
47.  36.  N.  and  15.  20.  W.  front 
the  meridian  of  Paris. 

This  fleet,  compofed  of  18  fail, 
was  efcorted  by  the  Portland,  of 
50  guns;  the  Oifeau,  of  32;  the 
Danae,  of  24;  and  the  Merlin 
floop  :  it  was  deftined  for  Canada 
and  Newfoundland.  Our  frigates 
have  taken  the  18  Ihips,  but  could 
not  come  up  with  the  Ihips  that 
convoyed  them.  At  the  departure 
of  the  courier  from  Breft,  th§ 
prizes  appeared  off  Uftiant. 

Lift  of  Ships  taken . 

The  Jenny*  250  tons,  Captain 

[*]  -  '  John 


/ 
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John  Stewart,  laden J  with  fpirits, 
fait,  &c.  1  2  men;  the  Commerce, 
250  tons,  Capt.  Edward  Prichard, 
laden  with  provifions,  10  men ; 
the  Eagle,  300  tons,  Capt.  Wil¬ 
liam  Crones,  laden  with  provi- 
lions,  36  men  ;  the  John,  170  tons, 
provifions,  22  men;  the  Fogo,  40 
tons,  Capt.  J-ofeph  Bickguen,  pro- 
viiions,  7  men ;  the  Canada,  Capt,. 
John  Karokins,  250  tons,  laden 
with  provifions;,  the  Maria,  three 
mads,  laden  with  provifions ;  the 
Jenny,  three  mails,  Capt,.  Willi¬ 
ams,  provifions,  24  men;  the 
*’  King  lion,-  16  men,  provilions;  the 
Garland,  Capt,.  Robert  Plout,  126 
tons,  laden  with  provilions;  the 
Lively,  provifions  and  wine,  9 
men ;  the  Charak,  Capt.  James 
Wallarche,  150  tons,  laden  with 
provifions;  the  Providence,  Capt. 
John  Ebiter,  provifions ;  the  Nan¬ 
cy,  Capt.  Thomas  Cawley,,  laden 
with  provilions,  12  men  ;  the  Mag¬ 
dalen,  Capt.  Boukay,  provilions, 
12  men;  the  St.  George,  100 
tons,  provilions,  12  men;  the  Ad¬ 
miral  Campbell,  70  tons  and  8  men, 
laden  with  provifions ;  the  Her¬ 
mit,  Capt.  David  Nuriny,  1  r  men,, 
laden  with  provifions  and  wine. 


Whitehall,  No <v.  16. 
The  letters,-  of  which  the  following 
are  copies  and  extract,  from  the 
Right  Hon.  General  Elliot,  Go- 
'  vernor  of  Gibraltar,  were  re¬ 
ceived  on  Thurfday  lad  at  the 
office  of  the  Right  Hon.-  Thomas 
Townlhend,  his  Majefly’s  Prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
home  department, 

‘(COPY)  t 

Gibraltar ,  Sept.  1:5,  178-2. 

Mv  Lord, 

H  E  enemy  having  collected 
A  his  whole  force  by  fea  and 


land ;  44  fail  of  the  line,  be  fid 
3  inferior  two-deckers ;  10  batter¬ 
ing  fhips,  5  bomb-ketches,  feveral 
frigates  and  xebecques,  a  great 
number  of  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
a  large  floating  battery,  many 
armed  veflels,  and  near  300  boats, 
purpofely  conflrudted  for  carrying 
troops : 

Their  land  batteries  mounted 
with  above  100  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  an  equal  number  of  mortars 
and  howitzers : 

An  army  of  near  forty  tlioufand' 
men  : 

On  the  13  th  in  Rant,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  all  the  battering 
(hips,  commanded  by  Don  Buena¬ 
ventura  Moreno,  rear-admiral, 
were  put  in  motion,  and  came 
forward  to  the  feveral  Rations  pre« 
vioufly  determined  they  fliould 
take  up.  The  admiral  being 
placed  upon  the  capital  of  the 
King’s  Baflion,  the  other  (hips 
extending  three  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  flag,  as  far  as  the  Church 
Battery ;  live  to  the  northward,, 
about  the  height  of  the  Old  Mole 
and  one  a  very  little  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  admiral ;  by  a  quarter 
before  ten,  they  were  anchored  ia- 
line  at  the  diftance  of  1:000  to  1200 
yards:  immediately  a  heavy  can¬ 
nonade  began  from  all  the  fnips, 
fupported  by  the  cannon  and  mor¬ 
tars  in  the  enemy’s  lines  and  ap¬ 
proaches.  At  the  fame  inftant  out' 
batteries  opened  with  hot  and  cold- 
(hot  from  the  guns ;  and  (hells 
from  the  howitzers  and  mortars. 
This  firing  continued,,  without  in- 
termiffion,  on  both  fldes,  until 
noon,  when  that  of  the  enemy, 
from  their  (hips,  feemed  to  flacken, 
although  but  little.  About  two 
o’clock  the  admiral’*  (hip  was  ob- 
ferved  to  fmoke,  as  if  on  (ire,  and 

a  few 
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&  few  men  bufy  upon  the  rocf, 
fearching  for  the  caui'e.  Our  bat¬ 
teries  never  difeontinued ;  the 
enemy’s  fire  from  the  fhips  gra¬ 
dually  decreafed.  About  feven  in 
the  evening  they  fired  from  a  few 
guns,  and  that  only  at  intervals. 
At  midnight  the  admiral’s  fliip 
was  plainly  difeovered  beginning 
to  burn ;  an  hour  after  it  was 
completely  in  flames ;  eight  more 
of  the  fhips  took  fire  in  fucceffion. 
Signals  of  diftrefs  being  now  made, 
the  launches,  feluccas,  and  boats 
of  the  whole  fleet  began  to  take 
out  the  men  from  on  board  the 
burning  fhips.  Many  fhot  were 
ftill  fired  from  thole  in  which  the 
flames  had  yet  made  no  confide- 
fable  progrefs ;  and  the  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  batteries  on  fnore  did 
not  in  the  leaft  diminifh,  Briga¬ 
dier  Curtis,  who  with  his  fquadron 
of  gun-boats,  lay  ready  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  favourable  circum- 
ftance,  left  the  New  Mole,  at 
two  o’clock,  and  about  three 
formed  a  line  upon  the  enemy’s 
flank,  advancing  and  firing  with 
great  order  and  expedition ;  which 
fo  aflonifhed  and  difconcerted  the 
enemy,  that  they  fled  precipitately 
with  all  their  boats,  abandoning  the 
fhips.)  in  which  fome  officers  and 
numbers  of  their  men,  including 
many  wounded,  were  left  to  pe- 
rifh.  This  unavoidably  muff  have 
been  their  wretched  fate,  had  they 
not  been  dragged  from  amidfl  the 
flames  by  the  perfonal  intrepidity 
of  Brigadier  Curtis,  at  the  utrnoil 
hazard  of  his  own  life,  a  life  in¬ 
valuable  to  his  majefly’s  fervice. 
For  fome  time  I  felt  the  utmoft 
anguifh,  feeing  his  pinnace  clofe 
to  one  of  the  largefl  fhips  at  the 
inflant  fhe  blew  up,  and  fpread 
her  wreck  to  a  vaft  extent  ail 


round*  The  black  cloud  of  fmoke 
being  difperfed,  I  was  again  re¬ 
vived  by  the  fight  of  his  pinnace, 
little  apprehending  that  the  briga¬ 
dier  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of 
finking,  fome  pieces  of  timber 
having  fallen  into,  and  pierced 
the  boat,  (killing  the  cockfwain> 
and  others  of  the  men)  fcarce  any 
hope  left  of  reaching  the  fhore* 
Providentially  he  was  faved  by 
flopping  the  hole  with  the  fea- 
men’s  jackets,  until  boats  arrived 
to  their  relief.  One  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  was  funk  at  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  re¬ 
maining  eight  fhips  feverally  blew 
up  with  violent  exploficns ;  one 
only  efcaped  the  effects  of  our  fire* 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
burn,  there  being  no  poffibility  of 
preferving  her. 

The  admiral’s  ftag  remained  Hy¬ 
ing  on  board  his  fhip  till  fhe  was 
totally  confumed. 

Your  lord  (hip  will  be  pleafed 
to  inform  his  majefty,  that  the 
royal  artillery  additional  gunners 
and  marine  brigade  only  could  be 
employed  on  this  fervice,  which 
they  executed  with  the  deliberate 
coolnefs  and  precifion  of  fchool 
practice,  but  their  exertion jwas  in¬ 
finitely  fuperior.  The  fire  was  in- 
ceffant,  and  the  batteries  abun¬ 
dantly  fupplied  with  ammunition  ; 
every  foldier  in  the  garrifon,  not 
on  duty,  eagerly  prefting  to  fhare 
in  the  honourable  labours  of  the 
day*  The  enemy’s  daring  at¬ 
tempt  by  fea  was  effectually  de^ 
feated  by  the  conftant  and  well 
fupported  fire  from  our  batteries  5 
but  the  well-timed.)  judicious,  and 
fpirited  attack  made  by  Brigadier 
Curtis,  rendered  this  fuccefs  a  com¬ 
plete  victory. 

[R]  2  The 
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The  enemy’s  lofs,  killed,  burnt, 
drowned,  and  wounded,  muft  have 
been  great  indeed. 

I  inclofe  a  lift.  No.  i.  of  the 
fhips  deftroyed.  No.  2.  of  prifon- 
ers,  taken,  all  by  Brigadier  Curtis, 
except  one  Spanifti  officer,  and 
eleven  French  foldiers,  who,  out 
of  fourfcore,  efcaped  on  the  wreck 
of  their  boat.  Two  large  launches 
from  the  fleet  were  taken  with  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to 
them*  The  ftncere  gratitude  all 
the  prifoners  of  war  expreffed  for 
their  deliverance  from  the  various 
horrors  that  furrounded  them,  af¬ 
forded  the  higheft  fatisfadiion  to 
humanity. 

I  am  happy  to  fay,  my  lord, 
that  notwithftanding  the  enemy’s 
violent  effort,  our  lofs  has  not 
been  great  in  numbers;  yet  fuch 
gallant  individuals  muft  ever  be 
regretted. 

Capt.  Reeves,  of  the  royal  ar¬ 
tillery,  was  the  only  officer  killed, 
and  is  much  to  be  lamented  for 
his  knowledge  and  conftant  un¬ 
wearied  attention  to  every  duty. 
Our  wounded  officers  will  all  do 
well,  and  we  are  hopeful  not  to  lofe 
many  of  the  foldiers. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  higheft  reputation,  hav¬ 
ing  the  chief  command  of  the  al¬ 
lied  forces,  princes  of  royal  blood 
of  France,  dignified  characters  of 
Europe,  ftrft  nobility  of  Spain, 
and  great  military  officers,  being 
prefent  with  the  befteging  army, 
an  amazing  concourfe  of  fpedta- 
tors,  that  filed  the  camp,  and 
covered  the  adjacent  hills  on  this 
occafion,  induce  us  to  believe,  the 
combined  powers  had  formed  the 
moft  fanguine  expectations  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  their  battering  fhips, 
deemed  perfect  in  deftgn,  com- 


pleated  by  dint  of  prodigious  h-* 
hour,  and  unlimited  profufion  or 
expence ;  and,  by  common  report, 
pronounced  invincible. 

1  am,  my  lord,  with  refpedt,  &c. 

A  G.  A.  Eliott, 
To  the  Earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne ,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(C  O  P  Y.) 

Gibraltar,  Sept.  28,  17,82. 

My  Lord, 

THE  public  difpatches  will  be 
delivered  by  Capt.  Vallotton,  my 
fir  ft  aid-de-camp,  who  is  fuffici- 
ently  well  informed  to  anfwer  any 
farther  particulars  your  lordfhip 
may  wifh  to  have  minutely  ex¬ 
plained. 

Capt.  Vallotton  is  an  aftive, 
intelligent,  and  zealous  officer :  if 
his  majefty  is  gracioufty  pleafed  to 
beftow  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
him,  I  am  fure  he  will  never  prove 
undeferving. 

I  am,  my  lord,  &c.  &c. 

G.  A.  Eliott® 
fhs  Earl  of  Shelburne , 

&c.  & c.  &c. 

(EXTRACT.) 

Gibraltar ,  Gd.  2,  1782. 

THE  night  of  the  30th  inftant, 
between  10  and  12,  the  enemy’s 
mortar  boats  threw  a  number  of 
fhells  for  the  town,  incampments, 
and  hofpital :  at  the  fame  time 
the  land  batteries  increafed  the 
quantity  of  their  fire ;  but  no  in¬ 
jury  was  done  to  our  works,  ftores, 
or  magazines. 

Extract  of  the  Returns  of  Killed  and 

Wounded  in  the  federal  Corps  at 

Gibraltar ,  from  Auguf  Qtb  te 

Qdloher  17 th,  1782,  inclufvve. 

6  ferj  earns,  1  drummer,  58  rank 
and  file  killed, 

2  Majors,  2  captains,  2  captain- 
lieutenants,  (one  ftnce  dead)  6 

lieu- 
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lieutenants,  (one  fince  dead)  20 
ierjeants,  2  drummers,  3 66  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Names  of  Officers  'wounded, 

78 th  Reg.  Lieut.  Whittam. 

72 d  Reg.  Major  Horsfall. 

73 d  Reg.  Capt.  Mac  Kenfie, 
Lieut.  Wharton,  Lieut.  Kennith 
M ‘Ken  fie. 

Artillery.  Major  Lewis,  Capt. 
Grove,  Capt.  lieutenant  Seward, 
Lieut.  Boag,  Lieut.  Godfrey. 

W ounded  and  fince  dead. 

Artillery.  Captain-lieutenant 
Reeves,  Lieut.  GrurrJy. 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Friday ,  November  8. 
Admiralty -Office,  Now.  7,  1782. 

APT  AIN  Henry  Duncan,  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  the  Victory, 
arrived  this  morning  with  dif- 
patches  from  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
and  alfo  with  difpatches  from  Capt. 
Curtis,  of  the  Brilliant,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  brigade  of  feamen  at 
Gibraltar,  of  which  the  following 
are  extracts. 

Ext  raff  cf  Triplicate  of  a  Letter 
from  Lord  Vifcount  Howes  to  Mr. 
Stephens ,  dated  on  board  the  Vic¬ 
tory ,  October  21,  1782,  Cape 

Spurt  el  E.  A.  E.  40  leagues. 

RESERVING  the  more  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  my  proceedings 
to  be  delivered  on  my  return  to 
England,  1  fend  the  Peggy  cutter 
now  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  after 
much  delay  by  contrary  winds  and 
very  unfavourable  weather,  the 
fleet  arrived  off  Cape  St.  Vincent 
on  the  9th  infant. 


According  to  the  advices  pre- 
vioufly  obtained,  I  had  reafon  to 
expeCt  to  find  the  enemy  off  Cape 
St.  Mary’s ;  but  by  authentic  in¬ 
telligence  I  had  then  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  procure,  I  learnt  that  the 
combined  fleets,  confifting  of  fifty 
fail  of  three  and  two  decked  (hips, 
had  taken  a  ftation,  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  in  Gibraltar  Bay. 

In  the  morning  of  the  11th  the 
fleet  entered  the  Straits,  and  the 
van  arriving  off  Gibraltar  Bay  a 
fhort  time  after  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  a  very  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  offered  for  the  ftore-lhips  to 
have  reached  their  deftined  an¬ 
chorage  without  moleftation  from 
the  enemy;  but,  for  want  of  timely 
attention  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  navigation,  pointed  out  in 
the  inltru&ions  communicated  by 
Capt.  Curtis,  only  four  of  the 
thirty-one,  which  had  kept  com¬ 
pany  with  the  fleet  on  the  paffage, 
effefted  their  purpofe. 

Very  tempeftuous  weather  in  the 
night  of  the  10th  had  put  two  of 
the  enemy’s  two-decked  fhips  on 
fhore,  a  third  Jolt  her  foremaff 
and  bowfpritj  and  a  fourth  had 
been  driven  under  the  works  of 
the  garrifon  and  captured :  two 
more  went  out  of  the  bay  to  the 
eaftward.  With  the  reft  of  their 
force  they  put  to  fea  the  evening 
of  the  13th,  to  interrupt  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  remaining  ftore- 
fhips ;  and  having  the  wind  at 
W.  N.  W.  they  bore  down  upon 
the  fleet  then  off  Fangerole*,  in 
order  of  battle.  Upon  fight  of 
the  fleet  (finding  to  the  fouth- 
ward)  about  nine  that  night,  they 
appeared  to  haul  to  the  wind  on 


*  Funcerola  is  fituated  fifteen  leagues  north -eaft  of  Gibraltar*  exattly 
between  Marvelia  and  Malaga. 
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the  larboard  tack.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  14th,  the  fleet  being  to 
the  fouthvvard  of  the  enemy  fix  or 
feven  leagues*  and  the  wind  chang¬ 
ing  foon  after  to  the  eaftward,  the 
opportunity  was  taken  to  pais 
fuch  of  the  flo re -fhips  as  were 
then  with  the  fleet  into  the  bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  18th  the 
reft  of  the  Aore-fhips,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  a  fpecial  rendez¬ 
vous  with  the  Buffalo*  on  fight 
of  the  enemy  on  the  13th,  (the 
Thompfon  victualler,  that  had 
parted  company  in  the  mean  time 
excepted)  were  likewife  anchored 
in  Refia  Bay.  The  troops*  em¬ 
barked  in  the  (hips  of  war*  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  large  fupply  of  powder, 
being  landed  at  the  fame  time, 
and  the  wants  of  the  garrifon 
ampiy  provided  for  in  every  re- 
fpeft,  I  propofed  taking  advantage 
immediately  of  the  eafferly  wind, 
which  had  prevailed  the  two  or 
three  preceding  days,  for  return¬ 
ing  through  the  Straits  to  the 
weffward. 

At  break  of  day  on  the  19th, 
the  combined  force  of  the  enemy 
was  feen  at  a  little  diflance  to  the 
N.  E.  The  fleet  being  at  that 
time  fo  nearly  between  Europa 
s.nd  Ceuta  Points,  that  there  was 
not  fpace  to  form  in  order  of 
battle  on  either  tack,  I  repaired 
the  Straits,  followed  by  the  enemy. 

The  wind  changing  next  morn¬ 
ing  (the  20th)  to  the  northward, 
the  combined  fleets  (confining  of 
forty- Ave  or  forty-fix  fhips  of  the 
line)  flill  retained  the  advantage 
of  the  wind. 

1  he  Britifli  fleet  being  formed 
to  leeward  to  receive  them,  they 
were  left,  uninterruptedly,  to  take 
Ihe  diflance  at  which  they  fliould 


think  fit  to  engage.  They  began, 
their  cannonade  at  fun-fet  on  the 
van  and  rear,  feeming  to  point 
their  chief  attack  on  the  latter, 
and  continued  their  fire  along  the 
whole  line,  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance,  and  with  little  effeft,  until 
ten  at  night.  It  was  returned  cc- 
caflonally  from  different  fhips  of 
the  fleet,  as  their  nearer  approach 
at  times  afforded  a  more  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  for  making  any 
impreffion  upon  them. 

The  enemy  hauling  their  wind, 
and  the  Britifli  fleet  keeping  on 
all  night  with  the  full  fail  diredled 
before  the  commencement  of  their 
fire,  the  fleets  are  now  much  fe- 
parated ;  but  as  I  conceive  the 
knowledge  of  the  relief  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  may  be  of  much  confe- 
quence  at  this  time,  I  take  the 
opportunity,  while  it  is  now  al- 
mofl:  calm,  and  the  fhips  are  re¬ 
fitting  the  damages  they  have 
fuftained  in  their  mails  and  rigging 
by  the  enemy’s  Are,  to  forward 
this  difpatch  without  further  delay, 
P>  S,  The  Minerva  naval  tranff 
port,  with  the  baggage  of  the  re¬ 
giments  embarked  in  the  fhips  of 
war,  feparated  from  the  fleet  in 
the  night  of  the  13th,  and  was,  I 
hear,  fince  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Extradl  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Vif- 
count  Howe  to  Mr.  Stephens  ; 
dated  on  board  the  Vidtory ,  at 
fea ,  Odd.  24,  1782. 

Si  r, 

DEEMING  it  eflential  to  hia 
Majefly’s  fervice,  that  the  debark¬ 
ation  of  the  troops  and  fiores  at 
Gibraltar  fliould  be  communicated 
to  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
Admiralty  as  foon  as  poflible,  I 
fent  the  Peggy  cutter  the  21  ft  inft. 

with 
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with  a  general  report  of  my  pro¬ 
ceedings,  in  execution  cf  my  orders,, 
to  that  period, 

A  duplicate  of  that  report  went 
in  the  Buffalo,  ordered  for  England 
the  next  day  on  account  of  the 
flate  of  her  wounded  mails ;  and  I 
enclofe  a  triplicate  of  the  fame  by 
this  conveyance,  to  connect  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  different  circumftances 
refpe&ing  the  employment  of  the 
fleet,  which  have  fince  occurred. 
Some  of  the  flips  having  fuflained 
more  damage  in  their  malls  and 
yards  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
on  the  20th  than  was  at  frit  ob- 
ferved,  the  necelfary  repairs  were 
not  completed  until  the  zzd.  But 
as  it  was  moltiy  calm  in  the  mean 
time  no  advantage  could  have  been 
made  of  an  opportunity  to  follow 
the  enemy,  (who,  when  laft  feen 
on  the  2 1  ft,  were  Handing  off  to 
3NL  N.  W.  by  the  wind  on  the  ftar- 
board  tack)  if  the  mails  had  been 
earlier  fecured. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
will  likewife  accompany  this  dif- 
patch.  I  have  only  to  exprefs  my 
regret,  that  the  little  confidence 
the  enemy  ftievved  in  their  fupe- 
riority,  by  keeping  always  as  near 
as  they  could  haul  to  the  wind, 
prevented  the  full  effedl  of  the 
animated  exertions,  which,  I  am 
fure,  would  have  been  made  by 
every  officer  and  feaman  in  the 
fleet  under  my  command,  if  they 
could  have  clofed  with  their  oppo¬ 
nents  :  but  as  I  judged  luch  nearer 
approach  could  not  then  be  fea- 
fonably  attempted,  I  made  no 
change  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
fhips  as  formed  at  firft  to  receive 
the  enemy. 

For  fimilar  reafons  I  do  not 
dwell  more  particularly  on  the 
merits  of  the  flag  officers  of  the 


fleet  on  the  fame  occafion,  being 
certain  they  would  difregard  any 
commendations  of  their  efforts  a- 
gainfl  an  enemy  who  declined  giv¬ 
ing  them  an  opportunity  to  dif- 
charge  the  duty  of  their  Rations, 
in  repelling  a  more  ferious  -attack : 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  the  advantages  derived 
to  his  majeftv’s  fervice,  from  the 
extenfive  knowledge  of  the  diffi¬ 
cult  navigation  within  the  Straits 
acquired  by,  and  the  unremitting 
affiduity  of  my  firft  captain,  Le- 
vefon  Gower. 

Having  had  but  very  little  wind 
from  the  N.  E.  chiefly  fince  the 
2 1  ft,  1  cannot  much  longer,  with 
prudence  (under  the  reduced  flate 
of  the  water  and  ftores  in  many  of 
the  fhips)  make  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  I  fuppofe  are 
on  their  return  to  Cadiz,  the  firft 
objedl  of  my  attention. 

Capt.  Duncan,  of  the  Victory, 
taking  his  paffage  in  the  Latona, 
is  charged  with  this  difpatch ;  and 
as  Capt.  Curtis,  who  was  fent  off 
to  me  for  the  laft  time  the  19th, 
with  Gen.  Eliott’s  confidential  fen- 
timents,  could  not  be  put  on  ihore 
again,  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  enemy  from  the  eaft- 
ward  that  morning,  I  have  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  command  the  Vic¬ 
tory  for  the  time  being,  until  their 
lordfhip’s  pleafure  is  fijgnified  for 
his  future  condudl. 


Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded \ 
from  the  Fire  of  the  Combined 
Fleets ,  03,  20,  1782. 


LINE  OF  BATTLE. 

Ran  Squad .  or  of  Commander  in  zd  /  of , 
Bivfi  or  Starboard  Dluifion. 

Seam,  or  Mar,  Officers, 
Ships  Names,  killed,  ivd.  killed,  ivd. 

Goiiah  4  14  ®  a 

Ganges  6  22-  0  1  , 

[£]  4  Royal 


1 
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Seam,  or  Mar .  Officers. 


Ships  Names. 

killed. 

1 vd.  killed,  ‘iv d. 

Royal  Wilham 
Britannia,  V.  A. 

2 

\  8 

11 

0 

2 

Barrington. 

12 

0 

1 

Atlas 

2 

3 

P 

0 

Ruby 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Second  or  Larboard  Diwjion . 

Panther 

2 

14 

X 

0 

Foudroyant 

4 

7 

0 

? 

Edgar,  Cammed. ' 
Hath  am. 

\  • 

6 

0 

Q 

Polyphemus 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Suffolk 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Vigilant 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Center  Squad,  or 

of  Commander 

in  Chief. 

Firji  or  Starboard  Dlvifinn. 

Courageux 

0 

4 

,  1 

0 

Crown 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Alexander 

a 

4 

0 

0 

Sampfon 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Princefs  Royal 
Viftory,  Com- 1 
piander  in  Chief.  \ 

1 

p 

Q 

p 

-  0 

0 

0 

0 

Second  or  Larboard  Diwfion, 

Blenheim 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Afia 

q 

0 

O 

0 

Egmont 

Queen,  R.  A.  j 

X 

0 

4 

O 

0 

Hood.  y 

X 

O 

0 

Bellona 

0 

0 

O 

0 

Rear  Squad,  or  of  Commander  in 

!  3 d  poll. 

Second  or  Starboard  Di-vifion. 

.  i 

Raifonable 

I 

0 

0 

O 

Fortitude' 
Princefs  Amelia, 

2 

7 

9 

0 

Q 

Rear  Ad.  Sir 

f  * 

5 

0 

4 

0 

R.  Hughes . 

3 

Berwick 

0 

5 

X 

0 

Bienfaifant 

2 

4 

0 

0 

Firji  or  Larboard  Dlvifion. 

Dublin 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cambridge 

3 

4 

i 

2 

Ocean,  Vice  Ad, 

Mil  bank. 

c  0 

0 

0 

0 

Union 

5 

*5 

0 

© 

Buffalo 

6 

14 

0 

2 

Vengeance 

2 

1 1 

0 

3 

Total,  68  killed  j  208  wounded. 

Frigates,  See.  as  before,  except 
tbe  Tifiphone,  difarmed,  and  laden 


with  powder,  left  at  Gibraltar  thg 
19th  inftant. 

Officers  Names  killed  and  wounded, 

G oli ah.  Mr.  Wheat!}/,  third  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  Mr.  Wooden,  mailer, 
flightly  wounded. 

Ganges .  Capt.  Fielding,  wounded 
in  the  arm.  . 

Royal  William.  Mr.  Willis,  fecond 
lieutenant,  loft  his  right  thigh, 
the  third  lieutenant  wounded  in 
leg  and  arm. 

Britannia.  Boatfwain  wounded, 
loft  his  leg. 

Panther .  Mr.  Robert  Sturges, 
midfhipman,  killed, 

C ourageux.  Mr.  Auguftus  Her- 

vey,  midfhipman,  killed. 

Berwick.  Mr.  John  Lampen, 
fourth  lieutenant,  killed. 
Cambridge .  Mr.  Baxter,  midfhip¬ 
man,  killed. 

Buffalo.  Boatfwain  and  maker’s 
mate  wounded. 

Vengeance.  Second  lieutenant  Eaft- 
ly,  wounded. 

Howe, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis ,  of  his  Majejly' s  Jhip  Bril¬ 
liant,  to  Mr.  Stephens/. ;  dated  Camp 
at  Europa ,  Gibraltar ,  September 
15,  1782. 

BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  my  Lords 
Commiflioners  that  the  combined 
fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  confid¬ 
ing  of  thirty-eight  fail  of  the  line, 
arrived  in  this  bay  on  the  12th 
inftant;  fix  fail  of  the  line  were 
here  before. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  the  ten  battering 
Ihips  of  the  enemy  lying  at  the 
head  of  the  bay,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Admiral  Moreno,  began 
to  get  under  fail  in  order  to  come 
again#  the  garrifon ;  every  thing 
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$vas  in  readinefs  for  their  recep¬ 
tion.  At  ten  the  admiral’s  fnip 
was  placed  about  one  thoufand 
yards  from  the  King’s  Bullion, 
and  commenced  his  lire.  T.he 
others  were  very  ihortly  afterward? 
polled  to  the  north  and  fouth  of 
him,  at  fmall  diflances  afunder, 
and  began  their  cannonade.  \  hey 
were  all  fixed  to  the  Hations  al¬ 
lotted  them  in  a  mailerly  manner. 
Our  batteries  opened  as  the  enemy 
came  before  them :  the  fire  was 
very  heavy  on  both  fides :  the  red- 
hot  fhot  were  font  with  inch  pre- 
cifion  from  the  garrifon,  that  in 
the  afternoon  the  fmoke  was  feen  to 
ilfue  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Ad¬ 
miral,  and  one  other,  and  men  were 
perceived  to  be  ufing  fire  engines 
and  pouring  water  into  the  holes, 
endeavouring  to  extinguilh  the  fire. 
Their  efforts  proved  ineffectual ; 
by  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  the 
two  before-mentioned  were  in 
flames,  and  feveral  others  actually 
on  fire,  though  as  yet  not  in  fo 
great  a  degree.  Confufion  was 
now  plainly  obferved  among  them, 
and  the  numerous  rockets  thrown 
tip  from  each  of  the  (hips,  was  a 
clear  demonltration  of  their  great 
dill  refs :  their  fignals  were  an- 
fwered  from  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and 
they  immediately  began  to  take 
away  the  men,  it  being  impolfible 
to  remove  the  Ihips.  I  thought 
this  a  fit  opportunity  to  employ 
my  gun  boats,  and  I  advanced 
with  the  whole,  (12  in  number, 
each  carrying  a  twenty-four  or 
eighteen-pounder)  and  drew  them 
up  fo  as  to  flank  the  line  of  the 
enemy’s  battering  Ihips,  while  they 
were  annoyed  extremely  by  an  ex- 
celflve  heavy  and  well  -  directed 
fire  from  the  garrifon.  The 
fire  from  the  gun-boats  was  kept 
up  with  great  vigQur  and  cffeCt. 


The  boats  of  the  enemy  durft  not 
approach ;  they  abandoned  their 
Ihips  and  the  men  left  in  them  to 
cur  mercy,  or  to  the  flames.  The 
day-light  now  appeared,  and  two 
felucas,  which  had  not  yet  efcaped, 
endeavoured  to  get  away  ;  but  a 
ftiot  from  a  gun-boat,  killing  five 
men  on  board  one  of  them,  they 
fubmitted.  The  feene  at  this 
time  before  me  was  dreadful  to  a 
high  degree :  numbers  of  men 
crying  from  amidit  the  flames^ 
Tome  upon  pieces  of  wood  in  the 
water,  others  appearing  in  the 
fhips  where  the  fire  had  as  yet 
made  but  little  progrefs,  all  ex¬ 
prefling  by  fpeech  and  gelture  the 
deepeft  diltrefs,  and  all  imploring 
affi fiance,  formed  a  fpeCtacle  of 
horror  not  ealily  to  be  deferibed. 
Every  exertion  was  made  to  re¬ 
lieve  them;  and  I  have  inexpref- 
fible  happinefs  in  informing  my 
lords,  that  the  number  laved  a  - 
mounts  to  13  officers  and  344.  mem 
One  officer  and  29  wounded,  (forne 
of  them  dreadfully)  taken  from 
among  the  llain  in  the  holds,  are 
in  our  hofpital,  and  many  of  them 
in  a  fair  way.  The  blowing  up 
of  the  fnips  around  us,  as  the  fire 
got  to  the  magazines,  and  the 
firing  of  the  cannon  of  others,  as 
the  metal  became  heated  by  the 
flames,  rendered  this  a  very  peri¬ 
lous  employment ;  but  we  felt  it 
as  much  a  duty  to  make  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  relieve  our  enemies  from 
fo  fhocking  a  fituation,  as  an  hour 
before  we  did  to  affilt  in  conquer¬ 
ing  them.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy 
mult  have  been  very  confiderable. 
Great  numbers  were  killed  on 
board,  and  in  boats.  Several 
launches  were  funk.  In  one  of 
them  were  fourfeore  men,  who 
were  all  drowned,  except  an  offi¬ 
cer  aad  twelve  of  them,  who  were 

floated 
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floated  under  our  walls  upon  the 
wreck.  It  was  impoflible  that 
greater  exertions  could  have  been 
made  to  prevent  it,  but  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  a  great 
many  wounded  periiked  in  the 
flames.  All  the  battering  (hips 
were  fet  on  fire  by  our  hot  fliot 
except  one,  which  we  afterwards 
burnt.  The  admiral  left  his  flag 
flying,  and  it  was  confumed  with 
the  fhip, 

A  large  hole  w,as  beat  in  the 
bottom  of  my  boat ;  my  coxfwain 
was  killed,  and  two  of  the  crew 
were  wounded  by  pieces  of  timber 
falling-  on  her  when  one  of  the 
battering  fhips  blew  up.  The 
fame  caufe  funk  one  of  my  gun¬ 
boats,  and  damaged  another. 

Two  of  the  enemies  bomb- 
ketches  were  brought  forward*  and 
continued  to  throw  fhells  into  the 
garrifon  during  the  attack  of  the 
battering  fhips. 

A  considerable  detachment  of 
feamen  did  duty  as  artillerifls 
upon  the  batteries,  and  gave  great 
fatisfaclion. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  of  feamen  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  in  whatever  fituations  they 
were  placed,  behaved  in  a  man¬ 
ner  highly  becoming  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe 
herewith  a  lift  of  the  battering 
fhips.  They  were  of  different 
iizes,  from  1400  to  600  tons  bur¬ 
then.  Their  guns,  in  all  212, 
were  brafs  twenty -fix  pounders, 
and  entirely  new. 

The  enemy  had  collected,  from 
different  ports,  between  two  and 
three  hundred  large  boats,  befides 
a  vaft  number  belonging  to  this 
vicinity,  to  be  employed  in  car¬ 
rying  troops,  or  any  other  fervic.es 
conne&ed  with  their  operations 
again  if  this  fortrefs. 


The  lofs  in  the  brigade  of  fea«* 
men  on  the  13th  and  14th,  conff* 
dering  the  nature  of  the  attack, 
has  been  very  trifling,  having  only 
one  killed  and  five  wounded. 

State  of  the  combined  force  of  the 
enemy  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  at 
the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  ten 
battering  fhips ,  on  the  J  gth  of 
September ,  1782. 

Spanifh  fhips  of  three  decks  2 

Of  the  line  28 

French  fhips  of  three  decks  5 

Of  the  line  @  r  «  9 


Spanifh  fhips  from  50  to  60  guns  3 
Battering  fhips  -  -  10 

Floating  battery  1 

Bomb  ketches  -  -  5 

Befides  frigates,  zebecks,  many 
fmaller  cruisers,  a  great  number 
of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  boats. 

Roger  Curtis, 

A  Lift  of  the  Spanijh  battering  fhips 


burnt  before  Gibi 

- altar , 

on  the 

i\th  of  September) 

1782. 

* 

Gum 

Guns 

in  ufe. 

in  rejer’ve? 

Paftora,  the  Admiral 

21 

IO 

Paula,  Prima  - 

21 

IO 

Talla  Piedra  - 

21 

IO 

El  Rofario 

19 

IO 

St.  Chriffoval 

l8 

IO 

Principe  Carlos 

1 1 

4 

Paula,  Secunda 

9 

4 

Saint  Juan 

9 

4 

Santa  Anna 

"  7 

4 

Los  Dolores 

6 

'  4 

142 

70 

70 

Total  of  guns  - 

212 

The  proportion  of  men  on  board 
them  was  thirty-fix  for  each  of  the 


guns 
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guns  in  ufe,  exclufive  of  officers 
and  marines  for  working  the  {hips. 

Roger  Curtis. 

Extract  of  a  better  from  Captain 

Curtis ,  of  bis  Majejfy>s  Jhip  Bril¬ 
liant ,  to  Mr.  Stephens ;  dated 

Camp  at  Eurcpa,  Oci.  1 6,  1782. 

ON  the  evening  of  the  8  th  in  ft, 
jt  being  deemed  proper  to  ufe  all 
means  to  fend  home  an  account  of 
the  late  events  at  this  place,  which 
had  hitherto  been  impoflible,  the 
Governor  purchaft-d  a  fmall  vefTel, 
and  Ihe  was  fent  off  for  Leghorn, 
or  any  other  port  in  Italy,  with 
cur  difpatches. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  ioth,  it 
blew  very  frefh  from  the  fouth 
weft.  The  enemy  made  many  fig-., 
nals  along  fhore,  and  two  frigates 
and  a  cutter  arrived  from  the  weft- 
ward.  Towards  the  following 
morning  the  gale  increafed,  and 
the  guns  of  didrefs  were  heard 
from  the  combined  fleets  in  the 
bay.  Juft  at  the  break  of  day, 
the  St.  Michael,  a  Spanifh  fhip, 
mounting  72  guns,  was  difeovered 
very  near  the  garrifon  in  a  crippled 
ftate,  and  after  having  two  men 
killed  and  two  wounded  from  the 
fire  of  our  batteries,  {he  fell  on 
fhore  near  to  the  louth  baftion. 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  fleet  of 
the  enemy  appeared  to  have  fuf- 
fered  confiderably  by  the  gale.  A 
fhip  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  were 
on  fhore  near  the  Orange  Grove ; 
a  French  fhip  of  the  line  had  loft 
her  fore-maft  and  bowfprit.  A 
fhip  of  three  decks  and  another  of 
the  line  were  forced  from  their 
anchors,  and  ran  to  the  eaftward ; 
feveral  others  were  driven  far  over 
towards  the  garrifon,  but  withal  to 
the  northward.  I  took  poffeftion 
of  the  St.  Michael  as  foon  as-pof- 


flble,  landed  the  prifoners,  and 
carried  out  anchors  to  prevent  her 
going  further  on  fhore.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  faving  her :  fhe  is  3, 
very  fine  fhip,  and  was  commanded 
by  Don  Juan  Moreno,  a  Chef 
D’Efcadre,  and  had  on  board 
about  650  men. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
nth,  the  fignals  made  by  the 
enemy  indicated  the  approach  of 
the  Britifh  fleet.  The  Latona  an¬ 
chored  in  the  bay  foon  after  fun- 
fet.  Only  four  of  the  convoy- 
fetched  into  anchorage,  the  re¬ 
mainder  were  driven  to  the  back 
of  the  rock,  to  which  place  the 
fleet  alfo  repaired, 

Extratt  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis ,  to  Mr.  Stephens  ;  dated  ort 
board  the  Victory ,  at  Sea ,  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  1782. 

THE  Admiral,  Lord  Howe, 
having  conduded  the  remaining 
fhips  of  his  convoy  into  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar  on  the  evening  of  the 
1 8th,  and  landed  the  troops  at  the 
fame  time.  General  Eliott  charged 
me  with  the  final  communications 
his  Excellency  had  to  make  to  his 
lordfhip,  and  I  embarked  on  board 
the  .Latona  frigate,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  repairing  to  the  Vidory, 
and  left  the  Bay  about  midnight. 
'Fhe  fituation  of  the  enemy’s  fleet 
the  next  morning,  cut  oft'  my  re¬ 
turn  to  Gibraltar,  and  I  was  put 
on  board  this  fhip  in  the  evening, 
when  the  fleet  brought  to,  after  it 
had  gained  the  Atlantic. 

I  have  great  pleafure  in  ac¬ 
quainting  my  lords,  that  the  St. 
Michael,  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of 
72  guns,  which  being  driven  from 
her  anchors  in  a  gale  of  wind  very 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  nth, 
and  captured  under  the  walls  of 

Gibraltar, 
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Gibraltar,  as  mentioned  in  my  let¬ 
ter  of  the  1 6th,  was  got  off  on 
the  17th,  and  has  not  received 
the  leaf:  damage.  She  is  a  very 
fine  {hip  of  large  dimenftons ;  and 
I  am  forty  that  having  loft  her 
Hiizen-maft,  and  the  moft  of  her 
floras  being  taken  out  to  lighten 
her,  it  was  impoflible  to  fend  her 
home  with  the  feet. 

The  enemy  threw  a  prodigious 
number  of  {hells  at  the  Saint  Mi¬ 
chael,  while  {he  was  on  ftiore, 
with  the  intent  to  deftroy  her; 
and  they  annoyed  us  exceffively  in 
the  getting  her  off,  but  without 
any  obftru&ion.  to  our  work,  or 
doing  us  any  material  damage. 

Wjc-  1  1  'lim  'f  ■*»!  Hi  mi  «w  v.«n«*  mma  «■»  '  >«,  >■  ■  i  ■  "  ■«  1  *■  1  ‘  “  ¥:’r 

Admiralty  Office,  Nov,  3 p,  1782. 

Lieutenant  Alexander  Allen  (com¬ 
mander  of  his  majefty’s  armed 
tranfport  the  Royal  Charlotte) 
arrived  ai  this  office  yefterday, 
with  difpatches  from  Vice  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  of  which  the 
following  are  extracts, 

ffxtrafits  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hughes  to  Mr,  Stephens  ; 
dated  on  Board  his  Majeji’fs  Jhip 
Superbe,  at  Sea ,  April 4,  1782. 

SAILED  on  the  31ft  of  Janua¬ 
ry  from  Trincamale  for  Madras 
Road,  in  order  to  get  a  fupply  of 
proviftons  and  ftores,  of  both 
which  the  fhips  were  than  in 
want. 

On  the  8th  of  February  I  an¬ 
chored  in  Madras  Road,  and  the 
fame  day  received  advice  from 


Lord  Macartney,  the  governor  of 
that  place,  that  a  French  fqua- 
dron,  confiding  of  thirty  fail  of 
flips  and  vefiels,  was  at  anchor 
about  twenty  leagues  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  that  port.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  9th,  Captain  Alms, 
in  his  majefty’s  flip  Monmouth, 
with  the  Hero,  Ills,  and  the 
armed  tranfport  Manilla,  joined 
me  in  the  road.  I  continued  to 
ufe  all  poilible  diligence  in  get¬ 
ting  the  neceffary  ftores  and  pro- 
vifions  on  board  the  feveral  flips 
until  the  15  th  of  February,  when 
the  enemy’s  fquadron,  confifting 
of  12  fail  of  line  of  battle  fhips, 
6  frigates,  8  tranfports,  and  6  cap¬ 
tured  veffels,  came  in  fight  to  the 
northward.  Handing  for  Madras 
Road,  and  about  noon,  the  fame 
day,  anchored  about  four  miles 
without  the  road.  In  the  mean 
time  I  placed  his  majefty’s  flips 
in  the  moft  advantageous  manner 
to  defend  themfelves,  and  the 
other  fhips  in  the  road  with  fprings 
on  their  cables,  that  they  might 
bring  their  broadfides  to  bear  more 
effectually  on  the  enemy,  fiould 
they  attempt  an  attack. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the 
enemy  weighed  and  food  to  the 
fouthward,  when  I  immediately 
made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  and 
flood  after  them,  having  received 
on  board  a  detachment  of  300 
officers  and  men  of  his  majefty’s 
9  8  tli  regiment,  who  were  diftri- 
buted  to  the  flips  of  the  fquadron 
that  vvere  the  vvorft  manned.  I 
flood  with  the  fquadron,  as  per 
margin  *,  to  the  fouthward  all 
that  night  under  an  eafy  fail,  and 
in  the  morning  at  day-light  found 


*  Superbe,  Exeter,  Monarca,  Hero,  Worcefter,  Burford,  Monmouth,  Eagle, 
Ills,  Seahorfe,  Combifttion, 


the 
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the  enemy’s  fhips  had  feparated  in 
the  night;  their  12  line  of  battle 
ihips  and  a  frigate  bearing  eaft  of 
me,  diflant  about  four  leagues, 
and  10  fail  of  their  frigates  and 
tranfports  bearing  S.  W.  diflant 
about  three  leagues,  and  fleering 
a  dire#  courfe  for  Pondicherry; 
on  which  I  inflantly  made  the  fig- 
nal  for  a  general  chace  to  the 
S.  W.  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  come 
up  with  and  take  their  tranfports, 
well  knowing  the  enemy’s  line  of 
battle  fhips  would  follow  to  pro¬ 
tect  them,  all  in  their  power.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  chace,  our  cop¬ 
per-bottomed  fhips  came  up  with 
and  captured  fix  fail  of  fhips  and 
veffels,  five  of  which  were  Eng- 
lifh,  taken  by  the  enemy  when  to 
the  northward  of  Madras,  out  of 
which  I  ordered  the  Frenchmen 
to  be  taken,  and  the  veffels  to 
proceed  with  their  own  crews  to 
Negapatam ;  the  fixth  was  the 
Lauriilon,  a  tranfport,  having 
on  board  many  French  officers, 
300  men  of  the  regiment  of  Lau- 
fanne,  and  laden  with  guns,  fhot, 
powder,  and  other  military  ilores : 
this  fhip,  fo  valuable  to  us,  and 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  the 
enemy,  was  taken  by  Captain 
Lumley,  of  his  majeffy’s  fhip  Ids. 

So  foon  as  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
difeovered  mv  intention  to  chafe 
their  tranfports,  they  put  before 
the  wind,  and  made  all  the  fail 
they  could  after  me ;  and,  by 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
four  of  their  befl  failing  line  of 
battle  fhips  were  got  within  two  or 
three .  miles  of  our  flernmcfl  fhips, 
and  the  fhips  in  chace  were  very 
much  fpread  by  the  enemy’s  fhips 
they  were  chafing  fleering  differ¬ 
ent  courfes,  fome  to  the  S.  E.  q- 
thers  to  the  S.  and  feveral  to  the 


S.  W.  I  therefore  judged  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  the  fignal  for  the 
chafing  fhips  to  join  me,  which 
they  all  did  about  feven  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  and  I  continued 
Handing  to  the  S.  E.  under  an 
eafy  fail,  all  that  night,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fquadron  in  fight,  and  mak¬ 
ing  many  fignals. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  the  body  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  bore  N.  by  E.  of  ours, 
diflant  about  thrfee  leagues,  the 
weather  very  hazy,  with  light 
winds  and  frequent  fqualls,  of 
fhort  duration,  from  the  N.  N.  E. 
the  enemy  crouding  all  the  fail 
they  could  towards  our  fquadron. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to 
form  the  line  of  battle  a -head  ;  at 
25  minutes  pall  eight,  our  line  a- 
head  being  formed  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  from  the  want  of  wind 
and  frequent  intervals  of  calms,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  the  leading 
fhip  to  make  the  fame  fail  as  the 
admiral,  and  made  fail  formed  in 
the  line  a-head,  intended  to  wea¬ 
ther  the  enemy,  that  I  might  en¬ 
gage  them  ciofely.  At  ten  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  having  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  fqualls  from  the 
N.  N.  E.  (which  always  reached 
them  fir  ft,  and  in  confequence 
continued  longed  with  them)  near¬ 
ed  us  very  fail,  and  I  made  the 
fignal  for  our  line  to  alter  the 
courfe  two  points  to  leeward,  the 
enemy  then  fleering  down  on  the 
rear  of  our  line,  in  an  irregular 
double  line  a-breaft.  At  half  pail 
noon,  I  made  the  fignal  for  our 
fquadron  to  form  the  line  of  battle 
a-breaft,  in  order  to  draw  the  rear 
of  our  line  clofer  to  the  centre, 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
breaking  in  on  it,  and  attacking 

it 
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it  when  feparated.  At  three  in 
the  afternoon,  the  enemy  flill 
pufhing  on  to  our  rear  in  a  dou¬ 
ble  line  a-breaft,  I  again  altered 
my  courfe  in  the  line,  in  order  to 
draw  our  fhips  hill  elofer  to  the 
centre ;  and,  at  40  minutes  after 
three,  finding  it  impoffible  to  a- 
■void  the  enemy’s  attack,  under 
ail  the  difad  vantages  of  little  or 
mo  wind  to  work  our  (hips,  and  of 
being  to  leeward  of  them,  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to  form 
at  once  into  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head.  At  four  the  Exeter  (which 
was  the  Hern  mo  ft  fhip  in  our  rear 
when  formed  in  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on  the  larboard  tack)  not 
being  quite  clofed  to  her  fecond 
a-head,  three  of  the  enemy’s  fhips 
in  their  fir  ft  line  bore  right  down 
upon  her,  whilft  four  more  of 
their  fecond  line,  headed  by  the 
Hero,  in  which  fhip  Monf.  Suf« 
frein  had  his  flag,  hauled  along 
the  outfide  of  the  firft  line  towards 
our  centre.  At  five  minutes  paft 
four,  the  enemy’s  three  (hips  be¬ 
gan  their  fire  on  the  Exeter,  which 
was  returned  by  her,  and  her  fe¬ 
cond  a-head.  At  ten  minutes  paft 
four  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle, 
and  at  12  minutes  paft,  the  adlion 
became  general  from  our  rear  to 
our  centre,  the  commanding  fhip 
of  the  enemy,  with  three  others 
cf  their  fecond  line,  leading  down 
on  our  centre,  yet  never  at  any 
time  advancing  farther  than  op- 
pofite  to  the  Superbe,  our  centre 
fhip,  with  little  or  no  wind,  and 
fome  heavy  rain  during  the  en¬ 
gagement. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the 
enemy  brought  eight  of  their  belt 
fhips  to  the  attack  of  five  of  ours, 
as  the  van  of  our  line,  confifting 
of  the  Monmouth,  Eagle,  Bur- 
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ford,  and  Worcefter,  could  not  be 
brought  into  a&ion,  without  tack¬ 
ing  on  the  enemy;  and  although 
the  fignal  for  that  purpofe  was  at 
the  maft  head  ready  for  hoiking* 
there  Was  neither  wind  fufficient  to 
enable  them  to  tack,  nor  for  the 
five  fhips  of  our  centre  and  rear* 
then  engaged  with  the  enemy", 
hard  preffed,  and  much  difabled 
in  their  mails,  fails,  and  rigging* 
to  follow  them,  without  an  almoft 
certainty  of  feparating  our  van 
from  our  rear. 

At  fix  in  the  afternoon  a  fquall 
of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  took  our 
Hups,  and  paid  their  heads  round 
on  the  eneifiy  to  the  north  eaft- 
ward,  when  the  engagement  was 
renewed  by  our  five  fhips,"  with 
great  fpirit  and  alacrity,  from  our 
llarboard  guns ;  and  at  25  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  fix,  juft  before  dark, 
the  enemy’s  fhips  engaged  with 
ours,  having  vifibly  fuffered  fe- 
verely,  the  whole  of  them  haul¬ 
ed  their  wind,  and  flood  to  the 
N.E. 

At  this  time  the  Superbe  had 
loft  her  main-yard,  fhot  into  two 
pieces  in  the  flings,  had  five  feet 
water  in  her  hold,  and  continued 
for  fome  time  to  gain  on  all  her 
pumps,  until  feverai  of  the  largeft 
fhot-holes  under  water  were  plug¬ 
ged  up,  and  neither  brace  nof 
bow-line  left  entire  ;  and  the  Ex¬ 
eter,  reduced  almoft  to  the  flats 
of  a  wreck,  had  made  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs.  The  other  three  fhips  in 
our  rear,  the  Monarca,  Ifis,  and 
Hero,  had  fuffered  lefs,  as  the 
enemy’s  fire  appeared  plainly  to  be 
directed  principally  againft  the 
Superbe  and  Exeter. 

it  is  with  particular  pleafure 
I  have  to  acquaint  their  lord  fhips, 
that  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
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Jive  {hips,  engaged  againd  To  fii- 
perior  a  force  of  the  enemy,  be¬ 
haved  through  the  whole  adlion 
with  the  greated  deadinefs  and 
bravery. 

After  the  adlion  I  dood  to  the 
fouthvvard  under  little  fail  all 
night ;  and  in  the  morning,  at 
day  -  light,  found  the  Superbe’s 
main-mall,  fore-mad,  and  bowforit 
fo  much  wounded,  as  to  render  it 
exceedingly  dangerous  to  carry 
fail  on  them ;  the  Exeter’s  malls 
were  alfo  much  damaged,  and  the 
fhot-holes,  in  all  the  fhips  that 
had  been  engaged,  fo  far  under 
water,  as  to  render  it  impofilble 
to  dop  them,  but  by  giving  the 
Hiips  deep  heels  in  fmooth  water; 
all  which,  and  the  wind  continu¬ 
ing  to  blow  from-  the  northward, 
determined  me  to  proceed  to  Trin- 
camale,  as  the  only  proper  place 
to  refit  the  difabled  fihips,  and  I 
accordingly  arrived  there  on  the 
24th ;  and  having  done,  with  the 
utmod  expedition,  what  repairs 
were  abfolutely  neceffary  to  put 
the  difabled  fhips  into  a  condition 
for  fervice,  I  failed  from  that 
place  with  the  fquadron  on  the 
4th  of  lad  month/  On  the  12th  I 
arrived  at  Madras  with  the  fqua¬ 
dron,  having  feen  nothing  of  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  on  my  paffage 
from  Trincamale  to  that  place. 
The  accompanying  enclofure  con¬ 
tains  an  exadt  lid  of  their  fquadron, 
and  the  number  of  troops  embark¬ 
ed  on  it  at  the  Mauritius.  This 
fquadron  was  commanded  by  M. 
D’Orve  when  it  left  the  Elands  ; 
but  he  dying  a  few  days  after  its 
arrival  on  this  coad,  the  command 
devolved  on  Monfieur  Suffrein. 
On  their  pafiage  from  the  iflands 
to  this  coad  they  fell  in  with  his 
majedy’s  fhip  the  Hannibal,  Capt. 
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Chridie,  off  the  Wed  coad  of  Su  ¬ 
matra,  and  took  her :  this  fhip 
raifed  the  number  of  their  line  of 
battle  to  twelve,  againd  nine  un¬ 
der  my  command;  had  die  joined 
me,  our.  difparity  both  in  number 
and  force  would  not  have  been  fo 
great. 

1  am  much  concerned  to  inform 
their  lordihips,  that  his  majedy’s 
floop  the  Chafer,  commanded  by 
Captain  Parr,  was  captured  by  the 
enemy’s  frigate,  the  Eellona,  in 
her  way  to  Madras  Road,  from  a 
cruize  on  the  northern  part  of  this 
coad. 

April  4,  1782. 

A  lift  of  the  names ,  force ,  and  com* 
wanders  of  the  French  fquadron ? 
novo  on  the  Coromandel  coaf ,  and 
of  the  land  forces  embarked  on 
them ,  and  tranfports  at  the  Mau¬ 
ritius,  the  yth  of  December  laf9 
and  novo  lauded  to  join  Hyder 
Ally . 


Ships  of  line.  Guns 
L’Hero  74 


Commanders.  Meiu 
M.  du  Suffrien  ?  A  . 
Chef  d’Efcadrei  a 


L’ Orient  74  Capt.  Du  Pallaire 

625 

L’Annibal  74 

Tromelin 

625 

Le  Brilliant  64 

St.  Felix 

51S 

L’Ajax  64 

Bouvet 

516 

La  Severe  64 

Sultier 

516 

Le  Sphyrix  64 

Du  chateau 

51G 

LeArtefien  64 

L’Androis 

51S 

Le  Vengeur  64 

Forbin 

LaFlamand  50 

DeQueberville  43© 

Eng.Hannib.  co 

Frigates. 

LaPurvoyufe4o  Cap 

t.  Du  Galle 

400 

La  Fine  40 

Perier  de  Salvert 

400 

La  Beilona  36 

Bovard  iff:  officer 

35o 

La  Subtile  23 

De  Reaulieu 

240 

La  Silphide  iS 

200 

La  Diligente  0 

80 

Flutes  and  Tranfports . 
Lauridon,  Bon  Amis,  Maurepas,. 
Brilon,  Deux  Amis,  Eille  U- 
nique,  St.  Ann,  Ducide,  Tuf» 
cany. 


Land 
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Land  Forces. 
Regiment  d’Auflrafie 

de  rifle  de  France 
'De  Legion  du  Laufanne 
Molontiers  de  Bourbon 
De  Regiment  d’Artillerie 
Cadres  of  the  Iflands 
Sepoys 


Men. 

650 

Boo 

445 

1 39 
200 

1157 

47 


.  t.  t  3457 

Ahfrati  of  ihc  Killed  and  Wounded 


Ships. 

Kd. 

Wd. 

Tot. 

Superbe 

1 1 

25 

36 

Exeter 

30 

45 

55 

Monarca 

I 

5 

6 

Hero 

9 

17 

26 

Ms 

1 

3 

4 

95 

12  7 

Among  whom 

were 

the  under * 

-men- 

tioned  Officers ,  viz. 

Superbe.  ■*—  Captain  Stephens, 
bounded,  (  fince  dead. )  Lieu¬ 
tenants,  Hughes  and  Newcombe, 
wounded. 

Exeter.  «—  Captain  Reynolds, 
killed  ;  Lieutenant  Charles  Jones, 
wounded. 

Mxtrd.il  bf  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edw. 
Hughes,  to  Mr.  Stephens ;  dated 
m  Board  his  Majeffs  Ship  Su¬ 
per  be,  in  Trincarnale  Bay,  May 
xc,  1782. 

1HAD  the  pleafure  to  addrefs 
you  by  letter  on  the  4th  of  lad 
month,  and  have  now  that  of  com¬ 
municating  to  you,  for  their  lord- 
fbips  further  information,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  die  tranfacb’ons  of  his 
majelly’s  fquadron  as  pei*  mar¬ 
gin  *,  and  of  the  enemy’s  to  this 
time. 


In  my  lad,  I  mentioned  th$ 
jun&ion  of  his  majefly’s  fhips  Sul¬ 
tan  and  Magnanime  with  the 
fquadron  on  the  30th  of  March  % 
both  Chips  were  then  very  fickly, 
and  much  reduced  by  tbefcurvy; 
but  as  I  had  on  board  the  fqua^ 
dron  a  reinforcement  of  troops  for 
this  garrifon,  and  a  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  I  judged  it  mod 
for  the  public  fervice.i  efpecially 
as  I  knew  the  enemy’s  fquadrc-n 
was  to  the  fouthvvard,  not  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Madras  to  land  the  lick 
and  feorbutic  of  thefe  two  imps* 
but  to  proceed  direclly  for  Trinca- 
male,  and  there  to  land  the  rein¬ 
forcement  and  military  flores,  as 
well  as  the  fick  of  the  Sultan  and 
Magnanime^  without  either  feeking 
or  fliunning  the  enemy. 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution 
I  flood  with  the  fquadron  to  the 
fouthward,  and  on  the  6th  of.  A* 
pril  fell  in  with  a  French  £hip, 
laft  from  Mauritius,  having  on 
board  difpatches  from  France  for 
their  commanders  in  chief  by  fea 
and  land ;  this  fhip  was  chafed  on 
fhore  and  burnt  near  Tranquebar, 
the  officers  and  men  efcaping  with 
the  difpatches. 

On  the  8th,  about  noon,  1  came 
in  fight  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron, 
confiding  of  18  fail,  in  the  N.  E. 
quarter,  and  continued  my  courfe 
for  this  place.  On  the  9th,  10th, 
and  x  ith,  the  enemy  fliil  in  fight. 
On  the  nth,  having  made  the 
coafl  of  Ceylon,  about  15  leagues 
to  windward  of  Trincarnale,  I 
bore  away  for  that  place.  On  the 
1 2th,  at  day  -  light,  the  pofkion 
of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  being  al¬ 
tered  by  my  bearing  away,  fo.  as 


f  Superbe,  Sultan,  Hero,  Monarca,  Burford,  Exeter,  Magnanime,  Monmouth 
Worcefter,  Eagle,  liis,  Seahorfe,  Combuflion  fire-ihip. 
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to  give  them  the  wind  of  ours,  I 
difcovered  them  crouding  all  the 
fail  they  could  fet  after  us ;  and 
their  coppered  bottomed  fhips 
coming  fall  up  with  the  fhips  in 
our  rear,  I  therefore  determined  to 
engage  them. 

At  nine  in  the  forenoon  I  made 
the  fignal  for  the  fhips  in  our  fqua- 
dron  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on  the  (larboard  tack,  at  two 
cables  length  diilance  from  each 
other,  the  enemy  then  bearing 
N  by  E.  diflant  about  fix  miles, 
and  the  wind  at  N.  by  E.  they 
continued  manoeuvring  their  fhips, 
and  changing  their  pofitions  in 
their  line  till  fifteen  minutes 
pad  noon,  when  they  bore  away 
to  engage  us ;  five  fail  of  their 
van  firetching  along  to  engage 
the  fhips  of  our  van,  and  the 
other  feven  fail  fleering  direCt- 
ly  on  our  center  fhips,  the  Su- 
perbe,  the  Monmouth  her  fecond 
a-head,  and  the  Monarca  her  fe¬ 
cond  a-dern.  At  half  pad  one 
the  engagement  began  in  the  van  of 
both  fquadrons ;  three  minutes  after 
I  made  the  fignal  for  battle.  The 
French  admiral  in  the  Hero,  and 
his  fecond  a-dern  the  L’Orient, 
bore  down  on  the  Suberbe  within 
pidol  fhot.  The  Hero  continued 
her  pofition,  giving  and  receiving 
a  fevere  fire  for  nine  minutes,  and 
then  dood  on  greatly  damaged  to 
attack  the  Monmouth,  at  that 
time  engaged  with  another  of  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  making  room  for 
the  fhips  in  his  rear  to  come  up 
to  the  attack  of  our  center,  where 
the  engagement  was  hotted.  At 
three  the  Monmouth  had  her 
mizen-mad  fhot  away,  and,  in  a 
few  minutes  after,  her  main-mad, 
and  bore  out  of  the  line  to  lee¬ 
ward.  And  at  40  minutes  pad 
three,  the  wind  unexpectedly  con- 
«  Vol.  XXV. 
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tinuing  far  northerly,'  without  any 
fea  breeze,  and  being  careful  not 
to  entangle  our  fhips  with  the 
fhore,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fquadron  to  wear,  and  haul  their 
wind  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head 
on  the  larboard  tack,  dill  engag¬ 
ing  the  enemy.  At  40  minutes 
pad  five,  being  in  fifteen  fathom 
water,  and  apprehenfive  led  the 
Monmouth  might,  in  her  difabled 
date,  drive  too  near  the  fhore,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  the  fquadron 
to  prepare  to  anchor.  At  40  mi¬ 
nutes  pad  fix  the  enemy’s  fqua¬ 
dron  drew  off  in  great  diforder  to 
the  eadward,  and  the  engagement 
ceafed,  their  admiral  having  fhift- 
ed  his  dag  from  the  Hero  to  the 
French  Hannibal,  on  account  of 
the  Hero’s  difabled  date ;  and 
foon  after  I  anchored  with  the 
fquadron,  the  Superbe  clofe  to 
the  Monmouth,  in  order  to  repair 
our  damages,  which  on  board  the 
Superbe  and  Monmouth  were  very 
great  in  the  hulls,  mads,  fails  and 
rigging ;  and  almod  all  the  fhips 
had  fufFered  confiderably  in  their 
mads,  fails,  and  rigging. 

Much  about  this  time  the  French 
frigate,  La  Fine,  being  ordered, 
I  fuppofe*  to  tow  and  affid  their 
difabled  Ihip  the  Hero,  fell  on 
board  his  majedy’s  fhip  Ids,  and 
had  aClually  druck  his  colours  to 
her;  but  taking  advantage  of  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  date 
the  Ids  was  in,  jud  come  out  of 
aCtion,  in  which  die  had  a  number 
of  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
otherwife  ill  manned,  the  frigate 
got  clear  of  the  Ids,  and  efcaped. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  th£  feveral  fhips  of  the 
fquadron,  is  heie  enclofed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  at 
day  light,  I  found  the  enemy’s 
[S]  {qua- 
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fquadron  had  anchored  about  five 
miles  without  us,  in  much  dis¬ 
order  and  apparent  difrefs,  but 
they  had  loll  no  lower  mails  : 
both  fquadrons  were  btifily  em¬ 
ployed  in  repairing  damages, 
drawing  into  order  for  defence, 
the  enemy  Teeming  to  apprehend 
an  attack  from  us,  and  I  myfelf 
uncertain  if  they  would  not  renew 
the  engagement,  in  order  to  get 
hold  of  the  Monmouth.  In  thefe 
Situations  both  fqUadrons  conti¬ 
nued  at  anchor  till  the  19th  in 
the  morning,  when-  the  enemy’s 
got  under  fail  with  the  land  wind, 
and  flood  out  to  fea  clofe  hauled, 
and  at  noon  tacked  with  the  fea 
breeze,  and  food  in  for  the  body 
of  our  fquadron,  as  if  with  intent 
to  attack;  but  after  coming  with¬ 
in  two  miles  of  us,  finding  us  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them,  they  again 
tacked  and  flood  to  the  eaflward 
by.  the  wind;  and  I  have  not 
fince  been  able  to  learn  certainly 
where  they  are  gone.  Having  re¬ 
fitted  the  Monmouth  in  the  befl 
manner  our  fituation  would  admit, 
with  jury,  main  and  mizen- mails, 
I  failed  with  his  raajefly’s  fqua¬ 
dron  for  this  place  on  the  2 2d, 
and  anchored  here  on  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day.i  immediately  land¬ 
ing  the  reinforcement  and  military 
ilores  defined  for  the  garrifon,  and 
the  lick  and  wounded. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  fquadron 
and  its  men,  I  thought  it  bell  for 
his  majefy’s  fervice  to  remain  at 
anchor  here,  and  to  let  about  the 
repairs  of  the  hull,  mails  and 
rigging  of  the  feveral  fhips,  whilit 
the  fick  enjoy  every  benefit  of  freih 
meat,  vegetables  and  wine,  on  fhore, 
for  their  recovery. 

I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform 
their  lordfliips,  that  I  fhall  be 
able  to  re-maft  the  Monmouth  by 


the  end  of  this  month,  from  the  fpar& 

1 

fores  on  board  the  feveral  flips  ;■ 
and  that  the  damage  they  fufained 
in  the  la  ft  engagement  will  be 
every  way  made  good  about  that 
time. 


Abfradl  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
on  board  his  Majefly’s  flips. 


Ships . 

Killed . 

Wd. 

Tot. 

Superbe 

59 

96 

155 

Exeter 

4 

40 

44 

Magnanime 

7 

7 

Monmouth 

45 

102 

H7 

Monarca 

7 

28 

35 

Worcefer 

8 

26 

34 

Burford 

6 

36 

42 

Eagle 

— 

22 

22 

Piero 

2 

13 

15 

Sultan 

— 

9 

9 

Ills 

6 

51 

57 

137 

43° 
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Among  the  Killed  were  the  following 
Officers y  'Viz. 

Superbe.  —  Two  Lieutenants, 
Mafer. 

Monmouth.— One  Lieutenant  of 

Marines. 

Worcefer. — One  Lieutenant. 
Burford,  — One  Lieutenant  of 
Marines. 

Names  not  mentioned. 


Admiralty  Office ,  December  24,  1782. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  James  Lut- 
trel.  Iff 'l •  Commander  of  his  Ma~ 
jefifs  Ship  the  Mediator,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  in  Plymouth 
Sound,  December  19,  1782. 

YOU  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 
their  lordfliips  with  my  arri¬ 
val  here  with  the  Menagere,  one 
of  my  prizes,  having  left  the  A- 
lexander  to  follow  two  days  ago. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  re^‘ 
turned  to  England  as  foon  as  pof- 

fi  ble. 
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fible,  for  the  reafons  given  in  my 
letter,  dated  off  Ferrol  the  6th 
inflant ;  but,  having  received  in¬ 
telligence  from  a  neutral  veflel* 
that  an  American  frigate  was  rea¬ 
dy  to  fail  from  Bourdeaux,  the 
wind  being  eagerly*  I  returned  to 
the  fouthward  to  be  able  to  fall 
into  her  track  ;  and.. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  at  fe- 
<ven  A.  M.  we  difcovered  five  fail 
on  our  lee  beam,  made  fail  and 
gave  chace. 

At  eight  their  hulls  were  above 
water ;  they  were  forming  in  a 
clofe  line  of  battle,  and  fhortened 
fail  to  their  topfails  to  wait  for 
us;  the  headmofl  was  L’Eugene, 
frigate  built,  of  36  guns,  133 
men,  commanded  by  Monf.  Le 
Capitaine  Baudin,  laden  for  the 
French  king,  and  bound  to  Port 
au  Prince;  fhe  lay  with  a  French 
pendant  and  enfign  flying ;  next 
to  her  was  an  American  brig,  of 
14  guns,  and  70  men,  with  Ame¬ 
rican  colours ;  next  to  her  a  two¬ 
decked  fhip,  the  length  of  a  64, 
armed  en  flute,  called  the  Mena- 
gere,  French  pendant  and  enfign 
flying,  commanded  by  Monf.  de 
Foligne,  Capitaine  de  Brutot,  of 
the  department  of  Rochfort, 
mounting  on  her  main  deck  26 
long  twelve-pounders,  and  4  fix- 
pounders  on  her  quarter  deck  and 
forecaftle,  with  a  complement  of 
212  men,  laden  with  gunpowder* 
naval  flores,  and  bale  goods*  for 
the  French  king’s  fervice,  at 
Port  au  Prince;  next  to  her  lay 
the  Alexander,  of  24  nine-pound¬ 
ers,  and  102  men,  with  a  French 
pendant  and  an  American  enfign* 
commanded  by  a  Capt.  Gregory 
who  appears  to  have  been  an  I- 
rifhman,  but  has  a  Congrefs  com* 
miffion,  laden  with  flores,  provi* 


fions,  &c.  for  the  French  king’s 
ufe  at  Port  au  Prince ;  next  to 
her  lay  the  Dauphin  Royal,  of  28 
guns,  120  men*  bound  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  having  a  French  pendant 
and  enfign  flying  :  and  having  de¬ 
termined,  without  loflng  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  time,  to  endeavour  to  throw 
their  fquadron  into  confufion* 
and*  if  poflible,  to  take  advantage 
of  fome  of  them  ;  and  relying  on 
the  good  failing  of  the  Mediator 
to  bring  her  off,  if  I  could  not  fee 
a  probability  of  fuccefs  after  a  few* 
broadfides ;  I  continued  bearing 
down,  with  all  fail  fet,  on  the 
enemy,  except  fuch  fails  as  might 
be  in  the  way  of  quick  manceu- 
vres. 

At  ten  received  a  few  fhot  front 
the  Menagere’s  upper  deck*  which 
convinced  me  fhe  had  no  lower 
deck  guns,  though  fhe  had  all  the 
ports  complete  to  the  eye ;  conti¬ 
nued  to 'approach  the  enemy,  and 
receive  Are  from  their  line*  and 
employed  occasionally  in  tacking, 
wearing*  bearing  down,  &c„ 

At  half  fafl  ten ,  having  very 
much  approached  the  rear  of  their 
line,  it  broke,  the  brig  and  Dau¬ 
phin  Royal  crouding  fail  away 
from  the  reft;  upon  which  the 
Menagere*  Eugene*  and  Alex¬ 
ander  wore  under  an  eafy  fail 

At  eleven  I  bore  down,  and  cut 
off  the  Alexander  from  her  con^* 
forts,  employed  fighting  both  fides 
occafionally ;  and  the  firft  brOad- 
fide,  when  very  clofe  to  the  Alex* 
ander,  made  her  ftrike  her  Ame¬ 
rican  colours,  and  let  fly  her 
fheets ;  the  Menagere  and  Eu¬ 
gene*  after  firing  at  us  for  fome 
time,  crouded  all  fail*  and  went 
away  before  the  wind;  boarded 
the  prize,  and  laid  her  head  to* 
wards  the  enemy,  under  an  eafy 

[S]  *  fa.l. 
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fail*  to  permit  us  to  take  out  ioo 
prifoners,  meaning  to  chace  the 
Menagere. 

At  half  p oft  twelve  made  all  fail 
in  chace,  leaving  the  prize  to 
follow,  or  bear  away  for  Eng- 
Jandsifwe  run  her  hull  down. 

At  three  the  Eugene  hauled  her 
wind  away  from  the  Menagere. 

•  At  five  began  firing  at  the  Me¬ 
nagere,  to  prevent  her  aiming  at 
our  mails,  by  covering  ourfelves 
with  fmoke. 

At  half  p aft  Jive  had  gained  very 
confiderably  on  the  Menagere,  and 
occafionally  fired  broadfides  at  each 
other. 

At  fix  a  fudden  fquall  caught 
me,  with  three  of  my  lower  deck¬ 
ers  run  out,  and  obliged  me  to  put 
before  the  wind,  the  water  rulh- 
ing  in  till  knee  deep  on  the  deck, 
but  with  the  chain  pumps  we  loon 
cleared  our  Ihip,  and  as  foon  as 
fhe  was  fafe,  I  hauled  towards  the 
enemy,  crouding  fail  to  regain 
her. 

At  feven  began  again  to  fire  at 
each  other,  and  our  main  top  gal¬ 
lant  malt  and  force  top  gallant 
yard  were  fnot  away :  continued 
Conflantly  firing  at  each  ocher, 

fill  nine ,  when  I  had  got  within 
piftol  Ihot  of  the  Menagere’s  quar¬ 
ter,  and  put  my  helm  a-vveather 
to  pour  in  a  broad  fide  of  round 
and  grape  Ihot  from  all  my  guns, 
which  fhe,  being  aware  of,  threw 
up  in  the  wind,  hauled  down  her 
colours,  and  hailed  that  Ihe  had 
flruck.  I  inftantly  ordered  my 
people  to  defift  firing,  fhortened 
fail,  and  judging  myfelf  then  with¬ 
in  about  five  miles  of  the  entrance 
of  Ferrol,  where  they  mult  have 
heard  our  guns,  I  haftened  to  get 
both  fhips  from  off  the  land. 

At  eleven  P.  M,  xny  prize  the 


Alexander  joined  us.  The  fore 
fhrouds  and  a  great  deal  of  run¬ 
ning  rigging  being  Ihot  away,  de¬ 
tained  us,  but  in  two  hours  we 
received  200  prifoners  more,  and 
were  able  to  make  a  little  fail  to¬ 
gether  to  weftward  off  fhore. 

At  day-break  we  faw  the  I Hand 
Sifargo,  diftant  about  5  or  6 
leagues,  and  in  the  offing  the 
Dauphin  Royal,.,  with  her  main 
top -mall  gone,  and  otherway  s 
difabled;  and  the  brig  with  all 
her  malls  gone,  except  part  of  her 
lower  malls:  I  thought  it  how- 

O 

ever  improper  to  rifk  the  king’s 
fhip,  by  leaving  ourfelves  with 
fewer  men ;  for  having  fent  50  on 
board  the  large  fhip,  and  20  on 
board  the  Alexander,  befides  man- 
ning  the  Spanifh  prize,  I  had  re¬ 
maining  only  190  ;  half  of  whom 
mull  fleep  at  nights,  and  the  reft 
were  few  to  work  the  fhip  and 
guard  340  prifoners ;  for  this  rea- 
fon  I  hope  their  lord  fhips  will  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  not  chacing  the  Dau¬ 
phin  Royal  and  brig ;  the  former 
flood  in  towards  the  land,  the 
brig  feemed  returning  to  Bour- 
deaux,  from  whence  this  armed 
convoy  failed  on  the  9th  inftant. 

On  the  14 th  of  December,  at  ten 
P.  M.  Capt  Stephen  Gregory,  of 
the  Alexander,  laid  a  plot  to  oc~ 
cafion  the  prifoners  to  rife,  and 
hoped  to  have  taken  the  Mediator 
from  me ;  but  through  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  attention  of  Lieutenant 
Rankin  of  the  marines,  in  the 
difpofal  and  regulation  of  Gentries* 
&c.  as  a  guard,  and  the  lucky 
precaution  we  had  taken  of  or¬ 
dering  the  gratings  of  all  the 
hatches  in  the  lower  gun  deck  to 

o . 

be  battened  down  with  capftan 
bars,  leaving  room  for.  only  one 
man  at  a  time  to  come  up  abaft, 
§  where. 
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where,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm,  we 
had  fixed  our  rendezvous,  the 
defperate  fcheme  of  Gregory  was 
prevented  without  bloodlhed,  the 
prifoners  finding  no  paffage  where 
they  could  get  up.  The  alarm  he 
fixed  on  was  to  fire  an  eighteen 
pounder  gun  in  the  gun  room 
where  he  lay,  for  he  meffed  with 
my  lieutenants,  and  had  received 
every  friendly  attention. 

At  ten  at  night  I  felt  a  terrible 
fliock  from  fome  explofion,  and 
heard  a  cry  of  fire  :  I  was  foon 
after  informed,  that  the  lee  port 
was  blown  away  by  the  gun  into 
the  fea,  and  the  water  making  in. 
As  foon  as  I  had  wore  lhip  on  the 
other  tack,  to  get  the  port  hole 
covered  with  tarpaulins,  and  fe- 
cured,  I  went  down,  found  the 
gun  room  on  fire,  and  every  thing 
fhattered  that  was  near  the  explo¬ 
fion;  Gregory,  with  his  accom¬ 
plice,  dreffed,  though  they  had 
pretended  to  go  to  bed ;  and  in 
their  cot  was  found  gunpowder, 
which  they  had  provided  to  prime 
the  gun  with  ;  and  in  fhort,  every 
proof  neceffary  for  a  conviction  of 
Gregory’s  having  fired  it  for  an 
alarm  to  make  the  prifoners  rife: 
he  had  alfo  endeavoured  to  provide 
himfelf  with  a  fvvord,  but  being 
difappointed  in  his  project,  he 
begged  his  life.  A  cry  of  fire  for¬ 
wards  was  heard  among  the  pri¬ 
foners  when  the  fignal  gun  was 
fired  ;  but  all  being  difcovered  and 
fettled,  I  ordered  Gregory,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  of  his  officers  and 
men,  whom  I  fufpeCted  concerned 
in  the  plot,  to  be  put  in  irons, 
and  kept  on  bread  and  water.  1 
think  it  my  duty  to  trouble  their 
lordfhips  with  this  narrative,  in 
juftice  to  his  majefty’s  colours, 
under  which  no  prifoners  are  un- 
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defervedly  treated  with  rigour. 
The  officers  of  the  Menagere  hav¬ 
ing  always  conduced  themfelves 
like  men  of  honour,  I  was  happy 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  continuing 
them  at  my  table,  with  the  ufuaL 
confidence  in  their  parole ;  and 
the  prifoners  in  general  have  had 
every  mark  of  humanity  and  at¬ 
tention  fhewn  to  them  that  our 
own  fafety  would  admit  of.  When 
their  lordfliips  confider  the  force 
offering  us  battle,  and  at  firfl 
united  to  oppofe  us,  they  will,  I 
trufl,  be  convinced,  that  our  fuc- 
cefs  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  ex¬ 
ertions  and  activity  of  the  officers 
and  men  in  working  the  fhip,  as 
well  as  in  fighting  her. 

The  enemy’s  lhot  having  been 
entirely  aimed  with  a  view  to  dif- 
maft  us,  fortunately  prevented  my 
officers  and  men  from  receiving 
any  hurt  ;  my  lower  rigging  for¬ 
wards  and  fome  abaft  was  fhot 
away  :  alfo  the  main  top  gallant 
mall,  lludding  fail  and  yard,  and 
fore  top  gallant  yard,  top  mail:, 
rigging,  fails,  and  running  rigging 
in  general  much  cut,  which,  with 
.  a  few  lliot  in  the  bows,  is  all  the 
damage  we  have  as  yet  difcovered 
to  have  happened  to  his  majelty’s 
lhip  Mediator  in  the  aCtion. 

Killed  and  wounded  oh,  board  thi 
Menagere. 

Monf,  Darmaignac,  a  gentle*, 
man  of  property  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  three  feamen 
killed.  Seven  or  eight  feamen 
wounded. 

Killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
Alexander 

Six  feamen  killed.  Eight  or 
nine  feamen  wounded. 

This  lift  is  taken  from  the  re¬ 
port  of  their  officers,  no;  having 
[$]  3  .  had 
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had  time  as  yet  to  examine  the 
prifoners  by  Hit. 

N.  B.  An  account  is  received 
from  the  purfer  of  the  Mediator, 
of  his  arrival  at  Portfmouth  with 
the  Alexander. 


Articles  of  Capitulation  of  the  ifands 
of  St.  Chriftophers  and  NevivS, 
between  his  Excellency  the  Count 
de  Graffe ,  and  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille ;  and  his  Excellency  Major 
General  Shirley ,  Governor^  and 
Brigadier  General  F refer , 

Art.  I.  THE  Governor,  the 
Commander  of  the  troops,  the  re¬ 
gular  officers  and  foldiers,  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  privates  of  militia,  fhall 
march  through  the  breach  on  the 
fort  of  Brimftone  Hill,  with  all 
the  honours  of  war,  with  drums 
beating,  colours  Hying,  one  mor¬ 
tar,  two  brafs  field  pieces,  ten 
rounds  each,  arms  and  baggage, 
and  then  lay  down  their  arms  at  a 
place  appointed,  the  officers  ex¬ 
cepted. 

Art.  II.  The  regular  troops 
fhall  be  prifoners  of  war,  and  feat 
to  England  in  fafe  and  good  vef- 
fels,  which  fhall  be  furnifhed  with 
provinons  for  the  voyage,  but  they 
fhall  not  ferve  againft  the  King  of 
France  until  they  fhall  be  ex¬ 
changed.  The  officers  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  refide  in  any  of  the 
iflands,  upon  their  parole.  The 
militia  and  armed  negroes  fhall  re¬ 
turn  to  their  refpedlive  homes. 

Art.  III.  The  inhabitants  or 
their  attorneys  fhall  be  obliged  to 
tarie  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the 
K mg  of  France,  within  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  before  the  governor 
the  faid  iflands,  and  thofe  that 
a:  _  prevented  from  it  by  ficknefs, 
Hull  obtain  a  delay. 
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Art.  IV.  They  fhall  obferve 
an  exadl  neutrality,  and  fhall  not 
be  compelled  to  take  arms  againft 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  any  other 
power.  They  are  at  liberty  to  re¬ 
tain  their  arms  for  the  internal  po¬ 
lice  and  better  fubje&ion  of  their 
negroes  ;  but  they  are  to  make  a 
return  of  them  to  the  juftice  of 
the  peace,  who  fhall  be  refpon- 
fible  for  any  bad  ufe  that  may  be 
made  of  them,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  the  prefent  capitulation. 

Art.  V.  They  fhall  enjoy, 
until  a  peace,  their  laws,  cufloms, 
and  ordinances.  Juftice  fhall  be 
adminiftered  by  the  fame  perfons 
who  are  actually  in  office.  All 
expences  attending  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  fhall  be  defrayed 
by  the  colony. 

Art.  VI.  The  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  fhall  be  held  by  the  council 
of  the  ifland,  and  in  the  fame 
form  as  heretofore,  and  all  ap¬ 
peals  from  the  faid  court  fhall  be 
made  to  his  molt  Chriftian  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  council. 

Art.  VII.  The  inhabitants 
and  clergy  fhall  be  fupported  in 
the  pofTeffion  of  their  eftates  and 
properties,  of  whatfoever  nature 
and  denomination,  and  in  their 
privileges,  rights,  titles,  honours, 
and  exemptions,  and  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  their  religion,  and  the 
minifters  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
livings.  The  abfentees,  and  thofe 
who  are  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  fhall  be  main¬ 
tained  in  the  pofTeffion  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  eftates  and  pro¬ 
perties,  which  fhall  be  managed 
by  their  attornies.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  may  fell  their  eftates  and 
pofteffions  to  whom  they  fhall  think 
proper,  and  they  are  at  liberty  to 
fend  their  children  to  England  to 
be  educated*  and  from  whence 

they 
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they  may  return  when  they  judge 
proper. 

Art.  VIII.  The  inhabitants 
fh all  pay  monthly  into  the  hands 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  troops,  in 
lieu  of  all  taxes,  the  value  of  two 
thirds  of  the  articles  that  the 
iflands  of  St.  Chriflophers  and 
Nevis  paid  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain ;  which  fhall  be  eftimated 
according  to  the  valuation  of  the 
revenues  made  in  the  year  1781, 
and  which  fhall  ferve  as  a  bafts. 

Art.  IX.  The  (lores  which 
may  have  been  taken  during  the 
fiege  (hall  be  religioufly  reftored, 
and  they  may  alfo  be  reclaimed  in 
any  of  the  French  windward  or 
leeward  illands. 

Art.  X.  The  inhabitants  dial! 
not  be  obliged  to  furnifh  the  troops 
with  quarters,  except  in  extraor¬ 
dinary  cafes;  but  they  are  to  be 
lodged  at  the  expence  of  the  king, 
or  in  houfes  belonging  to  the 
crown. 

Art.  XI.  In  cafes  where  the 
king’s  bufmefs  may  require  ne¬ 
groes  to  work,  they  (hall  be  fur- 
nilhed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  iflands,  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred,  but  they  fhall  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  two  bills  per  day  each, 
and  victualled  at  the  expence  of 
the  king. 

Art.  XII.  The  veffels  and 
droghers  belonging  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  at  the  capitulation  fhall  be 
rellored  entire  to  their  owners. 

The  veffels  which  the  faid  inha¬ 
bitants  expeded  from  the  ports  of 
England,  or  from  any  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  poffeffions,  fhall 
be  received  in  the  fame  colonies 
during  the  fpace  of  fix  months; 
and  they  may  load  them  to  return 
under  neutral  colours  even  for  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 


particular  permifljon  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  ;  and  if  any  of  the  veffels 
expected  fhall  (top  at  any  of  the 
Englifh  illands,  the  governor  fhall 
be  authorized  to  grant  permiffion 
for  them  to  come  to  either  of  the 
faid  illands. 

Art.  XIII.  The  inhabitants 
and  merchants  (hall  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  commerce  granted  to 
the  fubjeCts  of  his  molt  Chriitian 
Majefty,  throughout  all  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  dominions. 

Art.  XIV.  Whatever  may 
have  been  furnifhed  for  the  French 
army  during  the  fiege,  and  to  this 
day  by  the  faid  illands,  and  the 
Ioffes  that  the  inhabitants  have  fuf- 
tained  by  the  burning  of  planta¬ 
tions,  and  by  every  other  means, 
(hall  be  ellimated  by  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  amount 
equally  borne  by  the  two  illands, 
under  the  head  of  contribution  or 
indemnity  for  the  expences  of  the 
war,  but  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
this  article  (hall  not  diminifli  the 
taxes  above-mentioned,  which  are 
to  take  place  from  the  date  of  the 
capitulation ;  but  the  affembly  of 
the  inhabitants  may  apply  to  it 
the  arrears  of  the  general  taxes 
which  remain  in  their  hands  at  the 
date  of  the  capitulation. 

Art.  XV.  The  failors  of  mer¬ 
chant  (hips,  thofe  of  privateers, 
and  other  individuals,  who  have 
no  property  in  the  faid  iflands, 
lb  all  depart  from  the  fame  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  weeks,  if  they  are  not 
employed  in  droghers,  or  avowed 
by  two  proprietors,  who  will  an- 
fwer  for  them,  and  means  (hall  be 
furnifhed  them  to  depart  for  the 
neutral  iflands. 

Art.  XVI.  The  General  of 
the  French  troops  (hall  be  put  in 
poffeflion  of  all  the  artillery,  all 

4  1  the 
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the  effefts,  depending  on  the  co¬ 
lonies,  belonging  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  all  powder,  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  and  king’s  veffels  fhall 
be  given  to  the  commander  pf.the 
French  troops,  and  an  inventory 
of  them  prefented  to  the  governor 
Art.  XVII.  Out  of  refpedt  to 
the  courage  and  determined  con¬ 
duct  of  Generals  Shirley  and  Fra- 
fer,  we  confent  that  they  ihall  not 
be  coniidered  as  prifoners  of  war ; 
but  the  former  may  return  to  his 
government  of  Antigua,  and  the 
latter  continue  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country,  being  happy  to  tehify 
this  mark  of  particular  eileem  for 
thofe  brave  officers. 

At  St.  Chriflophers ,  Feb.  12,  1782. 

Le  Marquis  De  Bouille. 

Thomas  Shirley, 
(Governor  and  Major  General  in 
his  Mate  fly’s  army.) 

Thomas  Fraser,  Brig.  Gen. 

It  is  moreover  covenanted,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands, 
v-'h  the  permiffion  of  the  gover- 
n  ,  may  export  their  merchandize 
20  neutral  veffels,  for  all  the  ports 
of  France  $nd  America. 

.  (Signed  as  above) 


Qcpies  of  two  Letters  which  puffed 
between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and 
General  Elliot  during  the  Siege  of 
(Gibraltar . 

Camp  of  Buenavifa,  Aug.  19,  1782. 
$IR, 

T  I  S  Royal  Higlmefs  comte 
JL  d’ Artois,  who  has  received 
permiffion  from  the  King  his  bro¬ 
ther  to  a  lull  at  this  liege,  as  a  vo¬ 
lunteer  in  the  combined  army,  of 
Which  their  moil  Chriilian  and 
Catholic  Majeilies  have  honoured 
me  with  the  command,  arrived  in 
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this  camp  the  15th  inllant.  This 
young  prince  has  been  pleafed,  in 
paffing  through  Madrid,  to  take 
charge  of  fome  letters,  which  had 
been  fent  to  that  capital  from  this, 
and  which  are  addrelled  to  per- 
fons  belonging  to  your  garrifon ; 
his  royal  higlmefs  has  dehred  that 
I  would  .  tranfmit  them  to  you,  and 
that  to  this  mark  of  his  goodnefs 
and  attention  I  Ihould  add  the 
ilrongeil  expreffions  of  eileem  for 
your  perfon  and  character.  I  feel 
the  greater  pleafure  in  giving  this 
mark  of  condefcenfion  in  this  au- 
guft  prince,  as  it  furnifhes  me 
with  a  pretext,  which  I  have  been 
anxioufly  looking  for  thefe  two 
months  that  I  have  been  in  this 
camp,  to  allure  you  of  the  high 
eileem  I  have  conceived  for  your 
excellency  ;  of  the  immenfe  defire 
I  feel  of  deferving  yours ;  and  of 
the  pleafure  to  which  I  look  for¬ 
ward  of  becoming  your  friend, 
after  I  fhall  have  learnt  to  render 
myfelf  worthy  of  the  honour  of 
facing  you  as  an  enemy.  His 
Highnefs  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
who  arriyed  here  twenty-four  hours 
after  Comte  d’ Artois,  defires  alfo 
that  I  Ihould  allure  you  of  his  par¬ 
ticular  eileem.  Permit  me,  clear 
general,  to  offer  you  a  few  little 
trifles,  for  your  table,  of  which  I 
am  fere  you  mull  Hand  in  need : 
as  I  know  you  live  entirely  on  ve¬ 
getables,  I  ihould  be  glad  to  know 
what  kind  you  like  bell.  I  fhall  add 
a  few  partridges  for  the  gentlemen 
of  your  houfehold,  and  fome  ice, 
which  I  prefume  will  not  be  difa- 
greeable,  in  the  exceffive  heat  of 
this  climate,  at  this  feafon  of  the, 
year.  I  hope  you  will  be  obliging 
enough  to  accept  the  small  por¬ 
tion  which  I  fend  with  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Elliot,  &c, 

SJR, 
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S  J  R^  Gibraltar ,  u4ug.  20. 

FIND  my felf  highly  honoured 
by  your  obliging  letter  of 
yeflerday,  in  which  your  excel¬ 
lency  was  fo  kind  as  to  inform  me 
of  the  arrival  in  your  camp  of  his 
Royal  highnefs  the  C'omte  d’ Ar¬ 
tois,  and  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
to  ferve  as  volunteers  at  the  fiege. 
Thefe  princes  have  fhewn  their 
judgment  in  making  choice  of  a 
mailer  in  the  art  of  war,  whofe  abi¬ 
lities  cannot  fail  to  form  great  war- 
riours.  I  am  really  overwhelmed 
with  the  con  deice  n  lion  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  in  faltering  fome  letters 
for  perfons  in  this  town,  to  be 
conveyed  from  Madrid  in  his  car¬ 
riages  ;  X  .flatter  myfelf  that  your 
c  ill  give  rtiy  molt  pro- 

fo  .•  i  refpedts  to  his  royal  high- 
neb  and  to  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
for  Tie  expre ikons  of  efteem  with 
which  they  have  been  pleafed  to 
Jionour  fo  insignificant  a  pe'rfon  as 
I  am. 

i  return  a  thoufand  thanks  to 
your  ex-eelien^  f  your  hanafome 
prefen  of  f  p  ables,  and 

game  ;  you  will  excuie  me,,  how¬ 
ever,  1  trail,  when  I  aflame  you, 
that  in  accepting  vour  prefent, 
I  have  broken  through  a  refuta¬ 
tion,  which  I  have  faithfully  kept 
fmee  the  beginning  of  the  war ; 
and  that  was,  never  to  receive,  or 
procure  by  any  means  whatever, 
any  provisions  or  other  cpmmodity 
for  my  own  private  ufe ;  fo  that, 
without  any  preference,  every  thing 
is  fold  publicly  here,  and  the  pri¬ 
vate  foldier,  if  he  has  money,  can 
become  a  purchafer,  as  foon  as 
the  governor.  I  confefs  I  make 
it  a  point  of  honour  to  partake 
both  of  plenty  and  fcarcity,  in 
common  with  the  lowefl  of  my 
prave  fellow  foldiers ;  this  fur- 


niihes  me  with  an  excufe  for1  the 
liberty  I  now  take,  of  entreating 
your  excellency  not  to  heap  any 
more  favours  on  me  of  this  kind, 
as  in  future  I  cannot  convert  your 
preients  to  my  own  private  ufe. 
Indeed,  to  be  plain  with  your  ex¬ 
cellency,  though  vegetables  at  this 
feafon  are  fcarce  with  us,  every 
one  of  us  has  got  a  quantity  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  labour  he  has  be¬ 
llowed  in  railing  them:  the  Eng- 
lilh  are  naturally  fond  of  garden¬ 
ing  and  cultivation  ;  and  here  we 
find  our  amufsment  in  it,  during 
the  intervals  of  reft  from  public 
duty. 

“  The  promife  which  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  makes  to  honour  me, 
in  proper  time  and  place,  with  his 
friendXhip,  lays  me  under  infinite 
obligations :  the  interells  of  our 
fovereigns  being  once  folidly 
fettled,  I  lhall  with  eagernefs 
embrace  the  fir  ft  opportunity  to 
avail  myfelf  of  fo  precious  a 
treafure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

Hi  t  Excellency  the  Duke  de 

Crillon ,  Cf  c. 


Copy  of  a  Note  from  the  Right  Hon, 
Lord  George  Gordon  to  the  Right 
Hon .  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

JOR.D  George  Gordon  prefents 
j  his’  compliments  to  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  and  begs  his  lord- 
fhip  to  do  him  the  favour  to 
inform  him  whether  his  majefty’s 
prefent  cabinet  approve  of  the  de¬ 
claration  made  in  the  letter,  faidb 
to  be  written  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
and  Admiral  Digby  to  General 
Waihington  :  “  That  his  majefty, 
in  order  to  remove  all  obflacles  to 
that  peace  which  lie  fo  ardently 

,  wilhes 
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-wilhes  to  redore,  has  commanded 
his  miniders  to  direct  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  that  the  independency  of  the 
Thirteen  provinces  fhould  be  pro- 
poled  by  him,  in  the  nrfh  indance, 
inftead  of  making  it  a  condition  of 
a  general  treaty  ? 

Lord  George  would  not  have 
allied  this  quedion  to  fatisfy  any 
private  curiollty ;  but  he  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  the  king  to  acquaint 
Lord  Shelburne,  as  prime  miniller, 
that  great  bodies  of  the  people  in 
the  united  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
are  daily  preffing  Lord  George,  in 
the  dronged  terms,  and  in  the  moll 
affectionate  expreffions,  to  write  his 
ientirnents  to  them  on  the  prefent 
itate  of  public  affairs  in  the  united 
kingdoms ;  and  Lord  George  finds, 
among  other  ferious  matters,  that 
the  late  letter,  faid  to  be  written  by 
his  majeily’s  commiffioners  at  New 
York,  not  being  publicly  authenti¬ 
cated  in  the  London  Gazette, 
alarms  the  fufpi cions  of  thofe  who 
ardently  with  for  peace  with  their 
brethren,  that  that  letter  is  a  for¬ 
gery,  and  that  peace  with  America 
is  net  intended  and  on  the  other 
hand,  not  being  contradided  by  the 
king’s  prefent  fervants,  it  caufes 
the  greated  anguidi  and  difgud  to 
thofe  who  have  confcientioudy  ap¬ 
proved  and  fupported  the  American 
war. 

The  people  of  Scotland  are 
much  didraded  and  diflurbed  with 
this  apparent  mifuncjeiilariding  in 
the  cabinet  of  the  united  king¬ 
doms,  thinking  the  honour  of 
the  united  kingdoms  is  trifled 
with ;  and  they  are  anxious  in  the 
highed  degree  to  receive  fome  in¬ 
formation  that  they  may  depend 
upon  in  fo  affeding  a  concern  as 
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the  independency  of  America  is  to 
their  own  national,  particular,  and 
immediate  intereft :  Lord  George, 
therefore,  hopes  Lord  Shelburne 
will  condefcend  to  inform  him  whe¬ 
ther  the  propofal  of  independency, 
in  the  letter  faid  to  be  written  by 
the  king’s  commiifioners,  is,  or  is 
not,  a  meafure  to  be  adhered  to 
by  his  majedy’s  prefent  adminidra- 
tion  ? 

Lord  George  has  the  honour  to 
adure  Lord  Shelburne,  that  he 
wifhes  he  could  underdand  and  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  meafures  of  the  king’s 
counlellors,  that  he,  and  thofe  who 
ad  with  him,  might  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  demon ftrating  the  up- 
rightnefs,  and  loyalty  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  intentions,  and  of 
exerting  themfelves,  according  to 
their  vocations,  to  the  uttermod  of 
their  power,  in  fupport  of  good  go¬ 
vernment,  the  true  intered  of  the 
people,  the  honour  and  happinefs 
of  the  king’s  inajedy  and  his  pof- 
terity,  and  the  true  public  liberty, 
fafety,  and  peace  of  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England, 
and  Ireland. 

li  e Ibeck-fti  eel,  OB.  16,  1782. 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wyvill  to 
Lord  Shelburne,  inclofng  the  fecond 
Addrefs  to  ihe  Electors  of  Great 
Britain  *,  agreed  to  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Afociation  for  the  County 
of  York,  Gel.  17,  1782,  with  his 
Lordfhip1  s  Anfuoer  thereto. 

My  Lord,  York,  Ob.  17,  1782. 

TAKE  the  liberty  to  inclofe 
for  your  lordfhip’s  perufal,  a 
manufcript  copy  of  the  fecond  ad¬ 
drefs  to  the  eledors  of  Great  Bri-» 


»  For  die  copy  of  this  Addrefs,  fee  the  State  Papers. 


tain. 
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tain,  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of 
affociation  for  the  county  of  York, 
at  a  mod  numerous  and  refpedtable 
meeting  held  here  this  day.  It 
contains  their  juft  acknowledgments 
of  your  lordfhip’s  diftinguifhed  ex¬ 
ertions  in  the  general  caufe  of  par¬ 
liamentary  reformation ;  and  ex- 
prefles  their  grateful  fenfe  of  your 
generous  endeavours  to  accomplifh 
a  coalition  on  the  principles  adopted 
by  this  affociation,  and  other  re- 
fpe&able  bodies  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

Thele,  I  beg  leave  to  affure  you, 
are  the  genuine  fentiments  of  this 
committee;  and  not  more  warmly 
felt  by  any  one  member  of  it  than 
by.  My  Lord,  &c. 

Earl  of  Shelburne.  C.  Wyvill. 

SIR,  Bo’wood  Park,  24  Oft.  1782. 

WAS  yefterday  honoured  with 
your  letter  of  the  17th  inftant : 
■The  repeated  approbation  of  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  York, 
gives  me  perfonally  the  greateft  fa- 
risfaftion :  I  am  happy  to  find 
pearly  the  fame  opinions,  which 


I  expreffed  to  this  county  laft  year, 
more  ably,  as  well  as  more  ful!y, 
inculcated  in  the  addrefs  you  do  me 
the  honour  to  inclofe  to  me.  Their 
perfeverance  muft  command  ge¬ 
neral  relpeft,  and  will,  I  truft,  fi¬ 
nally  conquer  every  difficulty  in  fo 
found  a  caufe.  As  to  myielf,  I  am 
itill  ready  to  enter  into  the  ftrifleit 
and  moft  unequivocal  union  with 
any  public  man,  or  public  body 
of  men,  who  may  be  deemed,  in 
point  of  national  weight  and  opi¬ 
nion,  competent  to  the  effecting 
thofe  important  ends. 

Words  cannot  exprefs  how  much 
I  am  alarmed  at  the  public  fita- 
ation  at  home  and  abroad ;  or  my 
apprehenfions  for  what  may  be  the 
refult. 

The  difinterefted  zeal,  as  well 
as  temperate  conduft,  which  you 
have  fliewn  in  the  public  fervice, 
has  impreffed  me  with  a  refpeft 
with  which  I  muff  always  remain, 
yours,  &c. 

-  Shelburne. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Wyvill , 

Chairman ,  l£c. 


The 
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Tke  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 


An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from,  and 
imported  into,  England  and  Scotland,  nxiitb  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  5 th  of 

January  1783. 


EXPORTED. 


1782. 

ENGLAND. 
Wheat  -  -  «  -  - 

Wheat  Meal  and  Flour 
Rye  ------ 

Barley  -  -  -  -  - 
Malt  -  -  -  -  - 
Oats  ------ 

Oatmeal  - 
Beans  -  - 

_  _  — 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  ------ 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  - 

Barley  and  Bear 
Barley  Meal  - 

Malt . 

Oats  ------ 

Oatmeal  -  -  - 

Peafe  and  Beans 


British 

Foreign 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

6,497  ■ 

1,040"' 

123,495 

2,332 

3,994 

9 

28,351 

45 

79>324 

Nil 

I(M55 

7,oiS 

2,113 

40 

x9>493 

226 

5>*33 

860^ 

552  - 

1 

11,235 

12,935 

-  ■ 

28 

7,062 

“  w  «p 

1,089 

2,501 

4i6  - 

1 

Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 

£•  s> 

42,281  3  11JB0. 

V  / 

55  7  1  Dr. 


5>633  3  Sl**> 


I  M 

178a. 

ENGLAND. 
Wheat  -  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  - 
Barley  -  -  -  -  * 

Oats  ~ 

Beans  -  -  *  -  - 

JP  n  j  p  ^  ^  mm  mm  mm 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  ----- 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Barley  -  -  -  -  - 

Oats  - 

Oatmeal  *  -  -  - 
Peafe  -  *  -  *  -| 


PORTED. 


Quarters. 

76,079  1 
3,700  I 

IG954  l 

33>758  f 
3 ,6 1 9  1 

4»553  J 

666 
250  f 
1,638  f 
3,929  j 

875  1 

3B6  J 


Duties 

received. 

X*  s* 

2,270  2 


79  14 


7 


6 


The 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [285 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1782. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.  d. 

S,  d . 

s.  d. 

st  d. 

s.  d . 

5 

3  7? 

2  9i 

1  io| 

3  3 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarreft  forts  of  grain  generally  ex¬ 
ceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans. 

Per  bufhel,  6  d.  3d.  3d,  3d.  6  d. 
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SUPPLIES  granted 

the  \ ear 


by  Parliament, 

17.82. 


NAVY. 

X  cc,cco  men,  including  21,305  marines 

Ordinary  of  the  navy  - 

Buildings,  rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  fhips 
For  the  debt  of  the  navy  - - - 


ORDNANCE. 

Ordnance,  fea  fcrvice  -  - - - 

Do  —  land  fervice  ■  -  ■  ■■  ■ 

Do  —  extraordinary  expence  in  1781  - 

For  compenfation  to  proprietors  of  lands  near  Ply¬ 
mouth  -  -  — — 


FORCES. 

49,45$  men,  including  4,175  invalids,  guards,  and 

garrifons  - -  • -  — - 

Plantations,  Minorca,  and  Gibraltar^  &c.  — 

Pay  of  general  and  ftaff  officers  - - — - — 

Charge  of  embodied  militia,  with  4  regiments  of 

rencibles,  for  1782  - -  — - 

Cioathing  for  the  embodied  militia,  in  1782  — 

An  additional  company,  and  additionals  to  the  mi¬ 
litia,  including  cioathing,  1781  -  - - 

Additionals  to  3  regiments  of  foot,  and  for  Major 

•  General  Stuart  Douglas  -  - 

Reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines  — 

Horfe  guards  reduced  -  - - - 

1  regiment  light  dragoons,  and  2  regiments  of  foot, 

from  24  Sept,  to  24  December*  1781  - - 

Out-penfioners  of  Chellea  Hofpital  - - 

1  regiment  light  dragoons,  7  battalions  and  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  foot,  in  Eaft  Indies,  1782  - 

Pay  and  fubfidy  for  13,472  Heffians  — - — 

Deficiency  in  vote  for  Heffians,  from  6  April  to  24 
December,  1781  — — .  - - 


£ 

s. 

d . 

4,940,000 

0 

0 

409,766 

12 

9 

953>5 l9 

O 

0 

1,500,000 

O 

0 

7,803,285 

X  2 

9 

260,000 

O 

0 

696,001 

*3 

5 

89^723 

l5 

7 

l6»36+ 

10 

5 

1,872,089 

*9 

5 

\ 

\ 

1,242,835 

2 

0 

1>315623 

5 

10 

43,84° 

6 

0 

677.497 

*5 

10 

n  4100,594 

17 

1 

542 

H 

1 

\ 

1,675 

10 

4 

77695 

l9 

2 
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18 
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18 
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17 
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10 

8 

367,203 
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IQ 
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Pay  and  fubfidy  for  4,300  men  of  the  troops  of  Brunf- 

wick  - 11 — ■  - - -  — - 

.2,094  men  of  the  troops  of  Hanau  - - 

Charge  of  5  Hanoverian  battalions  .... . .  ■  ■■ 

For  the  troops  of  the  Prince  of  Waldeck 


Charge  of  933  men  of  the  troops  of  Anhalt  Zerbft, 

including  artillery  - —  - — 

Deficiency  in  votes  for  troops  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  from 

1 8th  April  to  24th  December,  1781  - - — - 

Charge  of  1,559  men  of  Anfpach,  including  artil¬ 
lery,  with  fubfidy 


Deficiency  in  fums  voted  for  troops  of  Anfpach, 
from  2d  March  to  24th  December,  1781  — — - 

Charge  of  provifions  for  foreign  troops  in  North 

America  — -  —  - — —  — - 

Charge  of  artillery  for  ditto  - 


Extraordinary  expences  of  the  forces 
Deduct: 

Savings  by  the  relpited  pay 
of  fundry  regiments, 
for  -  -  1776 

Ditto  of  ditto  -  1777 

Ditto  of  ditto  -  1778 

Ditto  of  ditto  -  1779 

Ditto  of  the  grant  for 
80  independent  compa¬ 
nies  -  -  17S1 


£.  s. 

3,436,399  6 


d. 


£- 

9’323 

28,-246 

*7*448 

37>3°° 


63,928 


s. 

6 

5 

o 

o 


d. 

8 

o 

o 

o 


*56,345  x4  2 


EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 
To  pay  oft  exchequer  bills  on  next  aids 
JDitto  • — —  ■  1  on  next  aids 

Ditto  — — .  —  on  vote  of  credit 


DEFICIENCIES. 

To  make  good  deficiency  of  land  tax 
Ditto  — —  —  of  malt  duty  — 

Ditto  - - -  —  of  coinage  duty 

Ditto  - - -  —  of  annuity  fund,  1758 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


o  ^  j 

of  annuity  fund,  1758 
of  annuity  fund,  1778 
of  annuity  fund,  1779 
of  annuity  fund,  1780  - 
of  ways  and  means,  178 


93,947  15  .  8 
61,108  II  of 
56,074  19  4f 

*7>498  3  2i 
23,818  11  iif 

4,942  19  o 

43,665  12  3 

3,282  12  5 

55,469  o  o 
27,683  14  o 


3,280,053 

I  I 

i  of 

7,661,421 

*3 

4l 

1,900,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

1 ,000,000 

0 

0 

4,400,000 

0 

0 

256,964 

8 

7f 

163,035 

1 1 

4f 

8,113 

16 

1  if 

35’ *49 
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ok 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Letant  company  - . - 

For  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland  —  — 

Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet-houie 

Towards  rebuilding  Newgate  - .  - - 

For  the  British  Mufeum  -  ■ — —  »■- 

For  the  American  {offerers  (to 

be  replaced  to  civil  ini)  —  73,704 

Money  paid  on  addreffes  —  S,9©8 

Ditto  to  Duncan  Campbell  for 

expence  of  convi&s,  ditto  —  14,719 

Civil  eftablilhment  of  Nova  Scotia  - — 

Ditto  - -  of  Ealt  Florida  — — 

Ditto  — —  of  Welt  Florida,  for  the 


P 

9 

4 


5,000 
5,830 
2  5,000 
10,000 

3,000 


97>33: 


o 

1 

o 


o 

6 

o 


o  o 

o  o 


ended  24th  June,  1779 
Ditto  — —  of  Georgia  — 

Ditto  - — -  of  Sc.  John  in  America 

For  the  cornmiffioners  of  public  accounts 
For  the  fupport  of  the  Britifh  forts  and  fe 
on  the  coall  of  Africa  - — 


year 


5,021  10 
3,95°  o 


S 

o 


To  pay  the  prizes  in  the  lottery 


Total  of  the  fupplies 
Vote  of  credit  — 


WAYS  and  MEANS. 


Malt  duty 
Land-tax 

Loan  - — 

Lottery 

Exchequer  bills 
Ditto  — 


Calh  in  the  hands  of  the  deputy  treafurer  of  the 
1  s,  per  lb.  for  Chelfea  Hofpital 
Difpofible  money  in  the  Exchequer 
Sinking  fund,  part  or  255,476/.  is.  lo^d,  £.  s. 

furplus  on  10th  October,  1781 
Ditto,  remains  of  ditto,  £. 

ditto  - 55j476 

Ditto,  furplus  on  5th 

April,  1782  —  615,284 

Ditto,  future  produce 


200,000  O 

5  •  d* 

I  loll 

>  670,760  II 

9+3 


Vote  of  credit 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means 
Vol.  XXV. 


-  2,700 

0 

0 

2,536 

0 

0 

-  3,000 

0 

3 

-  19,000 

s 

0 

0 

*  15,000 

0 

0 

-  405,000 

„  1 

0 

0 

■  602,369 

oi 

-  23,261,477 

1 1 

»  1,000,000 

0 

O 

24,261,477 

11 

t 

£■ 

4 1  .4 

s. 

t> 

d . 

•  750,000 

0 

O 

•  2,000,000 

0 

O 

-  13,500,000 

0 

O 

•  405,000 

0 

O 

-  1,500,000 

0 

O 

■  1,900,000 

0 

O 

2sMs 

2 

7 

10,25  I 

18 

11 

870,760 

1 1 

2-3. 

2,284,715 

10 

8 

23>244>373 

3 

4 i 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

in 


24,244,373 


3  4  i 

Total 


t*lH 
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Total  of  1  ,S“PP,ies 


(Ways  and  means 


—  24,261,4  77  I!  I 

—  24>244>373  3  4 


Deficiency  of  ways  and  means  — — — — 

The  loan  for  the  year  1782,  is  -  £, 

The  intereft  of  which,  at  5  A  ijs.  6d.  per  cent,  is 

Taxes  for  the  Tear  1782. 

An  additional  duty  of  one  /billing  a  barrel  on  all  fmall 
beer,  above  ten  /hillings  per  barrel,  and  withhold¬ 
ing  the  6  d,  drawback  on  malt  . . — 

Ditto  of  4  d.  per  pound  on  tobacco  — — * 

Ditto  of  one  farthing  per  pound  on  fait 
Ditto  on  medicinal  ditto,  2  s.  the  cwt,  — — — — 

Spanifh  and  Flemifh  brandies  to  pay  fame  duties  as 

French  — . .  — - — 

Additional  tax  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  excife  and 
euftoms  ■  .  rw—  *— — 

New  Taxes, 

Oe  every  100/.  infured  1/.  6d .  - - — 

A  flamp  duty  of  3  d»  on  every  inland  bill  of  ex¬ 
change  under  50/.  and  6d.,  on  ditto  above  50/. 
One  farthing  per  ton  per  mile  on  all  freight,  by  in¬ 
land  water  carriage  >■  . . .  — 

On  coafting,  ditto,  $d,  per  ton  on  all  freight  (ex¬ 
cepting  coals)  —  — ■■■  - 


Total  of  taxes 
Intereft  of  the  loan 


17,104 

7 

00 

t»lH 

1 3,400,000 

0 

O 

793,125 

0 

O 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

42,000 

0 

O 

14^333 

0 

O 

60,000 

0 

O 

5,000 

0 

O 

5,000 

0 

O 

235,000 

0 

O 

100,000 

0 

O 

50,000 

0 

O 

163,410 

0 

O 

I  2,000 

0 

O 

*13.743 

0 

O 

793>I25 

0 

O 

Excefs  of  Taxes 


20,618  o  o 


I 
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STATE  PAPERS. 


His  Majefly* s  moft  gracious  Speech  to 

both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  on  the 

2~jth  of  November,  1781. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

HEN  laft  I  met  you  in  par¬ 
liament,  I  acquainted  you 
with  the  arduous  lituation  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  at  that  time,  and  I  re- 
prefented  to  you  the  objects  which 
I  had  in  view,  and  the  refolution 
with  which  I  was  determined  to 
perfevere  in  the  defence  of  my 
dominions  againft  the  combined 
power  of  my  enemies,  until  fuch 
a  pacification  could  be  made  as 
might  confift  with  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  the  permanent  in- 
tereft  and  fecurity  of  my  people. 
The  war  is  ffill  unhappily  pro¬ 
longed  by  that  refflefs  ambition 
which  firft  excited  our  enemies  to 
commence  it,  and  which  ffill  con¬ 
tinues  to  difappoint  my  earned: 
defire  and  diligent  exertion  to  re- 
ffore  the  public  tranquillity ;  but 
I  fhould  not  anfvver  the  truft  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  fovereign  of  a  free 
people,  nor  make  a  fuffable  re¬ 
turn  to  my  fubje&s  for  their  con- 
ftant,  zealous,  and  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  my  perfon,  family, 
and  government,  if  I  confented  co 
facrifice,  either  to  my  own  defirc 
of  peace,  or  to  their  temporary 
cafe  and  relief,  thofe  effential 


rights  and  permanent  intereff  s,  upon 
the  maintenance  and  prefervation  of 
which,  the  future  ftrength  and  fe» 
curity  of  this  country  muff  ever 
principally  depend. 

The  favourable  appearance  of 
our  affairs  in  the  Eaff  Indies,  and 
the  fafe  and  profpe-rous  arrival  of 
the  numerous  commercial  fleets  of 
my  kingdoms j  muff  have  given 
you  fatisfa&ion ;  but  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  my  afliduous  endea¬ 
vours  to  guard  the  extenfive  do¬ 
minions  of  my  crown  have  not 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  equal 
to  the  juftice  and  uprightnefs  of 
my  views ;  and  it  is  with  great 
concern  that  I  inform  you,  that 
the  events  of  war  have  been  very 
unfortunate  to  my  arms  in  Virginia* 
having  ended  in  the  lofs  of  my 
forces  in  that  province. 

No  endeavours  have  been  want¬ 
ing  on  my  part  to  extinguifh  that 
(pint  of  rebellion  which  our  ene¬ 
mies  have  found  means  to  foment 
and  maintain  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  reffore  to  my  deluded  fubjedts 
in  America  that  happy  and  prof- 
perous  condition  which  they  for¬ 
merly  derived  from  a  due  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  laws ;  but  the  late 
misfortune  in  that  quarter  calls 
loudly  for  your  firm  concurrence 
and  afiiftance,  to  fruftrate  the  de- 
ffgns  of  our  enemies,  equally  pre¬ 
fer]  z  judicial 
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judicial  to  the  real  interefts  of 
America,  and  to  tliofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

In  the  lad  fefiion  you  made  a 
confiderable  progrefs  in  your  en¬ 
quiries  into  the  date  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  our  dominions  and  reve¬ 
nues  in  the  Ead  Indies.  — -  You 
will,  I  am  perfuaded,  refume  the 
profecution  of  that  important  de¬ 
liberation  with  the  fame  fpirit  and 
temper  in  which  it  was  begun,  and 
proceed  with  the  fame  attention 
and  anxiety  to  confider  how  thofe 
remote  provinces  may  be  held  and 
governed  with  the  greated  fecu- 
rity  and  advantage  to  this  country, 
and  by  what  means  the  happinefs 
of  the  native  inhabitants  may  be 
bed  promoted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  will  order  the  edimates  for  the 
cnfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 

I  rely  on  your  wifdom  and  public 
fpirit  for  fuch  fupplies  as  the  cir- 
cumdances  of  our  affairs  diall  be 
found  to  require.  Among  the 
many  ill  confequences  which  at¬ 
tend  the  continuation  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  I  mod  fincerely  regret 
the  additional  burthens  which  it 
mud  unavoidably  bring  upon  my 
faithful  fubje&s. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  profecution  of  this  great 
and  important  conted  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  1  retain  a  firm  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  protection  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  a  perfeCt  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  judice  of  my  caufe ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that,  by 
the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  my 
parliament,  by  the  valour  of  my 
fleets  and  armies,  and  by  a  vigo¬ 
rous,  animated,  and  united  exer- 
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tion  of  the  faculties  and  refources 
of  my  people,  I  fhall  be  enabled  to 
redore  the  blefling  of  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace  to  all  my  domi¬ 
nions. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  in  Parliament  of- 
fsmbled. 

Die  Martis,  27  No<vembris ,  ‘1781, 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par¬ 
liament  adembled,.  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
turn  your  majedy  our  humble  thanks 
for  your  mod  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

It  is  with  equal  concern  and  in¬ 
dignation  that  we  fee  the  war  pro¬ 
longed  by  that  redlefs  ambition 
which  fird  excited  your  majedy’s 
enemies  to  commence  it,  and  which 
dill  continues  to  difappoint  your 
majedy’s  earned  defire  and  dili¬ 
gent  exertion  to  redore  the  public 
tranquillity. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  fin- 
cered  and  warmed  gratitude,  your 
majedy’s  wifdom  and  condant  at¬ 
tention  to  the  real  welfare  of  your 
people,  equally  confpicuous  in 
your  earned  delire  of  peace,  and 
in  your  fixed  and  unalterable  refo- 
lution,  never  to  facrifice,  either  to 
that  defire,  or  to  the  temporary 
eafe  and  relief  of  your  fubjefts, 
thofe  eflential  rights  and  perma¬ 
nent  intereds,  upon  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  drength  and  fecurity 
of  this  country  mud  ever  princi¬ 
pally  depend. 

We  feel  great  fatisfa&ion  in  the 
favourable  appearance  of  our  af¬ 
fairs 
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fairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  in  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of 
thefe  kingdoms ;  but  we  regret 
that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  your 
majefty’s  afliduous  endeavours  to 
guard  the  extenflve  dominions  of 
your  crown  have  not  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs  equal  to  the 
juftice  and  uprightness  of  your 
majefty’s  views ;  and  we  lament 
that  the  events  of  war  have  been 

1 

fo  unfortunate  to  your  majefty’s 
arms  in  Virginia. 

We  are  gratefully  fenflble  of  the 
parental  folicitude  your  majefty 
has  flievvn  for  the  general  happi- 
jnefs  of  your  people,  in  the  endea¬ 
vours  your  majefty  has  ufed  to 
extinguifh  that  fpirit  of  rebellion 
which  our  enemies  have  found 
means  to  foment  and  maintain  in 
the  colonies,  and  to  reftore  to 
your  deluded  fubjedls  in  America, 
that  happy  and  profperous  condi¬ 
tion  which  they  formerly  derived 
from  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws ; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your 
majefty  of  our  firm  concurrence 
and  afliftance  to  fruftrate  the  de- 
iigns  of  our  enemies,  equally  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  real  interefts  of 
America,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  will,  without  lofs  of  time, 
refume  the  deliberation  upon  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  the  Britifh 
pofleflions  and  revenues  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  will  carry  it  on  with  the 
fame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which  it 
was  begun,  and  proceed  with  the 
fame  attention  and  anxiety  to  con- 
fider  how  thefe  remote  provinces 
may  be  held  and  governed  with 
the  greateft  fecurity  and  advantage 
to  this  country,  and  by  what 
means  the  happinefs  of  the  native 
inhabitants  may  be  belt  promoted. 


Firmly  refolved  to  decline  no 
difficulty  or  hazard  in  the  defence 
of  our  country,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  its  eftential  rights  and 
interefts,  we  fhall  continue  to  give 
our  moll  hearty  concurrence  and 
fupport  in  the  profecution  of  the 
great  and  important  conteft  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

We  rely  upon  the  protedlion  of 
Divine  Providence  in  fo  juft  a 
caufe,  and  fully  truft  that,  by  the 
concurrence  and  fupport  which 
we  fhall  moft  cheerfully  give,  by 
the  valour  of  our  fleets  and  armies, 
and  by  the  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertions  of  the  facul¬ 
ties  and  refources  of  your  people, 
your  majefty  will  be  enabled  to 
difappoint  the  ambitious  defigns 
of  your  enemies,  and  to  reftore 
the  blefling  of  a  fafe  and  honour¬ 
able  peace  to  all  your  dominions. 

His  Majefty* s  moft  gracious  Anftvcer \ 
My  Lords, 

I  thank  you  for  this  very  du¬ 
tiful  and  affedtionate  addrefs. — * 
The  aflurances  of  your  cheerful 
concurrence  and  fupport  in  the 
profecution  of  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  conteft  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  give  me  the  higheft  fa- 
tisfadtion,  and  muft  have  the  moft 
falutary  effedts.  It  fhall  be  my 
conftant  endeavour  to  make  the 
beft  ufe  of  this  fupport  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  the  foie  end  which  I 
have  ever  in  view,  a  fafe  and  ho-* 
nourable  peace. 


*Tbe  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King . 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

W  E,  your  majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
[7]  3  com- 


/ 


1 


394]  ANNUAL  RE 

commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  return  your 
majedy  the  thanks  of  this  houfe, 
for  your  moll  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  affure  your  majedy,  that  we 
fee  with  concern  that  the  war  is 
Hill  unhappily  prolonged  by  that 
reftlefs  ambition  which  fird  excited 
our  enemies  to  commence  it,  and 
which  dill  continues  to  difappoint 
your  majefty’s  earnefl  defire  and 
diligent  exertion  to  redore  the 
public  tranquillity. 

We  are  fenfibly  affected  by  your 
majedy  ?s  paternal  expreffions  of 
concern  for  the  real  welfare  of 
your  fubjedts ;  and  we  receive  with 
the  dronged  emotions  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  your  majefty’s  gracious 
and  endearing  declaration,  that 
you  Ihoulcl  not  anfwer  the  trull 
committed  to  the  fovereign  of  a 
free  people,  nor  make  a  fuitable 
return  to  your  fubjedts  for  their 
eondant,  zealous,  and  affectionate 
attachment  to  your  perfon,  fa¬ 
mily,  and  government,  if  you 
confented  to  facrihce,  either  to 
your  own  dedre  of  peace,  or  to 
their  temporary  cafe  and  relief, 
thofe  eden  ial  rights  and  perma¬ 
nent  intereds,  upon  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  prefervation  of'  which 
the  future  drength  and  fecurity 
of  this  country  mud  ever  princi¬ 
pally  depend. 

We  declare  on  our  part,  that 
we  know  no  means  of  making  to 
your  majedy  any  return  fo  fuitable 
and  fo  jud,  and  of  anfwering  the 
great  trud  committed  to  us  hy 
thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  as  by 
giving  your  majedy  this  firm  af- 
furance,  :hat  we  are  refolved  to 
adill  and  fupport  your  majedy  to 
the  utmod  of  our  power,  in  main¬ 
taining  and  preferring  the  effential 
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rights  and  permanent  intereds  of 
your  crown  and  people. 

The  favourable  appearance  of 
affairs  in  the  Ead  Indies,  and  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of  your 
kingdom,  have  given  us  great  fa- 
tisfadlion  :  but  we  fmcerely  regret 
that  your  majedy’s  affiduous  en¬ 
deavours  to  guard  your  extenfive 
dominions  have  not  in  all  places 
been  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and 
we  learn  with  the  deeped  concern,, 
that  the  events  of  war  have  been 
very  unfortunafe  to  your  majefty’s 
arms  in  Virginia,  and  have  ended 
in  the  lofs  of  your  forces  in  that 
province. 

We  are  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  principal  view  of  the  confede¬ 
racy  of  our  enemies  was  to  foment 
and  maintain  the  rebellion  in 
North  America;  and  under  the 
fpecious  delufion  of  the  edablifh- 
ment  of  an  independent  empire,  to 
render  your  majedy ’s  colonies  fub- 
fervient  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  crown  of  France  :  but  your 
majedy  may  rely  on  our  fteady  af- 
fidance  to  fecond  your  majedy’s 
endeavours  to  defeat  the  dangerous 
defigns  of  our  enemies,  equally 
prejudicial  to  the  real  intereds  of 
America,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  will  not  fail  to  refume  the 
great  and  momentous  con  fide  ra¬ 
tion 'of  the  date  and  condition  of 
the  dominions  and  revenues  which 
this  country  poffeffes  in  the  Ead 
Indies ;  and,  we  trud  that,  in  our 
deliberation  on  thefe  important 
matters,  we  fhall  proceed  with  the 
fame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which 
they  were  begun,  and  with  the 
fame  care  and  anxiety  to  confider 
how  thofe  remote  provinces  may 
be  heldj  and  governed  with  the 
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greateft  fecurity  and  advantage  to 
this  nation,  and  by  what  means 
the  happinefs  of  the  native  inha¬ 
bitants  may  be  belt  promoted. 

In  this  arduous  conjuncture,  we 
confider  it  as  our  firft  dut)  to  our 
country,  to  grant  your  majefty 
iuch  fupplies  as  the  circumftances 
of  affairs  Ihould  be  found  to  require. 
We  cannot  but  feel  that  the  war 
is  burthenfome  and  expenfive  ;  but 
we  are  convinced,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  is  juft  and  neceifary ; 
and  nothing  on  our  part  fhall  be 
wanting,  to  give  efficacy  and  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  valour  of  your  majefty's 
fleets  and  armies ;  and  we  fhall 
have  a  firm  confidence,  that  by  a 
vigorous,  animated,  and  united 
exertion  of  the  refources  and  fa¬ 
culties  of  the  nation,  and  of  the 
fpirit  of  a  free  people,  your  ma- 
jefty  will  be  enabled,  under  the 
protection  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  reftore  the  bleffing  of  a  fafe 
and  honourable  peace  to  all  your 
dominions. 

His  Majefty*  s  mojl  gracious  Anfvoer . 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  molt  cordial 
thanks  for  this  very  loyal,  dutiful, 
and  affectionate  addrefs. 

It  breathes  the  fpirit  and  firm- 
nefs  of  a  brave  and  free  people. 
Nothing  could  afford  me  fo  much 
fatisfaCtion,  or  tend  fo  effectually 
to  the  public  fafety  and  welfare 
in  this  critical  fituation. 


LORDS  PROTESTS. 

The  following  is  entered  agaivf  the 
Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
qn  Tuefdayy  No<v.  27th. 

IT  was  propofed  to  leave  out, 
after  the  fecond  paragraph  of 
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the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  motion,  and 
to  infert,  “  And  we  will,  without 
delay,  apply  ourfelves  with  united 
hearts  to  prooofe  and  digeft  fuch 
counfels,  to  oe  laid  at  his  royal 
feet,  as  may  excite  the  efforts, 
point  the  arms,  and  command  the 
confidence  of  all  his  fubjeCts.” 

After  long  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put  thereupon. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Contents  -  3 1 

Non  Contents  —  65  7  ^ 

Proxies  — —  103  /  ^ 

Then  the  queftion  was  put,  that 
the  motion  at  firft  propofed  do 
ftand  part  of  the  queftion. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Dissentient, 

For  reafons  too  often  urged  in 
vain  for  thefe  laft  feven  years 
againft  the  ruinous  profecution  of 
the  unjuft  war  carrying  on  by  his 
majefty 5  s  minifters  againft  the 
people  of  North  America,  and  too 
fatally  confirmed  by  repeated  ex¬ 
perience,  and  the  late  difgraceful 
lofs  of  a  fecond  armv,  to  ftand  in 
need  of  repetition. 

Richmond. 

Fitzwilliam. 

Rockingham. 


February  1 8. 

THIS  day  the  following  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  viz. 

££  That  it  is  highly  reprehen- 
“  Able  in  any  perfon  to  advife 
££  the  crown  to  exercife  its  indif- 
“  putable  right  of  creating  a 
££  peer  in  favour  of  a  perfon  la- 
“  bouring  under  the  heavy  cen- 
££  fure  of  a  court  martial ;  viz. 

*  This  court,  upon  due  confi- 
(  deration  of  the  whole  matter  be- 
[T]  4  £  fore 
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*  fore  them,  is  of  opinion.  That 
c  Lord  George  Sackville ,  is  guilty 
€  of  Raving  difobeyed  the  orders 
f  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunj — 

*  whom  he  was  by  his  com 

c  million  and  inftrubtions  directed 

*  to  obey,  as  commander  in  chief, 

*  according  to  the  rules  of  war  : 
and  it  is  the  further  opinion  of 

*  this  court,  that  the  faid  Lord 
€  George  Sackvilie  is,  and  he  is 

*  hereby  adjudged,  unfit  to  ferve 
e  his  majefty  in  any  military  ca- 

*  pacity  whatever. 

f  Which  fentence  his  majefty 

*  has  been  pleafed  to  confirm. 

*  And  public  orders  given  out 
4  in  confequence  thereof. 

'  It  is  his  majefty’s  pleafure, 
that  the  above  fentence  be  given 
c  out  in  public  orders,  that  offi- 
cers,  being  convinced,  that  nei- 

*  ther  high  birth  nor  great  em- 

*  ployments  can  Ihelter  offences 

*  of  fuch  a  nature ;  and,  that 
e  feeing  they  are  fubjedl  to  cen- 
e  fures  much  worfe  than  death,  to 

*  a  man  who  has  any  fenfe  of  ho- 
4  nour,  they  may  avoid  the  fatal 
4  confequences  arifing  from  the 
e  difobedience  of  orders.® 

This  motion  being  rejected  by 
a  majority  of  93  to  28,  the  follow¬ 
ing  proteft  was  entered : 

D  ISSENTIENT, 

“  Becaufe  we  cannot  look  upon 
the  raifmg  to  the  peerage  a  perfon 
fo  circumftanced,  in  any  other 
light,  than  as  a  meafure  fatal  to 
the  interefts,  as  well  as  the  glory 
of  the  crown,  and  to  the  dignity 
of  this  houfe,  infulting  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  late  fovereign,  and 
likewife  to  every  furviving  branch 
of  the  illultrious  houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick;  repugnant  to  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  military  difcipline,  and 
direblly  contrary  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  that  houfe,  which  has 


forages  been  the  glorious  charac- 
teriftic  of  the  Britilh  nation,  and 
which,  as  far  as  can  depend  on  us, 
we  find  ourfelves  called  upon,  not 
more  by  duty  than  inclination,  to 
tranfmit  pure  and  unfullied  to  pof® 
terity.” 

Ofborne,  Derby, 

Rutland,  Egremont, 

Pembroke,  Devoniliire, 

Craven,  Abingdon. 

Chatham, 

Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
his  Majefly ,  againjl  the  further 
Prof  cut  ion  of  the  American  W ar  ; 
n mth  his  Majefiy's  mof  gracious 
Anfwer . 

Esolved,  Wedn.  Feb.  27,  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  “  That 
an  humble  addrefs  be  preferred  to 
his  majefty,  moil  humbly  to  repre- 
fent  to  his  majefty  that  the  further 
profecution  of  offenfive  war  on  the 
continent  of  jMorth  America,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  re¬ 
volted  colonies  to  obedience  by 
force,  will  be  the  means  of  weak¬ 
ening  the  efforts  of  this  country 
againft  her  European  enemies, 
tends,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  dangeroufly  to  increafe 
the  mutual  enmity  1b  fatal  to  the 
interefts  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
America,  and,  by  preventing  an 
happy  reconciliation  with  that 
country,  to  fruftrate  the  earneft 
defire  gracioufly  expreffed  by  his 
majefty  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of 
public  tranquillity.’ * 

Refolded,  te  That  the  faid  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty 
by  the  whole  houfe.” 

Ordered ,  44  That  fuch  members 
of  this  houfe,  as  are  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  moft  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  do  humbly  know  his  majefty’s 
pleafure  when  he  will  be  attended 
by  this  houfe,” 


March 
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March  4.  His  Majejiy  was  gra- 

cioujly  pleafed  to  return  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Anfwer  to  the  aboase- 

mentioned  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

«  THERE  are  no  objefts  nearer 
to  my  heart  than  the  eafe,  happi- 
nefs,  and  profperity  of  my  people. 

“  You  may  be  affured  that,  in 
purfuance  to  your  advice,  I  (hall 
take  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  appear 
to  me  to  be  mod  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  revolted  co¬ 
lonies,  fo  effential  to  the  profpe¬ 
rity  of  both ;  and  that  my  efforts 
fliall  be  directed  in  the  mod  effec¬ 
tual  manner  againft  our  European 
enemies,  till  fuch  peace  can  be 
obtained  as  fliall  confift  with  the 
intereffs,  and  permanent  welfare 
of  my  kingdoms.” 

Befides  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  the  following  were 
alfo  prefented  to  his  majefty,  at 
the  fame  time,  praying  for  a 
fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war. 

The  addrefs,  remonftrance,  and 
petition  of  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
sex,  prefented  by  John  Wilkes 
and  George  Byng,  Efqrs. 

Ditto  of  Surrey,  by  Admiral 
Keppel  and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart. 

Ditto  of  London,  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Ditto  of  Weftminfter,  by  the 
Hon.  Charles  James  Fox. 

Ditto  of  Southwark,  by  N.  Pol- 
hill,  Efq.  and  Sir  Richard  Ho- 
tham,  Bart. 


An  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Ma - 
jefy  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
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the foregoing  mof  gracious  Anfwer 
to  their  Addrejs . 

IT  was  refolved  netnine  contra - 

dicente , 

“  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majedy,  to  return 
his  majefly  the  thanks  of  this 
houfe  for  his  mod  gracious  anfwer 
to  their  addrefs,  prefented  to  his 
majefty  on  Friday  laft,  and  for  the 
affurances  his  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  of  his  intention,  in 
thp  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  this 
houfe,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fliall  appear  mod;  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  revolted 
colonies  ;  and  that  his  eftbrts  fhall 
be  diredled,  in  the  moft  efreflual 
manner,  againft  our  European  ene¬ 
mies,  until  fuch  peace  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  as  fhall  confift  with  the 
permanent  welfare  and  profperity 
of  his  kingdom,  this  houfe  being 
convinced  nothing  can,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  lo  eftentially  promote  thofe 
great  objedls  of  his  majefty^s  pa¬ 
ternal  care  for  his  people,  as  the 
meafures  which  his  moft  faithful 
commons  have  moft  humbly  and 
earneftly  recommended  to  his  ma- 
jefty. 

The  fame  being  read,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  delivered  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  by  the  privy  counfellors 
members  of  the  houle. 


Addrefs  of  the  City  of  London  to  his 
Majefy,  with  his  Majefy' s*  mof 
gracious  Anjwer. 

St.  James’s,  April  1 2. 

THIS  day  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  the  Lord  Mayor,  the 
Aldermen,  Sheriffs,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London, 

waited 
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waited  upon  the  King  (being  in¬ 
troduced  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Manchefter,  Lord  Chamberlain 
of  his  Majefty’s  Houfehold)  with 
the  following  Addrefs,  which  was 
read  by  James  Adair,  Efa.  Re¬ 
corder. 

■€f’o  the  King* s  viojl  Excellent  Majefty . 

\ The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commons  of 
the  City  of  London ,  in  Common 
Council  affembled . 

Se  Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

<s  WE  your  majefty’s  moll  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
©f  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  affembled,  beg  leave  to  ap¬ 
proach  your  throne  with  fenti- 
ments  of  the  moll  fmcere  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  your  royal  per- 
fon  and  family,  and  humbly  to 
exprefs  our  warmeft  thanks  to 
your  majefty,  for  having  graci- 
oufly  complied  with  the  withes  of 
your  people,  in  making  a  change 
in  your  majefty’s  councils,  and 
taking  tbofe  perfons  into  your 
majefty’s  confidence,  who  are  re- 
fpedled  by  their  country  for  their 
conftitutional  principles,  and  di- 
ftlhguifhed  abilities,  and  whofe 
endeavours,  we  trull  with  the 
bleffmg  of  Providence,  will  reftore 
the  dignity  of  your  majefty’s 
crown,  union  among  your  people, 
and  promote  the  intereft  and  prof- 
perity  of  all  your  dominions. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  court. 

William  Rix.” 

To  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  moll 
gracious  anfwer. 

te  THE  affurances  given  me 
by  the  city  of  London,  of  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  my 
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perfon  and  family,  cannot  fail  of 
giving  me  the  higheft  fatisfaCtion* 
The  dignity  iof  my  crown,  the 
union  of  my  people,  and  the  in- 
terefts  and  profperity  of  all  my  do¬ 
minions,  mud  ever  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  objects  of  my  care.” 


Memorial  of  Prince  Gallitzin  and, 
Monf  de  Marcoff,  Mimjlers  of 
the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruff  as, 
prefented  to  the  States  General ; 
with  Mr.  Secretary  Fox’s  Letter 
to  Monk  Simolin,  Rujfan  Mi~ 
nifer  at  the  Court  of  London, 

Hague  Gazette  Extraordinary ,  April  3. 
RINCE  Gallitzin,  and  Monf. 
de  Marcoff,  joint  Minifters 
of  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
have  prefented,  this  day,  to  the 
States  General,  the  following  me¬ 
morial. 

“  The  underwritten,  joint  rni- 
nifters  of  the  Emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruffias,  in  confequence  of  the 
orders  given  them  to  accelerate 
as  much  as  in  them  lies,  the  faiu- 
tary  work  of  the  mediation  en- 
trailed  to  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
think  it  their  duty  to  lofe  no  time 
to  communicate  to  your  High 
Mightineffes  a  copy  of  a  letter 
written  to  Monf.  Simolin,  their 
fovereign’s  minifter  at  the  court 
of  London,  by  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary 
of  ftate  to  his  Britannic  Majefty. 
It  will  convince  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes  of  the  intentions  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty  to  be  fmcerely 
reconciled  to  the  republic,  on  the 
conditions  by  yourfelves  eftablifh- 
ed,  in  your  refolution  of  the  14th 
ult.  by  which  you  again  accept  of 
the  emprefs’s  mediation  ;  the  pre¬ 
liminary  conceffion,  made  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  concerning 
the  principal  article  of  the  treaty 
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of  1674,  feems  to  level  all  the 
obdacles  which  had  hitherto  pre¬ 
vented  your  entering  upon  a  ne- 
gociation  for  a  final  peace.  If, 
in  the  interim,  the  propofal  made 
in  the  faid  letter,  of  a  fufpenfion 
of  hodilit'es,  (hould  be  thought 
conformable  to  the  intereds  of  the 
nation,  nothing  could  be  more  fo 
to  the  principles  of  humanity  in 
general,  which  adluate  the  em- 
prefs,  and  to  her  private  fenti- 
ments,  of  benevolence  and  affec¬ 
tion  for  tins  fiate ;  efpecially  as 
fuch  a  meafure  has  the  double  ad¬ 
vantage  of  preventing  the  ufelefs 
effufion  of  blood  ;  and  from  this 
indant  relloiing  to  the  republic, 
the  enjoyments  of  the  rights  of 
freedom  in  trade  and  navigation, 
which  fall  to  the  fhare  of  neutral 
nations,  and  efpecially  thofe  that 
have  acceded  to  the  principles  of 
the  armed  neutrality. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  dif- 
pofition  equally  peaceful,  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  real  welfare  of  the 
date,  which  your  High  Mighti- 
neffes  have  always  manifeded  in 
the  mod  folemn  and  pofitive  man¬ 
ner  ;  the  under-written  flatter 
themfelves,  that  you  will  not  he- 
fitate  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
letter,  they  have  the  honour  to 
communicate,  in  order  to  take  a' 
quick  and  decifive  refolution,  that 
may  tend  to  reflore  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  with  your  old  friend  and 
ally,  upon  terms  as  honourable  as 
they  are  advantageous. 

(Signed) 

P.  Gallitzin. 

Marcoff. 

*Tht  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter 
alluded  to  in  the  above  Memorial : 

«  HAVING  laid  before  his 
pajefty  an  fxtradt  of  the  letter 
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which  you  did  me  the  honour. 
Sir,  of  communicating  from  Prince 
Gallitzin,  and  Monf.  de  Marcoff, 
1  nave  his  majefly’s  commands  to 
inform  you,  that  the  king,  de- 
firous  of  tedifying  his  intentions 
towards  their  High  Mightneffes, 
and  of  renewing  that  friendfhip 
which  has  been  fo  unfortunately 
interrupted  between  old  allies,  who 
ought  to  be  united  in  the  bonds 
of  mutual  intered,  is  ready  to  enter 
into  a  negociation,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fetting  on  foot  a  treaty 
of  peace,  on  the  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  that  which  was  agreed 
to  in  1674,  between  his  majedy 
and  the  republic ;  and  that  the 
better  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  a  plan  which  his  majedy  has 
fo  much  at  heart,  the  king  is 
willing  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  a  fufpenfion  of  hodilities, 
if,  on  their  part,  the  Lords  the 
States  General  fhould  think  fuch. 
a  meafure  fuitable  to  the  objedt 
in  view. 

“  I  am  commanded  by  his  ma¬ 
jedy  to  explain  to  you.  Sir,  his 
fentiments  on  fo  important  a  fub- 
jedt,  and  defire  you  will  impart 
the  fame  to  the  miniders  of  her 
Imperial  Majedy  to  their  High 
Mightnefles,  that  they  may  be 
conveyed,  without  the  lead  delay, 
to  the  miniders  of  the  republic ; 
being  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  mod 
convenient  dep,  with  the  medi¬ 
ation  and  good  offices  of  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majedy,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  fcourge  of  that  war,  which 
unfortunately  fubfids  between  the 
two  nations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed) 

C.  J.  Fox.” 

Th$ 
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p’he  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne1  s  Letter  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  relative  to  arming  the 
People,  together  with  the  Heads 
of  the  Plan  therein  inclofed. 

Whitehall ,  7 ih  of  May,  1782. 
CIRCULAR  COPY. 

S  I  R, 

I S  majefty  has  commanded 
me  to  exprefs  his  firm  re¬ 
liance  upon  the  fpirit  and  loyalty 
©f  his  people,  and  his  royal  con¬ 
fidence,  that,  during  this  feafon 
©f  difficulty,  their  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  will  not  be  wanting  to  give 
unqueftionable  proofs  of  their  at¬ 
tachment  and  emulation  for  his 
fervice ;  and  forefeeing  that  by 
wife,  ftrenuous,  and  timely  pre¬ 
parations,  he  may  not  only  difap- 
point  or  defeat  any  hoftile  at¬ 
tempts,  but,  by  appearing  ftrong 
and  united  at  home,  he  may  be 
enabled  to  make  the  more  power¬ 
ful  efforts  for  maintaining  his  ho¬ 
nour.  and  the  public  intereffis  a- 
broad,  and  thereby  lay  the  fureff 
foundations  for  a  fafe,  an  honour¬ 
able,  and  a  lading  peace  ;  and  as 
the  populoufnefs  of  the  principal 
towns  and  cities  of  Great-Britain, 
naturally  offers  the  greateft  facili¬ 
ty,  as  well  for  forming  into  corps, 
as  for  learning  the  military  exer- 
cife,  without  lofs  of  time,  inter¬ 
ruption  of  labour,  or  any  confi- 
derable  fatigue,  his  majefty  has 
commanded  me  to  tranfmit  to  you 
the  inclofed  propofuions,  which 
have  been  fabmitted  to  his  ma- 
jetty.  as  at  lea  ft  a  temporary  plan 
for  augmenting  the  domeftic  force 
©f  the  nation,  which  being  a- 
dopted  or  improved,  according 
to  the  circumftances  and  fituation 
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of  the  town,  of  which  you  are 
the  chief  magiftrate,  may  tend  to 
the  immediate  formation  of  a 
great  and  refpeftable  addition  to 
the  national  force  at  home,  on 
the  moft  natural  and  conftitutional 
principles. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  have  his  ma- 
jefty’s  commands  to  fignify  to  you 
his  defire  and  recommendation, 
that  you  Ihould  take  the  fame  into 
immediate  confideration,  and,  af¬ 
ter  having  confidered  it,  report  to 
me  whatever  obfervations  may 
occur  to  you  for  the  carrying  into 
execution  a  plan,  the  purpofe  of 
which  is  to  give  fecurity  to  your 
own  perfons  and  property,  and  to 
the  general  defence  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Shelburne, 

Heads  of  a  Plan  for  railing  Corps 

in  the  feveral  Towns  in  Great 

Britain. 

1  ft.  The  principal  towns  in 
Great  Britain  to  furnilh  one  or 
more  battalions  each,  or  a  certain 
number  of  companies  each,  in 
proportion  to  their  fize  and  num¬ 
ber  of  inhabitants. 

2d.  The  officers  to  be  appointed 
from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  or  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  town,  either  by  com- 
miffion  from  his  majefty,  or  from 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  town  in 
which  the  corps  are  railed. 

3d.  They  are  to  be  poffefled  of 
fome  certain  eftate  in  land  or  mo¬ 
ney,  in  proportion  to  their  rank. 

4th.  Adjutant  or  town  major 

in 
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in  each  town,  to  be  appointed  by  his 
majefty. 

5th.  A  proper  number  of  fer- 
jeants  and  corporals,  from  the  ar¬ 
my,  to  be  appointed  for  the  corps 
in  each  town,  in  proportion  to  their 
number. 

6th.  The  faid  ferjeants  and 
corporals,  as  well  as  the  adju¬ 
tant,  or  town  major,  to  be  in  go¬ 
vernment  pay. 

7th.  The  men  to  exercife  fre¬ 
quently,  either  in  battalion,  or  by 
companies,  on  Sundays,  and  on  all 
holidays,  and  alfo  after  their  work 
is  over  in  the  evenings. 

8th.  Arms,  accoutrements,  and 
ammunition,  to  be  furnifhed  at 
the  expence  of  government,  if  re¬ 
quired. 

9th.  Proper  magazines  or  Aore- 
houfes  to  be  chofen  or  ereCted  in 
each  town  for  keeping  the  faid 
arms,  &c. 

10th.  The  arms  and  accoutre¬ 
ments  to  be  delivered  out  at  times 
of  exercife  only,  and  to  be  returned 
into  the  ftores  as  foon  as  the  exercife 
is  finifhed. 

Iith.  The  adjutant  or  town 
major  to  be  always  prefent  at  ex¬ 
ercife,  and  to  fee  that  the  men 
afterwards  march  regularly,  and 
lodge  their  arms  in  the  flore- 
houfes. 

1 2th.  Proper  penalties  to  be  in¬ 
flicted  on  fuch  as  abfent  themfelves 
from  exercife,  and  alfo  for  difobe- 
dience  of  orders,  infolence  to  their 
officers,  and  other  diforderly  beha¬ 
viour. 

13  th.  The  above  corps  not  to 
be  obliged  on  any  account,  or  by 
any  authority  whatever,  to  move 
from  their  refpe&ive  towns,  except 
in  times  of  aCtual  invafion  or  re¬ 
bellion. 

14th.  Us  majefly  ffiall  then 
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have  power  to  order  the  faid  corps 
to  march  to  any  part  of  Great 
Britain,  as  his  fervice  may  re¬ 
quire. 

15th.  They  are  on  fuch  occa- 
flons  to  aCt  either  feparately  or  in 
conjunction  with  his  majefty ’s  re¬ 
gular  forces,  and  be  under  the 
command  of  fuch  general  officers 
as  his  majefty  fhall  think  proper  to 
appoint, 

1 6th.  Both  officers  and  men  to 
receive  full  pay  as  his  maj  efty’s 
other  regiments  of  foot,  from  the 
day  of  their  march,  and  as  long 
as  they  fhall  continue  in  fervice  out 
of  their  towns. 

17th.  They  are  to  be  fubjeCl  to 
military  difcipline  in  the  fame 
manner  as  his  maje fly’s  regular 
forces,  during  the  faid  time  of  their 
being  fo  called  out  and  receiving 
government  pay. 

1 8th.  All  officers  who  fhould  be 
difabled  in  aCtual  fervice,  to  be  en¬ 
titled  to  half-pay;  and  all  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  private 
men  difabled,  to  receive  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  Chelfea  Hofpital. 

19th.  The  widows  of  officers 
killed  in  the  fervice  to  have  a  pen- 
fion  for  life. 


A  Letter  f  rom  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washington  ; 
the  General* s  Anfwer ,  and  Refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs  thereupon . 

Philadelphia ,  June  I. 
ExtraEl  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excel¬ 
lency  General  Wafhington  to  Con- 
grfsy  dated  Head  Quarters,  May 
10,  1782. 

“  T  U  S  T  as  I  am  clofing  thefe 
difpatches,  a  letter  from 
sir  G  uy  Carieton  is  handed  me, 

covering 
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covering^'  fundry  printed  papers,  a 
copy  of  which,  with  the  papers, 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclofe 
to  your  excellency,  together  with 
a  copy  of  n  y  aniwer  to  him  ;  and 
I  flatter  my Hf  my  conduct  here¬ 
in  will  be  agreeable  to  the  wilhes 
of  Congrefs.” 

Head  Quarters,  'Hc'iv  York , 

Sir,  Nlay  y ,  1 7  B  2 . 

HAVING  been  appointed  by 
his  majefty  to  the  command  of  the 
forces  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
joined  with  Admiral  Digby  in  the 
commiffion  of  peace,  I  find  it  pro¬ 
per  in  this  manner  to  apprize  your 
excellency  of  my  arrival  at  New 
York. 

The  occafion.  Sir,  feems  to  ren¬ 
der  this  communication  proper, 
but  the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  time  render  it  alfo  indipenfi- 
ble,  as  I  find  it  juft  to  tranfmit 
herewith  to  your  excellency  cer¬ 
tain  papers,  from  the  perufal  of 
which  your  excellency  will  per¬ 
ceive  what  difpofitions  prevail  in 
the  government  and  people  of 
England  towards  thofe  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  what  further  effeds  are 
likely  to  follow ;  if  the  like  paci¬ 
fic  difpofitions  Ihould  prevail  in 
this  country,  both  my  inclination 
and  duty  will  lead  me  to  meet  it 
with  the  moll  zealous  concur¬ 
rence.  In  all  events,  Sir,  rt  is 
with  me  to  declare,  that,  if  war 
mull  prevail,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
render  its  miferies  as  light  to  the 
people  of  this  continent  as  the 
circumftances  of  fuch  a  condition 
will  poffibly  permit. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find 
that  private  and  unauthorifed  per- 
fons  have  on  both  fides  given  way 
to  thofe  paflions  which  ought  to 
hav©  received  the  ftrongeft  and 
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have  begot  ads  of  retaliation, 
which,  without  proper  prevention, 
may  have  an  extent  equally  cala¬ 
mitous  and  difhonourable  to  both 
parties,  though  as  it  ftiould  feem 
more  extenfively  pernicious  to  the 
natives  and  fettlers  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

How  much  foever.  Sir,  we  may 
differ  in  other  refpeas,  upon  this 
one  point  we  muff  perfectly  con¬ 
cur,  being  alike  interefted  to  pre- 
ferve  the  name  of  Englifhmen  front 
reproach,  and  individuals  from 
experiencing  fuch  unneceflary  evils 
as  can  have  no  effed  upon  a  ge¬ 
neral  decifion;  every  proper  mea- 
fure  which  may  tend  to  prevent 
thefe  criminal  exceffes  in  indi¬ 
viduals  I  (hall  be  ever  ready  to 
embrace ;  and  as  an  advantage  on 
my  part,  I  have,  as  the  fir  ft  ad  of 
my  command,  enlarged  Mr,  Li- 
vingfton,  and  have  written  to  his 
father  upon  the  fubjed  of  fuch 
excefies  as  have  paffed  in  New 
Jerfey,  defiring  his  concurrence  in 
fuch  meafures,  as,  even  under  the 
conditions  of  war,  the  common  in- 
terefts  of  humanity  require. 

1  am  further  to  acquaint  you. 
Sir,  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  fent  this  day  a  fimilar  letter 
of  compliment  to  Congrefs,  but 
am  informed  it  is  previoufly  ne~ 
ceffary  to  obtain  a  paffport  from 
your  excellency,  which  I  there¬ 
fore  hope  to  receive,  if  you  have 
no  objedion  for  the  paffage  of  Mr. 
Morgan  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
above  purpofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  * 

Guy  Carleton. 
His  Excellency  Gm.  Wajhington , 

.  SIR, 
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Head  Quarters,  May  io,  1782. 

S  I  R, 

I  HAD  the  honour  laft  evening 
to  receive  your  excellency’s  letter 
of  the  7th,  with  the  feveral  papers 
enclofed.  ' 

Ever  fince  the  commencement 
of  this  unnatural  war,  my  con- 
du£t  has  borne  invariable  tefti« 
mony  againft  thofe  inhuman  ex- 
cefies  which  in  too  many  inftances 
have  marked  its  various  progrefs. 

With  refpedl  to  a  late  tranfac- 
tion,  to  which  f  prefume  your  ex¬ 
cellency  alludes,  I  have  already 
exprefled  my  fixed  refolution,  a 
refolution  formed  on  the  mod  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation,  and  from  which 
I  fhall  not  recede. 

I  have  to  inform  your  excel¬ 
lency,  that  your  requeft  of  a  paff- 
port  for  Mr.  Morgan  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  will  be  conveyed  to 
Congrefs  by  the  earlieU  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  you  may  reft  allured 
that  I'  will  embrace  the  firft  mo¬ 
ment  to  communicate  to  you 
their  determination  thereon. 

Many  inconveniences  and  difor- 
ders  having  arifen  from  an  impro¬ 
per  admiflion  of  flags  at  various 
polls  of  the  two  armies,  which 
have  given  rife  to  complaints  on 
both  fides — to  prevent  abufes  in 
future,  and  for  the'  convenience 
of  communication,  I  have  con¬ 
cluded  to  receive  all  flags  from 
within  your  lines  at  the  poll  of 
Dobb’s  Ferry,  and  no  where  elfe, 
fo  long  as  the  head  quarters  of  the 
two  armies  remain  as  at  prefent* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Washington. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton . 


By  the  United  States  in  Congrefs ,  ajfcm- 
bled  May  14,  1782. 

THE  letter  of  the  10th,  from 
-the  commander  in  chief,  being 
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read,  incloling  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  him  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
dated  head  quarters.  New  York, 
May  2,  17S2. 

Refolved,  That  the  commander 
in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is  direct¬ 
ed  to  refufe  the  requeft  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  of  a  paflport  for 
Mr.  Morgan,  to  bring  difpatches 
to  Philadelphia. 

Publilhed  by  order  of  the  Congrefs, 
Cha.  Thompson,  Sec. 


Resolution  of  Congress. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  df 
fembled \  Qflober  4,  1782.  , 

WHEREAS  by  the  articles 
of  confederation  and  per¬ 
petual  union,  the  foie  and  exclu- 
live  right  of  making  peace  is  veil¬ 
ed  in  the  United  States  in  Con¬ 
grefs  aflembled  ;  and  by  the  treaty 
of  alliance  between  his  Molt  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty  and  thefe  United 
States,  it  is  declared,  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  contracting  parties 
fmall  conclude  peace  or  truce 
with  Great  Britain,  without  the 
confent  of  the  other;  and  mi- 
nifters  plenipotentiaries  of  thefe 
United  States  in  Europe,  are  veil¬ 
ed  with  full  power  and  authority, 
in  their  behalf,  and  in  concert 
with  their  allies,  to  negotiate  and 
conclude  a  general  peace :  never- 
thelefs,  it  appears,  the  Bridlh 
court  ftill  flatters  itfelf  with  the 
vain  hope  of  prevailing  on  the 
United  States  to  agree  to  fome 
terms  of  dependence  on  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  at  lealt  to  a  feparate  peace $ 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  commiflioners  may  be  fent  to 
America  to  offer  propofltions  of 

that 
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that  nature  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  fecret  emiffaries  may  be 
employed  to  delude  and  deceive. 
In  order  to  extinguilh  ill-founded 
hopes,  to  fruftrate  infidious  at¬ 
tempts,  and  to  manifelt  to  the 
whole  world  the  purity  of  the  in¬ 
tentions,  and  the  fixed  unaltera¬ 
ble  determination  of  the  United 
States, 

Refolved  unanimoufiy.  That, 
Congrefs  are  fmcerely  defirous  of 
an  honourable  and  permanent 
peace ;  that  as  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  it,  they  will  inviolably 
adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance 
with  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
and  conclude  neither  a  feparate 
peace  nor  truce  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain;  that  they  will  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  until,  by  the 
blefiing  of  God  on  the  united 
arms,  a  peace  (hall  be  happily 
accomplilhed,  by  which,  the  full 
and  abfolute  fovereignty  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  thefe  United  States 
having  been  duly  allured,  their 
rights  and  intereffs,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  their  allies,  fhall  be  effec¬ 
tually  provided  for  and  fecured. 

That  Congrefs  will  not  enter 
into  the  difcuffion  of  any  overtures 
for  pacification,  but  in  confidence 
and  in  concert  with  his  Moll 
Chrifcian  Majelty. 

That  to  guard  again  11  the  fe¬ 
cret  artifices  and  machinations  of 
the  enemy,  it  be,  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  refpeCtive 
States,  to  be  vigilant  and  aCtive 
in  detecting  and  feizing  all  Britilh 
emiffaries  and  fpies,  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nilhment ;  that  it  be  enjoined  on 
all  officers  of  departments  charged 
with  perfons  coming  from  the 
enemy  under  the  protection  of 
hags  of  truce,  to  take  fpecial  care 
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that  fuch  perfons  do  not  abufe 
their  privileges,  but  be  reltrained 
from  all  intercourfe  with  the  coun¬ 
try  and  inhabitants,  which  is  not 
neceffary  for  tranfa&ing  the  pub¬ 
lic  bufmefs  on  which  they  may  be 
fe'nt ;  and  lallly,  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  feveral  States,  that 
no  fubjeCt  of  his  Britannic  Majelty,, 
coming  direCtly  or  indirectly  from 
any  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions, 
be  admitted  into  any  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  during  the  war. 

Cha,  Thompson,  Sec. 


A  French  State  Pa-per, 

A  Letter  from  Monfeur  du  Portail, 
a  French  officer  in  the  fervice  of 
America,  to  Monfeigneur  he 
Comte  de  St.  Germain,  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  War  Depart - 
went  in  France ,  dated  at  Wafh- 
ington’r  Carnp  at  White  Marlh, 
twelve  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

Nov,  iz,  1778. 

Monfeigneur, 

HAVE  had  the  honour  of  giv¬ 
ing  you  an  account  of  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Brandywine  and  German 
Town,  and  of  fending  you  the 
plans,  with  that  of  Philadelphia 
and  its  environs,  within  five 
leagues,  to  enable  you  to  judge  of 
the  fituation  of  General  Howe. 
I  hope  you  have  received  them. 
Till  now  General  Howe  has  not 
taken  the  two  forts  on  the  river, 
which  hinder  veffels  coming  up  to 
the  city,  and  deprive  him  of  all 
communications  with  them,  but  by 
the  little  paffage  which  I  have 
marked  on  the  map,  and  from 
which  we  can  ealilv  cut  him  off 

y 

this  winter,  when  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed  a  reinforcement  of  victorious 

troops 
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troops  from  the  north.  We  rec¬ 
kon  on  ftriking  a  flroke  on  the 
other  fide  of  Schuylkil.  There 
are  already  troops  in  the  Jerfeys 
on  the  left-hand  bank  of  the  De¬ 
laware.  On  this  plan.  General 
Howe  will  be  obliged  to  remain 
in  Philadelphia,  and  run  a  great 
rifk  of  dying  by  hunger ;  but,  in 
truth,  we  do  not  hope  for  fo 
much.  Pie  will  furely  take  the 
forts,  if  he  attacks  them  well, 
and  then  he  will  have  a  communi¬ 
cation  with  his  fleet.  You  fee, 
Monfeigneur,  that  for  people  that 
have  been  beat  twice,  we  are  in  no 
very  bad  poflure  ;  we  owe  this  to 
the  Engiilh  having  but  little  ca¬ 
valry,  fo  that  they  were  incapa¬ 
ble  of  purfuing  their  victory  ;  we 
owe  it  yet  more  to  the  woods  and 
obftacles  of  every  fort,  with  which 
this  country  is  defended. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  natural 
enough,  after  the  experience  of 
this  campaign,  to  a  Ik  this  quef- 
tion.  Will  the  Americans  fucceed 
In  making  themfelves  free  or  not  ? 
In  France,  without  doubt,  they 
can  only  judge  by  what  is  paft ; 
they  will  hold  the  affirmative ;  as 
for  us,  who  have  been  witneffes 
of  the  whole,  it  is  another  affair. 

o  make  Jhort  of  the  matter ,  it  is  not 
the  good  conduct  of  the  Americans 
that  enaAled  them  to  make  a  cam¬ 
paign  on  the  whole  fuficiently  fortu¬ 
nate.  It  is  the  fault  of  the 
English.  It  was  an  enormous 
fault  of  the  Britifh  government  to 
require  General  Burgoyne  to  tra- 
verfe  more  than  200  leagues  of  a 
country,  replete  with  difficulties, 
almoft  defert,  and  of  confequence, 
very  ufelefs  to  take,  and  that  only 
to  join  Generals  Howe  and  Clin¬ 
ton  in  the  middle  of  the  country. 
This  projeft  might  appear  very 
Vol.  XXV. 
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magnificent  in  the  cabinet  of  Lon¬ 
don,  but  to  thofe  who  know  the 
country  it  was  highly  defective. 

This  judgment  on  my  part  is 
not  after  the  event.  You  may  re¬ 
member,  perhaps,  Monfeigneur, 
that  I  was  in  very  good  humour 
with  the  Engiilh  for  oppofmg  to 
us  only  ten  thoufand  men  here, 
and  that  I  greatly  hoped  General 
Burgoyne  would  not  arrive  here 
till  the  Held  could  no  longer  be 
kept ;  that  his  army  would  be  half 
deflroyed  by  hunger,  mifery,  and 
defertion,  together  with  daily  Iof¬ 
fes  fullered  from  our  militia,  Mat¬ 
tered  through  the  woods,  who 
lighting  thus  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  themfelves,  the  event  has  been 
more  happy  than  I  could  have 
even  hoped. 

If  the  Englifh  inflead  of  mak¬ 
ing  fo  many  dhverfons ,  which  have 
been  all  too  much  at  the  expence  of 
the  principal  action ,  had  oppofed 
General  Wafhington  with  twenty 
thoufand  men,  I  do  not  very  well 
know,  what  would  have  become 
of  us.  As  for  us,  in  doubling  our 
army,  we  fhould  have  nearly  re¬ 
doubled  his  force,  and  we  fhould 
have  tripled  our  own  embarraff- 
ment.  Thus  much  for  the  plan 
of  this  campaign. 

If  we  examine  next  the  conduft 
of  General  Howe,  we  fhall  fee 
that  he  has  not  done  even  what  he 
had  ip  his  power  to  do.  As  I  had> 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  after 
the  battle  of  Brandywine,  if  the 
Englijh  had  followed  up  their  ad¬ 
os  ant  ages  that  day ,  JfP.fpington  s 
army  would  have  been  fpoken  of  no 
more.  Since  that  time,  likewife. 
General  Howe  has,  in  all  his  ope¬ 
rations,  exhibited  fuch  flownefs 
and  timidity,  as  on  every  turn  to 
prove  the  object  of  my  afonifb - 

IT/1  merit* 
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went,  But  we  mull  recoiled,  they 
may  fend  another  general,  and 
then  we  fhall  not  find  ourfelves  fo 
fortunately  circumftanced.  As  for 
the  rell,  the  events,  which  de¬ 
pend  on  the  ability  of  generals 
not  being  to  be  forefeen,  we  can¬ 
not  count  on  them  in  our  fpecula- 
tions  on  the  future. 

Having  then  a  reference  only 
to  the  number  of  troops,  I  think 
I  may  affert,  if  the  Englilh  can 
have  here  thirty  thou  fan  d  effe£tive 
troops,  THEY  MUST  REDUCE 
THIS  COUNTRY. 

A  fecond  thing  which  mull  haf- 
ten  this  reduflion,  and  even  of  it- 
felf  nearly  effect  it,  is  the  want  of 
warlike  fores .  'They  want  almofi 
every  thing.  Another  object  is, 
they  are  in  want  of  both  linen  and 
woollen  cloths,  leather,  cordage, 
fait,  fpirituous  liquors,  fugars. 
Sec.  Thefe  lafl  articles  are  more 
important  than  at  firfl  might  be 
imagined.  Before  the  war,  the 
Americans,  though  defpifing  lux¬ 
ury,  had  in  abundance  every 
thing  that  is  neceffary  to  an  eafy 
and  agreeable  life.  To  have  no 
great  matters  to  do,  to  pafs  the 
greatefl  part  of  their  time  in  fmok- 
ing  or  drinking  fpirituous  liquors 
or  tea,  was  the  taileof  thefe  coun¬ 
tries.  It  is  then  very  little  with 
their  inclinations,  that  they  find 
themfelves  transformed,  at  a 
flroke,  into  a  warlike  people,  and 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  leading 
a  hard,  and  frugal  life.  So  much 
do  they  in  general  detef  the  wary 
that  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  if  their  wants 
are  but  increafed  to  a  certain 
point,  they  would  prefer  the  yoke 
of  the  Englilh,  to  a  liberty  which 
coils  them  the  comforts  of  life. 

This  language  ailonilhes  you, 
Monfeigneur,  but  in  truth,  fuch 


is  the  people.  They  are  foft  with- 
out  refort,  without  vigour,  with¬ 
out  paffion,  for  a  caufe  which 
they  fuflain  only,  becaufe  it  is 
natural  to  them  to  follow  the 
movement  with  which  they  have 
been  impreffed.  There  is  a  hundred 
times  more  emhufafm  for  this  revo¬ 
lution  in  a  cojfee-houfe  at  Paris  than 
in  all  the  colonies  united . 

It  is  neceffary,  therefore,  for 
France,  if  fhe  wifhes  to  fupport 
this  revolution,  to  furnifh  the 
people  with  every  neceffary,  nor 
fuffer  them  to  fuflain  any  confi- 
derable  want.  It  will  cofl  France 
a  great  fum,  even  feme  millions, 
hut  foe  will  he  amply  repaid  hy  the 
ANNIHILATION  of  the  MARINE 
power  of  England ,  which  having  N  O 
longer  any  colonies  can  in  a 
little  time  have  no  marine.  Com¬ 
merce  will  of  confequence  pafs  over  to 
France ,  which  can  in  that  cafe  have 
no  rival  among  the  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Some  perfons  have  pretended, 
that  France  has  no  interefl  in  fee¬ 
ing  the  Englilh  colonies  form  a 
free  flate,  and  that  we  might 
thereby  run  the  hazard  of  lofmg 
our  own  colonies  ;  but  whoever 
knows  this  country  fees,  that  it 
will  be  fome  ages  before  they 
could  fend  forth  a  fquadron  to 
make  conquefls,  and  long  before 
that  the  jealoufies  which  one  pro¬ 
vince  entertains  of  another,  (the 
appearances  of  which  are  already 
difcernable)  will  have  divided 
them  into  different  flates,  none 
of  which  will  be  to  be  feared.  I 
may  be  allied,  whether  France  had 
not  better  make  a  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  and  fend  twelve 
or  fifteen  thou  fan  d  men  hither,  to 
effeft  more  readily  this  revolution. 
This  would  be  the  eife&ual  rae^. 

•  thod 
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thod  of  fpoiling  all.  This  people , 
though  at  <war  with  the  Englifb, 
hate  the  Trench  more  than  them  ;  we 
prove  this  every  day  ;  and not  wit  h- 
Jlanding  every  thing  ihat  France  has 
doney  or  can  do  for  thesn ,  they  vsill 
prefer  a  reconciliatiofi  with  their  an¬ 
cient  brethren.  Should  they  for 
the  moment  confent  to  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  French  troops,  their 
natural  antipathy  would  loon  fhevv 
itfelf,  and  produce  the  moil  Fatal 
quarrels. 

There  is  yet  another  project:  to 
examine.  May  not  France,  forced 
to  make  open  war  on  England, 
feek  to  pofiefs  herfelf  of  Canada, 
in  concert  with  the  Congrefs. 

After  the  obfervations  in  the 
preceding  article,  it  appears,  that 
Congrefs  would  utterly  rejedl  fuch 
an  arrangement.  They  would  not 
feek  freedom  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  French,  for  they  would  not 
expedl  to  retain  it  long.  If  they 
muft  needs  be  dependant ,  they  had  ra¬ 
ther  be  fo  on  England. 

If  France  does  not  declare  war 
againd  England,  die  mud  by  every 
means  that  policy  can  fugged, 
prevent  the  Engliih  from  having 
more  than  from  twenty-five  to 
tliirty-thoufand  men  here  at  mod. 
The  American  dates  will  not  have 
more  this  campaign.  General 
Wafhington  has  never  had  more 
than  15,000,  Gen.  Gates  10,000, 
and  Gen.  Putnam  from  five  to  dx 
thoufand.  Perhaps  they  would 
not  be  able  to  augment  the  whole 
by  one  quarter  in  cafe  of  necef- 
fity. 

You  have  here,  perhaps,  Mon- 
feigneur,  more  than  you  have  afk- 
ed  of  me,  but  forgive  me  thefe 
didertations,  through  a  defire  of 
fulfilling,  at  lead,  your  inten¬ 
tions,  and  of  rendering  ray  abode 
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here,  if  podible,  ufeful  to  my 
country. 

I  am, 

with  the  mod  perfedlrefpect,  &c„ 
(Signed) 

Du  POF.TAIL, 

To  Monfeigneur  the  Count 
de  St.  Germain ,  Mini- 
fier  of  War ,  at  the  Court 
of  France . 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 

Great  Britain  in  Parliament  af- 

fembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Freehold¬ 
ers  of  the  County  of  York. 

Sheweth, 

HAT  your  petitioners,  fen- 
fible  of  the  original  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  conditution  of  this 
country,  mod  ardently  wifh  to 
have  it  maintained  upon  the  ge¬ 
nuine  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded. 

Your  petitioners  further  drew, 
that  it  is  neceflary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  that  the  Commons’ 
Houfe  of  parliament  Ihould  have  a 
common  intered  with  the  nation  ; 
and  that  in  the  prelent  date  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  do  not  fufhciently  fpeak  the 
voice  of  the  people. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  hum¬ 
bly  pray  this  honourable  houfe  to 
take  into  their  mod  ferious  cond- 
deration  the  prefent  date  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  and  to  apply  fuch  re¬ 
medy  to  this  great  and  alarming 
evil,  as  to  this  honourable  houfe 
may  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  diall  ever 
pray,  &c. 

[U]  2  Heads 
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pleads  of  two  principal  Acts  of 
Parliament  paffed  during  the 
prefent  Seffion. 

An  Adi  for  better  fecuring  the  Fre- 
dom  of  Elediions  cf  Members  to 
f erase  in  F arli ament ,  by  di fabling 
certain  Officers ,  employed  ins  the 
Collection  or  Management  of  his 
Majefy’s  Revenues ,  from  giving 
their  Cotes  at  fuch  Ele diions. 

IT' ROM  Auguft  i ,  1782,  no 
^  commiffioner  or  officer  em¬ 
ployed  in  colleiting  or  managing 
the  duties  of  excife,  cuftoms,  & c. 
fh all  have  any  vote  in  the  election 
of  members  of  parliament. 

The  penalty  on  perfons  voting, 
who  are  difqualified  by  this  ad, 
as  100/.  and  rendered  incapable  of 
executing  any  office  or  place  of 
trull,  &c. 

Claufe,  not  to  extend  to  corn- 
miiiioners  of  the  land  tax,  or  per¬ 
fons  adding  under  them  ;  nor  to  of¬ 
fices  held  by  letters  patent  for  any 
eilate  of  inheritance  ;  nor  to  per¬ 
fons  who  {hall  refign  their  offices 
before  Augufl  1,  1782. 

Limitations,  of  actions,  viz.  iz 
months  after  the  penalty  is  incur¬ 
red. 

An  Adi  for  refraining  any  Perfon 
concerned  in  any  CotitradI,  C'om- 
mijjion,  or  Agreement ,  made  for 
the  Public  Service,  from  being 
elected ,  or,  fitting  and  voting  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Co m~ 
mons . 

FTER  the  end  of  this  feffion, 
all  perfons  holding  contrails 
for  the  public  fervice,  (hall  be  in¬ 
capable  of  being  elected,  or  fitting 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Any  member  accepting  a  con¬ 
trail,  or  continuing  to  hold  any 
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contract  after  the  commeirainent 
of  the  next  feffion,  his  feat  {half 
be  void. 

Not  to  extend  to  incorporated 
trading  companies. 

Not  to  extend  to  contrails  al¬ 
ready  made  for  one  year. 

Claufe  relative  to  contrails 
which  are  not  to  expire  until  a 
year’s  notice  be  given,  viz.  that 
where  any  contrail,  agreement,  or 
commiflion,  has  been  made,  en¬ 
tered  into,  or  accepted,  with  a 
provifion  that  the  fame  {hall  con¬ 
tinue  until  a  year’s  notice  be  given, 
of  the  intended  difiolution  there¬ 
of,  the  fame  {hall  not  difable  any 
perfon  from  fitting  and  voting  in 
parliament  until  one  year  after  the 
faid  notice  {hall  be  ail u ally  given 
for  the  determination  of  the  faid 
contrail,  agreement,  or  commiffi 
fion,  or  till  after  twelve  calendar 
months,  to  be  computed  from  the 
time  of  palling  this  ail. 

Not  to  extend  to  contrails  by 
defeent,  &c.  until  after  twelve 
months  poifefficn. 

Members  holding  contrails  may 
be  difch.arged  therefrom  on  giving 
twelve  months  notice. 

Claufe  relative  to  patentees  for 
new  inventions,  viz.  that  if  any 
perfon  aitually  pofi’effed  of  a  pa¬ 
tent  for  a  new  invention,  or  a  pro¬ 
longation  thereof  by  ail  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  having  contracted  with 
government  concerning  the  objeit 
of  the  faid  patent  before  the  puf¬ 
fing  of  this  ail,  {hall  give  notice  of 
his  intention  to  difiolve  the  faid 
contrail,  the  fame  fh  all  be  null 
and  void  from  the  time  of  giving 
fuch  notice. 

If  any  perfon  hereby  difqualified 
{hall  be  elected,  fuch  eleition  {hall 
be  void. 

Difabled  perfons  who  {hall  fit  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  after  this 

feffion* 
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feffion,  fhall  forfeit  500/.  for  each 
day. 

A  condition  to  be  inferted  in 
all  public  contrafls,  that  no  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhall 
have  any  fhare  thereof. 

Penalty  on  contra&ors  who  fhall 
admit  any  member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  any  fhare  of  their 
contracts. 

Limitation  of adlions,  viz.  twelve 
months. 


fhe  fourth  Report  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  appointed  to  examine ,  take , 
and fate  the  public  Accounts  of  th £ 
Kingdom . 

ROCEEDING  in  our  inqui¬ 
ries  into  balances  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  accountants  who  appear 
upon  the  certificate  of  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  of  the  impreft,  we  find  there¬ 
in,  next  to  the  treafarers  of  the 
navy,  the  names  of  feveral  perfons 
vvhofe  accounts  have  not  been  pro- 
fecuted  for  upwards  of  feventy 
years.  We  could  have  no  expec¬ 
tation  of  profiting  by  a  purfuit  of 
claims  arifing  at  fo  remote  a  pe¬ 
riod  ;  and  therefore  paffing  on  to 
the  next  clafs,  namely,  the  pay- 
mafters  of  the  forces,  we  fee  land¬ 
ing  fir  ft  in  that  clafs  the  name  of 
Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  whofe  fi¬ 
nal  account  of  the  forces  for  fix 
months,  to  the  24th  of  June,  1720, 
is  therein  defcribed  “  to  have  been 
“  delivered  into  auditor  Aiflabie’s 
office,  but,  being  very  imper- 
“  feft,  to  have  been  long  fince 
tc  withdrawn,  and  not  returned. ” 
We  ift’ued  our  precept  to  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  NewcaiUe.,  for  an  ac¬ 
count  cf  the  public  money  in  his 
hands,  cuitody,  or  power,  as  re- 
prefcntative  of  Henry  Earl  ofLin- 
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coin,  late  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces.  The  Duke  of  New- 
caftle,  in  a  letter  dated  the  24th  ' 
of  Auguft  laft,  informed  us,  that 
“  he  never  had  in  his  hands,  cuf- 
“  tody,  or  power,  any  of  the 
“  public  money  which  was  pof- 
“  felled  by  his  late  father  as  pay-  ; 
“  mailer  of  the  forces,  nor  any  of 
“  his  accounts  or  vouchers  rela- 
tive  thereto ;  nor  could  he  in- 
“  form  us  what  balance,  if  any,  > 
“  was  due  from  him  on  that  ac- 
“  count;  that  his  late  Lather  died 
inteilate,  leaving  him,  and  fe- 
veral  other  children,  then  in- 
“  fants,  and  that  Lucy  Countefs 
ofLincloln,  his  widow,  admi- 
niilered  to  him,  and  pofteffed 
what  effects  he  left,  which  ffie 
“  applied  towards  difcharge  of 
“  his  debts:”  and  in  a  fubfequent 
letter,  dated  the  23d  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft,  the  duke  informed  us, 
that  he  took  adminiiiration  de  bonis 
non  to  his  late  father,  in  May  1748. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  letters 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  we 
proceeded  no  further  in  this  in¬ 
quiry.  ^ 

Having  iifued  our  precepts  to 
John  Powell,  Efq.  the  only  adting 
executor  of  Henry  Lord  Llolland ; 
to  Lady  Greenwich,  adminift.ra- 
trix  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles- 
Townffiend,  late  paymafter  of  the 
forces,  to  Lord  North,  and  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townffiend, 
late  paymafter  of  the  forces,  each 
jointly  with  George  Cooke,  Efq. 
deceafed,  for  an  account  of  the 
public  money  in  their  refpedtive 
hands,  cuftedy,  or  power ;  the  to¬ 
tal  of  which  amounts  to  377,7881. 
53.  7d. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  know- 
ledye  of  the  balances,  our  next 
ftep  was  to  examine  whether  they 
were  liable  to  any  fuch  fervices, 
[U]  3  '  ©r 
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or  fubject  to  any  fuch  payments, 
in  the  hands  of  thefe  accountants, 
a$  rendered  it  necefTary  to  permit 
them,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  re¬ 
main  longer  in  their  pofTeffion. 
For  this  purpofe  we  examined 
John  Powel,  Efq.  the  cafhier,  and 
Charles  Bembridge,  Efq.  the  ac¬ 
countant  to  the  paymader-general 
of  the  forces ;  by  whom  we  are  in¬ 
formed  that  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymaders-general  of 
the  forces,  after  they  are  out  of 
office,  continues,  as  long  as  their 
accounts  are  kept  open,  liable  to 
the  payment  of  any  claims  of  the 
ftaff  or  hofpital  officers,  or  of  any 
warrants  for  contingencies  and  ex- 
traordinaries,  which  were  voted, 
during  the  time  they  were  refpec- 
tively  in  office,  and  have,  not  been 
claimed;  after  the  final  accounts 
are  doled,  fuch  claimants  mud 
apply  for  payment,  either  to  the 
tieafury  or  the  war-office,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  claim.  Thefe 
fums  remaining  in  their  hands  are 
likewife  fubjecl  to  the  payment  cf 
fees  of  divers  natures,  and  of  fees 
for  palling  their  accounts  and  ob¬ 
taining  their  quietus,  together 
with  the  payment  of  a  gratuity  to 
the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  pay- 
office;  who,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  tran find  the  builnefs  of  the 
p^ym after  in  office,  carry  on  aifio, 
jnake  up,  and  finally  clofe,  the 
accounts  of  the  paymaders  after 
they  are  cut  of  office  ;  but,  having 
no  fal^ry  or  reward  whatever  for 
this  extra  bufinefs,  it  has  been 
cudomary  for  them,  when  the  fi¬ 
nal  account  is  ready  to  be  paffied, 
to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafirry,  praying  them  to 
jprocure  the  king’s  warrant  to  the 
auditors  cf  the  impred,  to  allow 
them  a  certain  fum  for  their  trou- 
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ble,  payable  out  of  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  that 
paymader. 

The  fums  now  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  late  paymaders  of  the  forces, 
or  of  the  reprefentatives  of  thofe 
who  are  dead,  are  dill  liable  to 
claims  that  may  be  made  upon 
them  under  various  heads  of  fer- 
vices,  and  fubjedl  likewife  to  the 
payment  of  fun  dry  fees,  and  of  the 
cudomary  gratuities ;  but  neither 
thefe  claims,  fees,  or  gratuities, 
do,  in  our  opinion,  furnifh  any 
obje&ion  to  the  payment  of  thefe 
balances  into  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  Holland  refigned  this  office 
in  1765;  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend 
in  1766  ;  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Cooke  in  1767  ;  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  in  1768  ; 
fince  which,  fufficient  time  has  e- 
lapfed  for  all  the  claimants  upon 
thefe  paymaders  to  have  made 
their  applications  for  payment. 
The  public  are  not  to  be  kept  out 
of  pofTeffion  of  large  fums  of  their 
own  money,  nor  public  accounts 
to  be  kept  open,  becaufe  perfons 
may  have  for  fo  long  a  time 
neplecled  their  own  bufinefs  :  not 
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that  thefe  claimants  are  without 
remedy  after  thefe  accounts  are 
clofed  ;  by  applying  either  to  the 
treafury,  or  to  the  war-office,  as 
the  cafe  may  require,  their  de¬ 
mands  may  be  enquired  into  and 
fatisfied,  by  proper  warrants  upon 
the  paymader  in  office. 

The  fees  and  gratuities  become 
payable  when  the  final  accounts 
are  ready  to  be  paffied  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  impred  ;  how 
long  it  will  be  before  the  final  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  late  paymaders 
will  be  in  that  fituation,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  afcertain.  John  Lloyd, 
Efq.  deputy  auditor  of  the  impred 
•  T;  "  ::  •  li  ;  .to' 
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to  Lord  Sondes,  informed  us,  that 
the  final  account  of  Lord  Holland 
was  delivered  into  that  office  in 
January,  1772  ;  the  final  account 
of  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend  in  July, 
1777;  the  final  account  of  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Cooke  in  October, 
1779.  John  Bray,  Efq.  deputy 
auditor  to  William  Aiflabie,  Efq. 
informed  us,  that  the  final  and 
only  account  of  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  was  de¬ 
livered  into  that  office  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1779.  From  an  objection 
heroin-after  mentioned,  made  by 
the  afting  executor  of  Lord  Hoi- 
land,  to  the  final  doling  of  that 
account,  and  from  the  reprefen  ta- 
tion  given  to  us  by  thefe  officers, 
of  the  ntuation  in  which  the  other 
accounts  now  are  in  the  impreft 
office,  none  of  them  appear  to  be 
in  fo  advanced  and  perfefi;  a  date 
as  to  give  us  reafon  to  expert  their 
fpeedy  completion  ;  and  therefore 
we  do  not  think  the  payment  of 
thefe  balances  into  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  be  delayed  until  the  ac- 
counts  are  fettled,  efpeciallv  as  we 
fee  no  reafon  why  the  paymafter  in 
office  may  not  be  authorized  to 
pay,  out  of  the  public  money  in 
his  hands,  all  the  fees  and  gratui¬ 
ties,  whenever  they  beconje  pay¬ 
able. 

Seeing,  therefore,  no  objection 
to  arife,  from  the  fervices  or  pur- 
pofes  to  which  thefe  balances  are 
ftill  applicable,  to  the  payment  of 
them  into  the  Exchequer,  we  ad¬ 
verted  to  fuch  reafons  as  might  be 
fuggefled  to  us  by  the  accountants 
themfelves,  or  by  thofe  who  have 
an  intereft  or  trull  in  the  funds  out 
of  which  thefe  balances  mull  be 
paid.  To  this  end  we  examined 
the  Honourable  Charles  James 
jfoy,  Efq.  and  John  Powell,  Efq. 
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executors  of  the  late  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  ;  Lady  Greenwich,  admini- 
ftratix  to  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend ; 
Lord  North,  Mf.  Thomas  Town¬ 
fhend,  Col.  George  John  Cook^, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Molloy,  devifees 
of  the  eftates  of  Mr.  Geo.  Cooke, 
late  paymafters  -  general  of  the 
forces. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell  objec¬ 
ted  to  the  payment  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  of  fo  much  of  the  fum  of 
256,4561.  8s.  2d.  (being  the  ba¬ 
lance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Powell 
as  executor  of  the  late  Lord  HoL 
land)  as  may  be  affected  by  the 
decifion  of  certain  fuits  depending 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  The 
fum  that  may  be  fo  affected,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Powell’s  account, 
amounts  to  73,149b  10s.  7d. 

The  ftate  of  the  proceedings  in 
thefe  fuits  is  fet  forth  in  Mr.  Pow¬ 
ell’s  information  to  be  as  follows  : 

- — --The  accounts  of  Mr.  Robert 
Paris  Taylor,  one  of  the  deputy 
paymafters  to  Lord  Holland,  in 
Germany,  during  the  late  war, 
were  examined  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft,  where  he 
is  furcharged  with  the  fum  of 
12,052b  13s.  lod,  halfpenny, 

which  furcharge  he  controverts. 
In  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  the 
executors  of  Lord  Holland  com¬ 
menced  two  a&ions  in  the  Court  of 
King’s-Bench  againft  Mr.  Taylor, 
and  the  executors  and  devifees  of 
Peter  Taylor,  his  father,  who  wai 
his  furety,  to  recover  the  fum  of 
28,185!.  9s.  5df,  being  the  ba¬ 
lance  1'uppofed  to  be  due  from  him 
upon  thefe  accounts,  in  which 
fum  the  furcharge  is  included.  As 
the  queftion  in  thefe  caufes  ap¬ 
pears  to  be,  whether  Mr.  Taylor 
was  indebted  to  the  executors  of 
Lord  Holland  in  this  fum,  or  any 
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part  of  it,  the  balance  of  public 
money  in  Mr.  Powell’s  hands 
might  be  increafed,  but  could  not 
be  diminifhed  by  the  event  of 
thefe  actions  ;  and  therefore  Mr. 
Powell  does  not  infill  upon  retain¬ 
ing  any  part  of  this  balance  to 
fee  u  re  him  again  ft  fuch  event  : 
but  Mr.  Tavlor,  and  the  devilees 
of  Peter  Taylor,  foon  after  hied 
two  bills  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
againli  the  executors  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  fuggefting  errors,  and  pray¬ 
ing  that  thefe  accounts  may  be 
taken  in  that  court.  Thefe  caufes 
Pave  not  vet  come  to  a  hearing  : 
but  the  ground  of  Mr.  Powell’s 
claim  to  the  detention  of  this  furn 
of  73,149b  10s.  yd.  as  collected 
from  his  information,  and  the  let¬ 
ter  of  his  folicitor,  appears  to  be 
this  ;  that  fhould  an  account  be 
decreed,  every  item  in  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor’s  accounts  will  be  open  to  liti¬ 
gation  ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  having 
charged  himfelf,  before  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  impreil,  with  the  fum 
of  786,357  guilders,  and  9  llivers, 
which  is  73,149b  1  os.  yd.  fler- 
ling,  as  a  profit  to  the  public  arif- 
ing  on  money  tranfaftions  in  his 
department  as  deputy  paymafler, 
may  fuggeft,  in  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  caufes,  that  he  has  erro- 
neoufly  charged  himfelf  with  this 
fum  ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Powell 
claims  to  retain  it  in  his  hands,  to 
guard  againli  the  confequences  of 
a  poffible  decifion  upon  this  fum 
in  Mr.  Taylor’s  favour. 

Subjects  under  litigation  in  a 
court  of  juflice  fhould  not  be  ex¬ 
amined  ellewhere  without  an  ab- 
folute  nfeceihty,  and  not  even  then 
but  with  great  caution.  This 
point  coming  thus  incidentally 
before  us,  in  tjie. prop-refs  of  an  en- 
011  try  within  our  province,  w? 
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may,  without  impropriety,  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  in  our  opinion, 
the  bare  poffibility  that  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  may,  in  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  objeft  to,  and  be  difeharged 
of  a  fum  he  has  charged  himfelf 
'with  before  the  auditors  of  the 
impreil,  and  which  he  was  bound 
by  his  iniirudtions  to  charge  him- 
felf  with,  as  a  profit  to  the  public, 
and  to  which,  for  aught  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  us,  he  has  never  yet  ob  ¬ 
jected,  but  has,  on  the  contrary, 
in  part  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
public,  is  not  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  permitting  the  fum  of  73,149!. 
los.  yd.  to  continue  in  the  hands 
of  the  executors  of  Lord  Holland, 
until  two  fuits  in  chancery,  not 
yet  heard,  praying  an  account 
may  be  taken  of  the  receipt  of 
913,4051.  6s.  2d|,  and  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  878,008!.  18s.  idf, 
during  upwards  of  four  years  of 
‘  the  late  war  in  Germany,  fhall  be 
finally  determined  in  the  court. 

Lady  Greenwich,  Lord  North, 
Mr.  Thomas  Townihend,  Colonel 
Cooke,  and  Mr,  Molloy,  do  not 
objeft  to  the  payment  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  of  their  balances ;  nor  do 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell,  as  the 
refidue  of  Lord  Holland’s  balance, 
upon  feverally  receiving  their 
quietus,  or  a  fecurity  equivalent 
thereto. 

Where  accounts  mull  be  pafied 
by  the  auditors  of  the  impreil,  the 
payments  into  the  Exchequer, 
made  by  the  accountants,  before 
the  final  adjullment,  are  payments 
upon  account  only  ;  but  fhould 
thefe  accountants  be  directed  to 
pay  in  their  full  balances,  they 
will  be  entitled  to,  and  ought  in 
juflice  to  receive,  a  fecurity  and 
indemnification  againli  all  claims 
and  payments  whatever,  to  which 
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the  balances  in  their  hands  were 
fubjedl ;  the  fund  pofl'effed  by  the 
paymafter  in  office  being  fubftitut- 
ed  in  the  place  of  thefe  balances,  to 
anfwer  fuch  future  claims  and  de¬ 
mands,  the  accountant  himfelf  will 
Hand  liable  only  to  the  errors  and 
omiffions  that  may  be  difcovered  in 
the  examination  of  his  accounts, 
in  the  office  appointed  for  audit¬ 
ing  them  :  fhould  there  be  errors, 
he  may  either  pay  the  balance  to, 
or  receive  it  from,  the  paymafter 
in  office,  according  as  it  may  be 
determined;  then,  and  not  before, 
he  will  be  entitled  to  his  quietus, 
which  being  the  formal  official  dif- 
charge  of  every  public  accountant, 
cannot  but  be  fubfequent  to  the 
complete  examination,  and  the 
payment  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
according  to  the  final  adjuftment 
of  his  accounts. 

Having,  therefore,  not  heard, 
either  from  the  accountants  them- 
felves,  or  from  thofe  who  may  be 
interefted  in  our  decifions,  any 
reafons  to  alter  our  opinion,  we 
conceive  that  the  balance  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  now  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  John  Powell,  Efq.  as  the 
only  adting  executor  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  in  the  hands  of  Lady 
Greenwich,  as  adminiftratix  to 
*  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  late 
paymafter  of  the  forces  ;  and  in 
the  hands  of  Lord  North,  and  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  as  late 
paymafters  of  the  forces,  each 
jointly  with  Mr.  George  Cooke, 
deceafed,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  to 
the  public  fervice  ;  and  that  fuch 
payments  fhould  be  without  pre¬ 
judice,  and  a  proper  fecurity  and 
indemnification  be  given  to  each 
of  them  againft  any  lofs  or  detri- 
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ment  that  may  accrue  to  them  in 
confequence  of  fuch  payment. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  enqui¬ 
ry,  two  circumftances  engaged  our 
obfervation. 

Firft,  the  injury  fuftained  by 
the  public  from  not  having  the 
ufe  of  the  money  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafters  of  the 
forces  after  they  have  quitted  the 
office.  We  procured  from  the  pay- 
office,  accounts  of  the  balances 
and  fums  received  and  paid  every 
year,  by  each  of  thefe  paymafters, 
fince  they  feverally  went  out  of 
office.  A  computation  ofintereft, 
at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon, 
thefe  balances  every  year,  from 
fix  months  after  they  feverally  re- 
figned  the  office,  proves  that  the 
lofs  by  the  money  left  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Holland  amounts,  at  lim- 
ple  intereft,  to  248,3941.  13s.  of 
Mr.  Charles  Townffiend,  to 
24,247!.  3s.  of  Lord  North  and 
Mr.  Cooke,  to  18,7751.  3s.  of 
Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Townftiend,  to  3,419!.  15s.  To¬ 
tal,  294,836!.  14s. 

Such  has  been  the  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  public.  Much  does  it  be¬ 
hove  them  to  guard  againft  the 
poffibility  of  the  like  evil  for  the 
future.  If  there  exifts  in  govern¬ 
ment  no  power  to  compel  an  ac¬ 
countant  to  difclofe  his  balance, 
and  to  deliver  back  to  the  public 
what  their  fervice  does  not  require 
he  fhould  detain,  it  is  time  fuch  a 
power  was  created.  If  it  does 
exift,  the  public  good  requires  it 
fhould  be  conftantly  exerted,  with¬ 
in  a  reafonable  limited  time  after 
an  accountant  has  quitted  his  of¬ 
fice. 

Secondly,  The  other  circum- 
ftance  that  claimed  our  .attention 

is, 
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is,  the  delay  in  paffing  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  paymaders  of  the 
forces. 

The  making  up  and  palling 
thefe  accounts  is  the  concern  of 
three  different  parties ;  the  pay- 
mafter,  whofe  accounts  they  are ; 
the  pay-office,  where  they  are 
made  up  ;  and  the  auditors  office, 
where  they  are  paffied.  The  fird 
dep  mudbe  taken  by  the  pay-office; 
there  the  accounts  mud  be  made 
up,  and  from  thence  fent  with  the 
vouchers  to  the  auditors  office,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  examined.  Near 
forty-fix  millions  were  iffiued  to 
Lord  Holland  ;  his  final  account 
was  not  delivered  into  the  audi¬ 
tors  office  untii  feven  years  after 
his  refignation.  Above  two  mil¬ 
lions  were  iffued  to  Mr.  Charles 
Townfhend  ;  his  final  account  was 
not  delivered  until  eleven  years 
after  his  refignation.  Near  two 
millions  were  iffued  to  Lord  North 
and  Mr.  Cooke  ;  their  final  ac¬ 
count  was  not  delivered  until  twelve 
years  after  their  refignation.  Five 
hundred  and  feven  ty  thoufand 
pounds  were  iffued  to  Mr.  Cooke 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  ; 
their  only  account  was  not  deliver¬ 
ed  until  eleven  years  after  their 
refignation. 

In  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impred,  the  caftom  of  not 
paffing  the  accounts  of  a  fucceffor, 
until  the  predeceffors  are  com¬ 
pleted,  is  a  caufe  of  delay.  A 
difpute  with  a  deputy  flops  Lord 
Holland’s  accounts ;  but  that  can 
be  no  reafon  for  delaying  one  mo¬ 
ment  the  accounts  of  his  fuccef- 
fors  ;  they  depend  not  upon,  nor 
are  connefted  with  each  other.  It 
is  regular  to  examine  and  pafs  ac¬ 
counts  izv  order  of  time  ;  but  in 
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the  cafe  of  the  paymafleffs  ac¬ 
counts,  convenience,  both  public 
and  private,  will  warrant  a  devia¬ 
tion  from  this  rule.  Every  ac¬ 
countant  has  a  material  intereft 
that  his  accounts  fhould  be  paffed 
with  difpatch  ;  the  quiet  of  him- 
felf,  his  family,  and  fortune.  It 
is  not  unreafonable  to  prefume, 
that  taking  from  an  accountant 
his  balance,  may  be  a  means  of 
expediting  the  paffing  of  his  ac¬ 
counts  ;  whilfl  he  holds  a  large 
fum  in  his  hands,  he  may  be  lefs 
anxious  to  come  to  a  final  adjud- 
ment,  lefs  eager  to  procure  a  quie¬ 
tus,  the  condition  of  which  is  the 
depriving  himfelf  of  that  balance. 

We  are  proceeding  to  examine 
the  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafler  general  of  the  forces  in  of¬ 
fice  ;  but  finding,  from  the  varie¬ 
ty  and  extent  of  his  tranfaftions, 
it  will  require  a  coniiderable  time 
before  we  can  obtain  the  knowr- 
ledge  neceffary  for  forming  a  re¬ 
port,  we  judged  it  mod  confonant 
to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of  the 
aft  that  regulates  our  conduft,  to 
fubrnit,  with  all  the  difpatch  in 
our  power,  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
legislature,  the  confideration  of  a 
fum  of  public  money  of  fuch  mag¬ 
nitude  as  that  now  remaining  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  paymaders^ 
general  of  the  forces  out  of  office. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.S.) 

A.  Piggot,  (L.S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,  (L.S.} 

Office  of  Accounts,  Bell- 
yard,  9  th  April,  1781. 

‘  j 

Authentic 


STATE  PAPERS. 


[3 1 5 


Authentic  Copies  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace,  between  his 
Britannic  Majefly  and  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King,  his  Moft  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty ,  and  the  United  Slates 
of  America .  Signed  at  V erf  allies , 
the  zoth  of  January ,  1783. 

f ranfation  of  the  Preliminary  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Peace ,  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chrif¬ 
tian  King.  Signed  at  V erf  allies, 
the  zoth  of  January,  578  3. 

I$r  the  Name  of  the  Most 
Holy  Trinity. 

t  b"A  h  E  King;  of  Great  Britain 


and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King, 
equally  animated  with  a  defire  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
a  deftruftive  war,  and  of  re-eftab,- 
lifhing  union  and  good  under- 
ftanding  between  them,  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  good  of  mankind  in 
general  as  for  that  of  their  refpec- 
tive  kingdoms,  ftates,  and  fub- 
je6ts,  have  named.for  thispurpofe, 
viz.  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  Mr.  Alleyne  Fitz-Her- 
bert,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  faid  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  on  the  part  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  Charles 
Gravier,  Comte  de  Vergennes, 
Counfellor  in  all  his  councils, 
commander  of  his  orders,  coun¬ 
fellor  of  ftate,  minifter  and  fccre- 
tary  of  ftate,  and  of  the  commands 
and  finances  of  his  faid  Majefty, 
/or  the  department  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  ;  who,  after  having  duly 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
full  powers  in  good  form,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  Prelimi¬ 
nary  Articles  : 

Article  I.  As  foon  ns  the 
preliminaries  fhall  be  figned  and 
ratified,  fincere  friendfhip  fhall  be 


re-eftablifhed  between  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty,  and  his  Moft  Chrif¬ 
tian  Majefty,  their  kingdoms, 
ftates,  and  fubjefls  by  fea  and  by 
land,  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Orders  fhall  be  fent  to  the  armies 
and  fquadrons,  as  well  as  to  the 
fubjedls,  of  the  two  powers,  to 
flop  all  hoftilities,  and  to  live  in 
the  moft  perfeft  union,  forgetting 
what  is  paffed,  of  which  their  fo- 
vercigns  give  them  the  order  and 
example.  And,  for  the  execution 
of  this  article,  fea-paffes  fhall  be 
given  on  each  fide  for  the  fhips- 
which  fhall  be  difpatched  to  carry 
the  news  of  it  to  the  poffeifions  of 
the  faid  powers. 

Art.  If.  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  fhall  preferve  in 
full  right  the  ifland  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  in, 
the  fame  manner  as  the  whole  was 
ceded  to  him  by  the  thirteenth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  fave 
the  exceptions  which  fhall  be  fti- 
pulated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

Art.  III.  His  Moft  Chriftkn 
Majefty,  in  order  to  prevent  quar¬ 
rels  which  have  hitherto  arifen  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations  of  England 
and  France,  renounces  the  right 
of  hilling,  which  belongs  to  him 
by  virtue  of  the  faid  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bo^- 
navifta  to  Cape  St.  John,  fituated 
on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  in  about  30  degrees  of  north 
latitude  ;  whereby  the  French 
fifhery  fhall  commence  at  the  faid 
Cape  St.  John,  fhall  go  round  by 
the  North,  and,  going  down  the 
weftern  coaft  of  the  ifland  of  New¬ 
foundland,  fhall  have  for  boun¬ 
dary  the  place  called  Cape  Raye, 
fituated  in  47  degrees  50  minutes 
latitude. 


Art.  IV. 
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Art.  IV.  The  French  fifher- 
men  (hail  enjoy  the  fifhery  aiftgned 
them  by  the  foregoing  article,  as 
they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  it  by 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Art.  V.  His  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  will  cede  in  full  right  to  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  iflands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

Art.  VI.  With  regard  to  the 
right  of  fifhing  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence,  the  French  fhall  com 
tin ue  to  enjoy  it  conformably  to 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  reftore  to  France  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  fhall  cede 
and  guarantee  to  her  that  of  To- 
bago. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  King  fhall  reftore  to  Great 
Britain  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and 
the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent,  Do¬ 
minica,  St.  Chriftopher’s,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat ;  and  the  fortreffes 
of  thofe  iflands  conquered  by  the 
arms  of  Great  Britain  and  by  thofe 
of  France,  fhall  be  reftored  in  the 
fame  condition  in  which  they  were 
when  the  conqueft  of  them  was 
made,  provided  that  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  to  be  computed 
from  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  fhall  be 
granted  to  the  refpedive  fubjeds 
of  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  who  may  have  fettled 
in  the  faid  iflands,  and  in  other 
places  which  fhall  be  refiored  by 
the  definitive  treaty,  to  fell  their 
eflates,  recover  their  debts,  and 
to  trail fport  their  efteds  and  retire 
without  being  refrained,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religion,  or  any 
other  whatever,  except  in  cafes  of 
debt  or  of  criminal  pro  feci;  lions. 


Britain  fhall  cede  and  guarantee 
in  full  right  to  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  the  river  of  Senegal  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of 
St.  Louis,  Podor,  Galam,  Arguin 
and  Portendu.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  fhall  reftore,  like  wife,  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  which  fhall  be 
given  up  in  the  condition  in  which 
it  was  when  the  Britifh  arms  took 
pofteftion  of  it. 

Art.  X.  The  Moft  Chriftian 
King  fhall,  on  his  fide,  guarantee 
to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  the  pofteftion  of  Fort  James 
and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

Art.  XI.  In  order  to  prevent 
all  difeuffions  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  the  two  courts  fhall  agree, 
either  by  the  definitive  treaty,  or 
by  a  feparate  ad,  upon  the  boun¬ 
daries  to  be  fixed  to  their  refpec- 
tive  pofteftions.  The  gum  trade 
fhall  be  carried  on  in  future  as 
the  Englifh  and  French  nations 
carried  it  on  before  the  year  1755. 

Art.  XII.  In  regard  to  the 
reft  of  the  coafts  of  Africa,  the 
fubjeds  of  both  powers  Dial  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  frequent  them,  according 
to  the  cuftom  which  has  prevailed 
hitherto. 

Art.  XIII.  The  King  of  Great 

O 

Britain  fhall  reftore  to  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  all  the  eftablifh- 
ments  which  belonged  to  him  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war  on  the  ccaft  of  Orixa,  and  in 
Bengal,  with  liberty  to  fnrround 
Chandernagor  with  a  ditch  for 
draining  the  waters  ;  and  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  engages  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  in  his 
power  for  fecuring  to  the  fubjeds 
of  France  in  that  part  of  India,  as 
alfo  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  Coro¬ 
mandel.  and  Malabar,  afafe,  free, 
and  independent  trade,  fuch  as 

was 
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was  carried  on  by  the  late  French 
Ead  India  company,  whether  it 
be  carried  on  by  them  as  indivi¬ 
duals  or  as  a  company. 

Art.  XIV.  Pondicherry,  as 
well  as  Karical,  lhall  likevvife  be 
redored ,  and  guaranteed  to  F ranee ; 
and  his  Britannic  Majedy  fhall 
procure,  to  ferve  as  a  dependency 
round  Pondicherry,  the  two  di¬ 
drifts  of  Valanour  and  Bahour; 
and  as  a  dependency  round  Kari¬ 
cal,  the  four  contiguous  Magans. 

Art.  XV.  France  lhall  again 
enter  into  pofieffion  of  Mahe,  and 
of  the  Comptoir  at  Surat  ;  and 
the  French  ihall  carry  on  com¬ 
merce  in  this  part  of  India  con¬ 
formably  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  thirteenth  article  of 
this  treaty. 

Art.  XVI.  In  cafe  France  has 
allies  in  India,  they  fhall  be  in¬ 
vited,  as  well  as  thofe  cf  Great 
Britain,  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
pacification  ;  and  for  that  purpofe 
a  term  of  four  months,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  on  which  the 
propofal  fhall  be  made  to  them, 
fhall  be  allowed  them  to  make 
their  decifion;  and  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal  on  their  part,  their  Britannic 
and  Mod  Chridian  Majedies  agree 
not  to  give  them  any  affiftance,  di- 
reftly  or  indirectly,  againd  the 
Britifh  or  French  poffeifions,  or 
againd  the  ancient  poffedions  of 
their  refpeftive  allies  ;  and  their 
Gaid  Majedies  fhall  offer  them  their 
good  offices  towards  a  mutual  ac¬ 
commodation. 

Art.  XVII.  The  King  of 
Great  Britain,  defirous  of  giving 
his  Mod  Chridian  Majcdy  a  lincere 
proof  of  reconciliation  and  friend- 
(hip,  and  of  contributing  to  the 
folidity  of  the  peace  which  is  on 
the  point  of  being  re-edablifhed. 


will  confent  to  the  abrogation  and 
fuppredion  of  all  the  articles  rela¬ 
tive  to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in 
1713,  includvely  to  this  time. 

Art.  XVIII.  By  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty,  all  thofe  which  have 
exilied  till  now  between  the  two 
high  contracting  parties,  and 
which  fhall  not  have  been  dero¬ 
gated  from  either  by  the  faid 
treaty,  or  by  the  prefent  prelimi¬ 
nary  treaty,  fhall  be  renewed  and 
confirmed  ;  and  the  two  courts 
fhall  name  commiffioners  to  inquire 
into  the  date  of  commerce  between 
the  two  nations,  in  order  to  agree 
upon  new  arrangements  of  trade, 
on  the  footing  of  reciprocity  and 
mutual  convenience.  —  The  faid 
two  courts  fhall  together  amicably 
fix  a  competent  term  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  that  bufinefs. 

Art.  XIX.  All  the  countries 
and  territories  which  may  have 
been,  or  which  may  be,  con¬ 
quered  in  any  part  of  the  world 
whatfoever,  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majedv,  or  by  thofe  of 
his  Mod  Chridian  Majedy,  and 
which  are  not  included  in  the 
prefent  articles,  fhall  be  redored 
without  difficulty,  and  without 
requiring  compenfaiion. 

Art.  XX.  As  it  is  neceflary 
to  afiign  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  ref- 
titutions  and  the  evacuations  to 
be  made  by  each  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
caufe  to  be  evacuated  the  iflands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done ;  St.  Lucia  in  the  Wed 
Indies,  and  Goree  in  Africa,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it 

can 
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can  be  done.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhall,  in  like  manner,  at 
the  end  of  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  enter 
again  into  poffeftion  of  the  ifiands 
of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St. 
Vincent,  Dominica,  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat. 

France  fhall  be  put  into  poffef- 
jion  of  the  towns  and  comptoirs, 
which  are  reflored  to  her  in  the 
Fad  Indies,  and  of  the  territories 
which  are  procured  for  her,  to 
ferve  as  dependencies  round  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  and  round  Karical,  fix 
months  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if 
it  can  be  done. 

France  fhall,  at  the  end  of  the 
fame  term  of  fix  months,  reftore 
the  towns  and  territories  which 
her  arms  may  have  taken  from  the 
Englifh  or  their  allies  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies. 

In  confequence  whereof,  the  ne- 
ceffary  orders  fhall  be  fent  by  each 
of  the  high  contra&ing  parties, 
with  reciprocal  paffports  for  the 
fhips  which  fhall  carry  them,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  XXI.  The  prifoners  made 
refpeclively  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majefly,  and  his  Moil 
Chriftian  Majefly,  by  land  and  by 
fea,  fhall  be  reflored  reciprocally, 
and  bona  fide,  immediately  after 
the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  without  ranfom,  and  on 
paying  the  debts  they  may  have 
con  traded  during  their  captivity  ; 
and  each  crown  fhall  refpedively 
reimburfe  the  fums  which  fhall 
have  been  advanced  for  the  fub- 
nftence  and  maintenance  of  their 
prifoners,  by  the  fovereign  of  the 


country  where  they  fhall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  titles  which  fhall  be  pro¬ 
duced  on  each  fide. 

Art.  XXII.  In  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  caufes  of  complaint  and 
difpute  which  may  arife  on  ac¬ 
count  ®f  prizes  which  may  be 
made  at  fea  after  the  figning  of 
thefe  preliminary  articles,  it  is 
reciprocally  agreed,  that  the  vef- 
fels  and  effects,  which  may  be 
taken  in  the  channel  and  the 
north  feas,  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  pre¬ 
liminary  articles,  fhall  be  reflored 
on  each  fide.  That  the  term  fhall 
be  one  month  from  the  channel 
and  north  feas,  as  far  as  the  Ca¬ 
nary  ifiands,  inclufively,  whether 
in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  Two  months  from  the  faid 
Canary  ifiands,  as  far  as  the  equi¬ 
noctial  line  or  equator  ;  and  laftly, 
five  months  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  world,  without  any  exception 
or  any  other  more  particular  de- 
feription  of  time  and  place. 

Art.  XXIII.  The  ratification 
of  the  prefent  preliminary  articles* 
fhall  be  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  exchanged  in  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  un¬ 
derwritten  miniflers  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  of  his  Britannic  Majefly,  and 
of  his  Mofl  Chriftian  Majefly,  by 
virtue  of  our  refpedtive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  figned  the  prefent  preli¬ 
minary  articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  put 
thereto. 


Done 


STATE 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  20th  day 
of  January,  1783. 

(L.  S.) 

Alleyne  Fitz-Hereert. 
(L.  S.) 

Gravier  de  Vergennes. 


9 ''ranflation  of  the  Preliminary  Ar 
tides  of  Peace ,  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefly ,  and  the  Mofl  Ca¬ 
tholic  King.  Signed  at  V erf ailles  } 
the  7.0th  of  January ,  1783. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most 
Holy  Trinity. 

npHE  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  King  of  Spain,  equally 
animated  with  a  defire  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  calamities  of  a  de- 
ftrudlive  war,  and  of  re-eftablilh- 
ing  union  and  good  underftanding 
between  them,  as  necel^ary  for 
the  good  of  mankind  in  general, 
as  for  that  of  their  refpedlive  king¬ 
doms,  hates,  and  fubjedts,  have 
named  for  this  purpofe,  viz.  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King 
cf  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitz-Herbert,  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  faid  Majefty,  and  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Spain,  Done  Peter  Paul  Abarea 
de  Bolea  Ximines  d’Urnea,  &c. 
Count  of  Aranda  and  Caftel  Flo- 
rido.  Marquis  of  Torres,  of  Vil- 
lanan  and  Rupit,  Vifcount  of  Ru- 
eda  and  Yoch,  Baron  of  the  Ba¬ 
ronies  of  Gavin,  Sietano,  Clamo- 
fa,  Enipol,  Trazmoz,  La  Mata 
de  Caftil,  Viego,  Antillon,  La 
Almolda,  Cortes,  Jorva,  St.  Ge¬ 
ms,  Robovillet ;  Oreau,  and  St. 
Colome  de  Fames,  Lord  of  the 
Tenance,  and  Honour  of  Alcala- 
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ten,  the  Valley  of  Rodellar,  the 
caftles  and  towns  of  Maella,  Me- 
foncs,  Tiurana,  de  Villaplana, 
Taradell,  and  Viladran,  &c.  F„ico 
Hombre  in  Aragon,  by  birth. 
Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  firft  clafs, 
Knight  of  the  order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  and  of  that  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Gentleman  of  the  King’s 
Bed-chamber  in  employment, Cap¬ 
tain-general  of  his  Armies,  and 
his  Ambaftador  to  his  Molt  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty,  who,  after  having 
duly  communicated  to  each  other 
their  full  powers  in  good  form, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  Pre¬ 
liminary  Articles  : 

Article  I.  As  foon  as  the 
preliminaries  lhall  be  figned  and 
ratified,  fincere  friendfhip  (hall  be 
eftablilhed  between  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
their  kingdoms,  ftates,  and  fub- 
jedts,  by  fea  and  by  land,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Orders  lhall 
be  fent  to  the  armies  and  fqua- 
drons,  as  well  as  to  the  fubjedls 
of  the  two  powers,  to  ftop  all  hof- 
tilities,  and  to  live  in  the  molt 
perfedt  union,  forgetting  what  has 
palled,  of  which  their  fovereigns 
give  them  the  order  and  example  ; 
and  for  the  execution  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  fea-paftes  lhall  be  given  on 
each  fide  for  the  Ihips  which  lhall 
be  difpatched  to  carry  the  news  of 
it  to  the  pofteftions  of  the  faid 
powers. 

Art.  II.  His  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  lhall  keep  the  illand  of  Mi¬ 
norca. 

Art.  III.  His  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  lhall  cede  to  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  Eaft  Florida,  and  hi3  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty  lhall  keep  Weft  Flo¬ 
rida,  provided  that  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  to  be  computed 

from 
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from  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  fhail  be 
granted  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  who  are  fettled  as 
■well  in  the  iiland  of  Minorca  as 
in  the  two  Fieri  das,  to  fell  their 
eftates,  recover  their  debts,  and 
to  tranfport  their  effects,  as  well 
as  their  perfons,  without  being 
rellrained  on  account  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  or  under  any  other  pretence 
whatfoever,  except  that  of  debts 
and  criminal  profecutions ;  and 
his  Britannic  Majefty  (hall  have 
power  to  caufe  all  the  efteds  that 
may  belong  to  him  in  Eaft  Flo¬ 
rida,  whether  artillery  or  others, 
to  be  carried  away. 

Art.  IV.  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty  Hi  all  not  for  the  future,  fuffer 
the  fubjeds  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefly,  or  their  workmen,  to  be 
dilturbed  or  molefted,  under  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  in  their  oc¬ 
cupation  of  cutting,  loading  and 
carrying  away  logwood,  in  a  di- 
ftrid  of  which  the  boundaries 
lhall  be  fixed,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  may  build  without  hin¬ 
drance,  and  occupy  without  in¬ 
terruption,  the  houfes  and  maga¬ 
zines  necelfary  for  them,  for  their 
families,  and  for  their  effeds,  in  a 
place  to  be  agreed  upon,  either 
in  the  definitive  treaty,  or  within 
fix  months  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications ;  and  his  faid  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  allures  to  them,  by 
this  article,  the  entire  enjoyment 
of  what  is  above  fiipulated  ;  pro¬ 
vided  that  thefe  ftipulations  (hall 
not  be  considered  as  derogatory  in 
any  refped  from  the  rights  of  his 
fovereignty. 

Art.  V.  His  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhail  reftore  to  Great  Biitain, 
the  iflands  of  Providence  and  the 
Bahamas, without  exception,  in  the 


fame  condition  in  which  thevwSre, 
when  they  were  conquered  by  the 
*arms  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

Art.  VI.  All  the  countries 
and  territories  which  may  have 
been,  or  may  be  conquered  in 
any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever, 
by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Ma~ 
jelly,  or  by  thofe  of  his  Catholic 
Majelly,  and  which  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  our  prefent  articles, 
fhail  be  reftored  without  difficulty, 
and  without  requiring  compen- 
fations. 

Art.  VII.  By  the  definitive 
treaty,  all  thofe  which  have  ex¬ 
ited  till  now  between  the  two  high 
contrading  parties,  and  which  fhail 
not  be  derogated  from  either  by 
the  faid  treaty,  or  by  the  prefent 
preliminary  treaty,  fhail  be  re¬ 
newed  and  confirmed  ;  and  the  two 
courts  fhail  name  commifiioners 
to  enquire  into  the  flate  of  the 
commerce  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  in  order  to  agree  upon  new 
arrangements  of  trade,  on  the 
footing  of  reciprocity  and  mutual 
convenience ;  and  the  two  faid 
courts  lhall  together,  amicably  fix 
a  competent  term  for  the  duration 
of  that  bufinefs. 

Art.  VIII.  As  it  is  neceiTary 
to  affign  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  re¬ 
ft]  tutions  and  evacuations  to  be 
made  by  each  of  the  high  con- 
. trading  parties,  it  is  agreed.  That 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhail 
caufe  Eaft  Florida  to  be  evacuated, 
three  months  after  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  or  fooner 
if  it  can  be  done. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  fhail 
likewife  enter  again  into  pofteflion 
of  the  Bahama  iflands,  without 
exception,  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty.  _ 
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In  confequcnce  whereof,  the  ne- 
celTary  orders  lhall  be  fent  by  each 
of  the  high  contrafling  parties, 
with  reciprocal  paffports  for  the 
{hips  which  lhall  carry  them,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  IX.  The  prifoners  made 
refpeflively  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majefly,  and  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefly,  by  fea  and  by 
land,  lhall,  immediately  after  the 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
be  reciprocally  and  bona  fide  re- 
llored  without  ranfom,  and  on 
paying  the  debts  they  may  have 
contracted  during  their  captivity, 
and  each  crown  lhall  refpeflively 
reimburfe  the  fums  which  fhall 
have  been  advanced  for  the  fub- 
lifience  and  maintenance  of  their 
prifoners  by  the  fovereign  of  the 
country  where  they  fliall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  titles  which  fliall  be  pro¬ 
duced  on  each  fide. 

Art.  X.  In  order  to  prevent 
all  caufes  of  complaint  and  dis¬ 
pute,  which  may  arife  on  account 
of  prizes  which  may  be  made  at  fea 
alter  the  figning  of  thefe  prelimina¬ 
ry  articles,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed 
that  the,  {hips  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  in  the  channel,  or  in 
the  north  feas,  after  the  {pace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  pre¬ 
liminary  articles,  lhall  be  reflored 
on  each  fide. 

That  the  term  fliall  be  one 
month  from  the  channel,  and  the 
north  feas  as  far  as  the  Canary 
iflands  inclufively,  whether  in  the 
ocean  or  in  the  Mediterranean : 
two  months  from  the  faid  Canary 
iflands  as  far  as  the  equinoctial 
line,  or  equator,  and,  laitly,  five 
Vol.  XXV. 
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months  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
without  exception,  or  other  more 
defeription  of  time  and  place. 

Art.  XI.  The  ratifications  of 
the  prefent  preliminary  articles 
fhall  be  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  exchanged  in  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
der-written  minifters  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefly  and 
of  his  Catholk  Majefly,  by  virtue 
of  our  refpe&ive  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  and  figned  thefe  pre¬ 
liminary  articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  put 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  20th  day 
of  January,  1783. 

Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  (L.  S.) 

Le  Comte  D’Aranda,  (L.  S.) 

- 


Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between 
Richard  Ofwald,  Efq.  the  Com- 
miffoner  of  his  Britannic  Majefy 
for  treating  of  Peace  with  the 
Gommiffi oners  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  faid 
Majefy ,  on  the  one  party  and 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin,  John  Jay,  and  Henry  Lau¬ 
rens,  four  of  the  Commiff  oners  of 
the  faid  States  for  treat  dig  of 
Peace  with  the  Commiff  oner  of  his 
faid  Majefy,  on  their  behalf,  on 
the  other  part ;  to  be  inferted  in 
and  to  confitute  the  treaty  of 
Peace  propofed  to  be  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  crown  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  faid  United  States; 
but  which  Treaty  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
cluded  until  Terms  of  a  Peace  fhall 
be  agreed  upon  between  Great 
Britain  and  France;  and  his  Bri- 
[X\  tannic 
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tannic  Majefty  Jhall  he  ready  to 
conclude  fuch  treaty  accordingly . 

X7HEREAS  reciprocal  advan- 
'  V  tages  and  mutual  conveni¬ 
ence  are  found  by  experience  to 
form  the  only  permanent  founda¬ 
tion  of  peace  and  friend  (hip  "be¬ 
tween  dates,  it  is  agreed  to  form 
the  articles  of  the  propbfed  treaty 
on  fuch  principles  of  liberal  equity 
md  riciprocity,  as  that  partial  ad¬ 
vantages,  thole  feeds  of  dilcord,  be¬ 
ing  excluded,  fuch  a  beneficial  and 
latisladory  intercourfe  between  the 
two  countries  may  be  eflablilhed  as 
to  promife  and  fecure  to  both  per¬ 
petual  peace  and  harmony. 

Art.  1.  His  britannic  Pvlajef- 
ty  acknowledges  the  faid  United 
f  fates,  viz.  New  Hampfhire,.  Maf- 
iachufeis  Lay,  Rhode  Ill  and,  and 
Providence  Plantations,  C-onnec- 
ticut.  New  \  ork.  New  |erfey, 
Pennly]  vania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land>  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
oouth  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to 
be  Free,  Sovereign,  and  Indepen- 
cent  Stages  ;  that  he  treats  vvith 
them  _  as  fuch ;  and-  for  himfelf, 
h\s  heirs,  and  fuccefTors,  relinquifhes 
al\  cNim  to  the  government,  pro- 
priety;  and  territorial  rights  of 
tne  lame,  and  every  part  thereof ; 
and  that  all  difputes  which  mio-ht 
arife  in  future,  on  the  fubjed^of 
the  boundaries  of  the  faid  United 
otates,  may  be  prevented,  it  jg 
hereby  agreed  and  declared  that 
the  following  are  and  (hall  be  their 
poundaries,  viz. 

Art.  II.  From  the  north-weft 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz.  that 
angle  -which  is  formed  by  a  line 
drawn  due  north,  from  the  fource  of 
bamt  Croix  River  to  the  Highlands  : 
along:  the  laid  blands,  which  divide 
|aofe  rivers  that  empty  ihemfelves 


into  the  River  St.  Laurence  from 
thole  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ooean,  to  the  north -wefternmoft 
head  of  Connedicut  River,  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river 
to  the  forty- filth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  from  thence  by  a  line  due 
welt  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  firikes 
the  River  Iroquois  or  Cataraquy; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  ri¬ 
ver  into  Lake  Ontario,  thro’  the 
middle  ol  faid  lake,  until  it  llrikes 
the  comm  unication  by  water  between 
that  lake  and  lake  Erie;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  laid  communica¬ 
tion  into  lake  Erie,  through  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  faid  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the 
water  communication  between  that 
lake  and  Lake  Huron;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  faid  water  communi¬ 
cation  into  the  Lake  Huron;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  to 
the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  Lake  Superior ;  thence 
through  Lake  Superior,  northward 
of  the  Hies  Royal  and  Phelipeaux, 
to  the  Long  Lake,  thence  through 
the  middle  of  faid  Long  Lake,  and 
the  water  communication  between 
it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to 
the  faid  Lake  of  the  Woods ; 
thence  through  the  laid  lake  to  the 
moll  north-wellern  point  thereof, 
and  from  thence  on  a  due  well 
courfe  to  the  River  Miilifiippi ; 
thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  faid  River  Mil- 
fillippi,  until  jt  iliall  interfed;  the 
northernmofl  part  of  the  thirty- 
frit  degree  of  north  latitude. 
South,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due 
eafl  rrom  the  determination  of  the 
line  laft-mentioned,  in  the  latitude 
of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of  the 
equator,  to  the  middle  of  the 
PLver  Apalachicola,  or  Catahou- 
cne ;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  junction  with  the 
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Flint  River;  thence  ftrait  to  the 
head  of  Saint  Mary’s  River  ;  and 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of 
St.  Mary’s  River  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  Eaft,  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the 
River  Saint  Croix,  from  its  mouth 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  fource, 
and  from  its  fource  diredly  north 
to  the  aforefaid  highlands,  which 
divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  from  thofe  which 
fall  into  the  River  St,  Lawrence; 
comprehending  all  iflands  within 
twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 
fhores  of  the  United  States,  and 
lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn 
due  eaft  from  the  points  where 
the  aforefaid  boundaries,  between 
Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and 
Eaft  Florida  on  the  other,  fhall 
refpedively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fun¬ 
dy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  ex¬ 
cepting  fuch  iflands  as  now  are, 
and  heretofore  have  been,  within 
the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

Art.  III.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolefted  the 
right  to  take  filh  of  every  kind  on 
the  Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the 
other  Banks  of  Newfoundland ; 
alio  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea, 
where  the  inhabitants  of  both 
countries  ufed  at  any  time  hereto¬ 
fore  to  fifh  ;  and  alfo  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  United  States 
fhall  have  liberty  to  take  filh  of 
every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Newfoundland  as  Britifh 
hfhermen  fhall  ufe  (but  not  to  dry 
or  cure  the  fame  on  that  ifland) 
and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and 
creeks,  of  all  other  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty’s  dominions  in  Ame¬ 
rica;  and  that  the  American  fither- 
men  iliall  have  liberty  to  dry  and 
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cure  filh  in  any  of  the  unfettled 
bays,  harbours,  and  creeks,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands, 
and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  fame 
fhall  remain  unfettled,  but  fo  foon 
as  the  fame  or  either  of  them  fhall 
be  fettled,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  faid  fifhermen  to  dry  or 
cure  fifh  at  fuch  fettlement,  with¬ 
out  a  previous  agreement  for  that 
purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  pro¬ 
prietors,  or  pofleffors  of  the  ground* 

Art.  IV  It  is  agreed,  that 
creditors  on  either  fide,  fhall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 
recovery  of  the  full  value  in  fter- 
ling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts 
heretofore  contraded. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
Congrefs  fhall  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the 
refpedive  States,  to  provide  for 
the  reftitution  of  all  eftates,  rights, 
and  properties,  which  have  been, 
confifcated,  belonging  to  real  Bri¬ 
tifh  fubjeds,  and  alfo  of  the  eftates, 
rights,  and  properties  of  perfons 
relid ent  in  diftrids,  in  the  poffeN 
fion  of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  and 
who  have  not  borne  arms  againft 
the  faid  United  States.  And  that 
perfons  of  any  other  defcription 
fhall  have  free  liberty  to  go  into  any 
part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thir¬ 
teen  United  States,  and  therein 
to  remain  twelve  months  unmo¬ 
lefted  in  their  endeavours  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of  their 
eftates,  rights  and  properties,  as 
may  have  been  confifcated;  and  that 
Congrefs  fhall  alfo  earneftly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  feveral  States  a 
reconfideration  and  revifion  of  all 
ads  or  laws  regarding  the  pre- 
mifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws 
or  ads  perfedly  confiftent  not  only 
with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with 
that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which 
on  the  return  of  the  bleffings  of 
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peace  fhould  univerfally  prevail. 
And  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo  ear- 
neftly  recommend  to  the  feveral 
States,  that  the  eftates,  rights  and 
properties  of  fuch.  lafl-mentioned 
parens  fhall  be  reilored  to  them; 
the)  refunding  to  any  perfons  who 
may  be  now  in  poiTelilpn  the  bona 
fide  price  (where  any  has  been 
given)  which  fuch  perfons  may 
have  paid  on  purphafing  any  of 
the  faid  lands  or  properties  iince 
the  ceniifcation, 

'  And  it  is  agreed.  That  all  per¬ 
fons  who  have  any  intereft  in 
confifeated  lands,  either  by  debts, 
marriage  fettlemerits,  or  othervvife, 
Ihall  meet  with  no  lawful  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  profecution  of  their 
jufl  rights. 

Art.  VI.  That  there  fhall  be 
no  future  confifcations  made,  nor 
•any  profe cations  commenced  a- 
gainft  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  or 
by  reafcn  of  the  part  which  he  or 
they  may  have  taken  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  war;  and  that  no' perfon  fhall, 
on  that  account,  fufFer  any  future 
Ms  or  damage,  either  in  his  per¬ 
fon,  liberty,  or  property,  and  that 
thofe  who  may  be  in  confinement 
on  fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  A- 
merica,  fhall  be  immediately  fet 
at  liberty,  and  the  profecutions  fo 
commenced  he  difcontinued. 

Art.  VII.  There  fhall  be  a 
firm  and  perpetual  peace  between 
his  Britannic  Majefly  and  the  faid 
States,  and  between  the  fubje&s 
of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of 
the  other,  wherefore  all  hoflilities 
both  by  fea  and  land  fhall  then 
immediately  ceafe :  all  prifoners 
pn  both  fides  fhall  be  fet  at  liberty, 
and  his  Britannic  Majefly  fhall, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and 
without  caufing  any  deflrudion, 
or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or 


G  IS  TER,  1782. 

other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  ar¬ 
mies,  garrifons,  and  fleets  from 
the  faid  United  States,  and  from 
every  port,  place,  and  harbour 
within  the  fame ;  leaving  in  all 
fortifications  the  American  artil¬ 
lery  that  may  be  therein :  and 
fliall  alfo  order,  and  caufe  all  ar¬ 
chives,  records,  deeds,  and  papers, 
belonging  to  any  of  the  faid 
States,  or  their  citizens,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  the  war  may  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  offi¬ 
cers,  to  be  forthwith  reilored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  States  and 
perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  VIII.  The  navigation 
of  the  Miffiflippi,  from  its  fource 
to  the  ocean,  fhall  for  ever  remain 
free  and  open  to  the  fubje&s  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Art.  IX.  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo 
happen,  that  any  place  or  terri¬ 
tory  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or 
to  the  United  States,  fhould  be 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either 
from  the  other,  before  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  thefe  articles  in  America, 
it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame  fhall 
be  reflcred  without  difficulty,  and 
without  requiring  any  compen- 
fation. 

Done  at  Paris  the  13th  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  1782. 

Richard  Oswald,  (L.  S.) 
John  Adams,  (L.  S.) 

B.  Franklin,  (L.  S.) 

John  Jay,  (L.  S.) 

Henry  Laurens,  (L.  S.) 

’  Witnefs, 

Caleb  Whit^foord, 
Secretary  to  the  Britifli  Com- 
miffion. 

W.  S.  Franklin, 

Secretary  to  the  American 
Commiffion. 
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Character  of  Augustus  Cjesar  : 
from  Dr.  Bever’s  Legal  Polity 
of  the  Roman  State « 

#  * 

TT  T  has  been  the  fate  of  this 
X  prince,  in  common  with  many 
others  in  the  fame  exalted  ftation, 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  in 
two  opposite  views  *  ;  both  of 
which  being  too  much  difguifed 
by  falfe  colours,  it  is  as  difficult 
to  cleanfe  him  from  the  dark  ftains 
of  calumny,  as  from  the  gaudy 
fmear  of  adulation.  It  would  be 
needlefs  to  repeat  what  has  fo 
often  been  urged  on  each  fide, 
upon  fo  interefting  and  popular  a 
topic  ;  fuffice  it,  therefore,  to  in¬ 
dulge  cur  curiofity  with  a  few 
obfervations  upon  one  particular 
part  of  this  celebrated  character, 
which  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  more 
general  cenfure ;  and  for  which 
his  condudl  too  often  fupplied 
occalion. 

> 

As  we  are  not  now  attempting 
to  draw  the  fpotlefs  portrait  of  a 
patriot'  king,  a  prodigy  which 
never  exilled,  unlefs  in  the  reve¬ 
ries  of  vifionary  politicians,  we 
are  not  concerned  about  what  he 


ought  to  have  been,  but  to  repre- 
fent  him  as  he  a&ually  was.  If, 
by  throwing  a  fhade  over  thofe 
defeats,  where  it  can  be  intro¬ 
duced  with  propriety,  we  can 
foften  their  harlh  appearance ;  if 
by  accounting  for  fome  dubious 
inftances  of  his  behaviour,  upon 
principles  that  are  lefs  difgraceful 
to  the  human  heart,  there  may  be 
a  chance  of  approaching  nearer  to 
the  real  truth ;  we  (hall  then  en¬ 
joy  the  pleafing  opportunity  of 
doing  fome  little  juftice  to  the 
memory  of  a  very  eminent  per- 
fonage  ;  who,  with  all  his  ble- 
miffies,  was  both  an  ornament  and 
bleffing  to  his  country. 

All  his  defamers,  whether  an¬ 
cient  or  modern,  feem,  as  it  were, 
to  have  been  angry  with  him,  for 
cealing  to  be  a  tyrant,  becaufe 
he  undoubtedly  was  fuch,  when 
he  lirft  prefumed  to  place  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  commonwealth  ; 
driving  to  make  us  believe,  that 
a  profound  hypocrify  predomi¬ 
nated  through  the  very  bed  of  hi? 
aftions  f  ;  as  if  a  man  who  hac 
been  once  bad  could  not  poffibb 
reform  ;  and  every  token  of  re- 


*  <(  Apud  prudentes,  vita  ejus  varie  extollebatur,  arguebaturve.”  Tac. 
Ann.  i.  9.  Their  fentiments  are  to  be  found  at  large  in  the  fame  pafiage. 

f  “  Pietatem  erga  parentem,  et  tempora  reipublicas,  obtentui  fumpta.” 
Tac.  Ann.  1 .  10. 

Vol.  XX V. 
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pentance  for  paft  mifcondudt  were 
only  to  add  one  more  vice  to  his 
former  number. 

That  Auguflus  wanted  that 
greatoefs  of  mind,  that  fearlefs 
opennefs  of  heart,  which  were  the 
peculiar  charadteriftics  of  Julius 
Csefar,  may  be  admitted,  without 
being  imputed  as  a  crime.  The 
complexion  of  the  foul,  in  its 
original  formation,  is  no  more 
within  a  man’s  own  power,  than 
the  complexion  of  his  countenance. 
Both,  indeed,  may  be  improved 
by  labour  and  cultivation ;  but, 
in  confequence  of  certain  natural 
defeats,  cannot,  with  all  the  art 
of  man,  be  heightened  into  abso¬ 
lute  perfection. 

Allowing  him,  therefore,  to 
have  been  inferior  in  thefe  natural 
endowments,  it  was,  at  worft,  only 
his  misfortune.  But  had  he  been 
poflefTed  of  them  in  a  hill  more  ex¬ 
alted  degree,  the  very  temper  of 
the  times  would  have  prevented 
him  from  exerting  them  in  their 
full  latitude.  Surrounded  as  he 
was  with  a  mifcellaneous  multi¬ 
tude,  it  behoved  him  to  fludy 
their  difpofitions,  and  to  watch 
their  motions,  in  order  to  guard 
again!!  the  machinations,  either 
of  open  enemies,  or  treacherous 
friends.  The  inflance  of  his  il- 
luflrious  anceflor,  itill  bleeding 
before  his  eyes,  who  had  himfelf 
fallen  a  viClim  to  his  too  great 
Contempt  of  fufpicion,  admonifhed 
him  to  beware  of  the  concealed 
dagger,  to  hide  his  refentment, 
ana  look  with  complacency,  even 
apon  his  fufpe&ed  alfaffin. 


This  conftant  referve  and  err* 
cumfpedlion,  therefore,  was  the 
natural  confequence  of  that  peri¬ 
lous  eminence  whereon  he  flood ; 
without  implying  the  leafl  mali¬ 
cious  delign  againft  the  peace  and 
liberties  of  his  country.  On  the 
contrary,  if  actions  fpeak  the  man, 
we  fhall  be  well  ju Aided  in  affirm¬ 
ing,  that,  tyrannically  as  he  began 
his  career,  the  virtues  of  the 
Prince  were  a  reafonable  atbne- 
ment  for  the  vices  of  the  Triumvir. 
When  once  difen  gaged  from  his 
pernicious’  connexions  with  his 
abandoned  aflbeiates  *,  and  in 
quiet  pofTeffion  of  an  imperial 
throne,  his  life  was  tainted  with 
fewer  grols  blemifhes,  than  ge¬ 
nerally  fall  to  the  lot  of  thofe, 
whom  Providence  has  been  pleafed 
to  intruft  with  any  portion  of  fo- 
vereign  authority. 

A  courfeofnear  forty  years  in- 
defatigably  employed  in  the  faith¬ 
ful  adminiflration  of  juflice  ;  in 
preferring  an  immenfe  dominion 
in  a  general  flate  of  union  and 
tranquillity ;  in  cultivating  the 
arts  of  peace  ;  in  improving  the 
comforts  and  elegancies  of  dome- 
flic  life  ;  and  in  the  exercife  of 
every  other  benevolent  and  patri¬ 
otic  virtue ;  clearly  difplays  the  * 
real  complexion  of  the  heart,  and 
loudly  calls  upon  all  mankind  to 
give  it  full  credit  for  fincerity. 

If  to  accomplifh  thefe  beneficial 
and  noble  purpofes if,  the  more 
effectually  to  govern  a  feditious 
people,  long  ufed  to  all  the  wild- 
nels  of  licendoulhefs,  he  found  it 
neceffary,  on  occafion,.  to  fludy 


.  U  ^A1^a  Antonio,  ut  intefedlores  patris  ulcifceretur,  multa  Lepido  concef- 
liue.  Poftquam  hie  iocordia  fenuerit,  ille  per  libidines  peffum  datus  lit  r 

- aliud  ducordaritis  patri*©  remedium  fuille,  Guam  ut  ab  uno  reoreretur.” 
jl  ae,  Ann.  i ,  ^ 
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their  inclinations,  to  temporize 
with  their  humours,  to  redrain  or 
conceal  his  own  love  of  abfolute 
power,  and  to  alleviate  the  weight 
of  the  yoke,  that  they  might  all 
bear  it  with  greater  chearfulnefs  ; 
thefe  are  no  other  than  the  laud¬ 
able  artifices  of  the  mod  conlum- 
mate  wifdom  ;  fuch  as  the  founded 
policy  need  not  blufh  to  avow,  nor 
the  milded  government  to  pra&ife. 
To  digmauze  fuch  behaviour  with 
the  odious  names  of  hypocrify  or 
cowardice,  is  not  only  a  violation 
of  the  fird  principles  of  common 
charity  ;  but  it  is  (what  the  great 
fatirid  knew  to  be  too  deeply 
rooted  in  the  nature  of  man)  a 
malicious  joy  in  mifcondruing  and 
inverting  the  moral  qualities  of 
human  actions  *. 

But  had  the  heart  of  this  illuf- 
trious  prince  been  fo  truly  corrupt, 
we  fhould  never  have  feen  the  pen 
of  his  profed  encomiad  glowing 
with  fuch  rapturous  praifes  of  po¬ 
litical  liberty ;  nor  the  mod  firm 
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*  ~ 

and  dubborn  champion  of  it  that 
Rome  ever  beheld,  the  avowed 
and  irreconcileable  enemy  of  the 
whole  blood  of  the  Caefars,  drawn 
under  that  mod  fublime  and  ma* 
jedic  of  all  characters,  the  giver 
of  laws  to  the  bleffed  fpirits  in  lify- 
fium  f.  Much  lets  Ihould  we  have 
heard  the  inhuman  Mezen  tus  fo 
warmly  imprecating  thofe  cala¬ 
mities,  w  ich  had  undefervedly 
fallen  upon  his  innocent  and  ami¬ 
able  fon  Laufus ;  and  pathetically 
confeffing  the  judice  of  thofe  pu- 
nifhments,  which  he  then  differed 
from  the  well-grounded  reient- 
ment  of  i  is  much  injured  people  J. 
This  is  too  bold  and  dangerous  a 
language  for  a  poet  to  echo  in  the 
ears  of  a  tyrant  ;  had  Augudus, 
therefore,  actually  merited  that  op¬ 
probrious  name,  where  now  would 
have  been  the  works  of  Virgil  ? 
He  who  refcued  his  memory  from 
oblivion,  and  gave  immortality 
to  his  mule,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  will  of  the  too  moded  author. 


*  “  At  nos  virtu tes  ipfas  invertimus,  atque 

u  Sincerum  cupimus  vas  incrudare. - - 

- - - - <c  Hie  fugit  omnes 

“  Inffdias,  nulloque  malo  caput  obdit  opertum  ; 

“  (Cum  genus  hoc  inter  vitae  verfamur,  ubi  acris 
“  Invidia,  atque  vigent  ubi  criinina)  pro  bene  fano 
“  Ac  non  incauto,  fiCtum  adutumque  vocamus.” 

Hor.  Sat.  i.  3.  55.  See. 

Obfervations,  which  apply  fo  very  clofely  to  the  cafe  before  us,  that  one 
would  almod  imagine  them  introduced  by  this  ingenious  fatirid,  as  an  ob¬ 
lique  anfwer  to  fome  malevolent  afperfions,  which  might  have  been  thrown  out 
3-gaind  the  character  of  his  princely  patron. 

f  {i  Secretofque  pios,  his  dantem  jura  Catonem.” 

Virg.  JEn.  8.  670. 

\  “  Idem  ego,  nate,  tuum  maculavi  crimine  nomen  $ 

“  Pulfus  ob  invidiam  folio  fceptrifque  paternis, 

“  Debueram  patriae  poenas;  oaiifque  ineorum 
“  Omnes  per  mortes  animam  fontem  ipfe  dediflem.’1 

JEn.  10.  851 .  Sec. 

A  confefffon  likewife  which,  in  a  manner,  he  repeats  with  his  dying  breath  j 

“  Scio  acerba  meorum 
<(  Circumdare  odia,”  lb.  v.  904. 
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mail  not  only  have  admired  his  he  neither  wanted  judgment 
genius,  but  have  applauded  his  difcern  real  abilities  in  others,  nor 
principles.  generofity  to  reward  them.  To 

The  prince,  therefore,  who  at  prefide  in  the  aflemblies  of  the 
once  profeffes  himfelf  a  friend  to  poets,  orators,  hiftorians  and  phi- 
learniag,  and  an  enemy  to  li-  lofophers,  to  fubmit  his  own  pro- 
berty  ;  who  firives  to  enlighten  du&ions  to  their  candid  and  friend- 
the  underftanding  of  his  fubjedts,  ly  criticifms,  were  among  the  moll 
only  to  make  them  more  leniible  favourite  amufements  of  his  lei- 
of  their  own  wretchednefs  ;  is  a  fare  hours;  and  while  he  liftened 
monfter,  which  human  nature,  with  attentive  pleafure  to  the  re¬ 
pregnant  as  flie  is  with  contra-  hearfals  of  their  elegant  compofi- 
diftions,  has  very  rarely  exhibited  tions,  his  fmiles  gave  life  to  ge- 
to  the  eye  of  the  world.  It  is  the  nius,  and  wings  to  emulation  f . 
hleffed  property  of  the  liberal  arts.  Honours  fo  judicioufly  conferred 
to  mollify  the  rudenefs  of  the  man-  redounded  with  double  luftre  upon 
ners,  and  to  calm  the  natural  fe-  his  own  character  J,  A  mind  oc~ 
rocity  of  the  paffions.  The  rank  cupied  in  fuch  rational  and  bene- 
and  poifonous  weeds  of  flavery  volent  purfuits,  could  find  no 
will  fhrink  and  wither  away,  room  for  the  lawlefs  fuggeftions 
when  overfhadowed  by  the  luxuri-  of  ambition  or  power;  but,  at 
ant  and  fertile  branches  of  found  perfect  eafe  in  itfelf,  was  able  to 
literature.  flrike  even  his  enemies  with  awe 

The  court  of  Auguftus  was  the  and  reverence  ;  and,  without  one 
true  feat  of  politenefs  and  huma-  painful  effort,  to  fecure  to  a  wide 
silty  ;  and  was  adorned  with  the  and  extenfive  empire  the  fubftan- 
brighteft  conftellation  of  genuine  tial  comforts  of  nniverfal  peace, 
wits,  that  ever  Ihone  at  the  fame  and  domeftic  happinefs. 
inflant  in  any  age  or  country,  from  ~  Neither  was  it  lefs  to  his  glory 
the  beginning  of  time.  In  this  to  have  had  a  Maecenas  for  his 
Jacred  afylum,  every  fcience  that  friend  and  counfellor,  whole  houfe- 
could  harmonize  the  mind,  or  im-  hold  was  the  confummate  model 
prove  the  heart,  was  fare  of  being  of  refined  elegance;  where  model! 
embraced  with  the  tnoft  cordial  merit  never  wanted  a  patron  ; 
affedtion.  Infpired,  himfelf,  by  where  friendfhip  dwelt  without 
a  mature  education,  with  the  jealoufy,  erudition  without  con- 
warmefi:  zeal  for  every  kind  of  in-  tention,  wit  without  petulance, 
genuous  and  ufefui  knowledge  #,  and  where  the  moll  accomplifhed 

■'*  u  Eloquentiam  ftudiaque  liberalsa  ab  relate  prima  cupide  et  laberiofiffime 
“  exeiTuit.”  Suet,  in  Aug.  84..  “  Multa  varii  generis  profa  oratione  compofuit, 

<c  ex  quibus  nonnulla  in  caetu  familiarium,  velut  in  auditorio,  recitavit.”  Ib.  85. 

I-  u  Ingenia  omnibus  modis  fovit.  Recitantes  et  benigne  et  patienter  audi- 
*e  vit:  nec  tantum  carmina  et  hiftorias,  led  et  orationes  et  dialogos.”  Suet,  in 
Aug.  89. 

I  tc  At  neque  dedecorant  tua  de  fe  judicia,  atque 
“  Munera,  quae  multa.  dantis  cum  laude  tulerunt, 

“  Diledti  tibi  Yirgilius  Variufque  poetse.” 

Hot.  Kp,  a.  i,  34.5. 
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icholars  of  the  age  were  rivals  in 
excellence,  without  envy*.  This 
is  not  the  policy  of  real  tyrants, 
whofe  fovereignty  has  often  no 
firmer  bafis  than  the  fupinenefs  and 
ignorance  of  their  people ;  and 
whofe  intereft  it  is  to  difcounte- 
nance  all  folid  learning,  and  inge¬ 
nious  inveftigations  of  the  common 
rights  of  mankind,  that  may  help 
to  expofe  the  weak  and  rotten 
foundations  of  defpotifm. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
after  making  all  reafonable  allow¬ 
ances  for  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature  in  general ;  for  thofe  temp¬ 
tations  to  which  the  great  and 
powerful  are  more  particularly  ex- 
pofed  ;  and  for  the  very  defective 
ideas  of  moral  re&itude,  under  the 
imperfect  fyftem  of  religion  at  that 
time  univerfally  prevailing ;  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
the  virtues  of  Auguftus  far  out¬ 


weighed  his  vices ;  and  to  enroll 
him  in  the  catalogue  of  thofe 
princes,  who  have  been  a  blefling 
to  their  country,  and  an  ornament 
to  a  throne. 


Charade)-  of  Justinian  ;  from  the 
fame  Author . 

HAVING  thus  brought  down 
the  hiffory  of  the  Roman 
Law  to  its  final  reformation,  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  take  a  fhort 
view  of  the  character  cf  this  great 
prince,  to  whom  the  world  will 
lie  under  a  perpetual  obligation 
for  thefe  ineitimable  treafures. 
This  chara&er,  which  he  had 
himfelf  carefully  ere&ed  upon  the 
mod  folid  bafis  of  wifdom,  juftice, 
and  munificence,  received  its  due 
fhare  of  applaufe  from  fuch  impar¬ 
tial  judges  as  bed  knew  how  to 


*  “  Domus  hac  nec  purior  idla  ed, 

f(  Nec  magis  his  aliena  malisj  nil  mi  officit  unquam, 

“  Ditior  hie,  aut  eft  quia  doCtior  3  eft  locus  unicuique  liius.'” 

Ib.  Sat.  i»  9.  49. 

The  fame  poet,  in  another  paffage,  gives  this  affectionate  account  of  fever al 
of  his  moft  intimate  friends  3 

“  Plotius,  et  Varius  Sinueffae,  Virgiliufque 
“  Occurrunt  3  animae,  quales  neque  candidiores 
“  Terra  tulit,  neque  queis  me  fit  devinftior  alter. 

(i  O,  qui  complexus,  etgaudia  quanta  fuerunt ! 

“  Nil  ego  contulerim  jucundo  fanus  amico.” 

Sat.  1.  5.  40. 

And  in  another  he  feems  to  have  deferibed,  in  one  view,  almoft  the  whole 
fcciety  of  learned  men,  with  whom  he  fpent  the  beft  part  of  his  life  ; 

“  Plotius  et  Varius,  Maecenas,  Virgiliufque, 

<c  Valgius  et  probet  haec  Octavius  optimus,  atque 
“  Fufcus,  et  hsec  utinam  Vifcorum  laudet  uterque. 

“  Ambitione  relegata  te  djeere  poffum, 

“  Pollio  5  te,  Meffala,  tuo  cum  fratre ;  fimulque 
*•  Vos  Bibuli,  et  Servi ;  fimul  his  te,  candideFurni  3 
i(  Complures  alios,  doCtos  egoquos  et  ami  cos 
<c  Prudens  praetereo  :  quibus  haec,  lint  qualiacunque, 
tl  Arridere  velim :  doliturus,  li  placeant  fpe 
“  Deterius  noltra.” 

Ib.  Sat.  j.  10.  Si.  &c. 
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appreciate  its  merits,  though  it 
often  faltered  the  rude  attacks  of 
jibnfe  and  obloquy;  a  common 
tribute,  which  the  moil:  virtuous 
and  patriotic  fovereigns,  in  all 
ages  and  countries,  have  ever 
paid  to  envy,  difcontent,  and  fac¬ 
tion.  But,  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  feventeenth  century,  a  very 
black  cloud  was  fuddenly  fpread 
ever  it,  in  confequence  of  a  ma- 
nufeript,  which  the  malicious  la¬ 
ri  uftry  of  a  Pop! ill  bigot  had 
brought  out  of  fome  obfeure  corner 
of  the  Vatican,  and  introduced  to 
the  world  with  all  the  parade  and 
confidence  of  authentic  hiftory. 

Though  this  extraordinary  co ra¬ 
pe  ht  ion  had  neither  beginning  nor 
ending,  name  nor  date,  to  deter¬ 
mine  by  whom  or  when  it  was 
written,  it  was  boldly  fathered 
upon  Procopius*;  a  perfon  whole 
diitinguilhed  learning  and  abili¬ 
ties  had  recommended  him  to  the 
favour  of  the  emperors  Anaftalius 
and  Juftin,  by  the  latter  of  whom 
lie  was  appointed  allellbr,  or 
counfellor,  to  the  famous  Belifa-, 
rms.  By  the  advantage  of  this 
iituation,  wherein  he  continued 
for  a  long  term  of  years,  he  was 
enabled  to  write  a  very  exadt  and 
elegant  hiflpry  of  thofe  timei, 
which  he  pubhfhed,  much  to  the 
farisfadtion  of  Juftinian ;  and. 


without  any  apparent  adulation  or 
bitternefs  had  related  what  he 
either  then  knew,  or  believed  to 
be  fadt. 

It  is  afferted  indeed  by  fome  later 
authors,  that,  finding  himfelf  af¬ 
terwards  deceived  in  certain  par~ 
ticulars,  which  he  had  reprefented 
too  much  in  favour  of  that  em¬ 
peror,  he  intended  to  corredt  thefe 
miftakss;  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  did  adtually  publifh  fomething 
to  that  eftedb  But  it  is  very  ob- 
fervable,  that  the  author,  who 
gives  a  catalogue  of  the  works 
of  Procopius,  calls  it  by  a  name 
implying  only  a  retractation  f  of 
fome  former  errors,  and  of  a 
much  more  confined  fignification 
than  the  title  given  to  the  book 
in  queiHon ;  which  contains  a 
great  variety  of  detached  ftories, 
bearing  little  or  no  relation  to 
what  Procopius  had  faid  in  his 
former  hiftory,  and  confequently 
could  not  be  the  thing  he  then 
profefted  to  publifh. 

This  circumftance  entirely  de¬ 
ft  rcys  the  proof  of  the  identity  of 
the  author,  upon  which  the  editor 
fo  much  relies,  and  which  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  eftablifh  upon  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  Suidas ;  who  mentions,  that 
a  book,  under  the  name  of  Anec¬ 
dotes*  was  written  by  Procopius, 
full  of  fevere  reflexions  uponjuf- 


*  The  title  of  this  work  is,  u  a votfora,  feu  Arcana  Hiftoria.”  It  was  firft 
publifhed  at  Lyons,  in  1623,  by  one  Nicholaus  Alemannus,  with  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  and  artful  Preface,  and  a  variety  of  learned  and  entertaining  annotations, 
all  well  calculated  to  impofe  upon  a  negligent  or  prejudiced  reader ;  and,  as 
fuch,  it  gained  confuierable  credit  with  many,  efpecially  the  zealous  friends  of 
the  Holy  See.  It  is  likewife  reprinted,  in  a  very  pompous  and  magnificent 
manner,  among  the  other  Byzantine  Hiftorians ,  at  Paris,  in  1663. 

f  To  fo  te  rap-rev,  ANTi’ppflSIS  £?iv,  Tv  7 rpo?  I&civiavov  Sipvxs  fo’  bttcuvcv  'jroiccv,  nett  '»{■* 
ttv  ru;  imxsvyha  rvv  ttvrco  Xuhus  tifnpmrv*  Niceph,  Call.  lib.  ,17.  c.  10.  edit. 
Par.  163.0,' 
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tinian  and  his  emprefs  Theodora, 
as  well  as  upon  Belifarius  and  his 
wife  * * * §.  From  hence,  and  likewife 
from  divers  extradls  made  by  Suidas, 
which  correfpond  with  the  prefent 
work,  he  concludes  it  mull  necef- 
farily  be  the  fame  that  was  written 
by  Procopius. 

But  the  age  in  which  this  lexi¬ 
cographer  lived  is  wholly  un¬ 
known  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  his 
original  text  has  been  fo  much  in¬ 
terpolated  and  corrupted  in  later 
times,  that  men  of  the  bell  learn¬ 
ing  entertain  great  doubts  of  its 
authority  f .  The  utmod,  there¬ 
fore,  that  can  be  colle&ed  from 
thefe  premifes,  is  that  a  book  of 
this  kind  was  publifhed ;  but  it 
cannot  go  fo  far  as  to  alcertain  the 
real  author.  The  iroll  general 
conje&ure  is,  that  he  mull  have 
been  fome  obfcure  and  contempt¬ 
ible  fcribbler,  who,  difguded  with 
Jullinian  on  account  of  certain 
religious  difputes,  which  then 
raged  with  the  moil  unfeemly 
violence,  could  think  of  no  better 
mode  of  revenge,  than  to  fall  foul 
upon  his  character. 

In  fadl,  as  it  has  been  very  pro¬ 
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perly  obferved  by  a  judicious 
writer  of  the  lall  century,  <‘who- 
“  ever  was  the  real  author,  it  does 
“  almod  as  much  prejudice  to  the 
“  reputation  of  Procopius,  as  it 
iC  hurts  the  memory  of  the  empe- 
“  ror  T”  The  verbofe  and  affedled 
dyle,  with  the  defultory  and  in¬ 
coherent  arrangement  of  fadls,  are 
the  reverfe  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  included  within  the  defcription 
of  judgment  or  fcholarlhip.  The 
charges  brought  againll  Jullinian* 
of  vice,  opprellion,  and  cruelty, 
are  fo  numerous  and  exaggerated, 
that,  if  true,  fo  far  from  enjoying 
his  crown  and  life,  as  he  aftually 
did,  for  near  forty  years,  a  people 
who  had  but  the  lowed  degree  of 
feeling  for  their  own  comfort, 
would  not  have  differed  fuch  a 
tyrant  to  have  lived  an  hour. 
And,  what  amounts  to  the  moil 
unquedionable  felf-refutation  of 
all  others,  the  tales  with  which  it 
abounds  are  fo  mondrous,  incre¬ 
dible,  and  unnatural,  that  they 
would  be  a  difeiace  to  the  mod  fa- 
bulous  legends,  in  the  darkeil  peri¬ 
ods  of  Popidi  ignorance  and  fuper- 
llition  §.  Neither  are  theydronger 


*  Tlpono?riog — yiy svsv  zttitoov  ypvjoov  I ag'iviava  th  Baa-iXzoog,  vTroypaTpsvg  i<rag  BsX«r£tpfy, 

xat  an of.aScg  no. la  i ravlag  Tag  e-uyZavlag  'rTof.iy.ag  tz  nai  7 rpx?zig}  nai  in'  avia  avyypa<pziTagf 
lypa-^e  nai  zi’Zfov  oi £>.iov,  ra  naXayzva  ANEKAOTA,  toov  avloov  7 rpatzoov’  ag  aval  aytyoTzpx  -ra 
BiCxia  b.  to  BiCxiov  n^onoTtis  to  naXayzvov  ANEKAOTA,  -^.oy ag  nai  ncoyx^iag  I ag-iviava  th 
BaaiXzxg  TTBpiz^zi,  nai  t r,g  avTa  yvvalnog,  Qzoo^oopc ig’  aXXa  yr.v  nai  avTa  EzXicrapia,  nai  Tng 

yayiTDg  avra.  Suidas  in  voc,  nynomog.  edit.  Lud.  Kuderi,  Cantab.  1 705. 

f  V.  Praff.  Lud.  Kud.  2d.  edit,  ut  fup. 

I  Howell’s  Hid.  Mundi,  pt.  3.  c.  2.  feel.  3.  §  67. 

§  Among  thefe  dories,  fome  of  the  mod  curious  are,  That  Judinian  was  be¬ 
gotten  upon  his  mother  by  a  daemon : — That  his  head  was  formed  of  an  aerial 
fubftance,  which  often  feemed  to  evaporate,  fo  that  he  was  feen  to  walk  about 
without  any  upon  his  Ihoulders : — That  a  holy  Monk,  once  coming  to  prelent 
a  petition  to  him,  on  approaching  the  throne,  indead  of  an  emperor,  faw  it 
filled  with  a  frightful  lpedlre. — That  the  emprefs  Theodora  had  frequently 
carnal  communications  with  infernal  fpirits ;  with  others  of  equal  authority, 
which  the  reader,  if  he  thinks  it  worth  his  while,  may  find  at  length  in  the 
work  itfelf,  c.  12. 

B  4  proofs 
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proofs  of  the  wickednefs,  than  of 
the  folly  or  infanity,  both  of  the 
author  himfelf,  and  of  thofe  who 
have  fo  earnedly  endeavoured  to 
impofe  him  upon  the  public,  as 
an  objed:  worthy  of  attention. 

Procopius  was  a  man  of  the 
world,  univerfally  adeemed  for  his 
knowledge  and  probity ;  who  had 
enjoyed  the  fame  high  and  ho¬ 
nourable  Hation,  under  no  lefs 
than  three  fucceffive  emperors,  for 
a  long  courfe  of  years;  and  under 
one  of  the  bed:  and  greateft  gene¬ 
rals  that  Rome,  or,  perhaps,  any 
other  nation,  could  ever  bo  a  ft  of ; 
by  all  of  whom  he  was  refpeded, 
cherished,  and  rewarded.  The 
fpirit,  dignity,  and  corre&nefs, 
with  which  the  hillory  of  his  0 wn 
times  is  written,  plainly  fhew, 
that  he  fcorned  either  to  flatter  or 
fear.  He  publifhed  it  at  the 
earned  encouragement  of  an  able 
and  difccrnmg  prince,  who  could 
receive  honed  praife  and  honed 
ceniure  with  the  fame  complacence 
and  equanimity. 

It,  amidit  the  complicated  va¬ 
riety  of  fads,  which  the  vad  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  fubjed  required  him  to 
relate,  he  had  been  guilty  of  any 
material  errors,  it  did  him  honour 
£0  confefs  and  retrad  them  upon 
convidion.  But  what  he  hadV- 
1  ented  as  a  man  of  honour,  he 
wquld  recant  as  a  roan  of  honour. 
He  would  have  been  aShamed  to 
op  pole  unmerited  praife  with  bafe 
calumny,  or  to  redify  miftakes 
by  improbable  falfehoods,  or  in¬ 
credible  fables.  Could  he  have 
condefeended  to  proditute  his  pen- 
m  io  vile  and  prepofterous  a.  work 
as  that  now  imputed  to  him,  lie 
rriud,  in  the  did  inflance,  have 
been  a  molt  abjed  Sycophant ;  in 
the  other,  a  mod  Slanderous  affaffm. 


But,  as  hiftory  will  judify  no 
fuch  fuppohtions,  this  worthy  and 
learned  hidorian  Hands  fairly  ac¬ 
quitted,  in  the  eyes  of  all  perfons 
of  moderation  and  conscience. 
The  real  author,  whoever  he  be, 
from  his  mere  insignificance  and 
obfeurity,  efcapes  that  infamy  and 
detedation  which  his  memory  well 
deferves ;  and  the  whole  difgrace 
falls  upon  the  editor  and  his  abet¬ 
tors  ;  who,  with  abilities  and  eru¬ 
dition  equal  to  a  more  honourable 
employment,  refeued  this  defpi- 
cable  libel  out  of  its  congenial 
darknefs,  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  blading  the  good  name  of  this  ac¬ 
complished  and  difeerning  prince, 
W'ho  fo  wifely  checked  the  infant 
pride,  and  humbled  the  rifmg  ar¬ 
rogance,  of  the  fictitious  fuccelfors 
of  St.  Peter. 

Politically  Speakings  the  defign 
was  artful  and  well-timed.  Thefe 
afpiring  pontiffs,  who,  for  feveral 
pad  ages,  had  held  the  whole 
Chridian  world  in.  the  mod  humi¬ 
liating  date  of  thraldom,  under 
the  impious  claim  to  a  divine  com- 
midion,  had  the  mortification  to 
perceive  that  many  rich  and  po¬ 
tent  kingdoms  had  Shaken  off  their 
fetters.  They  found  therofelves 
engaged  with  the  temporal  princes 
of  Europe,  whofe  underdandings 
were  more  enlightened  than  for-? 
merly  with  the  beams  of  found 
learning ;  who  knew  how  to  op- 
poie  authority  with  authority ; 
who  could  trace  this  uiurped 
power  up  to  its  original  fources, 
and  fay,  “  that  from  the  begin- 
ning  it  was  not  fo  who  thofe 
were,  whofe  fuperditious  timidity 
gave  new  life  to  their  Spiritual  in¬ 
solence  ;  and  who  had  the  courage 
to  redrain  and  puniSh  it.  They 
could  fay  — .  this  was  j  udinian-— 
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this  was  he  who,  in  virtue  of  his 
own  fupremacy,  fummoned  the 
fifth  oecumenical  council  at  Con- 
flantinople,  and  Tent  Virgiiius, 
that  turbulent  Bifhop  of  Rome, 
into  exile ;  from  whence  he  fuf- 
fered  him  not  to  return,  till  his 
infallibility  condefcended  to  fet 
his  hand  to  the  decifions  of  that 
aifembly,  to  which  he  at  firft  had 
refuled  his  alfent 

No  effort  was  to  be  left  untried 
to  weaken  the  force  of  fo  dange¬ 
rous  a  precedent.  When,  there¬ 
fore,  fome  fortunate  accident,  as 
it  mod  probably  was,  brought  to 
light  this  mufty  fragment,  imper¬ 
fect  as  it  was,  it  fupplied  the 
quiver  of  flander  with  plenty  of 
new  Shafts  againfl  the  common 
enemy ;  and,  furnifhing  no  evi¬ 
dence  whereby  to  authenticate  it- 
felf,  it  was  eafily  in  the  power  of 
an  ingenious  and  artful  commen¬ 
tator  to  afcribe  it  to  whomfoever 
he  pleafed,  and  to  place  it  in 
thofe  hands  where  it  would  do  the 
moll  execution. 

Thus  did  it  fall  to  the  lot  of 
Procopius.  But  whoever  will  take 
the  trouble  to  perufe  the  dedica¬ 
tion  and  preface  of  the  editor,  and 
confider  the  bitternefs  and  acri¬ 
mony  with  which  they  are  penned, 
will  inflantly  perceive,  that  the 
fuppofed  infults  upon  the  dignity 
of  the  Holy  See  were  the  grand 
fprings  of  their  refentment ;  that 
thefe  were  the  tones  the  moil  in 
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unifon  with  the  mailer-firings  of 
their  paffions  ;  and  that  malice 
and  revenge  could  have  been  the 
only  motives  for  impofmg  fuch. 
trafh  upon  the  public,  which  de- 
ferved  no  better  fate  than  what  it 
had  already  in  part  differed,  to  be 
food  for  worms.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  is  hoped  that  what  has  been, 
here  advanced,  to  refeue  a  refpec- 
table  author  from  the  infamy  of 
being  the  parent  of  fuch  fpurious 
offspring,  will  be  admitted  to  Hand 
upon  much  more  fubftantial  foun¬ 
dations  than  mere  uncertain  con- 
jedure  f . 

It  may  poffibly  be  expeCled,  that 
fome  notice  fhould  be  likewife 
taken  of  Juftinian’s  ingratitude 
and  cruel  treatment  of  the  great 
Belifarius,  whereby  he  is  reported 
to  have  deprived  him  of  his  eye- 
fight,  and  to  have  expofed  him,  in 
his  old  age,  to  every  extreme  of 
poverty  and  contempt.  This  ca¬ 
lumny  was  firfl  broached  by  a  later 
author,  named  Crinitus,  of  little 
note  or  reputation ;  but,  being  of 
a  nature  well  calculated  to  affect 
the  paffions,  has  received  by  far 
the  greateft  degree  of  its  credit 
from  the  pathetic  pencils  of  a  Van¬ 
dyke  and  a  Salvator  Rofa.  This, 
however,  is  too  grofs  a  fable  al- 
moll  to  require  confutation.  Not 
one  of  the  hiflorians  who  lived 
near  thofe  times  has  given  the 
leaft  hint  to  juftify  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion ;  on  the  contrary,  though 


*  Mofh.  Hift.  Eccl.  pt.  z.  c.  3.  §  ii. 

*f  For  further  fatisfaftion  on  this  fubjeff,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Pre¬ 
faces  themfelves,  as  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  the  anekaota  before  men¬ 
tioned;  or  to  the  refutation  of  it  by  Hein.  Hid,  Jur.  Civ.  §384.  in  which  he 
has  pointed  out  the  principal  foreign  writers  who* have  taken  up  the  queftion  in 
favour  of  Juftinian  :  and  more  particularly  to  the  learned  Dr.  Howell,  Hifl. 
Mun.  pt.  3.  c.  2.  fe6f.  3.  §  61,  ad  fin.  who  lived  not  long  after  the  publica¬ 
tion,  and  feems  to  have  engaged  in  the  controverfy  with  equal  learning  and 
candour. 
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Belifarms,  either  through  the  ma¬ 
lice  of  his  enemies,  or  his  own 
imprudence,  fell  into  a  temporary 
difgrace,  it  is  certain,  from  very 
good  authority*,  that  Juftinian 
icon  became  fealible  of  his  inju¬ 
ries  ;  that  he  reflored  this  pre- 
ferver  of  his  country  to  his  fortune 
and  ftation,  and  that  he  died,  far 
advanced  in  years,  in  the  arms  of 
plenty,  peace,  and  honour. 

To  clofe  the  whole  in  as  few 
words  as  polhble,  we  fhall  now 
give  a  ihort  fketch  of  the  moft 
finking  parts  of  this  prince’s  con¬ 
duct,  which  are  univerfally  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  true  both  by  friends 
and  enemies,  from  which  every 
reader  of  difcernment  will  eahly 
form  his  own  judgment,  as  the 
defeats  of  his  character  in  no  wife 
depreciate  the  merit  of  his  laws. 

On  his  firft  appearance  as  the 
defigned  fucceflor  to  the  throne, 
he  gave  the  public  a  rather  unfa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  his  regard  for 
decorum;  by  prevailing  upon  his 
illiterate  and  fuperannuated  uncle 
to  repeal  fome  lav/s  of  Conftantine 
and  Valentinian,  which,  to  pre- 
ferve  tjie  dignity  and  purity  of  the 
fenatorian  families,  had  forbiden 
all  perfons  of  that  rank  to  marry 
proftkutes,  or  any  other  women 
in  fuch  bafe  and  infamous  ftations 
of  life  f .  This  gave  a  licence  to 
many  mean  and  unequal  matches  ; 
though  the  principal  view  of  juf¬ 
tinian  was,  to  enable  himfelf  to 
efpoufe  a  woman  of  the  fame  low 
and  difreputable  occupation  ;  which 
was  ftill  more  extraordinary,  as  he 
was  then  at  a  time  of  life  when, 
generally  fpeaking,  men  are  pail 

*  Cedrenus,  inter  Hitt.  Byzant.  p. 
Veracity. 

*t  C.  5.  5.  7.  et  ib.  tit.  27.  j.  which 


the  age  of  being  martyrs  to  love, 
and  too  young  to  dote/  Indeed  it 
has  been  univerfally  allowed,  that 
this  lady,  whofe  name  was  Theo¬ 
dora,  was  pofieffed  of  fuch  a  be¬ 
witching  delicacy  of  features,  ani¬ 
mated  with  fuch  an  exquiflte  wit 
and  fprightly  convention,  that, 
however  reprehenfible  his  choice 
may  appear  to  thole  whofe  judg¬ 
ment  is  regulated  by  the  cold 
phlegm  of  difcretion,  it  mull  be 
left  to  fuch  as  have  quicker  feel¬ 
ings  of  that  tender  and  delicate 
paffion,  to  decide  in  what  degree 
it  will  admit  of  an  excufe.  The 
confequence  of  this  union,  how- 
ever,  was  certainly  to  be  lamented*, 
as  his  daily  increaflng  attachment 
to  a.  woman  of  an  ambitious  and 
afpiring  temper,  fometimes  be¬ 
trayed  him  into  acts  of  impru¬ 
dence  and  injuitice,  which  his 
own  better  underftanding  could 
not  fail  to  condemn.  He  has 
likewife  been  accufed  of  vanity, 
and  fondnels  of  adulation  and  po¬ 
pularity  ;  which  is  more  or  lefs 
blameable,  in  confederation  of  the 
principle  from  whence  it  flows. 
Irregular  emotions  of  this  kind 
may  often  proceed  from  an  exube¬ 
rant  goodnefs  of  heart,  and  from 
too  anxious  a  deiire  of  reaping 
that  reward  from  the  applaufe  of 
others,  which  a  perfon  "of  more 
moderate  paflions  will  derive,  in 
much  greater  perfection,  from  an 
inward  confcioufnefs  of  his  own. 
virtuous  intention. 

But,  taking  him  with  all  thefe 
defeats,  and  with  whatever  elfe 
the  chafte  tongue  of  hiftoric  truth 
can  with  juflice  lay  to  his  charge, 

37°>  &c.  an  author  ot  acknowledged 

were  repealed  accordingly  by  C.  5.  4..  23. 
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it  mnft  be  confeffed,  that*  for 
the  courfe  of  a  long  reign,  he  go¬ 
verned  a  vaft  and  heterogeneous 
mixture  of  people  with  mildnefs 
and  equity ;  that  he  protected 
them  with  his  arm#;  adorned 
their  provinces  with  magnificent 
edifices,  chiefly  dedicated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  true  religion  :  that 
he  recovered  very  wide  and  ex- 
tenfive  regions,  which  had  been 
long  alienated,  efpecially  the  an- 
tient  capital  of  the  empire  ;  and 
that  the  laws,  which  he  collected 
and  methodized  with  fo  much 
care  and  wifdom,  not  only  contri¬ 
buted  to  a  more  equal  and  regular 
adminiflration  of  juflice  within  the 
limits  of  the  Roman  dominions, 
but  will  be  a  lading  blefling  to 
the  whole  civilized  part  of  man¬ 
kind  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 


Charafters ,  Manners ,  Cuftoms ,  &c. 
of  the  People  of  Naples  ;  from 
P’ra-vels  in  tlw  Two  Sicilies,  by 
fienry  Swinburne,  Efq ; 

IN  Chrifimas  time,  all  quar¬ 
ters  of  Naples  refound  with 
Paforali  or  Siciliane,  a  kind  of 
Ample  rural  mufic,  executed  by 
Abruzzefe  or  Calabrian  fliepherds, 
upon  a  fpecies  of  bag-pipes,  call¬ 
ed  in  Abruzzo,  Zampogna,  and 
C'iaramelli  in'  Calabria.  The 
tunes  vary  according  to  the  pro¬ 
vinces  :  in  the  fouth,  they  have 


three  different  airs ;  the  northern 
fliepherds  know  only  two,  to  which 
they  add  what  variations  the  bold- 
nefs  of  their  own  genius  infpires. 
The  boys  learn  of  their  fathers  to 
play  upon  this  inftrument  as  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  *.  At  other 
feafons,  it  is  rare  to  hear  any 
agreeable  founds  in  the  ftreets  of 
Naples,  though  it  is  the  nurfery 
of  mufical  profeffors :  a  fchool, 
where  the  greateft  mailers  have 
imbibed  their  principles,  and  ac¬ 
quired  that  knowledge  of  compo¬ 
sition,  which  has  enchanted  the 
ears  of  all  Europe.  There  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  a  national  mufic, 
unlefs  we  give  that  name  to  a 
monotonous  drawling  feguidilla, 
that  ferves  the  nurfes  f  as  a  lulla¬ 
by  to  put  their  children  to  reft, 
and  feems  borrowed  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who,  I  believe,  learnt  it 
of  the  Moors.  I  never  refided  in 
any  Italian  town  where  there  was 
a  lefs  mufical  turn  in  the  popu¬ 
lace  :  few  fongs,  guittars,  vielles, 
or  organs,  enliven  the  evenings, 
as  in  the  northern  ftates  of  Italy, 
unlefs  they  be  lent  for  to  entertain 
the  parties  that  in  fummer  fup  on 
the  ftiore  of  Pofilipo  J. 

They  do  not  even  dance  to 
mufic,  but  perform  the  Tarantel¬ 
la  to  the  beating  of  a  kind  of  tam¬ 
bourine,  which  was  in  ufe  among 
their  anceftors,  as  appears  by  the 
pidures  of  Herculaneum.  The 
Tarantella  is  a  low  dance,  con- 


*  The  waits  ftill  kept  in  the  pay  of  fome  corporations  in  England,  are  coun¬ 
terparts  of  thefe  fliepherds. 

t  To  fecond  its  narcotic  influence,  they  adminifter  to  them  copious  dofes  of 
Venice  treacle,  of  which  fuch  quantities  are  ufed,  as  render  it  a  material  article 
or  importation.  The  Neapolitans  have  tears  at  command,  and  are  very  eafily 
moved  to  fhed  them.  Neither  blows  nor  careffes  can  flop  their  children  when 
once  they  begin  to  cry  :  they  muft  roar  till  they  are  tired. 

I  I  have  been  told,  that  before  the  famine  and  calamities  of  1764,  the  popu¬ 
lace  of  Naples  was  more  cheruful  and  muficaliy  inclined  titan  at  prelent. 
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lining  of  turns  on  the  heel,  much 
footing  and  Snapping  of  the  fin¬ 
gers  *.  It  i'eetns  the  delight  of 
their  foul,  and  a  confiant  holiday 
diverfion  of  the  young  women  ; 
who  are,  in  general,  far  from 
handfome,  although  they  have 
line  eyes  and  finking  features. 
Their  hands  and  feet  are  clumfy, 
their  lhapes  neglefted,  their  necks 
flabby,  and  their  fkins  difcolour- 
ed  by  living  fo  much  in  the  fun 
without  bonnets.  Amongft  them 
we  may  find  almofi  every  mode  of 
hair-dreffing  feen  on  the  Greek 
and  Roman  coins  f . 

The  women  are  always  fighting 
and  fcolding,  but  never  refill  their 
hufband’s  authority,  when  he 
comes  to  feparate  the  combatants, 
and  carry  home  his  dilhevelled 
fpoufe,  who  feems  to  ftand  as  much 
in  awe  of  her  confort,  as  the 
Ruffian  wives  do  of  theirs,  and 
Puffers  herfelf  to  be  beaten  by  him 
with  as  little  murmuring.  1  was 
fhewn  a  woman  here,  who,  dur¬ 
ing  the  life  of  her  firfi  hufband, 
was  a  pattern  of  modeftv  and  even- 
nefs  of  temper  to  the  whole  pa¬ 
ri  Ih  ;  but  upon  contracting  a  fe- 
cond  marriage,  furprized  and 
fcandalized  the  neighbourhood 
with  her  perpetual  riots  and  ob- 
Itiepcrouinefs  On  being  repri¬ 
manded  for  her  behaviour  by  the 
curate,  file  very  frankly  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  lier  former  hufband 
underftood  the  management  of  a 


wife,  and  ufed  to  check  her  in~ 
temperate  burfts  of  paffion  by 
timely  correction;  but  that  her 
prefent  helpmate  was  too  mild, 
to  apply  the  proper  chaftifement 
which  every  wife  requires  more 
or  lefs.  Men  feldom  interfere  in 
feminine  brawls  ;  and  if  they  do, 
generally  content  themfelves  with 
abufing,  threatening,  or  fhaking 
a  cudgel  or  pitchfork  at  their  an- 
tagonifi,  till  the  crowd  comes  in 
to  part  them.  Sometimes  a  man 
is  fiabbed,  but  this  is  a  rare  event 
among  the  fifhermen,  the  clafs  of 
inhabitants  f  have  had  moft  con- 
fiantly  under  my  eye.  Manners 
vary  with  the  di drifts ;  in  fome 
they  engage  with  bludgeons,  and 
thole  are  the  true  lazaroni  of 
Maflaniello ;  in  others  the  attack 
is  made  with  knives  and  other 
deadly  weapons;  but  the  Neapo¬ 
litans  are  by  no  means  fo  bloody 
and  revengeful  a  people  as  they 
are  reprefen  ted  by  many  travel¬ 
lers.  It  requires  more  than  a 
flight  provocation  to  lead  them  to 
extremities.  During  the  prodi¬ 
gious  hurry  and  confufion  of  the 
races  in  Carnival,  not  the  leaft 
tumult  or  quarrel  was  heard  of ; 
and  even  in  the  cruel  famine  of 
1764,  the  only  aft  of  violence 
committed  by  a  hungry  populace, 
increafed  to  double  its  number  by 
the  concourfe  of  peafants  from  the 
provinces,  where  all  crops  had 
failed,  was  to  break  open  and 


*  Perfons  of  all  ranks  here  danc*  very  low,  but  mark  the  time  as  perfeftly 
with  their  fteps,  as.  other  nations  do  by  fpringing  from  the  ground. 

f  The  coiffure  of  the  younger  Fauftina,  with  the  coil  of  plaited  hair  upon  the 
crown  of  the  head,  occurs  frequently  in  the  old  town :  that  with  the  coil  lower 
down,  which  may  more  properly  be  ftiled  Luchin's  head-drefs,  is  common 
among  the  younger  part  of  the  lex  in  the  fuburbs  of  Chiaia,  and  Plotina’s 
among  the  women  more  advanced  in  years.  I  do  not  recolleft  to  have  feen 
any  with  the  roll  of  treffes  fo  high  up  as  it  appears  on  the?  head  of  Fauftina 
the  cider. 
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pillage  a  fingle  baker’s  fhop.  Can 
as  much  be  faid  for  the  temper  of 
the  mobs  at  London  and  Edin¬ 
burgh  ?  Drunkennefs  is  not  a 
common  vice  at  Naples,  and 
therefore  quarrels,  its  ufual  con- 
fequences,  are  rare ;  befides,  the 
Neapolitan  rabble  allow  each  other 
a  great  latitude  of  abufe  and 
fcolding  before  they  are  wound 
up  to  a  fighting  pitch.  It  is  alfo 
uncommon  to  fee  any  thing  in 
public  like  gallantry  among  the 
people ;  no  foldiers  are  met  lead¬ 
ing  their  doxies,  or  girls  going 
about  in  quell  of  lovers ;  all 
which  are,  in  other  countries, 
fcurces  of  riot  and  bloodshed.  At 
Naples  there  is  nothing  but  a 
mere  nominal  police ;  yet  burgla¬ 
ries  are  unknown,  riots  Hill  more 
fo,  and  the  number  of  aflaffina- 
tions  inconiiderable  :  it  bears  no 
proportion  to  that  of  the  murders 
committed  in  the  dillant  provin¬ 
ces,  where,  I  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  no  lefs  than  four  thou- 
fand  perfons  are  killed  annually. 
Mod  of  thefe  crimes  are  perpe¬ 
trated  with  guns  in  the  mountain¬ 
ous  countries,  where  a  great  fe¬ 
rocity  of  character,  and  wildnefs 
of  manners  prevail,  and  where 
the  inhabitants  are  more  wander¬ 
ing,  and  lefs  expofed  to  the  pur- 
fuits  of  the  law,  which  is  indeed 
far  from  formidable  in  any  part  of 
the  realm.  It  would  require  a 
prudent,  inflexible,  and  long  ex¬ 
ertion  of  impartial  criminal  juflice, 
to  reduce  to  order  the .  fierce  un¬ 
tradable  afl’aflin  of  the  mountain¬ 
ous  regions  of  Calabria,  who  be¬ 
ing  driven  by  the  oppreifion  of 
the  barons  and  officers  of  the  re¬ 
venue  to  penury  and  defpair,  fets 
little  value  upon  his  life,  and 
braves  danger  to  the  lad  drop  of  his 
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blood.  The  execution,  however 
cruel,  of  a  few  banditti,  would 
drike  but  little  terror  into  their 
aflociates,  and  produce  no  effedfc 
but  that  of  ridding  fociety  of  one 
or  two  bad  members  ;  nor  will  any 
mealures  of  police  ever  prove  effec¬ 
tual,  unlefs  government  adopt  and 
purfue,  with  deadinefs,  a  fydem 
that  may  leflen  the  grievances  of 
the  poor,  redrain  the  defpotifm  of 
the  petty  tyrants,  and,  by  pro¬ 
viding  the  peafant  with  more 
means  of  fupporting  himfelf  and 
family  by  honed  labour,  guard 
him  againd  the  temptation  of  tak¬ 
ing  up  a  lawlefs  line  of  life. 
The  cafe  is  different  in  the  foft 
and  fertile  plains  of  the  happy 
Campagna;  there  the  well-timed 
prompt  execution  of  a  criminal,, 
without  allowing  him  any  unne- 
ceflary  refpite  to  prepare  for 
death,  and  without  differing  prieds 
to  affemble  round  him,  to  excite 
the  devotion,  compaffion,  and  ai¬ 
med  admiration  of  the  crowd, 
would  operate  with  great  energy 
on  the  dadardly  minds  of  the  do¬ 
cile  race  that  inhabits  this  charm¬ 
ing  climate ;  the  terror  of  aftive 
judice  would  prove  a  powerful 
check  to  murder,  and  violent  out¬ 
rages. 

At  prefent,  the  forms  of  crimi¬ 
nal  jurifprudence  are  here  fo  ill 
ordained,  fo  multiplied  and  fo 
complex,  that  if  the  king  were  to 
in  fid  upon  a  villain,  who  was 
taken  in  the  faff,  being  tried, 
and  if  found  guilty,  hanged  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  three  days,  the 
difpatch  would  almod  kill  the 
judges  with  fatigue;  for  the  trial 
and  procedures  would  employ  them 
eighteen  hours  out  of  each  twenty- 
four:  Fird,  the  accufation  mud 
be  laid  according  to  rule,  and 
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witneffes  examined ;  next  the 
council  for  the  prifoner  pleads  a 
couple  of  hours ;  then  the  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  fifeo  replies  during  one 
hour,  and  after  him  the  advocate 
of  the  poor  makes  a  rejoinder, 
which  he  has  a  right  to  fpin  out 
for  two  hours :  this  done,  every 
one  of  the  four  judges  harangues ; 
then  all  the  notifications  are  made, 
examinations  canvaffed,  proofs 
debated,  and  a  thoufand  trifling 
formalities  obferved,  which  occa- 
lion  fuch  lhameful,  infurmount- 
able  delays,  as  eternize  a  criminal 
procefs.  It  happened  lately,  that 
upon  the  final  determination  of 
the  trial,  and  condemnation  of  a 
malefactor,  a  meflage  was  fent  to 
the  jailor  to  bring  the  culprit  into 
court  in  order  to  receive  fentence  ; 
when,  behold  !  the  turnkey  ap¬ 
peared,  and  made  affidavit  that 
the  prifoner  had  died  of  a  long  fit 
of  ficknefs  the  Chridmas  twelve- 
month  before.  As  the  falary  of 
a  judge  in  Naples  is  only  fifty  du¬ 
cats  a  month  (9/  ys  6d)y  he  can* 
not  afford  to  be  honed  or  expedi¬ 
tious  ;  but  the  cafe  is  flill  vvorfe 
in  the  provinces,  where  the  judges 
have  but  twenty-five  ducats,  and 
with  that  mull;  keep  a  coach  and 
proper  household  edab.lifhment. 
The  ferivani,  or  commiffaries, 
who  have  the  department  of  war¬ 
rants,  arrefts,  and  police,  are  al¬ 
lowed  no  pay,  though  they  mud 
keep  thirty  bailiffs  a- piece  under 
them  ;  fo  that  they  are  naturally 
very  aftive  in  taking  up  an  offen¬ 
der,  where  there  is  a  probability 
of  extorting  any  money  out  of 
him:  when  once  in  durance,  the 
prifoner  ceafes  to  be  an  objeft  of 
confideration  to  them,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  take  no  pains  to  forward 
his  trial,  or  bring  him  to  judice : 


there  are  at  this  day  above  twelve 
thoufand  criminals  rotting  in  the 
different  prifons  of  the  kingdom, 
whofe  maintenance  cods  the  date 
above  two  hundred  thoufand  du* 
cats  a  year  (thirty-feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds). 

The  fifhermen  of  Santa  Lucia 
are  the  handfomed  men  in  Naples; 
they  have  the  true  old  Grecian 
features,  and  fuch  well-propor¬ 
tioned  limbs,  that  they  might 
ferve  for  models  in  any  academy 
of  defigrt :  they  are  the  mod  fub- 
dantial  and  bed  lodged  portion  of 
the  Neapolitan  populace.  It  is 
true,  as  mod  writers  affert,  that 
the  houferoom  of  this  metropolis 
is  very  inadequate  to  the  popula¬ 
tion,  which,  according  to  authen¬ 
tic  accounts,  amounted,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1 776,  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fixty- 
one  fouls  1  and  that  numbers  of 
thefe  are  deditute  of  houfe  and 
property.  But  it  is  not  equally  a 
fad,  as  they  affert,  that  winter  and 
fummer  thefe  houfelefs  inhabitants- 
pafs  their  lives  in  the  open  air, 
and  deep  in  all  weathers  in  the 
ftreets.  In  fummer  it  is  very 
pleafant  fo  to  do,  but  in  winter  not 
even  a  dog  could  bear  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather,  not  fo  muck 
on  account  of  cold,  as  of  wet. 
When  the  rainy  feafon  fets  in,  it 
commonly  lads  feveral  fuccefiive 
weeks,  falling,  not  in  fuch  fliow- 
ers  as  we  are  acquainted  with  in 
England,  where  we  have  rain 
more  or  lefs  every  month  in  the 
year,  but  by  pailfuls,  an  abfolute 
water-fpout,  that  carries  all  be¬ 
fore  it,  and  almod  drowns  the  un¬ 
fortunate  paffenger  who  is  caught 
cut  of  doors  by  the  dorm.  The 
quantity  of  rain  at  Naples  is  much 
more  confidsrable  than  that  which 
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falls  on  the  fame  fpace  of  ground 
in  England.  Whole  months  of 
drought  are  compenfated  by  the 
deluge  of  a  day;  and  befldes,  the 
fouth  winds  are  frequently  io  boif- 
terous  in  winter,  as  to  burft  open 
the  bolts  of  both  doors  and  win¬ 
dows.  At  that  rainy  time  of  the 
year,  few  are  fo  wretched  and 
helplefs  as  to  lie  in  the  llreet,  but 
•moll  of  the  vagrants  refort  to  the 
caves  under  Capodi  Monte,  where 
they  fleep  in  crowds  like  fheep  in 
a  pinfold.  As  they  are  thus  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  dwelling,  for  which 
no  rent  is  exadted,  they  alfo  pro¬ 
cure  food  without  the  trouble  of 
cooking  or  keeping  houfe :  the 
markets  and  principal  ftreets  are 
lined  with  fellers  of  macaroni, 
fried  and  boiled  fifh,  puddings, 
cakes,  and  vegetables  of  all  forts ; 
where,  for  a  very  fmall  fum, 
which  he  may  earn  by  a  little  la¬ 
bour,  running  of  errands,  or  pick¬ 
ing  of  pockets,  the  lazaro  finds  a 
ready  meal  at  all  hours :  the  dag¬ 
ger.  hanging  out  at  every  corner 
invites  him  to  quench  his  third 
with' wine;  or  if  he  prefers  wa¬ 
ter,  as  moll  of  them  do,  there  are 
flails  in  all  the  thoroughfares, 
where  lemonade  and  iced  water 
are  fold.  The  paflion  for  iced  water 
is  fo  great  and  fo  general  at  Na¬ 
ples,  that  none  but  mere  beggars 
will  drink  it  in  its  natural  Hate  ; 
and,  I  believe,  a  fcarcity  of  bread 
would  not  be  more  leverely  felt 
than  a  failure  of  fnow.  It  is 
brought  in  boats  every  morning 
from  the  mountains  behind  C'alle- 
lamare,  and  is  farmed  out  at  a 
great  rent:  the  J efu its,  who  pof- 
feffed  a  large  capital,  as  well  as 
the  true  fpirit  of  enterprize,  had 
purchafed  the  exclufive  privilege 
of  fupplying  the  city  with  it. 


1$ 

Very  little  fu dices  to  clothe  the 
lazaro,  except  on  holidays ;  and 
then  he  is  indeed  tawdrily  decked 
out,  with  laced  jacket  and  flame- 
coloured  dockings  :  his  buckles 
are  of  enormous  magnitude,  and 
feem  to  be  the  prototype  of  thofe: 
with  which  our  prefent  men  of 
mode  load  their  indeps.  The  wo¬ 
men  are  alfo  very  fplendid  on  thofe 
days  of  fhevv ;  but  their  hair  is 
then  bound  up  in  tifliie  caps  and 
fcarlet  nets,  a  fadiion  much  lefs 
becoming  than  their  every  day 
Ample  method.  Citizens  and 
lawyers  are  plain  enough  in  their 
apparel,  but  the  female  part  of 
their  family  vies  with  the  firft 
court  ladies  in  expenfive  drefs, 
and  all  the  vanities  of  modifli  fop¬ 
peries,  Luxury  has  of  late  ad¬ 
vanced  with  gigantic  Andes  ia 
Naples.  Forty  years  ago,  the 
Neapolitan  ladies  wore  nets  and 
ribbons  on  their  heads,  as  the 
Spanifh  women  do  to  this  day, 
and  not  twenty  of  them  were  pof- 
lefled  of  a  cap  :  but  hair  plainly 
drefl  is  a  mode  now  confined  to 
the  lowed  order  of  inhabitants, 
and  all  didin&ion  of  drefs  between 
the  wife  of  a  nobleman  and  that 
of  a  citizen  is  entirely  laid  afide.. 
Expence  and  extravagance  are 
here  in  the  extreme.  The  great 
families  are  eppreft  wdth  a  load  of 
debt  ;  the  working  part  of  the 
community  always  ipend  the  price 
of  their  labour  before  they  receive 
it ;  and  the  citizen  is  reduced  to 
great  parfimony,  and  almod  pe¬ 
nury,  in  his  houfe-keeping,  m 
order  to  anfwer  thefe  demands  of 
external  fhew :  fhort  commons  at 
home  whet  his  appetite  when  in¬ 
vited  out  to  dinner  ;  and  it  is 
fcarce  credible  what  quantities  of 
vidluals  he  will  devour.  The  no- 
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bility  in  general  are  well  ferved, 
and  live  comfortably,  but  it  is  not 
their  cuftom  to  admit  ftrangers  to 
their  table ;  the  number  of  poor 
dependants  who  dine  with  them, 
and  cannot  properly  be  introduced 
into  company,  prevents  the  great 
families  from  inviting  foreigners : 
another  reafon  may  be,  their 
fleeping  after  dinner  in  fo  regular 
a  manner  as  to  undrefs  and  go  to 
bed  :  no  ladies  or  gentlemen  finiik 
their  toilet  till  the  afternoon,  on 
which  account  they  dine  at  twelve 
or  one  o’clok.  The  great  officers 
of  ftate,  and  minifters,  live  in  a 
different  manner,  and  keep  fump- 
tuous  tables,  to  which  ftrangers  and 
others  have  frequent  invitations. 

The  eftablifhment  of  a  Neapo¬ 
litan  grandee’s  houfehold  is  upon 
a  very  expenfive  plan  ;  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fervants,  carriages,  and 
horfes,  would  fuffice  for  a  fove- 
reign  prince ;  and  the  wardrobe 
of  their  wives  is  formed  upon  the 
fame  magnificent  fcale;  yet  it  is 
a  fixed  rule,  that  all  ladies,  what¬ 
ever  be  the  circumftance  of  their 
hufbands,  affluent  or  circumfcrib- 
ed,  have  an  hundred  ducats  a 
month,  and  no  more,  allowed 
them  for  pin-money.  At  the 
birth  of  every  child,  the  hufband 
makes  his  wife  a  prefen t  of  an 
hundred  ounces,  and  fome  valua¬ 
ble  trinkets,  according  to  his  for¬ 
tune.  Marriage  portions  are  not 
■very  great  in  general ;  it  does  not 
coft  a  nobleman  more  to  marry  a 
daughter  than  it  does  to  make  her 
a  nun ;  for  a  thoufand  pounds 
will  not  defray  the  expence  of  the 
ceremonies  at  her  reception  and 
profeffion  :  fhe  muft  have  a  pen- 
fion  fettled  upon  her,  and  re- 
ierves,  beftdes,  a  power  ever  her 
inheritance,  in  cafe  fhe  fhall  ar¬ 


rive  at  any  dignity  in  the  convent# 
and  wifh  to  enrich  it  with  build¬ 
ings,  plate,  or  veftments. 

Servants  and  artificers  of  the 
city  give  from  fifty  to  an  hundred 
ducats  with  their  daughters  $  pea- 
fants  and  country  workmen  go  as 
far  as  three  hundred.  Females 
at  and  near  Naples  are  efteemed 
helplefs  and  indolent,  and  there¬ 
fore  have  always  twice  or  thrice 
as  much  fortune  as  their  brothers, 
who  have  greater  refources  in  their 
ftrength  and  activity,  A  girl 
would  fcarce  get  a  hufband,  if 
her  lover  did  not  expedl  to  be  re- 
imburfed  by  her  portion  the  fum 
he  had  paid  away  with  his  own 
fillers.  In  the  plains,  it  is  cufto- 
mary  for  a  peafant,  on  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  to  plant  a  row  of 
poplar  trees,  which  are  cut 
down  and  fold  at  the  end  of  fe- 
venteen  years,  to  make  up  a  for¬ 
tune  for  her.  The  proverbial  be- 
n edition  of  Figlij  mafehi ,  male 
children,  which  a  Neapolitan 
gives  a  woman  when  fhe  fneezes* 
is  founded  on  the  great  facility 
with  which  the  common  people 
provide  for  their  fons  :  as  foon  as 
they  can  run  about  they  are  able 
to  earn  their  bread,  while  their 
filters  remain  idle  at  home,  or  beg 
till  they  are  old  enough  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  men. 


Anecdotes  of  Charles  the  Xlltb  of 
Sweden ;  from  Letters  Military 
and  Political ,  tranf  cited  from  the 
Italian  of  Count  Algarotti. 

To  Signor  Don  Giuseppe  Pecis. 

YO  U  apply  to  me,  as  a  per- 
fon  who  has  lived  much 
among  the  northern  courts,  to 
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clear  up  certain  doubts  refpe&ing 
Charles  the  Twelfth.  I  will  en¬ 
deavour,  to  the  beft  of  my  power, 
to  refolve  your  queftions  refpedt- 
ing  a  prince  who  was  for  a  length 
of  time  the  polar  ftar  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  world,  and  will  remain  to 
after-ages  its  moft  dazzling  me¬ 
teor.  You  may  at  any  rate  reft 
allured,  that  I  fhall  not  give  you 
a  fingle  anecdote,  but  what  I  have 
heard  from  thofe  who  were  eye- 
witneffes  to  every  tranfattion. 

To  begin  with  the  vilit  he  paid 
to  his  principal  enemy  King  Au- 
guftus  at  Drefden,  you  need  not 
entertain  the  fmalteft  doubt  of  it, 
however  extraordinary  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  you.  Charles  was  not  a 
man  of  the  common  ftamp :  he 
might  fay,  like  father  Arduin, 
What !  do  I  rife  every  morning 
two  hours  before  day,  to  think 
like  the  reft  of  mankind  ?  In  fatt, 
it  was  a  whim  that  he  determined 
to  indulge.  The  Swedilh  army 
was  then  on  its  march  towards 
Ruffia.  One  morning,  as  it  was 
filing  off  not  far  from  Drefden, 
the  king  fuddenly  departed  with 
two  companions  on  horfeback,  di¬ 
recting  his  courfe  to  the  city. 
One  of  his  attendants  he  leaves  at 
the  gate  as  a  centinel,  and  rides 
immediately  to  the  palace  with 
the  other,  whom  he  leaves  in  the 
fame  manner ;  giving  him  his 
horfe  in  charge,  while  he  afeends 
the  ftairs,  and  enters  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  King  Auguftus,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  ril'en  from  his  bed. 
Thus  was  the  king  obliged  to 
get  up  without  ceremony,  and 
drefs  himfelf  in  the  prelence  of 
the  man  who  had  juft  before  dri¬ 
ven  him  from  his  throne.  Charles 
remained  with  him  about  three 
Vol.  XXV, 
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quarters  of  an  hour ;  during  which 
time  he  fcarcely  ever  took  his 
eyes  off  him,  nor  would  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  any 
perfon ;  not  even  to  a  page  or 
valet,  much  lefs  to  the  minifter, 
who  came  as  foon  as  he  heard  of 
the  King  of  SvVeden’s  arrival.  It 
happened,  as  they  Were  walking 
through  the  roonts  of  the  palace, 
that  Charles  firft  paffed  through 
one  of  the  doors,  when  the  mini¬ 
fter  feized  that  opportunity  of 
making  ligns,  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  king’s  pleafure  that  he 
Jfhould  be  detained  ;  to  which  he 
made  a  fignal  in  the  negative. 
The  vifit  turned  out  a  mere  affair 
of  ceremony;  and  Charles  being 
conducted  by  Auguftus  to  the  gate 
of  the  palace,  he  there  mounted 
his  horfe,  and  fet  off  full  fpeed 
to  join  his  army,  which  he  found 
in  the  utmoft  anxiety  about  him. 
As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the 
king  had  entered  Drefden,  not 
feeing  him  return  immediately, 
they  thought  every  quarter  of  an 
hour  an  age,  and  became  fo  im¬ 
patient  as  to  think  of  no  lefs  than 
marching  up  to  the  town,  and  lay¬ 
ing  liege  to  it,  in  order  to  reco¬ 
ver  their  prince. 

When  in  quartets  in  Saxony, 
his  delign  was  to  march  into  the 
heart  of  the  empire,  and  with  his 
vi&orious  arms  to  give  law  to 
Europe*  which  was  then  divided 
about  the  Spanilh  fucceffion. 
Many  reafons  have  been  given 
for  the  ftep  he  took  afterwards, 
of  leaving  the  empire,  and  turn¬ 
ing  his  arms  againft  Ruffia.  What 
principally  urged  him  to  this  was, 
according  to  the  beft-received  au¬ 
thors,  a  note  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  given  to 
C  fomebody 


18  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i7g2 


fomebody  by  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  . 

MomentUmque  fuit  mut'atus  Curio  rerum . 

The  duke  finifhed  the  bufinefs 
of  exafperating  him  againft  the 
Czar,  towards  whom  he  had  al¬ 
ready  a  violent  animality ;  and 
pointed  out  to  him  the  glory  of 
crufhing  his  only  rival,  and  of 
becoming  the  arbiter  of  the  north, 
which  would  in  the  end  make  him 
the  arbiter  of  Europe.  There 
were  two  ways  to  march  into  Ruf- 
fia;  the  one  by  Livonia,  a  Swe- 
difh  country  on  the  fea-coaft, 
abounding  with  grain,  which  would 
fubiift  his  army  ;  whence  entering 
into  the  fertile  provinces  of  Ruf- 
fia,  he  might  direct  his  march  to 
Mofcow,  with  eafe  and  conve¬ 
nience,  along  the  banks  of  navi¬ 
gable  rivers  :  the  other  was  by  Po¬ 
land  and  Ucrania,  to  which  he 
was  invited  by  the  Cofack  Ma- 
zeppa,  a  malcontent,  who  pro- 
mifed  him  every  kind  of  affi  fiance  ; 
and  by  this  route  he  might  fall  at 
once  upon  Mofcow,  which  would 
decide  the  fate  of  Ruffia.  Of 
thefe  two,  Charles  himfelf  chofe 
that  which  was  more  worthy  of 
his  courage  than  his  prudence ;  as 
was  fully  proved  by  the  hardfhips 
his  troops  were  obliged  to  go 
through,  and  the  extreme  mifery 
to  which  they  were  at  length  re¬ 
duced. 

Charles’s  _laft  campaign  again# 
the  Danes,  wherein  he  loll  his 
life,  was  planned  indeed  entirely 
by  himfelf;  which  was  not  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  his  firfi  enter  - 
prifes,  that  were  followed  with  fo 
reat  fuccefs :  in  thefe,  though 
e  was  the  Achilles,  fome  other 
was  the  Chiron.  It  Was  always 


his  cufiom  to  charge  the  enemy  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry :  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  battle  was  left  to 
Levenhaupt.  The  famous  dif- 
embarkation  at  Copenhagen,  with 
which  Charles,  while  yet  a  youth, 
opened  his  military  career,  was 
projected  by  General  Stuart ;  the 
attack  of  the  enemy’s  trenches  at 
Narva,  which  brought  to  mind  the 
exploits  of  the  Greeks  againfl  the 
Perfians,  by  one  Gundvil.  Ge¬ 
neral  AltendorfF  conceived  the 
idea  of  the  famous  paffage  of  the 
Duna,  where  fome  rafts  being 
floated  down  thb  flream  with  wet 
draw  on  them,  which  was  fet  fire 
to,  the  Swedifh  army  paffed  the 
river,  covered  by  the  fmoke  from 
the  enemy,  who  was  to  leeward ; 
a  ftratagem  Aril  put  in  pra&ice  by 
Hannibal. 

His  army  was  {Lengthened  by 
the  prefence  of  feveral  brave  and 
experienced  generals,  who  had 
ferved  under  Charles  the  Eleventh, 
his  father ;  who  might  be  of  infi¬ 
nite  fervice  to  him  in  council,  as 
Philip’s  officers  were  to  Alexan¬ 
der.  It  was  not  fo  with  the  Czar, 
his  enemy,  who  derived  inftrudlion 
from  his  defeats  alone.  He  reap¬ 
ed  more  benefit,  however,  from 
thefe  defeats,  than  Charles  did 
even  from  his  victories.  The  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  the  engagement  at  Pultowa 
he  owed  entirely  to  himfelf;  in 
which  he  had  to  do  with  the  mod 
terrible  enemy  he  ever  had  upon 
his  hands ;  over  whom  this  battle 
gave  him  a  complete  and  decifive 
advantage,  a  battle  that  might  be 
called  the  modern  Pharfalia. 

Charles  having  arrived,  after 
fuffering  many  difficulties,  in  U» 
crania,  found  the  great  promifes 
of  Mazeppa,  who  had  engaged 
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to  fubfift  his  army,  reduced  to 
nothing.  Being  in  the  greateft 
diilrefs  for  want  of  provifions, 
partly  through  the  difappointment 
he  met  with  from  Mazeppa,  and 
partly  from  the  defeat  of  Leven- 
haupt  on  his  march  to  the  army 
with  15,000  men,  and  a  confider- 
able  efcort  of  ammunition  and 
provifions,  he  came  to  the  refo- 
lution  of  laying  fiege  to  Pultovva. 
In  this  place  the  Czar  had  col¬ 
lected  a  quantity  of  provifions, 
and  had  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  to 
defend  it.  By  the  capture  of  it, 
Charles  might  reftore  plenty  to 
his  army,  and  fecure  a  good  poll 
for  his  head-quarters,  whence 
he  might  diredt  the  future  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  war.  Various  were 
the  opinions  in  the  Ruffian  army, 
during  the  fiege,  of  the  Reps  that 
ihould  be  taken  by  them :  fome 
were  for  inclofing  the  Swedes  by 
an  entrenchment,  and  reducing 
them  through  hunger  to  a  capitu¬ 
lation  :  others  were  for  laying 
wafte  the  country  for  a  hundred 
leagues  around,  and  leaving  them 
to  perilh  without  the  rifk  of  a  battle. 
But  fearing  that  the  town,  which 
was  vigoroully  attacked,  would  be 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  that 
Charles  would  be  enabled  to  re- 
frefh  his  army,  the  Ruffians  at 
laft  determined  on  not  delaying 
any  longer  to  give  him  battle. 
The  Czar  gave  the  more  readily 
into  this  meafure,  as  he  knew 
that  Charles’s  impetuous  difpcfi- 
tion  would  induce  him  to  feize 
eagerly  the  occafion  of  a  general 
adtion  with  the  Ruffian  army, 
however  it  might  be  to  his  own 
difadvantage.  He  marched  then 
early  in  the  morning,  fo  as  to  ar¬ 
rive  in  time  to  encamp  in  the  en¬ 
hance  of  a  wood,  near  the  Ring 
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of  Sweden ;  who,  he  fuppofed, 
would  prepare  matters  to  attack 
him  the  next  morning.  Thus 
judged  the  Czar,  and  thus  it 
really  happened.  But  in  the  night 
the  Czar  gave  orders  for  feven  re¬ 
doubts  to  be  raifed  in  the  wood, 
juft  in  front  of  his  infantry.  This 
was  for  two  different  purpofes  ; 
one  to  check  the  impetuofity  and 
break  the  order  of  the  Swedes  in 
their  firft  onfet,  which  by  expe¬ 
rience  he  had  fufficient  reafon  to 
dread ;  the  other,  that  he  might 
not  fhut  up  his  troops  in  a  conti¬ 
nued  line  of  entrenchment,  but 
afford  them  the  means  of  fallying 
out  upon  the  enemy  through  the 
intervals  between  the  redoubts ; 
a  method  of  fortifying  an  encamp¬ 
ment  highly  applauded  by  Mar- 
lhai  Saxe,  and  thenceforward 
edeemed  the  mod  perfect.  The 
king  went  forth  in  the  morning, 
full  of  ardour,  and  fludied  with 
the  hopes  of  conqued  ;  but  it  was 
fome  time  before  he  took  notice 
of  the  Czar’s  difpofition.  The 
confequence  was,  that,  though 
the  Ruffian  horie  were  beaten,  and 
three  of  the  redoubts  taken  by 
dorm,  the  Swedes  had  in  the  end 
the  word  of  the  action  ;  which 
was  equal  to  a  decifive  victory  on 
the  part  of  the  Ruffians. 

The  king  of  Sweden  excelled 
more  in  the  field  than  in  council, 
was  more  capable  of  executing 
than  planning  any  great  deiign  : 
he  might  be  compared  to  a  fheli, 
which  does  fometimes  prodigious 
execution ;  but  it  mud  be  when 
under  the  direction  of  an  able 
bombardier. 

When  he  had  occafion  to  con- 
fult  with  others,  which  was  but 
feldora,  he  never  did  it  in  a  dired 
manner;  but  propofed  a  general 
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quell  ion  to  thofe  in  whom  he  plac- 
ed  the  higheft  confidence,  and 
took  their  different  opinions  on 
the  fubjeft.  This  might  have 
been  the  effect  of  pride,  or  per¬ 
haps  of  that  maxim  of  princes 
and  ftatefmen,  to  advife  with 
others,  without  difcloling  their 
own  fentiments. 

All  the  world  knows  the  avei*- 
iron  this  great  man  had  for  women ; 
but  very  few  know  whence  it  ori¬ 
ginated.  He  had  fcarcely  mount¬ 
ed  the  throne,  when,  breathing 
nothing  but  war,  he  was  conti¬ 
nually  employed  in  thinking  of 
the  moll  effectual  and  deftradtive 
means  of  making  it.  A  certain 
profeffor  of  Stockholm  had  com¬ 
municated  to  him  a  new  inven¬ 
tion  in  the  branch  of  ordnance, 
with  which  he  was  fo  much  pleafed 
as  to  order  him  immediately  to 
make  the  experiment.  Impatient 
for  the  completion  of  the  work, 
he  went  very  early  one  morning 
all  alone  to  the  profeffor’s  houfe, 
who  was  in  bed,  having  been  tak¬ 
en  ill  the  day  before  with  a  fe¬ 
ver.  After  knocking  for  a  con- 
fiderable  length  of  time  at  the 
door,  he  was  let  in,  and  had  a 
conference  with  the  profeffor  on 
the  fubjedl  that  his  mind  was  fo 
fully  taken  up  with.  At  his  de¬ 
parture  he  was  preceded  by  a 
young  girl,  a  fervant  of  the  pro¬ 
feffor’s,  who  carried  a  lantern, 
and  had  fome  pretenfions  to  beau¬ 
ty.  The  king  took  a  fancy  to 
the  girl,  which  fhevved  he  was 
not  indifferent  to  the  fex,  and 
began  to  take  fome  liberties  with 
her ;  but  fhe,  being  perhaps  a 
native  of  Dalecarlia,  with  a  heart 
congenial  to  the  foil,  did  not 
much  reltfh  this  freedom  of  the 
king,  and  in  return  treated  him 


rather  roughly.  We  are  a  flared, 
that  this  repulfe  made  fo  deep  arc 
impreffion  on  the  king’s  mind* 
that  he  abfoletely  refufed  in  Po¬ 
land  to  fee  the  Countefs  of  Ko- 
nigfmarck,  and  for  ever  baniftaed 
the  fex  from  his  company  and  his 
pleafures. 

Magnanimity,  which  you  allow 
him,  he  certainly  poffeffed  to  a 
very  high  degree.  I  (hall  give 
you  an  inftance  of  it,  by  an  anec¬ 
dote  which  Plutarch  would  not 
have  omitted,  had  he  written  the 
life  of  Charles.  He  happened  to 
be  one  day,  after  his  return  from 
Turkey,  riding  out,  with  a  fmall 
number  of  attendants,  whom  he 
left,  and  went  on  confiderably  be¬ 
fore.  Being  come  to  the  gate  of  a 
field  he  had  to  pafs  through,  he 
opened  it,  and  negle&ed  to  fhut 
it  again,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  country.  The  owner  of  the 
ground,  who  was  an  enftgn  in  the 
army,  being  near  at  hand,  and 
not  being  acquainted  with 
Charles’s  perfon,  called  out  to 
know  why  he  did  not  fhut  the  gate 
after  him,  according  to  the  king’s 
orders,  and,  as  he  paffed,  made 
ule  of  fome  uncivil  expreflions. 
Why  do  you  not  go  and  fhut 
it  yourfelf  ?  anfvvers  the  king. 
This  fo  enrages  the  gentleman, 
that  he  feizes  the  bridle,  and 
flops  the  horfe.  On  this  Charles 
puts  his  hand  to  his  fword ;  but 
the  other,  being-  too  ilrong  for 
him,  fnatches  it  from  him.  The 
king  then  draws  out  a  piftol,  and 
threatens  to  make  the  other  re¬ 
pent  it,  unlefs  he  immediately 
lays  down  the  fword  on  a  Hone 
that  was  clofe  by.  You  would 
not  be  fo  valiant,  fays  the  gentle¬ 
man,  if  I  was  alfo  provided  with 
a  piftol.  Go,  and  fetch  one,  fays 
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the  king.  The  gentleman  on 
this  goes  for  a  piflol,  while  the 
king  waits  his  return.  As  he 
was  coming  back  in  high  dud¬ 
geon,  he  efpies  the  king’s  attend¬ 
ants  at  a  little  diflance ;  which 
giving  him  Tome  fufpicion,  he 

makes  his  retreat.  The  noble¬ 
men,  who  had  joined  the  king, 
feeing  him  take  up  his  fword 

without  faying  a  word,  did  not 

venture  to  afk  him  any  queftioos, 
but  followed  him  in  filence.  It 
happened  that  not  long  after,  the 
regiment,  in  which  this  gentle¬ 
man  was  an  enfign,  became  va¬ 
cant,  and  was  given  to  one  of  the 
noblemen  who  had  that  day  at¬ 
tended  the  king.  The  gentle¬ 

man  thought  it  neceflary  to  in¬ 
form  his  colonel  of  all  the  parti¬ 
culars,  and  defired  he  would  con¬ 
trive  to  extricate  him  from  the 
difficulty.  The  day  being  ar¬ 
rived,  on  which  the  regiment  was 
to  pafs  in  review,  the  enlign  does 
not  make  his  appearance.  His 
majefty  obferves  to  the  colonel. 
There  is  an  officer  miffing.  He  is 
informed,  that  the  officer  is  on 
guard.  Let  him  be  fent  for,  fays 
the  king.  The  enfign  is  accord¬ 
ingly  brought  forth,  God  knows 
with  what  fenfations.  The  king 
immediately  gallops  up  to  him, 
then  Hops,  and  looking  upon  him 
Aedfaflly,  names  him  to  a  fir li 
lieutenancy,  and  orders  a  good 
round  number  of  florins  to  be 
counted  out  to  him. 

There  are  many  other  inftances 
related  of  his  magnanimity,  which 
it  would  be  too  tedious  to  enu¬ 
merate ;  among  A  which,  I  know 
uot  whether  you  will  place  that 
resolution  of  his,  not  to  have  his 
wound  drefled,  after  hearing  of 
the  total  defeat  of  his  army  at 


Pultowa,  and  his  tearing  off  the 
dreffings,  like  another  Cato. 

A  certain  particular  in  the  anec¬ 
dotes  of  Charles’s  life,  you,  who 
are  fo  curious  in  inveftigating 
the  human  heart,  will  be  glad  to 
know ;  which  is,  that  he  fome- 
times  recommended  to  the  chap¬ 
lains  of  his  army,  in  the  fermons 
which  among  the  Lutherans  are 
preached  to  the  foldiers,  to  take 
the  following  text ; 

Maneteip  yocatione  in  qua  v.ocati  eftis. 

As  Peirach  often  raifed  his 
thoughts  to  the  third  circle  of  the 
heavens,  where  he  fuppofed  his 
Laura  was  with  the  other  devoted 
flaves  of  love  ;  fo  did  Charles  to 
the  circle  of  the  God  of  War, 
which  was  bis  heaven.  He  was 
frequently  overheard  by  his  do- 
meflics  counterfeiting  firfl  the 
noife  of  drums,  then  that  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  finally  the  report  of 
fmall  arms  ;  when  he  would  all 
on  a  fudden  clap  his  hand  to  the 
fword  which  he  always  wore  by 
his  fide  ;  his  imagination  trani- 
fornjdng  the  chairs  and  tables  in 
the  toojii  into  horfe  and  foot** 
men. 

During  his  flay  at  Bender,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  mention  of  the  length 
of  time  a  man  may  live  without 
nouriffiment,  and  of  the  faffing 
and  aufterity  pra&ifed  by  the  San- 
tons,  and  by  the  oriental  Jews, 
he  took  it  in  his  head  to  try  the 
ftrength  of  his  own  conftitutign 
in  this  particular.  He  held  out 
for  a  week,  taking  only  a  glafs  of 
water  each  day  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  omitting  none  of  his  ordina¬ 
ry  exercifes,  among  others,  that 
of  riding  ten  leagues  on  horfe- 
back.  On  the  eighth  day  he 
found  an  inclination  to  cat:  fo  he 
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took  feme  food,  bat  not,  as  one 
would  fuppofe,  what  was  very 
light  and  eafy  of  digedion,  but 
feme  good  fubdantiai  meat,  and 
in  no  fmall  quantity.  This, 
however,  affe&ed  neither  his 
health  nor  his  domach,  fo  as  to 
prevent  him  from  purfuing  his  or¬ 
dinary  courfe  of  living. 

Whenever  he  played  at  Chefs, 
as  he  frequently  did  to  pafs  away 
the  time  at  Bender,  he  always 
moved  the  king  towards  the  front 
as  foon  as  poffible.  To  cover 
himfelf  was  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion  ;  and  if  ever  a  pawn  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  his  way,  he  did 
not  puzzle  himfelf  long  about  the 
method  of  moving  him,  but 
knocked  him  at  once  off  the 
board.  Such  influence  has  that 
genius,  or  natural  difpofition, 
that  is  born  along  with  us,  which 
in  Charles  (hewed  its  prevalence 
to  the  lad :  for,  after  receiving 
Ms  fatal  blow  at  Frederickdadt, 
he  was  found  with  his  hand  upon 
the  hilt  of  his  fword. 

Thus  you  have  a  (light  (ketch, 
but  an  original  one  at  lead,  of 
the  rival  of  Peter  the  Great,  to 
whole  great  qualities  he  was  at 
length  obliged  to  give  way.  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  who  attended  the 
le&ures  of  our  G'alileo  at  Padua, 
and  united  the  characters  of  the 
foldier  and  the  politician,  was, 
doubtlefs,  a  much  greater  man ; 
notwithdanding  Gudavus  com¬ 
mitted  an  overfight,  in  negle&ing 
to  follow  up  his  victory  of  Leip- 
hc.  Having  completely  routed 
his  enemies  in  that  battle,  indead 
of  marching  ftraight  into  Bohe¬ 
mia,  he  was  content  with  detach¬ 
ing  there  his  ally  the  eleCtor  of 
Saxony,  who  carried  on  the  war 


without  fpirit,  and  was  foon  gain¬ 
ed  over  by  the  Andrians.  Guda- 
vus  divided  and  didipated  his 
force,  like  a  great  river  that 
overflows  its  banks,  and  went  here 
and  there  throughout  Germany, 
befieging  towns,  and  laying  coun¬ 
tries  under  contribution ;  but 
knew  not  how  to  contraCl  and 
abridge  the  war,  according  to  the 
Roman  and  Turkifli  method.  He 
gave  time  to  the  enemy  to  recover 
himfelf,  and  lod  all  his  former 
advantages :  fo  that  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  at  Lutzen  to  re-commence  that 
game  which  he  had  before  won, 
and  which  then  terminated  with 
his  life. 

It  appears  to  me,  beyond  all 
diipute,  that  the  greatefl  man 
among  the  Swedifli  monarchs  was 
Guflavus  Vafa.  He  found  the 
means  of  well  regulating  and  di¬ 
recting  the  natural  drength  of  his 
country  5  and  did  not  attempt  to 
pufli  it  beyond  its  proper  bounds, 
but  made  fo  judicious  a  ufe  of  it 
within  the  kingdom,  that  without 
him  it  could  neither  have  been 
extended  fo  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  realm  by  Gudavus  Adol¬ 
phus,  nor  fo  glorioufly  mifguided, 
as  it  was  afterwards,  by  Charles 
the  Twelfth. 


Some  Account  of  the  Life  of  Cadruc- 
cio  Cadracani  of  Lucca;  from 
the  fame  Author. 

M  O  N  G  S  T  the  opufcula  of 
the  fecretary  the  mod  con- 
flderable  is  the  life  of  Cadruccio 
Cadracani ;  who  fignalized  him¬ 
felf  for  his  valour,  about  the  time 
that  Dante  recalled  the  Mufes 
into  Italy :  and,  as  this  latter 
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gave 
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gave  a  new  life  to  poetry,  fo  did 
Cadruccio  to  the  military  art. 
Of  the  lowed  extraction,  he  raif- 
ed  himfelf  by  his  perfonal  merit 
alone  to  the  dominion  of  Lucca, 
of  Lunigiana,  of  part  of  the  Ri¬ 
viere  of  Genoa,  and  afterwards  of 
Pifa  and  Piftoja ;  and,  if  death 
had  not  put  a  Hop  to  his  career, 
after  he  had  jult  brought  to  a 
fuccefsful  iffue  a  mod  important 
enterprife  againd  the  Florentines, 
he  would  in  the  end  have  made 
himfelf  mader  of  all  Tufcany. 
Critics  will  have  it,  that  he  took 
the  thread  only  from  real  hidory, 
the  texture  being  entirely  his  own ; 
and  that,  in  imitation  of  Xeno¬ 
phon’s  Cyropaedia,  he  wiihed  to 
exhibit  Cadruccio  to  the  world, 
as  a  model  of  civil  and  military 
conduct.  That  this  was  really  the 
cafe,  may  be  inferred  from  fome 
expreflions  of  the  ancients,  which 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Cadruc¬ 
cio  ;  and  in  particular  from  the 
variation  that  is  obfervable  be¬ 
tween  the  faCls  he  lays  down  in 
the  Life ,  and  thofe  which  he  has 
related  of  him  in  the  Hidory  of 
Florence.  In  the  former  he  gives 
free  fcope  to  his  imagination  ; 
whereas  in  the  latter  he  follows  the 
authority  of  Villani,  a  contem¬ 
porary  author ;  who  neverthelefs 
represents  Cadruccio  to  have  been 
magnanimous,  prudent,  dextrous, 
diligent,  indefatigable,  brave,  and 
at  the  fame  time  cool  in  battle, 
and  extremely  fortunate  in  his 
enterprifes.  Such  in  fa£l  does  he 
fhew  himfelf  in  all  his  aClions. 
That  might  be  truly  called  a  de- 
fign  worthy  of  a  Casfar,  which  he 
had  formed,  of  throwing  a  dam 
acrofs  the  dreights  of  the  Golfo- 
line  rock,  that  he  might  make 
himfelf  mader  of  the  city  of  Flo¬ 
rence,  by  caufing  the  waters  of 
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the  Arno  to  overflow  it.  He 
fhewed  prodigious  ingenuity  in 
the  fiege  of  Pidoja,  a  little  before 
his  death  ;  having  made  ufe  of  fe- 
veral  curious  machines,  particu¬ 
larly  the  wooden  tower  of  the 
ancients,  and  fortified  his  camp 
in  a  mod  admirable  manner  a- 
gaind  the  town,  and  dill  more  fo 
againd  the  Florentines,  who  at¬ 
tempted  in  vain  to  relieve  it  :  fo 
that  nothing  can  be  richer  than 
this  piece  of  embroidery,  as  vvc 
may  call  it,  wrought  by  the  fe- 
cretary. 

Three  battles  were  given  by 
Cadruccio,  which  were  embel- 
lifhed,  if  not  entirely  planned,  by 
Macchiavel ;  who  feems  in  his  re¬ 
lation  of  them  to  be  fond  of  fhew- 
ing  his  military  knowledge.  The 
firit  was  at  Mount  Carlo,  rot  far 
from  Pefcia,  when  Cadruccio  ferv- 
ed  under  Uguccione  della  Fag- 
giuola,  who  commanded  the  com¬ 
bined  forces  erf  the  Pifans  and 
Lucchefe  againd  the  Florentines. 
Illnefs  having  obliged  Uguccione 
to  leave  the  camp,  the  enemy  took 
courage,  thinking  they  could  ead- 
ly  beat  an  army  without  a  com¬ 
mander.  They  accordingly  march¬ 
ed  out,  and  offered  battle  every 
day,  eager  to  come  to  a&ion,  and 
in  their  own  minds  fare  of  gain¬ 
ing  the  vi&ory.  Cadruccio  did 
all  in  his  power  to  confirm  them 
in  this  opinion,  fhewing  every 
fign  of  fear,  and  not  fuffering  any 
one  to  go  without  tne  entrench¬ 
ments.  At  length,  having  learnt 
the  difpofition  of  the  Florentines, 
who  placed  the  flower  of  their 
troops  in  the  center,  and  the 
weaker  upon  the  flanks,  he  fal'ied 
out,  forming  his  army  in  an  op- 
pofite  order ;  and  having  ordered 
his  center  to  move  flow  whillt 
the  wings  advanced  rapidly,  the 
C  4  bed 
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bell  of  his  troops  came  to  engage 
the  worft  of  the  enemy’s ;  by 
which  manoeuvre  he  obtained  the 
victory. 

The  next  battle  was  fought 
upon  the  hill  of  Serravalle,  which 
lies  at  the  end  of  the  vale  of  Nie- 
vole,  between  Pefcia  and  Piftoja. 
The  Lucchefe  were  encamped  on 
one  fide  of  the  hill,  and  the  Flo¬ 
rentines  on  the  other.  It  was  Caf- 
truccio’s  intention  to  engage  the 
enemy  in  this  narrow  pafs ;  where 
his  troops  could  not,  before  the 
adtion  ftiould  begin,  difcover  their 
number,  and  would  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  ground.  The  night 
before  the  battle,  he  took  the  pre¬ 
caution  of  occupying  fecretly  the 
caftle  of  Serravalle,  which  was  fi- 
tuated  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  road ; 
and  in  that  war  obferved  a  perfedt 
neutrality.  This  done,  he  puts 
his  army  in  motion  betimes  in  the 
morning ;  and  about  break  of 
day,  his  infantry  falls  in  with  the 
cavalry  of  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Florentine  army,  who  were 
afcending  the  hill  on  the  other 
fide,  with  little  expedition  of 
meeting  Caftruccio.  The  advan¬ 
tage  he  had  of  attacking  the  Flo¬ 
rentines  unexpectedly,  and  of 
flanking  them  from  the  caftle, 
gained  him  the  battle. 

The  third  victory  which  he  ob¬ 
tained  over  the  fame  enemy,  was 
no  lefs  fignal.  They  were  en¬ 
camped  at  St.  Miniato,  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  Arno,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Pifa.  Having  fecured 
Pifa  with  a  itrong  garrifon,  Caf¬ 
truccio  pitched  his  camp  at  Fucec- 
chio,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  ;  a  Itrong  and  commodious 
portion.  He  kept  at  a  little  dif¬ 
tance  from  the  Arno,  in  order  to 


encourage  the  Florentines  to  pafs 
it.  His  defign  fucceeded :  and  no 
fooner  had  they  begun  one  morn¬ 
ing  to  ford  it  with  a  part  of  their 
army,  than  Caftruccio,  having 
divided  his  forces  into  two  lines, 
fell  upon  them  with  the  firft. 
The  fight  Was  obltinate ;  CaT 
truccio  being  inferior  in  force, 
but  with  the  advantage  of  engag¬ 
ing  troops  who  were  in  dilorder  : 
for  the  Florentines,  not  having 
all  croffed  the  river,  had  not  time 
to  form  their  line  of  battle.  Mean¬ 
while  he  detaches  two  corps  of 
infantry,  one  higher  up,  and  the 
other  lower  down  the  river,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  paffing  it, 
in  order  to  take  him  in  flank. 
The  fortune  of  the  day  ilill  remain¬ 
ed  in  fufpenfe,  the  Florentines 
making  a  vigorous  defence  againft 
the  troops  of  Caftruccio,  as  faft 
as  they  gained  the  bank.  Caf¬ 
truccio  then  ordered  his  fecond 
line  to  relieve  the  firft;  which, 
being  compofed  of  frelh  troops, 
foon  broke  the  Florentines,  who 
were  nearly  exhaufted,  and  drove 
them  into  the  river.  That  part 
of  the  Florentine  cavalry,  whick 
had  hitherto  remained  unbroken, 
was  obliged  to  give  way,  when 
attacked  at  once  by  Caftruccio’s 
cavalry,  and  by  his  infantry, 
which  had  no  longer  any  of  the 
Florentine  infantry  to  oppofe 
them. 

With  fuch  fkill  and  dexterity 
does  Caftruccio  fight  his  battles, 
according  to  the  fecretary’s  ac¬ 
count  of  them.  If  his  relations 
are  not  true,  we  muft  allow  them 
at  leaft  to  be  plaufible  ;  and  they 
may  perhaps  induce  us  to  think 
with  Ariftotle,  that  fidiion  is  more 
inftrudlive  than  hiftory. 


Extra& 
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ExtraSi  from  the  Confessions  of 
J.  J.  Rouffeau,  tr  a? fated  from 
the  French  of  J.  J.  Rouffeau. 

HOW  much  did  the  firft  fight 
of  Paris  belie  the  idea  I  had 
of  it !  The  external  decoration 
I  had  feen  at  Turin,  the  beauty 
of  the  ftreets,  the  fymmetry  and 
fquarenefs  of  the  houfes,  induced 
me  to  feek  at  Paris  flill  more.  I 
had  figured  to  myfelf  a  city  as 
beautiful  'as  large,  of  the  moft 
impofing  afpeft,  where  nothing 
was  feen  but  fuperb  ftreets  and 
marble  or  golden  palaces.  Com¬ 
ing  in  at  the  fuburbs  St.  Marceau, 
I  favv  none  but  little,  dirty  link¬ 
ing  ftreets,  ugly  black  houfes,  the 
appearance  of  naltinefs,  poverty, 
beggars,  carters,  old  cloath  botch¬ 
ers,  criers  of  ptifan  and  old  hats. 
All  thefe  things  ftruck  me,  at 
firft  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  all  I 
have  feen  at  Paris,  really  magni¬ 
ficent,  has  not  been  able  to  deltroy 
this  firft  imprefiion,  and  that  there 
ftill  remains  a  fecret  difguft  to  the 
refidence  of  this  capital.  I  can  fay 
the  whole  time  1  afterwards  re¬ 
mained  there,  was  employed  in 
feeking  refources  which  might 
enable  me  to  live  far  from  it. 
Such  is  the  fruit  of  a  too  adtive 
imagination,  which  exaggerates 
beyond  the  exaggerations  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  always  fees  more  in  a 
thing  than  has  been  heard.  I  had 
heard  Paris  fo  much  boafted  of,  I 
looked  on  it  like  ancient  Babylon, 
from  which  I  ihould,  perhaps, 
have  found  full  as  much  to  deduct, 
had  I  feen  it,  from  the  the  picture  1 
had  drawn  of  it.  The  fame  thing 
happened  to  me  at  the  opera, 
where  I  haltened  to  go  the  mor¬ 
row  of  my  arrival  :  the  fame  af¬ 
terwards  happened  at  V^rfailles ; 
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after  that,  likewife,  on  feeing  the 
fea  ;  and  the  fame  thing  will  al¬ 
ways  happen  to  me,  on  feeing  any 
thing  too  much  extolled  ;  for  it 
is  impoflible  to  mankind,  and  dif¬ 
ficult  to  Nature  itfelf,  to  furpafs 
the  richneis  of  my  imagination. 

From  the  manner  I  was  received 
by  all  thofe  for  whom  I  had  letters# 
I  thought  my  fortune  made.  Him 
I  was  moft  recommended  to,  and 
lea  ft  careffed  by,  was  M.  de  Sur- 
beck,  retired  from  the  lervice,  and 
living  phiiofophically  at  Bagneux, 
where  I  went  feveral  times  to  fee 
him,  without  his  once  offering 
me  even  a  glafs  of  water.  I  was 
better  received  by  Madam  de  Mer- 
veilleux,  fifter-in-lavv  to  the  in- 
terpeter,  and  by  his  nephew,  aa 
officer  in  the  guards.  The  mo¬ 
ther  and  fon  not  only  received  me 
well,  but  offered  me  their  table# 
of  which  1  often  benefited  during 
my  ftay  at  Paris.  Madam  de 
Merveilleux  appeared  to  me  to 
have  been  handlbme  ;  her  hair  was 
a  beautiful  black,  and  formed,  in 
the  old  fafhion,  ringlets  on  her 
forehead.  That  which  does  not 
perifh  with  beauty  ftill  remained# 
an  agreeable  mind.  She  feemed 
plealed  with  mine,  and  did  all  in 
her  power  to  ferve  me ;  but  no 
one  feconded  her,  and  I  was  fooa 
undeceived  on  all  this  great  inte- 
reft  they  appeared  to  take  in  my 
behalf.  I  mu  ft,  however,  do  the 
French  juftice  ;  they  do  not 
fmother  you  with  proteftations,  as 
is  faid  of  them  ;  and  thofe  they 
make  are  almoft  always  fincere ; 
but  they  have  a  manner  of  inte- 
refting  themfelves  in  your  favour# 
which  deceives  you  more  than 
woids.  The  coarfe  compliments 
of  the  Swifs  can  impofe  on  fools 
only.  The  French  manners  are 

more 
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more  fedocing,  only  becaufe  they 
are  more  fimple  ;  you  think  they 
don’t  tell  you  all  they  intend  to 
dky  for  you,  to  furprife  you  more 
agreeably.  I  fhall  go  farther  :  they 
are  not  falfe  in  their  demonftra- 
iions ;  they  aye  naturally  officious, 
humane,  benevolent,  and  even, 
whatever  may  be  faid  of  it,  more 
downright  than  any  other  nation  ; 
but  they  are  light  and  airy.  They 
have,  in  eifed,  the  fentiment  they 
exp  refs  ;  but  this  fentiment  goes 
off  as  it  came.  While  fpeaking 
to  you,  they  are  full  of  you:  go 
out  of  their  fight,  they  have  for¬ 
got  you.  Nothing  is  permanent 
in  them  ;  every  thing  with  them 
lafts  but  a  moment. 

1  was  therefore  flattered  much, 
ferved  little.  The  Colonel  God¬ 
ard,  whofe  nephew  I  was  to  be 
with,  feeing  my  di  ft  refs,  and  al¬ 
though  rolling  in  riches,  wanted 
me  for  nothing.  He  pretended  I 
Jhould  be  with  his  nephew,  a  kind 
of  valet  without  wages  rather  than 
as  a  real  tutor.  Continually  en¬ 
gaged  with  him,  and  by  that  dif- 
penfed  from  duty,  I  muft  live  on 
my  cadet’s  pay,  that  is,  a  foldier’s ; 
it  was  with  trouble  he  confented  to 
give  me  a  uniform ;  he  had  been 
glad  to  put  me  off  with  that  of 
the  regiment.  Madam  de  Mer¬ 
veilleux,  enraged  at  his  propofals, 
advifed  me  herfelf  not  to  accept 
them-j  her  fon  was  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion.  Other  things  were  fought, 
but  nothing  found.  I  began, 
however,  to  be  in  want  ;  an  hun¬ 
dred  livres,  on  which  I  had  made 
any  journey,  could  not  carry  me 
far.  Happily,  I  received  from 
the  ambaflador  a  trifling  remit¬ 
tance,  which  was  very  ufelul  ; 
and  I  believe  he  had  not  discarded 
me,-  had  I  had  more  patience : 
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but  to  languifli,  wait,  foliclt,  are, 
to  me,  impoffibilities.  I  was  dif- 
couraged,  appeared  no  more,  and 
all  was  at  an  end.  I  had  not  for¬ 
got  my  "poor  Mamma ;  but  how 
to  find  her  ?  where  to  feek  her  ? 
Madam  de  Merveilleux,  who 
knew  my  ftory,  affifted  me  in  the 
refearch,  but  long  to  no  purpofe. 
At  laft  ihe  told  me  that  Madam  de 
Warens  had  been  gone  more  than 
two  months,  but  it  was  not  known 
whether  to  Savoy  or  Turin,  and 
that  fome  faid  fhe  was  returned  to 
Switzerland.  Nothing  more  was 
neceffary  to  determine  me  to  fol¬ 
low  her,  certain,  that,  wherever 
fhe  might  be,  I  fhould  find  her  in. 
the  country  much  eafier  than  X 
could  have  done  at  Paris. 

Before  my  departure,  X  exer- 
cifed  my  new  poetical  talent,  in 
an  epiftle  to  Colonel  Godard,  in 
wdiich  I  bantered  him  as  well  as  I 
could.  X  fhewed  this  fcravvl  to 
Madam  de  Merveilleux,  who  in- 
ftead  of  cenfuring  me,  as  fhe 
ought,  laughed  heartily  at  my 
farcafms,  and  her  fon  likewife, 
who,  I  believe,  did  not  love  Mr. 
Godard ;  it  muft  be  owned  he 
was  not  amiable.  X  was  tempted 
to  fend  him  my  verfes,  they  en¬ 
couraged  me  :  I  made  a  parcel  of 
them  directed  to  him ;  and,  as 
there  was  no  penny-poft  then  at 
Paris,  I  fent  it  from  Auxerre  in 
paffing  through  that  place.  I 
laugh  yet,  fometimes,  on  think¬ 
ing  of  the  grimaces  he  muft  have 
made  on  reading  his  panegyric, 
where  he  was  painted  ftroke  by 
ftroke.  It  began  thus  : 

Tu  croyois,  vieux  Penard,  qu’une  folk 

manie 

B’elever  ton  neveu  m’infpireroit  1’envle. 

This  little  piece,  badly  pom- 

pofed 


characters; 


pofed  in  faft,  but  which  did  not 
want  (alt,  and  which  (hewed  a  ta¬ 
lent  for  fatire,  is  neverthelefs  the 
only  fatirical  work  that  ever  came 
from  my  pen.  Mv  mind  is  too 
little  inclined  to  hatred,  to  glory 
in  this  kind  of  talent ;  but  I 
fancy  you  may  judge  by  fome 
pieces  of  controverfy,  written  from 
time  to  time,  in  my  defence,  that 
had  I  been  of  a  warring  humour, 
my  aggreflors  had  feldom  had  the 
laughers  on  their  fide. 

What  I  mod  regret  in  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  my  life,  which  I  do  not  re¬ 
member,  is  not  having  kept  a  jour¬ 
nal  of  my  travels.  Never  did  1  think, 
exift,  live,  or  was  myfelf,  if  I  may 
fay  fo,  fo  much  as  in  thofe  I  made 
alone  and  on  foot.  Walking  has 
fomething  which  animates  and  en¬ 
livens  my  ideas :  I  can  fcarcely 
think  when  I  hand  dill ;  my  body 
mud  (lir  in  order  to  dir  my  mind. 
The  view  of  the  country,  the  fuc- 
cefiion  of  agreeable  fights,  a  good 
air,  a  good  appetite,  and  good 
health,  I  get  by  walking  ;  the 
freedom  of  inns,  the  didance  of 
thofe  objedls  which  force  me  to  fee 
fubje&ion,  of  every  thing  which 
reminds  me  of  my  condition,  the 
whole  gives  a  loofe  to  my  foul, 
gives  me  more  boldnefs  of  thought, 
carries  me,  in  a  manner,  into  the 
immenfity  of  beings,  fo  that  I 
combine  them,  chufe  them,  ap¬ 
propriate  them  to  my  will,  with¬ 
out  fear  or  redraint.  I  imperi- 
oudy  difpofe  of  all  Nature  :  my 
heart,  wandering  from  objeft  to 
object,  unites,  becomes  the  fame 
with  thofe  which  engage  it,  is 
compaded  about  by  delightful 
images,  grows  drunk  with  delici¬ 
ous  fenfations.  If  to  determine 
them,  I  divert  myfelf  by  painting 
them  in  my  mind,  what  vigorous 
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touches,  what  refplendent  colour¬ 
ing,  what  energy  of  expredion  do 
1  not  give  them  !  We  have,  you’ll 
fey,  feen  all  this  in  your  works, 
though  written  in  the  decline  of 
life.  Oh  1  had  you  known  thofe 
of  the  flower  of  my  youth,  thofe 
l  made  during  my  travels,  thofe  I 
compofed  but  never  wrote.  .  ,  .  * 
Why,  fay  you,  did  you  not  write 
them  i  And  why  write  them,  I 
anfwer  you  ;  why  withdraw  my¬ 
felf  from  the  adlual  charms  of  en¬ 
joyment,  to  tell  others  I  did  en¬ 
joy  ?  What  cared  I  for  readers, 
the  public,  and  the  whole  earth, 
while  I  was  fwimming  in  the 
heavens  ?  Befides,  did  I  carry 
ink  and  paper?  Had  I  thought 
of  all  thefe  things,  nothing  had 
flruck  me.  I  did  not  forefee  1 
fhould  have  ideas  ;  they  come 
when  they  pleafe,  not  when  I 
pleafe ;  they  overwhelm  me  with 
number  and  force.  Ten  volifmes 
a  day  had  not  fufflced.  Where 
borrow  time  to  write  them  ?  On 
arriving  I  thought  of  nothing  but 
a  hearty  dinner.  On  departing  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  trudging 
on.  I  favv  a  new  Paradife  awaited 
me  at  the  door ;  I  ran  off  to 
catch  it. 

I  never  felt  all  this  fo  much  as 
in  the  journey  I  am  fpeaking  of. 
In  coming  to  Paris  I  was  confined 
to  ideas  relative  to  the  bufinefs  I 
was  going  on.  I  launched  into 
the  career  I  was  going  to  run,  and 
fhould  have  run  through  it  with 
glory  enough,  but  this  career  was 
not  that  my  heart  called  me  to, 
and  real  beings  prejudiced  imagi¬ 
nary  ones.  Colonel  Godard  and 
his  nephew  made  poor  figures 
when  oppofed  to  a  hero  like  me. 
Thanks  to  Heaven  !  I  was  now 
delivered  from  all  thefe  obftacles ; 

I  could 
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I  could  plunge  at  will  into  the 
land  of  chimeras,  for  nothing 
more  was  feen  before  me.  And  I 
was  fo  far  bewildered  in  it,  T 
really  loft,  feveral  times,  my  road, 
j  had  been  very  forty  to  have  gone 
liraighter;  for  finding,  at  Lyons, 
I  was  almod  on  eajrth  again,  I  had 
been  glad  never  to  have  reached 
it. 

One  day,  among  others,  going 
cm  purpofe  out  of  my  road,  the 
better  to  fee  a  fpot  which  appeared 
admirable,  I  was  fo  delighted 
with  it,  and  went  around  it  fo 
often,  I  entirely  loll  myfelf.  Af¬ 
ter  running  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  feveral  hours  in  vain,  tired 
and  dying  of  hunger  and  third, 
I  went  to  a  country  perfon’s, 
whofe  houfe  had  not  a  very  good 
appearance,  but  it  was  the  only 
one  I  faw  near  me.  I  thought  it 
was  as  it  is  at  Geneva  or  Switzer¬ 
land,  where  every  inhabitant,  who 
could  afford  it,  might  exercife 
hofpitality.  I  begged  this  man 
to  let  me  dine  with  him  for  my 
money.  He  offered  me  fome 
flammed  milk  and  coarfe  barley 
bread,  and  told  me  ’twas  all  he 
had.  I  drank  the  milk  with  plea¬ 
sure,  and  eat  the  bread,  draw 
and  all  :  but  this  was  not  very 
drengthening  to  a  man  exhauded 
with  fatigue.  The  countryman, 
who  examined  me,  judged  of  the 
truth  of  my  dory  by  that  of  my 
appetite.  Having  told  me  that 
he  very  well  faw  *  I  was  a  good- 
natured,  honed  young  man,  who 
was  not  come  there  to  betray  him, 
lie  opened  a  little  trap  door,  near 
the  kitchen,  went  down,  and  in 
an  indant  came  back  with  a  good 
houfehold  loaf  of  pure  wheat,  a 

#  Xt  feems  I  had  not,  at  that  time, 
oe  in  my  portraits. 


gammon  of  bacon  very  enticing, 
though  already  c»t,  and  a  bottle 
of  wine,  whofe  appearance  raifed 
my  fpirits  more  than  all  the  red. 
An  omelet  pretty  thick  was  added 
to  thefe,  and  I  made  a  dinner  fuch 
as  thofe  only  who  travel  on  foot 
were  ever  acquainted  with.  When 
I  offered  to  pay,  his  uneafinefs 
and  fears  came  on  him  again,  he 
would  not  take  my  money ;  he 
returned  it  with  extraordinary 
agitation ;  and  the  pleafanted  of 
all  was,  I  could  not  imagine  what 
he  had  to  dread.  At  lad  he  pro¬ 
nounced  with  trembling  thefe  ter¬ 
rible  words.  Officers  and  Cellar- 
rats.  He  made  me  underdand 
that  he  hid  his  wine  for  fear  of  the. 
excife,  his  bread  for  fear  of  the 
poll-tax,  and  that  he  was  a  ruined 
man,  had  they  the  lead  doubt  b\it 
that  he  was  darving  with  hunger. 
Every  thing  he  told  me  on  this 
fubjeft,  of  which  I  had  not  the 
lead  idea,  made  an  imprellion  on 
me  that  will  never  wear  away. 
This  was  the  fpring  and  fource  of 
that  inextinguifhable  hatred  which 
hath  fmce  unfolded  itfelf  in  my 
heart  againd  the  vexations  the 
poor  people  experience,  and  a- 
gaind  their  oppreifors,  This  man, 
though  in  eafy  circumftances, 
dared  not  eat  the  bread  he  had 
earned  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow, 
and  could  efcape  ruin  folely  by  an 
appearance  of  that  want  which 
was  feen  all  around  him.  I  went 
from  his  houfe  with  as  much  in¬ 
dignation  as  pity,  deploring  the 
fate  of  thefe  beautiful  countries,  to 
which  nature  has  been  lavifh  in 
her  gifts,  only  to  fall  a  prey  to 
barbarous  publicans. 

This  is  the  only  thing  I  dl- 

the  phyfiognomy  they  have  fmce  given 

din&ly 


C  H  A  R  A 

kinctly  remember  of  all  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  journey.  I  recoi¬ 
led  only  one  thing  more,  that,  in 
approaching  Lyons,  I  was  tempted 
to  prolong  my  travels  by  going  to 
fee  the  borders  of  the  Lignon  :  for 
among  the  romances  I  read  at  my 
father’s,  Akrea  had  not  been  for¬ 
gotten  ;  it  came  more  frequently 
to  my  mind  than  any  other  thing. 
I  afked  the  way  to  Porez,  and,  in 
chattering  with  a  landlady,  fhe  told 
me  it  was  a  rare  countrv  for  work- 
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men,  that  it  contained  many 
forges,  and  that  good  iron  work 
was  done  there.  This  encomium 
at  once  calmed  my  romantic  cu- 
riofity ;  I  did  not  think  proper  to 
go  to  feek  Diana’s  and  Silvanus’s 
amidk  a  generation  of  black  - 
fmiths.  The  good  old  woman 

who  encouraged  me  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  certainly  took  me  for  a  jour¬ 
neyman  lockfmith. 

i  did  not  quite  go  to  Lyons 
without  fome  view.  On  my.  ar¬ 

rival,  I  went  to  fee,  at  the  Cha- 
fottes,  Mifs  du  Chatelet,  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  Madam  de  Warens, 
and  for  whom  fhe  had  given  me 
a  letter  when  I  came  with  M.  le 
Maitre  ;  it  was,  therefore,  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  already  made.  Mifs 
du  Chatelet  told  me,  that,  in  fad, 
her  friend  had  paked  through 
Lyons,  but  fhe  could  not  tell 

whether  ihe  had  continued  her 

road  as  far  as  Piedmont,  and  that 
fhe  was  uncertain  herfelf,  at  her 
departure,  whether  or  no  fhe 
fhould  not  flop  in  Savoy  ;  that, 
if  I  chofe,  fhe  would  write  in 
order  to  learn  fomething  of  her, 
and  that  the  belt  way  was  to  wait 
the  anfwer  at  Lyons.  I  accepted 
the  offer  ;  but  dared  not  tell  Mifs 
du  Chatelet  a  fpeedy  anfwer  was 
neceffary  ;  and  that  my  little  ex- 
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hauked  purfe  did  not  leave  me  in 
a  condition  to  wait  long.  Ic  was 
not  her  bad  reception  that  with¬ 
held  me.  On  the  contrary,  fhe 
fhewed  me  much  kindnefs,  and 
treated  me  in  a  fly  le  of  equality 
that  difheartened  me  from  letting 
her  fee  my  fituation,  and  defend¬ 
ing  from  the  line  of  good  com¬ 
pany  to  that  of  a  beggar. 

I  think  I  clearly  lee  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  all  I  have  mentioned  in 
this  book.  I,  neverthelefs,  feem 
to  recoiled,  in  the  fame  interval, 
another  journey  to  Lyons,  whofe 
place  I  cannot  fix,  and  in  which 
I  was  much  kraightened,  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  extremities  to 
which  I  was  reduced,  does  not 
contribute  to  recall  it  agreeably 
to  my  memory.  Had  I  done  like 
fome  others,  had  I  pofleffed  the 
talent  of  borrowing  and  running 
in  debt  at  my  lodging,  I  had  ea- 
fily  got  through;  but  in  this  my 
aptnefs  equalled  my  repugnance"; 
and  to  imagine  the  point  to  which 
I  carried  both  one  and  the  other, 
it  is  fufficient  to  know,  that,  hav¬ 
ing  fpent  almok  my  whole  life  in 
hardlhips,  and  often  at  the  point 
of  wanting  bread,  it  never  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,  once  in  my  life,  to 
be  afked,  by  a  creditor,  for  mo¬ 
ney,  without  giving  it  him  that 
inkant.  I  never  could  contract 
bawling  debts,  and  was  always 
fonder  offuffering  than  owing. 

To  be  reduced  to  lie  in  the 
kreet  was  certainly  fufFering,  and 
this  happened  to  me  feveral  times 
at  Lyons.  I  chofe  to  employ  the 
few  halfpence  that  remained,  in 
paying  for  bread  rather  than  a 
lodging  ;  becaufe,  after  all,  I  run  lefs 
hazard  of  dying  for  want  of  keep 
than  bread.  It  is  furprifing,  thar, 
in  this  cruel  fituation,  I  was  nei¬ 
ther 
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ther  uneafy  nor  dull.  I  had  not 
the  leaft  care  for  future  days.  I 
waited  the  anfwers  Mifs  du  Cha- 
telet  was  to  receive,  lodging  in  the 
open  air,  and  fleeping  ftretched 
on  the  earth,  or  on  a  bench,  with 
the  fame  eafe  as  on  a  bed  of  down. 

I  remember  to  have  palled  even  a 
delightful  night  out  of  the  city, 
on  a  road  which  borders  the 
Rhone  or  the  Saone,  I  dont  re¬ 
coiled!:  which  of  the  two.  Gar¬ 
dens  forming  terraces  bordered  the 
road  on  the  oppofite  lide.  It  had 
been  extremely  hot  that  day ;  the 
evening  was  charming ;  the  dew 
moiftened  the  drooping  graft ;  no 
wind,  a  ftill  night ;  the  air  was 
frelh,  but  not  cold  ;  the  fun  being 
fet  had  left  red  vapours  in  the 
heavens,  whole  refleftion  gave  to 
the  water  the  colour  of  a  rofe  ;  the 
trees  on  the  terrace  were  covered 
with  nightingales,  who  anfwered 
«ach  other’s  notes.  I  walked 
about  in  a  fort  of  extacy,  giving 
tip  my  feelings  and  heart  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  whole,  and  light¬ 
ing  a  little  with  grief  at  enjoying 
it  alone.  Abforbed  in  delight¬ 
ful  meditation,  the  night  was  far 
advanced  before  I  perceived  my 
lengthened  svalkhad  tired  my  weary 
limbs.  I  perceived  it  at  lad.  I 
laid  myfelf  luxurioully  on  the  hep 
of  a  fort  of  niche  or  faife  door  in 
the  terrace  walk :  the  canopy  of 
my  bed  was  formed  by  the  tops  of 
trees;  a  nightingale  was  precifely 
over  my  head ;  his  mufic  lulled  me 
afleep :  my  {lumbers  were  foft, 
my  awaking  was  more  fo.  It  was 
broad  day  :  my  eyes,  on  opening, 
faw  water,  verdure,  and  an  ad¬ 
mirable  landfcape.  I  got  up, 
fhook  myfelf,  hunger  feized  me. 
I  made,  gayly,  the  bell  of  my 
way  towards  town,  rfcfolved  to 
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fpend  on  a  good  hreakfah  the  lalt 
two  pieces  I  had  left.  I  was  in 
fo  excellent  a  humour  as  to  go 
finging  along  all  the  way,  and,  I 
alfo  remember,  I  lung  a  cantata 
of  BatiftinJ  had  by  heart,  intitled 
the  Baths  of  fhomery..  God  blefs 
the  good  Batihin  and  his  good 
cantata,  which  brought  me  a 
better  breakfaft  than  what  I  ex* 
pedled,  and  ftill  a  better  dinner, 
which  I  did  not  expedt  at  all.  In 
the  height  of  my  walking  and 
fmging,  1  heard  fome  one  behind 
me.  I  look  round,  I  fee  an  An- 
tonine  following  me,  and  feeming 
to  liken  to  me  with  pleafure.  He 
accoits  me,  bids  me  good-morn¬ 
ing,  and  alks  if  I  know  mufic  ? 
I  anfwered,  a  little ,  to  make  it 
believed  a  great  deal.  He  con¬ 
tinues  to  queftion  me :  I  tell  a 
part  of  my  ftory.  He  alks  me 
whether  I  ever  copied  mulic  ? 
Often,  fay  I,  which  was  true ; 
my  belt  method  of  learning  was 
by  copying.  Well,  fays  he,  come 
with  me  ;  I  can  employ  you  a  few 
days,  during  which  time  you  lhall 
want  nothing,  provided  you  con- 
fent  to  not  going  out  of  the  room. 
I  willingly  acquiefced,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  him. 

This  Antonine  way  named  Ro~ 
lichon,  was  fond  of  mulic,  un- 
derftood  it,  and  fung  in  little 
concerts  he  gave  his  friends. 
There  was  nothing  in  this  but  in¬ 
nocence  and  decency ;  but  this 
take  degenerated,  no  doubt,  into 
paffion,  of  which  he  was  obliged 
to  conceal  a  part.  He  conducted 
me  to  a  little  room  I  occupied, 
where  I  found  a  deal  of  mulic  he 
had  copied.  He  gave  me  more  to 
copy,  particularly  the  cantata  I 
fung,  and  which  he  intended  to 
fmg  in  a  little  time.  I  Raid  there 

three 
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three  or  four  days,  copying  the 
whole  time  I  did  not  eat ;  for  in 
my  life  I  never  was  fo  hungry 
-or  better  fed.  He  brought  my 
meals  himi'elf  from  the  kitchen  ; 
they  mail  have  had  a  good  one, 
if  their  living  was  equal  to  mine. 
In  my  days  I  have  not  eat  with  fo 
much  pleafure ;  and  I  mull  o\Vn 
thefe  bits  came  in  the  nick  of  time, 
for  1  was  as  dry  as  wood.  I  work 
with  nearly  as  good  a  heart  as  I 
eat,  which  is  not  faying  a  little. 
It  is  true  I  was  noti  o  correct  as 
diligent.  Some  days  after,  M. 
Rolichon,  whom  I  met  in  the 
ilrect,  told  me  my  parts  could  not 
be  performed  on  account  of  omif- 
fions,  duplications,  and  tranfpo- 
fitions.  I  mull  own  I  have,  in 
chuling  that,  chofe  the  only  fci- 
ence  in  the  world  for  which  I  was 
leall  calculated.  Not  but  that 
my  notes  were  good,  and  that  I 
copied  very  clean :  but  the  tedi- 
oufnefs  of  a  long  job  diftra&s  me 
fo  much,  that  1  fpend  more  time 
in  fcratching  out  than  in  noting ; 
and  if  I  do  not  ufe  the  greatell  at¬ 
tention  in  comparing  my  parts, 
they  always  caufe  the  performance 
to  fail.  1,  therefore,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  do  well,  did  very  ill,  and 
to  get  on  quickly,  I  went  crofs. 
This  did  not  prevent  M.  Rolichon 
from  treating  me  well  the  whole 
time,  and  giving  me,  on  leaving 
hi  m,  half-a-crown  I  little  de- 
ferved,  but  which  fet  me  quite  on 
foot  again  ;  for  in  a  few  days  after 
I  received  news  from  mamma, 
who  was  at  Chambery,  and  money 
to  carry  me  to  her :  this  journey 
I  made  with  tranfport.  Since 
thefe  times  my  finances  have  been 
very  low  ;  but  never  fo  as  to  go 
without  bread.  I  mention  this 
period  with  a  heart  fenfibls  of  the 
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attention  of  Providence.  It  was 
the  lali  time  of  my  life  I  felt  hun¬ 
ger  and  mifery. 


Some  Account  of  the  Brahmins  of 
India;  from  the  Author  of  Travels 
in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa, 

L  T  H  O  U  G  H  we  are  not 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
hiliory  of  the  modern  Brahmins  of 
India,  as  might  be  expe&ed,  from 
the  enlarged  knowledge,  com¬ 
merce,  and  curiofity  of  the  pre- 
fent  times  ;  yet  we  know  enough 
of  this  tribe,  to  conclude  with 
certainty,  that  they  have  dege¬ 
nerated  much  from  the  purity  of 
their  ancellors.  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  fuch  calculators  as  Dr.  Price, 
might  not  be  able,  from  the  pre- 
fent  corrupt  fiate  of  the  Brahmins* 
to  compute  the  time  of  the  firfl  in- 
fiitution  of  that  order.  All  reli¬ 
gious  fedtaries,  in  the  courfe  of 
time,  degenerate  from  the  aufterc 
virtues  of  their  firfl  heads  or  lead¬ 
ers.  Chriftians  in  general,  and 
alfo  the  particular  Jetts  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth 
of  this  pofition  :  with  thefe  data* 
I  doubt  not  but  an  ingenious  cal¬ 
culator  might  invefligate  the  age 
of  the  order  of  Brahmins,  and  con- 
fequently  that  of  the  Hindoo  em¬ 
pire,  with  which  that  clafs  of  men 
was  no  doubt  coeval. 

I  have  already  given  a  fhort 
fketch  ©f  what  the  Indian  priefls 
were  near  two  thoufand  years  ago. 
In  the  prefent  times  it  is  averted, 
that  European  ufurpers  fometimes 
make  ufe  even  of  the  Brahmins  as 
tools  of  opprefiion,  and  as  inflru- 
ments  of  plunder.  But  whatever 
their  lives  be,  their  doflrine  is  on 
the  whole  yet  pure  and  excellent : 

for 
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for  among  federal  errors, 
maintain  thofe  truths  which  form 
the  harmony  of  the  world,  .  Tba( 
there  is  one  fupreme  God ,  and  that 
he  is  delighted  ‘with  charity  and 
good  ‘works  snore  than  by  all  other 
jacrifices ,  In  general  their  reli¬ 
gious  tenets  are  very  confident 
with  the  ideas  which  are  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  divinity  in  Europe. 
Many  fuperflitious  praddces  have 
indeed  been  introduced  among  the 
generality  of  the  people.  Wooden 
images  are  placed  in  all  their 
temples,  and  on  certain  feftivals 
are  exhibited  on  the  high-roads 
and  in  the  ftreets  of  towns.  Thefe 
have  impreffed  Grangers  with  a 
notion  that  the  Gentoos  are  idola¬ 
ters  :  when  in  truth  the  homage 
they  pay  to  their  images,  is  pre- 
cifely  of  the  fame  kind  with  that 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  yield 
to  the  images  of  our  Saviour  and 
the  faints,  which  are  only  meant 
to  awaken  attention,  and  to  give 
livelier  ideas  of  the  objects  of  their 
devotion.  This  I  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  told  by  Gentoos ,  in  whole 
judgment  and  veracity  I  repofe 
great  confidence.  The  images  of 
which  I  fpeak,  are  various,  and 
often  monllrous  in  their  forms. 
.They  are  figures  intended  to  adum¬ 
brate  the  attributes  of  the  Deity 
by  vifible  reprelentations  of  their 
effects,  which  appear  in  the  works 
of  creation  and  providence.  Thus 
far  only  the  Gentoos  are  idola¬ 
ters,  that  in  worlhipping  the  great 
God  of  the  univerle,  they  place 
before  their  bodily  eyes,'  for  the 
information  of  their  minds,  fuch 
reprelentations  as  are  calculated 
to  recall,  in  a  vivid  manner,  to 
their  imaginations,  thofe  attributes 


which  they  believe  that  almighty 
Being  only  to  poflefs. 

The  Hindoos,  as  well  as  the 
Periians,  Tartars,  and  adjoining 
nations,  who  have  inhabited  Hin- 
doftan  lince  it  was  conquered  by 
Tamerlane  or  Timurbeg,  though 
of  different  nations,  religions* 
laws,  and  cuftoms,  poflefs  never- 
thelefs,  in  equal  degrees,  hofpi- 
tality,  pojitenefs,  and  addrefs. 
In  refinement  and  eafe  they  are 
fuperior  to  any  people  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  them.  In  politenefs  and 
addrefs,  in  gracefulnefs  of  deport¬ 
ment,  and  fpeech,  an  Indian  is  as 
much  fuperior  to  a  Frencnman  of 
fafhion  ;  as  a  French  courtier*  is  to 
a  Dutch  burgo-mafter  of  Dort*. 
A  Frenchman  is  indeed  by  no 
means  deficient  in  eafe  of  car¬ 
riage  ;  but  that  eafe  is  mixed  with 
forward  familiarity,  with  confi¬ 
dence,  and  felf-conceit.  The 
Hindoos,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
higher  Cajles ,  are  in  their  de¬ 
meanour  eafy  and  unconftrained, 
ftill  more  than  even  a  French 
courtier ;  but  their  eafe  and  free¬ 
dom  is  refer ved,  modeft,  and  re- 
fpe&ful.  A  Frenchman  is  polite 
becaufe  he  thinks  it  his  honour  to 
be  polite :  an  Indian,  becaufe  he 
thinks  it  his  duty.  The  former 
is  polite  becaufe  he  regards  hiin- 
felf;  the  latter  becaufe  he  refpedts 
you. 

Their  perfons  are  ftraight  and 
elegant,  their  limbs  finely  propor¬ 
tioned,  their  fingers  long  and  ta¬ 
pering,  their  countenances  open 
and  pleafant,  and  their  features 
exhibit  the  moft  delicate  lines  of 
beauty  in  the  females,  and  in  the 
males  a  kind  of  manly  foftnefs. 
Their  walk  and  gait,  as  well  as  their 
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whole  deportment,  is  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  graceful.  The  dreis  of 
the  men  is  a  kind  of  clofeTodied 
gown,  like  our  women’s  gowns, 
and  wide  trovvfers,  refembling 
petticoats,  reaching  down  to  their 
flippers.  Such  of  the  women  as 
appear  in  public,  have  fhawis 
over  their  heads  and  fhoulders  *, 
fhort  clofe  jackets,  and  tight 
drawers  which  come  down  to  their 
ancles.  Hence  the  drefs  of  the 
men  gives  them  in  the  eyes  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  an  appearance  of  effemi¬ 
nacy  ;  whereas  that  of  the  women 
will  appear  rather  mafculine  :  fuch 
is  the  influence  of  habit  and  culfom 
on  human  fentiments ;  an  influence 
which  extends  not  merely  to  mat¬ 
ters  of  take,  but,  as  the  inge¬ 
nious  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments ,  obferves,  to  ob¬ 
jects  of  higher  importance. 

Many  of  the  original  Hindoo 
tribes  or  Cafes  f ,  moll;  of,  or  all  the 
defendants  of  Moors,  as  well  as 
the  emigrants  which  pour  in  great 
fwarms  into  India,  from  Perfia 
and  the  adjacent  countries,  are 
brave,  intrepid,  and  cool  in  bat¬ 
tle.— -Having  the  fame  weapons, 
and  under  kmilar  difcipline,  why 
fhould  they  not  be  a  match  for 
men  of  the  fame  country  and 
complexion  with  themlelves,  al¬ 
though  thofe  men  are  under  the 
aufpices  of  foreign  nations  ? — 
The  advantage  of  thefe  aufpices 
may  doubtlefs  be  counterbalanced 
by  fuperiority  of  numbers,  and 
other  favourable  circumftances, 
which  it  is  needlefs  to  enumerate. 
Thefe  are  ferious  and  important 
objects  of  public  confideration  :  a 
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negled  of  which  has  already  pro¬ 
duced  the  mok  alarming  Ioffes  in 
revenue,  and  disadvantages  ni 
trade,  and  i’eems  indeed  to  threat¬ 
en  the  extindion  of  the  prefent  Eak 
India  Company. 

From  the  difference  of  Cakes  or 
claffes  of  the  people  in  Hindokan, 
I  mean  the  original  inhabitants, 
there  arifes  a  difference  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  drefs.  But  even  the  in¬ 
ferior  claffes  are  taught  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  ;  the  youth 
are  taught,  not  within  doors,  but 
in  the  open  air  ;  and  it  is  a  lingu¬ 
lar,  but  not  unpleafing  fpedacie, 
to  behold,  in  every  village,  a  ve¬ 
nerable  old  man,  reclined  on  a 
terraced  plain,  teaching  a  num¬ 
ber  of  furrounding  boys,  who  re¬ 
gard  him  with  the  utmok  reve¬ 
rence  and  attention,  like  a  fhep- 
herd  feeding  his  kock.  In  thofe 
fimple  feminaries,  where  the  want 
of  magnificent  halls  and  theatres 
is  divinely  compenfated  by  the  fpa- 
cious  canopy  of  heaven,  the  gen¬ 
tle  and  tradable  fons  of  the  Hin¬ 
doos  are  not  only  prepared  for  the 
buknefs,  but  inkruded  in  the  du¬ 
ties  of  life  ;  a  profound  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  objed  or  objeds  of 
religious  worfhip;  reverence  of 
their  parents  ;  refped  for  their 
feniors  ;  jukice  and  humanity  to¬ 
wards  all  men,  but  a  particular 
affedion  for  thofe  of  their  own 
Cafe. 

The  Hindoo  language  is  beau¬ 
tiful,  exprefiive,  and  nervous.,  In 
reading  aud  fpeaking,  the  Hin¬ 
doos  are  very  mufical.  Their 
fpeech,  like  that  of  the  Italians, 
kows  in  a  kind  of  numbers.  There 


*  Somewhat  refembling  the  plaids  of  N.  Britain,  and  the  black  veils  of  Bra¬ 
bant. 

f  Cafe  is  a  porteguefe  word,  importing  a  clafs  or  tribe. 
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Is  a  dead  language,  undei  flood 
only  by  the  literati  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  that  is,  the  prieds,  called 
the  Sanfcrit  language,  in  which 
their  facred  volumes  are  written, 
even  as  our  facred  fcriptures  are 
written  in  Greek  and  Hebrew. 
But  whether  that  language  was 
originally  different  from  that  of 
the  country,  or  whether  it  has 
only  now  become  unintelligible  to 
the  people,  through  that  change 
which  is  incident  to  all  living  lan¬ 
guages,  is,  I  believe,  not  well 
known* 

Having  already  obferved,  that 
the  genius  of  the  Hindoos  is  ra¬ 
ther  imitative  than  inventive,  I 
need  fcarcely  add,  that  they  have 
lefs  curiofity  in  their  nature  than 
the  European  nations  have ;  that 
they  do  not  vary  their  fadiions ; 
smd  that  they  are  not  fond  of  no¬ 
velty  beyond  the  precinds  of  their 
Harams.  From  the  temper  and 
tenets  of  this  people,  as  well  as 
from  feveral  hints  in  antient  hif- 
torians,  it  appears  more  than  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  fame  kind  of  gar¬ 
ments,  of  food,  of  furniture,  of 
buildings,  and  of  manners,  which 
obtained  among  their  progenitors 
thoufands  of  years  ago,  actually 
prevails  among  the  Hindoo  tribes 
at  this  day.  In  like  manner,  the 
fame  profeffions  are  adhered  to  by 
the  fame  families  with  fuperdi- 
tious  exa&nefs.  Thofe  profeffions 
are  exceedingly  numerous.  This 
divifion  and  fubdivifion  of  em¬ 
ployment  and  labour ;  the  vail 
variety  of  Cades  from  the  Brab- 
mines  down  to  the  fitherman*,  is 
One  proof,  among  many  others. 


of  the  antiquity  of  the  Hindoo 
nation,  and  their  progrels  in  the 
arts.  It  appears  very  fmgular, 
that  the  different  Cades  are  not 
only  prohibited  from  intermarry¬ 
ing,  but  alio  from  eating  with  one 
another,  and  even  from  eating  of 
the  fame  kind  of  food. 

Although  the  Gentoo  laws,  re¬ 
lative  to  Cades,  their  education, 
food,  drefs,  marriages,  and  oc¬ 
cupations,  be  held  forth  as  reli¬ 
gious  tenets,  yet,  upon  invedi- 
gation,  they  will  be  found  to  have 
been  very  wife  and  falutary  politi¬ 
cal  inditutions,  intended  to  give 
authority  to  government;  to  fe- 
cure  the  fupreme  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  priedhood ;  to  pre- 
ferve  to  the  community  different 
races  of  labourers,  artificers,  huf- 
bandmen,  warriors,  and  priefts. 
The  females  are  betrothed  when 
in  a  date  of  infancy,  anti  mar¬ 
riages  are  confummated  as  foon 
as  the  parties  arrive  at  the  age  of 
puberty :  an  inditution  which  is 
neceffary  to  the  population  of  the 
country  ;  which,  but  for  this  pre¬ 
caution,  would  be  greatly  dimi- 
niihed  by  the  operation  of  the 
Gentoo  religion,  which  admits 
not  of  converts  from  other  reli¬ 
gions,  and  eafily  rejects  offenfive 
chara&ers  from  the  number  of  its 
own  profeffors,  which  is  called  the 
LoJ's  of  Cafe . 

The  Gentoos  are  perfuaded 
that  the  waters  of  the  three  great 
rivers,  Ganges,  Kiftna,  and  In¬ 
dus,  have  the  facred  virtue  of  pu¬ 
rifying  thofe  who  bathe  in  them, 
from  all  pollutions  and  fins.  This 
religious  idea  feems  alfo  to  be 


*  The  profeffion  of  a  filherman  was,  of  all  profeffions,  the  humbled  amongft 
-the  Jews.  The  Son  of  God  exemplified  his  divine  power  in  making  dihermen 
iftdruments  of  propagating  t|ie  gofpeh 
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founded  on  a  principle  of  policy, 
and  intended  to  reftrain  the  na¬ 
tives  from  migrating  into  diilant 
countries :  for  it  is  remarkable, 
that  the  facred  rivers  I  have  juft 
now  mentioned,  are  lo  lituated, 
that  there  is  not  any  part  of  In¬ 
dia  where  the  inhabitants  may  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  walking 
away  their  fins.  The  Ganges, 
which  riles  in  the  mountains  of 
Thibet,  with  its  different  branch¬ 
es,  runs  through  the  kingdoms  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  and 
the  upper  provinces  of  Oude,  Ro- 
hilcund,  Agra,  Delhi,  and  La¬ 
hore.  The  Kiftna  divides  the 
Carnatic  from  Golconda,  and 
runs  through  the  Vifiapore  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  Deccan. 
And  the  Indus  bounding  the  Gu- 
zurat  provinces,  ieparates  Hin- 
doftan  from  the  dominions  of 
Perlia. 

The  food  of  the  Hindoos  is  fim- 
ple,  confifting  chiefly  of  rice, 
ghee,  which  is  a  kind  of  imper- 
fett  butter,  milk, ,  vegetables,  and 
oriental  fpices  of  different  kinds, 
but  chiefly  what  is  called  in  the 
eaft,  chilly ,  and  in  the  welt,  green 
or  Cayen  pepper.  rrhe  warrior 
cafte ,  may  eat  of  the  flefh  of  goats, 
mutton,  and  poultry,  which  is 
dreffed  into  carryes  and  pilaws  *. 
Other  fuperior  Caftes  may  eat 
poultry  and  fifn  ;  but  the  infe¬ 
rior  Caftes  are  prohibited  from 
eating  flefh  or  fifli  of  any  kind. 
Their  greatefl  luxury  con  fills  in 
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the  ufe  of  the  richeff  fpiceries 
and  perfumes,  of  which  the  great 
people  are  very  lavilh.  Their 
drels  in  point  of  richnefs,  is  pro¬ 
portioned  to  their  Rations  :  their 
pomp  and  equipage  confift  in  a 
numerous  retinue  of  fervants  of 
various  denominations,  who  at¬ 
tend  all  their  vifits  and  excurfions  ; 
in  the  dreffes  of  thole  attendants ; 
the  elegance  of  their  palanquins  ; 
and  the  caparifons  of  their  horfes, 
camels,  and  elephants.  It  is  fu- 
perfiuous  to  obferve,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  multiplicity  of 
different  ranks,  the  Hindoos  have 
the  higheft  ideas  of  fubordination, 
and  pay  to  their  fuperiors  the  fame 
ready  deference  and  homage,  which 
they  expect  themfelves  from  their 
inferiors. 

Their  houfes  cover  much  ground, 
and  have  Ipacious  galleries  and  ac¬ 
commodations  of  various  kinds. 
The  apartments  are  fmall,  and 
the  furniture  not  very  elegant,  if 
we  except  the  richeff  Perfian  car¬ 
pets.  The  grandeur  of  their  pa¬ 
laces  coniifts  in  baths,  perfumes, 
temples,  gods,  and  harams.  The 
harams  or  -zenanas  ,  that  is,  the 
refidences  of  the  women,  are  re¬ 
moved  from  the  front  of  the  houfe* 
and  lighted  only  from  a  fquare 
fpace  in  the  centre  of  the  whole 
building.  The  apparel  of  the 
women  is  inconceivably  rich ; 
th<  y  have  jewels  on  their  fingers 
and  about  their  necks  and  alfo  in. 
their  ears  and  noltrils,  with  brace- 


*  Carryes  are  a  kind  of  fricajfes  of  mutton,  fowl,  or  fifh  ;  the  Luce  of 
which  is  compofed  of  dried  vegetables,  peculiar  to  the  eaft,  and  fine  rice,  fccil* 
ed  with  very  little  water,  introduced  on  a  feparate  plate  :  the  fauce  of  the  fri- 
caffee  is  poured  on  the  rice,  and  the  meat  laid  above  both.  r.l  he  pilaw  is  fine 
Patna  rice  dry-boiled,  and  fried  with  ghee ,  (described  in  page  46,  column  2d) 
mixed  with  various  fpices,  and  particularly  the  cardamon,  brought  in  on  a  large 
difn,  in  which  is  concealed  amidft  the  rice,  a  boiled  fowl,  or  part  of  a  kid,  or 
of  a  lamb.  __  f 
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lets  net  only  on  their  wrids,  bat 
on  their  arms  above  their  elbows, 
and  on  their  legs  around  their  an¬ 
cles. 

Ofie  particular  clafs  of  women 
are  allowed  to  be  openly  prodi- 
tuted :  thefe  are  the  famous  danc¬ 
ing  girls.  Their  attitudes  and 
movements  are  very  eafy,  and  not 
ungraceful.  Their  perfons  are 
delicately  formed,  gaudily  deco¬ 
rated,  and  highly  perfumed.  By 
the  continuation  of  wanton  atti¬ 
tudes,  they  acquire,  as  they  grow 
warm  in  the  dance,  a  frantic  lafci- 
vioufnefs  themfelves,  and  commu¬ 
nicate,  by  a  natural  contagion, 
the  mod  voluptuous  defires  to  the 
beholders. 

Their  civil  indications  refpecl- 
ing  the  divifion  and  fecurity  of 
property,  and  the  internal  police 
of  the  country,  were  originally 
founded  on  principles  of  the  found- 
ell  political  wifdom,  and  were  well 
calculated  to  promote  the  happi- 
riefs  of  the  whole  nation,  as  well 
as  that  of  particular  Cades  or 
tribes.  But  the  innovations  of 
conquerors  and  ufurpers,  in  feve- 
ral  indanees,  particularly  in  the 
tenure  of  immoveable  property,, 
which  was  originally  of  a  feudal 
nature,  have  marred  the  harmony 
of  the  antient  confutation,  and 
rendered  property  and  perfonal  li¬ 
berty  more  precarious.  Ids  defin- 
ed,  and  more  expofed  to  chicanery 
and  mifconftr action. 

Although  the  Hindoos  are  na¬ 
turally  the  mod  inoffenfive  of  all 
mortals,  yet  does  their  humanity 
confift  more  in  ahdaining  from  in¬ 
jurious,  than  in  the  performance 
of  beneficent  actions.  There  is  a 
wonderful  mildnefs  in  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  alfo  in  their  laws,  which 
are  influenced  by  their  manners ; 


by  which  the  murder  of  an  human- 
creature,  and  of  a  cow,  are  the 
only  crimes  that  are  punilhed  by 
death.  Yet  with  ail  this  gentle- 
nefs  of  difpofition,  they  are  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  boiderous  Europeans* 
with  all  their  vices,  in  the  virtues 
of  compafiion  and  generofity. 
They  are  wanting  in  that  tender- 
nefs  which  is  the  mod  amiable 
part  of  our  nature.  They  are  lefs 
affe&ed  by  the  didreffes  and  dan¬ 
gers,  and  even  the  accidental 
deaths  of  one  another,  than  any 
nation  I  know  in  the  old  or  new 
world.  Yet  they  lo*ue  to  exeefs  : 
a  proof,  either  of  the  inconfiften- 
c y  of  the  human  charader  ^  or 
that  the  amorous  pafiion  is  not  de¬ 
rived  from  the  nobled  part  of  our 
nature. 

This  infenfibility  of  the  Hindoos 
to  the  didreffes  and  dangers  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  appears  to 
me  a  wonderful  phenomenon* 
Perhaps  that  defpotifm  which  has 
long  been  exercifed  under  the 
Mogul  tyranny,  by  farniliarifing 
the  mind  to  feenes  of  death,  has 
blunted  a  fenfe  of  its  terrors.  Per¬ 
haps  thole  ideas  of  predefti nation 
and  irrefiftible  fate,  which  pre¬ 
vail  in  An  a,  and  in  all  defpotic 
governments,  prepares  the  mind 
for  an  acquiefecnce  in  all  events. 
An  Englifh  gentleman  was  Hand¬ 
ing  by  a  native  of  Hindoftan, 
when  an  enormous  and  fierce  tiger 
leaped  from  a  thicket,  and  carried 
off  a  (creaming  boy,  the  fon  o£ 
one  of  his  neighbours.  The  Eng- 
lifhman  expreiied  fymptoms  of  the 
mod  extreme  horror,,  while  the  Hin¬ 
doo  remained  unmoved.  «  What,5* 
(aid  the  former,  are  you  unaf¬ 
fected  by  fo  dreadful  a  feene  V* 
“  Th t great  Goa”  faid  the  other, 
would  have  it  foP5— Whatever 

may 
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may  be  the  caufe,  it  is  certain, 
that  death  is  regarded  with  lefs 
horror  in  India  than  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world.  The  origin 
and  the  end  of  all  things,  fay  the 
philofophers  of  India  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  times,  is  a  vacuum.  A  hate 
of  repofe  is  the  hate  of  greateft 
perfection  :  and  this  is  the  hate 
after  which  a  wife  man  afpires.  It 
is  better,  fay  the  Hindoos,  to  fit 
than  to  walk,  and  to  deep  than 
to  wake  ;  but  death  is  the  belt  of 
all. 

According  to  the  Gentoo  laws, 
criminals  fentenced  to  death  are 
not  to  be  firangled,  fuffocated,  or 
poifoned,  but  to  be  cut  off  by  the 
fword  ;  becaufe,  without  an  effu- 
Jicn  of  blocd ,  malefactors  are  fup- 
pofed  to  die  with  all  their  fins 
about  them ;  but  the  fhedding  of 
their  blood,  it  is  thought,  expiates 
their  crimes.  The  unjuft  punifii- 
ment  of  Nundcomar ,  who  was  hang¬ 
ed  on  a  gibbet  againft  the  laws 
of  his  country,  and  even  by  an  ex 
poj, } /IzCFoEnglifh  law,  was  aggravat¬ 
ed  by  that  circumftance  of  horror, 
that  he  died  without  an  effufion  of 
blood. 

The  Hindoos  are  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  nature  of  fimpies,  and 
apply  them  judicieufly  either  in 
performing  cures  which  require  not 
amputation,  or  in  effecting  death 
by  quick  or  flow  poifons.  They  have 
been  for  ages,  in  the  practice  of 
inoculating  for  the  fmall-pox  ;  on 
which  occafion,  as  well  as  on  others, 
they  have  reccurfe  to  the  fa¬ 
vourable  mediation  of  charms,  or 
fpells. 

Although  the  practice  of  Hin¬ 
doo  women  burning  themfelves  on 
the  funeral  piles  of  their  hufbands, 
and  embracing  in  the  mean  time 
their  dead  bodies  in  their  arms. 


be  not  fo  general  now  as  it  has 
formerly  been,  yet  does  it  itill  pre¬ 
vail  among  fome  of  the  wives  of 
men  of  high  cafte  and  condition  : 
and  although  this  effort  of  frantic 
love,  courage,  and  ambition,  be 
deemed  an  aggrandizement  of  the 
family  and  relations  of  both  huf- 
band  and  wife,  but  efpecially  of  the 
wife’s,  yet  their  friends  and  rela¬ 
tions  confcantly  endeavour  to  dif- 
fuade  the  women  who  declare  their 
refolutions  of  burning ,  from  carry¬ 
ing  them  into  execution.  Even  the 
Brahmins  do  not  encourage  this 
praClice. 

The  caufes  which  infpire  Hin¬ 
doo  women  with  this  defperate  re- 
folution,  are,  I  imagine,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

O 

In  the  firfi  place  ;  as  the  wife 
has,  from  her  earlieft  infancy,  been 
betrothed  in  marriage  to  her  huf= 
band,  and  from  that  time  has  ne¬ 
ver  been  permitted  to  fee  another 
man  ;  as  file  is  infiruCted  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  is  perfectly  accom- 
plifhed,  and  taught  to  refpeCt  and 
honour  him  ;  as  after  confum- 
mation,  file  is  fiiut  up  from  the 
company,  converfation,  and  even 
the  fight  of  other  men,  with  ftill 
greater  care,  if  pofiible,  than  be¬ 
fore,  being  now  debarred  from 
feeing  even  the  father  or  elder 
brother  of  her  hufband,  the  bonds 
of  her  affeCtion  muft  needs  be  in¬ 
conceivably  ftrong  and  indiffolu- 
ble.  To  an  European  lady,  the 
zenana  naturally  appears  in  the 
light  of  an  horrible  prifon :  but 
the  daughters  of  Afia  never  confi- 
der  confinement  to  the  %enana  as 
any  hardfnip.  They  confider  it 
as  a  condition  of  their  exifience, 
and  they  enjoy  all  the  happinefs 
of  which  they  have  any  concep¬ 
tion  ;  their  whole  defires  being 
D  3  conceu- 
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concentred  and  fixed  on  tlieir  huf- 
band,  their  food,  jewels,  and  fe¬ 
male  attendants. 

In  the  fecond  place,  if  the  wife 
furvive  her  hufband,  die  cannot 
marry  again,  and  is  treated  as  an 
inferior  penon,  and  an  outcaft  from 
her  family.  Nay,  Ihe  is  oblig¬ 
ed,  in  her  mournful  and  hopelefs 
widow-hood,  to  perform  all  the  of¬ 
fices  of  a  menial  fervant. 

In  the  third  place,  die  is  dattered 
with  the  idea  of  having  immorta¬ 
lized  her  name,  and  aggrandized 
her  children,  and  her  own  and  huf- 
band’s  families. 

Ladly,  die  is  rendered  infenfible 
to  the  pairs  and  horrors  of  what 
fhe  is  to  fuffer,  by  thofe  intoxi¬ 
cating  perfumes  and  mixtures 
which  are  adminiftered  to  her  after 
file  has  declared  her  final  and  unal¬ 
terable  refolution— I  fay  her  final 
refolution,  becaufe  one  or  two 
declarations,  of  an  intention  to 
die  with  her  hufband,  is  not  diffi¬ 
dent.  The  drength  of  her  reio- 
lutiou  undergoes  a  probation. 
There  is  a  certain  time  prefer? bed 
by  the  Gentoo  law*  during  which 
her  family  and  friends  exert  their 
ntmoft  influence,  in  order  to  dif- 
fuade  her  from  burning ;  and  if 
die  perfid  in  her  refolution  to  the 
end  of  that  period,  it  is  not  law¬ 
ful  to  ufe  any  more  perluafions 
with  her  to  abandon  it.  If  fhe 
diould  alter  her  purpofe  after  that 
period,  fhe  would  be  punidied 
with  the  lofs  of  all  Caftes ,  and 
live  in  a  date  of  the  mod  com¬ 
plete  mifery  and  contempt.  Nay, 
f  if  an  European  or  Chridian  does 
but  touch  her  very  garment  with 
his  finger,  when  die  is  going  to 
the  pile,  an  immediate  dop  is  put 
to  the  ceremony,  fhe  is  forced  to 
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live  an  outcad  from  her  family,  and 
from  the  Gentoo  religion. 

You  will  doubtlefs,  my  friend, 
have  curiofity  to  know,  in  what 
manner,  after  all  thefe  ftimula- 
tives  to  perfeverance,  the  tender 
lex,  among  a  foft  and  effeminate 
people,  fudains  the  near  approach 
of  a  feene  fo  full  of  awe  and  hor¬ 
ror.  Amidd  her  weeping  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends,  the  voluntary 
victim  to  love  and  honour  alone 
appears  ferene  and  undaunted. 
A  gentle  fmile  is  diffuied  over  her 
countenance  :  die  walks  upright, 
with  an  eafy  but  firm  dep ;  talks 
to  thofe  around  her,  of  the  virtues 
of  the  deceafed,  and  of  the  joy 
with  which  fhe  will  be  tranfport- 
ed  when  her  ihade  fhall  meet  with 
his  ;  and  encourages  her  iorrow- 
ful  attendants  to  bear  with  forti¬ 
tude  the  fight  of  thofe  momentary 
fufrerings  which  fhe  herfeif  is  a- 
bout  to  yW.— Having  afeended  the 
funeral  pile,  fhe  iays  herfeif  down 
by  the  body  of  her  hufband,  which 
die  fervently  embraces.  A  dofe  of 
narcotic  mixtures  is  then  adminif- 
tered  for  the  lad  time  ;  and  in- 
da  ntiy  the  perfon,  whole  office  it  is, 
fets  fire  to  the  pile. 

Thus  the  mod  determined  refo¬ 
lution  of  which  we  can  form  any 
conception,  is  found  in  the  weaker 
fex,  and  in  the  foft  climes  of  Alia. 
It  is  to  the  honour  of  that  fex  and 
thofe  climes,  that  the  greated  cou¬ 
rage  they  exhibit,  is  the  effect,  not 
of  the  furious  impulfes  of  rage  and 
revenge,  but  confcious  dignity  and 
love. 

It  might  naturally  be  imagined 
by  an  European,  that  the  feveral 
wives  of  one  man  (for  polygamy 
is  general  throughout  all  Afia) 
would  regard  one  another  with 

mutual 
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Miutual  jealoufy  and  averfion  ;  and 
that  they  in  reality  do,  has  been 
aflerted  by  writers  of  high  reputa¬ 
tion.  The  fa£t  however  is  quite 
otherwife  ;  they  viht  one  another 
with  great  friendfhip  and  cordia¬ 
lity  ;  and  if  they  are  of  the  fame 
cajle>  will  occafionaily  eat  to¬ 
gether. — The  hufband  is  reftrained 
from  eating  with  his  wives,  either 
by  a  regard  to  cultom  ;  or,  as  I 
have  been  inform  d  by  fome  of  the 
Gentoos  themfelves,  by  a  precept 
of  their  religion. 

Notwithftanding  the  extreme  an 
tiquity  of  moll  Indian  nations,  I 
am  toid  that  in  India  beyond  the 
Ganges,  on  the  confines  of  Ara~ 
can  and  Pegu ,  there  is  a  people 
(if  folitary  lavages  roaming  thro5 
woods  in  quell  of  prey,  deferve  the 
name  of  people)  that  appear  to  be 
in  the  very  firfl  ilage  of  fociety. 
They  are  the  only  people  in  the 
known  world  that  go  ablolutely 
naked,  without  the  fmallefl  cover¬ 
ing  on  any  part  of  their  bodies. 
They  live  on  fruit,  which  grows 
fpontaneoufly,  in  the  uncultivat¬ 
ed  deferts  they  inhabit,  in  great 
abundance  ;  and  on  the  flefh  of  ani¬ 
mals,  which  they  tear  alive  and 
devour  raw.  They  fit  on  their  hams, 
with  their  legs  and  arms  difpofed 
In  the  manner  of  monkeys.  At  the 
approach  of  men,  they  fly  into  their 
woods.  They  take  care  of  their 
offspring,  and  live  in  families,  but 
feem  to  have  no  ideas  of  fubordina- 
tion  of  rank,  or  civil  government. 
I  have  never  had  occafion  to  fee 
this  race  of  mortals  myfelf,  but  I 
have  converfed  with  feveral  per- 
fons  who  have  feen  them  ;  all  of 
whom  concur  in  the  general  ac¬ 
count  of  them,  which  I  have  now 
given  you. 

I  am,  &c.  Sec . 
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Defcription  ef  the  different  Nations 
in  the  Prejidency  of  bom  bay — of 
the  hatvves  of  the  Malabar  Coalt 
— their  Marriages — of  the  Man¬ 
ners  and  Cujioms  of  the  Hindoos, 
See.  from  the  fame  Author . 

TT  KNOW  not  any  place  in  the 
world,  where  there  is  a  greater 
medley  of  different  nations  than 
there  is  in  the  prefidency  of  Bom¬ 
bay.  This  region  being  conveni¬ 
ently  fituated  not  only  for  com¬ 
merce  by  fea  with  all  maritime 
nations,  but  alfo  for  communica¬ 
tion  by  land,  with  the  Periian  em¬ 
pire  :  part  of  which  having  been 
conquered  by  Timur-Beg,  is  now 
a  part  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
Here,  befides  Europeans  of  all 
countries,  you  meet  with  Turks, 
Perfians,  Arabians,  Armenians,  a 
mixed  race,  the  vilefl  of  their  fpe- 
cies,  defeended  from  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  the  outcafls  from  the 
Gentoo  religion,  &c.  The  Turks 
that  refort  to  this  place  on  ac¬ 
count  of  trade,  are  like  the  reft  of 
their  countrymen,  ftately,  grave, 
and  referved  ;  and  honeft  in  their 
dealings,  though  merchants.  The 
Perfians  are  more  gay,  lively,  and 
converftble  :  but  I  would  trull  lefs 
to  their  honefty  in  matters  of 
trade,  than  I  would  to  the  fatur- 
nine  Turks.  The  Arabians  are 
all  life  and  fire,  and  when  they 
treat  with  you  on  any  fubjedl,  will 
make  you  a  fine  oration  in  flowing 
numbers,  and  a  mufical  cadence; 
but  they  are  the  moll  difhonell  of 
all.  The  Armenians,  are  gene¬ 
rally  handfome  in  their  features, 
mild  in  their  tempers,  and  in  their 
nature  kind  and  beneficent.  They 
are  a  kind  of  Chriftians,  and  an 
honour  to  that  fe<ft.  The  Turks 
and  Perfiaas  are,  for  the  moft 
D  4  part,, 


4o  ANNUAL  REGISTER.  1782 


part,  {lout-bodied  men  ;  but  the 
Arabians  are  of  a  fmalier  ftature, 
and  flender  :  yet  thefe  lad  are  ac¬ 
counted  the  bed  foldiers.  I  have 
been  a  witnefs  to  their  agility, 
and  I  am  told  their  courage  is 
equal  to  their  a£livity.  I  faw  a 
kind  of  war  pantomime  between 
three  Periians  and  three  Arabs ; 
they  naturally  fought  in  pairs. 
The  Perfians  kept  their  ground, 
and  warded  off  the  blows  that  were 
aimed  at  them  in  the  bed  manner 
they  could.  The  Arabians,  on 
the  contrary,  when  a  ftroke  was 
aimed  at  them,  fprung  up  in  the 
air  to  an  incredible  height,  and 
indantly  made  an  attack  on  their 
ahlagonifiis.  In  the  mean  time, 
both  Periians  and  Arabs  were  iing- 
ing,  or  rather  muttering,  fome  len¬ 
iences  which  1  did  not  under¬ 
hand.  The  Periians,  I  was  told, 
were  fmging  the  exploits  of  Shah- 
Nadir,  and  the  Arabs  were  in¬ 
voking  the  affidance  of  their  pro¬ 
phet. 

There  is  a  race  of  mortals  in 
this  country,  that  they  call  Cafres, 
that  are  {laves  to  every  other  tribe, 
they  have  black  woolly  hair,  and 
came  originally  from  Cafraya,  in 
the  fouth  promontory  of  Africa. 
I  converfe  fometimes  with  thefe 
poor  devils, — for  I  think  that  the 
opinions  and  fentiments  of  all 
inen,  however  abjeci  their  date 
deferve  attention.  They  tell  me, 
that  the  Moor  mans  are  better 
jnaders  than  the  Chrifltian  mans. 
They  are  fenfible  of  their  inferi¬ 
ority  in  education,  at  lead,  if  not 
In  nature,  to  Moors,  Hindoos, 
and  Chridians  ;  and  feem  con¬ 
tented  with  their  fituation.  They 
are  fo  habituated  to  flavery,  that  I 
am  perfuaded  they  have  loft  all 
defire  of  freedom ;  and  that  they 


are  happier  in  the  fervice  of  a  good 
mailer,  who  is  their  prote&or  and 
their  God,  than  they  would  be  in 
a  date  of  independence :  in  the 
fame  manner  that  a  dog  would 
leave  ^  the  greated  abundance  of 
rood  in  a  defert,  and  joyfully  per«= 
form  with  his  owner,  even  though 
he  Ihould  fometimes  beat  him,  a 
long  and  tedious  journey,  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  pain  of  hunger  and 
of  third. 

The  natives  of  this  country  are 
more  dim,  and  generally  of  a 
diorter  dature,  than  Europeans. 
It  is  a  curious  fight,  to  fee  their 
children  running  about  naked, 
and  fpeaking  by  the  time  they 
are  half  a  year  old.  I  was  ado- 
mfhed  to  he  faluted  by  thefe  little 
figures,  who,  after  giving  me  the 
falam ,  putting  their  hands  to  their 
foreheads,  and  bowing  to  the  very 
ground,  would  afk  for  fomething; 
for  all  the  children  of  the  lower 
cads  are  great  beggars ;  and  they 
go  dark  naked  until  they  are 
nearly  arrived  at  the  age  of  pu-, 
berty.  Their  mental  faculties,  as 
well  as  their  bodily  powers,  ar¬ 
rive  much  fooner  at  maturity  than 
thofe  of  Europeans  do ;  yet,  it  is 
not  true,  as  is  commonly  believed, 
that  they  fooner  decay.  Eadern 
luxury,  which  affe&s  novelty  only 
in  the  %enana,  feeks  for  new 
wives,  and  foon  difcards  the  old  : 
But  many  fine  women  are  deferred 
in  this  manner ;  and  in  general, 
the  women  of  thirty  or  forty  in 
this  country,  are  as  well  favoured 
as  women  of  that  age  are  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  —  A  native  of  India,  who 
confiders  a  woman  merely  as  an 
indrument  of  pleafure,  would  be 
infinitely  furprifed  at  the  conde- 
fcenfion  of  a  good  hale  man  of 
fixty,  walking  with  3  wife  up- 
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.wards  of  fifty,  hanging  on  his 
arm. 

Children  are  all  taught  reading 
and  arithmetic  in  the  open  air. 
They  learn  to  diftinguifh  their  let¬ 
ters,  and  the  figures  they  ufe  in 
their  arithmetic,  (which,  I  have 
been  told,  is  a  kind  of  Algebra) 
forming  them  with  their  own 
hands,  either  in  the  hand  or  on 
boards. 

Marriages  are  contracted  by 
boys  and  girls,  and  confummated 
as  fcon  as  they  arrive  at  puberty; 
that  is,  when  the  men  are  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  and  the  women 
nine  or  ten.  The  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  is  performed  three  times ; 
once  when  the  couple  are  mere  in¬ 
fants  ;  a  fecond  time,  when  the 
gentleman  may  be  about  eight  or 
nine  years  old,  and  the  lady  five 
or  fix ;  and  the  third  and  laft  time 
at  the  age  l  have  already  fpecified. 
Between  the  firft  and  fecond  mar¬ 
riage  ceremonies,  the  young  cou¬ 
ple  are  allowed  to  fee  one  another  : 
they^run  about  and  play  together 
as  other  children  do  ;  and  know¬ 
ing  they  are  deftined  for  each 
other,  commonly  conceive,  even 
at  that  early  period,  a  mutual  af¬ 
fection.  But  after  the  fecond 
time  of  marriage,  they  are  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other  ;  the  bride, 
efpecially  if  file  be  a  perfon  of 
condition,  being  Ihut  up  in  the 
women’s  apartment  until  the  hap¬ 
py  day  of  the  third  and  la cere¬ 
mony,  when  the  prieft  fprinkles 
on  the  bride  and  bridegroom  abun¬ 
dance  of  rice,  as  an  emblem  of 
fruitfulnefs. 

Thefe  early  contracts  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  well  calculated  to  in¬ 
spire  the  parties  with  a  mutual 
and  lading  afiedion.  The  ear- 
lied  part  of  life  is  in  every  coun- 
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try  the  happied  ;  and  every  objed 
is  pleafing  that  recalls  to  the  ima¬ 
gination  that  blefied  period.  The 
duClile  minds  of  the  infant  lovers 
are  eafily  twined  into  one  ;  and  the 
happied  time  of  their  life  is  afio- 
ciaced  with  the  lweet  remem¬ 
brance  of  their  early  connection. 
It  is  not  fo  with  your  brides  and 
bridegrooms  of  thirty,  forty,  and 
fifty  ;  they  have  had  previous  at¬ 
tachments  ;  the  bed  part  of  life  is 
pad  before  their  union,  perhaps 
before  they  ever  faw  each  other. 

I  had  once  the  honour  to  be 
preient  at  the  wedding  of  a  Perfee 
of  good  condition.  Of  'this  I 
fhali  give  you  a  minute  deicrip- 
tion.  Important  matter^  you  will 
find  in  the  writings  of  grave  his¬ 
torians  ;  what  I  fhali  relate,  will 
be  fuch  trilling  circumdances  as 
are  below  the  notice  of  thofe  per- 
fonages,  but  which,  neverthelefs, 
curiofity  might  wilh  to  know. 

In  Hindofian,  the  expence  of 
cloaths  is  aimed  nothing ;  and 
tnat  of  food,  firing,  and  lodging, 
to  the  natives  1  mean,  "very 
trilling.  The  Plindoos  are  not 
addided  to  any  expenfive  vices, 
their  pafiions  and  defires  being 
gentle  and  moderate.  Yet  they 
are  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  as 
eager  to  ainals  riches  as  any  of 
the  natives  of  Europe.  A  Jew,  a 
Dutchman,  or  a  Scotch  pedlar, 
is  not  more  attentive  to  profit  and 
lols.  What  is  the  reafon  of  this  ? 
They  are  lovers  of  fplendor  and 
magnificence  in  every  thing,  but 
particularly  in  what  relates  to 
their  vvomen.  It  is  in  their  ha~ 
rams,  but  efpecially  on  occafion 
of  their  marriages,  that  they  pour 
forth  the  collected  treafures  of  many 
indudrious  years. 

The  Perfee  at  whofe  wedding  I 
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was  a  gueft*  many  weeks  before¬ 
hand,  fent  invitations  to  his  nu¬ 
merous  friends  and  acquaintance, 
to  afTemble  at  the  fixed  time,  at  a 
fpacious  hall  ere&ed  for  the  occa¬ 
sion  in  a  beautiful  field.  It  was 
the  dry  feafon,  when  the  air  was 
conila.ntly  mild  and  ferene,  and 
the  whole  vegetable  world  breathed 
a  delightful  fragrance.  The  hall 
was  formed  by  bamboos,  connected 
together,  as  is  ufual  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  covered  with  cloth.  It 
was  a  medium  between  an  houfe 
and  a  tent,  being  lefs  folid  than 
the  former,  but  more  fubftantial 
than  the  latter.  Here  the  com¬ 
pany  affembled  after  the  heat  of 
the  day  was  over,  to  the  number 
©f  feveral  hundreds.  After  a  rich 
repaft,  which  was  ferved  with 
great  regularity,  we  fet  out  to 
meet  the  bride,  meffengers  having 
arrived  at  the  hall  to  announce 
her  approach.  The  young  Perfee 
was  mounted  on  a  camel  richly 
caparilbned,  himfelf  adorned  with 
a  multitude  of  jewels,  and  highly 
perfumed.  A  number  of  flaves 
walked  by  the  fide  of  the  camel, 
holding  an  umbrella  over  the  head 
of  their  maker,  while  others  fanned 
his  face.  The  company  had,  as 
ufual,  their  palanquins.  In  the 
mean  time  we  were  entertained 
by  a  band  of  mufic,  confid¬ 
ing  of  pipers,  blowing  very  loud 
on  the  great  pipe  with  their 
mouths,  and  playing  with  their 
fingers  on  another  ;  trumpeters, 
and  a  kind  of  drummers,  beating 
on  what  they  call  tam  tarns . 
The  mufic  was  dreadfully  loud, 
but  to  my  ear  not  very  pleafant. 
There  was  only  one  tune  ;  nor  did 
i  ever  hear  another  during  thefe 
fix  years  I  have  been  in  India. 
We  arrived  at  a  village,  where 


we  were  met  by  the  bride,  at¬ 
tended  by  an  infinite  number  of 
female  acquaintance,  her  near 
male  relations,  and  a  crowd  of 
fervants.  A  gentleman’s  carriage 
in  the  lervice  of  the  company  was 
borrowed  for  the  bride.  It  was 
an  open  phaeton,  drawn  in  flow 
proceilion,  by  four  beautiful  Ara¬ 
bian  horfes  —The  practice  of  bor¬ 
rowing  EnglHh  equipages,  on  ma¬ 
trimonial  occasions,  is  very  com¬ 
mon  ;  and  they  are  always  lent 
with  great  good  humour.—- As  to 
the  red  of  the  ladies,  feme  rode 
on  camels,  fome  in  carriages 
drawn  by  fpotted  buffaloes  and 
bullocks,  whole  horns  were  tipt 
with  filver,  and  their  heads  adorn¬ 
ed  with  flowers  bound  by  rib¬ 
bands.  The  bride  was  a  tall 
comely  young  creature  ;  her  long 
black  hair  falling  down  over  her 
fhoulders,  and  then  turned  up  in 
wreaths,  elegantly  adorned  with 
embroidered '.ribbands  and  precious 
Hones.  It  was  at  that  moment, 
when  her  hufband  gavq  her  the 
falam ,  in  a  modeft  and  refpeftful 
manner,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
when  fhe  flood  up  in  the  phaeton, 
veiled  only  by  an  umbrella,  that  I, 
who  had  the  honour  of  being  near 
the  bridegroom,  had  a  full  view  of 
his  lovely  bride. 

At  the  end  of  the  village  an  ac¬ 
cident  happened,  which  inter¬ 
rupted,  for  a  fhoft  time,  the  joy 
of  the  day,  and  filled  the  minds 
of  hundreds  with  the  mo  ft  alarm- 
ing  appre hen  lions.  The  men  as 
well  as  the  women,  gave  a  ‘loud 
fhriek,  and  ran  in  a  diftradled  man¬ 
ner,  not  knowing  what  they  did ; 
even  the  bride  was  for  a  moment 
deferted  by  thofe  of  her  own  reli¬ 
gion  and  kindred,  and  left  to  the 
care  of  her  European  drivers* 

SojUfJ 
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Some  unlucky  wag  had,  on  pur¬ 
pose,  fee  forne  fwine  adrift  that 
were  kept  by  Portuguefe  families ; 
and  it  was  the  fear  of  being 
touched  by  ihefe  odious  and  unclean 
animals,  t  >at  turned,  for  a  few 
minutes,  a  day  of  joy  into  a  day  of 
lamentation. —  t  is  impofiibie  to  de- 
ferioe  the  horror  tnat  both  Perfees 
and  Gentoos  exprefs  at  the  fight  of 
a  low,  ['he  very  form  ot  that  ani¬ 
mal  is  offensive  to  them,  and  makes 
them  fhuuder.  It  appears  as  loatn- 
fome  to  them  as  a  toad  does  to 
an  Europea  :  and  you  may  ima¬ 
gine  rhe  horror  you  would  feel  at 
the  approach  of  a  toad  of  the  fize  of 
a  fovv. 

The  fwine  being  beat  back, 
(in  effecting  wnich  repull’e,  1  may 
juftly  boalt  that  I  was  myfeK  the 
principal  hero)  we  proceded  in 
joyful  procelfion  to  the  hall  ; 
which,  fpacious  as  it  was,  was 
now  infuificient  to  contain  our  en- 
creafed  numbers  :  wherefore,  many 
of  the  company  were  feated  on  the 
grafiy  plain,  lamps  being  hung 
among  fhrubbery  on  poles  of  bam¬ 
boos,  fixed  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  foft  and  deep  foil. 
The  hall,  illuminated  without  and 
within,  difplayed  ,on  both  fides, 
various  pictures  of  elephants  and 
other  animals,  and  alfo  of  men. 
The  young  Perfee’s  uncle,  who 
Ihewed  great  attention  to  myfelf 
and  the  other  Europeans,  informed 
us,  that  the  portraits  we  faw  were 
Perfian  emperors. —  There  is  Ko- 
rejb ,  faid  he  ;  and  after  naming 
a  number  of  other  princes,  he 
pointed  to  Nadir  Scha>  and  Kerim. 
Khan  the  prefent  emperor. — I  can¬ 
not  think  that  they  could,  either 
from  tradition,  painting,  or  fta- 
tuary,  have  any  accurate  notion. 
If  any  at  all,  of  the  particular 
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llature,  fihape,  and  countenance  of 
Cyrus.  The  artill  mull  have  been 
guided  merely  by  fancy. 

Various  kinds  of  refrefhments 
having  been,  after  fhort  intervals, 
prefented  to  the  company,  we  were 
at  1  aft  entertained  with  a  ball  which 
la  tied  all  night.  The  ladies  were 
placed  by  thcmfelves  on  one  fide 
of  the  hall,  and  the  gentlemen 
by  themfelves  on  the  other.  The 
women  wore  their  veils;  but  thefe 
were  not  drawn  lo  clofely  over  the 
face,  but  that  we  could  get  a 
peep  at  their  eyes  and  nofes. 
When  their  veils  were  drawn  back, 
in  order  that  they  might  enjoy 
the  refrefhment  of  being  fanned, 
we  could  difeover  their  necks  and 
their  fine  hair.  Indeed,  on  occa- 
fion  of  weddings,  the  veil,  as  I  have 
been  allured,  fits  more  Joofely  on 
the  ladies  than  at  other  times.— 
There  was  not  the  leaf!  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  men  and  the 
women ;  no  not  a  whifper.  The 
men  converted  among  themfelves; 
and  the  women  obferved  a  profound 
filence,  looking  llraight  forward 
with  inexprefiible  fweetnefs  and  mo- 
deity. 

But  now  appears  a  fpeCtacle 
which  commands  filence  among 
the  gentlemen  as  well  as  the  la¬ 
dies,  and  draws  the  attention  of 
every  part  of  the  hall.  A  com¬ 
pany  of  llrolling  dancing  girls 
from  Surat,  appear  on  a  plat¬ 
form  railed  about  two  feet  above 
the  floor.  Violins  were  now  added 
to  the  band  of  mufic,  and  pre- 
fently  the  dance  began.  The  baU 
ladieres  (for  that  is  the  name  by 
which  the  dancing  girls  are  diftin- 
guifhed  on  this  fide  of  Hindoftan) 
are  drefied  in  the  gaudieft  man¬ 
ner  that  the  luxuriant  fancy  of 
(Jbe  eait  can  conceive.  Their  long 
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Black  hair  falling  over  their 
Ihoulders  in  flowing  ringlets,  or 
braided  and  turned  up,  is  loaded 
with  precious  flones,  and  orna¬ 
mented  with  flowers.  Their  neck¬ 
laces  and  bracelets  are  enriched  in 
the  fame  manner;  even  their  noie- 
jewels,  which  at  fird  fight  appear 
ihocking  to  an  European,  have 
fomething  pleaiing,  after  cudom 
has  worn  off  the  effeft  of  preju¬ 
dice,  and  by  a  certain  fymmetry, 
fet  off  all  the  other  ornaments. 
Nothing  can  equal  the  care  they 
take  to  preferve  their  breads,  as 
the  mod  ftriking  mark  of  beauty. 
In  order  to  prevent  them  from 
growing  large  or  ili-fhaped,  they 
enclofe  them  in  cafes  made  of  ex¬ 
ceedingly  light  wood,  which  are 
joined  together,  and  faftened  with 
buckles  of  jewels  behind.  Thefe 
cafes  are  fo  fmooth  and  pliant, 
that  they  give  way  to  the  various 
attitudes  of  the  body  without  be¬ 
ing  flattened,  and  without  the 
fmalleft  injury  to  the  delicacy  of 
the  £kin.  The  outfide  of  thefe 
cafes  is  covered  with  a  leaf  of 
gold,  and  ftudded  with  diamonds, 
They  take  it  off  and  put  it  on 
again  with  equal  facility.  This 
covering  of  the  bread  conceals  not 
from  the  amorous  eye,  palpita¬ 
tions,  heavings,  various  tender 
emotions,  nor  ought  that  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  excite  defire  :  while  at 
the  fame  time  it  leaves  fomething 
for  the  fpeftator  to  guefs .  The 
halladieres  imagine  that  they 
heighten  the  beauty  of  their  com¬ 
plexion,  and  the  impreffioa  of 
their  countenances,  by  tracing 
black  circles  round  their  eyes, 
with  a  hair  bodkin  dipped  in  the 
powder  of  antimony..  On  their 
ancles,  befides  jewels,  they  wear 
bells,  which  they  think  have  a 


good.efFedfc ;  but  which,  I  conMs* 
I  do  not  admire. 

The  halladieres ,  it  mud  be  ob- 
ferved,  are  not  all  of  the  fame  rank 
or  condition.  It  is  only  the  higher 
ranks  among  them,  who,  I  have 
been  told,  are  confec rated  to  the 
ufe  of  the  Brahmins ,  the  fi i  d  cade 
in  this  fuperftitious  country,  that 
can  afford  to  have  a  load  of  dia¬ 
monds.  Nor  do  the  halladieres  of 
this  clafs  droll  through  the  coun¬ 
try.  But  if  the  common  danc¬ 
ing  girls  are  not  ufaally  adorned 
with  diamonds,  they  have  other 
precious  dones  and  ornaments  that 
flrike  with  equal  effect.  In  every 
other  refpect,  cheir  drefs  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  halladieres  of  the 
fird  rank. 

When  thefe  girls  dance,  they 
do  not  hop,  cut,  and  fkip  like  our 
aftrefles  in  Europe ;  they  never 
lift  their  feet  high.  Their  dances 
would  not  be  buffered,  it  mud  be 
owned,  in  an  affembly  of  Euro¬ 
pean  ladies.  They  exprefs,  by 
mute  action,  all  the  raptures  and 
extravagancies  of  the  paflion  of 
love,  when  in  deep  retirement, 
concealed  from  every  prying  eye, 
the  happy  lovers,  throwing  slide 
all  redraint,  yield  to  the  irrefift- 
able  impulfe  of  the  mod  ardent 
defire  of  nature.  Nor  is  mute 
aflion  the  whole  of  this  fcene. 
The  girls  accompany  their  wan¬ 
ton  attitudes  with  lafcivious  fongs, 
until,  overcome  by  the  power  of 
imagination,  and  the  drength  of 
perfumes,  their  voices  die  away, 
and  they  become  motionlefs ; 
which  is  the  conclufion  of  this 
opera,  fhall  I  call  it,  or  pantomime  f 
—The  ball  laded  until  morning. 
Refrefhments  were  prefented  to 
the  company  at  fhort  intervals 
during  the  night.  The  bride  was 
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accompanied  to  the  houfe  of  her 
haihand  only  by  her  neareit  rela~ 
tions.  The  Hindoo  ladies  were  in 
like  manner  taken  care  of  by  their 
hufbands  or  kindred.  As  to  the 
balladieres,  they  were  efcorted  home 
by  Europeans. 

Moderate  in  every  other  refpett, 
the  Hindoos  love  to  excefs.  I  was 
curious  to  know  what  were  the 

common  topics  of  converfation 

among  this  people ;  for  they  are 
very  lociable,  meeting  together 
frequently  at  each  other’s  doors, 
and  fmoaking  all  day  long.— - 
Upon  inquiry,  I  found  they  were 
ever  talking  about  their  wives  ; 
their  qualities,  their  numbers, 

and  their  profpefts  of  getting  new 
ones,  &c.  &c.  The  barbarous 

nations  in  America  talk  of  hunt¬ 
ing  and  war ;  in  England,  the 
people  talk  of  politics ;  in  Scot¬ 
land,  of  religion  ;  in  France,  of 
the  grand  monarque ;  in  Hin- 
doltan,  the  conilant  theme  is  love 
and  marriage. — There  are  feveral 
analogies,  which  occur  to  my 
imagination  at  the  moment  of 
writing  this,  between  the  penin- 
fula  of  Hindofian  and  that  of 
Italy;  which  I  fhall  commit  to 
paper  withont  examining  them. 
The  Hindoos  were  once  a  flourilh- 
ing  and  powerful  people ;  and 
their  knowledge,  religion,  and 
laws,  fpread  over  many  countries 
ol  Afia.  In  like  manner,  the 
knowledge,  the  religion,  the  laws 
of  Rome,  enlightened  and  bleffed 
the  nations  of  Europe ;  but,  in 
procefs  of  time,  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire  was  over-run,  and  broken  into 
many  independent  dates,  by  ir¬ 
ruptions  of  northern  barbarians. 
Such  was  alfo  the  fate  of  the  Hin¬ 
doo  empire,  which  was  conquered 
and  torn  in  pieces  by  the  Mogul 
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7  artars.  The  dates  of  Italy  aC 
this  day  are  only  nominal  fove- 
reignties,  being  dependent  on  th® 
emperor,  France,  and  Spain.  Jn 
like  manner,  the  princes  ofHin- 
dodan  have  long  depended  on  the 
prote&ion  of  one  or  other  of  the 
powers  of  Europe.— -The  Italians 
of  the  present  time,  are  an  unwar¬ 
like,  effeminate,  and  indolent 
people,  delighting  only  in  love 
and  mufic.  This  is  alfo  exa&ly 
the  chara&er  of  the  modern  Hin¬ 
doos.  Other  refemblances  might 
ne  tracea  between  thefe  nations  ; 
but  on  the  fubjeft  of  refemblances’ 
one  is  apt  to  grow  fanciful ;  there¬ 
fore  I  proceed  not  any  further  on 
this  topic. 

.  I  have  endeavoured*  at  various 
times,  to  lead  the  natives  of  this 
country  into  a  free  converfatioa 
on  Europeans,  and  their  tyranny ; 
but  i  found  them  very  referved^ 
'1  hey  often  complained  of  the  in- 
folence  of  the  common  foldiers* 
The  warrior  caft  in  Europe,  they 
fay,  mud  be  very  bad  mans.— 
I  once  overheard  a  converfation 
between  a  Moor  who  kept  a  fhop 
in  Bombay  and  one  of  our  corpo¬ 
rals.  The  corporal  afked  the 
price  of  fome  cheefe  ;  the  Moor 
demanded  a  rupee  (half  a  crown} 
a  pound  ;  the  corporal,  after  a 
torrent  of  abuflve  language  mix's 
with  threaten ings,  fvvore  that  he 
could  purchaie  better  cheefe  in 
Europe  for  four-pence.  “  Well, 
mailer,5' laid  the  cheefemonger,  “  I 
luppofe  very  few  in  this  coun- 
**  try  will  hinder  you  from  going 
“  to  Europe  to  buy  it.”— This 
was  the  drongefl  infinuation  of 
the  diflike  in  which  Europeans 
are  held  here,  that  I  ever  heard 
from  any  of  the  natives  of  In- 
dc&an,  —  I  overheard  at  another 
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time,  a  conversation  between  a 
Moor  and  one  of  our  men,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  religion.  Alter  a  good 
deal  of  difputation,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  the  chriftian  loft  his 
temper,  and  poured  forth  the 
greateft  curies  on  Mahomet  and 
ail  his  followers  ;  the  difciple  of 
the  great  prophet,  with  great 
calmnels,  replied,  “  Mailer,  why 

do  Chriftians  curfe  Mahomet  ? 
€f  we  Mahometans  never  curfe 
«  Jefus  Chrift.”  The  foldier, 
provoked  beyond  meafure  at  this 
comparifon,  would  certainly  have 
knocked  the  Moor  down,  if  his 
paftion  had  not  found  vent  in  a 
very  feaionable  volley  of  impre¬ 
cations. 

In  Bombay,  where  people  of  fo 
many  different  nations  are  col¬ 
lected  togeiher,  there  is  a  kind  of 
language,  which  is  compofed  of 
the  molt  common  words  of  the 
languages  of  each  nation,  and  of 
natural  Signs*  Coverfation  is  car¬ 
ried  on,  in  a  great  meafure,  by 
gefticulation,  pointing,  and  va¬ 
rious  diftortions  of  countenance. 
This  affords  to  a  ftranger  a  ludi¬ 
crous  Spectacle.  The  Hindoos 
Speak  in  a  very  loud  tone  of  voice, 
infomuch  that  it  appeared  difa- 
greeable  to  me,  before  cuftom, 
that  reconciles  us  to  every  thing, 
rendered  it  familiar :  yet  their 
voices  are  not  harfh,  but  natu¬ 
rally  fweet  and  melodious.  The 
men  lhave  their  heads,  but  all  the 
women  wear  their  hair  long.  The 
Jews  and  Perfees  wear  long  beards ; 
but  the  Gentoos,  whofe  religion 
prefcribes  cleanlinefs  of  perfon, 
lhave  their  heads,  leaving  only  a 
Small  tuft  on  the  crown,  their 
beards,  arm-pits,  &c.  &c.  The 
trade  of  a  potter  is  an  excellent 
.cue  in  this  country ;  for  the  Gen¬ 


toos  never  ufe  the  fame  pot  or 
plate  twice  ;  that  would  be  pollu¬ 
tion  ;  but  as  to  plates,  their  place 
is  generally  Supplied  by  the  broad 
and  tough  leaves  of  banyan  trees  ; 
and  they  ufe  no  Spoons.  Ladles 
they  have,  made  of  the  fheil  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  with  which  they 
Serve  up  their  rice,  which  is  com¬ 
monly  mixed  with  ghee,  (a  kind 
of  half-made  butter,  which  they 
keep  frefh  in  leather  bottles  for 
years,  without  fait)  and  Spices, 
which  make  it  a  very  Savoury  and 
nourifhing  food.  This  they  eat, 
not  with  knives  and  forks,  but 
with  their  fingers.  The  carnivo¬ 
rous  appetites  of  Europeans  fhock 
them ;  for,  the  warrior  caft  ex¬ 
cepted,  the  Gentoos  eat  no  fiefh 
meat.  Certain  other  cafts  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  eat  fifh.  Of  the  Eng- 
lilh,  particularly,  they  fay,  ftiak- 
ing  their  heads,  t(  Ah  !  English¬ 
mans  eat  every  thing,  fight  every 
thing,” 

Indeed,  I  muft  fay,  that  I  was 
difgufted  myfelf  at  the  practice, 
fb  common  among  Europeans  as 
well  as  Moors,  of  eating  (nakes  and 
frogs.  The  frog  of  this  country 
is  as  large  as  a  chicken.  It  makes 
a  loud  croaking  noiie  in  the  tanks 
and  fields  in  the  evenings.  This 
fupplies  the  place  of  the  melody  of 
European  birds.  The  frogs  are  fed 
with  great  care  after  they  are 
caught.  I  am  told  by  the  frog- 
eaters,  that  they  are  moft  delicate 
food.  I  take  their  word  for  it. 
The  late  General  Wedderburne  was 
fo  fond  of  frogs,  that  he  kept  a  frog- 
catcher,  as  gentlemen  in  Europe 
keep  fowlers. 

There  is  a  kind  of  ferpents,  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  tamed,  which  become 
domeftics  in  families,  and  which 
undoubtedly  have  a  fenfibility  to 
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the  charms  of  mufic  ;  for  at  the 
found  of  a  violin,  they  raife  their 
heads,  and  move  their  bodies  in 
concord  to  the  mufical  notes. 
When  you  ftroke  their  beautiful 
backs,  they  feem  fenfible  of  the 
carefs,  their  necks  and  heads  mov¬ 
ing  more  brilkly  to  the  mufic, 
and  their  eyes  fparkling  with  e«i- 
creafed  luftre.  It  was,  doubtlefs, 
in  alluficn  to  this  fpecies  of  fer- 
pents,  that  Solomon  ftigmatized 
the  deaf  adder,  that  would  not  be 
charmed  by  the  voice  of  the  charmer > 
Jhould  he  charm  ever fo  wifely. 

I  have  never  yet,  either  by 
reading  or  converfation,  obtained 
any  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the 
origin  of  thole  ideas  of  pollution, 
and  fingular  antipathies  and  ab- 
horrences,  which  prove  fo  great 
torments  to  the  Hindoos.  Dif¬ 
ferent  writers  have  attempted  to 
trace  them  back  to  the  arts  of 
prieds  and  politicians.  But  pried- 
craft  and  policy  do  not  infpire 
mankind  with  new  defires  and 
averfions.  They  may  fan 611  fy  and 
confirm  prejudices  already  enter¬ 
tained  ;  they  may  improve  and 
heighten  them,  and  ufe  them  as 
engines  for  their  own  purpofes ; 
but  I  apprehend  they  feldom  dudy 
to  create  them.  However  the 
(  fuperdrufture  may  be  the  effeft  of 
art,  the  foundation  is  laid  in  na¬ 
ture.  It  is  political  wifdom,  per¬ 
haps  #,  to  punifh  unnatural  crimes; 
and  in  fact  they  are  puniihed  ;  but 
does  the  punilhment  of  fuch  crimes 
originate  in  views  of  policy  ;  It 
is  a  natural  abhorrence  that  fird 
impels  men  to  punifh  them  :  in 
the  fame  manner  that  a  fchool-boy 
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is  urged  by  a  natural  antipathy  to 
kill  thofe  odious  reptiles  that  of¬ 
fend  his  eye  in  his  wandering  ex- 
curfions  in  woods  and  fields.— 
Europeans  are  confc’ous  of  many 
antipathies,  which  it  is  impofiible 
to  trace  to  any  lource  of  *fu perdi¬ 
tion  or  policy  :  the  Afiatics,  in  like 
manner,  have  theirs ;  with  this 
difference,  that  they  are  at  once 
more  violent  and  more  numerous. 
There  feems  to  be  a  greater  irri¬ 
tability  in  their  nerves ;  they  are 
more  forcibly  druck  by  every  ob¬ 
ject. 

The  manner  of  drinking  among 
the  Gentoos  is  remarkable.  They* 
religioudy  avoid  touching  the  vef- 
fel  that  contains  the  liquor  with 
their  lips,  and  pour  it  into  their 
mouths.,  holding  the  bottle,  or 
other  veffel,  at  lead  at  a  foot’s 
didance.  Their  idea  is,  that  they 
would  be  polluted  by  dagnating 
water.  They  will  drink  from  a 
pump,  or  of  any  running  dream, 
but  not  out  of  a  pool. 

The  Hindoos  prefer ve  the  Afi- 
atic  cudom,  of  which  we  read  m 
the  bible,  of  threfhing  out  their 
corn  by  the  treading  of  oxen.  A 
pole  is  fixed  in  the  ground,  in  the 
upper  end  of  which  is  fet  a  pivot, 
which  ferves  as  an  axis  for  a  wheel, 
or  rather  a  wooden  frame,  which 
is  turned  round  by  the  oxen,  and 
which  confines  their  fteps  to  the 
threfhing  door.  The  grain  is 
fhaken  from  the  hulks  and  the 
draw  by  the  beating  of  their  feet 
and  legs.  A  couple  of  oxen  will 
threlh  two  or  three  hundred  budiels 
of  rice  a  day. — There  have  been 
various  attempts  in  Europe  to 


*  The  prefulent  Montefquleu  is  of  opinion,  that  the  punilhment  of  unna¬ 
tural  crimes  is  by  no  means  neceffary.  Nature  will  maintain  her  own  rights 
without  the  intervention  of  the  magistrate, 
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contrive  a  machine  for  threfhing 
corn,  the  molt  laborious  and  ex¬ 
pend  ve  operation  in  hufbandry. 
Might  not  our  farmers  for  once  take 
a  hint  from  the  Afiatics,  and  try 
the  method  of  threfhing  by  means 
of  oxen  ?  The  threfhing-floor  is 
formed,  by  fpreading  on  the  fur- 
face  of  a  fpot  of  level  ground,  a 
pafle  compofed  of  water,  earth, 
and  cow-dung.  This  operation 
is  performed  by  the  women. 

There  is  not  a  more  precious 
fubftance  in  the  eyes  of  the  Gen- 
toos,  than  cow-dung.  It  is  not 
perhaps  known  in  Europe,  that 
cow-dung-is  an  infallible  prefer- 
vative  againft  the  deftruCtive  effe&s 
of  all  kinds  of  vermin.  It  is  for 
this  reafon,  that  it  is  ufed  in 
forming  thfefhing-floors.  It  is 
for  the  fame  reafon,  that  it  is  ufed 
as  plaifter  to  the  houfes,  which  are 
overlaid  with  this  fubftance,  mixed 
with  water  and  a  very  little  earth, 
both  without  and  within.  A 
layer  of  this  compolition  being 
fpread  on  the  walls,  and  fufficierit 
time  being  allowed  for  it  to  dry, 
a  fecond  ftratum  is  added,  for  the 
purpofe  of  filling  up  any  chinks 
that  may  be  occafioned  by  excefiive 
drought.  A  fmooth  and  folicl 
pafte  being  thus  formed,  it  is 
white-wafhed  with  a  very  fine  and 
white  lime  made  of  oyfter-ftieils. 
Thefe  white  walls  are  variegated 
without  as  well  as  within,  by  the 
figures  of  different  animals,  efpe- 
cially  elephants.  But  I  have  not 
yet  fully  defcribed  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  cow-dung.  It  is  not 
only  a  neceffary  article  both  in 
agriculture  and  architecture,  but 
alfo  in  religion.  The  pollution 
that  is  occasionally  conveyed  to 
their  houfes  by  the  contact  of 
Cbrijiians,  the  Gentoos  wafh  away 


by  the  precious  ointment  of  cow- 
dung.  The  pagodas  in  the  iftand 
of  Saifette,  having  been  ufed  by 
our  foidiers  as  lodging-places, 
during  the  war  with  the  Mar- 
rattas,  were  confidered  as  defiled, 
and  were  wholly  abandoned  until 
they  had  undergone  a  purification 
by  cow- dung.  It  is  not  a  little 
humiliating  to  a  profeftor  of 
Chriftianity,  that  he  fhould  be 
confidered  by  the  ancient  and  nu- 
merous .  feCt  of  the  Gentoos,  as  a 
piece  of  animated  fubftance  infi¬ 
nitely  more  loathfome  and  odious 
than  the  excrement  of  a  buffalo  or 
a  bullock.  1 

The  Gentoos  are  undoubtedly 
grofs  idolaters.  What  are  the 
doctrines  of  their  priefts,  I  know 
not :  they  worfhip  figures  of  men 
with  elephants  heads,  and  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  other  images.  The  human 
figures  which  are  the  ohjeCts  of 
their  devotion,  have  many  hands, 
and  are  enormoufly  corpulent. 
They  alfo  worfhip  different  ani¬ 
mals  :  I  have  feen  in  their  temples 
live  bullocks.  It  occurred  to  me, 
that  thefe  were  going  to  be  facri- 
ficed  to  their  god  or  gods  ;  but  I 
was  foon  given  to  underhand,  that 
they  were  gods  their, felves. 

The  Perfians  of  this  country,  as 
is  generally  known,  pay  divine, 
adoration  to  fire ,  but  not  in  a  fenfe- 
lefs  and  idolatrous  manner;  for 
I  have  been  affured  by  very  refpeCt- 
able  characters  among  the  Per- 
fees,  that  they  worfhip  fire  only  as 
an  emblem  of  the  Divinity,  and 
as  his  chief  agent  in  the  fyftem  of 
the  univerfe.  —  They  never  extin- 
guifti  fire.  They  will  ftand  for 
hours  by  their  lamps,  putting  up 
their  prayers  to  God  with  folded 
hands,  and  their  eyes  turned  to¬ 
wards  heaven  with  great  marks  of 
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devotion.  They  utter  ejaculatory 
prayers  all  day  long,  and  con¬ 
stantly  mix  bufinefs,  and  even 
common  converfation,  with  de¬ 
votion.  They  have  a  Supersti¬ 
tious  veneration  for  cocks  and  for 
dogs.  They  breed  great  numbers 
of  dogs  at  their  own  houfes,  and 
feed  them  regularly  twice  every 
day  with  rice  and  ghee.  To  all 
dogs,  whether  their  own  or  not, 
they  are  very  hofpitablc.  Where- 
ever  they  fee  a  dog,  they  pre¬ 
sently  call  him,  and  offer  him 
food.  If  you  walk  abroad  with  a 
dog  in  any  of  the  Perfee  villages, 
you  prefently  hear  jo  !  jo!  at  every 
turn ;  every  body  llriving  to  be 
the  firft  to  entertain  your  dog. 
Dogs  are  alfo  Sacred  in  all  the 
Turkifh  dominions.  -The  dogs 
on  the  ifland  of  Bombay,  a  fewr 
years  ago,  were  many  of  them 
mad  :  whereupon  an  order  was 
given  by  the  governor,  for  killing 
all  dogs  without  exception.  This 
order  being  known,  the  Perfees 
were  greatly  alarmed,  met  toge¬ 
ther,  and  entered  into  a  Solemn 
league  and  covenant  in  defence  of 
their  dogs,  and  threatened  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  lives  at  the  rifque  of  their 
own.  It  was  therefore  thought 
prudent,  not  to  iniiil  on  the  exe 
cution  of  the  decree  that  had  been 
iSTued  againll  thofe  faithful  and 
affectionate  domeftics. 

How  difficult  it  is  to  distinguish 
the  Sentiments  of  nature,  from  the 
prejudices  of  education  !  MoSt 
nations  with  whom  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted,  are  careful  to  bury 
their  dead,  and  confider  it  as  a 
kind  of  misfortune  to  their  de¬ 
parted  friends,  if  by  any  accident 
their  inanimate  bodies  Should  not 
be  honoured  by  a  decent  inter¬ 
ment.  That  very  circumilance, 
Vo L-.  XXV. 
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however,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Homer,  and  thofe  to  whom  he 
addreffed  the  Iliad,  aggravated 
the  hard  fate  of  thofe  heroes  who 
fell  in  the  Trojan  war,  whofe  un¬ 
buried  limbs  were  devoured  by 
hungry  dogs  and  ravenous  vul¬ 
tures  :  that  very  circumfance,  fo 
full  of  horror  to  a  Grecian  mind, 
would  have  appeared  to  a  Perfian, 
matter  of  the  greateft  confolation. 
For  the  Perfees  expofe  the  bodies 
of  their  dead  to  birds  of  prey,  as 
the  laSt  good  office  that  friendship 
can  perform  to  the  deccafed.  They 
ereCt  for  this  purpofe  fabrics  abour 
ten  feet  high,  over  the  walls  of 
which  they  fix  an  iron  grate, 
whereon  they  place  the  dead. — 
Thefe  buildings  are  very  like 
kilns.  Save  that  they  want  roofs. 
Crows,  kites,  and  vultures, 
quickly  devour  the  fleSh  ;  and  the 
bones,  after  being  bleached  for 
many  years,  are  at  lait  pulverifed, 
and  drop  gradually  into  the  cavity 
of  the  building,  thus  making  way 
for  new  carcaSes. 

I  prefer  to  this,  the  manner  in 
which  the  Gentoos  difpofe  of  their 
dead.  They  burn  their  bodies 
with  fandal-wood  and  other  aro¬ 
matics.  A  very  worthy  gentle¬ 
man  of  my  acquaintance.  Captain 
W — if,  is  So  much  delighted  with 
this  paClice,  that  he  has  given 
orders,  that  his  body,  after  he  is 
dead.  Shall  be  burnt  after  the  Gen- 
too  manner,  with  fandal-wood. 
— The  poor  Faqueirs,  of  whom 
you  have  heard  fo  often,  bury 
their  dead  within  their  very  places 
of  habitation,  which  are  fometimes 
huts,  and  fometimes  caverns.  The 
felf-denied  Faqueirs  will  lie  whole 
days  and  nights,  covered  with  dull, 
under  ban-yan  trees,  confeffing 
their  fins,  and  expiating  them  by 
£  re* 
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repentance,  fupported  only  by  a 
bottle  of  water  and  a  little  gram , 
or  parched  corn,  not  unlike  peafe, 
but  fvveeter  to  the  tade.  This 
mendicant  order  of  n  li  pious,  often 

o  ^  7 

fupply  our  patty -maurs  *  with  pro- 
\7ihons  on  their  journies,  when, 
avoided  by  the  fuperlHtious  Gen- 
toos  as  if  they  were  fome  noxious 
animals,  they  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  ltarving. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  the 
practice  of  inoculating  for  the 
fmall-pox  is  common  in  all  Afiatic 
countries.  But  there  is  an  art  in 
Hindoilan,  not  yet  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  by  which  the  women  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  any  traces  of  the 
fmall-pox  on  the  faces  of  their 
little  ones.  This  prefervative  is 
compofed  of  a  falve  made  of  cer¬ 
tain  Indian  herbs,  and  a  certain 
kind  of  oil,  which  they  apply  as 
foon  as  the  pock  begins  to  blacken. 
I  am  furprifed  that  none  of  the 
company’s  furgeons  have  ever  en¬ 
quired  into  the  nature  of  this  pre¬ 
paration  :  for,  I  prefume,  if  they 
had 5  they  would  have  difcovered 
it ;  and  the  fa  ft,  that  the  Hindoos 
know  how  to  lave  their  Ikins  from 
the  ravages  of  the  fmall-pox,  is 
undoubted. 

I  fhall,  now  I  have  got  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Hindoo  furgery,  men¬ 
tion  another  operation  of  the  chi- 
rurgical  kind,  which  I  am  well 
affured  is  attended'  with  the  hap- 
pteih  effects.  When  any  perfon 
happens  to  be  hruifed  in  any  part 
of  his  body,  by  a  fall,  a  blow,  or 
ether  wile,  thofe  who  are  neared 
to  him,  prefently  drip  off  the 
greater  part  of  his  cloaths,  and 
with  the  palms  of  their  hands 
gently  rub  the  airlifted  part,  and 


proceeding  from  that  fpot,  rub 
over,  with  greater  force,  the  whole 
of  the  body.  This  good  office  is 
generally  performed  by  the  wo¬ 
men,  who  are  indeed  the  furgeons 
and  phyficians  of  this  country, 
and  who  handle  their  patients 
with  all  the  eafy  addrefs  of  the 
mod  experienced  member  of  the 
faculty  in  Europe. 

Before  the  Hindoos  rife  from 
their  beds,  they  dretch  them- 
felves,  darting  out  their  legs  and 
arms  with  a  fudden  motion  feveral 
times.  Then  they  proceed  to  the 
doors  of  their  houfes,  where  they 
fit  in  circles,  in  order  to  pick  and 
to  walk  their  teeth.  They  fill 
their  mouths  repeatedly  with  wa¬ 
ter,  and  holding  back  their  heads, 
make  a  croaking  noife,  like  fo 
many  frogs.  Thofe  of  the  Gen- 
too  religion  perform  divers  other 
ablutions  in  fecret. 

Although  the  Hindoos  are  the 
meeked  people  on  earth,  yet  they 
fometimes  quarrel  with  one  ano¬ 
ther.  Will  you  pleafe  to  attend 
to  fo  trifling  a  defcription  as  that 
of  an  Hindoo  Holding- match  r 
Storms  fometimes  difplay  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  foil  on  which  they  fall. 
—The  enraged  parties  begin  with 
complaining  of  each  other’s  in- 
j  udice;  and  retail  a  great  many 
moral  and  religious  maxims, 
which,  by  that  inj  udice,  have 
been  violated.  They  enumerate 
the  a£ts  of  violence  or  of  fraud, 
which  their  antagonids  have  com¬ 
mitted  againd  others,  as  well  as 
themfelves.  They  undervalue 
each  other’s  families  :  —  “  Ycur 
filler  went  on  a  certain  day  to 
fetch  water  from  the  well,  and 
was  embraced  by  a  Chridian  fol- 
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dier  : - f{  Your  father  dying 

Voung,  your  mother  did  not  fihave 
her  head,  but  made  her  elopement 
with  a  fepoy:” —  “  From  a  nig¬ 
gardly  difpofition,  you  violated 
the  laws  of  our  holy  religion,  by 
making  the  fame  earthen  pot  ferve 

you  a  whole  week:”- - And, 

“  You  got  fo  drunk,  on  one  oc- 
cafion,  with  brabtree  toddy,  that 
you  not  only  touched  the  veflel 
with  your  lips,  but  bit  it  with 
your  teeth.”  In  this  manner  they 
kept  fcolding  for  the  foace  of  fome 
hours :  but  now  the  contention 
becomes  fiercer,  and  the  oppro- 
bious  terms  of  Cafre  aud  Halla- 
chore  are  retorted  with  great  fury. 
As  the  I  aft  poflible  inlult,  they 
pull  oft'  their  fhoes,  fpit  in  them, 
and  throw  them  in  each  other’s 
faces  *.  Anon,  they  proceed  to 
atftion,  tearing  each  other’s  hair, 
and  fmiting  each  other,  not  with 
their  fills,  but  the  palms  of  their 
hands,  like  women  or  children. 
After  they  are  fufficiently  fatigued 
by  this  exercife,  they  part,  each 
declaring  that  he  would  have  in¬ 
flicted  on  his  adverfary  more  fe- 
vere  marks  of  his  vengeance,  if 
he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as 
much  polluted  by  touching  him, 
as  he  would  be  by  coming  in  con¬ 
tact  with  a  fc^iv  or  a  Chrijhan, 

I  never  beheld  fo  ftriking  a  proof 
of  the  influence  of  food  on  animal 
conftitutions,  as  in  the  battles  of 
dogs  in  this  country.  The  dogs 
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of  fuch  of  the  natives  as  feed  them 
only  with  rice  and  ghee,  are  no 
more  a  match  for  the  do<rs  that 

^  o 

are  bred  by  the  Englifh,  thoughof 
the  fame  fpecies,  than  one  of  thefe 
would  be  a  match  for  a  lion.  Our 
foldiers  take  great  delight  in  pro¬ 
moting  fights  between  their  dogs 
and  thole  of  the  Hindoos,  which 
is  a  very  cruel  entertainment. 

It  will  not  furprife  one,  who 

knows  the  refolution  of  Hindoo 

'  * 

women  in  burning  with  their  huf- 
bands,  to  be  told,  that  there  is 
at  prefent  in  Bombay,  a  woman, 
a  native  of  Mangalore  f ,  who,  af- 
fuming  the  habit  of  a  man,  en- 
lifted  in  a  company  cf  fepoys,  in 
order  to  have  a  chance  of  meeting 
with  her  fweetheart,  who  had  en- 
lifted  in  our  fervice  in  the  laft  war. 
After  having  been  in  one  or  two 
engagements,  in  which  fhe  dis¬ 
played  a  manly  courage,  fhe  found 
her  lover,  to  whom  fhe  made  her- 
felf  known,  and  became  his  wife. 
The  wives  of  the  heymals,  as 
well  as  their  hulbands,  follow  the 
employment  of  porters,  and  are 
kept  to  their  labour  as  well  as  the 
men,  by  the  terror  of  a  fcourge. 
The  conftancv  and  heroifm  of  this 

j 

lady,  has  been  rewarded  by  an  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  office  of  overfeer 
of  the  wives  of  the  coolies.  I  have 
feen  her  with  a  rattan  in  her  hand, 
afling  in  the  capacity  of  a  female 
ferjeant. 


*  It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  when  the  Gentoos  enter  their  temples,  or  the 
apartments  ©f  any  great  man,  they  pull  oft  their  fhoes,  and  leave  them  at  the 
door.  As  appearing  in  your  prefence  without  fhoes,  is  the  greateft  mark  of 
refjxcl ;  fo  to  throw  one’s  ihoe  in  his  neighbour’s  face,  is  the  very  laft  mark  of 
contempt. 

f  Hyder  Ally’s  capital. 

E  2  Cvfto- 
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Cufomary  Education  ana  Employ¬ 
ment  of  the  Inhabitants  op'  Nan¬ 
tucket  ;  from  Letters  from  an 
American  Farmer,  by],  Heitor 
St.  John. 

H  E  eafied  way  of  becoming 
A  acquainted  with  the  modes 
of  thinking,  the  rules  of  conduit, 
and  the  prevailing  manners  of  any 
people,  is  to  examine  what  fort  of 
education  they  give  their  children  ; 
how  they  treat  them  at  home,  and 
what  they  are  taught  in  their 
places  of  public  worfhip.  At 
home  their  tender  minds  mu  ft  be 
early  Itruck  with  the  gravity,  the 
ferious  though  chearful  deport¬ 
ment  of  their  parents;  they  are 
inured  to  a  principle  of  fubordi- 
nation,  arifing  neither  from  fud- 
den  paffions  nor  inconfiderate  plea- 
fure  ;  they  are  gently  held  by  an 
uniform  filk  cord,  which  unites 
foftnefs  and  ftrength.  A  perfeit 
equanimity  prevails  in  mod:  of 
their  families,  and  bad  example 
hardly  ever  lows  in  their  hearts 
the  feeds  of  future  and  iimilar 
faults.  They  are  corrected  with 
tendernefs,  nurfed  with  the  mod; 
affectionate  care,  clad  with  that 
decent  plainnefs,  fronrwhich  they 
obferve  their  parents  never  to  de¬ 
part  :  in  fhort,  by  the  force  of  ex¬ 
ample,  which  is  fuperior  even  to 
the  ftrongeft  inftinCl  of  nature, 
more  than  by  precepts,  they  learn 
to  follow  the  Heps  of  their  parents, 
to  defpife  odentatioufoefs.as  being 
finful.  They  acquire  a  tafte  for 
that  neatnefs  for  which  their  fa¬ 
thers  are  fo  confpicuous  ;  they 
learn  to  be  prudent  and  faving'; 
the  very  tone  of  voice  with  which 
they  are  always  addreffcd,  eda- 
bi idles  in  them  that  foftnefs  of 
difhon,  wl^ich  ever  after  becomes 
.3 
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habitual.  Frugal,  feber,  orderly 
parents,  attached  to  their  bufinefs, 
condantly  following  fome  ufeful 
occupation,  never  guilty  of  riot, 
diffipadon,  or  other  irregularities, 
cannot  fail  of  training  up  children 
to  the  fame  uniformity  of  life  and 
manners.  If  they  are  left  with 
fortunes,  they  are  taught  how  to 
fuve  them,  and  how  to  enjoy  them 
with  moderation  and  decency  ;  if 
they  have  none,  they  know  how  to 
venture,  how  to  work  and  toil  as 
tii eir  fathers  have  done  before 
them.  If  they  fail  of  fuccefs, 
there  are  always  in  this  ifland  (and 
wherever  this  fociety  prevails)  eda- 
blifhed  refources,  founded  on  the 
mod  benevolent  principles.  At 
their  meetings  they  are  taught  the 
few,  the  fimple  tenets  of  their 
feel;  tenets  as  ft  to  render  men 
fober,  indudrious,  jud,  and  mer¬ 
ciful,  as  thofe  delivered  in  the 
mod  magnificent  churches  and  ca¬ 
thedrals  :  they  are  indruCled  in 
the  mod  effential  duties  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  fo  as  not  to  offend  the 
divinity  by  the  commiffion  of  evil 
deeds  ;  to  dread  his  wrath  and  the 
punifhments  he  has  denounced  ; 
they  are  taught  at.  the  fame  time 
to  have  a  proper  confidence in  his 
mercy  while  they  deprecate  his 
judice.  As  every  feft,  from  their 
different  modes  of  worfhip,  and 
their  different  interpretations  of 
fome  parts  of  the  feriptures,  necef- 
farily  have  various  opinions  and 
prejudices,  which  contribute  fome- 
thing  in  forming  their  charabier- 
idics  in  fociety  ;  fo  thofe  of  the 
Friends  are  well  known  :  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws,  even  to  non- 
refidance,  jullice,  good-will  to 
all,  benevolence  at  home,  fobrie- 
ty,  meekneis,  neatnefs,  love  of 
order,  fondnefs  and  appetite  for 

commerce. 


CHARACTERS. 


commerce.  They  are  as  remarkable 
here  for  thofe  virtues  as  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  is  their  American 
cradle,  and  the  bead  of  that  fo- 
cietv.  At  ichoai  they  learn  to 
read,  and  to  write  a  good  hand, 
until  they  are  twelve  years  old  ; 
they  are  then  in  general  put  ap¬ 
prentices  to  the  cooper’s  trade, 
which  is  the  fecond  eiTential  branch 
cf  bufinefs  followed  here  ;  at  four¬ 
teen  they  are  fent  to  fea,  where 
in  their  leifure  hours  their  com¬ 
panions  teach  them  the  art  of  na¬ 
vigation,  which  they  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  pradlifing  on  the  fpot. 
They  learn  the  great  and  ul'eful 
art  of  working  a  fhip  in  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fituations  which  the  fea  and 
wind  fo  often  require  ;  and  Purely 
there  cannot  be  a  better  or  more 
ufeful  fchool  of  that  kind  in 
the  world.  Then  they  go  gra¬ 
dually  through  every  dation  of 
rowers,  deerfmen,  and  harpoon- 
ers  ;  thus  they  learn  to  attack,  to 
purfue,  to  overtake,  to  cut,  to 
drefs  their  huge  game:  and  after 
having  performed  ieveral  fuch  voy¬ 
ages,  and  perfected  themfelves  in 
this  bufinefs,  they  are  fit  either 
for  the  counting -houfe  or  the 
chafe. 

The  fird  proprietors  of  this 
ifland,  or  rather  the  fird  founders 
of  this  town,  began  their  career 
of  indudry  with  a  fingle  whale¬ 
boat,  with  which  they  went  to 
firh  for  cod  ;  the  fmall  didance 
from  their  fhores  at  which  they 
caught  it,  enabled  them  loon  to 
increafe  their  bufinefs,  and  thofe 
early  fuccefies,  fird  led  them  to 
conceive  that  they  might  likewife 
catch  the  whales,  which  hitherto 
Iported  undidurbed  on  their  banks. 
After  many  trials  and  feveral  mif- 
carriages,  they  fucceeded  ;  thus 
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they  proceeded,  dep  by  dep  ;  the 
profits  of  one  luccefsful  enterprize 
helped  them  to  purchafe  and  pre¬ 
pare  better  materials  for  a  more 
extenfive  one:  as  thefe  were  at¬ 
tended  with  little  cods,  their  pro¬ 
fits  grew  greater.  The  fouth  fides 
of  the  idand  from  ead  to  wed, 
were  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  each  part  was  affigned  to  a 
company  of  fix,  which  though 
thus  feparated,  dill  carried  on 
their  bufinefs  in  common.  In  the 
middle  of  this  didance,  they  erec¬ 
ted  a  mad,  provided  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  rounds,  and 
near  it  they  built  a  temporary  hut, 
where  five  of  the  affociates  lived, 
whild  the  fixth  from  his  high  da- 
tion  carefully  looked  toward  the 
fea,  in  order  to  obferve  the  fpout- 
ing  of  the  whales.  As  foon  as 
any  were  di fcovered,  the  fentinei 
defeended,  the  whale-boat  was 
launched,  and  the  company  went 
forth  in  qued  of  their  game.  It 
may  appear  drange  to  you,  that 
fo  flender  a  vedel  as  an  American 
whale-boat ,  containing  fix  dimi¬ 
nutive  beings,  fhould  dare  to  pur¬ 
fue  and  to  attack,  in  its  native 
element,  the  larged  and  dronged 
fifii  that  nature  has  created.  Yet 
by  the  exertions  of  an  admirable 
dexterity,  improved  by  a  long 
practice,  in  which  thefe  people 
are  become  fuperior  to  any  other 
whale- men  ;  by  knowing  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  whale  after  her  fird 
movement,  and  by  many  other 
ufeful  obfervations ;  they  feldom 
failed  to  harpoon  it,  and  to  bring 
the  huge  leviathan  on  the  fhores. 
Thus  they  went  on  until  the  pro¬ 
fits  they  made,  enabled  them  to 
purchafe  larger  vcdels,  and  to  pur¬ 
fue  them  farther,  when  the  whales 
quitted  their  coafts ;  thofe  who 
E  3  failed 
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failed  in  their  enterprizes,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  edd-fifheries,  which 
had  been  their  full  fchool,  and 
their  find  refource  ;  they  even  be¬ 
gan  to  vifit  the  banks  of  'Cape 
Breton,  the  i fie  of  Sable,  and  all 
the  other  hilling  places,  with 
which  this  coafi  of  America  a- 
bounds.  By  degrees  they  went  a 
whaling  to  Newfoundland,  to  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  to  the 
Straits  of  Belleifle,  the  coafi:  of  La¬ 
brador,  Davis’s  Straits,  even  to 
Cape  Defolation,  in  7 o°  of  lati¬ 
tude  ;  where  the  Danes  carry  on 
home  fifheries  in  fpite  of  the  per¬ 
petual  feverities  of  that  inhofpita- 
ble  climate.  |n  procefs  of  time 
they  viilted  the  weftern  iflarkls, 
the  latitude  of  34?  famous  for  that 
fifh,  the  B  raffs,  the  coafi:  of  Gui¬ 
nea.  Would  you  believe  that 
they  have  already  gone  to  the 
Falkland  Iflands,  and  that  I  have 
heard  feveral  of  them  talk  of  go¬ 
ing  to  the  South  Seal  Their  con¬ 
fidence  is  fo  great,  and  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  branch  of  bufinefs  fo 
fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  peo¬ 
ple,  that  they  have  acquired  a 
monopoly  of  this  commodity.  Such 
were  their  feeble  beginnings,  fuch 
the  infancy  and  the  progrefs  of 
their  maritime  fchemes ;  fuch  is 
now  the  degree  of  boldnefs  and 
activity  to  which  they  are  arrived 
in  their  manhood.  After  their 
examples  feveral  companies  have 
been  formed  in  many  of  our  capi¬ 
tals,  where  every  neceffary  article 
of  provifions,  implements,  and 
timber,  are  to  be  found.  But  the 
induftry  exerted  by  the  people  of 
Nantucket,  hath  hitherto  enabled 
them  to  rival  all  their  competi¬ 
tors  ;  confequently  this  is  the 
jgre'ateft  market  for  oil ,  whale-  bone, 
and  fpermaceti,  on  the  continent. 
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It  does  not  follow  however  that 
they  are  always  fuccefsful  ;  this 
would  be  an  extraordinary  field 
indeed,  where  the  crops  fhould 
never  fail  ;  many  voyages  do  not 
repay  the  original  coil  of  fitting- 
out  :  they  bear  fuch  misfortunes 
like  true  merchants,  and  as  they 
never  venture  their  all  like  game- 
iters,  they  try  their  fortunes  a- 
gam  ;  the  latter  hope  to  win  by 
chance  alone,  the  former  by  in- 
dufiry,  well  judged  {peculation, 
and  fome  hazard!  I  was  there 
when  Mr.  —  had  miffed  one  of 
his  veffels  ;  fhe  had  been  given 
over  for  loll  by  every  body,  but 
happily  arrived  before  I  came 
away,  after  an  abfence  of  thirteen 
months.  She  had  met  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  difappointments  on  the 
flat! on  fhe  was  ordered  to,  and 
rather  than  return  empty,  the 
people  fleered  for  the  coaft  of  Gui¬ 
nea,  where  they  fortunately  fell 
in  with  feyeral  whales,  and  brought 
home  upward  of  600  barrels  of 
oil,  fcefide  bone.  Thofe  returns 
are  fometimes  difpofed  of  in  the 
towns  of  the  continent,  where 
they  are  exchanged  for  fuch  com¬ 
modities  as  are  wanted;  but  they 
are  molt  commonly  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land,  where  they  always  fell  for 
cafh ;  When  this  is  intended,  a 
vcffel  larger  than  the  reil  is  fitted 
out  to  be  filled  with  oil  on  the 
fpot  where  it  is  found  and  made, 
and  thence  fhe  fails  immediately 
for  London.  This  expedient  faves 
time,  freight,  and  expence;  and 
from  that  capital  they  bring  back 
whatever  they  want.  They  em¬ 
ploy  alfo  feveral  veffels  in  tranf- 
porting  lumber  to  the  Wefl-Indian 
Iflands,  from  whence  they  procure 
in  return  the  various  productions 
of  the  country,  which  they  af¬ 
terwards  1 
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tervvards  exchange  wherever  they 
can  hear  of  an  advantageous  mar¬ 
ket.  Being  extremely  acute  they 
well  know  how  to  improve  all 
the  advantages  which  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  fo  many  branches  of  bu- 
finefs  conftantly  affords ;  the  fpirit 
of  commerce,  which  is  the  fimple 
art  of  a  reciprocal  fupply  of  wants, 
is  well  underftood  here  by  every 
body.  They  poffefs,  like  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  Americans,  a  large 
fhare  of  native  penetration,  acti¬ 
vity,  and  good  fenfe,  which  lead 
them  to  a  variety  of  other  fecon- 
dary  fchemes  too  tedious  to  men¬ 
tion  :  they  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  cheapeft  method  of  pro¬ 
curing  lumber  from  Kennebeck 
river,  Penobfcot,  &c.  pitch  and 
tar,  from  North  Carolina;  flour 
and  bifeuit,  from  Philadelphia  ; 
beef  and  pork,  from  Connecticut. 
They  know  how  to  exchange  their 
cod  fifli  and  Wefl-Indian  produce, 
for  thofe  articles  which  they  are 
continually  either  bringing  to  their 
ifland,  or  fending  off  to  other 
places  where  they  are  wanted. 
By  means  of  all  thefe  commercial 
negociations,  they  have  greatly 
cheapened  the  fitting  out  of  their 
whaling  fleets,  and  therefore  much 
improved  their  fifheries.  They 
are  indebted  for  all  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  not  only  to  their  national 
genius  but  to  the  poverty  of  their 
foil ;  and  as  a  proof  of  what  I 
have  fo  often  advanced,  look  at 
the  Vineyard  (their  neighbouring 
ifland)  which  is  inhabited  by  a 
fet  of  people  as  keen  and  as  fuga¬ 
cious  as  themfelves.  Their  foil 
being  in  general  extremely  fer¬ 
tile,  they  have  fewer  navigators ; 
though  they  are  equally  well  fi- 
tuated  for  the  filling  bulinefs. 
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A  Jhort  Narrative  of  the  late  Gil¬ 
bert  Well,  L.L.D. 

The  following  Account  of  the  late 
Dr.  G.  Well,  we  have  reafon  to 
ajfure  our  Readers ,  is  perfectly  au¬ 
thentic. 

ILBERT  Weft  was  the 
fon  cf  the  Reverend  DoCtor 
Weft.  He  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  deprived  of  his  father  whilft 
under  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
and  juft  too  at  the  time  when  a 
Mitre  was  expeCted  for  the  doCtor, 
through  the  intereft  of  a  powerful 
friend.  Lord  Orford,  who  had 
gained  the  royal  affent  to  raife  him 
to  that  dignity.  At  this  early 
period  of  his  life,  he  was  left  to 
the  care  of  his  difconfolate  and  dif- 
treffed  mother,  who  had  not  only 
her  own  lofs  to  deplore,  but  alfo  the 
blafted  hopes  of  a  young  family. 
Gilbert  Weft  was  fent  to  Eaton, 
and  compleated  his  education  at 
Oxford.  His  mother  was  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  and  filler  to  Lord  Cob- 
ham ;  a  woman  not  more  diftin- 
guifhed  for  her  beauty,  than  for 
her  exemplary  conduct  through 
life.  Her  marrying  a  clergyman, 
though  a  man  cf  family,  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  high  character,  was  fo 
relented  by  her  brother  Cobham, 
who  hated  (as  he  declared)  the 
whole  cloth,  that  he  excluded  her 
from  his  honours  and  eftates,  and 
fettled  them  on  his  fecond  filler’s 
male  iffue,  confining  the  little 
marks  of  his  brotherly  attentions 
for  his  eldeft  filler,  to  her  fen  Gil¬ 
bert  Weft.  Lord  Cobham  pre- 
fented  Mr.  Weft,  while  at  Oxford, 
with  a  cornetfy  in  his  own  regi¬ 
ment.  He  was  then  reading  di- 
E  4  yinity 
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vinity,  that  being  the  bent  of  his 
inclination,  and  bell  adapted  to  his 
ferious  turn  of  mind-  Being  thus 
called  into  the  military  line,  he 
was  naturally  led  to  make  frequent 
vifits  from  Oxford  to  Stowe,  to 
gain  knowledge  of  his  uncle  in  his 
new  profeffion,  whom  he  looked 
up  to  with  the  greateft  admiration  ; 
his  lord fhip  being  poiTeffed  of  bril¬ 
liant  talents,  and  a  perfect  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world.  To  his  lord- 
fhip’s  captivating  dandard,  many 
of  the  firit  genius  repaired,  which 
gave  rife  to  animated  converfa- 
tions,  and  the  difplay  of  wit  on 
various  fubjeds.  Among  other 
topics,  revealed  religion  had  its 
turn  for  animadverfion,  and  was 
reprefen  ted  as  a  work  of  impofi- 
tion,  which  a  wife  man  mud  re¬ 
ject  ;  and  that  the  whole  derived 
its  fource  from  pried-craft.  This 
caught  the  honed  mind  of  Mr. 
Wed ;  and  then  not  being  able  to 
anfwer  the  deluding  arguments 
brought  in  fupport  of  thofe  fatal 
errors,  he  imbibed  this  on  princi¬ 
ple,  that  there  was  no  real  foun¬ 
dation  for  th z  great  truths  fet  forth 
in  the  holy  fcriptures ;  but  he  never 
was  brought  to  lofe  light  of  the 
Supreme  Being  in  all  his  glorious 
works,  to  whom  he  ever  paid  the 
devouted  adoration.  His  love  of 
virtue  in  its  fulled  extent,  was 
fo  great,  that  his  adions  through¬ 
out  were  conlidered  by  thofe,  who 
knew  him  well,  to  be  fo  upright, 
as  never  to  border  upon  vice. 

He  was  ope  of  the  dudents  of 
Chrid  Church,  Oxford,  and  from 
thence  had  his  introdudion  into 
the  Secretary  of  State’s  office,  be¬ 
ing  nominated  by  that  univerlity 
to  anfwer  the  plan  of  government 
in  fending  fuch  a  given  number  of 


them  to  be  initiated  into  the  bu- 
ftnefs  of  the  date,  in  order  to 
qualify  them  for  foreign  embaffies. 
Lord  Townlhend,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  received  Mr. Wed  with  great 
marks  of  friendly  regard,  and  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  confidential  bu- 
finefs  at  his  own  houfe  ;  and  when 
his  lordfhip  attended  King  George 
the  Fird  to  Hanover,  Mr.  Wed 
accompanied  him.  This  gave  a 
fair  profped  for  Mr.  Wed’s  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  certainly  it  mud 
have  taken  place,  had  not  his  un¬ 
cle  Lord  Cobham  become  a  violent 
oppofer  of  adminidration.  Lord 
Townlhend,  in  confequence  of  it, 
told  Mr.  Wed  very  fairly,  that 
he  could  no  longer  give  fupport  to 
his  acknowledged  merit,  as  his 
uncle  dood  in  the  way  of  his  pro¬ 
motion,  and  any  favour  done  to 
him,  would  be  condrued  as  a 
ferviie  court  paid  to  Lord  Cob- 
ham.  Mr.  Gilbert  Wed  feeing 
that  he  mud  fall  a  facrifice  to  his 
alliance  with  Lord  Cobham,  quit¬ 
ted  the  fcene  of  public  bulinels, 
foon  after  married,  and  fixed  at 
Peckham  in  Kent  ;  where  his 
tranquil  life  was  rendered  truly 
pleafing,  by  books,  and  a  chofen 
few,  who  frequently  came  there, 
and  by  their  rational  and  unre- 
drained  converfe,  enjoyed  a  fe¬ 
licity  they  could  not  find  in  the 
bufy  world.  His  near  relation, 
and  long  tried  valuable  friend, 
George  Lyttelton,  reprefented  Mr. 
Wed  in  fo  advantageous  a  light 
to  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  in 
whofe  fervice  he  then  was,  that 
his  royal  highnefs,  on  Mr.  Lyttel¬ 
ton’s  recommendation,  authorifed 
him  to  acquaint  Mr.  Wed,  that 
he  intended  to  give  him  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  young  prince,  his 
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prefent  majefty.  This  being  com¬ 
municated  to  Mr.  Weft  by  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  he  took  very  deeply 
into  confideration  the  importance 
of  fuch  a  charge,  and  it  led  him 
to  conclude,  that  no  principles 
could  be  binding  on  the  human 
mind,  which  had  not  religion  for 
their  bafts.  He  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  find  out  the  true  one,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  reft  his  faith  upon  it,  give 
comfort  to  his  own  mind,  and 
qualify  himfelf  for  the  trull  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  repofed  in  him.  To  effeCl 
thefe  falutary  ends,  he  determin¬ 
ed  to  read  the  fcriptures  with  the 
utmoft  care,  believing,  if  they 
were  of  divine  infpiration,  all 
feeming  inconfiftencies  were  to  be 
reconciled.  Thefe  important  con- 
fiderations  he  offered  to  his  worthy 
good  friend,  George  Lyttelton, 
whofe  warm  and  excellent  heart 
exulted  on  the  noble  and  pious 
ideas  thrown  out  on  the  occaiion  ; 
and  there  enfued  between  thefe 
long  loved  and  efteemed  friends, 
the  moft  interefting  and  affeCting 
converfation,  which  the  perlon 
who  writes  this,  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  be  witnefs  to,  and  to  their 
refolutions,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  underrake  their  obfervations  on 
the  Refurreflion  and  St.  Paul  ; 
which  were  foon  after  given  to 
the  public,  in  1747.  In  the  year 
following,  the  University  of  Ox¬ 
ford  created  Mr.  Weft,  DoCtor  of 
Laws,  by  deploma.  The  appro¬ 
bation  given  to  thefe  performances, 
put  Mr.  Weft  upon  a  more  exten- 
five  plan,  as  the  cavillers  laid, 
all  obje£lion$  were  ilill  in  force, 
except  the  authenticity  of  the 
Jcfiptures  were  proved.  He  there¬ 
fore  begun  upon  that  great  work, 
but  got  no  farther  than  the  three 
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firft  chapters  in  Genefis,  it  pleafing 
the  all-wife  difpofer,  to  remove 
him  to  that  glorious  ftate,  where 
all  he  had  been  meditating  upon, 
in  this  imperfeCt  one,  was  no 
doubt  opened  to  his  view.  It  is 
impoflible  to  defcribe  the  heart¬ 
felt  delight  he  received  in  ftudy- 
ing  the  holy  fcriptures  ;  and  his 
mind  was  fo  illumined  with  thefe 
lacred  truths,  and  with  holding 
as  he  did  a  conftant  intercourfe 
with  the  Divine  Nature,  that  he 
fee»med  to  be  above  the  injuries 
of  fortune,  or  pains  of  ficknefs, 
looking  forwards  to  a  more  per¬ 
manent  condition.  His  fublime 
piety,  virtue,  amiable  and  chearful 
difpofition,  made  him  equally  be¬ 
loved  and  refpeCted  ;  nor  was  ever 
any  man  more  warmly  and  ten¬ 
derly  attached  to  his  friends  than 
he  was.  Mr.  Weft  had  too  much 
dignity  of  character,  to  admit  of 
pride  or  fupercilioufnefs  ;  never 
beholding  with  fcorn  the  imperfeCt 
characters,  or  imperfeCt  pleafures 
of  other  men  ;  he  enjoyed  with 
complacency,  himfelf,  the  inno¬ 
cent  pleafures  of  life,  whether 
prefented  to  him  under  the  form 
of  beautiful  nature,  or  ingenious 
art. 

To  an  early  friend fhip  with  the 
then  Duke  of  Devonfhire’s  fon, 
he  owed  the  being  appointed  one 
of  the  clerks  extraordinary  of  the 
privy  council,  the  duke  being  pre- 
fident  ;  and  to  Mr.  Pitt,  after¬ 
wards  Lord  Chatham,  he  was  in¬ 
debted,  for  his  being  Treafurer 
of  Chelfea  Hofpital.  But  as  the 
advantages  flowing  from  them 
came  to  him  very  late  in  life,  he 
may  be  faid  to  have  palled  almoft 
through  it  with  a  narrow  income. 
His  mind  however  being  rich  with 

knowledge 
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knowledge  and  content,  he  might 
be  deemed,  notwithftanding  his 
claim  to  a  high  fituation,  a  happv 
man  until  he  loft  his  only  child, 
a  fon  at  man’s  eftate,  in  whom  he 
had  placed  much  comfort  and  all 
his  hopes.  On  receiving  the  fa¬ 
tal  ftock  of  his  death.*  he  only 


< 


emphatically  fa'd,  “  My  dear  fon 
is  taken  to  a  better  rather and 
with  that  pious  reflection,  he  calm¬ 
ed  his  own  forrows,  and  thofe  of  his 
afflicted  wife  and  fympathizing 
friends.  He  furvived  his  fon  but 
one  year,  and  died  in  1750,  aged 
about  fifty. 
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On  the  Heat  of  the  TVater  in  the 
Gulf -ft  ream,  By  Charles  Blag- 
den,  M.  D.  Phyfecian  to  the  Ar¬ 
my,  F.R.S.  From  njol.  lxxi. 
■part  'll,  of  the  Fhiiofophical  'Tran- 
Jadions, 

ON  E  of  the  mod  remarkable 
fads  obferved  in  navigating 
the  ocean,  rs  that  conftant  and  ra¬ 
pid  current  which  fits  along  the 
coaft  of  North  America  to  the 
northward  and  eaftward,  and  is 
commonly  known  to  feamen  by 
the  name  of  the  Gulf-dream.  It 
fecms  juftly  attributed  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  trade-winds,  which 
blowing  from  the  eailern  quarter 
into  the  great  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
caufe  there  an  accumulation  of 
the  water  above  the  common  level 
of  the  fea  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  it  is  condantly  running  out 
by  the  channel  where  it  finds  lead 
refidance,  that  is,  through  the 
Gulf  of  Florida,  with  fuch  force 
as  to  continue  a  diftindt  dream  to 
a  very  great  didance.  Since  all 
fhips  going  from  Europe  to  any 
of  the  fouthern  provinces  of  North 
America  mud  crofs  this  current, 
and  are  materially  afleded  by  it 
in  their  courfe,  every  circumdance 
cf  its  motion  becomes  an  objedt 


highly  interefting  to  the  feaman, 
as  well  as  of  great  curiofity  to  the 
philofopher.  An obfervation which 
occurred  to  me  on  the  fpot  fuggeds 
a  new  method  of  invedigating  a 
matter  that  appears  fo  worthy  of 
attention. 

During  a  voyage  to  America  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1776,  I 
ufed  frequently  to  examine  the 
heat  of  fea-water  newly  drawn,  in 
order  to  compare  it  with  that  of 
the  air.  We  made  our  paffage  far 
to  the  fouthward.  In  this  fltua- 
tion,  the  greated  heat  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  which  I  obferved  was  fuch  as 
railed  the  quickfilver  in  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  thermometer  to  77T.  This 
happened  twice;  the  fird  time  on 
the  10th  of  April,  in  latitude  210 
1  o'  N.  and  longitude,  by  our 
reckoning,  520  W  ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  time,  three  days  afterwards, 
in  latitude  220  7'  and  longitude 
550;  but  in  general  the  heat  of 
the  fea  near  the  tropic  of  Cancer 
about  the  middle  of  April  was 
from  76°  to  770. 

The  rendezvous  appointed  for 
the  fleet  being  off  Cape  Fear,  our 
courfe,  on  approaching  the  Ame¬ 
rican  coad,  became  north-wed- 
ward.  On  the  23d  *  of  April  the 
heat  of  the  fea  was  740,  our  lati- 


to 

t  ■ 


*  From  the  difference  between  civil  and  nautical  time,  it  becomes  neeeffary 
obferve*  that  the  former  is  always  meant  in  this  paper. 

tude 
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tude  at  noon  28°  7'  N.  Next  day 
the  heat  was  onlyyi0;  we  were 
then  in  latitude  290  12';  the  heat 
ot  the  water,  therefore,  was  now 
leffening  very  faff  in  proportion 
to  the  change  of  latitude  The 
25th  our  latitude  was  310  3';  but 
though  we  had  thus  gone  almofc  20 
farther  to  the  northward,  the  heat 
of  the  fea  was  this  day  rather  in- 
creafed,  it  being  -j2°\n  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  72°!  in  the  evening. 
Next  day,  the  26th  of  April,  at 
half  after  eight  in  the  morning, 

I  again  plunged  the  thermometer 
into  fea-water,  and  was  greatly 
furprifed  to  fee  the  quickfilver  rife 
to  78°,  higher  than  I  had  ever 
ebferved  it,  even  within  the  tro¬ 
pic.  As  the  difference  was  too 
great  to  be  imputed  to  any  acci¬ 
dental  variation,  I  immediately 
conceived  that  we  muft  have  come 
into  the  Gulf-ftream,  the  water  of 
which  ftill  retained  great  part  of 
the  heat  that  it  had  acquired  in 
the  torrid  zone.  This  idea  was 
confirmed  by  the  fubfequent  regu¬ 
lar  and  quick  diminution  of  the 
heat;  the  {hip’s  run  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  had  leffened  it  2°  ;  the 
thermometer,  at  three  quarters 
after  eight,  being  railed  by  fea- 
water  frefh  drawn  only  to  jG0  ; 
by  nine  the  heat  was  reduced  to 
73%  ai]d  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
more,  to  71°  nearly:  all  this  time 
the  wind  blew  freih,  and  we  were 
going  feven  knots  an  hour  on  a 
north-weftern  courfe.  The  water 
now  began  to  lofe  the  fine  tran'f- 
parent  blue  colour  of  the  Ocean, 
and  to  affume  fomething  of  a 
green ifh  olive  tinge,  a  well-known 
indication  of  foundings.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  between  four  and  five  in 
the  afternoon  ground  was  ftruck 
with  the  lead  at  the  depth  of 
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eighty  fathom,  the  heat  of  the 
fea  being  then  reduced  to  69“. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  following 
night  and  next  day,  as  we  came 
into  fhallower  water  and  nearer 
tlie  land,  the  temperature  of  the 
fea  gradually  funk  to  65°,  which 
was  nearly  that  of  the  air  at  the 
time. 

Unfortunately  bad  weather  on 
the  26th  prevented  us  from  taking 
an  obfervation  of  the  fun;  but  on 
the  27th,  though  it  was  then  clou¬ 
dy  at  noon,  we  calculated  the  la¬ 
titude  from  two  altitudes,  and 
found  it  to  be  330  26"  N.  The 
difference  of  this  latitude  from 
that  which  we  had  obferved  on 
the  25th,  being  20  23 %  was  fo 
much  greater  than  could  be  de¬ 
duced  from  the  (hip’s  run  marked 
in  the  log-book,  as  to  convince 
the  feamen  that  we  had  been  fet 
many  miles  to  the  northward  by 
the  current.. 

On  the  25th  at  noon,  the  lon¬ 
gitude  by  our  reckoning  was  74° 
W.  and  I  believe  the  computation 
to  have  been  pretty  juft;  but  the 
foundings,  together  with  the  lati¬ 
tude,  will  determine  the  fpot 
where  rhefe  oblervations  were 
made  better  than  any  reckoning 
from  the  eaftward.  The  fhip’s 
run  on  the  26th,  from  nine  in  the 
forenoon  to  four  in  the  afternoon, 
was  about  ten  leagues  on  a  north- 
weft  by  north  courfe  ;  foon  after¬ 
wards  we  hove-to  in  order  to 
found,  and,  finding  bottom,  we 
vvent  very  flowly  all  night,  and 
till  noon  the  next  day. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  I 
think,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
the  Gulph-ftream,  about  the  33d 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the 
76  degree  of  longitude  weft  of 
Greenwich,  is,  in  the  month  of 

April, 
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natural 

April,  at  lea  ft  fix  degrees  hotter 
than  the  water  of  the  lea  through 
which  it  runs.  As  the  heat  of 
the  fea- water  evidently  began  to 
increafe  in  the  evening  of  the  2cth, 
and  as  the  obfervations  fhew  that 
we  were  getting  out  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  when  I  fir  ft  tried  the  heat  in 
the  morning  of  the  26th,  it  is  molt 
probable,  that  the  fhip’s  run  during 
the  night  is  nearly  the' breadth  of 
the  ftream  meafured  obliquely  a- 
crofs;  that,  as  it  blew  a  frefh 
breeze,  it  could  not  be  much  lefs 
than  twenty-five  leagues  in  fifteen 
hours,  the  diftance  of  time  be¬ 
tween  the  two  obfervations  of  the 
heat;,  and  hence  the  breadth  of 
the  ftream  may  be  efti mated  at 
twenty  leagues.  The  breadth  of 
the  Gulf  of  Florida,  which  evi¬ 
dently  bounds  the  ftream  at  its 
origin,  appears  by  the  charts  to 
be  two  or  three  miles  lefs  than 
this,  excluding  the  rocks  and  land- 
banks  which  furround  the  Bahama 
iflands,  and  the  fnallow  water  that 
extends  to  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  coaft  of  Florida  ;  and 
the  correfpondence  of  thefe  mea- 
fures  is  very  remarkable,  fince  the 
ftream,  from  well-known  prin- 
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ciples  of  hydraulics,  mud  gradu¬ 
ally  become  wider  as  it  gets  to  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  channel 
by  which  it  i flues. 

If  the  heat  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex¬ 
ico  was  known,  many  curious  cal¬ 
culations  might  be  formed  by  com¬ 
paring  it  with  that  of  the  current. 
The  mean  heat  of  Spanifti-town 
and  Kingfton  in  Jamaica  feems 
not  to  exceed  810*;  that  of  St. 
Domingo  on  the  fea  coaft  may  be 
eftimated  at  the  fame  from  Monf- 
Godin’s  obfervations  f  ;  but  as  the 
coaft  of  the  continent  which 
bounds  the  gulf  to  the  weftward 
and  fouthward  is  probably  warmer, 
perhaps  a  degree  or  two  may  be 
allowed  lor  the  mean  temperature 
of  the  climate  over  the  whole  bay: 
let  it  be  dated  at  82°  or  83°.  Now 
there  feems  to  be  great  probability 
in  the  fuppofition  that  the  fea,  at 
a  certain  comparatively  fmall  dif¬ 
tance  below  its  furface,  agrees  in 
heat  pretty  nearly  with  the  ave¬ 
rage  temperature  of  the  air  during 
the  whole  year  in  that  part ;  and 
hence  it  may  be  conjectured,  that 
the  general  heat  of  the  water,  as 
it  1  flues  out  of  the  bay  to  form  the 
ftream,  is  about  82°  J,  the  fmall 


,  *  Hlftory  of  Jamaica,  London,  177^  vol.  III.  p.  652,  653.  The  different 
observations  of  the  heat  recorded  in  that  work  do  not  agree  together;  but  thole 
adopted  here  are  taken  from  that  feries  which  appeared  to  me  the  mod  correft. 

f  Monf.  Godin’s  experiments  upon  the  pendulum  were  made  at  the  Petit 
Goave.  They  continued  from  the  24th  of  Auguft  to  the  4th  of  September,  and 
the  average  heat  during  that  time  was  fuch  as  is  indicated  by  25°‘of  Monf  de 

Reaumur’s  thermometer  (fee  Mem.  Acad.  Scienc.  1735,  p.  5i7.)  According  to 

Monl.  deLuc  s  calculation  (fee  Modifications  de  l’Atmofpere,  vol.  I.  p.  -Gg.) 
the  25th  degree  of  Monf.  de  Reaumur’s  true  thermometer  anfwers  to  about  the 
85th  of  Fahrenheit’s  ;  but  the  average  heat  in  Jamaica  during  the  months  of 
Auguit  and  September  is  alfo  85°  ;  hence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  mean  heat 
tor  the  whole  year  is  nearly  the  fame  on  the  fea-coafts  in  both  iflands. 

t  I  he  loweft  calculation  of  the  mean  temperature  of  the  gulf  is  preferred  on 
t  is  occahon,  becatife  of  the  conftant  influx  of  new  water  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  produced  hy  the  trade-winds  ;  which  water  not  having  been  near  any  land 
mint,  I  think,  be  fenfibly  cooler  than  that  which  has  remamed  fome  time  in- 
cloicd  in  the  bay.  On  this  fubjeffc  the  obfervations  made  by  Alexander  Da!- 
rymple,  Efq.  relative  to  the  heat  of  the  fea  near  the  Coaft  of'  Guinea,  ought  to 
be  conlulted  (lee  Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  LXVUL  p.  3^4,  &c.) 
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variations  of  temperature  on  the 
furface  not  being  fuffieient  to  af- 
fe£l  materially  that  of  the  general 
mafs.  At  the  tropic  of  Cancer  I 
found  the  heat  to  be  770  ;  the 
dream,  therefore,  in  its7  whole 
courfe  from  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been 
conftantly  running  through  water 
from  40  to  6°  colder  than  itf'elf, 
and  yet  it  had  loft  only  4b  of  heat, 
though  the  furrounding  water, 
where  I  obferved  it,  was  io°  be¬ 
low  the  fuppofed  original  tempe¬ 
rature  of  the  water  which  forms 
the  current.  From  this  fmali  di¬ 
minution  of  the  heat,  in  a  dif- 
tance,  probably  of  360  miles,  fome 
idea  may  be  acquired  of  the  vaft 
body  of  fluid  which  fets  out  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  great 
velocity  of  its  motion  *  Numerous 
obfervations  on  the  temperature  of 
this  ftream,  in  every  pare  of  it, 
and  at  different  feafons  of  the  year, 
compared  with  the  heat  of  the 
water  in  the  furrounding  feas, 
both  within  and  without  the 
tropic,  would  j  I  apprehend,  be  the 
beft  means  of  afeertaining  its  na¬ 
ture,  and  determining  every  ma¬ 
terial  circumftance  of  its  move¬ 
ment,  efpecially  if  the  efredl  of 
the  current  in  pufhing  fhips  to  the 
northward  is  carefully  attended  to, 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  obfer¬ 
vations  upon  its  heat. 

On  the  25th  of  September, 
1777,  as  the  fhips  which  had 
tranfported  Sir  William  Howe’s 
army  up  Chefepeak  Bay  were  re¬ 
turning  toward  the  Delaware, 
with  the  fick  and  jftores,  they  were 
overtaken,  between  Cape  Charles 
aed  Cape  Hinlopen,  by  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which,  after  fome 
variation,  fixed  ultimately  .  at 
N.  N.  F>.  and  continued  five  days 


without  intermiffion.  It  blew  fo 
hard  that  we  were  conftantly  lofmg 
ground,  and  driving  to  the  fouth- 
wardu  we  alfo  purpofely  made 
iome  eafting  to  keep  clear  of  the 
dangerous  fhoals  which  lie  off 
Cape  Hatteras. 

The  28th  at  noon  our  latitude 
was  36°  40'  N.  and  the  heat  of 
the  fea  all  day  about  65°.  On 
the  29th  our  latitude  was  3 6J  2' ; 
we  had,  therefore,  in  the  courfe 
of  thefe  twenty-four  hours,  been 
driven  by  the  wind  38  nautical 
miles  to  the  fouthw&rd  :  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  fea  continued 
nearly  at  65°.  Next  day,  the 
30th,  our  latitude  at  noon  was 
350  44%  only  18  miles  farther  to 
the  fouthward,  though  in  the 
opinion  of  the  feamen  aboard,  as 
well  as  my  own,  it  had  blown  at 
leaft  as  hard  on  this  as  any  of  the 
preceding  days,  and  we  had  not 
been  able  to  carry  more  fail  ;  con- 
fequently  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  fome  current  had  fet  the  fhip 
20  miles  to  the  northward. 
To  know  whether  this  was  the 
Gulf-ftream,  let  us  confult  the 
thermometer.  At  half  after  nine 
in  the  forenoon  of  this  day  the 
heat  of  this  water  was  76°,  no  lefs 
than  eleven  degrees  above  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  fea  before  we  came 
into  the  current ! 

Towards  evening  the  wind 
fell,  and  we  flood  N.  W.  by 
N.  clofe-hauled.  As  the  fea 
Hill  ran  very  high,  and  the  fhip 
fcarcely  went  above  two  knots  an 
hour,  we  did  not  make  lefs  than 
three  points  of  lee-way  on  this 
tack  ;  the  courfe  we  made  good, 
therefore  was  W.  N.  W.  which 
on  the  diftance  run  b\  noon  next 
day,  gave  us  about  fix  teen  miles 
0 $  northing',  but  that  day,  the  ift 
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of  October,  our  latitude  was  36° 
22  ,  38  miles  farther  to  the  north 
than  we  had  been  the  day  before  ; 
the  difference,  22  miles,  mull  be 
attributed  to  the  Gulf-dream. — 
This,  however,  is  only  part  of 
the  effeft  which  the  cuirent  would 
have  produced  upon  the  fhip  if 
we  had  continued  in  it  the  whole 
four  and  twenty  hours  ;  for, 
though  we  were  itill  in  the  dream 
at  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  as  appeared  by  the  heat  of 
the  water  being  then  above  7 50, 
and  at  eight  in  the  evening  the 
heat  being  Hill  74°,  yet  by  feven 
next  morning  we  were  certainly 
got  clear  of  it,  the  heat  of  the  fea 
being  then  reduced  to  its  former 
ftandard  of  65°.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  therefore,  we  did  not  crofs 
the  dream,  but  having  fallen-in 
with  it  obliquely  on  the  weflern 
fide,  we  pufhed  out  again  on  the 
fame  fide  as  foon  as  the  gale 
abated. 

Thefe  obfervations  having  been 
made  three  degrees  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  my  former  ones,  it  is  cu¬ 
rious  to  obferve,  that  the  heat  of 
the  Gulf- dream  was  about  20  lefs. 
The  fealons  of  the  year,  indeed, 
were  very  different ;  but,  perhaps, 
under  fuch  circumdances  that  their 
effedfs  were  nearly  balanced.  In 
the  latter  obfervations  the  meri¬ 
dian  altitude  of  the  fun  was  lefs  ; 
but  then  a  hot  fummer  preceded 
them  :  whereas  in  the  former, 
though  the  fun’s  power  was  be¬ 
come  very  great,  yet  the  winter 
had  been  pad  but  a  fhort  time. 
Calculating  upon  this  proportion 
we  may  be  le  to  fufpedt,  that 
about  the  27th  degree  of  latitude, 
which  is  as  ioon  as  the  ft,  earn  has 
got  clear  of  the  Gulf  <  f  Florida, 
it  begins  fendbiy  to  lole  its  heat 
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from  82°,  the  fuppofed  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
continues  to  lofe  it  at  the  rate  of 
about  20  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale  to 
every  30  of  latitude,  with  fome 
variation,  probably  as  the  fur¬ 
rounding  fea,  and  the  air,  are 
warmer  or  colder  at  different  fea- 
fons  of  the  year. 

The  preceding  fadls  had  made 
me  very  defirous  of  obferving  the 
heat  of  the  Gulf-dream  on  my 
paffage  homeward  ;  but  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which  came  on  two 
days  after  we  had  failed  from  San¬ 
dy  Flook,  difabled  every  perfon 
aboard,  who  knew  how  to  handle 
a  thermometer,  from  keeping  the: 
deck.  The  mader  of  the  fhip, 
however,  an  intelligent  man,  to 
whom  I  had  communicated  my 
views,  allured  me,  that  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  gale  the  water 
felt  to  him  remarkably  warm  5 
we  were  then  near  the  70th  degree 
of  weft  longitude.  This  agrees 
very  well  with  the  common  remark 
of  feamen,  who  alledge,  that  they 
are  frequently  fendble  of  the 
Gulf-dream  od'  Nantucket  fhoals, 
a  didance  of  more  than  1000  miles 
from  the  Gulf  of  Florida  !  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  calculation  I  have 
before  adopted  of  a  lofs  of  two 
degrees  of  heat  for  every  30  of  la¬ 
titude,  the  temperature  of  the 
Gulf-dream  here  would  be  nearly 
730  ;  the  difference  of  which  from 
590,  the  heat  that  I  obferved  in 
the  fea-vvater  both  before  and  after 
the  gale,  might  eafily  be  perceived 
by  the  mader  of  the  veffel.'  This 
was  in  the  winter  feafon,  at  the 
end  of  December. 

An  opinion  prevails  among  fea¬ 
men,  that  there  is  fomething  pe¬ 
culiar  in  the  weather  about  the 
Gulf-dream.  As  far  as  I  could 

judge. 


64  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


judge,  the  heat  of  the  air  was 
conflderably  increafed  by  it,  as 
might  be  expelled ;  but  whether 
to  a  degree  or  extent  fufficient  for 
producing  any  material  changes  in 
the  atmofphere  muft  be  determined 
by  future  obfervations. 

Perhaps  other  currents  may  be 
found  which,  iffuing  from  places 
warmer  or  colder  than  the  fur¬ 
rounding  fea,  differ  from  it  in 
their  temperature,  fo  much  as  to  be 
difeovered  by  the  thermometer. 
Should  there  be  many  fuch,  this 
inftrument  will  come  to  be  ranked 
among  the  mod  valuable  at  fea  ; 
as  the  difficulty  of  afcertaining 
currents  is  well  known  to  be  one 
of  the  greateft  defeats  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  art  of  navigation. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hone  the 
obfervations  which  have  been  here 
related  are  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
in  eroding  the  Gulf-ltream  very 
effentia!  advantages  may  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  ufe  of  the  thermo¬ 
meter  :  for  if  the  maker  of  a  lhip, 
bound  to  any  of  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  North  America,  will  be 
careful  to  try  the  heat  of  the  fea 
frequently,  he  mull  difeover  very 
accurately  his  entrance  into  the 
Gulf-flream,  bv  the  hidden  in- 
creafe  of  the  heat;  and  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fame  experiments  will 
fhew  him,  with  equal  exaCtnefs, 
how  long  he  remains  in  it.  Hence 
he  will  always  be  able  to  make  a 
proper  allowance  for  the  number 
of  miles  that  the  fhip  is  fet  to  the 
northward,  by  multiplying  the 
time  into  the  velocity  of  the  cur¬ 
rent.  Though  this  velocity  is  hi¬ 
therto  very  imperfectly  known,  for 
wantoffome  method  of  determining 
how  long  the  current  aCted  upon 
the  fhips,  yet  all  uncertainty 
arifing  from  thence  mull  foon 
ceafe,  as  a  few  experiments  upon 


the  heat  of  the  dream,  compared 
with  the  (hip’s  run  checked  by  ob¬ 
fervations  of  the  latitude,  will 
afeertain  its  motion  with  fumcient 
precifion.  From  differences  in  the 
wind,  and  perhaps  other  circum- 
ltances,  it  is  probable,  that  there 
may  be  fome  variations  in  the  ve¬ 
locity  of  the  current ;  and  it  will 
be  curious  to  obferve,  whether 
thefe  variations  may  not  frequently 
be  pointed  out  by  a  difference  in 
its  temperature ;  as  the  quicker 
the  current  moves,  the  lefts  heat 
is  likely  to  be  loft,  and  confe- 
quently  the  hotter  will  the  water 
be.  In  this  obiervadon,  however, 
the  feafon  of  the  year  mull  always 
be  confidered  ;  partly,  becaufe  it 
may,  perhaps,  in  fome  degree -af¬ 
fect  the  original  temperature  of 
the  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
but  principally,  becaufe  the  aCtual 
heat  of  the  itream  muft  be  greater 
or  lefs  in  proportion  as  the  tract  of 
the  fea  through  which  it  has  flown 
was  warmer  or  colder.  In  winter, 
I  fhould  fuppofe,  that  the  heat  of 
the  ftream  itfelf  would  be  rather 
lefs  than  in  fummer  ;  but  that  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  fur¬ 
rounding  fea  would  be  much 
greater ;  and  I  can  conceive  that, 
in  the  middle  of  fummer,  though 
the  ftream  had  loft  very  little  of  its 
original  heat,  yet  the  fea  might, 
in  fome  parts,  acquire  fo  nearly 
the  fame  temperature,  as  to  render 
it  fcarcely  polfible  to  diftinguifti  by 
the  thermometer  when  a  fhip  en¬ 
tered  into  the  current. 

Befides  the  convenience  of  cor¬ 
recting  a  fhip’s  courfe,  by  know¬ 
ing  how  to  make  a  proper  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  diftance  (he  is  fet  to 
the  northward  by  the  current,  a 
method  of  determining  with  cer¬ 
tainty  when  (he  enters  into  the 
Gulf-ftream  is  attended  with  the 
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further  ineftimable  advantage  of 
fhevving  her  place  upon  the:  ocean 
in  the  inoft  critical  iituation  :  for, 
as  the  current  fets  along  the  coaft 
of  America  at  no  great  diftance 
from  foundings,  the  mariner,  when 
he  finds  this  fudden  increale  of 
heat  in  the  fea,  will  be  warned  of 
his  approach  to  the  coaft,  and  will 
thus  have  timely  notice  to  take 
the  neceftary  precautions  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  veffel.  As  the 
courfe  of  the  Gulf  -  ftream  comes 
to  be  more  accurately  known,  from 
repeated  obfervations  of  the  heat 
and  latitudes,  this  method  of  de¬ 
termining  the  fhip’s  place  will  be 
proportion  ably  more  applicable  to 
ufe.  And  it  derives  additional 
importance  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  American  coaft, 
which,  from  the  mouth  of  the  De¬ 
laware  to  the  fouthernmoft  point 
of  Florida,  is  every  where  low, 
and  befet  with  frequent  fhoals, 
running  out  fo  far  into  the  fea 
that  a  veffel  may  be  aground  in 
many  places  where  the  ftiore  is 
not  to  be  diftinguifhed  even  from 
the  maft-head.  The  Gulf-ftream, 
therefore,  which  has  hitherto  ferved 
only  to  increafe  the  perplexities 
of  feamen,  will  now,  if  thefe  obfer¬ 
vations  are  found  to  be  juft  in  prac¬ 
tice,  become  one  of  the  chief  means 
of  their  prefervation  upon  that  dan¬ 
gerous  coaft. 


Account  of  a  Child  ^wbo  had  the  Small¬ 
pox  in  the  Womb.  In  a  Letter  from 
William  W right,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
to  John  Hunter,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.from 
the  fame . 

Southampton-buildings,  Hol- 
S  I  R,  born,  Feb.  27,  1781. 

HAVE  read  with  much  pleafure 
and  information  Mrs.  Ford’s 

Vol.  XXV. 
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cafe,  which  you  publifhed  in  Phil, 
Tranf.  vol.  LXX.  p.  iz8.  From  the 
fatfts  ycu  have  adduced  it  amounts 
to  a  certainty,  that  her  fcetus  had 
received  the  variolous  infe&ion  in 
the  womb. 

This  induces  me  to  lay  before 
you  a  fmgular  cafe,  that  fell  under 
my  care  l’ome  years  ago.  J  am 
forry  I  cannot  be  more  particular* 
having  unfortunately  loft  all  my 
books  and  my  notes  of  practice  of 
this  cafe  and  feveral  others,  by 
the  capture  of  the  convoy  on  the 
9th  of  laft  Auguft.  ' 

In  1768  the  fmall-pox  was  fo 
general  in  Jamaica,  that  very  few 
people  efcaped.  the  contagion.  A- 
bout  the  middle  of  June,  Mr.  Pe- 
jterkin,  merchant  at  Martha-brae, 
in  the  parilh  of  Trelawney,  got 
about  fifty  new  negroes  out  of  a 
fhip  :  foon  after  they  landed,  fe¬ 
veral  were  taken  ill  of  a  fever, 
and  the  fmall-pox  appeared ;  the 
others  were  immediately  inocu¬ 
lated.  Amongft  the  number  of 
thofe  who  had  the  difeafe  in  the 
natural  way,  was  a  woman  of 
about  twenty  -  two  years  of  age, 
and  big  with  child.  The  eruptive 
fever  was  flight,  and  the  fmall** 
pox  had  appeared  before  I  favv 
her.  They  were  few,  diftin£t  and 
large,  and  file  went  through  the 
difeafe  with  very  little  trouble, 
till  on  the  fourteenth  day  from 
the  eruption  fhe  was  attacked  with 
a  fever,  which  lafted  only  a  few 
hours.  She  was,  however,  the 
fame  day  taken  in  labour,  and 
delivered  of  a  female  child  with 
the  fmall-pox  on  her  whole  body, 
head  and  extremities.  They  were 
diftinbt  and  very  large,  fuch  as  they 
commonly  appear  on  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day  in  favourable  cafes. 
The  child  was  ftnall  and  weakly; 
lhe  could  fuck  but  little ;  a  wet 
F  nurfe 
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nurfe  was  procured,  a?id  every  pof- 
jlble  care  taken  of  this  infant, 
but  fhe  died  the,  third  day  after 
fhe  was  born.  The  mother  reco¬ 
vered,  and  is  now  the  property  of 
Alexander  Peterkin,  Efq.  in  St. 
James’s  parifh. , 

In  the  ccurfe  of  many  years 
practice  in  Jamaica,  I  have  re¬ 
marked,  that  where  pregnant  wo¬ 
men  had  been  feized  with  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall  pox,  or  been  by  miltake 
inoculated,  that  they  generally  mif- 
carried  in  the  time  of,  or  foon 
lifter,  the  eruptive  fever ;  but  I 
never  faw  any  figns  of  fmall -pox  on 
any  of  their  bodies,  except  on  the 
child’s  above  mentioned. 

I  am.  Sec. 

'y*. n~  1  ~  - - -  - - - - —  n-,  ...  .r 

'Natural  Hijlory  of  the  Infect  which 
,  produces  the  Gum  Lacca.  By  Mr, 
James  Kerr,  of  Patna  ;  communi¬ 
cated  'iy  Sir  jofeph  Banks,  P.  R.  $, 
from  the  jams. 

Coccus  Lacca. 

Head  &  H  E  head  and  trunk 
Trunk.’]  j[  form  one  uniform, 
oval,  comprcfied,  red  body,  of  the 
fhape  and  magnitude  of  a  very  fmall 
loufe,  confuting  of  twelve  tranf- 
verfe  rings.  The  back  is  cari¬ 
nate  ;  the  belly  flat ;  the  antennae 
half  the  length  of  the  body,  fili¬ 
form,  truncated,  and  diverging, 
fending  off  two,  often  three,  de¬ 
licate,  diverging  hairs,  longer  than 
the  antenna?.  The  mouth  and  eyes 
could  not  be  feen  with  the  naked- 
eye. 

TailS]  The  tail  is  a  little  white 
point,  fending  off  two  horizontal 
hairs  as  long  as  the  body. 

Feet.]  It  has  three  pair  of  limbs, 
half  the  length  of  the  mieft. 


I  have  often  obferved  the  birth 
of  thefe  infedts,  but  never  could 
fee  any  with  wings ;  nor  could  I 
find  any  dillinction  of  fexes,  nor 
obferve  their  connubial  rites :  na¬ 
ture  and  analogy  feem  to  point  out 
a  deficiency  in  my  obfervations, 
poflibly  owing  to  the  minutenefs 
of  the  objedt,  and  want  of  proper 
glaffes. 

Changed]  This  infedt  is  deferibed 
in  that  liate  in  which  it  fallies  forth 
from  the  womb  of  the  parent  in  the 
months  of  November  and  Decem¬ 
ber.  They  traverfe  the  branches 
of  the  trees  upon  which  they  were 
produced  for  feme  time,  and  then 
fix  themfelves  upon  the  fucculent 
extremities  of  the  young  branches. 
By  the  middle  of  January  they  are 
all  fixed  in  their  proper  fituations, 
they  appear  as  plump  as  before, 
but  fliew  no  other  marks  of  life. 
The  limbs,  antennae,  and  feta;  of 
the  tail  are.  no  longer  to  be  feen. 
Around  their  edges  they  are  en¬ 
vironed  with  a  fpifiid  fubpellucid 
liquid,  which  feems  to  glue  them 
to  the  branch :  it  is  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  this  liquid,  which 
forms  a  compleat  cell  for  each  in¬ 
fect,  and  is  what  is  called  Gum 
Lacca.  About  the  middle  of 
March  the  cells  are  completely 
formed,  and  the  infedt  is  in  ap¬ 
pearance  an  oval,  fmooth,  red 
bag,  without  life,  about  the  fize 
of  a  fmall  cuchanical  infedt,  emar- 
ginated  at  the  obtufe  end,  full  of 
a  beautiful  red  liquid.  In  Octo¬ 
ber  and  November  we  find  about 
twenty  or  thirty  oval  eggs,  or 
rather  young  grubs,  within  the 
red  fluid  of  the  mother.  When 
this  fluid  is  all  expended,  the 
young  infedts  pierce  a  hole  through 
the  back  of  their  mother,  and 
walk  off  one  by  one,  leaving  their 
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exuviae  behind,  which  is  that  white 
membraneous  fubdance  found  in 
the  empty  cells  of  the  Stick  Lac. 

Place. ~\  The  infects  are  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  four  trees, 

1.  Ficus  Relmiofa,  Linnsei.  In 
Hindoftan,  Pipul.  Banyan  Tree. 

2.  Ficus  Indica,  Linnaei.  In 
Hindodan,  Bhur.  Banyan  Tree. 

3.  Plafo  Hortus  Malabarici.  By 
the  natives,  Prafo. 

4.  Rhamnus  Jujuba,  Linnaei. 
In  Hindollanick,  Beyr. 

The  infedts  generally  fix  them- 
felves  fo  clofe  together,  and  in 
fuch  numbers,  that  1  imagine, 
only  one  in  fix  can  have  room  to 
compleat  her  cell :  the  others  die, 
and  are  eat  up  by  various  infedts. 
The  extreme  branches  appear  as 
if  they  were  covered  with  a  red 
daft,  and  their  fap  is  fo  much  ex- 
haulted,  that  they  wither  and  pro¬ 
duce  no  fruit,  the  leaves  drop  off, 
or  turn  to  a  dirty  black  colour. 
Thele  infects  are  tranfplanted  by 
birds :  if  they  perch  upon  thele 
branches,  they  mud  carry  off  a 
number  of  the  infedts  upon  their 
feet  to  the  next  tree  they  reft 
upon.  It  is  worth  obferving,  that 
thefe  fig  trees  when  wounded  drop 
a  milky  juice,  which  inibmtly  co¬ 
agulates  into  a  vifcid  ropy  fub- 
Itance,  which,  hardened  in  the 
open  air,  is  fimilar  to  the  cell  of 
the  Coccus  Lacca.  The  natives 
boil  this  milk  with  oils  into  a 
bird-lime,  which  will  catch  pea¬ 
cocks  or  the  larged  birds. 

A  red  medicinal  gum  is  pro¬ 
cured  by  incifion  from  the  Plafo 
'Free,  fo  fimilar  to  the  Gum  Lacca 
that  it  may  readily  be  taken  for 
the  fame  fubitance.  Hence  it  is 
probable,  that  thofe  infedis  have 
little  trouble  in  animalizing  the 
fap  of  thefe  trees  in  the  formation 


67 

of  their  cells.  The  Gum  Lacca 
is  rarely  feen  upon  the  Rhamnus 
Jujuba;  and  it  is  inferior  to  what 
is  found  upon  the  other  trees. 
The  Gum  Lacca  of  this  country 
is  principally  found  upon  the  un¬ 
cultivated  mountains  on  both  fides 
the  Ganges,  where  bountiful  na¬ 
ture  has  produced  it  in  fuch  abun¬ 
dance,  that  was  the  confumption 
ten  times  greater,  the  markets 
might  be  fupplied  by  this  minute 
infedt.  The  only  trouble  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  Lac  is  in  breaking  down 
the  branches,  and  carrying  them 
to  market.  The  prefent  price  in 
Dacca  is  about  twelve  {hillings  the 
hundred  pounds  weight,  although 
it  is  brought  from  the  didant 
country  of  AiTam.  The  bed  Lac 
is  of  a  deep  red  colour.  If  it  is 
pale,  and  pierced  at  top,  the  value 
diminifhes,  becaufe  the  infedls  have 
left  their  cells,  2nd  confequently 
they  can  be  of  no  ufe  as  a  dye  or 
colour  but  probably  they  are 
better  for  varnifhes. 

This  infedt  and  its  cell  has  gone 
under  the  various  names  of  Gum 
Lacca,  Lack,  Loc  Tree.  In  Ben¬ 
gal,  La  ;  and  by  the  Englifh  it  is 
didinguilhed  into  four  kinds. 

id.  Stick  Lac,  which  is  the  na¬ 
tural  date  from  which  ail  the 
others  are  formed. 

2d.  Seed  Lac  is  the  cells  fep a- 
rated  from  the  dicks. 

3d.  Lump  Lac  is  Seed  L?\c  li¬ 
quified  by  fire,  and  formed  into 
cakes. 

4th.  Shell  Lac  is  the  cells  li¬ 
quified,  drained,  and  formed  into 
thin  transparent  laminae  in  the 
following  manner.  Separate  the 
cells  from  the  branches,  break 
them  into  fmail  pieces,  throw  them, 
into  a  tub  of  water  for  one  day, 
wadi  oft'  the  red  water  and  dry 
'  F  2.  '  the* 
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the  Cells,  and  with  them  fill  a 
cylindrical  tube  of  cotton  cloth, 
two  feet  long,  and  one  or  two 
inches  in  diameter;  tie  both  ends, 
turn  the  bag  over  a  charcoal  lire  ; 
as  the  Lac  liquifies  twill  the  bag, 
and  when  a  fufficient  quantity  has 
tranfuded  the  pores  of  the  cloth, 
lay  it  upon  a  fmooih  junk  of  the 
Plantain  Tree  (Mufa  Paradifiaca, 
Linnaei),  and  with  a  krip  of  the 
Plantain  leaf  draw  it  into  a  thin 
lamella;  take  it  off  while  flexible, 
for  in  a  minute  it  will  be  hard  and 
brittle.  The  value  of  Shell  Lac  is 
according  to  its  tranfparency, 

Ufe  to  the  hatives.]  This  is  one 
of  the  moll  ufeful  infedts  yet  dis¬ 
covered. 

Ornaments .]  The  natives  corr- 
fume  a  great  quantity  of  Shell  Lac 
in  making  ornamental  rings,  paint¬ 
ed  and  gilded  in  various  takes,  to 
decorate  the  arms  of  the  ladies ;  and 
it  is  formed  into  beads,  fpiral  and 
linked  chains  for  necklaces,  and 
other  female  ornaments. 

Sealing  Wax.]  Take  a  kick,  and 
beat  one  end  of  it  upon  a  charcoal 
fire  ;  put  upon  it  a  few  leaves  of  the 
Shell  Lac  faftened  above  the  lire; 
keep  alternately  heating  and  add¬ 
ing  more  Shell  Lac,  until  you  have 
got  a  mads  of  three  or  four  pounds 
of  liquified  Shell  Lac  upon  the  end 
of  your  kick  *.  Knead  this  upon 
a  wetted  board  with  three  ounces 
of  levigated  cinnabar,  form  it  into 
cylindrical  pieces ;  and,  to  give 
them  a  polilh,  rub  them  while  hot 
with  a  cotton  cloth. 

Japanning ,]  Take  a  lump  of 
Shell  Lac,  prepared  in  the  manner 
of  fealing-wax,  with  whatever  co¬ 
lour  you  pleafe,  fix  it  upon  the  end 
&f  a  kick,  heat  the  poiifhed  wood 


over  a  charcoal  lire,  and  rub  it  over 
with  the  half-melted  Lac,  and 
polilh,  by  rubbing  it  even  with  a 
piece  of  c  folded  Plantain  leaf  held 
in  the  hand  ;  heating  the  lacquer, 
and  adding  more  Lac  as  occafion 
requires.  Their  figures  are  formed 
by  Lac,  charged  with  various  co¬ 
lours  in  the  fame  manner. 

Varnijh- .]  In  ornamenting  their 
images  and  religious  houfes,  Sec. 
they  make  ufe  of  very  thin  beat 
lead,  which  they  cover  with  vari¬ 
ous  varnifnes,  made  of  Lac  charged 
with  colours.  The  preparation  of 
them  is  kept  a  fecret.  The  leaf 
of  lead  is  laid  upon  a  fmooth  iron 
beated  by  fire  below,  while  they 
fpread  the  varnilh  upon  it. 

‘Grindjhnes.]  Take  of  river  fand 
three  parts,  of  Seed  Lac  walked  one 
part,  mix  them  over  the  fire  in  a 
pot,  and  form  the  mafs  into  the 
kiape  of  a  grindkone,  having  a 
fquare  hole  in  the  center,  fix  it  on 
an  axis  with  liquified  Lac,  heat  the 
kone  moderately,  and  by  turning 
the  axis  it  may  eafily  be  formed  into 
an  exadl  orbicular  fhape,  Polic¬ 
ing  grindkones  are  made  only  of 
fuch  land  as  will  pafs  eafily  through 
fine  mu  kin,  in  the  proportion  of 
two  parts  fand  to  one  of  Lac. 
This  fand  is  found  at  RagimauL 
It  is  compofed  of  fmall  angular 
cryllalline  particles,  tinged  red 
with  iron,  two  parts  to  one  of 
black  magnetic  fand. 

The  kone- cutters,  inkead  of 
fand,  ufe  the  powder  of  a  very 
hard  granite  called  Corune.. 

Thefe  grindkones  cut  very  faff. 
When  they  want  to  increafe  their 
power  they  throw  fand  upon  them, 
or  let  them  occalionally  touch  the- 
edge  of  a  vitrified  brick.  The 


*  In  this  manner  Lump  Lac  is  formed  from  Seed  Lac. 
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fame  compofition  is  formed  upon 
Hicks,  for  cutting  Hones,  fliells,  & c. 
fey  the  hand. 

Painting .]  Take  one  gallon  of 
the  red  liquid  from  the  lint  wattling 
for  Shell  Lac,  flrain  it  through  a 
cloath,  and  let  it  boil  for  a  fhort 
time,  then  add  half  an  ounce  of 
foap  earth  (fofiil  alkali) ;  boil  an 
hour  more,  and  add  three  ounces 
of  powdered  load  (bark  of  a  tree)  ; 
boil  a  Ihort  time,  let  it  Hand  all 
night,  and  drain  next  day.  Eva¬ 
porate  three  quarts  of  milk,  with¬ 
out  cream,  to  two  quarts  upon  a 
flow  fire,  curdle  it  with  four  milk, 
and  let  it  Hand  for  a  day  or  two ; 
then  mix  it  with  the  red  li¬ 
quid  above  mentioned ;  drain  them 
through  a  cloth,  add  to  the  mix¬ 
ture  one  ounce  and  an  half  of 
allum,  and  the  juice  of  eight  or 
ten  lemons :  mix  the  whole,  and 
throw  it  into  a  cloth-bag  Hrainer. 
The  blood  of  the  infedt  forms  a 
coagulum  with  the  cafeous  part  of 
the  milk,  and  remains  in  the  bag, 
while  a  limpid  acid  water  drains 
from  it.  The  coagulum  is  dried 
in  the  (hade,  and  is  ufed  as  a  red 
colour  in  painting  and  colouring. 

Dying.  ]  Take  one  gallon  of  the 
red  liquid  prepared  as  before  with¬ 
out  milk,  to  which  add  three  ounces 
of  allum.  Boil  three  or  four  ounces 
of  tamarinds  in  a  gallon  of  water, 
and  drain  the  liquor.  Mix  equal 
parts  of  the  red  liquid  and  ta¬ 
marind  water  over  a  hrifk  fire.  In 
this  mixture  dip  and  wring  the  filk 
alternately  until  it  has-  received  a 

J 

proper  quantity  of  the  dye.  To 
increafe  the  colour,  increafe  the 
proportion  of  the  red  liquid,  and 
let  the  filk  boil  a  few  minutes  in 
the  mixture.  To  make  the  filk 
hold  the  colour,  they  boil  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  the  bark  called  load  in 
water,  Hrain  the  decodiion,  and 


add  cold  water  to  it ;  dip  the 

dried  filk  into  this  liquid  feveral 

times,  and  then  dry  it.  Cotton 

cloths  are  dyed  in  this  manner ; 

*  * 

but  the  dye  is  not  fo  lading;  as  in. 
filk. 

Spanijb  Wool. ]  The  Lac  colour  is 
preferved  by  the  natives  upon  flakes 
of  cotton  dipped  repeatedly  into  a 
Hrong  folution  of  the  Lac  Infedt  in 


water,  and  then  dried. 

Ufe  to  the  Europeans .]  See  Eu¬ 
ropean  authors. 


Account  of  two  remarkable  Cafes ,  re¬ 
lated  by  Boerhaave,  of  the  Baron 
Van  Waffenaer,  and  the  Marquifs 
of  St.  Auban  ;  from  Dr.  Zimmer- 
mann’s  E r  e  at  if e  on  Experience  in 
Phyfc  ;  tr-anfated  frbm  the  Ger¬ 
man. 

THE  Baron  Van  Waffenaer, 
Admiral  of  Holland,  a  man 
of  a  fober  difpofition,  fubjedt  to 
attacks  of  the  gout,  in  other  re- 
fpedts  healthy,  robuil,  endued  with 
great  qualities,  and  with  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Hrmnefs  of  temper,  had 
accuftomed  himfelf  to  the  takino* 
an  emetic,  every  time  he  thought 
he  had  ate  too  much.  He  con¬ 
ceived  this  method  to  be  fo  very 
ufeful  to  him,  that  he  continued 
to  repeat  it,  as  often  as  he  fan¬ 
cied  there  was  occafion  for  it. 
It  was  to  no  purpofe,  that  his 
friends  and  phyficians  difluaded  him 
from  this  pradtice.  Nothing,  in 
his  opinion,  relieved  him  fo  much 
as  a  vomit ;  and  he  appealed,  in 
proof  of  this,  to  his  pretended  ex¬ 
perience. 

A  meffenger  came  one  night 
to  Boerhaave,  to  tell  him,  that 
the  admiral  was  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  perhaps  already  dead, 
at  his  country  houfe.  Boerhaave 
F  3  Hies 
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flies  to  his  a fllilance,  and  finds 
him  leaning  forwards  in  his  bed, 
and  fupported  by  three  of  his  fer- 
vants.  In  any  other  pollute,  his 
pain  became  excefiive.  He  was 
unable  to  lie  down,  either  on  his 
back  or  his  fide,  or  his  belly, 
and  much  lefs  could  he  fit  on  a 
chair.  Bcerhaave  was  the  more 
alarmed  at  this  appearance,  becaufe 
he  well  knew,  with  hovv  much  for¬ 
titude  the  admiral  had  fupported 
the  moll  violent  attacks  of  the 
gout,  without  once  lollng  his  pa¬ 
tience,  or  his  courage,  amidll  the 
rnofl  excruciating  pains.  The 
groans  of  this  man,  who  on 
other  occafions  had  been  fo  patient 
'and  immoveable,  alarmed  him  fiill 
more. 

The  admiral,  at  the  fight  -  of 
Boerhaave,  endeavoured  to  raife 
his  head  a  little,  and  to  give  him 
his  hand  ;  but,  on  the  lead:  mo¬ 
tion,  or  the  lead  attempt  to  fpeak, 
he  appeared  to  be  borne  down 
with  excefs  of  pain.  It  was  in 
vain,  therefore,  that  he  attempt¬ 
ed  to  defcribe  his  date ;  at  each 
attempt,  the  fudden  increafe  of  his 
pain  feemed  to  cut  off  his  refpira- 
tipn. 

Qne  of  the  affifiants  then  gave 
the  following  account.  Three  days 
before  this  diforder,  the  admiral 
had  been  prei'ent  at  an  enter¬ 
tainment,  where  he  had  ate  a  little 
too  much.  The  next  day,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  prevent,  by  abdinence, 
any  ill  effects  that  might  refuit 
from  this  intemperance.  The  day 
before  the  attack,  he  had  dined, 
with  great  moderation,  and  had  got 
on  horfeback  in  gccd  fpirits,  and 
ieemingly  in  good  health,  without 
the  lead  fufpicion  of  any  approach¬ 
ing  diforder. 

When  returned  from  his  ride, 
he  abstained  from  1  upper,  accord¬ 


ing  to  his  ufual  cudom.  At  half 
an  hour  after  nine  o’clock,  he 
drank  three  cups  of  cdrduus  btm- 
didtus  tea,  as  he  had  often  done 
before.  He  was  afked,  why  he 
took  the  infufion  that  evening : 
“  becaufe,”  fays  he,  “  I  feel  fome- 
u  thing  difagreeable  in  the  up- 
“  per  part  of  my  domach,  and  I 
“  have  a  mind  to  wafh  it  away.” 
This  fenfation,  he  added,  he  had 
often  felt  before,  and  had  always 
been  relieved  by  vomiting.  Soon 
after  this,  he  puked,  but  with 
difficulty,  and  in  fmall  quantity  : 
he  then  took  four  more  cups  of 
the  fame  infufion,  but  without  feel¬ 
ing  any  inclination  to  vomit,  al¬ 
though  he  had  drank  fo  copiouf- 
ly.  He  directed  more  of  it  to  be 
got  ready,  thinking  'to  bring  on  a 
vomiting  by  force.  While  he  was 
feated,  and  endeavouring  to  puke, 
he  fuddingly  cried  in  a  mod  horri¬ 
ble  manner,-  and  drew  together  all 
his  fervants,  who  were  alarmed  by 
his  cries.  The  admiral  then  told 
them  that  he  had  burd,  or  torn, 
or  difordered  fomething  at  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  his  ftcmach  ;  and  that 
the  anguilh  he  felt  was  fo  excru¬ 
ciating,  he  mud  certainly  be  near 
his  lad  hour. 

Fie  then  recommended  himfelf 
to  his  Creator :  a  cold  fweat  flow¬ 
ed  from  all  his  limbs ;  his  face 
and  his  hands  became  pale,  and 
his  pulfe  was  no  longer  percepti¬ 
ble.  He  ordered  them,  to  cover 
his  head  and  bread  with  hot  cloths-, 
moidened  with  fome  firengthen- 
ing  liquors.  They  did  this ;  but 
he  found  no  relief :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  diforder  feemed  to  be¬ 
come  more  violent,  and  they  judg¬ 
ed  that  his  death  could  not  be 
far  off.  The  phyficians  who  were 
fent  for,  being  at  fome  didance, 
the  admiral,  about  half  an  hour 

after 
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after  this,  took,  of  his  own  ac¬ 
cord,  four  ounces  of  olive  oil,  and 
of  this  he  throw  up  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  together  with  feme  of  the 
carduus  tea.  He  then  called  for 
two  ounces  more,  which  he  like- 
wife  drank,  but  without  vomiting, 
or  having  the  lead  inclination  to 
vomit ;  and  his  diforder,  all  this 
time,  went  on  increafi.g.  Half 
an  hour  after  this,  he  drank  about 
fix  ounces  of  warm  Dantzick  beer, 
which  he  likevvife  kept  down  with¬ 
out  naufea,  as  lie  did  all  .  that  he 
drank  afterwards. 

This  is  what  had  pafied,  when 
Bye,  a  phylician,  whom  Boerhaave 
has  not  left  without  his  fhare  of 
praife,  arrived  from  the  Hague. 
When  he  faw  the  date  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  he  determined  to  give  no¬ 
thing  of  an  aftive  nature,  till 
Boerhaave  fhouid  come.  Thefe 
two  phyficians  began,  by  confi- 
dering  the  caufes  of  fo  fudden  and 
cruel  a  pain,  before  they  proceed¬ 
ed  to  any  remedies.  Both  of  them 
were  convinced,  that  unlefs  thefe 
caufes  could  be  afeertained,  no 
deperidance  could  be  had  on  me¬ 
dicines  adminiftered  at  random. 

Atter  the  mod  careful  examina¬ 
tion,  they  could  difeover  no  other 
guide  to  direct  them,  than  the 
teat  of  the  pain,  together  with  an 
uncommon  fenfation  in  the  bread, 
of  which  the  patient  complained, 
but  which,  however,  was  inexpli¬ 
cable.  In  other  refpects,  the  ad¬ 
miral  was  apparently  healthy.  He 
described  the  pain  as  being  excef- 
five,  continual,  and  beyond  all  ima¬ 
gination.  It  did  not  relax  a  mo¬ 
ment.  He  pointed  out  the  feat 
of  it  to  be  at  that  part,  where  the 
oefophagusJ  terminates  in  the  do- 
mach ;  he  then  cried  out,  that  the 
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pain  fpread  with  the  fame  vio¬ 
lence  towards  his  back.  Before  his 
death,  he  felt  this  pain  through 
every  part  of  his  bread,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  his  tortures  were  ne¬ 
ver  fo  great,  as  when  he  felt  an 
inclination  to  belch,  and  that  the 
air,  being  dopped  in  its  p adage 
indead  ol  riling,  feerned  to  didraft 
all  the  neighbouring  parts.  The 
diforder  likevvife  increafed,  when¬ 
ever  he  endeavoured  to  bend  him- 
felf  backwards,  or  to  fit  upright. 
This  was  all  that  his  two  physi¬ 
cians  could  difeover,  after  all  the 
inquiries  and  care  imaginable. 

At  this  part  of  the  narrative, 
Boerhaave  requeds  the  experienc¬ 
ed  reader  to  paufe  with  him  awhile, 
and  to  reflect  on  the  oripfln,  the 
progrefs,  the  fymptoms,  and  figns 
of  this  difeafe.  He  requires  of  him 
the  fird  caufe  of  thefe  extraordinary 
edefts.  He  had  himfelf  confider- 
ed  every  thing,  with  the  greated 
care,  and  had  exerted  all  the 
powers  of  his  underdanding,  to 
find  out  forne  fixed  principle,  by 
means  of  which,  he  might  unra¬ 
vel  this  obfeure  caufe,  and  thus 
ad'ord  fome  relief  to  a  difeafe, 
which  hitherto  feerned  to  be  every 
moment  increafmg.  All  his  fpe- 
culations,  however,  were  ufelefs, 
and  Boerhaave  candidly  confefies, 
that  he  found  himfelf  altogether 
unable  to  imagine,  what  could  be 
the  fpecies,  to  which  this  difeafe 
could  be  referred.  It  ad'orded  no 
fign  of  indammation.  There  could 
be  no  fwelling  fufpefted,  capable 
of  producing  thefe  cruel  fymp¬ 
toms,  and  fo  fuddenly.  The  pre¬ 
ceding  circumdances  afforded  no 
grounds  for  fuch  a  fufpicion,  and 
all  the  vertebrae  were  in  their  pro¬ 
per  fituation  :  nor  could  a  dif- 
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placement  of  the  foft  parts,  within 
the  thorax,  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
caufing  thefe  torments. 

There  remained  only  fome  cau- 
ftic  and  mortal  poifon  to  be  fuf- 
petted,  as  the  caufe  of  thefe  hor¬ 
rid  fymptoms ;  but  no  poifon  could 
be  thought  of,  the  effe&s  of  which 
agreed  with  the  circumfiances  of 
the  admiral’s  cafe.  So  that  of 
all  the  known  caufes  of  pain,  not 
one  could  be  fixed  on  as  appli¬ 
cable  to  what  he  felt.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  gout,  to  which 
he  was  fubjett,  might,  by  chang¬ 
ing  its  feat,  occafion  pain,  anxiety, 
and  vomiting ;  but  it  never  pro¬ 
duces  pains,  fo  excruciating  as 
thofe  the  admiral  complained  of, 
in  patients,  who  are  in  other  re- 
fpedls  healthy.  Befides,  the  gout 
exerts  its  efieds  flowly,  and  comes 
on,  and  goes  off,  by  degrees. 

Of  all  known  difeafes,  therefore, 
there  was  not  found  one,  which 
could,  by  any  affinity,  throw  any 
light  on  the  admiral’s  complaint, 
a  violent  pain  that  had  come  on 
fuddenly .  This  was  all  that  could 
be  faid  with  certainty.  Boerhaave 
knew,  from  the  experience  of  all 
ages,  that  the  moft  acute  pain, 
when  not  attended  with  inflamma¬ 
tion,  may  long  be  fupported.  He 
was,  therefore,  led  to  conclude, 
that  the  admiral’s  death  would  not 
be*  immediate  ;  and  this  was  all 
his  prognoftic. 

Uncertain  as  was  the  caufe  of 
this  difeafe,  it  was  neceffary  to 
think  of  fomething,  which  might 
calm  the  pain.  All  the  remedies, 
however,  that  were  given,  though 
of  a  very  mild  nature,  ferved  only 
to  add  to  the  torments  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  Such  was  the  melancholy 
fuuation  of  the  admiral,  and  of 
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the  two  able  phyficians,  who  con¬ 
tinued  with  him  till  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning ;  when  Boerhaave’s 
affairs  required  him  to  be  ab- 
fent.  At  going  away,  he  very 
prudently  advifed  Bye  to  leave  na¬ 
ture  a  little  while  to  herfelf,  by 
not  attempting  to  give  even  the 
mildell  and  moft  innocent  medi¬ 
cines  ;  fince  the  bell  chofen  ones 
feemed,  hitherto,  only  to  have  in- 
creafed  the  complaints.  His  ad¬ 
vice  was  followed,  but  without 
fuccefs.  The  admiral  remained 
without  any  relief,  till  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning  ;  and  then  Dr. 
Bye  faw  that  the  vital  fundlions 
began  to  weaken,  borne  down,  as 
it  were,  by  the  pain ;  but  flill 
there  was  no  new  fymptom,  that 
could  throw  any  light  on  the  dif¬ 
eafe'1.  He  then  wrote  to  Boerhaave, 
and  in  his  letter  propofed  fome 
new  remedies :  Boerhaave  agreed 
to  their  being  tried ;  but  their 
effefts  w'ere  equally  fruitlefs  with 
the  former  ones. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  the  ad¬ 
miral  fettled  his  affairs.  Boer¬ 
haave  returned  to  him  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
admiral  received  him  with  the 
greateft  friendfhip,  and,  at  the 
lame  time,  told  him,  how  ineffi¬ 
cacious  all  the  remedies  had  been, 
and  how  certain  he  was  of  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  death,  which  he  ar¬ 
dently  wifhed  for,  as  a  relief  from 
his  mifery.  Boerhaave  perceived, 
indeed,  that  this  period  was  at 
hand  :  and  about  five  o’clock  the 
admiral  expired,  with  the  utmoft 
compofure. 

The  two  phyficians  converfed 
together  in  private,  and  confeffed 
to  each  other,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  conceive  the 
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eaufe  of  this  difeafe,  much  lefs 
of  lo  fudden  a  death.  They  re- 
quefted  leave  to  open  the  body, 
and  this  was  granted. 

Tins  difle&ion  proved,  what  no 
man  'would  even  have  fufpefted. 
Notwithflanding  the  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  drink  the  patient  had  tak¬ 
en,  previous  to,  and  during  the 
attack,  and  of  which  he  had  void¬ 
ed  no  part,  the  inteflines,  and 
abdomen,  and  bladder,  were  emp¬ 
ty.  Nothing  but  air  made  its 
efcape,  when  thele  parts  were 
opened.  There  was  no  appear¬ 
ance  in  either  of  thefe,  which 
could  throw  any  light  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe.  The  ftomach 
was  aimoft  empty,  it  contained  no 
blood,  or  bile,  and  but  very  little 
remains  of  aliment.  At  this  ap¬ 
pearance,  Boerhaave  was  fo  aflo- 
nifhed,  that  he  hardly  knew  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  dreaming  or  awake. 
Thefe  are  his  own  exprellions. 

He  then  proceeded  to  open  the 
thorax,  with  the  greateft  atten¬ 
tion.  The  moment  he  had  pene¬ 
trated  through  the  diaphragm, 
though  he  had  taken  care  not  to 
injure  the  lungs,  a  great  quantity 
of  air  rufhed  out,  and  with  no 
little  noife.  Boerhaave’s  wonder 
was  increafed  by  this,  becaufe 
this  phenomenon  never  happens, 
but  when  the  lungs,  have  been 
wounded.  The  lungs  in  this 
fubjed,  appeared  fo  fmall  and 
contracted,  that  they  feemed  to 
have  been  comprefl'ed,  by  fome 
very  great  external  force.  The 
heart  was  perfectly  healthy. 

Boerhaave,  on  opening  the 
breaft,  perceived  a  difagreeable 
frnell.  He  faid,  at  the  time,  that 
he  Ihould  have  compared  it  to 
duck,  if  it  had  proceeded  from 
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the  ftomach.  Somebody,  who 
flood  by,  and  heard  this,  imme¬ 
diately  obferved,  that  the  admiral 
had,  indeed,  eaten  part  of  a  duck, 
at  his  laft  meal.  It  was  then, 
that  Boerhaave  began  to  conclude, 
that  he  v/as  going  to  difeover  a 
very  different  eaufe  from  any, 
which  might,  till  then,  have  been 
prefumed. 

He  no  fooner  raifed  the  right 
lobe  of  the  lungs,  than  he  found 
it  fwimming  in  a  watery  fluid, 
which  filled  the  whole  of  the  right 
cavity  of  the  thorax.  To  his 
great  fuprize,  he  found  this  fame 
water,  and  in  the  fame  quantity, 
in  the  left  cavity.  He  found  this 
liquor  to  be  flmilar  to  the  little 
that  remained  in  the  flomach.  On 
drawing  it  off’,  it  appeared  of  the 
colour  of  Dantzick  beer,  when 
mixed  with  an  infuflon  of  car- 
duus.  The  fmell  of  it,  was  ex¬ 
actly  like  that  of  duck’s  flefh. 
Upon  the  furface  of  this  water  was 
fwimming,  all  the  oil,  the  admi¬ 
ral  had  {wallowed.  There  was 
neither  extravafated  blood,  nor 
pus,  nor  any  corrupted  matter,  to 
be  feen  any  where.  The  quantity 
of  fluid,  found  in  the  thorax, 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  four 
ounces. 

The  nature  of  the  difeafe,  now 
became  more  and  more  manifeft. 
But  it  ftill  remained  to  be  difeo- 
vered,  how  all  that  the  admiral 
had  fwallowed,  had  made  its  way 
into  the  break.  The  left  lobe  of 
the  lungs,  was,  therefore,  care¬ 
fully  elevated,  that  Boerhaave 
might  have  a  compleat  view  of  the 
parts.  Every  thing  appeared  to 
him,  to  be  in  a  healthy  flate,  un¬ 
til  he  came  within  about  two 
inches  of  the  diaphragm,  to  that 
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part  of  the  pleura,  which  lies  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  oefophagus. 
He  there  faw,  diftinflly,  a  part, 
which  was  very  different  from  the 
reft,  by  its  mobility,  and  by  its 
being  fwelled ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  a  blackifn  colour.  This 
part  was  round,  and1  about  three 
inches  in  diameter.  In  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  it,  was  an  opening,  of  about 
an.  inch'  and  a  half  long,  and 
three  tenths  of  an  inch  wide. 
Boerhaave  preffed  this  part  {light¬ 
ly  with  his  finger,  and  there  im¬ 
mediately  flowed  cut,  into  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  thorax,  a  fluid,  which 
idem  bled  that  which  was  before 
there.  Kis  alionlihtnent  was  ex¬ 
treme. 

He  .next  attempted  (taking  care, 
at  the  fame  time,  not  to  confute 
the  parts)  to  introduce  his  fore 
finger,  through  this  opening  of 
the  pleura.  He  •  found  it  fold, 
tumid,  and  open.  Here,  his  at¬ 
tention,  if  poffible,  redoubled, 
becaui'e  he  was  unable  to  difcover, 
in  this  wound,  any  traces  of  the 
oefophagus.  After  having  with¬ 
drawn  his  finger  a  little,  ne  putti¬ 
ed  it  upwards,  and  came,  at  length, 
to  that  part  of  the  oefophagus, 
which  was  broken  oft. 

Boerhaave  could  hardly  believe 
what  he  faw.  He  called  all  the 
affidavits  to  him,  and  fnewed  them, 
with  the  greateft  aftonifhment,  a 
thing  that  was  fo  unexpected.  He 
then  with  the  fame  precaution, 
direded  his  finger  downwards, 
and  it  puffed  eaftiy  into  the  fto- 
mach ;  and  then,  with  a  view  of 
giving  them  a  clear  idea  of  the 
tufelffi,  he  made  an  opening  into 
the  odophagus,  about  three  inches 
above  the  wound,  and  then  intro¬ 
ducing  flis.  finger  .through  it,  it 


pa  fled  out  at  the  opening,  which 
had  occafioned  the  difeafe. 

The  caufe  of  the  admiral’s  death, 
was,  therefore,  very  clearly  afcer- 
tained  to  be  a  laceration  of  the 
oefophagus  5  by  means  of  which, 
every  thing  he  drank,  paffed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  hreaft,  through 
the  opening  in  the  pleura,  which 
took  place  at  the  fame  time.  Boer¬ 
haave  has  proved,  that  the  cardia, 
or  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach, 
muft  have  been  clofed  after  the 
admiral  had  taken  feven  cups  of 
the  inf u fton  of  cardans  benediScns, 
and  of  which  he  voided  but  little  ; 
becaufe,  the  more  the  ftomach  is 
filled,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
empty  it.  We  know,  that  when 
the  ftomach  is  full,  the  bottom  of 
it  comes  forwards,  while  its  upper 
part  forms  an  angle,  more  or  lefs 
acute,  with  the  oefophagus.  All 
the  admiral’s  efforts  to  vomit, 
were,  therefore,  chiefly  exerted  on. 
the  diaphragm  and  oefophagus. 
It  was  in  the  midft  of  thde 
efforts,  that  the  oefophagus  bur  ft, 
being  unable,  any  longer,  to  reft  ft 
the  motions  of  the  ftomach  and 
diaphragm  ;  •  and,  being  the  more 
readily  difpofed  to  rupture,  by  the 
irritation,  occafioned  by  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  finger,  which  he  paffed 
down  his  throat,  in  order  to  force 
a  vomiting. 

It  was  at  that  inftant,  that  the 
admiral  cried  out,  and  drew  to 
him  all  his  lerVants  ;  telling  them, 
with  fo  much  pain,  that  he  had 
torn  fomething  within  him.  But 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  oefa- 
phagus  was  lacerated  to  this  de¬ 
gree,  at  once.  The  wound  was, 
probably,  gradually  increafed,  till 
the  reparation  was  compleat.  The 
ftomach,  .when  loaded  with  frefh 
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drink,  had  driven  it  upwards, 
through  this  opening  of  the  oei'o- 
phagus ;  and  thus,  the  cellular 
texture,  becoming  dillended,  the 
pleura  had,  at  length,  burl! ;  and 
there  was  then  a  communication 
with  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  The 
air  which  abounds  fo  much  in  ali¬ 
mentary  fubflance's,  or  which  palled 
down  the  oefophagus,  had  likewife 
filed  a  great  part  of  the  bread:. 

The  death  of  the  patient,  there¬ 
fore,  took  place,  when  the  air  was 
fo  abundant  in  the  itomach,  and 
cavities  of  the  bread,  that  the 
lungs  were  no  longer  capable  of 
being  dilated  ;  and  thus,  a  hop 
was  put  to  refpiration,  and,  of 
courfe,  to  life. 

All  thefe  circumftances  prove, 
that  the  admiral’s  difeafe  could 
be  didinguilhed  by  no  certain 
figns ;  and,  that  the  bed  curative 
means,  would  have  been  ufelefs, 
even  if  the  caufe  of  the  complaint 
had  been  known.  It  is  likewife 
certain,  that  the  fame  difeafe, 
happening  now,  in  any  other  fub- 
jed,  would  be  equally  incurable, 
notwithdanding  Boerhaave’s  accu¬ 
rate  defcription  of  the  cafe.  They 
mud,  therefore,  be  very  unrea- 
fonable  people,  who  will  reproach 
a  phylician,  amiud  fuch  difficul¬ 
ties,  with  not  having  known  what 
was  to  happen. 

There  were  certain  furgcons, 
however,  who  were  illiberal  e- 
nough,  to  fay,  that  Boerhaave 
ought  to  have  made  an  opening 
into  the  thorax,  in  order  to  draw 
off  the  liquor,  that  had  paffed  in¬ 
to  it.  But  it  was  fird  neccffary, 
to  find  out,  that  fuch  an  opening 
was  required  ;  and  then,  it  mud 
have  been  performed  at  both  fides, 
which,  from  the  admiffion  of  the 
air,  into  each  cavity,  at  once, 
would  have  been,  of  courfe,  fa- 
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tab  Suppofing  the  poffibinty  of 
fuch  an  operation;  would  it  not 
have  been  impoffible  to  have  faved 
the  life  of  the  admiral,  without 
finding  out  forne  new  channel  for 
the  fupport  of  life?  We  fee,  by 
this,  that  there  are,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  perfons  who  are  ready  to 
blame,  and  who  are  never  open  to 
convidion,  even  though  the  truth 
lies  before  them. 

The  fecond  cafe,  I  (hall  beg' 
leave  to  introduce  here,  has  been 
likewife  related  by  Boerhaave,  with 
the  fame  energy,  and  exadnefs,  as 
the  former  one. 

The  Marquifs  St.  Aubin,  was  a 
drong,  active  man,  well  formed, 
and  of  a  very  lively  temper.  He 
rode  often  on  horfeback ;  loved 
hunting ;  and  all  this,  without 
being  fenfibie  of  fatigue.  He 
drank  very  moderately,  and  ate 
indifferently  of  every  thing ;  but 
preferred  fat  meats  and  butter." 
He  had  been  a  little  ricketly, 
when  about  three  years  of  ao-e  ;  but 
this  complaint  foon  difappeared, 
as  did  a  fweliing  of  the  abdomen, 
which  came  on  two  years  after¬ 
wards.  When  he  was  fix  years 
old,  he  was  attacked  with  an  acute 
fever,  of  which  he  recovered,  with¬ 
out  any  difagreeabie  confequence. 

.During  feveral  years,  however, 
he  had  been  fubjed  to  an  heredi¬ 
tary  complaint.  This  was  a  pain¬ 
ful  enlargement  of  the  hemorrhoi¬ 
dal  veffels.  Thefe  tumours  be¬ 
came,  at  length,  of  a  confiderable 
volume,  and  poured  out,  every 
day,  a  quantity  of  blood.  The 
blood,  by  being  intercepted  in  its 
courfe,  contraded  fo  bad  a  quali¬ 
ty,  that  the  Tvlarquifs  was  unable 
to  fupport,  any  longer,  the  pain 
he  felt  there.  The  inflammation* 
of  the  parts,  fometimes,  feemed 
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co  threaten  even  gangrene.  In  thefe 
circumftances  he  confulted  Boer¬ 
haave,  who,  by  the  regimen  and 
the  remedies  he  prefcribed,  com¬ 
pletely  cured  him.  The  patient 
recovered  all  his  drength,  and  re¬ 
mained,  during  eighteen  months, 
without  feeling  any  inconvenience. 
Prom  the  time  that  his  cure  took 
place  care  was  taken  to  attend 
carefully  to  him ;  that  if  any  of 
the  ill  effedls,  that  are  fo  often 
occafioned  by  a  fuppredion  of  the 
hemorrhoids,  fhould  appear,  they 
might,  at  once,  be  obviated. 
Boerhaave  had  advifed  this,  be- 
caufe  Hippocrates,  and  all  phy- 
ficians  after  him,  have  obferved, 
that  a  fuppredion  ©f  the  hemorr¬ 
hoids,  often  occafions  other  Angu¬ 
lar,  and  fometimes  more  danger¬ 
ous  difeafes ;  but,  above  all,  from 
what  had  happened  to  the  Mar¬ 
quifs  father,  who,  having  been 
iubjedt  to  the  fame  complaint, 
and  difabled  by  it  from  doinp- 
duty  in  the  calvalry,  had  put  a 
flop  to  it,  by  caudles,  and  inci- 
iions,  and  continued  free  from  the 
diforder,  during  a  year ;  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  he  was  attacked 
by  dyfpnoea ;  and,  loon  after¬ 
wards,  with  hemoptyfis,  of  which 
he  died,  in  ten  days. 

But  the  mod  vigilant  attention, 
during  thefe  eighteen  months, 
could  lead  to  no  fufpicion,  that 
the  functions  of  the  body  were,  in 
any^  way,  injured.  Boerhaave 
particularly  obferves,  as  a  notable 
circumdance,  that  the  voice  was, 
in  no  way,  affedted,  during  all 
this  time;  for  the  Marquifs  had  a 
flrong,  manly  voice,  and  often 
amuied  himfelf  by  linginjr.  He 
preferved  the  agility  of  °all  his 
limbs ;  and  his  bread  continued 
to  be  fo  'Arm  and  well,  that  he 


never  complained  of  fatigue,  tho* 
he  perfevered  in  ufmg  a  great  deal 
of  exercife.  Nobody  could  breathe 
with  greater  eafe,  than  he  feemed 
to  do.  Such  had  been  the  fuua- 
tion  of  the  marquifs,  from  his  in¬ 
fancy,  till  the  appearance  of  the 
hemorrhoids,  and  from  their  be¬ 
ing  cured,  till  within  ten  months 
and  a  half  of  his  death. 

We  have  placed  all  thefe  preli¬ 
minary  particulars,  nearly  in'  the 
fame  light  that  Boerhaave  has 
done  ;  that  every  penetrating  phy- 
Acian,  may  be  able  to  give  a  full 
fcope  to  his  rededlion,  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  We  are  of  opinion,  that 
in  given  a  hidory  of  this  fort, 
it  is  right  to  relate,  in  a  very  mi¬ 
nute,  and  careful  manner,  all 
that  relates  to  the  natural  habit 
of  the  fubjedl;  to  his  preceding 
difeafes,  and  their  cure;  togethe? 
with  his  regimen,  and  mode  of 
life ;  before  we  pafs  on,  to  de- 
lcribe  the  diforder,  of  which  he 
died.  This  care  has  often  been 
defpifed,  and  ridiculed,  by  the 
ignorant,  and  the  fuperficial;  but 
we  concern  ourfelves  but  very 
little,  about  iuch  incompetent 
judges. 

It  was,  therefore,  not  till  with¬ 
in  ten  months  and  a  half  of  his 
death,  that  the  marquifs  began 
to  find  his  health  affedted.  About 
that  time,  he  began  to  feel  a 
condant  pain  near  the  left  fcapu- 
la.  This  pain,  afterwards,  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  to  the  left  fide  of  the 
bread.  As  the  pain  increafed 
confiderably,  it  was  foon  felt, 
through  the  whole  infide  of  the 
thorax.  A  continual  cough,  ren¬ 
dered  this  pam  dill  more  acute. 
The  patient  could  get  no  red. 
When  he  coughed,  it  feemed  to 
him,  as  if  his  fides  were  torn  afun- 
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der.  Phyficians  were  called  in. 
The  diforder  was  attributed  to  the 
gout ;  and  remedies  for  the  gout, 
were  accordingly  prefcribed. 

Their  attempts,  however,  were 
to  no  purpofe.  The  pains  Teemed 
to  affume  a  new  force,  after  the  ufe 
of  thefe  medicines,  and  fixed  them- 
felves,  more  and  more,  to  the  left 
fide  of  the  bread ;  fo  that  it  was 
found  impoffible  to  remove  their 
feat.  Blood-letting,  opening  me¬ 
dicines,  oil,  opium,  13c.  were  all 
given,  without  affording  any  relief. 
To  thefe  pains,  after  a  certain 
time,  there  was  added  another,  and 
infinitely  more  excruciating  pain, 
which  was  felt  immediately  under 
the  left  bread,  and  feemed,  as  the 
marquifs  expreffed  himfelf,  as  if 
the  in  fide  of  his  bread  was  torn  out 
by  violence.  Tormented  himfelf, 
to  this  degree,  and  tormenting  all 
about  him,  by  his  lamentable  and 
inceffant  groans,  he  could  find  no 
place,  or  fituation,  that  afforded 
him  the  lead  mitigation  of  his  mi- 
fery.  He  ufually  fat  upon  his  bed, 
leaning  a  little  forwards,  and  re¬ 
clining  his  elbows  on  his  thighs.  In 
this  fituation,  he,  now  and  then,  at 
intervals,  got  a  little  red,  and  dept 
a  few  moments ;  but  it  was  only  to 
be  waked  foon,  and  on  a  fudden, 
by  a  cruel  exacerbation  of  the  fame 
relentlefs  pain. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the 
marquifs,  when  Boerhaave  was  de- 
fired  to  vifit  him,  with  his  phy- 
fician  in  ordinary,  the  fame  Dr. 
Bye,  whom  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned. 

When  Bye  related  to  Boerhaave, 
all  the  particulars  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  remedies,  that  had  been 
employed  to  no  purpofe,  they  ac¬ 
knowledged,  to  each  other,  that  it 
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was  impoffible  to  fay  any  thing, 
ivith  certainty,  either  of  the  feat, 
or  the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Bye 
prefumed,  there  was  an  abfcefs  in 
the  lungs ;  becaufe  he  had  obferved 
the  patient  expeflorate  a  vifcid 
matter,  after  much  agony.  Boer¬ 
haave,  however,  differed  from  him, 
in  opinion ;  becaufe,  excepting  the 
fingular  and  urgent  fymptoins  of 
pain,  the  marquifs  was,  in  other 
refpedls,  healthy.  He  was  then 
afked,  what  he  thought  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe.  It  was  not, 
till  after  fome  confiderable  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  he  anfvvered,  that  he 
really  did  not  know  what  to  think. 
He  was  inclined,  however,  to  be 
of  opinion,  he  faid,  from  the  fymp- 
toms,  that  the  organs,  deftined  to 
dilate  the  breaft,  were  unable  to 
fiipport  the  contractions,  •  effential 
to  the  adtion  of  each  mufcle ;  and 
the  parts  of  the  bread,  which  re¬ 
quired  to  be  dilated,  refilled  to  this 
dilation,  at  each  infpiration ;  and 
that,  from  this,  arofe  the  violent 
pain,  the  difficulty  in  breathing, 
and  the  fenfe  of  fuffocation.  The 
patient,  and  his  friends,  were  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  refiedlion. 

Boerhaave  aavifed  cataplafms  to 
be  frequently  applied  to  the  parts, 
that  are  the  moil  in  motion,  in  re- 
fpiration;  as  the  ribs,  cartilages, 
and  fternum.  He  likewife  pre- 
fcribed  emollient  drinks,  a  i par¬ 
ing  diet,  and  the  frequent  infpi¬ 
ration  of  the  vapor  of  fome  foften- 
ing  decodlion.  His  prefcription 
was  followed,  and  the  patient 
found  himfelf  much  relieved.  His 
friends  began  to  indulge  hopes 
of  his  recovery.  The  pain  ne¬ 
ver  returned  again,  with  fo  much 
violence  as  before,  even  till  his 
death.  How  blind  and  precarious, 
z  fays 
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fays  Boerhaave,  is  the  joy  of  us 
mortals. 

At  lengthy  the  cough  returned, 
as  it  were,  with  new  violence.  No¬ 
thing  could  calm  it,  but  opium ; 
but  this  calm  was  not  of  long  du¬ 
ration  :  his  expectoration  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  painful ;  and  his  refpira- 
tion  fo  difficult,  that  the  patient  was 
obliged  to  throw  his  neck  back¬ 
wards,  to  raife  his  break  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  draw  in  his 
breath,  with  fo  frightful  a  noife, 
that  it  could  be  compared,  only  to 
the  cry  of  a  Bittern.  Then,  again, 
perhaps,  for  a  few  moments,  the 
refpiradon  would  be  more  eafy  : 
.but  this  relief  was  but  trifling.  He 
was  obliged  to  be  aim  oft  conftantly 
feated  upright,  both  night  and  day, 
with  his  neck  ftretclied  out,  and  his 
head  railed.  At  the  leaft  change 
of  pofture,  when  he,  by  chance,  dept 
for  a  moment,  he  felt  the  molt  hor- 
fid  >pain.  If  he  attempted  to  lie 
down  on  his  pillow,  to  repofe  him- 
felf  for  an  inftant,  his  face  be¬ 
came  black  ;  the  veins  of  his  head, 
dwelled ;  and  his  eyes,  feemed  to 
be  bui  king  from  their  lockets.  He 
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appeared  to  draw  ids  breath,  only 
from  the  bottom  of  his  entrails. 
An  hideous  hollow  found,  feemed 
to.be  his  only  relief.  If  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  fpeak,  a  few  words  u di¬ 
al!  y  revived  all  his  pain. 

Boerhaave  remarked,  with  .ako- 
niibment,  that  in  the  rnidft  of  this 
deplorable  date,  the  pulfe  was 
dill  regular;  nor  did  it  begin  to 
fail  or  vary,  or  become  intermit¬ 
tent,  till  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  The  marauds  dragged  on 
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this  unhappy  life,  till  the  9th  of 
July  At  the  leaft  return  'of  the 
pain,  his  face  became  black,  A 
ciyfhr,  Gccadocally  thrown  up,  was 


now  the  only  thing,  that  gave  him 
any  relief.  The  great  dried u re  of 
his  bread,  perfuaded  him,  that  his 
difeafe  was  hypochondriacal ;  and 
that  this  fenfation  was  the  effedt 
of  flatus .  He  was  the  more  per¬ 
fuaded  of  this,  becaufe  his  appe¬ 
tite  was  fo  keen,  that  he  would 
have  eat  to  excefs,  if  his  fervants 
had  not  taken  care  to  prevent  him. 
What  he  eat,  ferved  only  to  in- 
creafe  his  pain. 

About  eight  days  before  his 
death,  the  hemorrhoids  began  to 
return ;  and  this  gave  him  great 
fpirits.  He  now  began  to  have 
hopes  of  being  cured,  and  even  re¬ 
proached  his  phyficians,  with  not 
having  attempted  to  bring  them 
back  fponer.  On  the  7th  of  July, 
he  voided,  by  the  anus,  a  condder- 
able  quantity  of  blood,  which  im¬ 
mediately  coagulated.  The  next 
morning,  the  flux  continued,  and 
in  greater  abundance.  The  mar- 
quifs  was  fo  enlivened  at  this,  that 
he  attempted  to  make  a  few  heps 
in  his  chamber,  leaning  upon  his 
fervants.  The  fame  day,  he  had  a 
mod  craving  appetite,  and  eat  of 
many  different  things,  fwallowing 
every  thing,  jufl  then,  without  any 
fear  of  fuffocation.  He  like  wife 
dipped,  with  the  fame  good  hu¬ 
mour  ;  rejoiced  at  being  able  to  do, 
what  he  had  fo  long-  been  incapable 
of  5  having,  for  Tome  time  before, 
not  even  dared  to  take  any  folid 
nouriihment,  without  danger  of  im¬ 
mediate  fuffocation. 

On  the  9th  of  july,  however. 
Dr.  Bye  found  him  again  in  bed, 
after  puffing  a  mold  painful  night. 
He  feemed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  His  face  and  neck,  were 
confiderably  dwelled  :  his  face  was 
of  a  dark  complexion,  and  his 
8  *  eyes 
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eyes  teemed  as  if  karting  from  his 
head.  He  was  able,  however,  to 
relate  what  had  happened  in  the 
night.  He  mentioned  the  danger 
he  had  been  in,  of  fufFocation ; 
and  delired  to  he  let  blood.  The 
phyfician  refilled  this.  You  are 
determined  then,  that  I  fnall  pe- 
rifh,  faid  the  marquifs.  You 
would  not,  furelv,  with,  faid  Bye, 
that  I  fhould  halten  your  death. 
While  he  was  fpeaking  thefe 
words,  the  fufFocation  increafed. 
His  face  became  quite  black.  He 
attempted  to  bid  adieu  to  the  mar- 
chionefs,  who  was  by  the  bed- 
fide ;  and  then,  yielding  to  his 
Jail  efforts  to  breathe,  bowed  down 
his  head,  and  expired. 

Bye  immediately  informed  Boer- 
haave  of  this  event,  to  whom  he 
had  every  day  communicated  the 
hate  of  the  patient.  Boerhaave 
came  to  him  ;  and  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  open  the  body. 

Boerhaave,  before  this  opera¬ 
tion,  was  willing  to  refiedt  on  all 
the  circumkances  of  the  dileafe  ; 
;o  fee  whether  he  could  not  fore- 
tel,  what  he  fhould  difcover  on 
diffe&ion ;  and  thus,  fay  what 
part  was  difeafed.  But  this  great 
man  candidly  owns,  that  he  was 
unable  to  determine  any  thing 
before  hand ;  and  he  requeks  the 
reader  to  judge,  for  himfelf,  from 
the  circumkances  he  has  related, 
of  what  might  be  the  effential 

c  / 

caufes  of  the  Marquifs’s  death 
before  he  goes. any  farther. 

The  body  was,  externally,  of  a 
very  healthy  appearance  ;  and,  not- 
withkanding  the  marquifs’s  long 
abkinence,  and  extreme  fuffer- 
ings,  he  was,  by  no  means,  ema¬ 
ciated.  The  abdomen  only,  was 
a  little  fwcllcd.  This,  tenlion 
rendered  Boerhaave  very  attentive. 
He  even  ventured  to  fay  to  the  af- 
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f Hants,  that  they  were  going  to 
difcover  the  caufe. 

On  Opening  the  break,  there 
immediately  ipouted  out  a  kream 
of  limpid,  yellow,  inlipid  water. 
Boerhaave  re  fie  He  d  a  moment,  on 
what  this  water  might  be,  and 
whether  it  was  not  a  dropfy  of  the 
break,  which  hud  lufFocated  the 
patient,  after  caufrng  fo  many  ills, 
it  continued  to  flow',  during  the 
cifieftion,  but  in  lefs  quantity. 
The  break  feemed  to  be  filled  with 
water,  on  looking  into  it,  through 
this  narrow  opening.  Boerhaave 
introduced  his  finger  into  it,  and 
found  the  right  lobe  in  its  place, 
but  adhering  to  the  pleura.  He 
went  no  farther  on  that  fide,  but 
opened  the  left  cavity  of  the  break, 
and  found  there  no  water :  but  the 
whole  lobe,  from  the  top  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  was  adhering  to  the  pleura. 
He  then,  carefully,  laid  this  part  of 
the  thorax  open;  taking  care,  not 
to  diforder  any  part  of  its  contents* 
The  moment  he  had  accompli  fired 
this,  he  law,  that  from  the  neck, 
to  the  diaphragm,  the  whole  of 
the  cavity  was  filled  with  a  white 
fubkance,  of  a  found  appearance, 
except  that,  in  the  middle  of  its 
furface,  there  was  a  little  tumour, 
which  included  a  fluid,  of  a  milky 
colour,  but  not  purulent.  This 
fubkance  was  pretty  hard  and  uni¬ 
form,  through  the  whole  of  its 
lurface.  Boerhaave  was  kupified, 
at  the  fight  of  this  fingular  phe¬ 
nomenon.  This  fubkance  was 
much  more  confiderable  in  the 
left,  than  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
heart ;  and  even,  entirely;  filled  it. 
This  was  the  reafon,  w'hy  the  lobe 
of  the  lungs,  was  prefi'exl  fo  clofe 
to  the  pleura,  on  that  fide,  that 
neither  air,  nor  blood  could  pe¬ 
netrate  it  any  longer.  The  firft 
feat  of  the  diforder,. 'had,  there¬ 
fore, 
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fore,  probably,  been  in  the  left 
cavity,  under  the  fcapula;  and 
hence  the  pain  the  patient  com¬ 
plained  of,  at  the  beginning. . 

This  excrefcence  had,  indeed, 
extended  to  the  right  fide  of  the 
bread ;  but  dill,  it  was  not  fo 
eonfiderable  there,  as  not  to  leave 
fome  room  for  the  admidion  of 
air,  and  for  fome  degree  of  adlion 
to  the  lobe,  on  that  fide,  in  refpi- 
ration.  The  great  veffels,  how¬ 
ever,  and  even  the  heart  itfelf, 
with  its  pericardium*  were  pufhed 
fomewhat  out  of  their  places.  The 
jefpiration  could,  therefore,  only 
take  place,  in  this  lower  part  of 
the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax; 
becaufe,  this  excrefcence  being  at 
the  top  of  the  bread,  where  it  is 
narrowed,  in  the  human  fubjeid, 
the  lungs  were  prefied  down,  to¬ 
wards  the  inferior  part  of  the  ca¬ 
vity,  where  the  bread  becomes 
fomewhat  wider.  This,  therefore, 
explains  the  extraordinary  efforts, 
made  by  the  patient,  to  draw  his 
breath  from  this  lower  part;  the 
bronchiae  being  compreded  above, 
by  this  fubdance.  Hence,  too, 
the  hollownefs  of  his  voice.  Be- 
fides  all  this,  the  right  lobe  was 
found  adhering  to  the  pleura,  only 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  bread. 
About  the  middle,  it  was  feen  at¬ 
tached  to  this  tumour ;  fo  that 
here  was  another  hindrance  to  the 
aflion  of  this  lobe. 

Boerhaave  attempted  to  feparate 
the  whole  of  this  fubdance,  from 
the  other  parts,  to  which  it  was 
attached.  It  was  impoflible  to 
take  it  out  at  once,  and  entire, 
on  account  of  the  pericardium, 
lungs,  and  great  veffels.  He  ex¬ 
tracted  it,  however,  in  the  bed 
manner  he  was  able,  and  found 
the  weight  of  it  to  be,  fix  pounds 
and  three  quarters.  As  it  was 
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light,  in  proportion  to  its  fize, 
fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  its 
exceffive  bulk.  The  whole  of 
this  fubdance,  was  as  white  as 
fnovv.  Here  and  there,  appeared 
a  milky  fluid,  on  cutting  into  it. 
No  veffels,  however,  were  to  be 
perceived  in  it,  excepting  thofe, 
to  which  it  was  attached.  Ex¬ 
cept  the  fkin,  that  inclofed  the 
whole,  there  was  no  appearance  of 
any  cauls,  of  cavities,  or  mem¬ 
brane,  within.  If  any  portion  of 
this  fubdance,  was  rubbed  between 
the  fingers,  it  melted  like  fat  oil. 
It  was,  therefore,  in  Boerhaave’s 
opinion,  the  true  Jieatoma . 

The  difplacement  of  all  the 
thoracic  vifeera,  was  altogether  lin¬ 
gular.  This  fubdance  had  pufhed 
the  diaphragm  downwards ;  and 
this  had  ocxafioned  the  tumefac¬ 
tion  of  the  lower  belly,  which 
Boerhaave  noticed,  at  the  fird,  as 
a  fmgular  appearance.  The  peri¬ 
cardium,  being  united  to  the 
diaphragm,  had  followed  it,  and, 
of  courfe,  removed  from  its  natu¬ 
ral  iituation.  This,  was  followed 
by  a  depredion  of  the  great  veffels. 
We  have  already  feen  the  date  of 
the  lungs. 

Here,  then,  was  a  new  example 
of  human  mifery.  A  mild,  unctu¬ 
ous,  an  innocent  humour,  occa¬ 
sioned,  by  its  abundance,  a  lin¬ 
gular  difeafe,  and  death ;  and 
this,  from  its  fixing  itfelf,  in 
too  great  a  quantity,  on  parts 
which  can,  in  no  degree,  be  com- 
preffed,  without  danger.  We  learn 
from  this,  therefore,  that,  in  ex¬ 
traordinary  difeafes*  we  may  rea- 
fonably  luppofe  fome  hidden  and 
unknown  caufe,  which  anatomy 
alone,  can  be  likely  to  explain. 

It  were  to  be  widied,  fays  Boer¬ 
haave,  that  the*  experienced  phy- 
iician  might  be  able  to  difeover 

the 
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the  fource  of  a  fimilar  complaint 
from  his  firft  feeing  the  patient ; 
and  that  he  might,  then,  be  able 
to  prevent  this  fat  from  fprcading, 
fo  as  to  form  fo  deftruflive  a  inals. 
We  might  then  hope,  to  be  able 
to  prevent  the  diforders  it  occa- 
fions ;  becaufe,  it  is  impoffible  to 
refolve,  or  diflipate,  a  lleatoma 
that  is  once  formed,  unlels  its 
fituation  fhould  admit  of  manual 
operation. 

Boerhaave  confefles,  that  he 
knew  no  medicine,  that  would 
prevent  a  beginning  lleatoma  from 
enlarging  ;  and  that  which  is  not 
to  be  done  externally,  muft  be 
lefs  pblfible  within.  Every  time, 
therefore,  fays  he,  that  I  hear 
great  talkers,  vaunting  their  re¬ 
medies,  for  this  purpofe,  I  wifh  to 
fee  them  cure  fchirrous  tumours ; 
occult,  and  ulcerated  cancers;  me- 
liceris ;  lleatoma,  &c.  by  certain 
means  ;  and  thus  give  us  a  proof 
of  their  art.  As  for  my  party  I 
have  obferved,  that  all  prudent, 
and  experienced  phyliciaris,  al¬ 
lowed  their  infufficiency,  on  thefe 
occafions,  though  they  did  it  with 
regret. 

it  would  feem,  as  if  Boerhaave 
might  meet  with  fome  reproaches, 
for  his  method  of  treating  the 
Marquis,  before  this  complaint. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grate¬ 
ful,  to  the  ignorant,  and  illiberal* 
men  of  little  minds,  and  of  a  nar¬ 
row  way  of  thinking,  than  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  cenfuring  fo  great  a 
genius  as  Boerhaave.  There  are, 
even  now,  perfons  of  this  difpofi- 
tion,  who,  in  reading  this  narra¬ 
tive,  will  perhaps  be  led  to  afcribe 
the  diforder  of  the  Marquis  to  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  hemorrhoids. 
But  the  great  Boerhaave  has  re¬ 
plied  to  thefe  frivolous  judges,  by 
Vol.  XXV. 
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faying  that  a  lleatoma  cannot  be 
derived  from  the  cure,  or  the  fup- 
p  re  hi  on  of  the  hemorrhoids  :  that 
he  had  cured  them,  neither  by 
cauftic,  nor  by  any  other  external 
application,  but  by  mild,  emol¬ 
lient,  and  deterfive  remedies  ;  and 
that  no  figns  of  plethera  had  been 
perceived,  when  the  hemorrhoidal 
flux  began  to  diminilh.  In  ihcrt, 
fays  he,  with  his  ufual  candour, 
and  dignity  of  mind,  let  every  one 
judge  freely,  and  fmcerely  for 
himfelf ;  I  have  defcribed  the  dif- 
eafe,  fuch  as  I  faw  it. 

The  phyfician,  therefore,  as  well 
as  the  mathematician,  has  fulfill¬ 
ed  his  duty,  when  he  has  proved, 
that  a  difficulty  is,  in  every  fenfe, 
and  point  of  view,  inexplicable. 
He  who  proves  a  difeafe  to  be 
impenetrable,  and,  of  courfe,  in¬ 
curable,  deferves  as  much  of  our 
eileem,  as  he  who  points  out  the 
feat  of  a  difeafe,  and  the  method 
of  curing  it. 


Account  of  Mount  Vefuvius  in  the 
Tear  1 777  ;  from  Travels  into  the 
Two  Sicilies,  by  Henry  Swin¬ 
burne,  Efq> 

?  |  ^HE  unavoidable  hurry  upon 
our  arrival  prevented  me 
from  viliting  Vefuvius  while  the 
eruption  continued.  As  foon  as 
I  was  at  liberty,  I  hired  a  hackney 
two-wheeled  chaife,  called  a  Ca- 
leflo ;  which  is  no  more  than  a 
very  uneafy  triangular  feat,  gilt 
and  bedaubed  with  gaudy  colours, 
fixed  upon  an  axle-tree,  and  drawn 
by  a  Angle  horfe.  Some  of  thefe 
horfes  fell  very  dear,  and  go  at  a 
prodigious  rate,  always  in  a  high 
trot.  The  driver  (lands  behind, 
and  with  the  whip  and  voice  di- 
G  rcdts 
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ret Is  the  horfe’s  motion* 
hirer  holds  the  reins ;  but  is  not 
refponfible  for  any  mifchief  the 
carriage  may  do,  unlefs  he  alfo 
take  pofteflion  of  the  lafh.  The 
reins  are  fattened  to  a  caveffon, 
without  a  bit,  and  the  more  the 
animal  is  pulled,  the  fatter  he  goes  ; 
a  hifs  Hops  him. 

One  of  thefe  chairs  conveyed 
me  about  eight  miles  from  Naples, 
to  the  place  where  the  lava  ceafed 
to  run,  after  filling  up  a  road, 
overturning  fome  cottages,  and 
confuming  a  wide  trad:  of  vine¬ 
yards.  The  poplars,  to  which 
the  vines  were  tied,  were  burnt  or 
crufhed  beneath  the  weight  of  the 
cooler  lumps  that  tumbled  off  on 
each  fide  from  the  fiery  mafs. 
The  furface  of  this  black  and  now 
ftagnant  river  is  very  uneven,  full 
of  points  and  protuberances,  and 
broken  into  chafms.  It  anfwers 

the  idea  X  have  of  a  rocky  moun¬ 
tain  overturned  into  a  valley,  and 
ihattered  to  pieces  by  an  earth¬ 
quake.  In  colour,  the  lava  re- 

iembles  flag,  or  the  firif  clearings 
of  an  iron  mine.  The  intenfe 

heat  that  ttill  ittued  from  it, 
though  the  flames  were  not  vifible 
by  day -light,  kept  me  at  a  dif- 
tance.  By  night,  fire  may  be 

feen  through  the  crevices  of  the 
dufky  cruft.  It  had  run  clofe  to 
a  lava  of  feventeen  years  date, 
which  is  not  yet  fufficiently  tritu¬ 
rated  by  the  adion  of  air,  to  af¬ 
ford  hold  to  the  feeds  of  any 
plant,  except  a  long  hoary  mofs. 
commonly  the  firttfettler  on  thefe 
cinders,  which  are  infinitely  fofter, 
and  fooner  crumbled  to  dutt,  than 
the'  Sciurras  of  iEtna. 

After  fatisfying  my  curiofity 
with  an  attentive  examination  of 
thefe  objeds,  I  returned  to  Por- 
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tici,  hired  a  guide  and  mule,  and 
rode  up  through  the  vineyards  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where 
vegetation  terminates  in  a  long 
coarfe  grafs,  the  only  plant  'that 
can  bear  the  vicinity  of  the  hot 
afbes  and  fulphureous  exhalations. 

I  afcended  the  tteep  cone  of  cin¬ 
ders  in  a  dired  line,  up  to  the 
ancles  at  every  ttep  in  purple 
lukewarm  afhes.  The  heat  was  not 
very  powerful  till  we  came  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  fummit,  and 
there  fmoke  breaks  out  through 
many  crannies.  On  the  Portici 
fide  there  is  very  little  lava,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  fcattered  Hones  that 
ferve  to  reft  upon.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  fa  ¬ 
tigue  of  this  climbing.  Before 
that  day  I  had  mounted  fome  very 
exalted  points  of  the  Alps,  and 
clambered  up  the  higheft  peak  of 
the  Pyrenees,  without  feeling  fuch 
oppreifive  wearinefs  and  exhauftion 
of  fpirits  and  ftrength  as  I  expe¬ 
rienced  on  Vefuvius.  Perhaps, 
the  mephitic  effluvium,  which  at¬ 
tacked  my  refpiration,  may  alfo 
have  had  a  debilitating  effed  upon 
my  nerves  and  mufcles.  I  fliould 
hardly  have  been  able  to  proceed, 
had  1  not  held  by  my  guide,  who 
went  before  with  a  handkerchief 
tied  round  his  waift. 

I  confefs  I  was  a  good  deal  dis¬ 
appointed  on  reaching  the  fum¬ 
mit  ;  for  the  defcriptions  I  had 
read  had  railed  in  my  imagination 
an  expedation  of  every  thing  that 
could  be  glaring  and  ftriking  in 
colours,  pompous  and  tremendous 
in  a  fcene  of  igneous  phenomena  ; 
but  the  late  eruption  had,  for  a 
time,  laid  all  the  mountain’s  fury 
afleep,  and  every  thing  was  dull 
and  dsrk.  The  vent,  by  which 
the  lava  ran  out,  is  much  below 
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the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  on 
that  fide  the  fulphureous  (learns  are 
very  pungent.  I  was  on  the  point 
of  returning  rather  fruftrated  of 
fny  hopes,  when  a  curling  column 
of  fmoke  and  flame  rofe  flowly 
out  of  the  gloomy  abyfs,  and 
brought  up  with  it  a  thick  white 
cloud,  that  had  hitherto  rendered 
the  crater  impervious  to  my  fight. 
The  wind  quickly  caught  hold  of 
this  column,  and  whirled  it  round 
the  immenfe  caldron  feveral  times 
with  inconceivable  noife  and  ve¬ 
locity,  till  it  forced  part  of  the 
fmoke  to  fly  off  horizontally  from 
the  mountain,  and  dafhed  the  re¬ 
mainder  back  into  its  original  ca¬ 
vern.  During  this  conflict,  on  the 
cppofite  fide  to  that  where  we 
flood,  I  had  a  peep  very  far  into 
the  crater.  The  fides  leemed  all 
lava  and  fcoria,  with  very  little 
variety  in  the  tints,  clofed  at  bot¬ 
tom  by  an  impenetrable  fcreen  of 
fmoke.  I  have  feen  old  ruined 
coalpits,  that  afford  a  tolerable 
idea  of  this  volcanic  kettle.  As 
foon  as  the  fmoke  was  driven  away, 
the  roaring  below  grew  loud,  and 
frequent  exploflons  were  heard 
with  a  hollow  found  ;  and  at  every 
throe,  which  caufed  a  very  confi- 
derable  commotion  in  the  thin 
arch  on  which  we  flood,  a  fhower 
of  red-hot  flones  was  (hot  up ; 
but  not  rifing  many  feet  above 
the  mountain,  they  did  not  come 
within  the  fweep  of  the  wind,  and 
fo  fell  back  perpendicularly  into 
the  rumbling  gulf. 

I  (hall  not  prefume  to  invefligate 
minutely  the  origin,  compofition, 
or  operations  of  the  mountain,  as 
we  have  ample  information  on 
this  fubjedl  in  the  works  of  Sir 
William  Hamilton.  His  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  volcano  is  fo  com- 
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plete,  and  reputation  on  that  head 
fo  firmly  eftabliflied  at  Naples, 
that  more  than  once  the  court  has 
waited  to  regulate  its  flay  at  Por- 
tici,  or  removal  from  thence,  till 
he  had  declared,  when  he  thought 
the  eruption  would  begin,  and 
what  direction  the  lava  was  likely 
to  follow.  Many  writers  of  dif- 
fertations  on  ignivomous  moun¬ 
tains  have  been  led  into  a  laby¬ 
rinth  of  miftakes,  falfe  pofitions* 
and  falfe  confequences,  by  trail¬ 
ing  folely'  to  the  relations  of 
others,  and  not  being  at  the  pains 
of  examining  the  phenomena  with 
their  own  eyes.  Whoever  has  not 
had  the  advantage  of  infpe&ing 
an  adiive  volcano,  fliould  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  write  upon  that  fubjedl, 
as  he  muft  unavoidably  fall  into 
error,  in  fpite  of  all  the  learning, 
combinations,  and  fagacity  the 
wit  of  man  is  fufceptible  of.  In¬ 
deed,  fome  authors,  who  have 
had  Vefuvius  before  their  eyes  for 
forty  years,  have  likwife  fallen 
into  ftrange  indefenfible  opinions 
concerning  its  component  parts, 
original  formation,  and  modes  of 
operating.  Attachment  to  fyflem 
mifleads  us  all,  and  frequently 
caufes  us  to  fee  things,  not  as 
they  are,  but  as  we*  wifli  to  find 
them.  Nothing  but  the  defire  of 
proving  Vefuvius  to  be  a  primor¬ 
dial  mountain,  and  not  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  eruptions,  could  have 
brought  Padre  della  Torre  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  he  flivv  regular,  ori¬ 
ginal,  calcarious,  and  granite 
iirata,  far  down  in  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain  ;  where,  if  he  faw 
any  thing,  it  was  probably  flreaks 
of  fulphureous  and  mineral  efflo- 
refcences  adhering  to  the  coats  of 
the  funnel.  Nothing  but  fyfleni 
could  have  fo  blinded  Richard,  as 
G  2  to 


?4  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 

to  prevent  his  finding  a  fihgle  thrown  up  to  the  perpendicular 
pumice  -  Hone,  or  other  mark  of  height  of  two  hundred  feet,  in 
fire,  in  the  rocks  of  Pofilipo,  the  fhort  fpace  of  forty-eight 
where  any  trivial  obferver  may  hours  ;  and  upon  the  apparition, 
meet  with  innumerable  black  cal-  of  many  i Hands  railed  out  of  the 
cined  ftones,  though  he  may  not  bofom  of  the  waters  by  fubmarine 
be  fufiieiemly  converfant  in  the  fires,  of  which  both  ancient  and 
fubjedl  to  aifcover,  that  the  whole  modern  hifiory  afford  examples, 
rock  owes  its  birth  to  the  work-  The  ifland  of  Afcenfion,  and 
ings  of  volcanic  fires.  Without  many  in  the  Archipelago,  one  of 
prejudices  of  this  kind,  could  which  rofe  out  of  the  fea  in  1707, 
other  authors  have  feen  nothing  in  compleatly  prove  this  affertiom 
Monte  .Somma,  and  the  hills  of  The  origin  of  the  ifle  of  Rhodes, 
Naples,  but  primitive  fubffances,  as  related  in  Pindar’s  feventh 
unaltered  fince  the  deluge  ;  when,  Olympic,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame 
in  reality,  every  Hone  befpeaks  a  clafs.  This  poet  calls  Rhodes  a 
fiery  origin  ?  native  of  the  floods,  and  tells  us. 

To  be  convinced  that  Vefuvius  “  that  ancient  tales  of  men  relate, 
has  been  raffed  from  the  level  of  “  that  when  Jupiter  and  the  Gods 
the  plains,  or,  more  properly  “  divided  the  earth,  Rhodes  was 
fpeaking,  of  the  fea,  by  the  foie  “  not  vifible  amidft  the  marine 
aftion  of  fire  contained  in  its  “  waves,  but  lay  hid  in  the  briny 
bowels,  requires,  methinks,  no-  <(  deep Apollo,  being  ab- 
thing  but  an  eye  accufiomed  to  fern,  was  left  out  of  the  partition- 
obferve,  and  a  found  judgment  treaty,  and,  on  his  appearance, 
unbiased  by  party.  I  own  I  can-  Jupiter  would  have  proceeded  to 
not  entertain  a  doubt  of  it,  after  a  freih  divifion  ;  but  the  God  of 
having  confidered  the  infulated  day  declined  the  offer,  contenting 
polition,  and  apparent  compofi-  himfelf  with  dominions  that  did 
ticn  of  the  mountain,  together  not  interfere  with  any  god’s  fhare 
with  the  foil  of  all  the  adjacent  “  for  (fays  he)  I  behold  in  the 
country;  after  having  reflected  “frothy  fea  a  fruitful  land  'riling 
up, on  the  birth  of  Monte  Nuovo  #<  from  the  bottom.”  And.  ac~ 
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cordingly,  as  he  (poke,  “  Lo  !  the 
€c  ifland  fliot  up  out  of  the  waters, yy 
It  is  eafy  to  trace  this  fable  to  its 
fource,  the  heaving  up  of  the  foil  at 
the  bottom  of  the  lea  by  the  vehe¬ 
mence  of  fire. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
origin  of  Vefuvius,  whether  as 
a  mountain  it  be  coeval  with  the 
firft-crcated  protuberances  of  this 
globe,  or  whether  it  be  an  irre¬ 
gular  production  of  ages  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  creation,  this  we 
may  fafely  affirm,  that  it  has  been 
a  volcano  beyond  the  reach  of 
hifiory  or  tradition.  Long  before 
it  laid  Herculaneum  walte,  it  was 
defcribed  by  authors  as  bearing 
the  marks  of  fire  on  its  fummit. 
Some  even  fay,  the  report  of  its 
having  vomited  flames  went  fo 
far  back  into  antiquity  as  to 
border  upon  fable.  A  molt  ani¬ 
mated  defcription  of  its  ravages 
in  79  is  left  us  by  the  younger 
Pliny,  who  was  a  woeful  witnefs 
to  all  he  relates.  From  that  time, 
it  now  and  then  burft  out,  and 
alarmed  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  feemed  by  degrees  to 
lofe  its  vigour,  till,  in  the  lower 
ages,  it  fcarce  gave  fufficient 
alarm  to  merit  a  place  in  the  chro¬ 
nicles  of  the  times.  In  1631,  it 
broke  out  again  with  accumulated 
fury,  and  fpread  fuch  devafiation 
around,  as  almoft  equalled  the 
horrors  of  the  firft  year  of  Titus. 
Since  that  epocha,  it  has  had  its 
periods  of  turbulence  and  repofe  ; 
and  of  late  years  it  has  fo  re¬ 
doubled  its  violance,  as  to  emit 
fmoke  continually,  and  every  year, 
at  lead:  a  torrent  of  lava.  Whence 
it  draws  its  immenfe  fupplies  of 
combuftibles,  and  how  long  its 
prefent  cone  will  be  able  to  bear 
thefe  unremitting  efforts,  exceeds 
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the  power  of  all  human  calcula-> 
tion.  1  believe,  however,  that 
with  all  its  terrors,  Vefuvius, 
open  and  aClive,  is  lefs  ho  file  to 
Naples,  than  it  would  be,  if  its 
eruptions  were  to  ceafe,  and  its 
ftruggies  were  to  be  confined  to  its 
bowels  :  then  undoubtedly  would 
enfue  rnofl  fatal  flaocks  to  the  un- 
ftable  foundation  of  the  Terra  di 
Lavoro. 

The  day  being  clear,  I  made 
feme  flay  on  the  top,  to  obtain  a  juft 
idea  of  the  topography  of  this  curi¬ 
ous  country.  There  cannot  be  a 
more  advantageous  iiation  for  exa¬ 
mining  Naples  and  its  environs,  as 
Vefuvius  Hands  fingle,  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  all  other  mountains, 
and  commands  the  plains  of  Nola, 
Capua,  and  Sarno,  the  chain  of 
the  Apennines,  the  promontory 
of  Sorrento,  the  hills  and  gulf  of 
Naples,  with  all  its  ifiands.  1 
o'oferved,  that  the  ridge  extending 
weftvvard  from  Poggio  Reale  to 
Monte  Gauro,  is  entirely  fepa- 
rated  by  the  plains  from  every 
other  eminence,  and  conffitutes  a 
va.ft  detached  promontory,  full  of 
lakes  and  hollows,  the  craters  of 
extindl  volcanos.  On  furveying 
thofe  regions  from  this  elevated 
pinacle,  it  appeared  to  me,  that, 
in  times  of  the  remoteft  antiquity, 
there  may  have  exirted  an  enor¬ 
mous  flaming  mountain,  with  its 
centrical  point  between  Ifchia  and 
the  Camaldoli,  and  that  Soifatara, 
Aftruni,  Barbaro,  &c.  may  be  but 
the  excrefcences  and  montagnuole 
of  one  gigantic  mafs,  which  after 
exhaufting  its  force,  and  wearing 
out  the  furface,  till  it  grew  unable 
to  fupport  its  own  weight,  may 
have  funk,  and  been  overwhelmed 
by  the  waves.  The  gulf  of  Baia, 
and  the  channels  of  Ifchia  and 
G  3  Procida, 
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feeble  in  comparifbn  of  the  tides 


Proclda,  may  Have  been  formed 
by  this  cataclyfm.  The  fize  of 
./Etna  renders  fuch  an  extent  no 
objection  to  my  hypothecs,  and 
ihevvs  to  what  a  monftrous  bulk  a 
mountain  can  fwell  itfelf.  Monte 
Epomeo  in  Ifehia,  and  the  Camal- 
dolij  are  both  abruptly  broken 
down  facing  each  other,  and  botii 
fiape  off  very  gradually  different 
ways,  till  one  is  loft  in  the  Campi 
Leborini,  and  the  other  finks  into 
the  fea. 


Some  Account  of  the  Mare  Piccolo 
of  T a  r  a  n to  — —  of  its  Shell- F ifh 
■»—  of  the  Nautilus  —  Coral  —  and 
Pinna  Marina  ;  from  the  fame* 

ID  £  V  O  T  E  D  the  afternoon  to 
a  water  party,  taking  with  me 
one  of  the  oldeft  and  molt  intelli¬ 
gent  of  the  Tarentine  fifhermen, 
to  (hew  me  the  filhing  and  fpawn- 
ing  places,  and  explain  the  dif¬ 
ferent  feafons  and  methods  of 
catching  filh.  We  took  boat,  and 
rowed  up  the  fouthern  (ho re  of 
the  Mare  Piccolo,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  of  meafuring  the  whole 
circumference,  which  Strabo  fixes 
at  one  hundred  ftadia,  or  twelve 
Englilh  miles  and  an  half.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  my  calculation,  the 
circuit  of  the  weftern  part  is  not 
more  than  half  as  great  as  that  of 
the  eaftern  one  ;  and  both  together, 
by  a  rough  eftimate,  are  about  fix- 
teen  miles.  This  increafe  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  deftrudlion  of 
all  the  parapets  and  walls  of  the 
old  city,  the  wearing  away  of  the 
banks,  and  overflowing  of  the  low 
grounds.  A  tide  is  very  percep¬ 
tible,  efpecially  when  the  moon 
changes,  and  ftill  more  fo  at  the 
folftices  and  equinoxes  $  but  very 


in  the  ocean  ;  however,  it  ferves 
to  keep  the  waters  of  this  land¬ 
locked  bay  fvveet,  and  to  bring  in 
caravans  of  filh,  that  fatten  and 
breed  in  its  quiet  pools.  "When  the 
Scirocco  blows  hard,  the  waves  are 
driven  up  with  great  violence,  and 
navigation  becomes  perilous  for 
fmall  vefiels. 

The  firft  objedls  of  my  curiofity 
were  the  beds  of  Cozzenere,  or 
mufcles,  the  greateft  and  moft  con- 
flan  t  fupply  of  the  market.  Their 
fpavvn  is  dropt  in  the  mud.  About 
the  twenty-firft  of  March,  little 
mufcles  begin  to  rife  up,  and 
cling  to  long  flakes  driven  by  the 
fifhermen  into  the  water  under 
the  city  wall,  and  in  the  caftle 
ditch.  There  they  thrive  and  grow 
in  ftill  water,  while  the  walkings  of 
the  ftreets  fupply  them  with  rich 
and  copious  nutriment.  In  Auguft: 
they  are  as  big  as  almonds,  and  are 
then  drawn  up  with  the  poles,  and 
fown  on  the  oppofite  of  the  Mare 
Piccolo,  among  the  frelh-water 
fprings'. 

About  the  middle  of  Qblober 
they  are  again  dragged  up,  fepa- 
rated,  and  fcattered  over  a  larger 
{pace.  In  fpring  they  are  brought 
to  market,  long  before  they  arrive 
at  their  full  growth.  This  hafte 
proceeds  from  the  avidity  of  the 
officers  of  the  revenue,  who  re¬ 
ceive  a  duty  of  four  carlini  a  can- 
taro  for  them,  whether  old  or 
young. 

When  a  long  continuance  of 
heavy  rains  fvvells  the  little  ftreams 
that  difcharge  themfelves  into  this 
gulf,  the  waters  become  muddy, 
and  thefe  filh  are  then  obferved  to 
grow  diftempered,  rotten,  and  un- 
wholefome.  The  caufe  of  this 
malady  lies  in  the  noxious  frag¬ 
ments 
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merits  of  animals,  putrid  vege¬ 
tables,  oily,  bituminous,  and  ful- 
phureous  particles,  wafhed  from 
the  earth  by  the  fhowers.  They 
cut  the  tender  fibres  or  fingers 
which  the  fifh.  ftretches  out,  mis¬ 
taking  them  for  wholefome  food. 
The  wounded  parts  feller,  and 
poifon  the  whole  body.  It  is  an 
obfervation  made  here,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  long  experience,  that 
all  the  tellaceous  tribe  is  fuller, 
fatter  and  more  delicate,  during 
the  new  and  full  moon,  than  in 
the  firffc  and  laft  quarters.  The 
difference  is  accounted  for  by  the 
tides  and  currents,  which  fet  in 
ilronger  in  the  new  and  full  moon, 
and  bring  with  them  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  bruifed  fillies,  infedls, 
fruits,  and  other  fattening  nur¬ 
ture.  I  was  alfured  that  nothing 
caufes  fifh  to  fpoil  fooner  than 
leaving  them  expofed  to  the  beams 
of  the  moon  ;  and  that  all  pru¬ 
dent  fifhermen,  when  out  by 
night,  cover  what  they  catch  with 
an  awning.  If  they  meet  with 
any  dead  fifh  on  the  llrand,  or  in 
the  market,  they  can  always 
difcern,  by  its  colour  and  fiabbi- 
nefs,  if  it  be  allunato ,  moon- 
llruck ;  and,  except  in  cafes  of 
great  necelfity,  abllain  from  it  as 
unwholefome.  Not  having  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  verifying  this  affer- 
tion,  I  give  it  as  doubtful ;  for  I 
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know  the  Italians  are  apt  to  attri¬ 
bute  to  the  baneful  influence  of 
the  moon  many  llrange  effedls, 
which  philofophers  of  other  na¬ 
tions  do  not  afcribe  to  it.  No 
Italian  will  lie  down  to  fleep, 
where  moonfhine  can  reach  him. 

The  Cozze  Pelofe,  or  velvet 
mufcle,  is  firft  dragged  for  in  the 
Great  Sea,  and  then  fcattered  to 
breed  on  Sciaie,  or  heaps  of  Hones 
funk  by  the  fifhermen  at  every 
head-land  of  the  Mare  Piccolo. 

Under  the  Piano,  or  eaftern 
fhore,  are  the  oyfter  -  beds :  no 
coait  affords  a  more  exquifite  fort. 
In  winter,  large  hampers  of  them 
are  fent  over-land  to  Naples.  The 
feafon  is  confined  by  law  to  a  term 
between  the  25th  of  November  and 
Eafler  Sunday. 

Brundufium  was  the  great  fup- 
plier  of  oyfters  for  the  Roman 
tables.  From  that  port,  the  fpawn 
was  carried  to  flock  their  public 
refervoirs  at  the  Lucrene  Lake, 
near  Baise ;  and  no  mention  is 
made  by  the  ancients  of  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  any  Tarentine  fhell-fifh 
except  the  fcallop*.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  not  unlikely  that  oyfter-fpawn 
has  been  brought  to  Taranto  from 
Brindifl,  and  better  preferved  than 
at  the  original  bed,  where  the  ob- 
ftrudlions  in  the  mouth  of  the  har¬ 
bour  have  ruined  all  the  fifheries  f. 

The  papyraceous  Nautilus  is 

fome- 


*  Pe£linibus  patulis  ja£lat  fe  molle  Tarentum.  Hor.  Sat. 
f  I  received  from  my  friend,  F.  Ant.  Minafi,  the  following  lift  of  fhell-fifli 
found  in  the  Tarentine  waters.  He  drew  it  up  according  to  the  Linnaean 
fyftem  from  a  large  affortment  of  fpeeimens,  which  he  was  commiflioned  to 
clafs,  before  they  were  prefented  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Taranto  to  the  Infant 
Don  Gabriel.  Had  my  learned  correfpondent  had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting 
thofe  feas,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  his  piercing  and  experienced  eye  would 
have  difcovered  other  fpecies,  if  not  genera,  of  fillies. 

1.  Chiton  fquamofus  et  cinereus  2.  Lepas  balanus, 

G  4  3.  Lepas 
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fometimes,  but  very  rarely,  feen  fflells  of  a  prodigious  bulk  afleep, 
fpreading  the  wonderful  mechanifm  floating  on  the  furface  of  the  water 
of  its  fail  and  oars  in  the  fmooth  bays  in  a  fultry  day. 
of  the  Mare  Grande  ;  and  fome-  Very  fine  branchy  coral  is  found 
times  filhermen  furprife  trumpet-  along  the  coaft  eaft  of  the  city. 


3.  Lepas  anatifera 

4.  Lepas  teftudinaria — altera  radiis 

6,  et  altera  5. 

5.  Pholas  daftylus  cum  cardine  re- 

curvato  connexoque  cartilagine 

6 .  Mya  pi£forum 

7.  Solen  enfis 

8.  Solen  legumen 

9.  Solen  ftrigilatus 

10.  Tellina  anomala 

31.  Tellina  carnaria 

32.  Tellina  roftrata 
13.  Tehina  Punicea 

34.  Tellina  fragilis 

35.  Tellina  planata 

36.  Cardium  aculeatum 

37.  Cardium  edule 

38.  Cardium  ruftlcuni 

39.  Matbra  ftriatula 
ao.  Donax  trunculus 

21.  Venus  laeta 

22.  Venus  Paphia 
2,3.  Venus  caliypige 
24..  Venus  deflora ta 

25.  Spondylus  Gaederopus 

26.  Charna  antiquata 

27.  Area  Noae 
28^  Area  barbata 

29.  Anomia  ephiflium 

30.  My ti lus  edulis 

31.  Pinna  nobilis 

32.  Argonauta  Argo 

33.  Buccinum  galea 

34.  Buccinum  maeulatum 

35.  Buccinum  Tritonis 

36.  Echinus  Cidaris 

37.  Echinus  efculentus 

38.  Echinus  faxatilis 

39.  Echinus  mamillaris 
40:  Echinus  placenta 

41.  Serpula  anguina 

42.  Oftrea  edulis 

43.  Oftrea  Jocobea 

44.  Oftrea  bullata 

45.  Oftrea  pufio 

46.  Oftrea  ian guinea 

47.  Oftrea  varia 


48.  Oftrea  lima 

49.  Oftrea  radula 

50.  Cyprea  talpa 

51.  Cyprea  lurida 

52.  Cyprea  caput  ferpentis 

53.  Cyprea  pediculus 

54.  Conus  monachus 

55.  Bulla  aperta 

56.  Bulla  Naucus 

57.  Bulla  hydatis 

58.  Voluta  cancellata 

59.  Voiuta  glabella 

60.  Buccinum  echinophorum 

61.  S trombus  pes  pellicani 

62.  S trombus  lentiginofus 

63.  Mu  rex  faxatilis 

64.  Mu  rex  reticularis 

65.  Murex  coftatus 

66.  Murex  cutaceus 

67.  Murex  pufio 

68.  Murex  cornutus 

69.  Murex  erinaceus 

70.  Murex  pileare 

71.  Murex  triqueter 

72.  Murex  fufeatus 

73.  Trochus  teffulatus 

74.  Trochus  umbilicaris 

75.  Turbo  cochlus 

76.  Turbo  pullus 

77.  Turbo  nodololus 

78.  Helix  pifta 

79.  Nerita  littoralis 

80.  Nerita  canraena 

81.  Nerita  rufa 

82.  Haliotis  Midae 

83.  Patella  finuala 

84.  Patella  lutea 

85.  Patella  ruftica 

86.  Patella  fufea 

87.  Patella  puftula 

88.  Patella  Graeca 

89.  Dentaiium  dentalis 

90.  Dentalium  corneum 

91.  Serpula  arenaria 

92.  Serpula  vermicularis 

93.  Serpula  contortupiicata. 

The 
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The  places  are  kept  a  profound 
fecret.  Marks  are  fet  up  on  land, 
by  which  the  Tarentines  fleer  their 
courfe,  and  fink  their  hooks  and 
crofs-beams  exactly  in  the  middle 
of  a  coral  bed,  while  ftrangers 
mult  row  about  a  whole  day  drag¬ 
ging,  without  a  guide,  or  certain¬ 
ty  of  bringing  up  a  fingle  twig. 
There  was,  a  few  years  ago,  fuch 
abundance  of  coral  near  thefe 

fhores,  that  a  boat’s  crew  was  once 
known  to  draw  up  in  one  day  as 
much  as  fold  for  five  hundred  du¬ 
cats  (93 /.  15  r.)  Large  pieces  may 
be  had  for  about  five  ducats  per  ro- 
tolo,  which  at  Taranto  contains  only 
thirteen  ounces. 

Under  Cape  St.  Vito,  once  fa¬ 
mous  for  an  abbey  of  Bafilian 

monks,  and  in  molt  parts  of  the 
Mare  Grande,  the  rocks  are 

fludded  with  the  Pinna  Marina. 
This  bivalved  fhell  of  the  mufcle 
tribe  frequently  exceeds  two  feet 
in  length.  It  fallens  itfelf  to  the 
Hones  by  its  hinge,  and  throws 

out  a  large  tuft  of  filky  threads, 
which  float  and  play  about  to  al¬ 
lure  fmall  fifh :  amidfl  thefe  fila¬ 
ments  is  generally  found,  befides 
other  infedts,  a  fmall  Ihrimp,  called 
by  the  ancients,  Cancer  Pinno¬ 
theres,  by  the  modern  Tarentines, 
Caurella.  This  little  cruflaceous 
animal  was  imagined  to  be  gene¬ 
rated  with  the  Pinna,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  nature  to  adl  as  a 
■watchman,  in  apprizing  it  of  the 
approach  of  prey  or  enemies ;  and 
that,  upon  the  lead  alarm,  this 
guard  flipt  down  into  the  fhell, 
which  was  inflantly  clofed :  but 
more  accurate  obfervers  have  dif- 
covered,  that  the  poor  fhrimp  is 
no  more  than  a  prey  itfelf,  and 
by  no  means  a  centinel  for  the 
mufcle,  which  in  its  turn  fre- 
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quently  falls  a  vidtim  to  the  wiles 
of  the  Polypus  Odlopedia.  In 
very  ca'm  weather,  this  rapacious 
pirate  may  be  feen  ftealing  to¬ 
wards  the  yawning  fhells  with  a 
pebble  in  his  claws,  which  he 
darts  fo  dexteroufly  into  the  aper¬ 
ture,  that  the  Pinna  cannot  fhut 
itfelf  up  clofe  enough  to  pinch  off 
the  feelers  of  its  antagonift,  or  fave 
its  flefh  from  his  ravenous  tooth. 
The  Pinna  is  torn  off  the  rocks 
with  hooks,  and  broken  for  the 
fake  of  its  bunch  of  filk  called 
Lanapenna,  which  is  fold,  in  its 
rude  Hate,  for  about  fifteen  car- 
lini  a  pound,  to  women  that  vvafh 
it  well  with  foap  and  frefh  water. 
When  it  is  perfedlly  cleanfed  of 
all  its  impurities,  they  dry  it  in 
the  fhade,  flraiten  it  with  a  large 
comb,  cut  of  the  ufelefs  root,  and 
card  the  remainder  j  by  which 
means  they  reduce  a  pound  of 
coarfe  filaments  to  about  three 
ounces  of  fine  thread.  This  they 
knit  into  flockings,  gloves,  caps, 
and  waiflcoats :  but  they  com¬ 
monly  mix  a  little  iilk  as  a 
flrengthener.  This  web  is  of  a  beau¬ 
tiful  yellow  brown,  refembling  the 
burnifhed  gold  on  the  back  of 
fome  flies  and  beetles.  1  was  told 
that  the  Lanapenna  receives  its 
glofs  from  being  fleeped  in  lemon 
juice,  and  being  afterwards  preffed 
down  with  a  taylor’s  goofe. 


Natural  Hijlory  of  the  Tarantula  ; 
from  the jame. 

THE  Tarantula  is  a  fpider 
of  the  third  fpecies  of  Lin¬ 
naeus’s  fourth  family,  with  eight 
eyes,  placed  four,  two  and  two ; 
its  colour  commonly  a  very  dark 
grey,  but  varies  according  to  age 

and 
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and  food.  The  bulk  of  its  fore-part 
is  alraofl:  double  that  of  the  hind 
part ;  the  back  of  its  neck  railed 
high,  and  its  leg  fhort  and  thick. 
It  lives  in  bare  lields,  where  the 
lands  are  fallow,  but  not  very 
liardt  and,  from  its  antipathy  to 
damp  and  fftade,  choofes  for  its 
residence  the  riling  part  of  the 
ground  facing  the  ealt.  Its  dwell¬ 
ing  is  about  four  inches  deep,  and 
half  an  inch  wide ;  at  the  bottom  it 
is  curved,  and  there  the  infeCt  fits  in 
wet  weather,  and  cuts  its  way  out, 
if  water  gains  upon  it.  I  t  weaves 
a  net  at  the  mouth  of  the  hole. 
Thefe  fpiders  do  not  live  quite  a 
year.  In  July  they  died  their 
Ikin,  and  proceed  to  propagation, 
which,  from  a  mutual  diftruft,  as 
they  frequently  devour  one  ano¬ 
ther,  is  a  work  undertaken  with 
great  circumfpeCtion.  They  lay 
about  feven  hundred  and  thirty 
eggs,  which  are  hatched  in  the 
fpring ;  but  the  parent  does  not 
live  to  fee  her  progeny,  having 
expired  early  in  the  winter.  The 
Ichneumon  fly  is  their  mod  formi¬ 
dable  enemy. 


An  Account  of  Jo  me  Experiments  on 
Mercury  and  Silver ,  made  at 
Guildford,  in  May  1782,  in  the 
Laboratory  of  J.  Price,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S. 

Experiment  I. 

Made  May  the  6th ,  1782,  before 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderfon  ;  Capt. 
Francis  Grofe  ;  Mr.  RufTell  and 
Mr.  D.  Grofe,  the  Gentlemen 
mentioned  in  the  Introduction  as 
the  mofi  proper  Witnejfes  of  the 
Procefsy  then  rejident  in  Guild¬ 
ford. 

IALF  an  ounce  of  mercury 
provided  by  Capt.  Grofe 

* 
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(bought  at  an  apothecary 7s  of  the 
town)  was  placed  in  a  fmall  Pleflian- 
crucible,  brought  by  Mr.  Ruffel!, 
on  a  flux  compofed  of  borax, 
(alfo  brought  by  him)  a  fmall 
piece  of  charcoal  taken  out  of  a 
fcutcle  (fortuitoufly)  by  Mr.  D. 
Grofe,  and  examined  by  the  red  of 
the  company;  and  a  fmall  piece 
of  nitre,  alfo  taken  out  without 
feleCtion,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ander¬ 
fon,  from  a  quantity  in  common 
ufe,  in  the  laboratory  ;  thefe  be¬ 
ing  pounded  together  in  a  mortar 
which  all  the  company  had  pre- 
vioufly  InfpeCted,  were  preffed  down 
into  the  crucible  with  a  fmall  peftle  ; 
on  this  flux  the  mercury  was  pour¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Anderfon,  and  upon  it 
half  a  grain,  carefully  weighed  out 
by  Mr.  RufTell,  of  a  certain  pow¬ 
der  of  a  deep  red  colour,  furnilhed 
by  Dr.  P.  was  put  on  it  by  Mr. 
Anderfon. 

The  crucible  was  then  placed  in 
a  fire  of  a  moderate  red  heat  by 
Dr.  P.  who  from  his  greater  faci¬ 
lity  in  managing  the  fire  from  long 
habit,  was  thought  moft  eligible  to 
conduct  the  experiment.  He  re¬ 
peatedly  called  the  attention  of 
the  company  to  obferve  the  itages 
of  the  procefs,  and  to  remark  in 
every  part  of  it  that  any  vo¬ 
luntary  deception  on  his  part  was 
impoflible. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
from  the  projection  of  the  powder, 
and  the  placing  of  the  crucible  in 
the  fire,  he  obferved  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  who  on  infpedtion  found  his 
obfervation  true,  that  the  mer¬ 
cury,  though  in  a  red  hot  crucible, 
fhewed  no  figns  of  evaporation, 
or  even  of  boiling  :  the  fire  was 
then  gradually  raifed,  with  at¬ 
tention  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany^  and  repeated  calls  for  that 
attention  from  Dr.  P.  that  no  un¬ 
due 
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due  addition  might  be  made  to  the 
matter  in  the  crucible  ;  in  a  llrong 
glowing  red,  or  rather  white- 
red,  a  fmall  dip  was  taken  on  the 
point  of  a  clean  iron  rod,  and  when 
cold,  the  fcori/e  fo  taken  being 
knocked  off,  were  fhewn  to  the 
company,  and  found  replete  with 
fmall  globules  of  a  whitifh  co¬ 
loured  metal,  which  Dr.  P.  ob- 
ferved  to  them  could  not  be  mer¬ 
cury,  as  being  evidently  fixed  in 
that  llrong  heat  :  but  as  he  repre¬ 
sented  to  them  might  be  an  inter¬ 
mediate  fubftance  between  mer¬ 
cury  and  a  more  perfect  metal. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  borax 
(brought  by  Mr.  R.)  was  then  in¬ 
jected  by  him,  and  the  fire  railed, 
but  with  the  fame  precautions  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  P.  to  fubjeft  every 
thing  to  the  minute  infpeCtion  of 
the  perfons  prefent ;  and  after 
continuing  the  crucibles  in  a 
itrong  red-white  heat  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  it  was  care¬ 
fully  taken  out,  and  gradually 
cooled  ;  on  breaking  it,  a  globule 
of  yellow  metal  was  found  at  bot¬ 
tom,  and  in  the  fcorite  fmaller 
ones,  which,  collected  and  placed 
in  an  accurate  balance  by  Mr. 
RufTell,  were  found  to  weigh  fully 
ten  grains.  This  metal  was  in 
the  prefence  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  gentlemen  fealed  up  in  a 
phial,  impreffed  with  the  feal  of 
Mr.  Anderfon,  to  be  Submitted 
to  future  examination,  though 
every  one  prefent  was  perfuaded 
that  the  metal  was  gold. 

The  feal  being  broke  the  next 
morning,  in  the  prelence  of  the 
former  company,  and  of  Captain 
Auften,  and  the  metal  hydrofta- 
tically  examined,  the  weight  of 
the  larger  globule  (the  others  be¬ 
ing  too  minute  for  this  mode  of 
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examination)  was  found  to  be  in 
air  9  grains  and  a  quarter,  and  in 
diftilled  water  of  temp.  Fahren. 
50  plus,  it  loft  fomething  more 
than  |  (but  not  quite  an  half)  of 
a  grain;  the  difference  was  not 
appreciable,  as  no  fmaller  weight 
than  the  eighth  of  a  grain  was  at 
hand,  but  was  judged  by  all  the 
company  to  be  nearly  interme¬ 
diate  ;  i.  e.  ~  £  * — at  half  a  grain 
the  fp.  gr.  would  be  rather  more 
than  18:15  if  only  -§-  were  loft 
in  water,  the  fp.  gr.  would  exceed 
24  :  1.  the  intermediate,  would 
be  21.  ~  nearly  ;  but  as  the  lofs 
feemed  rather  more  than  the  in¬ 
termediate,  though  apparently  and 
decided  lefs  than  half  a  grain,  the 
fpecific  gravity  muft  have  been 
nearly  as  20  :  1.  and  in  this  efti- 
mate  all  prefent  acquiefced. 

After  this  hydroftatical  exa¬ 
mination,  the  globule  was  flat¬ 
tened  by  percuflion  into  a  thin 
plate,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Ruf- 
fell,  in  the  manner  of  artifts  for 
commercial  purpofes  ;  on  finishing 
his  Scrutiny,  he  declared  it  to  be 
as  good  gold  as  the  grain  gold  of 
the  refiners ,  and  that  he  would 
readily  purchafe  fuch  gold  as  that 
which  he  had  juft  examined  at  the 
higheft  price  demanded  for  the 
pureft  gold. 

The  plate  being  then  divided, 
one  half  was  before  the  company 
fealed  up  by  Mr.  A.  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  a  trial  of  its  purity, 
which  Dr.  P.  propofed,  requeu¬ 
ing  his  friend  Dr.  Higgins,  of 
Greek-ftreet,  to  make ;  the  re¬ 
mainder  being  put  into  aq.  regia 
of  nit.  acid  and  fal.  ammon.  af¬ 
forded  a  folution  fufficiently  rich, 
before  the  company  feparated,  to 
yield  with  fol.  of  tin.  a  richly  co¬ 
loured  crimfon  precipitate. 

Capt. 
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Capt.  G«  was  accidentally  a b- 
fent  when  the  precipitate  was  made, 
but  faw  it  next  day,  Jn  about 
four  hours  the  portion  of  metal 
employed  was  completely  diffolv- 
ed  ;  and  the  next  morning,  before 
Capt.  and  Mr.  D.  Grofe,  and 
Mr.  Ruffe  11,  (Mr.  A.  being  pre¬ 
vented  from  coming)  the  lolution 
being  divided  into  three  portions, 
the  following  experiments  were 
made 

To  the  firfl:  portion,  diluted 
with  water,  was  added  a  quantity 
of  can  (lie  vol.  aik.  and  the  preci¬ 
pitate,  which  was  copious,  being 
duly  feparated  and  dried,  about  a 
grain  of  it,  placed  on  a  tin  plate, 
was  heated  and  found  to  explode 
fmartly,  This  experiment  was 
repeated  three  times. 

To  the  fecond  portion,  diluted, 
was  added  a  portion  of  fol.  of  tin, 
in  aq.  reg.  A  beautiful  crimjbn- 
c®Joured  precipitate  was  imme¬ 
diately  formed  in  confiderable 
quantity;  which,  when  dryed,  was 
mixed  with  a  fufible  frit,  com- 
pofed  of  flint-powder,  and  the 
fluxes  proper  for  the  ruby  glafs  of 
caffius,  in  the  proportion  of  5 
grains  of  the  precipitate  to  ^  ij  of 
the  frit,  and  in  a  vitrifying  heat 
afforded  in  about  three  hours  a 
tranfparent  glafs,  which,  by  heat¬ 
ing  again,  affumed  an  elegant 
crimfon  colour:  and  the  remain¬ 
der  which  continued  m  the  fire 
alfo  acquired  a  bright  red  colour. 

The  third  portion  being  mixed 


with  vitriolic  ether,  imparted  to 
it  the  yellow  colour  given  to  this 
fluid  by  folutions  of  gold  ;  and  the 
ether  being  evaporated  in  a  fhal- 
low  veflel,  a  thin  purplifh  pellicle 
adhered  to  the  fide,  fpotted  in  fe- 
veral  places  with  yellow. 

Tr.  Higg  ins  foon  after  receiv¬ 
ing  the  piece  of  metal,  favoured 
the  author  with  an  anfvver,  in 
which  he  notified  that  the  packet 
came  to  him  under  the  proper 
feal  :«~That  he  was  well  fatisfied 
of  the  purity  of  the  gold  he  receiv¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  he  confidered  the 
author’s  experiments  as  exclufive- 
ly  fufficient  to  have  afeertained 
the  nature  and  purity  of  the  me¬ 
tal. 

Experiment  II. 

Made  at  Dr.  Price’s  May  8th,  iy8z, 
before  Sir  Philip  Clarke,  Dr. 
Spence,  . the  Rev.  Mr.  Ander- 
fon,  Capt.  Grofe,  Mr.  Ruffell, 
and  Mr.  D.  Grofe. 

HALF  an  ounce  of  mercury, 
procured  from  one  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham,  an  apothecary  of  the  town, 
was  placed  on  a  flux  compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  powdered  charcoal, 
two  drachms  of  borax,  and  one 
fcruple  of  nitre,  and  on  it  when  a 
little  warmed  proje&ed  one  grain 
of  a  white  powder,  furnifhed  by 
Dr.  Price. 

After  the  crucible  had  acquired 
a  red  heat,  the  company  all  faw 
the  mercury  lying  quiet  at  the  bot- 


*  The  final!  plate  falling  by  accident  on  a  globule  of  mercury  on  the  table, 
readily  amalgamated  with  it.  I  his  -is  mentioned  in  confequence  of  an  obferv- 
ati-on  in  the  Critical  Review.  The  Smiris  Hilpanica  is  not  in  the  leak  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  preparation  injected  on  the  mercury. 

The  procefs  is  more  analogous  to  that  of  Dr.  Brandt,  referred  to  by  the 
ingenious  Reviewer  of  this  article,  in  his  very  candid  and  farisfa&ory  Cri- 
trique. 

tpm, 
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tom,  without  boiling  or  fmoking 
in  the  leak,  and  it  continued  in  this 
tranquil  Ante  after  it  had  gained  a 
full  red  heat.  It  was  continued  in 
a  fire  gradually  augmented  to  a 
white  heat,  near  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  a  fmaller  crucible  pre- 
f vioujly  infpeciedy  being  inverted 
on  it,  to  prevent  coals  from  fail¬ 
ing  in  :  and  the  crucible  being  then 
withdrawn  and  cooled,  many  glo¬ 
bules  of  white  metal  were  found 
ditxuled  through  the  whole  mafs  of 
fcoriai :  of  thefe  globules  were  col- 
leited  to  the  weight  of  ten  grains, 
before  the  company  feparated,  and 
confirmed  to  the  care  of  Mr. 

o 

Rulfeil,  who  took  them  away  with 
him. 

Part  of  the  remaining  globules 
being  afterwards  collected,  by 
pounding  the  crucible  and  walking 
over  the  powder,  the  whole  when 
melted  together  amounted  to  thir¬ 
teen  grains. 

Dr.  Price  remarked  on  this  pro- 
cefs,  that  having  taken  too  great  a 
quantity  of  charcoal,  the  globules 
were  thereby  difperfed  over  the 
whole  mafs,  and  the  powder  having 
been  fprinkled  againft  the  fides  of 
the  crucible  had  not  produced  its 
greatefl  effedt.  And  that  fome  of 
the  mercury  which  had  efcaped  its 
adlion  mull;  have  been  volatilized  by 
the  heat;  and  this  on  infpedlion  of 
the  covering  crucible  was  found  to 
be  true.  The  experiment  was 
therefore  the  next  morning  repeat¬ 
ed  in  prefence  of  Mr.  Anderfon, 
Capt.  and  Enfign  Grofs,  and  Mr. 
Rulfeil. 

Experiment  III. 

The  remaining  half  ounce  of  mer¬ 
cury  was  employed  ;  the  charcoal 
and  borax,  both  taken  without  fe- 
ledtion  from  large  quantities  in  the 
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laboratory,  were  powdered  by  Mr. 
Grofe,  and  the  mercury  placed  in 
the  crucible  as  in  the  former  ex¬ 
periment. 

Barely*  hair  a  grain  of  the  white 
powder,  weighed  out  by  Mr.  Ruf- 
fell,  was  projected  on  the  mercury, 
which  by  lome  accidental  delay 
had  begun  to  boil  in  the  crucible  ; 
but  on  the  application  of  the 
powder  the  ebullition  ceafbd,  al¬ 
though  the  crucible  'and  contained 
mercury  was  lubjedled  to  a  ?nucb 
greater  heat ;  and  it  continued  with¬ 
out  boiling,  even  w’hen  of  a  red 
heat.  The  crucible  was  gradually 
heated  to  a  'white  heat,  and  when 
cooled  and  broke,  there  was  found 
in  the  bottom  a  well  colledled  bead 
of  fine  white  metal,  weighing  four 
grains. 

Experiment  IV. 

Gn  the  fame  day,  and  the  fame 
perfons  being  prefent  as  at  the  pre¬ 
ceding  experiment,  the  following 
was  made  on  filver. 

Mr.  Rulfeil  weighed  out  fixty 
grains  (one  drachm)  of  grain  fil¬ 
ver,  which  he  had  purchaied  of 
Melfrs.  Floyer  and  Co.  refiners  in 
Love-lane,  Wood-ftreet,  Cheap- 
fide  :  this  quantity  was  placed  in 
a  fmall  crucible  on  fome  of  the 
flux  made  as  above,  before  the 
company  ;  and  on  the  filver,  when 
in  fufion,  was  projected  a  bare 
half  grain  of  the  red  powder,  ufed 
iu  Experiment  I.  The  crucible 
was  then  replaced  in  the  fire,  and 
continued  there  for  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour  ;  a  piece  of  borax 
talftn  at  a  venture,  out  of  a  jar 
containing  a  large  quantity,  was 
thrown  on  the  metal  by  Mr. 
Grofe. 

Dr.  Price  foon  after,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  flux  imagining 
-  the 
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the  crucible  to  be  cracked  (by  the 
cold  and  moiflure  of  the  borax)  took 
it  out  of  the  fire,  and  finding  that 
what  he  fufpe&ed  had  happened, 
did  not  replace  it;  when  cold  it  was 
broke,  and  the  button  of  metal  was 
found  in  the  bottom,  which,  when 
weighed,  appeared  not  to  have 
loll  any  of  its  original  weight,  fo 
that  fortunately  only  the  flux  had 
tranfuded. 

Exp  e  ri  m  e  nt  V. 

That  no  doubt  might  arife  from 
the  failure  of  the  crucible  in  the  laft 
experiment,  a  fimilar  one  was  made 
in  the  prefence  of  the  fame  perfons, 
with  the  addition  of  j.  D.  Garth  - 

waite,  of  - - •,  Efq.  who  was  alfo 

prefen t  at  the  latter  part  of  Experi¬ 
ment  IV. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  grain  filver  was  by  Mr. 
Ruffell  weighed  out,  and  put  into 
a  fmall  Heffian  crucible  on  a  flux 
of  charcoal  and  borax  made  before 
the  company,  with  the  fame  pre¬ 
cautions  as  in  Experiment  I.  On 
the  filver,  when  fufed,  was  pro¬ 
jected  by  Mr.  Anderfon  a  bare  half 
grain  of  the  red  powder,  and  about 
five  minutes  after,  fome  glafs  of 
borax  (to  avoid  the  moilfure  con¬ 
tained  in  crude  borax)  was  thrown 
an  by  one  of  the  company.  The 
crucible  after  being  kept  in  a 
red-white  heat  for  about  fifteen 
minutes  was  taken  out,  and  when 
cold  broke  s  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fcorite  or  rather  flux,  which  in  this 
experiment  was  neatly  fufed,  lay 
the  button  of  metal,  which  was 
found  nearly ,  if  not  exadly ,  of  its 
original  weight. 

It  was  then  tried  by  Mj\  Ruffell, 
in  the  artifls’  manner  ;  as  was  alfo 
the  piece  of  metal  obtained  in 
Experiment  IV.  He  found  both 

1 


of  them  to  contain  gold  ;  the  latter 
in  larger  quantity,  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pended,  from  the  relative  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  powder  and  filver  in  the 
two  experiments. 

Dr.  Price  alfo  examined  the  metal 
on  the  touchflone  (bafaltes)and  with 
nitrous  acid  ;  when  all  the  com¬ 
pany  faw  the  mark  of  gold  remain¬ 
ing,  while  a  mark  made  by  a  piece 
of  the  very  parcel  of  grain  filver 
from  which  the  portion  ufed  in 
thefe  experiments  had  been  taken, 
and  placed  by  the  fide  of  the 
mark  from  the  enriched  filver,  to- 
taly  vanifhed  on  wetting  it  with 
the  aqua  fortis^ 

The  mark  from  the  enriched  fil¬ 
ver,  remained  (of  a  yellow  colour) 
after  repeated  affufions  of  weak  and 
ftrong  aqua  fortis.  So  that  the 
company  were  entirely  convinced 
that  gold  was  now  contained  in 
the  fufed  filver. 

The  chemical  reader  will  pro¬ 
bably  anticipate  the  author’s  ob- 
fervation  ;  — -  that  of  the  known 
metalic  fubflances  of  a  gold  co¬ 
lour,  fulphurated  tin  could  not, 
without  decompofition,  have  fuf- 
tained  the  heat  employed  in  thefe 
experiments  ;  and  that  copper,  or 
regulus  of  Nickel,  would  have 
been  diffolved  by  the  nitrous  acid, 
equally  with  the  filver.  The  re¬ 
mark  is  indeed  fcarce  neceffary ; 
for  had  it  been  poffible  to  have 
fecretly  introduced  into  the  cruci¬ 
ble  any  of  thefe  metals,  (and  none 
of  the  company  would  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  tolerate  the  idea  of  fuch  an 
attempt  having  been  made)  the 
identity  of  weight  obferved  was 
fufhcient  to  prove  that  nothing 
but  the  crimfon  powder  had  been 
added. 

After  the  pieces  of  metal  had 
been  thus  feparately  examined, 

they 
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they  were  melted  together,  and 
when  cool  it  was  remarked  that 
the  furface  of  the  culot  of  metal 
Was  elegantly  radiated  with  alter¬ 
nate  ftrire  and  furrows  ;  an  ap¬ 
pearance  not  ufual  in  fufed  filveik 
Ten  grains  were  referved  by  D r* 
Price  for  his  own  examination  ; 
and  the  other  80  grains  were  taken 
by  Mr.  Ruflell,  to  be  aflfayed  in 
the  refiners’  manner. 

Dr.  Price  found  the  proportion 
of  gold  to  be  j  of  the  whole  mafs. 

Mr,  Ruffell  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days  caufed  all  the  above- 
mentioned  gold,  filver,  and  mix¬ 
ture  of  gold  and  filver,  to  be  af¬ 
fayed  in  the  artilts’  manner,  for 
the  refiners,  at  the  office  of  Meflrs. 
Pratt  and  Dean,  allay -matters,  near 
Cheapfide. 

They  allayed  each  portion  fepa- 
rately,  and  reported  the  gold  and 
filver  to  be  of  the  moll  compleat 
purity  :  and  the  enriched  filver  to 
contain  gold  in  the  proportion  of 
one  eighth  of  the  joint  weight  : 
and  this  report  he  alfo  repeated 
before  the  fpeCtators  of  Experi¬ 
ment  VII.  on  May  25. 

J.t  was  remarkable  that  both  the 
refiner  and  the  affay-mader  at  firj, 1 
affirmed  the  impofiibility  of  luc- 
cefs  in  the  procefs ;  and  preju¬ 
diced  by  received  opinions,  quef- 
tioned  the  purity  of  the  metals, 
though  they  owned  they  looked 
much  like  ordinary  gold.  The 
aflay  removed  their  doubts  ;  and 
they  owned,  with  furprize,  that 
the  metals  were  entirely  pure,  and 
certified  their  purity  in  their  offi¬ 
cial  report. 

Experiment  Vf. 

Made  May  15,  1782,  before  Sir 

Philip  Horton  Clarke,  the  Rev. 
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B.  Anderfon,  Capt.  Grofe,  Dr • 
Spence,  Mr.  D.  Grofe  and  Mr . 
Hal  lam  by,  and  fever  al  ti?nes  re¬ 
peated  before  Mr.  Anderfon,  and 
Dr.  Spence. 

TWO  ounces  of  Mercury  were 
by  one  of  the  company  taken  out 
ofacidern  in  the  laboratory,  con¬ 
taining  about  two  hundred  weight 
of  quickfilver  (for  experiments  on 
the  gaffes)  and  in  a  fmall  Wedge€ 
wood’s-ware  mortar  rubbed  with 
a  drop  or  two  of  vit.  ether :  on 
this  mercury,  which  was  very 
bright  and  remarkably  fluid,  bare¬ 
ly  a  grain  of  the  white  powder  was 
put,  and  afterwards  rubbed  up 
with  it  for  about  three  minutes. 

On  pouring  the  mercury  out  of 
the  mortar,  it  was  ohferved  to 
have  become  blackifli  and  to  pour 
iluggifhly  ;  after  Handing  ten  mi¬ 
nutes,  on  being  poured  out  of  the 
vefiel  in  which  it  had  Hood,  it 
was  found  confiderably  lefs  fluid 
than  before  ;  and  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour’s  time  fo  increafed  in  fpif- 
fitude  as  hardly  to  pour  at  all ; 
but  feemed  full  of  lumps.  Bein£ 
now  drained  through  a  cloth,  a 
fubftance  like  an  amalgam,  of  a 
pretty  folid  confidence,  remained 
behind ;  the  unfixed  mercury  be¬ 
ing  expelled  from  this  mafs,  by 
placing  it  on  a  charcoal,  and  di¬ 
recting  the  flame  of  a  lamp  on  it 
with  a  blow-pipe,  a  bead  of  fine 
white  metal  remained  fixed  in  a 
drong  red  heat :  which  by  every 
fubfequent  trial  appeared  to  be 
filver  t  the  weight  of  the  bead  thus 
colleded,  weighed  and  examined 
before  the  company  feparated,  was 
1 8  grains:  but  much  remaining 
in  the  drained  mercury,  this  was 
afterwards  feparated,  and  weighed 
1 1  grains ;  the  whole  obtained 

was 
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was  therefore  29  grains,  or  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  powder  as  28  :  1. 

Five  drachms  of  mercury,  taken 
out  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
above  two  ounces,  were  rubbed 
up  with  vit.  either,  and  afterwards 
with  barely  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
of  the  red  powder ;  a  mafs  like  an 
amalgam  being  obtained  by  drain¬ 
ing  it  after  it  had  flood  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  the  mer¬ 
cury  driven  off  before  the  blow¬ 
pipe,  as  in  the  former  experi¬ 
ment,  a  bead  of  yellow  metal  re¬ 
mained,  weighing  4.  grains  ;  and 
after  danding  fome  time  longer, 
gr.  2.  and  |  more  were  obtained, 
both  which  redded  aqua  fortis  on 
the  touch-done :  and  a  fmall 
quantity  being  diffolved  in  aqua 
regia,  a  purple  precipitate  was 
produced  from  the  fol.  by  the  foL 
of  tin,  and  a  brownifh  one  by  fol. 
ferri  vitriolati,  bergm.  (green  vit¬ 
riol  or  copperas)  ;  in  this  expe¬ 
riment  therefore  the  quantity  of 
gold  was  to  the  powder  employed, 
as  24  :  1.  excludve  of  the  weight 
of  the  powder. 

The  former  part  of  this  experi¬ 
ment  was  repeated  on  Saturday  the 
1 8th  day  of  May,  before  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Manning,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ful¬ 
ham,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderfon, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinfcn  and  Dr, 
Spence. 

Two  ounces  of  mercury,  treat¬ 
ed  as  before  mentioned,  (after  ex¬ 
hibiting  phenomena  dmilar  to 
thofe  above  related)  afforded  a 
mafs,  one  half  of  which  only  (to 
avoid  the  noxious  fumes  of  the 


whole)  after  having  the  mercury 
expelled  from  it  by  a  vvhite  heat 
before  the  blow-pipe,  yielded  up¬ 
wards  of  twelve  grains  of  a  white 
metal,  that  in  every  trial  to  which 
it  was  fubmitted,  appeared  to  be 
filver. 

The  produdl  *  therefore  includ¬ 
ing  the  filver  contained  in  the 
ftrained  mercury  would  have  been 
nearly  as  28  :  1;  as  in  the  former 
experiment, 

A  fmall  portion  (about  3ij)  of 
the  above  mercury  being  put  into 
another  veffel,  and  about  the  fixth 
of  a  grain  of  the  red  powder  put 
on  it,  the  mercury,  after  being 
ground  up  with  it,  and  flanding 
fome  time,  was  ftrained  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  the  fmall  mafs  fo  ob¬ 
tained,  placed  before  the  blow¬ 
pipe.  It  yielded  fomething  more 
than  a  grain  of  metal,  which  ex¬ 
amined  by  nit.  acid  on  the  touch- 
flone,  evidently  contained  gold ; 
as  was  apparent  to  the  company 
before  their  leaving  the  laboratory. 
It  was  intended  to  have  been  fub¬ 
mitted  to  other  trials,  but  from 
its  minutenefs  and  form,  was  ac¬ 
cidentally  loft. 

! 

Experiment  VII. 

Made  on  Saturday  May  2fh ,  1782, 
in  the  prejence  of  the  Lords  Onflow, 
King  and  Palmerfton,  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Barker,  Sir  Philip  H. 
Clarke,  Baris,  the  Reuj.  O. 
Manning,  G.  Pollen,  B.  An¬ 
derfon,  J.  Robinlbn,  Clerks  ; 
Dr.  Spence,  Wm.  Mann  God- 


*  The  author,  by  the  words  product,  produced ,  and  the  like,  here  and  in  other 
places,  means  only  to  exprefs  that  a  quantity  of  precious  metal  was  really  ob¬ 
tained  5  and  neither  to  affirm  or  deny  any  fpecuiative  opinions  relative  to  the 
mode  of  aftion  of  the  matter  projected  on  the  mercury,  or  concerning  the  ?nan~ 
tier  in  which  the  precious  metal  is  contained  in  mercury. 

fchall^ 
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fchall,  Wm.  Smith,  W.  God- 
fchall,  Jun.  Efqs. — MeJjirs  Gre¬ 
gory  and  Ruflel. 

§ij  mercury  were  taken  from 
the  ciftern  formerly  mentioned, 
and  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and  rub- 
bed  up  with  a  few  drops  of  vit. 
ether,  in  a  fmall  mortar,  as  in 
Experiment  VI. 

A  bare  grain  of  the  white  pow¬ 
der  was  projected,  and  afterwards 
rubbed  up  with  it.  The  mercury, 
which  before  the  addition  of  the 
powder  had  been  very  bright  and 
fluid,  was  now  perceived  by  the 
company  to  be  dull,  and  run  hea¬ 
vily  :  it '  was  poured  out  into  a 
Imall  glafs  veflel,  and  after  hand- 
ing  for  about  45  minutes  was  put 
into  a  cloth  to  be  {trained.  It  now 
poured  fo  fluggifhly  that  the  latter 
portions  of  it  feemed  in  a  date 
intermediate,  between  fluidity  and 
folidity,  or  to  ufe  a  term  lefs 
fcientific,  but,  like  many  other 
vulgar  ones,  very  defcripdve, 
poured  grouty. 

Great  part  of  the  fuperfluous 
mercury  being  {trained  off,  a  mats 
fimilar  to  an  amalgam  was  left  in 
the  cloth :  and  the  remaining . 
mercury  which  could  not  be  pref- 
fed  outj  being  driven  off  by  fire 
from -a  portion  (about  a  fourth) 
of  the  whole  mafs,  a  globule  of 
white  metafi  which  had  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  filver,  remained,  and 
was  kept  in  a  white  heat  for  about 
two  minutes,  before  the  blow¬ 
pipe. 

On  the  fame  day,  and  before  the 
fame  refpedtable  company  : — half 
an  ounce  of  mercury  revivified  from 
cinnabar,  brought  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Anderfon,  was  by  him  placed 
in  a  fmall  round  Engiifh  crucible, 
taken  from  among  a  number  of 
Vol.  XXV. 
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others  in  the  laboratory,  by  Lord 
Palmerfton,  on  a  flux  compofed 
of  a  fmall  piece  of  charcoal  and 
a  piece  of  borax,  both  taken  ca- 
fually  by  fome  of  the  company 
from  large  quantities,  and  pound¬ 
ed  in  a  mortar  previoufly  infpecd- 
ed  by  thofe  prefent. 

This  flux  being  prefled  down  in. 
the  crucible  with  a  lrnall  peftle, 
alio  examined,  the  mercury  was 
poured  into  the  deprefiion,  by  one 
of  the  fpe&ators,  and  on  it  half  a 
grainy  bare  weight,  of  the  red 
powder,  was  put  by  Lord  Palmer- 
lion.  The  crucible  being  then 
covered  with  a  lid,  taken  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  crucible  from 
among  many  others,  and  fhewn 
round  to  the  company,,  was  plac¬ 
ed  in  the  furnace  furrounded  by 

* 

lighted  charcoal. 

One  or  more  of  the  company, 
particularly  the  Lords  King  and 
Palmerfton,  were  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  experiment  clofe  to 
the  furnace  and  operator ;  and  as 
requefted  by  him  gave  the  clofeft 
attention  to  every  part  of  the  pro- 
cefs. 

When  the  crucible  had  acquir¬ 
ed  a  full  red  heat,  the  cover  was 
removed,  and  feveral  of  the  com¬ 
pany  faw  the  mercury  in  a  tranquil 
ftate,  neither  evaporating  nor  boil¬ 
ing  :  in  which  ftate  it  continued 
even  when  the  mercury  itfelf  was 
completely  ignited. 

The  cover  being  replaced,  the 
fire  was  gradually  raifed  to  a  white 
heat ;  the  crucible  being  conti¬ 
nued  in  this  heat  for  thirty  mi¬ 
nutes,  was  taken  out,  cooled,  and 
broke. 

A  globule  of  metal  was  found 
at  bottom,  neatly  fufed,  and  ex~ 
aiily  fitting  the  concavity'  of  the 
divided  fcorise.  This  globule  fell 
H  out 


qg  ANNUAL  RE 

out  by  the  blow,  among  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  crucible,  and  was 
taken  up  and  fhewn  round  to  the 
company  by  Lord  Palmerfton,  and 
in  their  prefence  replaced  in  the 
hollow  of  the  vitrified  borax,  to 
which  it  was  accurately  adapted. 

Many  other  glouhules  were  dif- 
fufed  through  the  fcoriae  attached 
to  the  fides  of  the  crucible,  frag¬ 
ments  of  which  we**e  diftributed 
among  the  company  at  their  r e- 
queft. 

'The  bead  which  lay  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  weighed  about  ten  grains, 
and  was  taken  away,  together  with 
the  filver,  by  Mr.  God.fchall ;  and 
by  him  afterwards  transmitted  to 
Lord  Palmerfton,  to  be  fubmitted 
to  proper  examination. 

Mr,  Godfchall  returned  the 
gold,  with  the  affay-mafter’s  re¬ 
port  on  k  and  on  the  filver. 

The  affay-m after,  whom  Mr. 
G.  for  greater  certainty  on  this 
occafion  had  the  precaution  to 
have  recommended  by  the  clerk  of 
the  goldfmith’s  company,  report¬ 
ed  both  the  gold  and  filver  to  be 
perfectly  pure. 

Dr.  Price,  tho  ugh  acquainted 
with  the  characters  employed  by 
allay -m  afters  in  making  their  re¬ 
ports  (which  are  peculiar  to  them) 
unwilling  to  rely  entirely  on  his 
own  knowledge,  and  being  defi- 
rous  to  offer  collateral  evidence  to 
the  public;  fhewed  the  gold  and 
the  report  to  Mr.  Lock,  an  ex¬ 
perienced  goldl'mith  of  Oxford, 
without  informing  him  of  any  of 
the  above  particulars. 
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Mr.  Lock  affirmed  the  metal  to 
be  by  the  report  pure  gold  :  which, 
he  added,  was  confirmed  by  its 
appearance :  and  that  it  ccnfe- 
quently  was  fuperior  to  gold  of  the 
Englifh  ftandard . 

ry,  J  •  n  *t 

1  wo  experiments,  iimilar  to 
thofe  made  on  Saturday  May  25  th, 
were  repeated  on  a  larger  fcale, 
before  fbme  of  the  above  company 
on  the  Tuefday  following;  with, 
the  fame  attention  on  their  part., 
and  more  on  that  of  the  author  to 
the  regulation  of  the  fire,  which 
he  cbferved  to  them,  being  now 
lefs  engaged,  and  his  attention 
not  divided,  he  could  employ  to 
produce  a  much  greater  effect. 

By  twelve  grains  of  the  white 
powder  were  obtained  fi  om  thirty 
ounces  of  mercury  upwards  of  an 
ounce  and  a  quarter,  or  fix  hun¬ 
dred  grains,  of  fixed  white  metal  *  t, 
or  in  the- proportion  of  50:1.— 
And  two  grains  of  the  red  powder, 
produced  from  one  ounce  of  mer¬ 
cury,  two  drachms,  or  120  grains, 
•of  fixed  and  tinged  *  metal ;  i.  e, 
fixty  times  its  own  weight. 

Thefe  la  ft  portions  of  gold  and 
filver,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  former  experiment, 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  fub¬ 
mitted  to  the  infpebtion  of  his  ma~ 
jefty  ;  who  was  pleafed  to  exprefs 
his  approbation. 

This  honour  may  be  mention¬ 
ed  with  the  lefs  impropriety,  as  it 
is  conferred  by  a  fovereign  equally 
revered  for  his  patronage  of  fcience, 
and  beloved  for  his  amiable  conde- 
fcenfion. 


*  The  words  fixed  and  tinged  are  not  ufed  in  conformity  to  any  theoretical 
notions,  but  merely  to  denote  the  obvious  properties  of  the  metals  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  to  avoid  calling  them  gold  and  filver  without  the  authority  of  an 
affay. 

Some 
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Some  Account  of  the  Snakes  of  North 
America,  arid  of  the  Humming 
Bird :  from  the  Letters  by  J.  Hec¬ 
tor  St.  John,  an  American  Far¬ 
mer, 

WrHY  would  you  preferibe 
this  ta/k ;  you  know  that 
what  we  take  up  ourfelves  Teems 
always  lighter  than  what  is  im- 
pofed  on  us  by  others.  You  infill 
on  my  faying  fomething  about  our 
fnakes ;  and  in  relating  what  I 
know  concerning  them,  were  it  not 
for  two  fmo-ularities,  the  one  of 
which  I  Taw,  and  the  other  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  an  eye-witnefs,  I  fhould 
have  but  very  little  to  obferve. 
The  fouthern  provinces  are  the 
countries  where  nature  has  formed 
the  greateft  variety  of  alligators, 
fnakes,  ferpents ;  and  fcorpions, 
from  the  fmalleft  fize,  up  to  the 
pine  barren ,  the  larged:  fpecies 
here.  We  have  but  two,  vvhofe 
kings  are  mortal,  which  deferve  to 
be  mentioned ;  as  for  the  black 
one,  it  is  remarkable  for  nothing 
but  its  induftry,  agility,  beauty,  and 
the  art  of  inticing  birds  by  the 
power  of  its  eyes.  I  admire  it 
much,  and  never  kill  it,  though 
its  formidable  length  and  appear¬ 
ance  often  get  the  better  of  the 
philofophy  of  Tome  people,  parti¬ 
cularly  of  Europeans.  The  mod 
dangerous  one  is  the  pilot ,  or  cop¬ 
perhead  ;  for  the  poifon  of  which  no 
remedy  has  yet  been  difeovered.  It 
bears  the  firft  name  becaufe  it  al¬ 
ways  precedes  the  rattle  -  fnake  ; 
that  is,  quits  its  hate  of  torpidity  in 
the  fpring  a  week  before  the  other. 
It  bears  the  fecond  name  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  head  being  adorned 
with  many  copper  -  coloured  fpots. 
It  lurks  in  rocks  near  the  water. 
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and  is  extremely  a&ive  and  dan¬ 
gerous.  Let  man  beware  of  it  !  I 
have  heard  only  of  one  perfon  who 
was  flung  by  a  copperhead  in  this 
country.  The  poor  wretch  inilant- 
ly  fwelled  in  a  moil  dreadful  man¬ 
ner  ;  a  multitude  of  fpots  of  dif¬ 
ferent  hues  alternately  appeared 
and  vanilhed,  on  different  parts  of 
his  body  :  his  eyes  were  filled  with 
madnefs  and  rage,  he  cad:  them  on  all 
prefent  with  the  mod:  vindictive 
looks :  he  thru  d:  out  his  ton  sue  as 
the  fnakes  do  ;  he  hided  through  his 
teeth  with  inconceivable  ftrength, 
and  became  an  objeCt  of  terror  to 
all  bye-ftanders.  To  the  lividnefs 
of  a  corpfe  he  united  the  defpe- 
rate  force  of  a  maniac ;  they  hardly 
were  able  to  faften  him,  fo  as  to 
guard  themfelves  from  his  attacks; 
when  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours 
death  relieved  the  poor  wretch 
from  his  ftruggles,  and  the  fpec- 
tators  from  their  apprehenfions. 
The  poifon  of  the  rattle-fnake  is 
not  mortal  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  and 
hence  there  is  more  time  to  pro¬ 
cure  relief ;  we  are  acquainted 
with  feveral  antidotes  with  which 
almoft  every  family  is  provided® 
They  are  extremely  ina&ive,  and 
if  not  touched  are  perfectly  in- 
pffenfive.  I  once  faw,  as  I  was 
travelling,  a  great  cliff  which  was 
full  of  them  ;  I  handled  feveral, 
and  they  appeared  to  be  dead ; 
they  were  all  entwined  together, 
and  thus  they  remain  until  the 
return  of  the  fun.  I  found  them 
out,  by  following  the  track  of 
fome  wild  hogs  which  had  fed  on 
them  ;  and  even  the  Indians  often 
regale  on  them.  When  they  find 
them  afleep,  they  put  a  fmal! 
forked  flick  over  their  necks,  which 
they  keep  immovaably  fixed  on 
H  2  the 
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the  ground ;  giving  the  {hake  a 
piece  of  leather  to  bite :  and  this 
they  pull  back  feveral  times  with 
great  force,  until  they  obferve  their 
two  poifonous  fangs  torn  out. 
Then  they  cut  off  the  head,  (kin 
the  body,  and  cook  it  as  we  do  eels ; 
and  their  flefh  is  extremely  fvveet 
and  white.  I  once  faw  a  tamed  one , 
as  gentle  as  you  can  poflibly  con¬ 
ceive  a  reptile  to  be  ;  it  took  to  the 
water  and  fwam  whenever  h  pleaf- 
ed ;  and  when  the  boys  to  whom  it 
belonged  called  it  back,  their  fum- 
mons  was  readily  obeyed.  It  had 
been  deprived  of  its  fangs  by 
the  preceding  method ;  they  often 
flroked  it  with  a  foft  brufh,  and  this 
friftion  feemed  to  caufe  the  molt 
pleafmg  fenfations,  for  it  would 
turn  on  its  back  to  enjoy  it,  as  a 
cat  does  before  the  fire.  Ore  of 
this  fpecies  was  the  caufe,  fome 
years  ago,  of  ^a  mod;  deplorable 
accident,  which  I  fhall  relate  to 
you,  as  I  had  it  from  the  widow 
and  mother  of  the  vidlims.  A 
Dutch  farmer  of  the  Minifink, 
went  to  mowing,  with  his  negroes, 
in  his  boots,  a  precaution  uled  to 
prevent  being  fiung.  Inadver¬ 
tently  he  trod  on  a  fnake,  which 
immediately  flew  at  his  legs ;  and 
as  it  drew  back  in  order  to  renew 
Its  blow,  one  of  his  negroes  cut 
it  in  two  with  his  fey  the.  They 
profecuted  their  work,  and  return¬ 
ed  home ;  at  night  the  farmer 
pulled  off  his  boots  and  v/ent  to 
bed ;  and  was  foon  after  attacked 
with  a  ftrange  ficknels  at  his  fio- 
mach ;  he  fwelltd,  and  before 
phylician  could  be  fent  for,  died. 
The  fudden  death  of  this  man 
did  not  caufe  much  enquiry ;  the 
neighbourhood  wondered,  as  is 
iffual  in  fuch  cafes,  and  without 
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any  further  examination  the  corpfe 
was  buried.  A  few  days  after*  the 
fon  put  on  his  father’s  boots,  and 
went  to  the  meadow  ;  at  night  he 
pulled  them  off,  went  to  bed,  and 
was  attacked  with  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  about  the  fame  time,  and 
died  in  the  mornine.  A  little 

O 

before  he  expired  the  doflor  came, 
but  was  not  able  to  aflign  what 
could  be  the  caufe  of  fo  Angular 
a  diforder  :  however,  rather  than 
appear  wholly  at  a  lofs  before  the 
country  people,  he  pronounced  both 
father  and  fon  to  have  been  be¬ 
witched.  Some  weeks  after,  the 
widow  fold  all  the  moveables  for  the 
benefit  of  the  younger  children ; 
and  the  farm  was  leafed.  One  of 
the  neighbours,  who  bought  the 
boots,  prefently  put  them  on,  and 
was  attacked  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  other  two  had  been;  but  this 
man’s  wife  being  alarmed  by  what 
had  happened  in  the  former  fa¬ 
mily,  difpatched  one  of  her  ne¬ 
groes  for  an  eminent  phyfleian, 
who  fortunately  having  heard  fome- 
thing  of  the  dreadful  affair,  gueffed 
at  the  caufe,  applied  oil,  &c.  and 
recovered  the  man.  The  boots 
which  had  been  fo  fatal,  were 
then  carefully  examined ;  and  he 
found  that  the  two  fangs  of  the 
fnake  had  been  left  in  the  leather, 
after  being  wrenched  out  of  their 
fockets  by  the  firength  with  which 
the  fnake  had  drawn  back  its 
head.  The  bladders  which  con¬ 
tained  the  poifon,  and  feveral  of 
the  fmall  nerves  were  if i  11  freih,  and 
adhered  to  the  boot.  The  unfor- 

r 

tunate  father  and  fon  had  been 
poifoned  by  pulling  off  thefe 
boots,  in  which  adlion  they  im¬ 
perceptibly  fcratched  their  legs 
with  the  points  of  the  fangs, 

through 
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through  the  hollow  of  which  fome 
of  this  aftonifhing  poifon  was  con¬ 
veyed.  You  have  no  doubt  heard 
of  their  rattles,  if  you  have  not 
feen  them;  the  only  oblervation 
I  wifh  to  make  is,  that  the  rat¬ 
tling  is  loud  and  diftindl  when 
they  are  angry ;  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  when  pleafed,  it  founds 
like  a  diftant  trepidation,  in  which 
nothing  di Hindi  is  heard.  In  the 
thick  fettlements,  they  are  now 
become  very  fcarce;  for  where- 
ever  they  are  met  with,  open  war 
is  declared  againft  them;  io  that 
in  a  few  years  there  will  be  none 
left  but  on  our  mountains.  The 
black  fnake,  on  the  contrary,  al¬ 
ways  diverts  me,  becaufe  it  excites 
no  idea  of  danger.  Their  fwift- 
nefs  is  aftonifhing ;  they  will  fome- 
times  equal  that  of  an  horfe  ;  at 
other  times  they  will  climb  up 
trees  in  quel];  of  our  tree  toads  ; 
or  glide  on  the  ground  at  full 
length.  On  fome  occaftons  they 
prefen t  themfelves  half  in  the  rep¬ 
tile  ftate,  half  eredl;  their  eyes 
and  their  heads  in  the  eredl  pof- 
ture,  appear  to  great  advantage : 
the  former  difplay  a  fire  which  I 
have  admired,  and  it  is  by  thefe 
they  are  enabled  to  fafcinate  birds 
and  fquirrels.  When  they  have 
fixed  their  eyes  on  an  animal, 
they  become  immoveable  ;  only 
turning  their  head  fometimes  to 
the  right  and  fometimes  to  the 
left,  but  ftill  with  their  fight  in¬ 
variably  diredled  to  the  objedl. 
The  diftradled  vidlim,  inftead  of 
flying  its  enemy,  feems  to  be  ar- 
r-efted  by  fome  invincible  power ; 
it  fereams ;  now  approaches,  and 
then  recedes ;  and  after  Ikipping 
about  with  unaccountable  agita¬ 
tion,  finally  rulhes  into  the  jaws 
qf  the  fnake,  and  is  fvvallowed. 
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as  foon  as  it  is  covered  with  a  (lime 
or  glue  to  make  it  Aide  eafily  down 
the  throat  of  the  devourer. 

One  anecdote  I  muft  relate,  the 
circumftances  of  which  are  as  true 
as  they  are  fingular.  One  of  my 
conftant  walks,  when  I  am  at  lei- 
fure,  is  in  my  lowlands,  where  I 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  my 
cattle,  horfes,  and  colts.  Exu¬ 
berant  grafs  replenilhes  all  my 
fields,  the  beft  reprefentative  of 
our  wealth;  in  the  middle  of  that 
track  I  have  a  cut,  a  ditch  eight 
feet  wide,  the  banks  of  which  na¬ 
ture  adorns  every  fpring  with  the 
wild  lalendine,  and  other  flower¬ 
ing  weeds,  which  on  thefe  lux¬ 
uriant  grounds  flioot  up  to  a  great 
height.  Over  this  ditch  I  have 
eredled  a  bridge,  capable  of  bear¬ 
ing  a  loaded  waggon;  on  each 
fide  I  carefully  fow  every  year, 
fome  grains  of  hemp,  which  rife 
to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet,  fo 
flrong  and  fo  full  of  limbs  as  to 
refemble  young  trees:  I  once  af-, 
cended  one  of  them  four  feet  a- 
bove  the  ground.  Thefe  produce 
natural  arbours,  rendered  often 
ftill  more  compafl  by  the  aftiftance 
of  an  annual  creeping  plant  which 
we  call  a  vine,  that  never  fails  to 
entwine  ltfeif  among  the  branches, 
and  always  produces  a  very  delir- 
able  fhade.  From  this  fimple 
grove  I  have  amufed  myfelf  an 
hundred  times  in  obferving  the 
great  number  of  humming  birds 
with  which  our  country  abounds  : 
the  wild  bloffoms  every  where  at- 
trafl  the  attention  of  thefe  birds, 
which  like  bees,  fubfift  by  fuclion. 
.From  this  retreat  I  diftm&ly 
watch  them  in  all  their  various  at¬ 
titudes  ;  but  their  flight  is  fo  ra¬ 
pid,  that  you  cannot  diftinguifh 
the  motion  of  their  wings.  On 
H  3  this 
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this  little  bird  nature  has  profufe- 
ly  lavifhed  her  mod  fplendid  co¬ 
lours  ;  the  mod:  perfeCl  azure*  the 
mod  beautiful  gold,  the  mod  daz¬ 
zling  red,  are  for  ever  in  contrad, 
and  help  to  embellifh  the  plumes 
of  his  majedic  head.  The  riched 
pallet  of  the  mod  luxuriant  pain¬ 
ter,  could  never  invent  any  thing 
to  be  compared  to  the  variegated 
tints,  with  which  this  infeCl  bird  is 
arrayed.  Its  bill  is  as  long  and 
as  fharp  as  a  coarfe  fevving  needle; 
like  the  bee,  nature  has  taught  it 
to  find  out  in  the  calix  of  flowers 
and  bloflbms,  thofe  mellifluous 
particles  that  ferve  it  for  fufiicient 
food ;  and  yet  it  feems  to  leave 
them  untouched,  undeprived  of 
any  thing  that  our  eyes  can  pofli- 
bly  didinguifh.  When  it  feeds, 
it  appears  as  if  immoveable,  tho* 
continually  on  the  wing ;  and 
fometimes,  from  what  motives  I 
know  not,  it  will  tear  and  lace¬ 
rate  flowers  into  a  hundred  pieces  : 
for,  Arange  to  tell,  they  are  the 
rncd  irafcible  of  the  feathered 
tribe.  Where  do  paffions  And 
room  in  fo  diminutive  a  body  ? 
'1  hey  often  fight  with  the  fury  of 
lions,  until  one  of  the  combatants 
falls  a  facrifice  and  dies.  When 
fatigued,  it  has  often  perched 
withm  a  few  feet  of  me,  and  on 
fuch  favourable  opportunities  I 
have  furveyed  it  with  the  mod 
minute  attention.  Its  little  eyes 
appear  like  diamonds,  reflecting 
bght  on  every  fide  :  mod  elegant¬ 
ly  fmifhed  in  all  parts,  it  is  a  mi¬ 
niature  work  of  our  great  Parent  ; 
who  feems  to  have  formed  it  the 
fmalled,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
mod  beautiful  of  the  winged  fpe- 
cies. 

An  I  was  one  day  fitting  fclitary 
smd  p'enflve  m  my  primitive  ar¬ 


bour,  my  attention  was  engaged 
by  a  drange  fort  of  rudling  noife 
at  feme  paces  didance.  I  looked 
all  around  without  didinguifhing 
any  thing,  until  i  climbed  one  of 
my  great  hemp  dalks ;  when,  to 
my  adomdnment,  I  beheld  two 
fnakes  of  considerable  length,  the 
one  purfuing  the  other  with  great 
celerity  through  a  hemp  dubble 
field.  The  aggreffor  was  of  the 
black  kind,  fix  feet  long ;  the  fu¬ 
gitive  was  a  water-fnake,  nearly 
of  equal  dimenfions.  They  foon 
met,  and  in  the  fury  of  their  fird 
encounter,  they  appeared  in  an 
indant  firmly  twided  together ; 
and  whilft  their  united  tails  beat 
the  ground,  they  mutually  tried 
with  open  jaws  to  lacerate  each 
other.  What  a  fell  afpeCt  did 
they  prefent  l  their  heads  were 
compreffed  to  a  very  fmall  fize, 
their  eyes  fiafhed  fire ;  and  after 
this  conflict  had  laded  about  five 
minutes,  the  fecond  found  means 
to  difengage  itfelf  from  -the  fird, 
and  hurried  toward  the  ditch.  Its 
antagonid  indantly  adumed  a  new 
podure,  at)d  half  creeping  and 
half  ered,  with  a  majedic  mein, 
overtook  and  attacked  the  other 
again,  which  placed  itfelf  in  the 
fame  attitude,  and  prepared  to 
redd.  The  feene  was  uncommon 
and  beautiful;  for  thus  oppofed 
they  fought  with  their  jaws,  bit¬ 
ing  each  other  with  the  utmod 
rage;  but,  notwithdanding  this 
appearance  of  mutual  courage  and 
fury,  the  water-fnake  dill  feemed 
defirous  of  retreating  toward  the 
ditch,  its  natural  element.  This 
was  no  fooner  perceived  by  the 
keen-eyed  black  one,  than  twid- 
ing  its  tail  twice  round  a  Aalk  of 
hemp,  and  feizing  its  adverfary 
by  the  throat,  not  by  means  of 
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its  jaws,  but  by  twitting  its  own 
neck  twice  round  that  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  fnakc,  pulled  it  back  from 
the  ditch.  To  prevent  a  defeat 
the  latter  took  hold  likewife  of  a 
ftalk  on  the  bank,  and  by  the  ac- 
quifition  of  that  point  of  refift- 
ance  became  a  match  for  its  fierce 
antagonift.  Strange  was  this  to 
behold  ;  two  great  fnakes  ttrongly 
adhering  to  the  ground,  mutually 
fattened  together  by  means  of  the 
writhings  which  lafhed  them  to 
each  other,  and  ftretched  at  their 
full  length,  they  pulled,  but  pulled 
in  vain;  and  in  the  moments  of 
greateft  exertions  that  part  of  their 
bodies  which  was  entwined,  feem- 
ed  extremely  fmall,  while  the  reft 
appeared  inflated,  and  now  and 
then  convulfed  with  ftrong  undu¬ 
lations,  rapidly  following  each 
other.  Their  eyes  feemed  on  fire, 
and  ready  to  ftart  out  of  their 
heads ;  at  one  time  the  conflict 
feemed  decided;  the  water-fnake 
bent  itfelf  into  two  great  folds, 
and  by  that  operation  rendered 
the  other  more  than  commonly 
out- ftretched  ;  the  next  minute 
the  new  draggles  of  the  black  one 
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gained  an  unexpended  fuperiority, 
it  acquired  two  great  folds  like¬ 
wife,  which  neceflarily  extended 
the  body  of  its  adverfary  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  had  contracted  its 
own.  Thefe  efforts  were  alter¬ 
nate  ;  victory  feemed  doubtful, 
inclining  fometimes  to  the  one 
fide  and  fometimes  to  the  other; 
until  at  laft  the  ttalk  to  which  the 
black  fnake  fattened,  fuddenly 
gave  way,  and  in  confequence  of 
this  aceident  they  both  plunged 
into  the  ditch,  t  The  water  did 
not  extinguish  their  vindictive 
rage ;  for  by  their  agitations  I 
could  trace,  though  not  diftin- 
guifh  their  mutual  attacks.  They 
foon  re- appeared  on  the  furface 
twitted  together,  as  in  their  firft 
onfet;  but  the  black  fnake  feem¬ 
ed  to  retain  its  wonted  fuperiority, 
for  its  head  was  exaCtly  fixed 
above  that  of  the  other,  which  it 
inceflantly  prefled  down  under  the 
water,  until  it  was  ftifled,  and 
funk.  The  viCtor  no  fooner  per¬ 
ceived  its  enemy  incapable  of  far¬ 
ther  reflftance,  than  abandoning 
it  to  the  current,  it  returned  on 
ihore,  and  difappeared. 
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USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


Some  Account  of  the  Chymical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Hiftory  of  the 
Red  Peruvian  Bark,  in  order  to 
Jhew  its  Efficacy  as  a  Part  -  cf  the 
Materia  Medica  to  he  Juperior 
to  that  of  the  common  Bark  :  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Obfervations  on  the 
juperior  Efficacy  of  the  Red  Pe¬ 
ruvian  Bark,  &c.  by  William 
Saunders,  M.  D.  &c.  &c. 

Experiment  I. 

^"Ip*  O  an  ounce  of  red  bark,  re- 
J!^  duced  to  a  fine  powder, 
were  added  fixteen  ounces  of  di¬ 
ddled  water  ;  and  after  remaining 
together  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
Florence  flalk,  the  liquid  was  care¬ 
fully  filtered.  The  fame  experi¬ 
ment  was  made  with  the  Peruvian 
bark  commonly  in  ufe. 

The  colour  of  the  two  infufions 
was  very  different,  that  made  with 
the  red  bark  being  much  deeper. 
The  taile  and  flavour  of  the  infu- 
fion  of  the  red  bark  were  confi- 
derably  more  powerful  than  of  the 
other.  In  the  opinion  of  many 
gentleman  who  tailed  the  infu¬ 
fions,  the  cold  infufion  of  the  red 
bark  was  more  fenfibly  impreg¬ 
nated  than  even  the  Arongeft  de- 
codion  of  the  common  bark. 

Experiment  II. 

T  O  two  ounces  of  the  cold  in¬ 


fufion  of  the  red  bark,  were  adde$ 
twenty  drops  cf  the  finciura «  Flo- 
rum  Martialium.  It  immediately 
became  of  a  darker  colour, Toon  loll 
its  transparency,  and  after  a  fhort 
time  precipitated  black  powder. 

Experiment  III. 

T  O  two  ounces  of  the  cold 
fufion  of  the  common  bark  were 
added  twenty  drops  of  the  fiindlura 
Florum  Martialium  in  the  fame 
manner  as  to  the  other.  It  re¬ 
tained  its  tranfparency  fome  time, 
and  afterwards  became  of  a  dark 
colour,  but  there  was  no  precipi¬ 
tation  from  it  as  from  the  lad. 

Experiment  IV. 

T  O  an.  ounce  of  red  bark,  re¬ 
duced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  were 
added  Jixtecn  ounces  of  diftilled. 
water,  and  after  boiling  until  one 
half  was  evaporated,  the  liquid 
while  hot  was  drained  through  a 
piece  of  linen.  The  fame  expe¬ 
riment,  under  fimilar  circum- 
dances,  was  made  with  the  com¬ 
mon  bark.  The  fuperior  tade 
and  flavour  of  the  decodion  of  the 
red  bark  was  equally  cbfervable 
with  that  of  the  infudon.  The 
decodion  of  the  red  bark,  in  cool- 
ing,  precipitated  a  larger  quan¬ 
tity  of  refmous  matter  than  the 
decodion  of  the  common  bark. 

The 
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The  difference  of  colour  was  like- 
wife  very  diftinguilhable. 

Experiment  V. 

TO  one  ounce  of  red  bark,  re¬ 
duced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  were 
added  eight  ounces  of  proof  fpirit, 
and,  after  Handing  a  week  toge¬ 
ther,  the  tindture  was  filtered. 

The  fame  experiment,  under 
fimilar  circumftance-s,  was  made 
with  the  common  bark.  The 
tindture  of  the  red  bark,  both 
when  tailed  by  itfelf  and  under 
precipitation  by  water,  had  more 
flavour  and  taffe  than  that  of  the 
common  bark. 

The  tincture  from  the  red  bark 
is  of  a  much  deeper  colour  than 
the  other. 

Experiment  VI. 

T  O  each  refiduum  of  the  above 
tindtures  were  added  eight  ounces 
of  proof  fpirit,  which  were  in- 
fufed  in  a  moderate  fand  heat  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  and 
afterwards  allowed  to  remain  to¬ 
gether  a  week,  occafionally  agi¬ 
tating  them.  The  tindtures  were 
then  poured  off,  that  of  the  red 
bark  evidently  appearing  to  be  the 
ftrongeft. 

The  tindtures  both  of  experi¬ 
ments  V.  and  VI.  were  by  a 
gentle  heat  evaporated  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  reiinous  extract. 

The  extradt  from  the  tindture  of 
the  red  bark  was  of  a  fmooth,  ho- 
mogeneous  appearance,  not  unlike 
the  Balfam  of  Peru,  when  thick¬ 
ened  :  the  flavour  and  taffe  of  the 
original  tindture  were  entirely  pre- 
ferved  in  it. 

The  extradt  from  the  common 
bark  had  a  very  different  appear¬ 
ance.  It  feemed  coarfe  and  gritty, 
and  by  no  means  fo  charadteriffic 
of  its  original  tindture. 
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The  quantity  of  extradt  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  red  bark  was  con- 
fiderably  greater  than  from  the 
fame  quantity  of  common  bark; 
but,  as  the  rejiduum  of  neither  was 
rendered  entirely  inert,  the  abfo- 
lute  quantity  could  not  be  ascer¬ 
tained. 

Experiment  VII. 

A  tea  Spoonful  of  each  of  the 
tindtures,  prepared  by  experiment 
V.  was  added  to  two  ounces  of 
water;  the  reiinous  precipitation 
from  the  red  bark  v/as  not  only 
more  copious,  but  fell  more 
quickly  to  the  bottom  of  the  glafs 
than  that  from  the  other,  and  yet 
what  remained  ftill  diffolved  in 
the  water,  was  infinitely  more  in 
the  red  bark  than  in  tne  common 
bark,  fo  far  as  we  could  judge 
from  the  taffe  and  flavour  of  both. 

♦  •  l 

Experiment  VIII. 

I  N  imitation  of  the  experiments 
of  my  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Perci- 
val,  I  added  to  two  ounces  of  the 
watery  infufion  of  each  bark  a  few 
drops  of  the  Sj>.  Vitriol ,  ten.  The 
acid  loft  its  taffe  more  in  the  infu¬ 
fion  of  the  red,  than  in  the  com¬ 
mon  bark ;  fo  that  there  were 
more  obvious  appearances  of  its 
being  neutralized. 

Experiment  IX. 

A  decodtion  of  both  red  and 
common  Peruvian  bark  was  pre¬ 
pared  by  taking  an  ounce  of  each, 
and  boiling  them  in  a  pint  and  a 
half  of  water,  to  one  pint ;  the 
former  had  greatly  the  fuperiority 
in  ftrength  and  power,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  preceding  experiment. 
A  pint  of  freffi  water  was  added 
to  each  decodtion ;  the  boiling  ftill 
continued  till  that  quantity  was 
evaporated.  The  decodtion  of  the 

com- 
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common  Peruvian,  bark  Teemed  gra¬ 
dually  to  lofe  its  fenfible  qualities, 
while  that  of  the  red  bark  itill  re¬ 
tained  its  own. 

The  Tame  quantity  of  water  was 
added  as  before  to  each,  and  the 
decofiion  repeated  until  a  gallon 
of  water  was  ex  handed ;  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time,  the 
common  Peruvian  bark  was  ren¬ 
dered  aimed  talk  Ids ;  the  red 
bark  dill  retained  nearly  its  fopmer 
J'enfible  qualities.  This  experi¬ 
ment  proves  that  the  common  prac¬ 
tice  of  boiling  the  bark  is  hurtful  to 
its  powers. 

By  my  defire  Mr.  Skeete,  a  very 
ingenious  and  attentive  young  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Barbadoes,  and  a  Un¬ 
dent  of  medicine  in  Guy’s  Hofpital, 
made  feveral  experiments  in  order 
to  afeertain  the  comparative  anti- 
feptic  power  of  red  bark,  with  the 
common  Peruvian  bark ;  and  he 
found  that  the  infufion  of  red  bark 
preferved  animal  matter  much  bet¬ 
ter,  and  for  a  longer  time,  than 
the  infufion,  or  even  decodion  of 
the  common  bark;  indeed,  the 
decodion  of  common  bark,  after 
its  powdery  part  had  fubfided,  was 
lefs  bitter,  and  preferved  animal 
matter  for  a  fhoner  time  than  the 
infufion  of  the  fame  bark.  His  ex¬ 
periments  were  conducted  with  great 
accuracy,  and  the  refult  of  them 
were  fubmitted  to  the  examination 
of  many  gentlemen  at  Guy’s  Hof¬ 
pital. 

The  eonclufions  to  which  the 
above  experiments  evidently  lead, 
are, 

Fird,  That  the  red  bark  is  more 
fallible  than  the  Peruvian  bark, 
both  in  water  and  fpirit. 

Secondly,  That  it  contains  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  adive 
And  rdinous  parts. 
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Thirdly,  That  its  adive  parts, 
even  when  greatly  diluted,  retain 
their  fenfible  qualities  in  a' higher 
degree  than  the  molt  faturated  fo- 
lutions  of  common  bark. 

Fourthly,  That  it  does  not  under¬ 
go  the  fame  decompofition  of  its 
parts  by  boiling  as  the  common  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark. 

Fifthly,  That  the  red  bark  is 
more  adringent  than  the  common 
Peruvian  ba?k. 

Sixthly,  That  its  antifeptic 
powers  are  greater ;  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  this,  it  may  be 
proper  to  obferve  here,  that  both 
its  cold  infufion  and  decodion 
preferved  entire  their  bitter  and 
other  medicated  powers  in  the 
month  of  June,  in  the  elabcra- 
tory  of  Guy’s  Hofpital  for  five 
weeks,  and  perhaps  for  a  much 
longer  time,  while  a  decodion  of 
common  bark  gave  evident  marks 
of  a  change-  in  a  few  days.  In  the 
decodion  of  red  bark,  the  powder, 
which  is  feparated  during  the 
cooling  of  it,  remains  intimately 
didufed  through  the  liquor,  which 
therefore  continues  loaded  and 
turbid  when  at  red.  I11  the  de¬ 
codion  of  common  bark,  the 
powder  quickly  fubfides  to  the 
bottom ;  the  red  bark  therefore 
contains  in  it  a  large  proportion 
of  mucilaginous  parts,  fuch  as 
have  been  propofed  by  the  late 
.Dr.  Fothergil),  to  be  added  to  the 
decodion  of  the  common  Peruvian 
bark,  in  order  that  it  may  remain 
turbid  when  at  red,  and*  thereby 
that  its  rednous  parts  be  more 
perfedly  fufpended  in  the  body  of 
the  liquor.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
circumdaace  will  favour  exceed¬ 
ingly  the  adion  of  the  domach 
upon  it. 

The  advantages  therefore  to  be 

expeded 
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expected  from  the  red  bark  can¬ 
not  be  obtained  from  any  quan¬ 
tity  of  common  bark.  The  belt 
common  bark,  compared  with  the 
red  bark,  appears  inert  and  effete. 

All  the  above  experiments  were 
executed  in  the  prefence  of  feveral 
^gentlemen. 

I  was  led  more  particularly  to 
profecute  this  fubjedt,  from  an 
opinion  that  the  red  bark  might 
fo  impregnate  cold  water  by  infu- 
fion,  as  to  cure  intermittent  fevers 
with  more  certainty  than  could  be 
done  even  by  the  deception  or 
powder  of  common  bark.  The 
fenfible  qualities  which  appear 
from  the  above  experiments,  be¬ 
ing  fo  much  greater,  in  the  cold 
inrufion  of  the  one  than  in  the  de- 
codtion  of  the  other. 

It  cannot  I  think  be  denied, 
that  the  experiments  above  re¬ 
lated,  and  which  have  been  exe¬ 
cuted  and  frequently  repeated 
with  great  accuracy,  fumciently 
prove  that  the  red  Peruvian  bark 
exceeds  the  other  in  its  fenfible  qua¬ 
lities,  and  that  it  contains  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  thofe  refmous 
and  aftive  parts  on  which  the 
power  and  efficacy  of  bark  have 
been  by  all  writers  on  the  practice 
♦of  medicine  and  Materia  Medic  a 
believed  to  depend. 

f - — - 

Me  count  of  ^Trials  at  large  made ,  by 
Mr.  I  adman,  to  determine  the 
comparative  Advantages  of  the 
Drill  and  Broad-caft  Methods 
of  Culture  of  Wheat  and  Lu¬ 
cerne  :  and  of  an  Experiment 
made  by  Mr.  Rebecca,  to  dif- 
cover  what  Increafe  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  a  Grain  of  Wheat, 
in  one  Year;  from  repeated 
I  ranfplantations  ;  communicated 
to  the  Society  for  the  Encou¬ 


ragement  of  Arts,  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  Commerce,  and  in¬ 
fer  ted  at  their  Requejl  :  from  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Agriculture,  &c. 

To  the  honourable  and  laudable 
Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and 
Commerce. 


Gentlemen, 

T  A  V I  N  G  been  honoured  with 
your  premium  for  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  turneps  amongft  beans,  for 
which  I  return  yon  thanks,  I  find 
you  are  defirous  of  being  informed 
of  the  beft  method  to  cultivate 
wheat,  either  by  drills,  or  broad- 
caft,  both  of  which  I  am  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with:  having  experi¬ 
enced  them  many  times  upon  all 
forts  of  land.  But  the  greateft 
experiment  was  in  1752  and  1753. 
In  the  year  1752,  I  had  twenty- 
two  acres  cf  bean-gratten  dunged, 
for  the  beans  about  forty  loads  per 
acre,  which  I  managed  as  follows : 

I  firft  plowed  it ;  after  which  I 
fowed  my  wheat  in  this  inanner. 
Every  other  rod  in  breadth  was  in 
the  broad-caft  way  :  the  other  was 
in  drills.  In  the  fpring  I  horfe- 
hoed  the  drills,  and  harrowed  it ; 
as  I  did,  alfo,  that  which  was 
fown  in  the  broad-caft  way.  Both 
of  them  feemed  to  make  a  good 
appearance.  When  harveft  came, 
I  directed  the  reapers  to  cut  each 
rod  feparate ;  and  to  make  the 
iheaves  as  nearly  of  the  fame  fize 
as  poffible.  By  this  I  found  a 
great  deficiency  in  the  drilled 
wheat :  not  having  near  fo  many 
fhocks.  This  was  tried  on  a  fandy 
loam  foil. 

The  next  year  I  had  a  field  of 
twenty- three  acres,  a.ljoining  to 
the  ether,  managed  in  the  lame 
manner:  I  found  the  fame  defi¬ 
ciency; 
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eiency;  and  I  think  it  very  eafy 
to  be  accounted  for.  In  the  fpring 
of  the  year,  when  the  wheat  begins 
to  rife  from  the  ground,  the  land 
being  very  clean  by  the  hoeing, 
and  the  ground  very  fine  by  fo 
doing,  the  (bowers,  that  are  very 
frequent  in  March,  caufe  the  fine 
mould  to  rife  on  the  tender  part 
of  the  wheat  :  which,  when  it 
happens,  prevents  it  from  grow¬ 
ing  any  farther.— -It  is  a  very  good 
way,  to  fow  clover  in  wfyeat  in 
February,  I  never  could  find, 
that  drilling  any  thing  but  beans, 
peafe,  and  tares,  would  produce 
near  fo  good  a  crop  :  neither  will 
they  do  any  way  lo  well,  as  in 
drills :  by  which  means  the  land 
is  kept  clean  ;  and  makes  a  good 
jfeafon  for  wheat. 

Now,  in ,  regard  to  lucerne, 
fainfoin,  &c.  being  put  in  drills, 
it  is  in  a  manner  the  fame  as  in 
the  cafe  of  wheat.  I  have  a  deal 
of  lucerne :  part  of  it  in  drills ; 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep 
dean  by  hand-hoeing.  But,  after 
a  hard  rain,  feeing  my  horfes 
would  not  eat  it,  I  found  upon 
infpedion,  the  earth  was  fo  much 
wafhed  into  it  * ,  that  it  was  a 
good  reafon  for  fowing  the  other 
part  broad  call  way.  1  immedi¬ 
ately  cut  off  that  they  eat  upon  : 
and  I  then  fowed  the  land  over  in 
broad -call,  and  raked  it  with  a 
hand-rake.  I  have  not  found  any 
thing  of  the  lame  kind  happen 
ever  fince. 

If  this  information  may  be  of 
any  utility,  I  (hall  be  happy  in 
having  given  it:  as  I  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  know  fomething  of  tfie 
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farming  bufinefs :  having  been  in 
it  near  forty  years.  I  began  at 
firft  har-how-boy  :  from  that,  I 
went  through  every  other  part  of 
plowing,  fowing,  &c.  and  before 
1  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  I 
paid  eighteen  hundred  pounds  per 
year  rent. 

I  have  another  thing  to.  offer  to 
this  fociety,  which  I  can  explain. 
It  is  that  three  crops  may  grow  in 
the  fame  year,  with  the  fame  cul¬ 
ture,  and  expence,  as  one  crop ; 
and  that  they  will  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  one  another:  but, 
quite  otherwise,  wherever  one  is 
good,  the  other  two  will  be  fo 
likewife.  I  hold  at  this  time 
about  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
acres  of  arable,  meadow,  and 
pafture  land 

I  am,  with  the  utmoft  deference 
and  refpeft. 

Your  honour’s  moil  obedient* 
and  humble  fervant, 

Higham,  W m  .  T a  d  m  a  n . 

19th  Dec.  1772. 

To  Mr.  Shield's  nurferyman,  at 
Lambeth,  Surry, 

S  1  R, 

IF  the  following  fingle  expe¬ 
riment,  procefs,  and  product  of  a 
fingle  grain  of  wheat,  will  give 
you  any  pleafure,  and  you  (hall 
think  it  worth  laying  before  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  and  particularly  Agricul¬ 
ture,  I  (hall  think  myfelf  amply 
paid  for  the  pains  I  took  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  experiment.  The  increafe 
appears  ailonilhing  to  me  :  I  have, 
therefore,  communicated  it  to 


*  This  inconvenience  attending  drilled  lucerne  is  peculiar  to  Mr.  Tadman’s, 
and  fuch  other  very  fandy  land.  For  many  inllances  can  be  produced  of  drilled 
lucerne,  now  growing,  which  is  entirely  free  from  it. 
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you,  though  there  may  appear 
nothing  wonderful  in  it,  when  read 
before  your  learned  body  #  :  and  I 
may  be  fmiled  at,  for  my  rural  fim- 
plicity,  and  ignorance.  As,  pofii- 
b!y,  there  may  be  many  more  won¬ 
derful  inftances  of  vegetable  in- 
creafe,  ihould  that  be  the  cafe,  you 
will,  in  a  fingular  manner,  oblige 
me  by  communicating  them  to  me; 
who  am  fond  of  fuch  fubjefts  of  ad¬ 
miration. 

I  am,  with  great  efteem,  Sir, 
Your  moil  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

Amerfham,  Bucks,  W},_  Rebecca. 
iath  Jan.  1773. 

The  produce  of  a  fipgle  grain  of 
wheat,  propagated  in  the  garden 
of  the  Rev.  Dr,  Drake,  reftor  of 
Amerfham,  Bucks,  by  Wm*  Re¬ 
becca,  gardener. 

ON  the  fir  ft  day  of  Auguft, 
1771,  I  fowed,  or  rather  fet,  a 
Jingle  grain  of  the  red  wheat :  and, 
in  the  latter  end  of  September, 
when  the  plant  had  tillered,  I  took 
it  up;  and  (lipped  or  divided  it 
into  four  fets,  or  (lips. — ' Thofe 
four  fets  I  planted ;  and  they 

M- 


grew  and  tillered  as  well  as  the 
firft.  In  the  end  of  November  I 
took  them  up  a  fecond  time,  and 
made  thirty- fix  plants,  or  fets. 
Thefe  I  again  planted,  which 
grew  till  March,  1772:  in  which 
month,  I,  a  third  time,  took  up 
my  plants,  and  divided  them  into 
two  hundred  and  fifty-fix  plants, 
or  fets.  For  the  remaining  part 
of  the  fummer,  till  the  month  of 
Auguft,  they  had  nothing  done 
to  them,  except  hoeing  the  ground 
clean  from  weeds,  till  the  corn, 
was  ripe.  When  it  was  gathered, 
I  had  the  ears  counted,  or  num¬ 
bered,  and  they  were  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  eleven :  a 
great  part  of  which  proved  as 
good  grain  as  ever  grew  out  of 
the  earth.  Many  of  the  ears  mea- 
fured  fix  inches  in  length :  feme 
were  middling  grain;  and  fome 
were  very  light  and  thin.  This 
was  the  reafon  I  did  not  number 
the  grains :  but  there  was  better 
than  half  a  buihel  of  corn  in  the 
whole  produce  of  this  one  grain 
of  wheat  in  one  year. 

Query,  would  not  this  pra&ice 
(fpring-planting)  be  of  great  ufe,  f- 
where  the  crops  do  mils,  by  va¬ 
rious 


■>  *  Mr.  Millar  made  the  fame  trial  at  Cambridge,  fome  years  ago,  and  with 

very  little  difference  in  the  manner.  The  refuit  was  fmilar,  as  to  the  produce  ; 
j  and  lie  communicated  an  account  of  the  experiment  to  the  Royal  Society,  who 
I  published  it  in  their  Memoirs.  Others  have  repeated  the  experiment  with  a 
correfpondent  fuccefs. — The  making  more  generally  known,  however,  what 
|  rapid  increafe  corn,  and  other  herbs  of  the  gramineous  tribe,  admit  of  by  tranf- 
plantation  and  diviiion,  from  the  property  of  the  quick  production  of  off-fets 
from  their  roots,  may,  at  prefent,  be  of  utility;  when  attempts  are  making  to 
improve  the  culture  of  wheat,  on  that  principle  :  to  which  the  knowledge  of 
this  prodigious  multiplication  of  the  plants,  by  divifion  of  the  roots,  gave  rife. 
iThe  Society  have  in  this  view  offered  a  premium  to  encourage  trials  of  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  tranfplantation,  to  praclife  in  particular  cafes  where  it  may  be  advan- 
;  tageous. 

;  f  Mr.  R  .becca  is  not  fingular  in  this  opinion.  Though  the  tranfplanting 
‘wheat,  as  a  general  mode  of  culture,  is  net  eafily  reducible  to  conftant' practice 
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rious,  accidents  incident  to  farm¬ 
ing  ? 

*1  can  prove  the  above  fads,  by 
the  atteftation  of  fufhcient  wit- 
Reffes,  if  doubted. 


Ac  counts  of  'Methods  of  Rearing 
Calves  q without  Milk ,  or  faving 
it  after  a  Jhort  Rime  ;  communi¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  Budd,  Mr.  Fors¬ 
ter.,  and  Mr.  Carr,  to  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufadures,  and 
Commerce,  and  inferted  at  their 
Requeft  :  from  the  fame. 

,\  • 

To  the  Society  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Arts,  Manufadures, 
and  Commerce. 

Gentlemen, 

A  VING  obferved  in  your 
book  of  premiums,  for  the 
year  1 771,  your  offer  of  a  gold 
medal  for  an  account  of  the  beft 
method  of  rearing  black  cattle 
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without  milk ;  and  hav'ng  made 
many  experiments,  for  thefe  four 
or  five  years  pa  ft,  1  am  induced  to  1 
become  a  candidate  for  it.  I, 
therefore,  lay  before  you  the  fol¬ 
lowing  method  of  rearing  black 
cattle  without  milk  *  . 

In  two  or  three  days  after  they 
are  calved,  I  take  the  calves  from 
the  cows,  and  put  them  in  a  houfe 
by  themfelves.— -I  then  give  them 
a  kind  of  water-gruel,  compofed 
of  barley  about  one-third,  and 
two-thirds  of  oats,  ground  toge¬ 
ther  very  fine.  I  then  fift  the 
mixture  through  a  very  fine  fieve ; 
put  it  into  the  quantity  of  water 
(mentioned  below)  ;  and  boil  it 
half  an  hour,  when  I  take  it  off 
the  fire,  and  let  it  remain  till  it  is 
milk-warm.  I  then  give  each  calf 
about  a  quart  in  the  morning,  and 
the  fame  quantity  in  the  evening ; 
and  increafe  it,  as  the  calf  grows 
older.  It  requires  very  little 
trouble,  to  make  them  drink  it. 
After  the  calves  have  had  this 


yet  in  fuch  cafes,  as  he  intimates,  where  confiderable  parts  of  land  have  failed 
after  autumn-fowing,  if  may  be  done  with  great  convenience.  Nor  does  there, 
after  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  fubjecl,  appear  any  folid  reafon,  why, 
in  the  feafons  when  the  autumn-culture  of  wheat  has  failed  much,  frefh  land 
might  not  be  planted  with  off-fets  of  that  grain,  as  well  to  private  emolument, 
as  public  advantage.  This  practice  is  the  more  promifmg,  becaufe  the  trans¬ 
plantation  may  be  performed  much  later  than  the  laft  made  by  Mr.  Rebecca, 
even  till  the  end  of  April,  with  the  fame  certainty  of  fuccefs  :  and  land  which 
had  borne  turneps,  cole-feed,  or  other  plants  for  fpring-fpod,  even  late  in  the 
feafon,  might  be  made  to  afford  a  large  crop  of  wheat  the  fame  fummer  with 
great  profit,  when  there  was  a  profpeft  of  fcarcity.  The  apprehenhon  of  the 
too  high  expence  of  labour  has  been  made  the  great  objection  to  this  pra&ice. 
Rut  the  introduction  of  the  fetting  wheat  inftead  of  (owing  it,  which  is  now 
done,  in  fomes  places,  on  great  quantities  of  land  with  very  confiderable  profit, 
has  fet  this  matter  in  fo  clear  a  light,  from  large  experience,  that  all  difficulty 
on  this  fcore  muff  be  given  up,  where  thofe  fafts  are  known.  For  the  having 
in  the.  quantity  of  feed,  when  the  corn  is  fet,  nearly  pays  for  the  difference  of 
the  expence  of  labour  betwixt  that  method  and  fowing  :  and  this  faving  is  ftill 
much  greater  in  the  cafe  of  tranfplanting  than  in  fetting,  though  the  expence  of 
the  labour  differs  but  little. 

*  This  account  was  deemed  fully  fatisfaClory,  and  the  gold  medal  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  adjudged  to  Mr.  Budd. 

diet 
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diet  for  about  a  week  or  ten  days, 

I  tie  up  a  little  bundle  of  hay  ;  and 
put  it  in  the  middle  of  the  houfe  ; 
which  they  will,  by  degrees,  come 
to  eat.  I  alfo  put  a  little  of  the 
meal  above  mentioned  in  a  fmall 
trough  for  them,  to  eat  occafion- 
ally  ;  which  I  find  of  great  fervice 
to  them.  I  keep  them,  in  this 
manner,  till  they  are  of  proper 
age  to  turn  out  to  grafs  ;  before 
which,  they  mult  be  at  leak  two 
months  old.  Therefore  the  fooner 
I  get  them  in  the  fpring,  the 
better. 

About  a  quart  of  the  above 
meal,  mixed  with  three  gallons 
of  water,  is  fuffieient  for  twelve 
calves  in  the  morning,  aiid  the 
fame  quantity  in  the  evening.  I 
increafe  the  quantity  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  they  grow  older.  By  this 
method,  I  have  reared  between 
fifty  and  fixtv  beads  within  thefe 
four  years :  forty  of  which  I  have 
now  in  my  pofiefiion ;  having  fold 
off  the  others,  as  they  became  of 
a  proper  age ;  and  by  the  fame 
method  calves  may  be  reared  with 
a  trifle  of  expence. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  inoft  humble  fervant, 

W  m  .Sudd. 


No.  2,  Somerfet-houfe,  Stable-yard, 
Strand,  October  io,  1771. 

Sir, 

H  A  V  1 N  G  obferved,  that  the 
Society  ordered  a  medal  to  be 
given  for  the  rearing  of  black 
cattle  without  milk,  I  thought  the 
Society  would  not  bs  difpleafed 
with  an  account  of  feeding  calves, 
intended  for  the  market,  and  for 
butchers  meat,  without  milk. — 
Frequently  accounts  of  improve- 
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ment  in  hufbandry  are  handed 
about,  which  never  have  been 
tried,  and  can  have  no  fuccefs 
when  put  to  the  proper  tell  by  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  account  I  prefume  to  lay- 
before  the  Society  is  founded  on 
an  experience  of  feveral  years  — 
A  farmer’s  wife  in  Pruffia,  who 
had  employed  this  method,  kept 
it  very  fecret:  but  keeping  only 
two  or  three  cows,  and  yet  buying 
conilantly  ten  or  twelve  calves, 
and  fattening  them  in  a  fhort 
time  fo  advantageoufly,  that  the 
butchers  always  preferred  her 
calves  to  thofe  they  could  get  of 
other  farmers,  it  was  fufpedled, 
ihe  had  devifed  a  new  and  cheap 
method  in  feeding  them.  Some 
of  my  relations  afterwards  learned 
this  method  from  the  farmer’s  wife ; 
and  found  it  anfwer  better  than 
the  bell  milk  for  fattening  calves. 
Becaufe,  it  not  only  fuceeeded  in 
a  fhorter  time,  and  p-ave  the  veal 
the  mod  delicate  and  favory  take  r 
but  it  made  the  meat  whiter; 
and  was  upon  the  whole  cheaper 
than  in  the  common  way :  as  the 
whole  milk  of  the  dairy  could  be 
fpared  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
butter. 

The  infufion  of  malt,  or  frefh 
wort,  is  the  fubllitute  to  milk.  In 
fumrner,  it  may  be  given  cpld : 
but  in  winter,  it  mull  have  the 
fame  degree  of  warmth,  as  the 
milk  juft  coming  from  the  cow. 
The  quantity  is  the  fame,  as  the 
milk  commonly  given  at  once 
to  a  calf :  and  it  mull  be  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  calf 
grows. 

I  wifh,  that  in  cafe  the  Society 
Ihould  approve  of  it,  a  new  trial 
may  be  made  of  this  method ;  and 

if 
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if  found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
that  it  may  be  published  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  :  as  a  great 
quantity  of  milk  may  be  thus 
fpared  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
cheefe  and  butter,  in  order  to 
reduce  thefe  two  articles  of  our 
provifions  to  a  more  moderate 
price  than  they  have  hitherto 
been. 

Before  I  leave  this  fubjeCl,  give 
me  leave.  Sir,  to  communicate  to 
the  fociety  another  cheap  method 
employed  in  Pruflia  for  rearing 
black  cattle.  After  the  expreffion 
of  the  linfeed-oil  from  Indeed, 
the  remaining  hulks,  or  drofs,  are 
made  up  into  round  balls,  of  the 
fize  of  a  fiit,  and  afterwards  dried. 
Two  or  three  of  thefe  balls  are  in- 
fufed,  and  diffolved  in  hot  water : 
and  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  frefh 
milk  is  added  in  the  beginning ; 
but  afterwards,  when  the  calves 
are  grown,  the  farmers  employ 
only  the  fkim-milk,  which  they 
mix  with  the  infufion.  If  this 
method  fhould  deferve  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Society,  it  would  at 
once  fpare  great  quantities  of  milk 
towards  making  cheefe  and  butter, 
and  afford  a  good  ufe  for  the  drofs 
left  after  the  expreffion  of  the  lin¬ 
feed-oil. 

As  an  ardent  wilh  to  be  of  feme 
fervice  to  mankind,  by  every  little 
addition  in  faving  huibandry,  and 
a  view  to  reduce  the  exorbitant 
price  of  provifions  to  the  poorer, 
and  manufacturing  part  of  my 
fellow-creatures  in  this  country, 
prompted  me  chiefly  to  draw  up 
this  account,  I  hope  it  will  meet 
with  approbation  from  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  if  not  on  account  of  its  real 
merit  and  ufefulnefs,  at  leak  for 
the  intention,  and  like  endeavours 
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to  fulfil,  in  fome  meafure,  thofe 
great  and  noble  purpofes  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  patriotifm,  which  the 
Society  itfelf  propofes  in  all  its 
tranfaClions. 

I  am,  with  due  regard. 

Your  moil  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

J.  R.  Forster. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr 
Carr ,  refpeCiing  the  Rearing  of 
Calves,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to 
fave  the  Milk. 

I T  is  well  known  by  fome  of  the 
old  houfe  wives  of  Norfolk,  to  this 
day,  the  manner  of  rearing  calves 
is  with  fleeted  milk  and  water 
warmed :  which  being  too  lean 
and  thin,  turns  four  within  them, 
and  fometimes  kills  them  ;  but  in 
general  they  are  pot-bellied,  with 
their  hair  flaring :  and  fometimes 
they  turn  loufy,  which"  feldom  is 
cured  till  young  grafs  purges  the 
bad  humours  off:  which  effeCl  is 
cuftomary  alfo  with  refpeCt  to 
hogs. —  In  large  dairies  they  al¬ 
ways  put  their  fleeted  milk  into  a 
ciftern,  from  day  to  day,  in  order 
to  turn  four,  and  curdle  before 
they  give  it  them ;  and  even  they 
put  an  equal  quantity  of  water  to 
it :  otherwife  it  heats  and  binds 
them ;  wherefore  they  will  not 
take  enough  to  fatten  them.  But 
from  the  cooling  quality  of  the 
water  they  will  drink  twice  as 
much  when  thus  mixed :  and  we 
find,  from  experience,  they  do 
much  better  in  this  way. 

The  befl  method  I  ever  found 
of  rearing  calves,  and  which  I 
have  purfued  for  thirty  years,  is 
to  take  them  off  the  cows  in  three 
weeks,  or  a  month ;  and  to  give 

nothing; 
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tiuthing  but  a  little  fine  hay  till 
they  begin,  through  neceflity,  to 
pick  a  little.  I  then  cut  fome  of 
the  hay,  and  mix  it  with  bran  and 
oats  in  a  trough,  and  dice  fome 
turneps  about  the  fize  of  a  crown- 
piece  :  which  they  will  foon,  by 
licking  for  want  of  liquor,  learn 
to  eat.  When  the  work  is  thus 
done,  give  them  but  turneps  e- 
nough,  and  they  will  do  well. 
Give  them  no  water,  unleis  the 
turneps  be  left  off. 


Ohfer-vations  on  the  Damage  done  to 
Arable  Land,  hy  carrying  off'  the 
Stones  from  the  Surface ;  in  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Price  :  — —  and 
an  Account  of  a  Method  of  pre¬ 
venting  Blights  on  Fruit-trees , 
and  efculent  Plants ,  in  t-zvo  Let¬ 
ters  from  Mr.  Gullet  ; — com¬ 
municated  to  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce ;  and 
inferted  at  their  Requej} :  from 
the  fame . 

Mr.  Priced  Obfervatioris  on  picking 
off  Stones  from  Arable  Land. 

To  the  Honourable  Society  of 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce. 

T  has  been  a  thing  well  known, 
for  a  great  while,  to  feveral 
of  the  molt  experienced  farmers, 
in  many  parts  of  England,  that 
taking  away  the  fmall  itones  and 
flints  is  highly  detrimental  to  ai- 
molt  all  kinds  of  plowed  land, 
but  particularly  fo  to  thin  ftaplcd, 
or  light  lands;-  and  likewife  to 
all  lands  of  a  binding  nature. — 
This  I  find  has  been  long  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  many  Ikilful  farmers  in 
Vol.  XXV. 


R  O  J  E  C  T  S.  i x3 

different  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
but  it  never  did,  I  believe,  enter 
the  thoughts''  of  any  one  till  of 
late  years,  that  the  damage  could 
be  nearly  fo  great  as  it  is  now 
found  to  be,  fince  unufual  quan¬ 
tities  of  flints,  and  other  ftones, 
have  been  repeatedly  gathered  for 
the  ufe  of  the  turnpike-roads. — 
Indeed*  the  damage  done  by  this 
practice  to  many  kinds  of  land* 
efpecially  to  fuch  as  are  mentioned 
above,  is  found  to  be  fo  great,  as 
to  be  almoft  incredible  to  any  one, 
who  has  not  particularly  obferved, 
for  a  number  of  years,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  deftruCtion,  I  fhall, 
therefore,  here  give  a  few  in- 
flances,  out  of  a  great  many,  that 
have  come  to  my  knowledge,  from 
which  it  will  appear,  how  exceed- 
ingly  great  the  damage  mull  be 
throughout  the  extent  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  the  parifli  of  Stevenage,  in 
Hertfordflffre,  there  is  a  field  of 
land  well  known  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  by  the  name  of  Chalk- 
dell  Field,  containing  about  two 
hundred  acres*  The  land  in  this 
field  was  formerly  equal,  if  not 
fuperior,  to  molt  lands  in  that 
county  |  in  a  word,  it  was  good 
to  a  proverb.  But  lying  conveni¬ 
ently  for  the  furveyors  of  the 
roads,  they  have  picked  it  fo 
often,  and  ftripped  it  of  the  flints 
and  fmall  ftones  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  is  now  inferior  to  lands,  that 
were  formerly  reckoned  not  worth 
above  one  half  its  value,  acre  for 
acre.  I  mean  fuch  lands  as,  ly¬ 
ing  at  a  good  diflance  from  the 
roads,  have,  for  that  reafon,  either 
not  been  picked  at  all,  or  not 
nearly  fo  much  as  this  field.  All 
the  farmers,  and  other  perfons, 
who  have  known  the  field  for  a 
I  go°d. 
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good  number  of  years,  and  have 
obferved  the  management,  and 
produce  of  it,  do  unanimoufly  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  crops  of  grain  from 
Chalkdell  Field  have  not,  for 
thefe  lad  fourteen  years,  been 
much,  if  any,  above  half  what 
they  were  the  fourteen  years  im¬ 
mediately  preceding,  notwith- 
danding  the  late  improvements  in 
husbandry  :  and  this  is  entirely 
owing,  as  they  all  agree,  to  itrip- 
oing  the  land  of  the  Hones.—*  Nor 
is  it  Chalkdell  Field  alone  that  has 
materially  fuffered  in  that  county 
by  the  above  mentioned  practice : 
on  the  contrary,  the  oldeft  and 
molt  experienced  farmers  in  the 
parifhes  of  Gravely,  Stevenage, 
&c.  feme  of  whom  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  farming  for  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  or  forty  years, 
and  have  in  general  lived  always 
on  the  fpot,  do  declare,  and  fay, 
they  are  ready  to  atteft  it  upon 
oath,  if  called  upon,  that  feveral 
thoufand  acres,  bordering  on  the 
turnpike-road  from  Welwyn  to 
Baldock  in  Herts,  have  been  fo 
much  impoverifhed  by  having  the 
Hones  frequently  taken  away,  that 
they  are  not  now  fo  good  as  they 
would  have  been,  had  the  Hones 
been  left  upon  the  land,  fome  by 
one- fourth ;  fome  by  one  fifth; 
fome  more,  fome  lefs,  of  their 
whole  prefent  value.  But  that 
all,  in  general,  have  been  mate- 
rially  damaged,  fo  that  the  lofs 
to  the  inheritance  for  ever,  in  the 
aforefaid  lands,  mud  be  computed 
at  a  great  many  thoufand  pounds ; 
to  fay  nothing  of  what  the  public 
has  fuffered  in  the  deficiency  of 
the  crops  of  grain. 

But  it  may  be  afked,  if  the 
damage  by  taking  away  the  Hones 
be  fo  great  as  I  reprefent ;  how 

9.  1 . 


comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  farmers, 
who  hold  the  afore  mentioned 
lands,  have  not  either  broke, 
thrown  up  their  farms,  or  got 
their  rents  lowered  ?  None  of 
which  has  generally  happened. 
This  I  grant ;  but  then  let  the 
very  high  price  of  grain  for  num¬ 
bers  of  years  pafr,  and  the  famine 
of  thoufand s  of  Harving  poor,  an- 
fwer  thefe  queftions,-— I  am  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  that  the  high 
price  of  grain  has  been  the  prin¬ 
cipal  reafon  ;  and  a  dreadful  rea- 
ibn  it  is ;  why  none  of  thefe  has 
generally  happened ;  and  any  one, 
who  knows  the  progrefs  of  trade 
for  thirty  or  forty  years  paft,  and 
the  different  value  of  money  in 
that  period,  may  form  to  himfelf 
other  concurrent  circumflances. 
What  puts  it  beyond  doubt,  that 
this  prodigious  impoverifhing  of 
the  land  is  owing  to  no  other 
caufe  whatfoever,  but  picking  and 
carrying  away  the  Hones,  is,  that 
thofe  lands  have  generally  been 
moH  imooverifhed,  which  have 
been  moil  frequently  picked  ;  and 
fo  on  in  proportion.  Nay,  1  know 
a  field,  part  of  which  was  picked, 
and  the  other  part  plowed  up  be¬ 
fore  they  had  time  to  pick  it : 
the  part  that  was  picked  loft  feven 
or  eight  parts  in  ten  of  two  fuc- 
ceeding  crops  of  grain,  though 
the  whole  field  was  manured  and 
managed  in  all  refpebts  alike. — 
What  proves  inconteftibly,  that 
this  almoff  incredible  damage  was 
owing  folely  to  picking  the  Hones, 
is,  it  went  to  an  inch,  as  far  as 
they  were  picked,  and  no  further, 
—I  fhall  mention  but  one  indance 
more  at  prefent.*— -A  gentleman  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fculton,  in 
Lancafhire,  who  farmed  a  part  of 
his  dtate,  ordered  the  Hones, 

which 
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Which  lay  very  thick  on  fome 
grounds,  to  be  carefully  picked 
up,  and  carried  away.  He  did 
this  from  an  imagination,  that 
they  prevented  the  grain  from 
growing  out  of  the  earth.  Thofe 
grounds  had  always  before  pro¬ 
duced  very  good  crops :  but  he  now 
found,  to  his  aftonifliment,  that  he 
could  hardly  get  any  crops  at  all. 
He  afked  the  neighbouring  farm¬ 
ers  what  they  thought  might  be 
the  reafon  of  it ;  they  were  of 
opinion,  it  mull  be  his  cleaning 
the  land  of  the  Hones;  and  advifed 
him  to  carry  them  back,  and  fpread 
them  again  all  over  the  land ; 
which  he  did  at  a  great  expence. 
He  had  excellent  crops  immedi¬ 
ately  ;  fuch  as  the  land  had  pro¬ 
duced  before  the  ltones  had  been 
cleared  away. 

Many  perfons  have  been  ready 
to  imagine,  becaufe  nothing  can 
grow  upon  a  bare  Hone,  that, 
therefore,  it  can  be  of  no  manner 
of  lervice  to  the  corn,  but  rather 
the  reverfe,  in  preventing  it  from 
growing  freely  out  of  the  ground. 
But  this  cdnclufion  is  by  far  too 
precipitate;  fince  Hones  are  of  fur- 
prifing  and  manifold  ufes.  For 
inHance,  they  greatly  aflifl  the 
plough  in  working  the  land.  They 
alfo  prevent  land  of  a  binding  qua¬ 
lity  from  running  together,  and 
hardening  like  mortar  in  a  wall. 
They  fcreen  the  tender  blade  from 
blaHs  and  blights.  They  prevent 
the  crop,  where  the  flaple  is  thin, 
from  being  fcorched  up  by  the 
heat  in  fummer :  and  they  pre¬ 
vent  the  exudations  of  the  earth 
from  evaporating;  and  by  that 
means  greatly  promote  vegetation. 

Should  a  doubt  arife,  whether 
the  turnpike-roads,  which  are 
now  mended  chiefly  with  mate- 
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rials  gathered  from  plowed  lands, 
may  be  kept  in  as  good  repair  as 
they  are  at  prefent,  without  any 
confiderable  additional  expence, 
if  the  power  of  gathering  mate¬ 
rials  from  plowed  lands  be  taken 
away,  let  it  be  confldered,  that 
the  befl  turnpike-roads  in  Eng¬ 
land  are  thofe  which  are  entirely 
made  with  round  pebbles,  and 
fuch  other  materials  as  are  dug 
from  under  ground :  ar.d,  on  the 
contrary,  that  thofe  which  are 
made  chiefly  with  materials  ga¬ 
thered  from  lands,  are,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  very  wprfl.  This 
is  a  circumflance  any  perfon  may 
be  fatisfied  in  with  very  little  in¬ 
quiry.  The  turnpike  road  from 
London  to  two  or  three  miles  be¬ 
yond  Hatfield,  and  thofe  from 
thence  to  Hitchin,  if  compared 
together,  will  furnifh  a  fluking 
inHance  of  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation.  Therefore,  fhould  there* 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  be  at  firfl  an  addi¬ 
tional  expence,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  that  it  will  be  more 
than  compensated  for  in  the  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  duration  of  the 
roads.  At  the  fame  time  I  make 
this  obfervation,  1  am  net  clear, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  there  would 
be  even  at  nrfl  an  additional  ex¬ 
pence  of  any  great  confluence. 

In  fome  places,  I  believe,  the 
reverfe  would  be  the  cafe.  The 
above  inflances  and  observations 
are  fubmitted,  and  earneflly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  ferious  conside¬ 
ration  of  the  honourable  Society 
of  Arts,  See. 

by  their  mofl  humble, 

and  mofl  obedient  ferVanfc, 

Knelworth,  Herts,  p  c  p 

January  23,  1773*  1  K  ' 

I  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Gullet's  Letter  on  Blights. 
Sir, 

EVERY  member  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  however  diftant  from  the 
metropolis,  or  private  his  ftation, 
who  knows  any  thing  of  your  lau¬ 
dable  inftitution,  which  not  only 
takes  under  conlideration,  but  en¬ 
courages  the  propagation  of  every 
thing  ufeful,  from  the  Cedar  of 
Libanus,  to  the  Hyflbp  of  the 
wall,  mull,  if  he  be  a  friend  to 
mankind,  or  a  lover  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  not  only  wifh  it  well*  but 
wifh  alfo  to  contribute  fomewhat 
towards  the  general  good.  It  is 
that  which  occafions  my  giving 
you  this  trouble ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  makes  me  hope  you  will 
pardon  my  prefumption,  in  fend¬ 
ing  you  the  following  obfervations 
on  fo  feemingly  trivial  a  fubieCt. 
—Viz.  the  preventing  cabbage  plants 
from  being  eat  by  caterpillars  ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  fome  reafons,  why  the 
fame  means  feem  capable  of  pre¬ 
venting  blights,  and  their  effects 
on  fruit  trees,  or  others.—Thefe 
thoughts  I  have  likevvife  extended 
In  idea,  to  the  prefervadon  of 
crops  of  turneps  from  the  fly ;  as 
alfo  of  crops  of'  wheat  from  the 
yellows,  and  other  deftruflive  in- 
feds.  If  thefe  latter  experiments 
fhould  fucceed  on  trial,  as  I  am 
ftrongly  inclined  to  think  they 
will,  then  the  fame  means,  which 
produced  thefe  effeds,  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  an  almoft  infinite  va¬ 
riety  of  cafes  for  the  prefervadon 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 

Bat  rijiim  tencatis  amici ,  how 
will  you  think  you  are  infulted, 
when  I  tell  you,  all  this  is  to  be 
performed  with  a  bujh  of  Jlinking 
elder . — -Great  effeds  are  frequently 
produced  from  feemingly  trivial 


caufes.  Why  may  they  not  lit 
the  prefent  cafe  ?—Of  the  virtues 
of  elder,  in  preferving  cabbages 
from  being  deftroyed  by  cater¬ 
pillars,  I  can  already  fay,  proba - 
turn  ef.— We  all  know  how  very 
offensive  to  the  olfadory  nerves  a 
bufli  of  green  elder-leaves  is.  No 
body  wifnes  to  fmell  to  it,  becaufe 
it  is  fo  difagreeable  ;  -and  for  that 
reafon  every  one  avoids  touching 
it.  I  conflder  the  olfadory  organs 
of  a  butterfiy  as  much  fuperior  to 
ours,  in  delicacy  and  nicety,  as 
their  bodies  are  to  ours.— If  fo,. 
why  fhould  not  what  is  fo  ofFenflve 
to  our  fmell,  be  much  more  fo  to 
theirs  ?  We  often  fee  them  alight, 
and  remain  on  cabbage-plants : 
but  who  ever  faw  them  on  a  bufh 
of  green  elder  l 

Laughable  as  this  experiment 
feems  to  be,  I,  laft  year,  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  it.— Accordingly  I 
took  fome  young  elder  bufhes,  the 
ftems  of  which  I  held  inclofed  in 
a  paper,  that  my  hands  might  not 
ftink  of  it,  and  whipped  the  cab¬ 
bage-plants  well  with  it,  (but  fo 
gently  as  not  to  hurt  the  plants) 
juft  as  the  butterflies  firft  ap¬ 
peared.  After  this,  I  never  faw 
a  butterfly  come  on  them ;  nor 
was  there,  I  believe,  a  Angle  ca¬ 
terpillar  blown  on  any  of  the 
plants  fo  whipped,  during  the  re- 
fldue  of  the  feafon.  I  could  often 
obferve  the  butterflies  fluttering 
and  hovering  round  the  plants, 
(like  gnomes  or  fylphs)  but  never 
alight  on  them  :  although  another 
bed  of  cabbage  *  plants,  in  the 
fame  garden,  which  had  not  been 
whipped,  was  infefted,  and  eat  by 
the  caterpillars,  as  this  had  ufually 
been.  I  have  tried  the  fame  expe¬ 
riment  again  this  year,  doubting 
not  but  to  have  the  fame  fuccefs : 

and 


USEFUL  P 

and  fhall  be  happy,  if  (from  its 
fimplicity)  your  Society  ihould  not 
think  it  beneath  their  notice,  but 
take  it  under  their  patronage. 

Reflecting  on  the  effects  of  this 
experiment,  and  the  caufe  which 
produced  them;  and  thinking, 
that  blights  are  chiefly  and  gene¬ 
rally  occafioned  by  fmall  flies,  and 
minute  infeCts,  and  that  their  ol¬ 
factory  nerves  are  as  much  fupe- 
rior  in  delicacy  to  butterflies,  as 
they  are  inferior  in  flze,  I  whipped 
the  limbs  of  a  wall  plum-tree, 
when  in  full  bloflom,  as  high  as  I 
could  reach  with  a  buflh  of  young 
elder,  whofe  leaves  1  had  bruifed, 
that  the  effluvia  might  be  the 
ftronger,  and  fo  as  not  to  hurt  the 
bloflom.  The  effeCts  produced  by 
this  whipping,  are  that  the  leaves 
of  thefe  trees  are  very  green, 
frefh,  imooth,  and  flourishing : 
the  fruit  has  fet  very  fair,  thick, 
and  thriving  ;  and  there  is  not  the 
Jeaft  appearance  of  a  blight  on  any 
of  the  limbs  fo  whipped :  while 
thofe  .not  fix  inches  higher,  and 
from  thence  to  the  top  of  the  tree, 
are  blighted,  and  fhrivelled  up  as 
ufual :  and,  as  thofe  of  this  tree 
had  been  for  feveral  years  paft ; 
'and  not  one  third  fo  much  fruit  fet 
on  the  unwhipped  part,  as  on  the 
limbs  whipped  :  though  the  blof- 
fom  was  equal:  and  there  is  more 
fruit  promiflng  to  ripen  this  fum- 
mer,  on  the  two  limbs  whipped, 
than  has  been  on  the  whole  tree 
for  three  years  paft. — I  have  flnce 
endeavoured  to  reftore  one  of  the 
blighted  fhoots,  by  whipping  the 
leaves,  and  tying  up  a  twig  of 
elder  among  them ;  which  hath, 
in  part,  had  the  deiired  effeCt,  by 
the  offenfive  effluvia  driving  away 
the  flies.  —  By  this  means,  thole 
leaves  have  revived,  which  were 
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not  abfolutely  rolled  up  in  a 
fcrowl,  where  the  infeCts  are  out 
of  harm’s  way,  and  the  fmell  of 
the  elder.-— -I  have  tried  the  like 
experiment  on  another  tree  with  the 
like  fuccefs. 

This  has  fuggefted  a  thought, 
whether  an  elder-plant,  now 
efteemed  noxious  and  offenfive, 
may  not  be  one  day  feen  planted 
with,  and  entwining  its  branches 
among  fruit-trees,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  fruits. 

I  ftruck  over  a  bed  of  young 
cauliflower-plants,  which  had  been 
bit,  and  almoft  dcftroyed  by  in- 
feCts  (either  fleas,  or  flies)  with 
an  elder-bufh:  flnce  which,  they 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  touched, 
or  hurt,  but  are  recovering  a-pace  : 
and  I  promife  myfelf,  they  will 
not  be  infefted  again  with  any 
fort  of  infeCts,  unlefs  fome  can 
be  difcovered  fond  of  living  on 
elder-leaves. 

This  circumflance  has  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  try  the  following  ex¬ 
periment  on  a  crop  of  young  tur- 
neps  (which  I  am  about  to  till.) 
When,  they  come  up  to  the  height 
at  which  they  are  ufually  eat,  and 
greatly  damaged  by  infeCts  of  fome 
kind  or  other  (either  flies  or  fleas) 

1  intend  to  let  a  man  draw  a  buih 
or  two  of  elder,  fpread  fo  as  to 
cover  the  breadth  of  a  ridge  at 
once,  up  and  down  fmoothly  over 
the  young  turneps ;  and  I  have 
little  doubt  of  their  being  effectually 
preferved. 

Crops  of  wheat,  I  flatter  my¬ 
felf,  may  be  preferved,  in  like 
manner,  from  what  the  farmers 
call  the  yellow's,  and  other  like 
accidents,  which  they  confider  as 
a  kind  of  mildew ;  but  which  is 
in  fad  (as  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 
well  know)  occafioned  by  a  fmall 

1  3  fly. 
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fly,  that  blows  in  the  ear  of  the 
corn ;  and  produces  a  worm  ai¬ 
med  invisible  to  the  naked  eye , 
but  appearing  through  a  micro- 
icope  a  large  yellow  maggot,  of 
the  colour  and  glofs  of  amber, 
with  eggs  like  a  very  fine  yellow 
powder.  —  Was  a  perfon  to  draw 
an  elder-bufu  lightly  up  and  down 
over  a  ridge  of  corn,  when  the  ears 
are  firlt  formed,  and  before  thofe 
flies  have  blown,  1  have  little  or  no 
doubt,  but  the  parent  infeCls  would 
be  effe&ually  deterred,  and  pre¬ 
vented  from  pitching  their  tents  in 
io  noxious  a  dtuation. 

As  thefe  thoughts,  and  the  length 
I  have  extended  them  to,  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  cafes  in  my  own 
imagination,  have  afforded  me 
foma  pleafure,  I  trud  you  will 
pardon  my  troubling  you  with 
them,-— when  I  allure  you,  that, 
though  the  bads  of  this  fubjecl  is 
only  a  fimple  bufh  of  flicking 
elder,  yet  the  communication  of 
it  is  meant  as  a  proof  of  that  re- 
ip.edli  which',  as  a  member  of  the 
community,  I  owe  to  fo  truly 
laudable  an  inftitution,  and*  is  in¬ 
tended  (however  it  may  be  re¬ 
ceived)  pro  hono  publico . 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Y  our  mod  humble  fervant, 

Chris.  Gullett. 
Taviftock,  Devon, 

'4  June,  1771. 

P.  So  Since  writing  the  forego¬ 
ing  account,  1  have  obferved, 
that  the  fame  caufe  is  the  deflruc- 
bon  of  great  part  of  our  apple- 
bloffom  ;  and,  couid  the  above 
method  ' of  whipping  our  apple- 
trees  take  place,  1  have  little  or 
no  doubt  of  its  contributing  ef feu¬ 
dally  to  the  increaf’e  of  our  cyder- 
j?, carings.  '  For,  allured  by  the 
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fragrancy  of  the  apple-bloftbm,  or 
guided  by  inflinCl,  or  both,  no,  only 
a  fmall  black  fly  produces  {warms 
of  young  ones  in  the  leaves, 
which  contract,  fhrivel,  and  blight 
them :  but  they,  or  fome  other 
flies,  blow  alfo  into  the  bloffom, 
which  produces  a  white  maggot,  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  bloflbm 
is  contracted,  fhuts  itfelf  clofe  round 
the  worm,  and  forms  a  complete 
covering  to  it,  like  a  fhell ;  where 
it  continues  devouring  the  heart 
of  the  bloflbm  till  that  is  effectually 
deltroyed,  and  turned  to  a  yel- 
lowifh  red  colour,  like  a  dried  dock- 
leaf. 

Mr.  Gullett* s  fecond  letter  op 
Blights. 

S  1  R, 

YOUR  obliging  letter,  of  the 
20th  inflant,  in  confequence  of 
mine  of  the  4th  ultimo,  gives  me 
pleafure,  as  well  as  confers  an  ho¬ 
nour  upon  me,  which  I  was  ap¬ 
prehend  ve  the  fimplicity  of  my 
fubjeCt  would  fcarcely  entitle  me 
to;  and  therefore  demands,  and 
you  have  my  thanks.  Sir,  for  the 
early  notice  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  take  of  it,  and  your  promife  of 
laying  it  before  the  Society.  — I 
was,  and  dill  am  doubtful,  whe¬ 
ther  you  meant  to  have  an  imme¬ 
diate  anfwer  to  your  queries,  or 
at  any  time  before  your  next  meet¬ 
ing  in  October :  but  concluded 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  better  to 
err  in  fhewing  my  over-readinefs, 
than  the  lead  backwardnefs  to 
enter  on  a  correfpondence  with  fo 
worthy  a  Society  of  literati,  which 
would  do  me  fo  much  honour; 
more  eflentially,  as  1  think  with, 
you,  that  the  fubjeCl  under  confe¬ 
deration  may  be  of  public  utility; 

which 
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winch  I  confider  as  the  bafis  of 
your  inftitution,  and  which  fhould 
animate  every  individual  to  en¬ 
courage  it.  Therefore,  as  the 
poor  widow  threw  her  mite  of 
money  into  the  public  treafury  of 
riches,  fo  do  I  my  mite  of  obfer- 
vation  into  your  Society,  the  public 
treafury  of  ufeful  arts,  and  the  great 
promoter  of  commerce  :  and  which 
has  fo  largely  contributed  to  that 
afcendancy  this  kingdom  is  gaining 
over  the  relt  of  Europe  in  thefe  fe- 
veral  branches. 

The  elder  I  made  ufe  of  was  the 
fambuctts  fruclu  in  umbella  nigra , 
the  common  herge-elder.  But 
then  it  was  folely  of  the  young 
fhoots  of  this  la  ft  fpring,  which,  at 
that  time,  fmelled  much  ftronger, 
and  more  offenfive  than  they  do  at 
prefent,  when  arrived  at  their 
bloilbming  feafon.  For  the  rind, 
or  outer  fkin  of  the  fhoots  of 
this  year,  is  now  much  thicker 
than  when  I  ufed  them ;  and  con- 
fequently  lefs  permeable  to  the 
juices,  which  are  now  become 
more  vifcid,  beginning  to  lofe 
their  fluidity,  and  to  acquire  an 
arborical  quality.  The  large  Hems 
of  elder,  which  are  covered  with 
a  thick  rough  cortex,  do  not,  I 
apprehend,  give  any  ftrong  fmell : 
and  the  expreffions  in  my  former 
letter  were  meant  to  be  confined 
folely  to  young  elder  twigs,  or 
fhoots  of  this  fpring  only.  The 
dwarf  kind  of  elder,  mentioned 
in  your  letter,  which  botanifts,  I 
apprehend,  call  ebulus ,  being  more 
offenfive  than  the  young  fhoots  of 
common  elder,  muft  undoubtedly  be 
much  preferable  to  it ;  by  fo  much, 
as  the  fmell  is  more  offenfive. 
Since  all  the  virtues  I  attributed  to 
elder,  are  derived  merely  from  the 
£rong,  ill- flavoured,  difagreeable 
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effluvia  it  emits  of  which,  I  ap¬ 
prehend,  it  lofes  confiderably,  the 
nearer  it  approaches  to  its  bloffom  - 
ing  ftate  ;  as  the  bloffom  in  particu¬ 
lar  fcarce  retains  any  of  the  genuine 
flavour.  I  do  remember  to  have 
fcen  the  ebulus. 

Since  my  laft  letter,  I  have  been 
informed  of  the  following  fact, 
which  feems  to  corroborate  my  hy¬ 
pothecs,  viz.  that,  when  this  county 
was  infefted  with  fuch  Avar  ms  of 
cock-chafers,  or  oak- webbs,  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago,  in  many 
parifhes,  like  the  Egyptian  locufts, 
they  eat  up  every  green  thing,  but 
elder;  and  there  W'as  fcarce  a  green 
leaf  left,  unlefs  on  the  elder-bufhes. 

I  have  been  credibly  affured,  that 
they  remained  untouched,  amidft 
the  general  devaluation  :  which  can 
only,  ]  think,  be  accounted  for 
from  their  unpalatablenefs,  which 
muft  certainly  be  great,  to  occa- 
fion  their  efcaping  fo  voracious  a 
multitude. 

As  the  farm  I  keep  in  hand  is 
at  fome  diftance  from  this  town, 

I  ordered  my  hind  to  be  fure  to 
draw  an  elder-bufh  over  the  wheat 
fields,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  laft, 
as  foon  as  the  corn  was  eared,  and 
before  it  began  to  bloflbm  :  but 
the  very  dry,  hot  weather,  bring¬ 
ing  on  the  corn  fooner  than  was 
expected,  I  was  furprized,  and 
greatly  vexed,  on  taking  a  ride 
thither  one  day,  to  find  it  got; 
and  getting  into,  fine  bloffom.-— 
J,  however,  ordered,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  next  morning,  at  day-break, 
two  fervants  went  with  two  elder 
bulhes  on  each  fide  the  ridge, 
from  end  to  end,  and  fo  back 
again ;  and  drew  them  over  fuch 
of  the  fields  as  were  not  got  too 
far  in  bloffom.  Thefe  i  examined 
laft  week,  and  found  pretty  clear  • 
I  4  of 
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of  the  yellows,  much  more  fo  than 
thofe  which  were  not  elder-flruck. 
And  I  have  little  doubt,  but  that, 
had  the  operation  been  performed 
fooner,  it  would  have  totally  pre¬ 
vented  their  being  at  all  touched. 
But  the  evening  before  they  were 
flruck,  in  going  through  the  fields, 
and  looking  attentively  at  the  ears 
of  corn,  I  difcovered  vaft  numbers  of 
the  flies,  which  occafion  the  da¬ 
mage,  already  on  the  corn,  feven  or 
eight  flies  on  a  fingle  ear.  There¬ 
fore  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
eggs  of  the  yellows,  which  are  there 
now,  were  lodged  before  the  corn 
was  flruck  with  the  elder :  as  pre¬ 
vention,  and  not  cure,  is  all  to  be 
expected  from  the  operation.  —  I 
took  notice  of  the  manner  of  the 
flies.  They  are  about  the  fize  of 
gnats,  with  a  yellow  body,  and 
blueifh  wings,  depofiting  their  eggs ; 
which  they  do  on  the  outfide  of  the 
hufk  of  the  ear,  about  the  upper,  or 
middle  part  of  the  hufk :  from 
whence,  I  fuppofe,  they  defcend 
into  the  hufk  by  the  next  fhowers  of 
rain,  or  dews.  One  fly  in  particu¬ 
lar  I  faw  lay  a  great  number  of 
eggs,  after  the  rate  of  about  one 
egg  every  fecond  of  time,  till  at 
length  I  caught  her  by  the  wing; 
and,  in  carrying  her  acrofs  three  or 
four  ridges,  I  thought  I  perceived 
fomething  on  my  thumb,  which  I 
took  up,  and,  on  viewing  it  through 
a  pocket  microfcope,  found  it  to  be 
at  leaf:  eight  or  ten  eggs,  of  an  oval 
form,  which  fhe  had  laid  in  that 
time,  and  which  I  preferved  for  fome 
time,  and  (hewed  to  feveral  people. 
— judge  then  of  their  fecundity*.-— 
As  a  further  proof  of  which,  I  will 
inform  you,  that  the  day  I  received 
your  letter,  I  examined  fome  corns 
of  one  ear,  and  found  the  follow¬ 
ing  numbers  of  living  yellow  mag¬ 


gots,  or  infeHs,  in  the  hufk  of  one 
fingle  grain,  viz.  in  the  fir#  com 
fifteen,  in  the  fecond  nineteen,  in  the 
third  twenty-nine,  and  in  the  fourth 
forty-one.— So  large  a  number  as 
forty-one  infedts  in  one  fingle  grain, 
feems  fufficient  to  eat  up  all  the 
corn  in  a  whole  ear:  and  we  muff 
fuppofe,  either  that,  like  the  nor¬ 
thern  nations  of  old,  or  modern 
Arabs,  when  they  have  confumed 
all  their  old  flock,  they  decamp  in 
fearch  of  more ;  or  that  they  are 
flarved  and  perifh  in  their  citadel. 
This  lafl  feems  the  mofl  likely;  as, 
firfi,  it  appears  difficult  for  them  tQ 
get  out ;  and  next,  fhould  fuch  in¬ 
numerable  multitudes  all  furvive,  or 
did  not  innumerable  multitudes  pe¬ 
rifh,  they  would  threaten  us  with  an 
entire  deflrudlion  of  the  next  wheat 
harvefl. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
the  opportunity  you  have  afforded 
me  of  repeating  my  refpedls  for 
your  laudable  Society,  and  fub- 
fcribing  myfelf,  as  with  great 
truth  I  am. 

Your  obliged, 

and  obedient  fervant, 

Chris.  Gullett. 

Taviftock, 

27  July?  I77I* 


Difcovery  of  the  Conftrudlion  of  a 
Machine  for  preventing  the  ill  Ef¬ 
fects  of  the  Fumes  of  Mercury  rif- 
ing  in  the  Operation  of  Water- 
gilding  upon  .  Silver ,  Copper ,  and 
other  Metals ;  by  Mr.  J.  Hills. 

To  the  Prefident  and  Members  of 
the  Society  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Arts. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
THOUGHT  it  neceffary,  at 
the  introducing  of  the  Model, 

which 
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which  I  hope  will  be  found  a  pre¬ 
ventive  againfl  the  ill  effects  of 
Mercury  in  Water-gilding,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  explain  its  ufe,  as  fol¬ 
lows — 

The  injury  received,  is  at  the 
time  the  work  remains  out  of  the 
fire,  from  which  arifes  a  vifible 
vapour  impregnated  with  the 
groffell  part  of  mercury,  which, 
for  want  of  proper  conveyance, 
the  workman  mult  inevitably  re¬ 
ceive  each  time  he  breathes :  to 
prevent  thofe  ill  effects,  I  have 
contrived  a  pair  of  bellows,  which 
immediately  draw  the  effluvia  that 
would  otherwife  difperfe  about 
him.  The  tin  receiver,  in  which 
runs  a  tube  from  the  bottom  of  the 
bellovvs,  is  to  receive  that  part  of 
the  vapour  which  the  valve  of  the 
bellows  repels  every  time  it  goes 
down.  This  is  made  of  tin,  but 
would  be  found  more  efficacious 
if  made  of  common  copper,  gilt 
on  the  infide  with  leaf- gold,  by 
reafon  of  the  mercury  adhering 
thereto.  It  is  perhaps  -  proper  to 
mention,  what  otherwife  may  be 
thought  an  inconvenience,  name¬ 
ly,  the  blowing  of  the  bellows, 
which  may  be  done  at  any  time  by 
a  boy :  but  as  it  is  not  fo  labo¬ 
rious  as  the  treading  of  a  turner, 
and  many  other  ways  of  bufinefs, 
perfons  fo  inclined  may  work  them 
with  a  flirrup,  without  other  af- 
fillance,  and  will  find  great  bene¬ 
fit  by  the  moderate  perfpiration  it 
will  in  courfe  bring  on  :  to  which 
a  farther  precaution  might  be 
added,  that,  if  the  workman 
chufes,  he  may  put  a  piece  of  gold 
in  his  mouth  and  nollrils ;  but 
every  continued  obftruction  to 
breathing  in  the  manner  that  na¬ 
ture  has  ordered,  mud  prove  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  conftitution ; 

4  * 


therefore,  upon  the  whole,  I  dif*. 
approve  of  fuch  practices.  The 
glafs,  which  I  have  made  to  take 
off  and  bring  on,  as  occafion  re¬ 
quires,  will  fupply  them.  I  have 
Hill  added  one  of  a  different  make, 
on  a  plan  which  I  think  in  the 
large  ft  fort  of  work  will  be  found 
moil  effeflual ;  a  draught  of  which 
I  have  annexed  to  the  model,  and 
will  here  briefly  defcribe.  It  is  a 
frame  glazed  to  go  all  round  the 
tin  receiver,  and  come  down  as 
low  as  the  perfon’s  lap;  two  holes 
with  valves,  made  of  leather?  re¬ 
ceive  the  arms,  and  will  not  be 
found  inconvenient  in  working, 
by  reafon  that  tjie  fhirt  fleeves  are 
then  always  up. — Having  thus  far 
defcribed  the  principal  parts  of 
this  model,  fhall  leave  it  to  your 
better  judgment ,  and  if  approved, 
will  give  great  pleafure  and  {atif- 
faction  to. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moil  obedient 

humble  fervant 

J.  Hillj. 

Rofamond’s  Row,  Clerken- 
well,  Dec.  9th,  1773. 

Explanation. 

To  give  a  diflinft  idea  of  this 
invention,  a  more  circumilantial 
defcription  muil  be  attempted; 
and  the  intended  application  be¬ 
ing  therewith  likewife  fhewn,  a 
better  judgment  of  its  utility  may 
be  formed.  It  is  generally  un- 
derilood,  that  the  gilder  is  placed 
before  an  open  furnace  or  railed 
fire-place,  putting  in  and  taking 
out  alternately  the  pieces  of  metal 
that  are  gilding.  The  memorial 
points  out,  that  the  injury  re-  , 
ceived  is  during  the  time  the  work 
is  out  of  the  fire. — The  reafon  of 
that  is  obvious ;  the  workman  is 

then 
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then  brufhing,  or  laying  on  more 
amalgama,  holding  the  piece  ai¬ 
med  under  his  nofe ;  and  as  a 
I'm  all  degree  of  heat  raifes  mercury 
into  fumes,  it  readily  occurs,  that 
the  heat  of  the  metal  forms  that 
noxious  vapour  which  he  receives 
into  his  lungs  every  time  he 
breathes,  unlefs  it  be  diverted  by 
fome  current  of  air;  and  then  its 
baneful  effect  may,  in  a  lefs  de¬ 
gree,  fpread  in  the  room,  fall  be 
felt  by  him  and  thofe  who  are 
obliged  to  be  with  him.-— To  re¬ 
move  all  that  mifehief,  the  inven¬ 
tor  has  thought  of  collecting  the 
noxious  vapour  together,  and  con¬ 
veying  it  direCtly  up  into  the  chim¬ 
ney  .-1— To  do  this  he  has  contrived 
a  funnel  fixed  againfl  the  bread  of 
the  chimney,  over  the  fpot  where 
the  work  is  held  during  the  ope¬ 
ration,  and  from  which  the  fumes 
mud  rife  into  it.  This  funnel, 
or  receiver,  as  he  calls  it,  is,  as 
to  fhape,  like  a  common,  wide, 
flatted,  tin  tube,  with  a  joint  or 
return  in  the  upper  part,  carried 
through  the  brick -work  into  the 
flue,  as  a  channel  of  conveyance 
into  the  chimney :  but  the  afeent 
of  the  vapour  being  flow  and  un¬ 
certain,  without  a  draught  of  air 
to  lead  it  up,  he  hath  farther  con¬ 
trived,  a  tin  pipe,  one  end  of 
which  is  fixed  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  funnel,  and  the  other  in  the 
valve  or  draught-hole  of  a  large 
died  bellows,  reding  upon  the 
upper  part  or  returning  joint  of 
the  funnel,  and  having  its  nozel 
led  (over  the  funnel)  through  the 
brick-work  into  the  flue.— The 
effeCt  of  thofe  bellows  is  to  draw 
up,  and  force  the  floating  fumes 
into  the  chimney  ;  and  that  is 
obtained  by  the  operator’s  work¬ 
ing  them  with  his  foot,  by  means 


of  a  line  fadened  to  the  upper 
handle  of  the  bellows,  and  carried 
over  a  pulley  fkrewed  into  the 
ceiling,  or  into  a  piece  of  wood 
projecting  from  the  chimney,  and 
thence  brought  down  and  tied  to 
a  Airrup,  with  which  it  is  moved 
up  and  down  like  a  treadle.— 
Another  part  of  the  invention,  is 

a  > 

a  glazed  frame  or  window-fafh, 
placed  between  the  operator  and 
his  work,  to  fkreen  him  from  the 
approach  of  the  noxious  fumes ; 
it  is  either  flraight  and  of  the 
breadth  of  the  chimney,  without  a 
return,  and  made  to  Aide  up  and 
down;  or  eife,  as  he  fays,  for 
large  work,  made  circular,  and 
of  a  iize  to  encompafs  the  funnel, 
and  clofe  againfl  the  corners  of 
the  chimney ;  and  then,  inftead  of 
a  Aiding  part,  to  have  in  front, 
two  of  the  fquares  not  glazed,  but 
lined  with  leather  fleeves  for  the 
arms  to  pafs  through  to  the  work ; 
which,  by  either  of  thofe  modes 
of  prevention,  he  allures,  may  be 
done  without  hurt  to  the  health 
of  the  operator. 

The  fubjsCt  of  the  memorial 
and  the  invention  diielofed  by  the 
model,  being  taken  into  conflde- 
ration,  the  Society  rdolved.  That 
a  machine  of  a  proper  iize  for  a 
common  chimney  fhould  be  con- 
AruCted  at  their  exoence  :  and  Mr. 

i. 

Platts,  a  workman  in  the  water - 
gilding  way,  being  found  willing 
to  make  the  trial,  the  machine 
was  put  up  in  his  room;  and  a 
day  being  Axed,  feveral  members 
of  the  Society  went  to  fee  its  efleCt, 
and  reported,  that  they  had  not 
felt  any  of  the,  fo  called,  fweet 
vapour,  during  the  operation  : 
after  wdiich  the  following  letter 
was  received  bv  the  Secretary. 

To 
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To  Mr.  More. 

Sir, 

HAVING  been  informed,  it 
was  neceflary  that  I  fhould  deliver 
my  opinion  of  the  machine  for 
preventing  the  ill  effe&s  of  mer¬ 
cury  in  water-gilding;  I  have  the 
leafure  to  inform  you,  that  I 
ave  made  ufe  of  it  ever  fince  the 
trial,  and  wilk  I  had  been  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  have  had  the  ufe  of  fuch 
an  invention  twenty  years  ago  ;  I 
make  no  doubt  but  I  Ikould  have 
been  free  from  the  diforder  I  have 
fo  long  laboured  under.  As  the 
gentlemen  have  been  fo  indulgent 
as  to  favour  me  with  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  experiencing  thefe  falutary 
effects,  I  fhall  from  gratitude  be 
ready  to  inform  every  perfon  of 
the  conffruCtion  of  the  machine, 
as  far  as  lies  in  my  power. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

M.  Platts. 

Upon  the  confirmed  report,  and 
the  additional  circumftance  of 
cheapnefs  and  fmplicity  of  corf  ruc¬ 
tion,  recommended  in  the  adver- 
tifement  for  the  prefer'uation  of  the 
health  of  poor  workmen,  it  was  re- 
folved,  That  the  candidate,  Mr. 
f.  Hills,  was  juftly  entitled  to  the 
Premium,  being  twenty  guineas, 
offered  for  difcovering  to  the  Sot 
ciety  an  effectual  method  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  ill  effedts  in  Water¬ 
gilding  Silver,  Copper,  or  other 
Metals. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Hills,  originally  a 
Seal-engraver,  fince  moved  to 
No.  82,  Bervvick-Street,  Soho, 
keeps  a  fhop  of  Natural  and  Ar¬ 
tificial  Curiofides ;  and  of  Glafs 
ftained  by  his  particular  invention. 


Account  of  the  TJfefulnefs  of  waft¬ 
ing  the  Stems  of  Trees.  By  Mr. 
Robert  Marfham,  of  Stratton, 
F*  R.  S.  From  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfa&ions,  <vol.  ixxi, 
part  2. 

f  I'  'PIE  following  account  is  a 
_£  kind  of  poftfeript  to  my 
letter  to  Dr.  Mofs,  Lord  Biihop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  1775,  which 
the  Royal  Society  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  publifh  in  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranladtions  in  1777.  In  that 
I  fhewed  how  much  a  beech  in- 
creaied  upon  its  Item  being  cleaned 
and  wafhed ;  and  in  this  I  fhall 
fhevv,  that  the  benefit  of  cleaning 
the  ftem  continues  feveral  years : 
for  the  beech  which  I  wafhed  in 

1775  has  increafed  in  the  five 
years  fince  the  walking  eight  in¬ 
ches  and  fix-tenths,  or  above  an 
inch  and  feven-tenths  yearly;  and 
the  aggregate  of  nine  unwafhed 
beeches  of  the  fame  age  does  not 
amount  to  one  inch  and  three- 
tenths  yearly  to  each  tree.  In 

1776  I  walked  another  beech  (of 
the  lame  age,  <viz.  feed  in  1741)  ; 
and  the  increafe  in  four  years  fince 
the  walking  is  nine  inches  and 
two- tenths,  or  two  inches  and 
three-tenths-  yearly,  when  the  ag¬ 
gregate  of  nine  unwafhed  beeches 
amounted  to  but  one  inch  and 
three-tenths  and  a  half.  In  1776 
I  wafhed  an  oak  which  I  planted 
in  1720,  which  has  increafed  in 
the  four  years  fince  walking  feven 
inches  and  two-tenths,  and  the 
aggregate  of  three  oaks  planted 
the  fame  year  ( -viz.  all  I  mea- 
fured)  amounted  to  but  one  inch 
yearly  to  each  tree.  In  1779  1 
wafhed  another  beech  of  the  lame 
age,  and  the  increafe  in  1780  was 

three 
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three  inches,  when  the  aggregate  aggregate  increafe  was  above  half 
of  fifteen  unwafhled  beeches  was  an  inch  more  than  in  1778.  But 
not  full  fifteen  inches  and  fix-  the  bed;  increafe  of  thefe  three 
tenths,  or  not  one  inch  and  half  years  is  low,  as  there  are  but 
a  tenth  to  each  tree ;  yet  mod  of  twenty  of  the  ninety -three  trees 
thefe  trees  grew  on  better  land  that  were  not  planted  by  me,  and 
than  that  which  was  wafhed.  But  greater  increafe  is  reafonably  ex-, 
I  apprehend  the  whole  of  the  ex-  pedled  in  young  than  old  trees ; 
traordinary  increafe  in  the  two  lad  yet  I  have  an  oak  now  two  hun- 
experiments  fhould  not  be  attri-  dred  years  old*  ( 1780),  which  is 
buted  to  walking :  for  in  the  au-  fixteen  feet  and  five  inches  in  cir- 
tumn  of  1778  I  had  greafy  pond  cumference,  or  one  hundred  and 
mud  fpread  round  fome  favourite  ninety-feven  inches  in  two  hun- 
trees,  as  far  as  I  fuppofed  their  dred  years.  But  this  oak  cannot 
roots  extended;  and  although  properly  be  called  old.  The  an- 
fome  trees  did  not  fhow  to  have  nual  increafe  of  very  old  trees  is 
received  any  benefit  from  the  mud,  hardly  meafurable  with  a  firing, 
yet  others  did,  that  is,  an  oak  as  the  flighted  change  of  the  air 
increafed  half  an  inch,  and  a  beech  will  affeht  the  firing  more  than  a 
three-tenths,  above  their  ordinary  yearns  growth.  The  larged  trees 
growth.  Now  though  the  beech  that  I  have  meafured  are  fo  far 
gained  but  three  tenths,  yet,  per-  from  me,  that  1  have  had  no  op- 
haps,  that  may  not  be  enough  to  portunity  of  meafuring  them  a 
allow  for  the  mud;  for  the  fum-  jfecond  time,  except  the  oak  near 
mer  of  1 779  was  the  mofi  ungenial  the  honourable  Mr.  Legge’s  Lodge 
to  the  growth  of  trees  of  any  fince  in  Holt  Forefi,  which  does  not 
I  have  meafured  them;  fome  not  fnow  to  be  hollow.  In  1759  I 
gaining  half  their  ordinary  growth,  found  it  was-,  at  feven  feet  (for  a 
and  the  aggregate  increafe  of  all  large  fwelling  rendered  it  unfair 
the  un wafhed  and  unmudded  trees  to  meafure  at  five  or  fix  feet)  a 
that  I  meafured  (ninety-three  in  trifle  above  thirty-four  feet  in  cir- 
number  of  various  kinds)  was  in  cumference,  and  in  1778  I  "found 
1779  but  fix  feet  five  inches  and  it  had  not  increafed  above  half  an 
feven-tenths,  or  feventy-feven  in-  inch  in  nineteen  years.  This  more 
cries  and  feven- tenths,  which  gives  entire  remain  of  longevity  merits 
but  eight-tenths  and  about  one-  fome  regard  from  the  lovers  of 
third  to  each  tree;  when  in  1778  trees,  as  well  as  the  hollow  oak 
(a  very  dry  fummer  in  Norfolk)  at  Cowthorp  in  Yorklhire,  which 
they  increafed  feven  feet  and  nine-  Dr.  Hunter  gives  an  account jT  in 
tenths,  or  near  eighty- five  inches,  his  edition  of  Evelyn’s  SdVa,  and 
which  gives  above  nine-tenths  to  calls  it  forty- eight  reef  round  at 
each  tree :  and  this  fummer  of  three  feet.  I  did  not  meafure  it 
3780  being  alfo  very  dry,  yet.  the  fo  low;  but  in  1768  l  found  it,  at 

**  I  cannot  miftake  in  the  age  of  this  oak,  as  I  have  the  deed  between  my 
anceftor  Robert  Mariham  and  the  Copyhold  Tenants  of  his  Manor  of  Stratton, 
dated  May  20,  1580,  upon  his  then  inclofing  fome  of  his  wafie;  and  the  abuttal 
is  clear. 
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four  feet,  forty  feet  and  fix  inches ; 
and  at  five  feet, 'thirty-fix  feet  and 
fix  inches ;  and  at  fix  feet,  thirty- 
two  feet  and  one  inch.  Now,  al- 
though  this  oak  is  larger  near  the 
earth  than  that  in  Hamplhire, 
yet  it  diminilhes  much  more  fud- 
denly  in  girt,  tiz.  eight  feet  and 
five  inches  in  two  feet  of  height 
(I  reckon  by  my  own  meafures,  as 
I  took  pains  to  be  exad).  Sup- 
pofe  the  diminution  continues 
about  this  rate  (for  I  did  not  mea- 
fure  fo  high)  then  at  feven  feet  it 
will  be  about  twenty -eight  feet  in 
circumference,  and  the  bottom 
fourteen  feet  contain  fix  hundred 
and  eighty-fix  feet  round  or  buy¬ 
ers  meafure,  or  feventeen  ton  and 
fix  feet;  and  fourteen  feet  length 
of  the  Hamplhire  oak  is  one  thou- 
fand  and  feven  feet,  or  twenty- five 
ton  and  feven  feet,  that  is,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  feet  more 
than  the  Yorkfhire  oak,  though  that 
is  fuppofed  by  many  people  the 
greateii  oak  in  England. 

I  am  unwilling  to  conclude  this 
account  of  walking  the  items  of 
trees  without  obferving,  that  all 
the  ingredients  of  vegetation  u- 
nited,  which  are  received  from  the 
roots,  item,  branches,  and  leaves 
of  a  mofly  and  dirty  tree,  do  not 
produce  half  the  increafe  that 
another  gains  vvhofe  item  is  clean 
to  the  head  only,  and  that  not 
ten  feet  in  height.  Is  it  not 
clear  that  this  greater  ihare  of 
nourishment  cannot  come  from 
rain  ?  for  the  dirty  item  will  re¬ 
tain  the  moitture  longer  than  when 
clean,  and  the  iiouriihment  drawn 
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from  the  roots,  and  imbibed  by 
the  branches  and  leaves,  mult  be 
the  fame  to  both  trees.  Then 

mult  not  the  great  (hare  of  vege¬ 
tative  ingredients  be  conveyed  in 
dew  ?  May  not  the  mofs  .and  dirt 
abforb  the  finelt  parts  of  the  dew  ? 
and  may  they  not  ad  as  a  kind  of 
ikreen,  and  deprive  the  trek  of 
that  Ihare  of  air  and  fun  which  it 
requires  ?  To  develope  this  my- 
Iterious  operation  of  nature  would 
be  an  honour  to  the  molt  inge¬ 
nious,  and  the  plain  fad  may  af¬ 
ford  pleafure  to  the  owners  of 
young  trees ;  for  if  their  growth 
may  be  increafed  by  cieanfing  their 
ilems  once  in  five  or  fix  years  (and 
perhaps  they  will  not  require  it 
fo  often)  if  the  increafe  is  but  half 
an  inch  yearly  above  the  ordinary 
growth,  it  will  greatly  over-pay 
for  the  trouble,  befides  the  plea¬ 
fure  of  feeing  the  tree  more  fiou- 
ri filing.  Although  the  extra  in¬ 
creafe  of  my  firft  walked  beech  was 
but  four-tenths  of  an  inch,  the 
fecond  was  nine-tenths  and  a  hal£ 
and  the  third  near  two  inches,  fo 
the  aggregate  extra  increafe  is 
above  one  inch  and  one -tenth 
yearly :  and  the  increafe  of  the 
oak  is  eight-tenths.  But  calling 
it  only  half  an  inch,  then  fix  years 
will  produce  above  five  cubic  feet 
of  timber,  as  the  oak  is  eight  feet 
round,  and  above  twenty  feet 
long,  and  fixpence  will  pay  for 
the  wafhin£,  fo  there  remains  nine  » 
(hillings  and  fixpence  clear  gain  m 
fix  years. 

Stratton, 

Oct.  29,  1 7  So. 
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Some  Account  of  Lichfield,  and  its 
Cathedral ;  extracted  from  Pen¬ 
nant’s  Journey  from  Che  her  to 
London. 

I  IC  PI  FIELD  is  a  place  of 
_j  Saxon  origin,  ana  owes  its 
rife  to  Ceadda,  or  Chad,  the  great 
faint  of  Mercia.  I  omit  the  le¬ 
gend.  of  the  thoufand  Chriftiane, 
dfciples  of  St.  Amphibolus,  that 
were  martyred  here  under  Diocle- 
iian ;  or  the  three  kings  flain  at 
this  place  in  battle,  as  fculptured 
over  the  town-hall.  I  take  up  its 
liiftory  about  the  year  656,  when 
Ofway,  king  of  the  country,  eita- 
blifhed  a  bifhoprick  here,  and. 
made  Dwina,  or  Dinma,  the  firit 
prelate.  To  him  fucceeded  Cel- 
lach  and  TrumberCt ;  and  on  his 
demife,  the  famous  Ceadda.  This 
pious  man  at  firit  led  an  eremiti¬ 
cal  life,  in  a  cell,  at  the  place  on 
which  now  hands  the  church  of  his 
name,  and  fupported  himfelf  by 
the  milk  of  a  white  hind.  In  this 
place  he  was  difcovered  by  Rufine, 
the  fon  of  Wolphere,  who  was  pri¬ 
vately  inhrudted  by  him  till  the 
time  of  his  martyrdom,  before- 
recited.  Remorfe,  and  ccnfe- 
quential  converlion,  feized  the 
Pagan  prince.  As  feme  fpecies  of 

^  Bede  Kill. 


expiation,  he  preferred  the  apohle 
to  the  vacant  fee.  Pie  built  him¬ 
felf  a  fmall  houfe  near  the  church, 
and,  with  feven  or  eight  of  his 
brethren,  during  the  interval  of 
preaching,  read  and  prayed  in  pri¬ 
vate.  On  the  •  approach  of  his 
death,  fights  of  angels  fang  hymns 
over  his  cell.  Miracles  at  his 
tomb  confirmed  the  hoiinefs  of  his 
life.  A  lunatic,  that  by  accident 
efcaped  from  his  keepers,  lay  a 
night  on  it,  and  in  the  morning 
was  found  reftored  to  his  fenfes. 
The  very  earth  taken  out  of  it, 
was  an  infallible  remedy  for  all 
diforders  incident  to  man  or  beaft. 
*  Ceadda  was  of  courfe  canonized; 
a  (brine  was  ere&ed  in  honour  of 
him  ;  great  was  the  concourfe  of 
devotees ;  the  place  increafed  and 
flourilhed. 

The  hiflory  of  our  cathedrals 
is,  in  its  beginning,  but  the  hif- 
tory  of  fuperkition,  mixed  with 
feme  truth  and  abundance  of  le¬ 
gend  ;  humiliating  proof  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  human  mind  f 
yet  all  the  fine  arts  of  pall  times, 
and  all  the  magnificent  works  we 
now  fo  juilly  admire,  are  owing 
to  a  fpecies  of  piety  that  every  lover 
of  the  elegance  of  architecture  mult 
rejoice  to  have  exilted. 

lib.  iv.  c.  3. 

We 
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We  are  told,  that  in  the  days  of 
Jaruman,  about  the  year  666,  the 
cathedral  was  founded. 

I  (hall  not  trouble  the  reader 
with  a  dry  lift  of  prelates,  but  only 
mention  thofe  difiinguifhed  by  fome 
remarkable  event,  that  befel  the 
fee  during  their  days. 

In  thofe  of  Winfrid,  fucceffor 
to  St.  Chad,  in  674,  Theodore, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  thought 
fit  to  divide  the  bifhoprick  into 
two,  and  to  eflablifh  the  other  at 
Sidnacefter,  in  Lincolnfhire,  the 
prefent  Stow.  Winfrid  difap- 
proving  this  defalcation,  was  de¬ 
prived  for  contumacy.  The  dio- 
cefe  might  well  bear  dividing ; 
for  at  that  time  it  contained  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Mercia.  At 
prefent,  it  comprehends  ail  Staf¬ 
ford  (hire,  except  Rrome  and 
Clent,  which  belong  to  Worcef- 
ter  ;  the  larger  part  of  W arwick- 
fhire  ;  and  about  half  Shropfhire. 

In  the  time  of  Bifhop  Adulf, 
Offa,  King  of  the  Mercians,  pro¬ 
cured  liberty  from  the  pope  .  of 
creating  the  fee  into  an  arch- 
bifhoprick,  in  786,  and  to  aflign 
him  for  fufFr'agans  Winchefter, 
Hereford,  Lagecefler  (Leicefler), 
Helmham,  and  Dunwick.  This 
honour  died  with  Adulf. 

A  Bilhop  Peter,  in  1067,  the 
year  fucceeding  the  conqueit,  re¬ 
moved  the  fee  to  St.  John’s,  in 
Chefter ;  where  he  died,  and  was 
interred,  in  1085. 

His  fuccefl’or,  Robert  de  Lime- 
fey,  fmitten  with  the  love  of  the 
gold  and  filver  *  with  which  the 
pious  Earl  Leofric  had  covered 
the  walls  of  his  new  convent  at 
Coventry,  in  1095  removed  the 
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fee  to  that  city,  and  at  once  ferap- 
ed  from  a  fingle  beam,  that  f up- 
ported  a  lhrine,  500  marks  worth 
of  filver  f .  » 

I  now  fpeak  of  a  prelate  of  a 
different  temper ;  to  w-hofe  muni¬ 
ficence  both  the  church  and  city 
were  highly  indebted.  Roger  d*e 
Clinton,  confecrated  in  1129, 
took  down  the  antient  Mercian 
cathedral.  We  are  not  informed 
of  the  dimen fions  or  nature  of  the 
building,  any  more  than  we  are 
of  that  built  by  this  bifhop.  It 
mull:  have  been,  according  to  the 
reigning  mode  of  the  times,  cf  the 
fpecics  of  architecture  ufually 
called  Saxcn ,  with  many  pillars 
and  round  arches.  There  is  not 
at  prefent  the  lea  11  relique  of  this 
ftile.  But  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  accident,  or  calamity, 
which  deftroyed  the  labours  cf 
this  pious  prelate ;  who  took  up 
the  crofs,  and  died  at  Antioch,  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  holy  fepul- 
chre. 

After  a  fuccefilon  cf  twelve  pre¬ 
lates,  Walter  de  Langton,  trea- 
furer  of  England,  was  con  berat¬ 
ed  bifhop  of  this  fee,  in  1296.  Lie 
was  highly  favoured  by  Edward  I. 
His  profperity  was  interrupted  by 
the  refentment  of  the  piince,  who 
meanly  revenged  on  the  bifhop  a 
fhort  imprifbnment  he  had  fuffer- 
ed  in  the  time  of  his  father,  for 
riotoufly  defiroying  his  deer.  Af¬ 
ter  a  perfecution  and  confinement 
of  above  two  years,  he  emerged 
from  all  his  difficulties,  and  re- 
fumed  his  pafloral  charge  in  a 
manner  that  did  him  great  ho¬ 
nour.  Pie  may  be  confidered  as 
the  third,  architect  of  this  cathe- 


*  Wharton's  Angl.  Sacr.  i.  4-3  3 . 

f  William  of  Malmfbury,  as  quoted  by  Dugdale,  Hift.  Warwick,  i.  157. 
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dral :  to  him  we  are  indebted  for 
the  prefent  elegant  pile.  He  laid 
the  foundation  for  our  lady’s  cha¬ 
pel;  an  edifice  of  uncommon 
beauty*  finifhed  after  his  death 
with  money  left  for  that  purpofe. 
He  built  the  cloyfters,  and  ex¬ 
pended  2000/.  upon  a  fhrine  for 
St.  Chad.  Fie  bellowed  on  the 
choir  feveral  rich  veftments,  a 
chalice,  and  two  cups  of  beaten 
gold,  to  the  value  of  200/.  To 
the  vicars  choral  he  gave  a  Hand¬ 
ing  cup,  and  an  annual  penfion 
©f  20/.  and  procured  for  them 
and  the  canons  great  immunities : 
in  particular,  there  was  an  order 
from  the  king  to  the  j office s  of 
Stafford  {hire,  that,  without  trial, 
they  fhould  hang  upon  the  next 
gallows  divers  perfons  that  by 
force  kept  their  lands  from  them. 
This  prelate  alfo  fur  rounded  the 
dole  with  a  wall  and  ditch,  made 
the  great  gate  at  the  well  end, 
and  the  poftern  at  the  fouth.  He 
gave  his  own  palace, ,  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  clofe,  to  the  vicars  cho¬ 
ral,  and  built  a  new  one  for  him- 
felf  at  the  eaft  end.  He  partly 
built,  or  enlarged,  the  caftle  at 
Ecclefhal,  and  the  manors  of 
Hey  wood  and  Shugborow,  and 
the  palace  in  the  Strand.  He  ft- 
nifhed  his  ufeful  life  in  Nov.  1321, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of 
his  own  founding. 

The  cathedral  continued  in  the 
ftate  it  was  left  by  Bifhop  Lang- 
ton,  till  the  time  of  the  diffolu- 
tion,  when  the  rich  fhrine  of  St. 
Chad,  and  other  objects  of  fimri 
lar  devotion,  fell  a  prey  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  prince.  The 
building  continued  in  its  priftine 
beauty  rill  the  unhappy  wars  of 
the  laft  century,  when  it  fuffered 


greatly  by  three  fieges.  The  fri 
tuation  of  the. .place  on  an  emi¬ 
nence,  furrovmded  by  water  and 
by  deep  ditches,  and  fortified 
with  walls  and  baftions,  rendered 
it  unhappily  a  proper  place  for  a 
garrifon. 

In  1643,  it  was  poffefled  by 
the  royalilts  of  the  county,  under 
the  Earl  of  Chefterheld ;  when  it 
underwent  the  attack  rendered 
memorable  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Brook,  commander  of  the  parle- 
mentary  forces.  His  lordfhip,  in 
reconnoitring  the  cathedral,  in  a 
wooden  porch  in  Dams-ftreet,  was 
fhot  into  the  eye  by  a  mufket-ball, 
on  March  2d,  1643.  This  hap- 
pened  to  be  the  feftival  of  St. 
Chad,  the  patron  of  the  church* 
The  cavaliers  attributed  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  fatal  bullet  to  the 
influence  of  the  faint,  in  refent- 
ment  of  the  facrileges  this  noble¬ 
man  was  committing  on  his  cathe¬ 
dral.  What  fhare  the  faint  had 
in  this  affair,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay;  but  the  mufket  was  aim¬ 
ed,  and  the  trigger  drawn,  by  a 
neighbouring  gentleman  polled  in 
the  leads,  known  by  the  name  of 
dumb  jDyot.  The  lofs  of  Lord 
Brook  gave  very  fhort  refpite  to1 
the  garrifon ;  which  was  taken  ai¬ 
med  immediately  after,  by  Sir 
John  Gell. 

In  April,  in  the  fame  year,  it 
was  attacked  by  Prince  Rupert; 
At  that  time  it  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Roufwel ;  a  fleady  go¬ 
vernor  over  an  enthuliaftic  garri¬ 
fon.  He  defended  the  place  with 
vaft  refolution.  A  breach  was 
made  by  the  blowing  up  of  a 
mine.  The  attack  was  made 
with  great  bravery,  but  great  lofs. 
At  length  the  garrifon  -  gave  tip* 

on 
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on  the  moft  honourable  condi-  thedral  to  its  prefent  beautiful 
tions  *.  The  colonel  took  care  Hate,  at  the  expence  of  twenty 
to  plunder  the  church  of  the  com-  thoufand  pounds  §  ;  one  thoufand 
munion-plate,  during  the  time  the  of  which  was  the  gift  of  the  dean 
fanatics  were  in  pofteffion.  They  and  chapter ;  the  reft  was  done 
ufed  every  fpecies  of  profanation  ;  either  at  his  own  charge,  or  by 
hunted  a  cat  in  it  with  hounds,  benefactions  refulting  from  his  own, 
to  enjoy  the  fine  echo  from  the  felicitations.  He  died  in  1670. 
roof ;  and  brought  a  calf,  drefted  A  very  handfome  tomb  was  ereCt- 
in  linen,  to  the  font,  and  fprin-  ed  in  the  choir  to  his  memory, 
kled  it  with  water,  in  derifion  of  with  his  effigies  laid  recumbent  on 
baptifmf.  it,  with  a  mitre  on  his  head.*  and 

The  prince  appointed  Colonel  in  his  epifcopal  drefs. 

Hervey  Bagot  \  the  governor  ;  The  weft  front  is  of  great  ele- 
vvho  kept  poftefiion  till  the  ruin  of  gance,  adorned  with  the  richeft 
the  king’s  affairs,  in  1646  ;  when  fculpture,  and,  till  of  late,  with 
the  colonel,  and  other  command-  J  rows  of  ftatues  of  prophets,  kings 
ers,  being  fatisfied  that  the  king  of  Judah,  &c.  and,  above  all,  a 
had  not  an  hundred  men  in  any  very  bad  one  of  Charles  II.  who 
one  place  in  the  field,  nor  any  gar-  had  contributed  to  the  repair  of 
rilon  unbefieged,  furrendered  on  the  church,  by  a  liberal  gift  of 
very  honourable  terms,  on  the  timber.  rI  bis  ftatue  was  the 
10th  of  July,  to  Adjutant  Lou-  work  of  a  Sir  William  Wilfon, 
thian  |j.  .  originally  a  mafon  from  Sutton 

The  ftute  of  this  church,  after  Coldfield,  who,  after  marrying  a 
fo  many  fieges,  may  eafily  be  con-  rich  wife,  arrived  at  the  dignity 
ceived.  The  honour  of  reftoring  of  knighthood, 
it  to  its  former  .fplendor,  was  re-  The  fculptures  round  the  doers 
ferved  for  John  Hacket,  prefent-  were  very  elegant;  but  time,  or 
ed  to  this  fee  in  1661.  On  the  violence,  hath  greatly  impaired 
very  next  day  after  his  arrival,  he  their  beauty. 

fet  his  coach-horfes,  with  teams,  James  11.  when  Duke  of  York, 
to  remove  the  rubbifh :  and  in  bellowed  on  this  church  the  mag- 
eight  years  time  reftored  the  ca-  nificent  weft  window.  The  fine 

*  Clarendon,  ii.  235.  +  Mr.  Green’s  MSS. 

%  During  the  time  this  gentleman  commanded  at  Lichfield,  he'  received  the 
following  extraordinary  challenge  from  a  Captain  Hunt,  a  parlementary  com¬ 
mander  in  Tamworth.  Mercurius  Anlicus,  p.  134-7* 

tl  Bagot,  thou  fonne  of  an  Egipdon  hore,  meete  mee  half  the  way  to-morrow 
*<  morning,  the  half  way  betwixt  Tamworth  and  Litchfeald,  if  thou  dareftj  if 
«  not,  I  will  whrppe  thee  when  foever  I  meete  thee, 

“  Tamworth,  this  .  <l  Lho.  Hunt. 

u  Decemb.  1644.  _  #  .  £ 

Colonel  Bagot  met  him,  and  after  a  bnlk  afiion,  whipped  the  fuiow  himfelr 

into  his  retreat,  and  narrowly  miffed  taking  him, 
j[  Articles  of  Surrender. 

§  Br.  Biogr.  tv.  2457.  A  MS.  with  which  Mr.  Greene  favoured  me,  makes 
the  lum  much  left.  -  ■  . 
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painted  glafs  was  given  of  late 
years,  by  Dean  Addenbrook. 

The  northern" door  is  extremely 
rich  in  feulptured  moldings :  three 
of  foliage,  and  three  of  fmall  fi¬ 
gures  in  ovals.  In  one  of  the 
lowed:  is  reprefented  a  monk  bap¬ 
tizing  a  perfon  kneeling  before 
him.  Probably  the  former  is  in¬ 
tended  for  St.  Chad ;  the  latter 
for  Wulferus.  It  is  a  misfortune, 
that  the  ornaments  of  this  cathe¬ 
dral  are  made  of  fuch  friable 
Hone,  that  what  fanaticifm  has 
Ipared,  the  weather  has  impaired. 

In  the  front  are  two  fine  fpires, 
and  a  third  in  the  centre,  of  a  vaft 
height,  and  fine  proportion. 

The  roof  was  till  of  late  cover¬ 
ed  with  lead,  but  grew  fo  greatly 
out  of  repair,  that  the  dean  and 
chapter  were  obliged  to  fubftitute 
Hates  inftead  of  metal,  on  account 
of  the  narrow  revenues  left  to 
maintain  this  venerable  pile ;  and, 
after  the  ftri&eft  ceconomy,  they 
will  be  under  the  necefiity  of 
contributing  from  their  own  in¬ 
come,  in  order  to  complete  their 
plan.  The  excellent  order  that 
all  the  cathedrals  I  have  vifited 
are  in,  does  great  credit  to  their 
members  ;  who  fpare  nothing  from 
their  own  incomes  to  render  them 
not  only  decent,  but  elegant. 

The  body  is  lofty,  fupported 
by  pillars  formed  of  numbers  of 
Hender  columns,  with  neat  foliat¬ 
ed  capitals.  Along  the  Walls  of 
the  ailes  are  rows  of  falfe  arches, 
in  the  gothic  ftile,  with  a  feat  be¬ 
neath. 

The  upper  rows  of  windows, 
in  the  body,  are  of  an  uncommon 
form,  being  triangular,  including 
three  circles  in  each. 

I 


In  each  tranfept  are  two  places* 
formerly  chapels ;  at  prefent  con- 
fiftory  courts,  and  the  vicar’s 
veftry-room. 

The  choir  merits  attention,  on 
account  of  the  elegant  fculpture 
about  the  windows,  and  the  em¬ 
battled  gallery  that  runs  beneath 
them.  On  each  fide  are  fix  fta- 
tues,  now  much  mutilated,  plac¬ 
ed  in  beautiful  gothic  niches,  and 
richly  painted.  The  firit  on  the 
left  is  St.  Peter ;  the  next  is  the 
Virgin  5  the  third  is  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene,  with  one  leg  bare,  to  de¬ 
note  her  legendary  wantonnefs. 
The  other  three  are  St.  Philip, 
St.  James,  and  St.  Chnftopher, 
with  Chrift  on  his  fhoulders. 

The  beauty  of  this  choir  is  much 
impaired  by  the  impropriety  of 
a  rich  altar-piece,  of  Grecian  ar¬ 
chitecture,  terminating  this  ele- 
gant  gothic  building. 

Behind  this  is  St.  Mary’s  cha¬ 
pel,  with  a  Hone  fkreen,  the  moft 
elegant  which  can  be  imagined, 
embattled  at  top,  and  adorned 
with  feveral  rows  of  gothic  niches, 
of  moft  exquiftte  workmanftiip  ; 
each  formerly  containing  a  fmall 
ftatue.  Beneath  them  are  thir¬ 
teen  ftalls,  with  gothic  work  over 
each.  In  this  chapel  are  nine 
windows,  more  narrow,  lofty,  and 
of  more  elegant  work  than  any  of 
the  others ;  three  on  each  fide, 
and  three  at  the  end. 

In  this  chapel  ftood  the  fhrine 
of  St.  Chad.  Here  was  interred 
Ceolred  *,  King  of  the  Mercians  ; 
and  in  later  times,  here  was  plac¬ 
ed  the  magnificent  tomb  (on  the 
fite  of  the  fhrine)  of  the  firft  Lord 
Paget,  adorned  with  columns, 
with  two  kneeling  figures  of  a 
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man  and  woman  between  the  front 
and  back  pillars.  Thefe  were 
deltroyed  in  the  blind  fury  of  civil 
war ;  as  was  another  line  tomb  of 
a  Lord  Ballet  of  Drayton,  who 
died  in  1389.  Few  indeed  efcap- 
ed.  Of  thofe  are  the  effigies  of 
the  great  Bifhop  Langton,  with 
his  palloral  ftaff  in  one  hand,  and 
the  other  hand  in  the  a&ion  of 
benediflion. :  another,  of  Hugh  de 
Patelhul,  who  died  in  1241,  re¬ 
markable  for  having  the Jiigmata, 
or  marks  of  our  Saviour’s  wounds 
on  the  hands  and  feet :  a  refpeft- 
ful  fuperftition  of  antient  times. 
Dean  Heywood  is  reprefented  in 
his  habit,  and  again  naked,  with 
the  emaciated  change  which  death 
occafions. 

Here  are  feveral  monuments 
within  the  walls,  of  a  moll  frugal 
nature,  having  no  appearance  of 
any  part  but  the  head  and  feet. 
From  an  intermediate  bracket, 
it  is  probable  fome  favourite  faint 
might  have  been  honoured  with  a 
rich  image. 


Some  Account  cf  the  antient  Verula- 
mium,  near  St.  Albans — of  its 
Ruitis ,  life,  from  the  fame  Au¬ 
thor . 

IMMEDIATELY  after  quitting 
this  place,  I  entered  the  cele¬ 
brated  Verulamium,  at  a  fpot  dif- 
tinguiBied  by  a  great  fragment  of 
the  ancient  wall,  known  by  the 
name  of  Gorhambury-block,  which 
probably  bounded  one  fide  of  one 


of  the  port  re  y  or  entrances,  being 
exactly  oppofite  to  that  on  the 
e'allern  part.  The  precindt  de¬ 
parts  from  the  rectangular  form  of 
the  Romans,  this  being  among 
thofe  which  were  laid  out,  Prout 
loci  qualitas  aut  necefjitas  poftula-ve- 
rit  *.  it  inclines  to  an  oval  fhape; 
is  placed  on  a  flope,  and  the 
lower  lide  bounded  by  the  river 
Ver,  which  in  former  times  might 
have  fpread  into  a  lake,  and  given 
greater  fecurity  to  the  town.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Humphry  Lloyd  f, 
it  gave  alfo  the  name  to  the 
place,  Gwerllan,  or  the  temple 
on  the  Ver  j  rightly  bellowing  on 
the  Britons  a  pre-occupancy  of  it 
to  the  Romans.  I  {hall  not  dif- 
pufe  the  notions  of  the  particular 
ford  over  which  Caefar  crolfed  the 
Thames,  when  he  penetrated  into 
our  illand.  It  probably  was  at 
or  near  Coway  Stakes.  Csefar 
leaves  us  no  room  to  depart  from 
that '  opinion >  as  he  exprefsly  tells 
us  that  he  led  his  army  to  the  ri¬ 
ver  Thames,  towards  the  borders 
of  the  territories  of  Caffivelau- 
nus  X,  the  golden-locked  leader 
of  the  country  of  the  Caffi  :  and 
thefe  Caffi  are  reafonably  fuppofed 
to  have  been  a  clan  of  the  Cattieu- 
chlani,  and  to  have  inhabited  the 
hundred  of  this  county  now  call¬ 
ed  Calhio,  in  which  Verulamium 
flood.  But  I  mull  contend,  that 
the  dillance  of  that  city  is  far 
too  remote  from  the  fordable  parts 
of  the  Thames,  to  admit  it  to 
have  been  the  town  of  the  Britilh 
leader  dellrcyed  by  the  invader. 

l 


*  Vegethis,  lib.  i.  c.  43.  t  Commentariol,  31. 

X  Caefar  cognito  confilio  eorum  ad  flumen  Tamaiin  in  fmos  Caffivelauni  ex- 
ercitum  duxit.  Bel.  Gal.  lib.  v. 

Preceding  this,  he  fpeaks  of  the  fines  Caffivelauni ,  as  being  a  man  circiter 
millia  pajjiium  lxxx. 
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It  lies,  in  the  neareft  line,  thirty- 
feven  miles  from  thofe  parts  of 
the  river  :  a  diftarice  too  great  for 
the  time  given  to  Caefar  for  his 
fecond  campaign  in  Britain.  The 
town,  or  rather  poll,  which  was 
forced  by  him,  was  not  remote 
from  the  camp  occupied  by  him 
on  the  fide  of  the  river  ;  and  moil 
likely  was  that  which  is  fill  very 
entire,  in  the  park  of  her  Grace 
theDutchefs  Dowager  of  Portland, 
at  Bulftrode,  about  fifteen  miles 
diftance  from  the  Roman  camo  ; 
whofe  veftiges  are  fill  to  be  feen, 
not  far  from  the  famous  ford  *. 
Partly  by  length  of  time,  partly 
by  conftant  cultivation,  this  poil 
has  loft  fome  of  the  characters 
afcnbed  by  Casfar  to  the  town -of 
Caftivelaunus ;  for  it  wants  at  pre- 
fent  the  marihy  defence  it  had  in 
his  days. 

The  town  alluded  to  was  within 
the  territories  of  the  Britifti  chief¬ 
tain,  and  one  of  the  ftrcno-  holds 
into  which  the  Britons  were  ufed 
to  drive  their  cattle  in  time  of 
danger.  This,  by  Cte far’s  ac¬ 
count,  was  certainly  not  the  moft 
capital ;  for  his  frit  relation  in¬ 
forms  us,  it  (oniy  contained  fatis 
n  timer  us  pe  corum,  a  pretty  coniider* 
able  number  of  cattle.  Notwith- 
flanding  his  vanity,  a  few  lines 
lower,  (wells  his  booty  into  mag- 
nus  numerus ,  a  vaft  number  f. 
Near  Shepperton,  alfo,  near  that 
place,  in  a  field  called  War  Clofe, 
are  found  fpurs,  fwords,  bones, 
and  other  marks  of  a  battle.  bee 
Cambden,  i.  3 66 :  but  in  ail 
likelihood,  the  hr  ft  Is  the  neareft 
to  the  truth. 

•  *  SyhAs  Paludibufque  m  unit  urn, 

•f  L'ewisHift.  Br.  73. 

|j  dee  Doctor  Stukely’s  admirable  plan 


Verulamium  was  the  capital  of 
this  country,  and  the  refidence  of 
its  princes.  ]  do  not  reckon  Caf- 
fivelaunus  among  them  ;  he  was 
a  chieftain  of  the  Cafft,  and,  for 
his  great  abilities,  eledted  general 
on  the  Roman  invafion,  if  our 
Britifti  hiftory  is  to  be  trufted.  Pie 
was  a  guardian  to  his  nephews, 
Anar  way  and  Tenefan  f  (the  laft) 
father  to  Cunoboline,  whofe  coins 
are  fo  frequent.  Plere  was  one 
of  the  Britifh  mints  :  for  we  find 
the  word  Ver  on  the  coins,  but 
no  prince’s  name  to  diftinguifh  the 
reign. 

After  the  Romans  had  effected 
their  conqueft,  they  added  walls 
to  the  ordinary  Britifti  defence  of 
ramparts,  and  ditches.  Many 
great  fragments  of  the  former  ftill  , 
remain,  proofs  of  the  ftrength 
and  manner  of  the  Roman  ma- 
fonry.  On  the  one  fide  is  a  vaft 
lof s ;  on  another,  two.  The  walls 
are  twelve  feet  thick,  where  en¬ 
tire,  formed  of  flints  bedded  in 
mortar,  now  grown  into  amazing 
hardnefs.  By  intervals  of  about 
three  feet  diftance,  are  three,  and 
in  feme  places  four,  rows  of  broad 
and  thin  bricks,  or  tiles,  which 
were  continued  the  whole  length 
of  the  walls,  which  feem  deftgned 
as  foundations  to  fuftain  the  layers 
or  flints  and  lime,  while  the  laft 
was  in  a  moift  ftate.  There 
were,  beftdes,  round  holes,  which 
penetrated  quite  through  jj  ;  but 
theie  are  either  filled  up,  or  efcap- 
ed  my  notice.  According  to  Doc¬ 
tor  Stukely’s  meafurement,  the 
area  is  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  the  greateft 

\  Stupefy  I  tin .  i .  1 1 7 , 
of  this  pjiace. 
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breadth  about  three  thoufand.  ft 
is  at  prefent  inclofed  into  fields ; 
but  under  the  hedges,  in  many 
places,  are  veftiges  of  buildings, 
and,  as  I  am  told,  when  it  is  un¬ 
der  tillage,  the  fites  of  the  ftreets 
appear,  by  the  different  colour  of 
the  corn  above  them.  The  Wat- 
ling-llreet  comes  to  the  Porta  De- 
cumana,  the  gate  on  the  weftern 
fide,  and  paffes  quite  through  the 
city.  There  is  another  road  goes 
on  the  outfide  of  the  fouth  fide  ; 
a  fmall  military  way,  like  that 
which  palled  from  turret  to  turret 
on  Severus’s  wall  *,  for  the  con- 
veniency  of external  paffengers. 

This  place,  by  its  attachment 
to  the  conquerors,  acquired  the 
privileges  of  a  free  borough,  a 
municipium ,  or  rtiunicipal  city, 
whofe  inhabitants  enjoyed  all  the 
rights  of  the  Roman  citizens  ;  for 
which  reafon  fuch  towns  derive 
their  name  a  muneribus  capiendis , 
their  power  to  bear  public  offices. 
They  had  their  fenators,  knights, 
and  commons ;  magilfrates  pnd 
priefls ;  cenfors,  ediles,  queftors, 
and  flamens. 

The  attachment  of  this  town  to 
its  new  mailers,  proved  the  caufe 
of  a  heavy  misfortune,  which  be- 
fel  it  under  the  reign  of  Nero, 
Boadicea,  widow  of  Prafutagus, 
King  of  the  Iceni,  enraged  at  the 
cruel  indignity  offered  to  her  and 
her  daughters,  raifed  an  infurrec- 
tion  againft  the  Romans  and  their 
friends,  and  repaid  with  the  mod 
dreadful  cruelties  the  injuries  they 
had  received.  Camolodunum, 
Londiniurrr,  and  Verolamium, 
fuffered  from  the  fury  of  the  Bri- 

#  Tour  Scotl.  1772.  part  ii.  p. 
pb.  xiv.  c.  ]t,  Src. 
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tons  ;  and  feventy  thoufand  citi¬ 
zens  and  allies  fell  by  the  edge  of 
the  fword.  This  city  was  remark¬ 
able  for  its  wealth  f  ;  which  was 
another  incentive  for  the  Britons 
to  attack  it,  added  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  animofity  againft  a  people  who 
had  forfaken  the  cuftoms  and  reli¬ 
gion  of  their  anceftors. 

The  place  in  a  ftiort  time  emerg¬ 
ed  from  its  misfortune ;  and  had 
the  honour  of  producing  Albanus, 
the  proto-martyr  of  Britain,  a 
wealthy  cicizen  of  Verulamium, 
and,  by  privilege,  of  Rome  alfo. 
He  had  been  a  Pagan,  but  was 
converted  by  means  of  a  gueft, 
whom,  he  had  fheltered  during  the 
great  perfecution  of  Dioclefian,  as 
1  have  before  related.  St.  Alban 
fuffered  in  the  year  302.  Let  not 
legend  deftroy  the  credibility  of 
the  martyrdom,  by  affigning  at¬ 
tendant  miracles,  long  after  their 
ceffation.  We  are  told,  that  af¬ 
ter  he  had  refufed  to  facrifice  to 
the  heathen  gods-,  the  ufual  telf 
of  the  alledged  crime  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  he  was,  as  cuftomary,  whip¬ 
ped  with  rods,  and  then  led  to 
execution,  and  beheaded  on  Ilolm- 
hurif,  where  the  town  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s  at  prefent  ftands.  In  his 
paffage,  the  torrent,  which  then 
divided  the  place  from  Verula¬ 
mium,  like  the  Red-fea,  divided 
its  waters,  and  gave  dry  paffage  to 
the  faint  and  his  followers  ;  a 
fountain  fprung  up  where  the 
martyr  kneeled:  one  of  the  exe¬ 
cutioners  relenting,  was  convert¬ 
ed,  and  fuffered  with  Albanus; 
another,  who  performed  the  deed, 
loft  his  eyes,  as  a  penalty  for  his 
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cruelty  ;  for  they  dropped  out  of 
his  head  in  the  moment  in  which 
he  gave  the  blow  *.  St,  Alban 
was  interred  on  the  fpot ;  and  his 
remains  were  ipiraculoufiy  difco- 
vered  feveral  centuries  after  their 
interment. 

In  429,  this  place  was  honour¬ 
ed  with  a  fynod,  in  which  St. 
Germanus  and  Lupus,  two  French 
prelates,  a  hilled.  A  chapel  was 
erefted,  about  the  year  945,  by 
Abbot  Ulfm,  in  honour  of  the 
former,  on  the  fpot  in  which  he 
preached ;  whofe  ruins  were  to 
be  feen  the  beginning  of  this  cen¬ 
tury. 

After  the  Saxon  invafion,  the 
name  of  the  town  was  changed  for 
that  of  Verlamceller  and  Watlin- 
celier.  The  Britifh  hero,  Uther 
Pendragon,  after  a  long  fiege, 
wrelled  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Saxons,  and  held  it  during  his 
life  ;  after  which  they  foon  reco¬ 
vered  it ;  but  by  reafon  of  the 
cruel  wars  that  raged  during  the 
contell  between  them  and  the  Bri¬ 
tons,  the  place  became  totally  de¬ 
flated . 

Like  the  antient  Deva  f ,  Ve¬ 
rulamium  had  its  great  vaults  or 
fubterraneous  retreats,  llrongly 
and  artfully  arched.  Thefe  are 
fuppofed,  by  Sir  Henry  Chauncy, 
to  have  been  defigned  as  places  of 
retreat  in  time  of  war  for  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  and  for  the 
concealing  of  the  mod  valuable 
effects.  In  960,  they  were  found 
to  give  {belter  to  thieves  and  pro- 
flitutes  ;  which  caufed  Eldred,  the 
eighth  abbot,  to  fearch  after  thefe 

#  Bede  Hid.  Ecc.  lib.  i.  c.  7.  Father 
has  given  a  much  longer  detail, 

f  Tour  in  Wales,  p.  i08s 
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fouderrains,  and  found  feveral 
ways  and  paffages ;  all  which  he 
caufed  to  be  dedroyed,  but  pre- 
ferved  the  tiles  and  Hones  for  the 
rebuilding  the  church,  then  in 
ruins  J. 

The  prefent  St.  Alban’s  arofe 
from  the  ruins  of  Verulamium. 
Offa  King  of  the  Mercians,  di¬ 
rected,  fays  legend,  by  a  vifion 
from  heaven,  difeovered  the  re- 
liques  of  St.  Alban,  by  beams  of 
glory  fpringing  from  the  grave  j|. 
In  793,  he  erected  on  the  fpot  the 
magnificent  monadery,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  hundred  Bene¬ 
dictine  or  black  monks,  and  in  a 
parlimentary  council,  which  he 
held  in  the  fame  year,  bedowed 
on  it  mod  liberal  endowments. 
Verulamium  was  now  reduced  to 
the  date  elegantly  deferibed  by 
Spencer,  afiuming  the  character  of 
the  genius  of  the  place. 

I  was  that  city  which  the  garland  wore 
Of  Britain’s  pride,  delivered  untome 
By  Roman  viftors,  which  it  wore  of  yore. 
Though  nought  at  ail  but  ruins  now  I  be. 
And  lie  in  mine  own  afhes,  as  you  fee., 
Verlame  I  was  :  what  boots  it  that  I  was, 
Sith  now  I  am  but  weeds  and  wafteful 
grafs  ? 

Ruines  of  Time* 

Before  I  quit  thefe  ancient  pre- 
cindts,  I  mud  note  the  church  of 
St.  Michael,  built  within  them,  by 
the  fame  pious  abbot  who  founded 
the  chapel  of  St.  German.  It 
became  an  impropriation  of  the 
abbey,  and,  after  the  dilTolution, 
a  vicarage.  The  church  is  fmall, 
lupported  within  by  round  arches. 
It  is  mod  didinguifhed  by  the 
monument  of  the  great  Lord  Ve- 

CrefTy,  in  his  Church  Hidory,  lib.  vi* 

J  Chauncy,  431, 


rulam 
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rulam.  His  figure  is  of  white 
marble,  placed  fitting  in  a  chair, 
reclining,  in  the  eafy  attitude  of 
meditation.  He  is  drelfed  in  robes 
lined  with  fur,  and  a  high-crowned 
hat.  Any  emblems  of  greatnefs 
would  have  been  unneceffary  at¬ 
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tendants  on  this  illuflrious  cha¬ 
racter.  The  fpeCtator’s  ideas  mull 
render  every  complimental  fculp- 
ture  fuperfiuous.  The  epitaph  con¬ 
veys  high  honour  to  the  grateful 
fervant :  his  mailer  could  receive 
nothing  additional. 


H.  P. 

Francifc.  Bacon,  Baro  de  Verulam,  Sand.  Albani  viceco* 
>  Seu  notioribus  titulis 

Scientiarum  lumen  facundiae  lex. 

Sic  fededat : 

Qui  poftquam,  omnia  naturalis  fapientiae 
Et  civilis  arcana  evolvilfet. 

Naturae  decretum  explevit# 

Compofita  folvantur. 

Anno  Dom.  MDCXXVI. 


yEt. 


Some  Accounty  and  Defcription,  of 
the  Tomb  of  Humphry  Duke  of 
Gloceiter  ;  from  the  fame  Author . 

ON  the  fouth  fide  of  the  cha¬ 
pel  of  St.  Alban  is  the  mag¬ 
nificent  tomb*  of  Humphry  Duke 
of  Gloceiter,  diflinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  The  Good.  He  was  un¬ 
cle  to  Henry  VI.  and  regent  of 
the  kingdom,  under  his  weak  ne¬ 
phew,  during  twenty-five  years. 
His  many  eminent  qualities  gain¬ 
ed  him  the  love  of  the  people ; 
his  popularity,  the  hatred  of  the 
queen  and  her  favourites.  His 
life  was  found  to  be  incompati¬ 
ble  to  their  views.  They  firlt  ef¬ 
fected  the  ruin  of  his  duchefs  by  a 
ridiculous  charge  of  witchcraft, 
and  after  that,  brought  as  ground- 
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Tanti  viri 
,  Mem. 

Thomas  Meautys 
Superftitis  cultor, 
DefunCti  admirator. 

lefs  a  charge  of  treafon  again  him- 
felf.  He  was  conveyed  to  St. 
Edmond’s  Bury,  where  a  parle- 
ment  was  convened  in  1446;  be¬ 
fore  which  the  accufation  was  to 
be  made.  His  enemies,  fearing 
the  public  execution  of  fo  great 
and  fo  beloved  a  character,  cauf- 
ed  him  to  be  flifled  in  his  bed, 
and  then  pretended  that  he  died 
of  vexation  at  his  fudden  fall. 
His  body  was  interred  in  this 
church,  the  fcene  of  his  detection 
of  the  pretended  miracle  of  the 
blind  rellored  to  fight  at  the  vir¬ 
tuous  fhrine  of  St.  Alban.  Shake- 
fpear  gives  us  the  relation  admi¬ 
rably  f .  Gloceiter  had  a  predi¬ 
lection  for  this  place :  he  had  be¬ 
llowed  on  it  rich  veftments,  to 
the  value  of  three  thoufand  marks. 


*  Finely  engraven  in  Sandford’s  Genealogical  Hiftory,  p.  318. 
t  Henry  VI.  part  ii.  fc.  2.  taken  from  Grafton,  p,  597,  598. 
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and  the  manor  of  Pembroke,  that 
the  monks  fhould  pray  for  his 
foul  :  and  he  alfo  directed  that 
his  body  fhould  be  depofited  with¬ 
in  thefe  holy  walls.  The  fees 
attendant  on  his  funeral,  were 
not  of  the  mold  moderate  kind : 
unlefs  we  may  fuppofe,  as  proba¬ 
bly  was  the  cafe,  that  the  houfe 


vyas  at  the  charge  of  ere&ing  the 
monument  to  io  great  a  benefac¬ 
tor.  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  ex- 
prefsly  fays*,  that  Abbot  Whet- 
hamfled  adorned  Duke  Humphry’s 
tomb ;  which  Ihews,  that  part  at 
lead  of  the  expencps  were  borne  by 
the  convent.  The  account  is  cu¬ 
rious. 


4 s  Charges  of  the  burial,  of  Humphry  Duke  of  Gloceder,  and*  &bfer“ 
tc  f vances  appointed  by  him',  to  be  perpetually  born  by  the  convent  of  the 
C(  raonaferie  of  St.  Alban  f . 

Firf.  .The  abbat  and  convent  of  the 
e(  faid  monadarie  have  payd  for  markynge 
(t  the  tumbe  &  place  of  fepulture  of  the  feid 

duke,  within  the  feid  monaderie,  above  f.  s.  d. 

the  fume  of  —  —  ccccxxxm.  z.  vii?» 

<e  Item.  'To  two  monks  preds,  dayly  feiy- 
mg  meffe  at  the  auter  of  fepulcture  of  the 
feid  prince,  everich  takyng  by  1  day  vH 
frna;  thereofF,  by  1  hole  yere  —  xvm.  vs, 

se  Item.  To  the  abbat  ther  yerely,  the  day 
*c  of  the  anniverfary  of  the  feid  prince,  at-' 

44  tending  his  exquys  ther  —  —  xl/. 

t£  Item.  To  the  priour  yerly  thre,  the  fame 
ge  day,  in  likwyfe  atteinding  — *  —  xx'j* 

Item.  To  xl  monks  preds,  yerly,  to 
€t  everich  of  them,  in  the  fame  day,  vis. 

viii d.  fm.  therofF  — :  — -  xii.  vi.  vin. 

Item.  To  viii  monks  not  preds,  yerly, 

€<  in  the  feid  day,  to  everich  of  them  y.  4 d. 

€f  fm.  therofF  —  —  —  xxvis .  vmd* 

fs  Item .  To  11  ankereffes,  1  at  St.  Peter 
€i  church,  another  at  St.  Mich,  the  feid  day, 

yerly,  to  everich  fm.  -  —  —  iiij  4 d. 

“  Item  In  money,  to  be  didribut  to  pore 
ec  peple  ther,  the  feid  day,  yerly  —  xl s. 

se  Item.  To  xiii  pore  men  berying  torches, 
the  feid  day,  about  the  feid  fepulture  nr.  11  d. 

t{  Item.  For  wex  brennyng  dayly  at  the 
tc  mefles,  and  his  anniverfary  of  torch,  yerly  vi.  xn.  in* 

Item.  The  kechen  of  the  convent  ther 
€s  yerly,  in  the  relief  of  the  great  decay  of 
“  the  hudode  of  the  feid  rnonaderi  in  the 
ec  marches  of  Scotland,  which  before  tyme 
fhall  be  appointed  to  the  kichyn  x. 


#  448.  v  '  < 

f  Cotton  Library  Claudii?  A.  8»  fob  195.  A  copy  of  this  is  hung  up  in  the 

'ckwiCh.  '  .  y 
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This  beautiful  tomb  was  once  of  them  ;  tranflated  from  the  Ita- 


infulated,  as  appears  by  one  ol 
thefe  item;.  In  the  middle  is  a 
pervious  arch,  adorned  above  with 
the  coat  of  arms  of  the  deceafed  ; 
and  others  again  along  a  freeze  ; 
with  his  fupporters,  two  antelopes 
with  collars.  From  the  freeze 
arifes  a  light  elegant  tabernacle- 
work,  with  niches;  containing  on 
one  fide  the  effigies  of  our  princes  ; 
the  other  fide  is  defpoiled  of  the 
figures. 

In  1703,  the  vault  in  which  re- 
pofed  the  remains  of  this  illuf- 
trious  perfonage  was  difcovered. 
The  body  was  preferved  in  a  lead¬ 
en  coffin,  in  a  ftrong  pickle  ;  and 
over  that  was  another  cafe,  of 
wood,  now  perifhed.  Again  ft  the 
wall  is  painted  a  crucifixion, 
with  four  chalices  receiving  the 
blood ;  a  hand  pointing  towards 
it,  with  a  label,  infcribed  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me. 

The  epitaph  has  long  ftnce  been 
defaced  ;  but  was  as  follows  : 

Hie  jacet  Umphredus  dux  ills  Glocef- 
trius,  olim 

Henrici  regis  proteCtor,  fraudis  ineptac 
DeteCtor ;  dum  fi£ta  notatmiraculacaeci  * 
Lumen  erat  patriae,  columen  venerabile 
regm  : 

Pads  amans  mufifque  favens  melioribus  ; 
unde 

Gratunr  opus  Oxonia  j  quae  nunc  fcola 
facra  refulget. 

Invida  fed  mulier  regno,  regi,  fibi,  ne- 
quam 

Abftulit  hunc,  humilivixhoc  dignata.  fe- 
pulchro. 

Invidiarumpente  tamen  poft  funera  vivit. 


On  the  Military  Machines  of  the 
jdneients ,  and  the  Ufe  they  made 

9  Alluding  to  the  detection  of  the  impc 
f  He  founded  the  beautiful  divinity-1 


lian  of  Count  Algarrotti. 

IH  A  V  E  for  fome  days  delayed 
anfwering  your  laft  letter:  in. 
order  to  which,  I  found  it  requi- 
fite  to  fend  a  melfenger  to  town, 
and  to  wait  for  his  return, '  You 
queftion  me  on  two  particulars ; 
on  the  force  of  the  military  en¬ 
gines  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
ufe  which  they  made  of  them  in 
war.  Of  their  force  you  have  a 
very  flight  idea  :  and  you  imagine 
the  only  ufe  of  them,  was  to  de¬ 
fend  the  camp.  You  think  there¬ 
fore  that  argument  will  not  hold 
good,  by  which  I  deduced  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  adopting  the  ancient 
method  of  fighting,  from  the  an¬ 
cients  themfblves  having  had  ma¬ 
chines  which  anfwered  to  our  ar¬ 
tillery.  You,  think  no  comparifon 
can  be  made  between  the  catapults 
and  ball  fa  of  the  Romans,  and 
the  artillery  of  the  moderns ;  and 
that  the  prodigious  force  and  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  fire-arms  have  effected, 
if  not  an  entire,  yet  at  leaft  a  very 
confiderable  change  in  the  art  of 
war.  To  clear  up  your  doubts, 
I  confidered  that  I  mull  not  truft 
to  conjecture  alone,  but  mult  pro¬ 
ceed  upon  certain  and  inconteftable 
authority ;  and  having  formerly,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  reading,  made 
fome  extracts  to  this  purpefe,  £ 
fent  for  the  collection.  And  now, 
armed  with  thefe  authorities,  1 
am  ready  to  anfwer  your  objec¬ 
tions. 

With  regard  to  the  force  of  the 
military  engines  of  the  ancients,  I 
lhall  not  infill  on  the  authority  of 
the  poets,  who  reprefent  them  in 

tor. 

hool  at  Oxford, 
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Afferent  padages  to  have  been 
fa  dreadful.  You  would  have 
good  reafon  to  decline  fuch  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  i  myfelf  confiaer  the 
poets  as  the  <v  elites,  or  light-armed 
troops,  who  have  but  a  fmall 
Ihare  in  the  a&ion.  But  the  bed 
hidorians,  and  the  mod  refpebl- 
able  writers  among  the  ancients, 
exp  refs  ly  and  uniformly  confirm 
the  daughter  and  dedru&ion  which 
the  catapults  and  balijlaf  brought 
with  them.  Nor  can  any  think¬ 
ing  perfon  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  violence  of  machines  condruc- 
ted  to  annoy  troops  fo  well  pro¬ 
tected  by  defenfive  armour,  to 
batter  walls  founded  by  nations, 
who  built  them  to  lad  for 
ever.  The  effeds  of  their  ma¬ 
chines  were  fpoken  of  jud  in  the 
fame  terms  as  thofe  of  our  cannon 
are ;  and  the  fame  complaints 
were  made  at  the  invention  of 
them. 

Non  piu  la  gagliardia,  non  piii  l’ardire, 
Per  te  pub  in  campo  al  paragon  venire, 

fays  Ariodo,  repeating  what  was 
in  every  one’s  mouth  at  that  time. 
In  the  fame  manner  Archidamas, 
the  fon  of  Agefilaus,  on  feeing 
the  caiapulta  jud  arrived  from  Ita¬ 
ly,  exclaimed,  “  By  heaven!  it 
is  all  over  with  perfonal  valour.” 
The  truth  is,  that  thofe  machines 
made  a  mod  dreadful  havock,  and 
went  cd  with  a  mod  terrible  ex- 
piofion,  oftener,  and  with  more 
certainty  or  hitting  their  object, 
than  the  Ihots  of  our  artillery. 
-The  fame  may  be  obferved  with 
regard  to  the  fuperiority  of  the 
crofs-bow  over  the  arquebufe  :  for 
which  reafon  M.  D,  Langeay  was 
of  opinion,  that  we  Ihould  dill 
retain  the  crofs-bow,  an  arm  that 


was  not  entirely  out  of  ufe  in  the 
fifteenth  century. 

Thefe  machines  threw  to  a  con* 
fiderable  didance  dones  of  an  in¬ 
credible  weight,  infinitely  beyond 
that  of  the  balls  even  of  the  Tur- 
kilh  artillery  :  the  only  refource 
they  had  to  deaden  their  violence, 
were  facks  of  wool,  which  are 
ufed  to  this  day  againd  the  can¬ 
non.  They  difmantled  the  large 
towers,  and  dedroyed.  the  merlons 
ol  the  walls ;  nay,  they  even  bat¬ 
tered  down  the  towers  themfelves, 
which  were  the  principal  defence 
of  cities.  Vegetius  fays  nothing 
could  withdand  them  ;  like  light¬ 
ning  they  carried  all  before  them  ; 
infomuch  that  there  have  been 
perlons,  well  Ikilled  in  the  art  of 
war,  who  were  for  re-edablilhing 
the  ufe  of  the  balifia ,  which  they 
thought  would  anfwer  the  fame 
dreadful  purpofe  as  the  cannon, 
and  be  at  the  lame  time  more  eafi- 
ly  condruCled  and  tranfported  from 
one  place  to  another.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Folard,  who  made 
experiments  on  fome  machines  in 
miniature,  after  the  model  of  the 
ancients ;  and  of  Count  Saxe,  as 
I  myfelf  heard  from  his  own 
mouth,  who  had  dedicated  the 
greated  part  of  a  life  crowned 
with  glory  to  the  dudy  of  his  pro- 
fedion. 

Do  you  think  I  have  diffidently 
proved  the  fird  part  of  my  thefis, 
to  fpeak  in  the  ufual  dyle ;  and, 
alter  what  you  have  heard,  would 
you  be  above  bowing  to  a  fhot 
from  a  catapulta  or  balijia  ?  With 
regard  to  the  fecond  part  of  my 
fubjed,  that  is,  the  ufe  which  the 
ancients  made  of  thefe  machines 
in  war,  we  are  informed  by  Mon- 
ticucculi,  a  man  who  was  no  lefs 

emi» 
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eminent  in  letters  than  in  arms, 
that  among  the  Spartans  and  Ma¬ 
cedonians,  the  machines  that  an¬ 
swered  to  our  artillery  were  dis¬ 
tributed  between  the  Several  divi¬ 
sions  oS  the  phalanx.  I  cannot, 
for  my  own  part,  recolleft  any 
other  example  of  this  kind,  but 
that  of  Maccanidas,  tyrant  of 
Sparta,  who,  when  marching  to¬ 
wards  Mantinea  againft  Philope- 
raen,  took  a  large  train  of  ma¬ 
chines  along  with  him;  which  in 
the  engagement  he  placed  in  the 
intervals  along  the  front  of  his 
army,  in  the  Same  manner  as  our 
field-pieces  are  diSpofed  of.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  Roman  ar¬ 
mies,  we  find  in  Vegetius,  that 
each  cohort  in  the  legion  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  an  onagrum ,  or  a  ba- 
lift  a  >  and  each  century  with  a 
carrobalfta ,  or  a  catapulta ,  as  our 
battalions  are  with  their  field- 
pieces.  The  carrobalfta  was  drawn 
by  mules  ;  and  eleven  men  were 
afflgned  to  load  and  point  it.  He 
informs  us,  that  it  was  not  only 
ufeful  in  defending  the  camp,  but 
alfo  in  annoying  the  enemy  in  the 
field.  Thefe  machines  were,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Same  author,  plac¬ 
ed  behind  the  heavy- armed  troops, 
over  whofe  heads  they  made  their 
discharge  upon  the  enemy :  their 
fituation  was  however  changed, 
when  circumftances  of  ground  and 
pofition  required  it.  They  were 
Sometimes  placed  on  an  eminence, 
whence  they  might  command  the 
country,  and  do  the  more  execu¬ 
tion,  as  was  done  in  the  battle 
between  Vitellius  and  Otho,  which 
decided  their  difpute  for  the  im¬ 
perial  throne.  On  other  occafions 
they  were  placed  in  redoubts,  on 
the  wings  of  the  army,  to  protect 
the  flanks  from  an  enemy  Superior 
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in  number;  of  which  Julius  Cae- 
Sar  afforded  an  inftance  in  Gaul. 
Having  taken  pofTeffion  of  a  gen¬ 
tle  eminence,  with  a  multitude  of 
Gauls  in  front,  who  might  eafily 
Surround  him,  he  caufed  trenches 
to  be  made  in  an  oblique  direc¬ 
tion  on  the  right  and  leSt  of  his 
army,  and  a  SortreSs  to  be  ere&ed, 
where  he  placed  the  machines: 
then,  his  flanks  being  Secured,  he 
offered  battle  to  the  Gauls,  who 
declined  it.  We  find  alfo  the 
machines  poked  on  the  flanks,  on 
two  riSing  grounds,  by  Arrian, 
and  part  of  them  behind  the  le¬ 
gions,  which  were  between  the 
two  riflng  grounds,  when  he  had 
to  defend,  againft  a  great  number 
of  the  Alani,  the  province  of  Cap¬ 
padocia,  to  the  government  of 
which  he  had  been  appointed  by 
Adrian.  The  catapult ee  and  bali- 
ft<£  were  thus  diSpofed  of,  in  the 
Same  manner  with  our  artillery, 
as  the  commander  judged  expe¬ 
dient,  or  as  the  Situation  required 
it  ;  and  particularly  in  thofe  parts 
whence  they  might  do  the  moft 
execution,  and  be  the  leafl  liable 
to  infult.  The  large  Hones  that 
were  discharged  by  them,  put  the 
enemy  in  diforder.  Swept  away 
whole  files  of  men,  and  wrought 
the  moil  dreadful  carnage  and  de- 
ftrudtion.  The  only  method  to 
prevent  their  terrible  effects,  was 
either  to  clofe  in,  and  not  give 
them  time  to  do  mifchief,  as  Phi- 
lopemen  did  with  Maccanidas,  or 
to  furround  and  cut  them  off : 
and,  as  we  now  often  hear  of  the 
enemy’s  cannon  being  taken  or 
fpiked,  fo  among  the  ancients  were 
fallies  frequently  made  to  cut  the 
ropes,  or  deflroy  the  fprings  of  the 
machines. 

Not  only  in  field  engagements, 

but 
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but  in  all  the  other  operations  of 
war,  ‘the  ancients  made  the  fame 
ofe  of  their  machines,;  as  we  do 
of  our  cannon.  With  them  they 
farmed  batteries,  to  impede  and 
deflroy  the  enemy’s  works,  and  to 
defend  their  own  j  fo  that  they 
might  be  laid  In  a  manner  to  can¬ 
nonade  one  another.  With  them 
they  battered  their  adverfaries  at  a 
diflance,  harraffed  their  watering 
and  foraging  parties,  and  reduced 
them  to  the  greatefl  mifery  and 
diArefs.  When  they  wanted  to  gain 
an  eminence  or  a  bank  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  they  fird  threw  a 
fkower  of  hones  from  their  flings, 
and  their  machines,  which,  when 
well  pointed,  carried  every  thing 
before  therm 

They'  batfered  likewife,  on  fome 
occasions,  the, enemy’s  camp  with 
their  machines,  as  vve  do  with  our 
cannon.  This  method  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  Pompeius  Sabinus  adopt¬ 
ed  again  (I  the  Thracians :  having 
furroiinded  them  wit4  an  entrench¬ 
ment,,  he  ereded  a  redoubt,  whence 
h&.  poured  upon  them  a  continual 
discharge  of  hones,  darts,  and 
Are. 

Nor  were  the  machines  unem¬ 
ployed  In  the  palling  of  rivers* 
On  the  bank  of  the  river  which 
was  to  be  trailed ,  they  raifed  bat¬ 
teries  '  of  catapults  and  balifoe, 
with  which  they  kept  the  enemy 
at  a  diflance,  whilft  they  were 
conitruding  the  bridge.  It  was 
in  this  manner  that  Germanicus 
croffed  the  Eder  ;  and  the  fame 
method  was  pradifed  by  Alex¬ 
ander  in  Thrace.  When  the  river 
was  large,  they  launched  veifels, 
on  which  they  built  towers,  and 
placed  the  machines  in  them,  to 
diforder  the  enemy  on  The  other 
iide,  who  was  alfo  provided  with 


machines  to  prevent  the  paflage. 
Or,  having  conftruded  part  of  the 
bridge,  they  raifed  a  tower  on  the 
mod  advanced  pier ;  and,  under 
cover  of  the  difcharge  of  iiones 
and  darts  from  it,  they  carried  on 
the  work  to  the  oppofite  bank.  I 
fhall  nbt  enlarge  on  the  methods 
they  took  of  defending  a  pals,  or 
covering  a  retreat  with  their  arch¬ 
ers,  or  light  artillery,  by  placing 
them  in  the  mod  advantageous 
poll tioils :  fuch  palfages  are  ob¬ 
vious  enough  in  the  ancient  au¬ 
thors. 

I  hope  now,  that  I  have  proved- 
to  your  fatisfadlion,  that  the  an¬ 
cients  made  the  very  fame  ufe  of 
their  machines  of  war,  as  we  do 
of  our  artillery.  If  we  find  them 
feldom  taken  notice  of-  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  field  -  engagements,  the 
reafon  is,  that  It  was  the  cudom 
with  them  to  draw  their  '{words, 
and  come  quickly  to  a  clofe  con¬ 
flict  :  and  if  this  was  the  practice 
in  our  armies,  the  artillery  would 
not  have  fo  eonfiderable  a  fhare,, 
as  it  has  at  prefent,  in  the  decifkm 
of  a  battle. 


On  the  Sieges  and  Naval  Armament s 
of  the  Ancients,  and  their  Resem¬ 
blance  to  thofe  of  the'  Moderns  ; 
from  the  fame* 

NEVER  could  fubfcribe  to 
the  univerfal  opinion,  that  the 
difcovery  of  gun  -  powder,  the 
compafs,  and  the  art  of  printing, 
have  produced  an  entire  change, 
and  that  for  the  better,  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  affairs.  The  compafs  in¬ 
deed  was  a  noble  invention.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  but  fociety  has 
derived  wonderful  benefits  from 
the  difcovery  of  an  inflrnment, 

which 
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which  in  the  darkell  atmofphere 
points  out  to  us  the  pole,  guides 
us  with  1'ecurity,  and  makes  us  in 
fome  meafure  mailers  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  ocean,  Jt  may  be 
called  the  very  foul  of  navigation. 
The  Cynofure  alone  would  never 
have  conducted  us  to  the  diicovery 
of  America  ;  and  we  have  caufe 
to  boali,  that  a  middling  pilot  in 
our  age  knows  more  than  in  the 
times  of  the  ancients  did  Near- 
chus,  the  admiral  of.  Alexander 
the  Great,  or  Hanno,  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  of  the  Carthaginians.  The 
art  of  printing  has  alfo  made  a 
great  alteration  in  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs,  by  rendering  that  common, 
which  formerly  was  a  luxury 
which  the  great  only  could  par¬ 
take  of.  But  are  we  to  conclude, 
that  letters  have  received  any 
augmentation  from  an  art  that  is 
fo  productive  of  literary  abortions, 
and  by  which  are  multiplied  the 
means  of  propagating  falfe  fcience, 
which  is  far  worfe  than  ignorance 
itfelf?  Again,  dees  it  appear, 
that  the  invention  of  gun-powder 
lias  introduced  any  -  univerfal 
changes  in  the  military  fyftem  ? 
Our  armies  march  at  prefent  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  with  the 
fame  precautions,  as  thofe  of  the 
ancients  ;  our  orders  of  battle  are 
the  fame  ;  we  put  in  practice  the 
fame  flratagems  ;  and  we  encamp, 
or  at  leak  we  Ihould  encamp,  as 
they  did.  Nothing  is  changed  in 
the  fundamental  principles  of  war. 
But  in  the  place  of  the  catapults 
and  the  balijia:  our  cannon  and  our 
mortars,  and  all  is  parallel. 

It  gives  me  pleafure  to  find  that 
your  idea  fo  nearly  coin  ides  with 
mine.  With  regard  to  the  field 
operations,  whi  :h  form  the  moll 
coniiderable  branch  of  war,  you 


have  no  longer  any  doubts  re¬ 
maining.  But  you  are  not  fo 
clear  on  what  relates  to  naval  ope¬ 
rations  and  fieges,  on  which  you 
defire  my  opinion.  I  know  noc 
whether  I  fhall  be  able  to  find, 
among  my  little  collection  of 
notes,  wherewithal  to  latisfy  you 
fully  in  this  particular.  To  be¬ 

gin  with  fieges :  however  imper¬ 
ially  it  may  be  thought,  that  the 
invention  of  artillery  has  entirely 
changed  the  nature  of  them  ;  yet 
it  will  be  found,  by  thofe  who 
confider  the  matter  attentively, 

that  the  fundamental  modes  of  the 
attack  and  defence  of  places  are 
the  very  fame  at  this  day  as  they 
were  in  the  times  of  the  ancients. 
The  towers,  with  which  they 

flanked  the  curtain,  jutted  out 

jull  like  our  baftions,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  doCtrine  of  Vitru¬ 
vius,  fhould  be  at  the  diftance  of 
a  bovv-fhot  from  each  other  :  this 
correiponds  with  our  line  of  de¬ 
fence,  which  is  to  be  equal  to 
the  range  of  a  mufket-fhot,  Per¬ 
haps  we  fhall  not  find  any  great 
difference  between  thefe  two  dif- 
tances  ;  for  we  are  informed,  by 
a  pafiage  in  Vegetius,  that  the 
arrows  carried  to  the  dillance  of 
fix  hundred  feet,  which  is  about 
the  range  of  a  point-blank  fhot 
from  a  fire-lock.  They  alfo  made 
projeCtures  in  their  walls,  to  flank 
the  afiailants  ;  and  the  ffreets 
leading  to  the  gates  were  not  in 
a  direCt  line,  but  crooked.  They 
were  not  without  ditches,  to 
keep  the  enemy  at  a  diftance  ; 
nor  terre-plains,  nor  efplanades, 
in  the  defences,  to  flop  the  ene¬ 
my,  in  cafe  he  had  got  pofieffion 
of  any  part  of  the  rampart  :  and 
they  diredled,  agreeable  to  the 
precepts  of  the  belt  modern  engi¬ 
neers. 
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jieers*  that  the  works,  and  the 
places  of  arms,  fhould  be  made 
large  and  fjpacious,  that  there 
might  be  roorii  for  whole  cohorts 
to  draw  np  in  them.  Such  was  in 
fubilance  their  fyftem  of  defence. 
Their  mode  of  attack  was  alfo  ex¬ 
tremely  fimilar  to  ours.  When 
they  pitched  their  camp  before  a 
town,  they  took  care  to  fortify  it  as 
well  from  thole  within,  as  from  thofe 
who  might  come  from  without* 
to  fuccour  the  befieged  $  in  which 
they  ftiewed  wonderful  ingenuity. 
The  wells,  which  were  ufed  at 

the  fiege  of  Philipfburg,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  lines,  and  the  wolf-traps 
that  were  made  at  the  blockade  of 
Prague,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
were  but  fight  imitations  of  what 
was  contrived  in  the  like  circum- 
ftances  by  the  ancients.  They 

carried  on  their  approaches  as 

much  as  pofible  under  cover. 
Some  will  have  it,  that  they  were 
carried  on  by  trenches,  juft  as 

they  are  at  prefent ;  others  deny 
it :  but  they  certainly  fecured  the 
communication  between  the  camp 
and  the  front  of  the  attack  with  a 
fpecies  of  french.  The  befiegers 
undermined  the  walls  of  the  for- 
trefles,  and  the  befeged  like  wife 
dug  mines  under  the  works  of  the 
befegers ;  in  which  fharp  conflicts 
often  took  place  between  the  mi¬ 
ners,  who  did  all  they  could,  with 
fumigations  and  fires,  to  deftroy 
one  another.  The  aflault  was 
ulually  carried  on  under  cover  of 
a  heavy  difcharge  from  the  ma¬ 
chines,  and  from  the  « velites ,  who 
fwept  off  with  their  ftones  and  ar¬ 
rows  all  who  ventured  to  ftiew 
themfelves  upon  the  walls ;  and 
fallies  were  likewife  made  in  the 
fame  manner  by  the  befieged,  to 
■drive  the  enemy  from  the  ap¬ 


proaches.  Batteries  of  haliftd 
were  conftruCted,  with  which  they 
difmounted  the  machines  of  the 
enemy,  and  made  breaches  in  the 
walls,  when  at  a  diftance  ;  as  they 
did,  when  clofe,  with  the  batter¬ 
ing-rams  :  and  I  mentioned  in 
my  laft,  that  thefe  machines  had 
force  enough  to  difmantle  the 
walls,  and  even  to  level  the  tow¬ 
ers,  in  which  the  principal  ftrength 
of  the  fortreftes  confifted.  Re- 
gulus  had  baliftce  in  his  army* 
even  fo  far  back  as  the  firft  Punic; 
war.  Vefpafian  had  a  prodigious 
number  at  the  fiege  of  Jotapata  j 
and  it  was  with  thefe  machines 
that  Fompey  battered  the  Temple 
of  Jerufalem,  which  for  folidity 
was  not  inferior  to  the  ftrongeft 
citadel.  No  wonder  then,  that 
the  learned,  after  confidering  the  / 
mode  of  attacking  and  defending 
places  in  paft  ages,  ftiould  not 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  hurried 
away  with  the  current,  and  ftiould 
judge,  that  in  this  branch  of  the 
art  of  war,  there  is  little  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  ancient  and  the 
modern  practice.  Count  Leonar¬ 
do,  a  man  eminent  for  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  military  architecture,  af- 
ferted,  that  the  whole  of  a  Forti¬ 
fication,  confifting  in  the  curtain, 
the  flank,  the  ditch,  the  covert¬ 
way,  the  places  of  arms,  and  the 
batteries,  no  one,  that  underftood 
any  thing  of  modern  fortification, 
would  hold  cheap  the  maxims  of 
Vitruvius.  And  the  famous  Duke 
of  Rohan  affirms,  that,  though  the 
invention  of  artillery  may  have 
-produced  a  few  changes  in  military 
architecture,  yet  the  principles  of 
attack  and  defence  are  at  this  day 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  ancient 
times ;  and  that  the  fiege  of  Ale¬ 
xia  is  the  exaCt  counterpart  of  the 

cele« 
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Celebrated  lieges  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  Marquis  of  Spinola, 
and  the  Duke  of  Parma. 

Now,  if  we  pafs  from  a  review 
of  the  military,  to  that  of  the  na¬ 
val,  armaments  of  the  ancients, 
we  fliall  find  them  more  conform¬ 
able  than  is  commonly  imagined 
to  thofe  of  the  prefent  age.  Their 
fhips  of  war  had  the  appearance  of 
fortrefies,  as  well  as  ours  ;  and 
that  not  from  their  immenfe  bulk 
alone,  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
arms  with  which  they  were  fur- 
nilhed,  which  might  be  called 
great  and  fmall  artillery.  We 
read  in  Diodorus  Siculus,  that 
Demetrius  Poliorcetes  had  on  the 
prows  of  his  veflels  catapult#,  that 
carried  to  a  prodigious  difiance, 
which  correfpond  with  our  bow- 
chafes.  On  the  firft-rate  fhips 
the  ancients  ereded  towers  and 
caftles  ;  as  proof  of  which  we  have 
the 

Ibis  Liburnis  inter  alta  navium 
Amice,  propugnacula 

of  Horace  ;  and  the 

Tanta  mole  viri  lurritis  puppibus  infiant 

of  Virgil  ;  and  Florus  tells  us, 
fpeaking  of  thofe  very  fhips  of 
Mark  Anthony,  that  they  refem- 
bled  fo  many  floating  caftles  ;  that 
the  wind  could  not  move  them 
without  labour ;  and  that  they 
made  the  fea  groan  under  their 
weight.  Thefe  expreftions  might 
be  applied  with  great  propriety  to 
that  famous  fhip  of  two  hundred 
guns,  called  the  Charante ,  which 
was  built  by  Lewis  the  Twelfth, 
or  the  Anna ,  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  large  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  I  have  myfelf  feen  in  the 
port  of  Cronftat,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Neva,  in  the  Baltic  fea.  From 


the  machines  mounted  in  thefe 
towers  and  caftles  they  difeharged 
ftones,  darts,  and  other  miftile 
weapons,  as  we  are  informed  by 
V  egetius ;  and  likewife  red-hot 
arrows,  prepared  with  oil,  ful- 
phur,  and  other  combufti'ble  ma¬ 
terials,  to  fire  the  enemy’s  fhips, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  at  fleges. 
Their  machines  were  of  great  fer- 
vice  in  the  difembarking  of  troops  ; 
which  was  effeded  under  cover  of 
their  difeharge,  like  that  of  fo 
many  batteries  of  cannon.  It  was 
thus  that  Caefar  landed  on  the 
Britifh  fhore.  Bringing  his  fhips 
of  war  clofe  to  the  land,  he  kept 
fo  continual  and  heavy  a  difeharge 
upon  the  Britons,  as  to  difiodge 
them,  whilft  the  troops  landed 
from  the  tranfports  ;  by  which 
means,  the  Romans  made  good 
their  defeent  on  that  ifiand,  which 
coft  them  afterwards  fo  much  la¬ 
bour  to  fubdue. 

Diodorus  Siculus  (peaks  of  vef- 
fels  armed,  as  one  might  call  it, 
with  artillery  at  the  fiege  of  Tyre,, 
and  at  that  of  Rhodes,  which  was 
conduded  by  Demetrius  Poliorce¬ 
tes,  the  moft  memorable  fiege 
perhaps  of  all  antiquity,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  various  contrivances 
in  engineering  put  in  practice  by 
that  ingenious  prince. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  wild¬ 
fires  of  the  Greeks,  which  were 
thrown  by  means  of  pipes  or  pots 
upon  the  fhips  of  the  enemy  ;  an 
invention  of  the  lower  empire ; 
but  the  fire-fhips  we  fhall  find  to 
have  been  a  very  early  invention. 
Their  hold  was  filled  with  tow, 
pitch  and  rofin  ;  and  being  fet  fire 
to,  they  were  carried  by  the  wind 
into  the  midft  of  the  enemy’s  fleet. 
It  is  fuppofed  they  were  originally 
made  ufe  of  at  Tyre  to  deftroy 

the 
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the  immenfe  dyke  which  Alexan¬ 
der  threw  acrol's  the  harbour,  in 
order  to  cut  oft'  that  city  from  ail 
communication  with  the  fea  ;  but 
I  find  Thucydides  takes  notice  of 
thefe  fire-drips  in  his  hi  dory  of  the 
Feloponnefian  war,  which  hap¬ 
pened  long  before  the  fiege  of 
Tyre.  And  you  may  find  a  re¬ 
markable  inftance  of  their  efte&s 
in  the  Commentaries  of  Julius 
Csefar,  where  he  relates,  that  a 
great  part  of  his  fleet  was  deltroy- 
ed  by  them  in  the  Sicilian  feas. 

But  notwithstanding  all  thefe 
fires,  and  thefe  machines,  the  an¬ 
cients  did  -not  Hand  to  engage, 
and,  as  it  were,  to  cannonade  one 
another  at  a  didance.  As  in  their 
battles  on  fliore>  after  the  firft  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  machines,  and  that 
iron  fliower  of  darts,  which  dark¬ 
en  the  air,  as  Vigil  exprefles  it, 
they  came  to  clofe  action,  hand 
to  hand ;  fo  did  they  like  wife  a£t 
in  their  naval  engagements.  Plu¬ 
tarch  relates,  that  in  the  battle  of 
Aftium,  the  large  {hips  of  Mark 
Anthony  being  furrounded  by  the 
fmaller  and  lighter  Liburnian  vef- 
fels  of  Auguftus,  the  combat  had 
the  appearance  of  an  aflault  upon 
fo  many  caftl.es.  They  uftially 
endeavoured  to  fink  one  another, 
the  Greeks  in  particular,  by  board¬ 
ing  with  the  r  oft  rum ,  or  beak, 
with  which  the  lhips  prows  were 
fortified.  You  remember  -that 
Duiliius,  the,  firft  naval  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Romans,  who  ob¬ 
tained  the  roftral  crown  by  his 
victory  at  Mylum,  firft  thought  of 
ere&ing  on  the  prow  of  his  {hips 
the  crow,  or  drawbridge ;  of 
which  Polybius  has  given  a  mi¬ 
nute  defcriptiori.  As  foon  as  they 
had  approached  near  enough,  they 
let  fail  the  draw-bridge  on  the 
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bow  or  fide  of  the  enemy’s  fttip/. 
which  it  grappled  with  a  kind  of 
iron  claw,  that  was  fixed  to  the 
extremity  of  it.  Thus  they  beard¬ 
ed  the  enemy  ;  and  the  foldiers 
having  filed  over  the  draw-bridge, 
the  iea-fight  became  the  fame 
with  an  engagement  on  ftiorei 
Without  this  contrivance  the  Ro¬ 
mans  would  never  have  fucceeded 
in  their,  firft  battle  at  fea  with  the 
Carthaginians,  a  people  fo  expert 
in  maritime  affairs ;  and  this  me¬ 
thod  of  fighting  they  ftill  retain¬ 
ed,  after  they  had  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  naval  operations. 
Their  hiftoriahs  often  fpeak  of 
their  marine  legions,  Befides, 
Vegetius  exprefsly  informs  us, 
that  the  common  pradiqe  was  to 
let  down  the  draw-bridges,  board 
the  enemy,  and  engage  hand  to 
hand.  This  was  indeed,  on  all 
occafions,  the  favourite  method  of 
the  ancients,  as  that  by  which 
every  blow  has  its  efl'edl,  and 
which  gives  the  fulled  fcope  to 
perfonal  valour.  Thus,  even  at 
fieges,  the  intention  of  all  the 
works  carried  on  by  the  aflailants, 
was  to  bring  them  clofer  to  the 
befieged.  And  the  Spartans,  who' 
placed  their  whole  ftudy  in  war, 
in  which  they  went  beyond  all  the 
other  dates  of  Greece,  thought 
their  own  arms  the  fureft  defence,- 
their  own  breads  the  Pronged: 
ramparts  of  their  city. 

But,  to  conclude  at  once  this 
long  harangue,  might  we  not 
venture  to  wager,  that  if  thofe 
brave  Greeks  and  Romans  were  to 
return  into  the  world,  they  would 
not  make  any  alteratioh,  in  fpite 
of  the  cannon,  in  their  manner  of 
fighting  ?  Confidering  the  fyftem 
of  war  as  a  machine,  we  may  af- 
fert,  that  the  moderns  have  not 

added 
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added  a  fingle  wheel  or  pulley  to 
what  was  confiru&ed  and  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  ancients.  All  that  can 
be  faid  is,  that  one  fpring  of  the 
machine  has  acquired  a  greater 
degree  of  force  and  activity  than 
it  had  formerly,  i  mean  the  fire¬ 
arms,  which  carry  farther  than 
the  machines  of  the  ancients.  The 
expanfion  of  air,  caufed  by  the 
burning  of  gun-powder,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  greater  force  to  drive  a 
ball  from  the  barrel  of  a  cannon, 
than  the  elailicity  of  the  fiender 


145 

firings,  which  they  made  ufe  of, 
had  to  drive  a  ftone  from  the  ball- 
fia.  But  what  efiential  difference 
does  it  make,  that  one  arm  is  con¬ 
trived  to  ftrike  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance  ?  No  man  ever  took  it  into 
his  head  to  imagine,  th3t  the 
principles  of  war  in  modern  times 
are  changed  from  chofe  of  the  an¬ 
cient,  becaufe  the  fight  of  the  en¬ 
gineer,  the  admiral,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral,  has  been  fo  much  improved, 
and  carried  fo  much  farther,  by  the 
invention  of  the  telefcope. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


A  Difcourfe  delivered  to  the  Stu~ 
dents  of  the  Royal  Academy ,  on 
the  Dijlribution  of  the  Prizes, 
December  lo,  1782,  by  the  Prefix 
dent . 

Gentlemen, 

HE  higheft  ambition  of  every 
artift  is  to  be  thought  a  man 
of  genius.  As  long  as  this  flatter¬ 
ing  quality  is  joined  to  his  name, 
he  can  bear  with  patience  the  im¬ 
putation  of  carelefihefs,  incorred- 
iiefs,  or  defeats  of  whatever  kind. 

So  far  indeed  is  the  prefence  of 
genius  from  implying  an  abfence 
of  faults,  that  they  are  confldered 
by  many  as  inseparable  compa¬ 
nions.  Some  go  fuch  lengths  as 
to  take  indications  from  them,  and 
not  only  excufe  faults  on  account 
of  genius,  but  they  prefume  ge¬ 
nius  from  the  exigence  of  certain 
faults. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  work 
may  juftiy  claim  the  chara&er  of 
genius  though  full  of  errors  ;  and 
it  is  equally  true,  that  it  may  be 
faultlefs,  and  yet  not  exhibit  the 
leait  fpark  of  genius.  This 'natu¬ 
rally  fuggefts  an  enquiry,  a  deflre 
at  leaft  of  enquiring,  what  quali¬ 
ties  of  a  work  and  of  a  workman 
may  j  uflly  in  title  a  painter  to  that 
character  ? 


I  have  in  a  former  difcourfe  *  en¬ 
deavoured  to  imprefs  you  with  a 
fixed  opinion,  that  a  comprehen- 
ftve  and  critical  knowledge  of  the 
works  of  nature  is  the  only  fource 
of  beauty  and  grandeur.  But 
when  we  fpeak  to  painters,  we 
mufl:  always  confider  this  rule,  and 
all  rules,  with  a  reference  to  the 
mechanical  pradlice  of  their  own 
particular  art.  It  is  not  properly 
in  the  learning,  the  tafte,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  ideas,  that  genius 
appears  as  belonging  to  a  painter. 
There  is  a  genius  particular  and 
appropriated  in  his  own  trade,  (as 
I  may  call  it)  dilHnguifhed  from 
all  others.  For  that  power,  which 
enables  the  artift  to  conceive  his 
fubjeft  with  dignity,  may  be  faid 
to  belong  to  general  education  5 
and  is  as  much  the  genius  of  a 
poet,  or  the  profeffor  of  any  other 
liberal  art,  or  even  of  a  good 
critic  in  any  of  thofe  arts,  as  of  a 
painter.  Whatever  fublime  ideas, 
may  fill  his  mind,  he  is  a  painter 
only  as  he  can  put  in  pra&ice  what 
he  knows,  and  communicate  thofe 
ideas  by  vifible  reprefentation. 

If  my  expreflion  can  convey  my 
idea,  I  wifh  to  diftinguifh  excel¬ 
lence  of  this  kind  by  calling  it  the 
genius  of  mechanical  performance. 
This  genius  conlifts,  I  conceive* 
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in  the  power  of  exprefling  that 
which  employs  your  pencil,  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be,  as  a  whole  ;  fo  as 
that  the  general  effeCt  and  power 
of  the  whole  may  take  pofleffmn  of 
the  mind,  and  lor  a  while  fufpend 
the  confideration  of  the  fubordi- 
nate  and  particular  beauties  or 
defeCb. 

The  advantage  of  this  method 
of  confidering  objects,  is  what  I 
wifli  now  more  particularly  to  en¬ 
force.  At  the  fame  time  I  do  not 
forget,  that  a  painter  mull:  have 
the  power  of  contracting  as  well 
as  dilating  his  fight ;  becaufe,  he 
that  does  not  at  all  exprefs  parti¬ 
culars,  exprelfes  nothing;  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  a  nice  difcrimination 
of  minute  circumftances,  and  a 
punctilious  delineation  of  them, 
whatever  excellence  it  may  have, 
(and  I  do  not  mean  to  detraCt  from 
it)  never  did  confer  on  the  artid 
the  character  of  genius. 

Befides  thofe  minute  differences 
in  things  which  are  frequently  not 
obferved  at  all,  and  when  they  are 
make  little  impreffion,  there  are 
in  all  confiderable  objects  great 
charaCteriftic  diftinCtions,  which 
prefs  drongly  on  the  fenies,  and 
therefore  fix  the  imagination. 

Thefe  are  by  no  means,  as  fome 
people  think,  an  aggregate  of  all 
the  fmall  difcritninating  particu¬ 
lars;  nor  will  fuch  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  particulars  ever  exprefs 
them.  Thefe  anfwer  to  what  I 
have  heard  great  lawyers  call  the 
leading  points  in  a  cafe,  or  the 
leading  cafes  relative  to  theie 
points. 

The  detail  of  particulars,  which 
does  not  afiid  the  expredion  of  the 
main  charaCteriftic,  is  worle  than 
ufelefs,  it  is  mifchievous,  as  it 
diffipatcs  the  attention,  and  draws 


it  from  the  principal  point.  It 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  im- 
prelnon  which  is  left  on  our  mind, 
even  of  things  which  are  familiar 
to  us,  is  feldom  more  than  their 
general  effeCt;  beyond  which  we 
do  not  look  in  recognifmg  fuchi 
objeCIs. 

To  exprefs  this  in  painting,  is 
to  exprefs  what  is  congenial  and 
natural  to  the  mind  of  man,  and 
what  gives  him  by  reflection  his 
own  mode  of  conceiving.  The 
other  prefuppofes  nicety  and  re~ 
fearch ,  which  are  only  the  budnefs 
of  the  curious  and  attentive,  and 
therefore  does  not  fpeak  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  fenfe  of  the  whole  fpecies  ; 
in  which  common,  and,  as  I  may 
fo  call  it,  mother  tongue,  every 
thing  grand  and  comprehenfive 
mud  be  uttered. 

I  do  not  mean  to  prefcribe  what 
degree  of  attention  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  minute  parts ;  this  it 
is  hard  to  fettle.  We  are  fure 
that  it  is  exprefling  the  general 
effeCt  of  the  whole  which  can  give 
to  objeCts  their  true  and  touching 
character ;  and  wherever  this  is 
obferved,  whatever  is  negleCted, 
we  acknowledge  the  hand  of  a 
mafler.  We  may  even  go  farther 
and  obferve,  that  when  the  gene¬ 
ral  effeCt  only  is  prefen  ted  to  us  by 
a  fkilful  hand,  it  appears  to  ex¬ 
prefs  that  objeCt  in  a  more  lively 
manner  than  the  minuted  refem- 
blance  would  do. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  lead  to 
very  deep  quedions,  which  I  do 
not  mean  here  to  d.ifcufs  ;  among 
others,  it  may  lead  to  an  enquiry. 
Why  we  are  not  always  pleafed 
with  the  mod  abfolute  poflible  re- 
fem blance  of  an  imitation  to  its 
original  objeCt?  Cafes  may  exid 
in  which  fuch  a  refemblancs  may 
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be  even  d» (agreeable.  I  (hall  only 
obferve,  that  the  effedl  of  figures 
in  wax-work,  though  certainly  a 
Snore  ex  a  61  reprefen  tation  than  can 
be  given  by  painting  or  fculpture, 
is  a  fufficier.t  proof  that  the  plea- 
iure  we  receive  from  imitation  is 
not  increafed  merely  in  proportion 
as  it  approaches  to  minute  and  de¬ 
tailed  reality  ;  we  are  pleaded,  on 
the  contrary,  by  feeing  ends  an¬ 
swered  by  feeming  inadequate 
means. 

To  exprefs  protuberance  by  ac¬ 
tual  relief,  to  exprefs  the  foftnefs 
ed  flefii  by  the  iofenefs  of  wax, 
Rems  rede  and  inartificial,  and 
creates  no  grateful  furprife.  But 
to  exprefs  difiances  on  a  plain  fur- 
lace,  foftnefs  by  hard  bodies,  and 
particular  colouring  by  materials 
which  are  not  fmgiy  of  that  colour, 
produces  that  magic  which  is  the 
pride  and  triumph  of  art. 

Carry  this  principle  a  fiep  fur¬ 
ther.  Suppofe  the  effedt  of  imita¬ 
tion  to  be  fully  eompaffed  by  means 
fiiil  more  inadequate  ;  let  the  power 
of  a  few  well-  chofen  ftrokes,  which 
iuperfede  labour  by  judgment  and 
direction,  produce  a  complete  im- 
prefiion  of  all  that  the  mind  de¬ 
mands  in  an  object  ;  we  are  charm¬ 
ed  with  fuch  an  unexpected  happi- 
nefs,  and  begin  to  be  tired  with  the 
luperfiuous  diligence,  which  in 
vain  folicits  an  appetite  already 
fatiated. 

The  properties  of  all  objects, 
as  far  as  a  painter  is  concerned 
with  them,  are,  the  outline  or 
drawing,  the  colour,  and  the  light 
and  (Iiade.  The  drawing  gives 
the  form,  the  colour  its  vifible 
quality,  and  the  light  and  (hade 
its  folidity. 

Excellence  in  any  one  of  thefe 
pans  <*f  ait  will  never  be  acquired 


by  an  artifi,  unlefs  he  has  the  ha* 
bit  of  looking  upon  objects  at 
large,  and  obferving  the  effedt 
which  they  have  on  the  eye  when 
it  is  dilated,  and  employed  upon 
the  whole,  without  feeing  any  one 
of  the  parts  diftindly.  It  is  by 
this  that,  we  obtain  the  ruling  cha- 
radterifiic,  and  that  we  learn  to 
imitate  it  by  fhort  and  dexterous 
methods.  I  do  not  mean  by  dex¬ 
terity  a  trick  or  mechanical  habit, 
formed  by  guefs,  and  efiablilhed 
by  cullotn  ;  but  that  fcience, 
which,  by  a  profound  knowledge 
of  ends  and  means,  etifeovers  the 
iliortefi  and  furefi;  way  to  its  own 
purpofe. 

if  we  examine  with  a  critical 
view  the  manner  of  thofe  artifis 
whom  we  confider  as  patterns,  we 
(hall  find  that  their  great  fame 
does  not  proceed  from  their  works 
being  more  highly  finifhed,  or 
from  a  more  minute  attention  to 
details,  but  from  that  enlarged 
comprehension,  which  fees  the 
whole  objefct  at  once,  and  that 
energy  of  art  which  gives  its  cha- 
rafferifiic  effect  by  adequate  ex- 
predion. 

Raffaelle  and  Titian  are  two 
names  which  (land  the  higheft  in 
our  art;  one  for  drawing,  the 
other  for  painting.  The  mofi  con- 
fiderable  and  the  mofi  efieemed 
works  of  Raffaelle  are  the  cartoons, 
and  his  frefco  works  in  the  Va¬ 
tican  ;  thofe,  as  we  all  know,  are 
far  from  being  minutely  finifhed  ; 
his  principal  care  and  attention 
leems  to  be  fixed  upon  the  adjuft- 
ment  of  the  whole,  whether  it  was 
the  general  com pofition,  or  the 
compofition  of  each  individual  fi¬ 
gure;  for  every  figure  may  be  faid 
to  be  a  leffer  whole,  though  in 
regard  to  the  general  work  to 
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which  it  belongs,  it  is  but  a  part  ; 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  head, 
of  the  hands,  or  feet.  Though 
he  poffeffed  this  art  of  feeing  and 
comprehending  tfye  whole,  as  far 
as  form  is  concerned,  he  did  not 
exert  the  fame  faculty  in  regard 
to  the  general  effedt,  which  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  eye  by  colour,  and 
light,  and  ftiade.  Of  this  the 
deficiency  of  his  oil  pictures,  where 
this  excellence  is  more  expe&ed 
than  in  frefco,  is  a  fufficient 
proof. 

It  is  to  Titian  we  mull  turn  our 
eyes  to  find  excellence  with  regard 
to  colour,  and  light  and  lhade,  in 
the  higheft  degree.  He  was  both 
the  fir  ft  and  the  greateft  mgfter  of 
this  art.  By  a  few  ftrokes  he 
knew  hovv  to  mark  the  general 
image  and  character  of  whatever 
objedt  he  attempted,  and  produced, 
by  this  alone,  a  truer  reprefenta- 
tion  than  his  mailer  Giam,  Bel  1  i - 
no,  or  any  of  his  predeceft'ors, 
who  finifhed  every  hair.  His 
great  care  was  to  exprefs  the  ge¬ 
neral  colour,  to  preferve  the  makes 
of  light  and  made,  and  to  give  by 
oppolition  the  idea  of  that  folidity 
which  is  infeparable  from  natural 
objedts.  When  thofe  are  preferved, 
though  with  nothing  more,  the 
work  will  have  in  a  proper  place  its 
compleat  effect;  but  where  any 
of  thefe  are  wanting,  however  mi¬ 
nutely  laboured  the  pidture  may 
be  in  the  detail,  the  whole  will 
have  a  falfe,  and  even  an  un- 
finilhed  appearance,  at  whatever 
diltance,  or  in  whatever  light,  it 
can  be  fhevvn. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attend  to  the  va¬ 
riation  of  tints,  if,  in  that  atten¬ 
tion,  the  general  hue  of  flelh  is 
loft  ;  or  to  finilh  ever  fo  minutely 
the  parts,  if  the  maffes  aie  not 


obferved,  or  the  whole  not  well 
put  together. 

Vafari  feems  to  have  no  great 
difpolition  to  favour  the  Venetian 
painters,  yet  he  every  where  juftly 
commends  il  ?nodo  di  fare,  la  ma- 
niere ,  la  hella  pratica  ;  that  is,  the 
admirable  manner  and  practice  of 
that  fchool.  On  Titian,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  he  beftows  the  epithets  of 
giudiciofo  hello ,  e  Jlupendo. 

This  manner  was  then  r.ew  to 
the  world,  but  that  unfhaken  truth 
on  which  it  is  founded,  has  fixed 
it  as  a  model  to  all  facceeding 
painters;  and  thofe  who  will  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  artifice,  will  find  ic 
to  confift  in  the  power  of  gene- 
raliiing,  and  in  the  fhortnefs  and 
fimplicity  of  the  means. 

Many  artifts,  as  Vafari  Iikewiie 
obferves,  have  ignorantly  imagined 
they  are  imitating  the  manner  of 
Titian  when  they  leave  thtir  co¬ 
lours  rough  and  negledl  the  de¬ 
tail  ;  but,  not  poffeiiing  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  he  wrought,  they 
have  produced  what  he  calls  gtfft 
pittu>  e,  abfurd  foolifh  pictures  5 
for  fuch  will  always  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  affe&ing  dexterity  wit'h- 
out  fcience,  without  feledtion,  and 
without  fixed  principles. 

RafFaelle  and  Titian  Itemed  to 
look  at  nature  for  different  pur- 
pofes  ;  they  both  had  the  power  of 
extending  their  view  to  the  whole  ; 
but  one  looked  only  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  effect  as  produced  by  form,  the 
other  as  by  colour.  ' 

We  cannot  entirely  refufe  to 
Titian  the  merit  of  attending  to 
the  general  form  of  his  object,  as 
well  as  colour  ;  but  his  deficiency 
lay,  a  deficiency  at  leaft  when  he 
is  compared  with  RafFaelle,  in  not 
poffeffing  the  power,  like  him,  of 
correcting  the  form  of  his  model 
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by  any  general  idea  of  beauty  in. 
his  own  mind.  Of  this  his  St. 
Sebartian  is  a  particular  inllance. 
This  figure  appears  to  be  a  moll 
exaft  reprefen  ration  both  of  the 
form  and  of  the  colour  of  the 
model,  which  he  then  happened 
to  have  before  him  ;  it  has  all  the 
force  of  nature,  and  the  colour  is 
fiefii  itfeif j  but,  unluckily,  the 
model  was  of  a  bad  form,  efpeci- 
s.1  !y  the  legs.  Titian  has  with  as 
much  care  preferved  thefe  defeats, 
as  he  has  imitated  the  beauty  and 
brilliancy  of  the  colouring.  In 
bis  colouring  he  was  large  and 
general,  as  in  his  defig n  he  was 
minute  and  partial ;  in  the  one  he 
was  a  genius,  in  the  other  not 
much  above  a  copier.  I  do  not, 
however,  fpeak  now  of  all  his 
pictures ;  inilances  enough  may 
be  produced  in  his  works,  where 
thole  obfervations  on  his  defeats 
could  not  with  any  propriety  be 
applied  ;  but  it  is  in  the  manner , 
or  language,  as  it  may  be  called, 
in  which  Titian,  and  others  of 
tnat  fchool,  exprefs  themfelves, 
that  their  chief  excellence  lies. 

1  his  manner  is  in  reality,  in 
painting,  what  language  is  in 
poetry ;  we  are  all  fenffble  how 
differently  (he  imagination  is  af- 
fedted  by  the  fame  fentiment  ex- 
preifed  in  different  words,  and 
how  mean  or  how  grand  the  fame 
objedt  appears  when  prefemed  to 
bs  by  different  painters.  Whether 
it  is  the  human  figure,  an  animal, 
or  even  inanimate  objedls,  there 
is  nothing,  however  unpromifing 
in  appearance,  but  what  may  be 
railed  into  dignity,  convey  fenti- 
and  produce  emotion,  in 
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the  hands  of  a  painter  of  genius* 
What  was  faid  of  Virgil,  that  he 
threw  even  the  dung  about  the 
ground  with  an  air  of  dignity, 
may  be  applied  to  Titian.  What¬ 
ever  he  touched,  however  natu¬ 
rally  mean  and  habitually  fami¬ 
liar,  by  a  kind  of  magic  he  in¬ 
verted  with  grandeur  and  im~ 
portance. 

I  murt  here  obferve,  that  I  am 
not  recommending  a  negleft  of  the 
detail  ;  indeed  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impartible,  to  p re¬ 
fer  i  be  certain  bounds,  and  tell 
how  far,  or  when  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  or  neglected  ;  much  murt, 
at  laff,  be  left  to  the  tarte  and 
judgment  of  the  artirt.  I  am  well 
aware  how  a  judicious  detail  will 
fometimes  give  the  force  of  truth 
to  the  work,  and  confequently  in- 
tereft  the  fpe&ator  *.  1  only  wiih 

to  imprefs  on  your  minds  the  true 
dirtinclion  between  effential  and 
fubordinate  powers,  and  fhew  what 
qualities  in  the  art  claim  your 
chief  attention,  and  what  may, 
with  the  leaft  injury  to  your  repu¬ 
tation,  be  neglected  ;  fomething, 
perhaps,  always  murt  be  negle&ed  ; 
the  leffer  ought  then  to  give  way 
to  the  greater,  and  ffnee  every 
work  can  have  but  a  limited  time 
allotted  to  it,  for  even  fuppohng 
a  whole  life  to  be  employed  about 
one  picture,  it  is  ftill  limited  ;  it 
appears  more  reafonable  to  employ 
that  time  to  the  bell  advantage, 
in  contriving  various  methods  of 
competing  the  work ;  of  trying 
different  effefls  of  light  and  ihade°; 
and  employing  the  labour  of  cor- 
reblion,  in  heightening  by  a  judi¬ 
cious  adjurtment  of  the  parts  the 
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effe£ls  of  the  whole,  than  that  the 
time  flhould  be  taken  up  in  mi¬ 
nutely  finifhing  thofe  parts. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of 
high  finifhing  which  may  fafely  be 
condemned,  as  it  feems  to  coun- 
terail  its  own  purpofe;  that  is, 
when  the  artift,  to  avoid  that 
hardnefs  which  proceeds  from  the 
outline  cutting  againft  the  ground, 
foftens  and  blends  the  colours  to 
excefs  ;  that  is  what  the  ignorant 
call  high  finifhing,  but  which 
lends  to  deftroy  the  brilliancy  of 
colour,  and  the  true  effect  of  re- 
prefentation,  which  con  litis  very 
much  in  preferving  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  qf  fharpnefs  and  bluntnefs 
which  is  in  natural  objects.  This 
extreme  foftening,  inltead  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  effed  of  foftnefs,  gives 
the  appearance  of  ivory,  or  fome 
other  hard  fubltance,  highly  po¬ 
liced. 

The  portraits  of  Cornelius  John- 
fon  appear  to  have  this  defeat, 
and  confequently  want  that  fup- 
plenefs  which  is  the  charaderillic 
of  rlefh  ;  whereas,  in  the  works 
of  Vandyke  we  may  obferve  that 
true  mixture  of  foftnefs  and  hard- 
r.efs  perfedly  obferved.  The  fame 
defied:  is  in  the  manner  of  Van- 
derwerf,  in  oppofition  to  that  of 
Teniers ;  and  fuch  we  may  add  is 
the  manner  of  RafFaelle  in  his  oil 
pidures,  in  comparifon  with  that 
of  Titian. 

The  name  which  RafFaelle  has 
fo  juflly  maintained  as  the  firft  of 
painters,  we  may  venture  to  fay 
was  not  acquired  by  this  laborious 
attention.  His  apology  may  be 
made  by  faying  that  it  was  the 
manner  of  his  country  ;  but  if  he 
had  expreffed  his  ideas  with  the 
facility  and  eloquence,  as  it  may 


be  called,  of  Titian,  his  works 
would  certainly  not  have  been  lefs 
excellent;  and  that  praife,  which 
ages  and  nations  have  poured  out 
upon  bis  works,  for  poffelfing  ge¬ 
nius  in  the  higher  attainments  of 
art,  would  have  been  extended  to 
them  all. 

Thofe  who  are  not  converfant 
in  works  of  art,  are  often  fur- 
prifed  at  the  high  value  fet  by 
connoiffeurs  on  drawings  which 
appear  carelefs,  and  in  every  re- 
fped  unfinifhed  ;  but  they  are 
truly  valuable,  and  their  value 
arifes  from  this,  that  they  give 
the  idea  of  a  whole,  and  this 
whole  is  often  expreffed  by  a  dex¬ 
terous  facility  which  indicates  the 
true  power  of  a  painter,  even 
though  roughly  exerted  ;  whether 
it  confifts  in  the  general  compofi- 
tion,  or  the  general  form  of  each 
figure,  or  in  the  turn  of  the  atti¬ 
tude  which  bellows  grace  and  ele¬ 
gance.  All  this  we  may  fee  fully 
exemplified  in  the  very  fkilful 
drawings  of  Parmegiano  and  Cor- 
regio.  On  whatever  account  we 
value  thefe  drawings,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  for  high  finifhing,  or  a 
minute  attention  to  particulars. 

Excellence  in  every  part,  and 
in  every  province  of  our  art,  from, 
the  higheft  {tile  of  hiftory  down  to 
the  refemblances  of  Hill -life,  will 
depend  on  this  power  of  extend¬ 
ing  the  attention  at  once  to  the 
whole,  without  which  the  greatefl 
diligence  is  vain. 

1  wifh  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
when  I  fpeak  of  a  whole ,  1  do  not 
mean  (imply  an  whole  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  compofition,  but  an  whole 
with  refped  to  the  general  ftyle  of 
colouring  ;  an  whole  with  regard 
to  the  light  and  (hade  ;  an  whole 
L  4  '  of 
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cf  every  thing  which  may  fepa- 
rately  become  the  main  purpofe 
of  a  painter. 

I  remember  a  landfcape-painter 
in  Rome,  who  was  known  by  the 
name  of  Studio,  from  his  patience 
in  high  finifhing,  in  which  he 
thought  the  whole  excellence  of 
art  coniifted  ;  fo  that  he  once  en¬ 
deavoured,  as  he  faid,  to  reprefent 
every  individual  leaf  on  a  tree. 
This  picture  I  never  favv,  but  I 
am  very  fure  that  an  artift,  who 
looked  only  at  the  general  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  fpecies,  the  order  of 
the  branches,  and  the  mafles  of 
the  foliage,  would  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  produce  a  more  true  re- 
femblance  of  trees,  than  this 
painter  in  as  many  months. 

A  landfcape  -  painter  certainly 
ought  to  ftudy  anatomically  (if  I 
may  ufe  the  expreffion)  all  the  ob* 
je&s  which  he  paints ;  but  when 
jhe  is  to  turn  his  ftudies  to  ufe,  his 
lk.il],  as  a  man  of  genius,  will  be 
difplayed  in  (hewing  the  general 
efreft,  preferving  the  fame  degree 
of  hardnefs  and  fbftnefs  as  the  ob¬ 
jects  have  in  nature;  for  he  ap¬ 
plies  himfelf  to  the  imagination, 
not  to  the  cunofity,  and  works 
not  for  the  Virtuofo  or  the  Natu- 
ralifR  but  for  the  common  obferver 
of  life  and  nature.  When  he 
knows  his  fubjeCt,  he  will  know 
not  only  w'hac  to  defcribe,  but 
what  to  omit;  and  this  (kill  in 
leaving  out,  in  all  things,  is  a  great 
part  of  knowledge  and  wifdom. 

1  he  fame  excellence  of  manner 
which  1  itian  difplayed  in  hiflory 
or  portrait-painting,  is  equally 
conlpicuous  in  his  landscapes, 
whether  they  are  profeffedly  fuch, 
or  ferve  only  as  back  -  grounds. 
One  of  the  moft  eminent  of  this 
latter  kind  is  to  be  found  in  the 


pifture  of  St.  Pietro  Murtire- 
The  large  trees,  which  are  here 
introduced,  are  plainly  diftin- 
guifhed  from  each  other  by  the 
different  manner  with  which  the 
branches  (hoot  from  their  trunks, 
as  well  as  by  their  different  foli¬ 
age;  and  the  weeds  in  the  fore¬ 
ground  are  varied  in  the  fame 
manner,  juft  as  much  as  variety 
requires,  and  no  more.  Whea 
Algerotti,  fpeaking  of  this  pic¬ 
ture,  praifes  it  for  the  minute  dif- 
criminations  of  the  leaves  and 
plants,  even,  as  he  fays,  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  admiration  of  a  botanht, 
his  intention  was  undoubtedly  to 
give  praife  even  at  the  expence  of 
truth  ;  for  he  ruuft  have  known, 
that  this  is  not  the  character  of  the 
picture  ;  but  connoiiTeurs  will  al¬ 
ways  find  in  pictures  what  they 
think  they  ought  to  find  ;  he  was 
not  aware  that  he  was  pdvins?  a 
deicnptjon  injurious  to  the  reputa- 
tion  of  Titian. 

Such  accounts  may  be  very 
hurtful  to  young  artifts,  who  never 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
the  woik  defer] bed  ;  and  they  may 
poftibly  conclude,  that  this  great 
artift  acquired  the  name  of  the 
Divine  Titian  from  his  eminent 
attention  to  luch  trifling  circum- 
ilances,  which,  in  reality,  would 
s^ot  raife  him  above  the  level  of 
the  moft  ordinary  painter. 

We  may  extend  thefe  obferva- 
tions  even  to  what  fee  ms  to  have 
but  a  fsngle,  and  that  an  ind*vi» 
dual,  object.  The  excellence  of 
portrait-painting,  and  we  may  add 
even  the  likenefs,  the  character, 
and  countenance,  as  I  have  ob¬ 
served  in  another  place,  depends 
more  upon  the  general  effeCf  ex¬ 
hibited  by  the  painter,  than  the 
exaCt  expreffion  of  the  peculiari¬ 
ties* 
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ties,  or  minute  difcriminations  of 
the  parts.  The  chief  attention  of 
the  artill  is  therefore  employed  in 
planting  the  features  in  their 
proper  places,  which  fo  much  con 
tributes  to  giving  the  effed  and 
true  im  preflion  of  the  wiiole.  The 
very  peculiarities  may  be  reduced 
to  claifes  nd  general  deferiptions, 
and  there  are  therefore  large  ideas 
to  he  found  even  in  thk  contracted 
fubjed.  He  may  afterwards  la¬ 
bour  Angle  features  to  what  de¬ 
gree  he  things  proper,  but  let  him 
not  forget  continually  to  examine, 
whether  in  finifhir.g  the  parts  he 
is  not  dellro;  ing  tlie  general  effed. 

It  were  certainly  a  thing  to  be 
wilhed,  that  all  excellence  were 
applied  to  ill u lira ce  fubjeds  that 
were  interefting  and  worthy  of 
being  commemorated  ;  whereas, 
of  half  the  pictures  that  are  in  the 
world,  the  fubjed  can  be  vaiued 
only  as  an  occafion  which  lets  the 
artift  ro  work  ;  and  yet,  the  high 
value  we  fet  on  fuch  pictures, 
without  confidering,  or  perhaps 
without  knowing  the  fubjed, ihews 
how  much  our  attention  is  engaged 
by  the  art  alone. 

Perhaps  nothing  that  we  can  fay 
will  fo  clearly  Ihew  the  advantage 
and  excellence  of  this  faculty,  as 
that  it  confers  the  charader  of 
genius  on  works  that  pretend  to 
no  other  merit;  in  which  is 
neither  expreilion,  charader,  or 
dignity,  and  where  none  are  in- 
terefted  in  the  fubjed.  We  can¬ 
not  refufe  the  charader  of  genius 
to  the  marriage  of  Paulo  Veronefe, 
without  oppoling  the  general  fenfe 
of  ,  mankind,  (great  authorities 
have  called  it  the  triumph  of 
painting)  or,  to  the  altar  of  St. 
Augulline  at  Antwerp,  by  Rubens, 
which  equally  deferves  the  fame 


title,  and  for  the-  fame  reafor?. 
Neither  of  thofe  pidures  have  any 
interefting  ftorv  to  fupport  them. 
That  of  Paulo  Veronefe  is  only  a 
rfprefentation  of  a  great  concourfe 
of  people  at  a  dinner ;  and  the 
fubjed  of  P  ubens,  if  it  may  be 
called  a  iubjed  where  nothing  is 
doing,  is  an  afiemb’y  of  various 
faints  that  lived  in  different  ages. 
The  whole  excellence  of  thole 
pidures  con  fills  in  mecb/.nical  dex¬ 
terity,  working  however  under  the 
influence  of  this  com  pre  hen  live  fa¬ 
culty  which  I  have  lo  often  men¬ 
tioned. 

it  .<s  by  ♦•his,  and  this  alone,  that 
t  e  mechanical  power  is  ennobled 
and  railed  much  above  its  natural 
rank.  And  it  appears  to  me,  that 
with  propriety  it  acquires  this  cha¬ 
rader,  as  an  inflance  of  that  fu~ 
periority  with  which  mind  predo¬ 
minates  over  matter,  by  contrad- 
ing  into  one  whole  what  nature  has 
made  many. 

The  great  advantage  of  this 
idea  of  a  whole  is,  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  truth  may  be  fa  id  to 
be  contained  and  exprefl'ed  in  a 
few  lines  or  touches,  than  in  the 
moll  laborious  linifhing  the  parts 
where  this  is  not  regarded.  Jt  is 
upon  this  foundation  that  it  ftands; 
and  the  julinefs  of  the  obfervation 
would  be  confirmed  by  the  igno¬ 
rant  in  art,  if  it  were  poflible  to 
take  their  opinions  unftduced  by 
feme  faife  idea  of  what  they  ima¬ 
gine  they  ought  to  fee  in  a  pidure. 
As  it  is  an  art,  they  think  they 
ought  to  be  pleafed  in  proportion 
as  they  fee  that  art  alien tatioufly 
difplayed  ;  they  will,  from  this 
fuppoiition,  prefef  neatnefs,  high- 
finifhing,  and  gaudy  colouring, 
to  the  truth,  fimplicity,  and  unity 
of  nature.  Perhaps  too,  the  to¬ 
tally 
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tally  ignorant  beholder,  like  the 
ignorant  artift,  cannot  comprehend 
a  whole,  nor  even  what  it  means. 
But  if  falfe  notions  do  not  antici¬ 
pate  their  perceptions,  they  who 
are  capable  of  obfervation,  and 
who,  pretending  to  no  fkill,  look 
on’y  ftrait  forward,  will  praife  and 
condemn  in  proportion  as  the 
painter  has  fucceeded  in  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  whole.  Here  general 
fatisfaftion  or  general  .  diflike, 
though  perhaps  deipifed  by  the 
painter  as  proceeding  from  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  principles  of  art, 
yet  may  help  to  regulate  his  con¬ 
duct,  and  bring  back  his  attention 
to  that  which  ought  to  be  his  prin¬ 
cipal  object,  and  from  which  he  has 
deviated  for  the  fake  of  minuter 
beauties. 

An  infiance  of  this  right  judg¬ 
ment  1  once  faw  in  a  child,  in 
going  through  a  gallery  where 
there  were  many  portraits  of  the 
3aft  age,  which,  though  neatly 
put  cut  of  hand,  were  very  ill 
put  together.  The  child  paid  no 
attention  to  the  neat  finifhing,  or 
naturalnefs  of  any  bit  of  drapery, 
but  appeared  to  obferve  only  the 
un  grace  fulnefs  of  the  figures,  and 
put  herfelf  in  the  poflure  of  every 
figure  which  fhe  law  in  a  forced 
awkward  attitude.  The  cenfure 
of  nature,  uninformed,  fattened 
upon  the  greatett  fault  that  could 
be  in  a  pifture,  becaufe  it  related 
to  the  character  and  management 
of  the  whole. 

X  Ihould  be  forry,  if  what  has 
been  faid  fhould  be  underttood  to 
have  any  tendency  to  encourage 
that  careleifnefs  which  leaves  works 
in  an  unfinifhed  ttate.  I  com¬ 
mend  nothing  for  the  want  of  ex- 
aft  nefs  ;  I  mean  to  point  to  that 
kind  of  exaftnefs  which  is  the  bed, 
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and  which  is  alone  truly  to  be  fo 
efleemed. 

So  far  is  my  difquifition  from 
giving  countenance  to  idlenefs, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  our  art 
which  enforces  fuch  continual  ex¬ 
ertion  and  circumfpeftion.  It  re¬ 
quires  much  ftudy  and  much  prac¬ 
tice  ;  it  requires  the  painter’s 
whole  attention;  whereas  the  parts 
may  be  finished  by  nice  touches, 
while  his  mind  is  engaged  on  other 
matters  ;  he  may  even  hear  a  play 
or  a  novel  read  without  much  dis¬ 
turbance.  The  artitt,  who  Hatters 
his  own  indolence,  will  continually 
find  himfelf  evading  this  laborious 
attention,  and  applying  his  thoughts 
to  the  eafe  and  lazinefs  of  finifhing 
the  parts. 

No  work  can  be  too  much  finiih- 
ed,  provided  the  diligence  employ¬ 
ed  be  direfted  to  its  proper  objeft  ; 
but  I  have  obferved,  that  an  excef- 
five  labour  in  the  detail  has,  nine 
times  in  ten,  been  pernicious  to 
the  general  effeft,  even  when  it 
has  been  the  work  of  great  m  a  fi¬ 
lers.  It  indicates  a  bad  choice, 
which  is  an  ill  fetting  out  in  any 
undertaking. 

To  give  a  right  direction  to  your 
indultry  has  been  my  principal 
purpofe  in  this  difcourfe.  It  is 
this,  which  I  am  confident  often 
makes  the  difference  between  two 
Undents  of  equal  capacities,  and 
of  equal  induftry.  Whilft  the  one 
is  employing  his  labour  on  minute 
objefts  of  little  confequence,  the 
other  is  acquiring  the  art,  and  per¬ 
fecting  the  habit,  of  feeing  nature 
in  an  extenfive  view,  in  its  proper 
proportions,  and  its  due  fubcrdina- 
tion  of  parts. 

Before  1  conclude,  I  mutt  make 
one  obfervation  fufficiently  con- 
oefted  with  the  prefent  fubjeft. 

The 
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The  fame  extenlion  of  mind 
which  gives  the  excellence  of  ge¬ 
nius  to  the  theory  and  mechanical 
practice  of  the  art,  will  diredt  him 
likewife  in  the  method  of  Itudy, 
and  give  him  the  fuperiority  over 
thofe  who  narrowly  follow  a  more 
confined  track  of  partial  imitation. 
Whoever,  in  order  to  finifh  his 
education,  fhould  travel  to  Italy, 
and  fpend  his  whole  time  there 
only  in  copying  pictures,  mea- 
furing  ftatues  or  buildings,  (though 
thefe  things  are  not  to  be  neg- 
ledled)  would  return  with  little 
improvement.  He  that  imitates 
the  Iliad,  fays  Dr.  Young,  is  not 
imitating  Homer.  It  is  not  by 
la}ing  up  in  the  memory  the  par¬ 
ticular  details  of  any  of  the  great 
works  of  art  that  any  man  becomes 
a  great  2rti ft,  if  he  flops  without 
making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  principles  on  which  thefe 
works  are  conduded.  If  he  even 
hopes  to  rival  thofe  whom  he  ad¬ 
mires,  he  mult  confider  their  works 
as  the  means  of  teaching  him  the 
true  art  of  feeing  nature.  When 
this  is  acquired,  he  then  may  be 
faid  to  have  appropriated  their 
powers,  or  at  lead  the  foundation 
of  their  powers,  to  himfelf;  the 
reft  mufi  depend  upon  his  own  in- 
duftry  and  application.  The  great 
bufinefs  of  fludy  is  to  form  a  mind, 
adapted  and  adequate  to  all  times 
and  all  cccafions,  to  which  all 
nature  is  then  laid  open,  and 
which  may  be  faid  to  poffefs  the 
key  of  her  inexhauftible  riches. 


Capt.  Inglefieldhr  Narrative ,  con¬ 
cerning  the  lofs  cf  his  Majefly’s 
Ship  the  Centaur,  of  feventy- 
four  Guns  ;  arid  the  miraculous 
P  refervation  of  the  Pinnace ,  with 
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the  Captain ,  Mafer ,  and  T en  cf 
the  Crew ,  in  a  p raverfe  cf  near 
3CO  Leagues  on  the  great  IVeftern 
Ocean ;  with  the  Aames  of  the 
People  faved. 

'X'  HE  Centaur  left  Jamaica 
in  rather  a  leaky  condi¬ 
tion,  keeping  two  hand-pumps 
going,  and  when  it  blew  frefh, 
fometimes  a  fpell  with  a  chain- 
pump  was  neceft'ary.  But  I  had 
no  apprehenfion  that  the  ftiip  was 
not  able  to  encounter  a  common 
gale  of  wind. 

In  the  evening  of  the  1 6th  of 
September,  when  the  fatal  gale 
came  on,  the  fhip  was  prepared  for 
the  vvorll  weather  ufually  met  with 
in  thofe  latitudes ;  the  main-fail 
was  reefed  and  fet,  the  top-gallant 
malts  ltruck,  and  the  mizen-yard 
lowered  down,  though  at  that  time 
it  did  not  blow  very  ftrong.  To¬ 
wards  midnight  it  blew  a  gale  of 
wind,  and  the  fhip  made  fo  much 
water  that  1  was  obliged  to  turn 
all  hands  up  to  fpell  the  pumps. 
The  leak  ftill  increafing,  1  had 
thoughts  to  try  the  fhip  before 
the  fea.  Happy  I  fhould  have 
been,  perhaps,  had  I  in  this  been 
determined.  The  impropriety  of 
leaving  the  convoy,  except  in  the 
laft  extremity,  and  the  hopes  of  the 
weather  growing  moderate,  weigh¬ 
ed  againft  the  opinion  that  it  was 
right. 

About  two  in  the  morning  the 
wind  lulled,  and  we  flattered  our- 
felves  the  gale  was  breaking. 
Soon  after,  we  had  much  thunder 
and  lightning  from  the  S.  E.  with 
rain,  when  it  began  to  blow  ftrong 
in  gufts  of  wind,  which  obliged 
me  to  haul  the  main-lail  up,  the 
fhip  being  then  under  bare  poles. 
This  was  fcarceiy  done,  when  a 
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gull:  of  wind,  exceeding  in  vio¬ 
lence  every  thing  of  the  kind  I 
had  ever  feen,  or  had  any  con¬ 
ception  of,  laid  the  fhip  upon  her 
beam  ends.  The  water  forfook 
the  hold,  and  appeared  between 
decks,  i'o  as  to  fill  the  men’s  ham¬ 
mocks  to  leeward  :  the  fhip  lay 
motionlefs,  and,  to  all  appear¬ 
ance*  irrecoverably  overfet.  The 
water  increafmg  fait,  forced  thro’ 
the  cells  of  the  ports,  and  (cut- 
tied  in  the  ports,  from  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  fhip.  I  gave  imme¬ 
diate  dire&ions  to  cut  away  the 
main  and  mizen  mads,  hoping, 
when  the  fhip  righted,  to  wear 
her.  The  mizen -maft  went  fir  ft 
upon  cutting  one  or  two  lanyards 
without  the  i m al left  effedt  on  the 
fhip;  the  main-maft  followed,  upon 
cutting  the  lanyard  of  one  fhroud  ; 
and  I  had  the  difappoimment  to 
fee  the  foremail  and  bowfprit  fol¬ 
low’.  The  fhip  upon  this  imme¬ 
diately  righted,  but  with  great 
violence ;  and  the  motion  was  fo 
quick,  that  it  was  difficult  for  the 
people  to  work  the  pumps.  Three 
guns  broke  loofe  upon  the  main 
deck,  and  it  was  feme  time  before 
they  were  fe-cured.  Several  men 
being  maimed  in  this  attempt, 
every  moveable  was  deftroyed,  ei¬ 
ther  from  the  (hot  thrown  loofe 
from  the  lockers,  or  the  wreck  of 
the  deck.  The  officers  who  had 
left  their  beds  (when  the  fhip 
overfet)  naked,  in  the  morning, 
had  not  an  article  of  clothes  to 
put  on,  nor  could  their  friends 
Supply  them. 

The  mads  had  not  been  over 
the  fide  ten  minutes,  before  I 
was  informed  the  tiller  had  broke 
fhort  in  the  rudder-head  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  chocks  could  be  placed, 
the  rudder  itfelF  was  gone.—*— 
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Thus  we  were  as  much  di (after  4f 
as  it  was  poffible,  lying  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  fea :  yet  l 
had  one  comfort,  that  the  pumps, 
if  any  thing,  reduced  the  water  in 
the  hold  ;  and  as  the  morning 
came  on,  (the  17th)  the  weather 
grew  more  moderate,  the  wind 
having  fhifted  in  the  gale  to 

o  o 

N.  W. 

At  day- light  I  faw  two  line-of- 
battle  fhips  to  leeward  ;  one  had 
loft:  her  foremaft  and  bowfprit,  the 
other  he?  mainmaft.  It  was  the 
general  opinion  on  board  the  Cen¬ 
taur,  that  the  former  was  the  Ca¬ 
nada,  the  other  the  Glorieux, 
The  Ramilies  was  not  in  fight, 
nor  more  than  fifteen  fail  of  mer» 
chant-lhips. 

About  feven  in  the  morning  I 
faw  another  line-of-battle  fhip  a- 
head  of  us,  which  I  foon  diilin- 
guifhed  to  be  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
with  all  her  mails  (landing.  I 
immediately  gave  orders  to  make 
the  fignal  of  dill  refs,  hoiking  the 
enfign  on  the  flump  of  the  mizen- 
maft,  union  downwards,  and  fir¬ 
ing  one  of  the  forecaitle  guns. 
The  enfign  blew  away  foon  after 
it  was  hoifted,  and  it  was  the 
only  one  we  had  left  remain¬ 
ing  ;  but  I  had  the  fatisfa&iort 
to  fee  the  Ville  de  Paris  wear  and 
fland  towards  us.  Several  of  the 
merchant-fillips  alfo  approached 
us,  and  thofe  that  could,  hailed, 
and  offered  their  aifiilance  ;  but 
depending  upon  the  king’s  fhip, 
I  only  thanked  them,  defiring, 
if  they  joined  Admiral  Graves, 
to  acquaint  him  of  our  condition, 
I  had  not  the  fmalleil  doubt  but 
the  Ville  de  Paris  was  coming  to 
us,  as  (he  appeared  to  us  not  to 
have  buffered  in  the  leaff  by  the 
(lorn),  and  having  feen  her  wear, 

8  we 
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we  knew  was  under  government 
of  her  helm  ;  at  this  time  alio  it 
was  lo  moderate,  that  the  mer¬ 
chantmen  fee  their  top-fails,  but 
approaching  within  two  miles, 
fhe  palled  us  to  windward  ;  this 
being  obferved  by  one  of  the  mer¬ 
chant-  lhips,  (he  wore  and  came 
under  our  hern,  offering  to  carry 
any  meffage  to  her.  I  defired  the 
mailer  would  acquaint  Captain 
Wiikinfon,  that  the  Centaur  had 
loft  her  rudder,  as  well  as  her 
mails,  that  fhe  made  a  great  deal 
of  water,  and  that  I  defired  he 
would  remain  with  her,  until  the 
weather  grew  moderate.  I  faw 
this  merchantman  approach  after¬ 
wards,  near  enough  to  fpeak  to  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  her  condition  was  much  vvorfe 
than  it  appeared  to  be,  as  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  upon  that  tack.  In  the 
mean  time  all  the  quarter-deck 
guns  were  thrown  over-board,  and 
ail  but  fix,  which  had  overfet,  of 
the  main-deck.  The  fhip  lying 
in  the  trough  of  the  fea,  laboured 
prodigioufly.  I  got  over  one  of 
the  final!  anchors,  with  a  boom, 
and  feverai  gun-carriages,-— veer¬ 
ed  out  from  the  head  door  by  a 
large  haufer  to  keep  the  (hip’s 
bow  to  the  fea;  but  this,  with  a 
top-gallant-fail  upon  the  flump  of 
the  mizen-mail,  had  not  the  de¬ 
fired  effect. 

As  the  evening  came  on  it  grew 
hazy,  and  in  fqualls  blew  ftrong. 
We  loff  light  of  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
but  thought  it  a  certainty  that  I 
fhould  fee  her  in  the  morning. 
The  night  was  palled  in  conllant 
labour  ac  the  pumps..  Sometimes 
the  wind  lulled  ;  the  water  dinji* 
nifhed  ;  when  it  blew  ilrong  again, 
the  fea  rifing,  the  water  again  in- 
crcafed. 


Towards  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  I  was  informed  there  was 
feven  feet  water  upon  the  Kelfon  ; 
that  one  cf  the  winches  was  broke  ; 
that  the  two  fpares  ones  would  not 
fit,  and  that  the  hand  pumps  were 
choaked.  Thefe  circumffances 
were  fulffciently  alarming  ;  but 
upon  opening  the  after-hold,  to 
get  fome  rum  up  for  the  people, 
we  found  our  condition  much  more 
fo. 

It  will  be  neceffary  to  mention, 
that  the  Centaur’s  after-hold  was 
inclofed  by  a  bulk-head  at  the 
after  part  of  the  well ;  here  were 
all  the  dry  provifions  and  (hip’s 
rum  flowed  upon  twenty  chaldron 
of  coals,  which  unfortunately  had 
been  ffarced  in  this  part  of  the 
fhip,  and  by  them  the  pumps 
were  continually  choaked.  The 
chain  pumps  were  fo  much  worn, 
as  to  be  of  little  ufe,  and  the  lea¬ 
thers,  which,  had  the  well  been 
clear,  would  have  1  ailed  twenty 
days  or  more,  were  all  confumed 
in  eight.  At  this  time  it  was  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  water  had  not  a 
paltage  to  the  well,  for  here  there 
was  fo  much,  that  it  wafhed  a- 
gainff  the  orlop  deck.  All  the 
rum,  twenty-fix  puncheons;  all 
the  provifions,  of  which  there 
were  two  months,  in  calks,  were 
(love ;  having  floated  with  vio¬ 
lence,  from  fide  to  fide,  until 
there  was  not  a  whole  calk  re¬ 
maining  :  even  the  Haves  that 
were  found  upon  clearing  the 
hold  were  moft  of  them  broke  in 
two  or  three  pieces.  ]n  the  fore¬ 
hold  we  had  a  profpeft  of  perill¬ 
ing  r  fhould  the  fhip  fwim,  we 
had  no  water  but  what  remained 
in  the  ground-tier,  and  over  this 
all  the  wet  provifions  and  butts 
filled  with  fait- water  were  float¬ 
ing, 
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ing,  and  with  fo  much  motion, 
that  no  man  could  with  fafety  go 
into  the  hold.  There  was  nothing 
left  for  us  to  try,  but  bailing  with 
buckets  at  the  fore-hatchway  and 
fifh  room;  and  twelve  large  can¬ 
vas  buckets  were  immediately  em¬ 
ployed  at  each:  On  opening  the 
fifh  room,  we  were  fo  fortunate  as 
to  difcover  that  two  puncheons  of 
rum  which  belonged  to  me  had 
efcaped.  They  were  immediately 
got  up,  and  ferved  out  at  times 
in  drams ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  this  relief,  and  feme  lime- 
juice,  the  people  would  have  drop¬ 
ped. 

We  foon  found  our  account  in 
bailing  ;  the  fpare  pump  had  been 
put  down  the  fore-hatchway,  and 
a  pump  fhifeed  to  the  fifh -room  ; 
but  the  motion  of  the  fhip  had 
walked  the  coals  fo  fmall,  that 
they  had  reached  every  part  of  the 
fhip,  and  the  pumps  foon  choak- 
ed.  However,  the  water  by  noon 
bad  confiderably  diminifhed  by 
working  the  buckets ;  but  there 
appeared  no  profpeft  of  laving  the 
fhip  if  the  gale  continued.  The 
labour  was  too  great  to  hold  out 
without  water;  yet  the  people 
worked  without  a  murmur,  and 
indeed  with  chearfulnefs. 

At  this  time  the  weather  was 
more  moderate,  and  a  couple  of 
fpars  were  got  ready  for  (hears  to 
get  up  a  jury  foremail ;  but  as 
the  evening  came  on,  the  gale 
again  increafed.  We  had  feen  no¬ 
thing  this  day,  but  the  (hip  who 
had  loft  her  main-mad,  and  (he 
appeared  to  be  as  much  in  want 
of  abidance  as  ourfelves,  having 
bred  guns  of  didrefs  ;  and  before 
night  I  was  told  her  fore-mad  was 
gone. 

The  Centaur  laboured  fo  much, 


that  I  had  fcarce  a  hope  (he  could 
fwim  till  morning.  However,  by 
great  exertion  of  the  chain-pumps 
and  bailing,  we  held  our  own,  but 
our  fufferings  for  want  of  water 
were  very  great,  and  many  of  the 
people  could  not  be  redrained 
from  drinking  falt-water. 

At  day-light,  the  19th,  there 
was  no  veffel  in  fight;  and  fiafhes 
from  guns  having  been  feen  in 
the  night,  we  feared  the  fhip  we 
had  feen  the  preceding  day  had 
foundered.  Towards  ten  o’clock, 
forenoon,  the  weather  grew  more 
moderate,  the  water  diminifhed  in 
the  hold,  and  the  peeple  were 
encouraged  to  redouble  their  efforts 
to  get  the  water  low  enough  to 
break  a  caik  of  fredi  water  out  of 
the  ground  tier  ;  and  feme  of  the 
mod  refolute  of  the  feamen  were 
employed  in  the  attempt.  Ac 
noon  we  fucceeded  with  one  calk, 
which,  though  little,  was  a  fea- 
fonable  relief.  All  the  officers, 
pafiengers  and  boys,  who  were  not 
of  the  profeflion  of  feamen,  had 
been  employed  thrumming  a  fail 
which  was  pafied  under  the  (hip’s 
bottom,  and  I  thought  had  feme 
effeft.  The  (hears  were  raifed  for 
the  foremafl;  the  weather  looked 
prcmiling,  and  the  fea  fell ;  and 
at  night  we  were  able  to  relieve  at 
the  pumps  and  bailing,  every  two 
hours.  By  the  morning,  the  2Cth, 
the  fore-hold  was  cleared  of  the 
water,  and  we  had  the  comfort¬ 
able  promife  of  a  fine  day.  It 
proved  fo,  and  I  was  determined 
to  make  ufe  of  it  with  every  poffi- 
ble  exertion.  I  divided  the  (hip’s 
company,  with  the  officers  attend¬ 
ing  them,  into  parties  to  raife  the 
jury-foremafi: ;  to  heave  over-board 
the  lower-deck  guns  ;  to  clear  the 
wrecks  of  the  fore  and  after- holds  1 
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to  prepare  the  machine  for  fleer¬ 
ing  the  fhip,  and  to  work  the 
pumps.  By  night,  the  after-hold 
was  as  clear  as  when  the  ihip  was 
launched ;  for,  to  our  aflonifh- 
ment,  there  was  not  a  fhovel-full 
of  coals  remaining,  twenty  chal¬ 
dron  having  been  pumped  out 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
gale. — What  I  have  called  the 
wreck  of  the  hold,  was  the  bulk¬ 
heads  of  the  afcer-hold,  fifh-room, 
and  fpirit-rooms.  The  ftandards 
of  the  cock-pit,  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  Haves  and  wood,  and 
part  of  the  lining  of  the  fhip,  were 
thrown  overboard,  that  if  the  wa¬ 
ter  fhould  again  appear  in  the 
hold,  we  might  have  no  impedi¬ 
ment  in  bailing.  All  the  guns 
were  overboard,  the  foremaft  fe- 
cured,  and  the  machine,  which 
was  to  be  fimilar  to  the  one  with 
which  the  Ipfwichwas  fleered,  was 
in  great  forwardnefs ;  fo  that  I 
was  in  hopes,  the  moderate  wea¬ 
ther  continuing,  that  I  fftould  be 
able  to  fleer  the  fhip  by  noon  the 
following  day,  and  at  leak  fave 
the  people  on  fome  of  the  Weflern 
Iflands.  Had  we  had  any  other 
fhip  in  company  with  us,  1  fhould 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  have 
quitted  the  Centaur  this  day. 

This  night  the  people  got  fome 
reft  by  relieving  the  watches  ;  but 
in  the  morning,  the  21ft,  we  had 
the  mortification  to  find,  that  the 
weather  again  threatened,  and  by 
noon  blew  a  ftorm.  The  fhip  la¬ 
boured  greatly,  and  the  water  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  fore  and  after-hold 
and  increafed.  The  carpenter  alio 
informed  me,  that  the  leathers 
were  nearly  confumed  ;  and  like- 
wife  that  the  chains  of  the  pumps, 
by  conftant  exertion,  and  the  fric* 
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tion  of  the  coals,  were  nearly  ren¬ 
dered  ufelefs. 

As  we  had  now  no  other  re- 
fource  but  bailing,  l  gave  orders 
that  fcuctles  fhould  be  cut  through 
the  decks,  to  introduce  more 
buckets  into  the  hold  ;  and  aB  the 
fail-makers  were  employed  night 
and  day  in  making  canvas  buckets  : 
and  the  orlop  deck  having  fallen 
in  on  the  larboard- fide,  I  ordered 
the  fheet- cable  to  be  roufed  over¬ 
board.  The  wind  at  this  time 
was  at  W.  and  being  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  many  fchemes  had 
been  pradtifed  to  wear  the  fhip,  that 
we  might  drive  into  a  lefs  boifterous 
latitude,  as  well  as  approach  the 
.Weflern  Iflands ;  but  none  fuc- 
ceeded  :  and  having  a  weak  car¬ 
penter’s  crew,  they  were  hardly 
fufficient  to  attend  the  pumps  ;  fo 
that  we  could  not  make  any  pro- 
grefs  with  the  fleering  machine. 
Another  fail  had  been  thrummed 
and  got  over,  but  we  did  not  find 
its  ufe;  indeed  there  was  no  pro- 
fpedl  but  in  a  change  of  weather. 
A  large  leak  had  been  difcovered, 
and  flopt,  in  the  fore-hold,  and 
another  in  the  lady’s  hole,  but 
the  fhip  appeared  fo  weak  from 
her  labouring,  that  it  was  clear 
fhe  could  not  la  ft  long.  The  after¬ 
cockpit  had  fallen  in,  the  fore¬ 
cockpit  the  fame,  with  all  the 
flore-rooms  down  ;  the  ftern-poft 
was  fo  loofe,  that  as-  the  fhip  roll¬ 
ed,  the  water  ruined  in  on'  either 
fide  in  great  flreams,  which  we 
could  no:  flop. 

Night  came  on  with  the  fame 
dreary  profpeft  as  on  the  preced¬ 
ing,  and  was  paffed  in  continual 
effort  and  labour.  —  Morning 
came,  the  22d,  without  our  feeing 
any  thing,  or  any  change  of  wea¬ 
ther. 
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ther,  and  the  day  was  fpent  with 
the  fame  ftruggles  to  keep  the  {hip 
above  water,  pumping  and  bail¬ 
ing  at  the  hatchways  and  {cutties. 
Towards  night  anocher  of  the 
chain  pumps  was  rendered  quite 
ufelefs,  by  one  of  the  rollers  be¬ 
ing  difplaced  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pump,  and  this  was  without  re¬ 
medy,  there  being  too  much  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  well  to  get  to  it  :  we 
alio  had  but  fix  leathers  remain¬ 
ing,  fo  that  the  fate  of  the  finip 
was  not  far  off.  Still  the  labour 
went  on  without  any  apparent  def- 
pair,  every  officer  taking  his  fhare 
of  it,  and  the  people  were  always 
chearful  and  obedient. 

During  the  night,  the  water 
increased  ;  but  about  feven  in  the 
morning,  the  23d,  I  was  told  that 
an  unufual  quantity  of  water  ap¬ 
peared  all  at  once  in  the  fore- 
hold,  which,  upon  my  going  for¬ 
ward  to  be  convinced,  i  found  but 
too  true ;  the  dowage  of  the  hold 
ground-tier  was  all  in  motion,  fo 
that  in  a  fhort  time  there  was  not 
a  whole  calk  to  be  feen.  We 
were  convinced  the  Clip  had  fprung 
a  frefh.  leak.  Another  fail  had 
been  thrumming  all  night,  and  I 
was  giving  directions  to  place  it 
.  over  the  bows,  when  I  perceived 
the  fhip  fettling  by  the  head,  the 
lower  deck  bow-ports  being  even 
with  the  water. 

At  this  period  the  carpenter 
acquainted  me  the  well  was  dove 
in,  deftroyed  by  the  wreck  of  the 
hold,  and  the  chain  pumps  dif¬ 
placed,  and  totally  ufelefs.  There 
was  nothing  left  but  to  redouble 
our  efforts  in  bailing,  but  it  be¬ 
came  difficult  to  fill  the  buckets, 
from  the  quantity  of  (laves,  planks, 
anchor- flocks,  and  yard-arm  pieces 
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which  were  now  waffied  from  the 
wings,  and  floating  from  fide  to 
fide  with  the  motion  of  the  fhip. 
The  people,  who,  till  this  pe¬ 
riod,  had  laboured  as  determined 
to  conquer  trheir  difficulties  with¬ 
out  a  murmur  or  without  a  tear, 
feeing  their  efforts  ufelefs,  many 
of  them  burft  into  tears,  and  wept 
like  children. 

I  gave  orders  for  the  anchors, 
of  which  we  had  two  remaining, 
to  be  thrown  overboard,  one  of 
which  (the  fpare  anchor)  had 
been  moll:  furprifingly  hove  in 
upon  the  fore-caftle  and  mid-fhips, 
when  the  fhip  had  been  upon  her 
beam-ends,  and  gone  through  the 
deck. 

Every  time  that  I  vifited  the 
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hatch-way  1  obferved  the  water 
increafed,  and  at  noon  it  waffied 
even  with  the  orlop  deck.  The 
Carpenter  affured  me  the  fhip  could 
not  fvvim  long,  and  propofed  mak¬ 
ing  rafts  to  float  the  {hip’s  com¬ 
pany,  whom  it  was  not  in  my  pow¬ 
er  to  encourage  any  longer  with  a 
profpeft  of  their  fafety.  Some 
appeared  perfectly  refigned,  went 
to  their  hammocks,  and  defired 
their  meffmates  to  lafh  them  in  ; 
others  were  lalhing  themfelves  to 
gratings  and  fmall  rafts  ;  but  the 
moil  predominant  idea  was,  that 
of  putting  on  their  bed  and  clean¬ 
ed  clothes. 

The  weather  about  noon  had 
been  fomething  moderate,  and  as 
rafts  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
carpenter,  I  thought  it  right  to 
make  the  attempt,  though  1  knew 
our  booms  could  not  float  half  the 
fhip’s  company  in  fine  weather, 
but  we  were  in  a  fituadon  to  catch 
at  a  draw  5  I  therefore  called  the 
{hip’s  CQrnpany  together,  told  them 

my 
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my  intention,  recommending  to 
them  to  remain  regular  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  their  officers.  Prepara¬ 
tions  were  immediately  made  to 
this  purpofe ;  the  booms  were 
cleared  ;  the  boats,  of  which  we 
had  three,  viz.  cutter,  pinnace, 
and  five -oared  yawl,  were  got 
over  the  hde  ;  a  bag  of  bread  was 
ordered  to  be  put  in  each,  and 
any  liquors  that  could  be  got  at, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the 
rafts ;  I  had  intended  myfelf  to  go 
into  the  five-oared  yawl,  and  the 
coxfvvain  was  defired  to  get  any 
thing  from  my  fteward  that  might 
be  ufeful.  Two  men,  captains  of 
tops,  of  the  forecaftle,  or  quarter- 
mailers,  were  placed  in  each  of 
them,  to  prevent  any  man  from 
forcing  the  boats,  or  getting  into 
them,  until  an  arrangement  vvas 
made.  While  thefe  preparations 
were  making,  the  fhip  was  gra¬ 
dually  finking,  the  orlop  decks 
having  been  blown  up  by  the  water 
in  the  hold,  and  the  cables  floated 
to  the  gun-deck.  The  men  had 
for  fome  time  quitted  their  em¬ 
ployment  of  bailing,  and  the  fhip 
was  left  to  her  fate. 

In  the  afternoon  the  weather 
again  threatened,  and  in  fqualls 
blew  firong  ;  the  fea  ran  high, 
and  one  of  the  boats,  the  yawl, 
itove  along  fide  and  funk.  As  the 
evening  approached,  the  fhip  ap¬ 
peared  little  more  than  fufpended 
in  water.  There  was  no  certainty 
that  fhe  would  fwim  from  one  mi¬ 
nute  to  another  ;  and  the  love  of 
life,  which  I  believe  never  fhewed 
ltfelf  later  in  the  approach  to 
death,  began  now  to  level  all  di- 
ftin&ions.  It  was  impoffible  in¬ 
deed  for  any  man  to  deceive  him- 
felf  with  a  hope  of  being  faved 
upon  a  raft  in  fuch  a  fea;  befides, 
that  the  lhip  in  finking*  it  was 
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probable,  would  .carry  every  thing 
down  with  her  in  a  vortex,  to  a 
certain  difiance. 

It  was  near  five  o’clock,  when 
coming  from  my  cabin  I  obferved 
a  number  of  people  looking  very 
anxioufly  over  the  fide  ;  and  look¬ 
ing  myfelf,  I  favv  that  feveral  men 
had  forced  the  pinnace,  and  that 
more  were  attempting  to  get  in, 
I  had  immediate  thoughts  of  fe- 
curing  this  boat  before  fhe  might 
be  funk  by  numbers.  There  ap¬ 
peared  not  more  than  a  moment 
for  confideration  ;  to  remain  and 
perifh  with  the  fhip’s  company, 
whom  I  could  not  be  any  longer 
of  ufe  to,  or  feize  the  opportunity 
which  feemed  the  only  way  of 
efcaping,  and  leave  the  people 
who  I  had  been  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  on  a  variety  of  occaficns,  that 
I  thought  I  could  give  my  life  to 
preferve  them— -This  indeed  was 
a  painful  conflict,  and  which  X 
believe  no  man  can  deferibe,  nor 
any  man  have  a  juft  idea  of,  who 
has  not  been  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion. 

The  love  of  life  prevailed. —  I 
called  to  Mr.  Rainy,  the  mafter, 
the  only  officer  upon  deck,  defired 
him  to  follow  me,  and  imme¬ 
diately  defeended  into  the  boar, 
at  the  after-part  of  the  chains,  but 
not  without  great  difficulty  got 
the  boat  clear  from  the  fhip,  twice 
the  number  that  the  boat  would 
carry  pufhing  to  get  in,  and  many 
jumping  into  the  water.  Mr, 
Baylis,  a  young  gentleman  fifteen 
years  of  age,  leaped  from  the 
chains  after  the  boat  had  got  off, 
and  was  taken  in.  The  boat  fall¬ 
ing  aftern,  became  expofed  to  the 
fea,  and  vve  endeavoured  to  pull, 
her  bow  round  to  keep  her  to  the 
break  of  the  fea,  and  to  pafs  to 
windward  of  the  fhip  ;  but  in  the 
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attempt  {he  was  nearly  filled  ;  the 
fea  ran  too  high,  and  the  only  pro¬ 
bability  of  living  was  keeping  her 
before  the  wind. 

It  was  then  that  I  became  fenli- 
ble  how  little,  if  any  thing,  bet¬ 
ter  our  condition  was  than  that  of 
thofe  who  remained  in  the  fhip  ; 
at  bell,  it:  appeared  to  be  only  a 
prolongation  of  a  miferable  exig¬ 
ence.  We  were  all  together  twelve 
in  number,  in  a  leaky  boat,  with 
one  of  the  gun -whales  Hove,  in 
nearly  the  middle  of  the  Weltern 
Ocean,  without  compafs,  without 
quadrant,  without  fail,  without 
great  coat  or  cloak  ;  all  very  thin¬ 
ly  cloathed,  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
with  a  great  fea  running  ! — It  was 
now  five  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  loft 
fight  of  the  fnip.  Before  it  was 
dark,  a  blanket  was  difcovered  in 
the  boat.  This  was  immediately 
bent  to  one  of  the  firetchers,  and 
under  it  as  a  fail  we  fcudded  all 
night,  in  expe&ation  of  being 
i wallowed  up  by  every  wave,  it 
being  with  great  difficulty  that  we 
could  fometimes  clear  the  boat  of 
the  water  before  the  return  of  the 
next  great  fea;  all  of  us  half 
drowned,  and  fitting,  except  thofe 
who  bailed,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat:  and  without  having  really 
perifhed,  I  am  fure  no  people  ever 
endured  more.  In  the  morning 
the  weather  grew  moderate,  the 
wind  having  fhifted  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  as  we  difcovered  by  the 
lun.  Having  furvived  the  night, 
we  began  to  recollect  curfelves, 
and  think  of  our  future  preser¬ 
vation. 

When  we  quitted  the  (hip,  the 
wind  was  at  N.  W.  or  N.  N.  W. 
Fay  all  had  bore  Ef  S.  E.  250  or 
260  leagues.  Had  the  wind  coji- 
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tinued  for  five  or  fix  days,  there 
was  a  probability  that  running 
before  the  fea  we  might  have  fall¬ 
en  in  with  fome  one  of  the  Weftern 
Iftands.  The  change  of  wind  was 
death  to  thefe  hopes ;  for  fhould 
it  come  to  blow,  we  knew  there 
would  be  no  preferving  life  but 
by  running  before  the  lea,  which 
would  carry  us  again  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  where  we  muft  foon  after¬ 
wards  perilh. 

Upon  examining  what  we  had 
to  fubfift  on,  I  found  a  bag  of 
bread,  a  fmall  ham,  a  fingle 
piece  of  pork,  two  quart  bottles 
of  water,  and  a  few  of  French 
cordials.  The  wind  continued  to 
the  fouthward  for  eight  or  nine 
days,  and  providentially  never 
blew  fo  ftrong  but  that  we  could 
keep  the  fide  of  the  boat  to  the 
fea,  but  we  were  always  moft  mi- 
ferably  wet  and  cold.  We  kept 
a  fort  of  a  reckoning,  but  the 
fun  and  ftars  being  fometimes  hid 
irom  us  for  twenty-four  hours, 
we  had  no  very  good  opinion  of 
our  navigation.  We  judged  at 
this  period,  that  we  had  made 
nearly  an  E.  N.  E.  courfe,  fince 
the  firft  night’s  run  (which  had 
carried  us  to  the  E.)  and  ex^ 
pedted  to  fee  the  ifland  of  Corvo. 

In  this,  however,  we  were  difap- 
pointed,  and  we  feared  that  the 
loutherly  wind  had  driven  us  far 
to  the  northward.  Our  prayers 
were  now  for  a  northerly  wind. 
Our  condition  began  to  be  truly 
miferable,  both  from  hunger  and 
cold  ;  for  on  the  fifth  day  we  had 
difcovered  that  our  bread  was 
nearly  all  fpoiled  by  fait  water,, 
and  it  was  neceflary  to  go  to  an 
allowance.  One  bifcuit,  divided 
into  12  morfels,  for  breakfall,  and 
the  fame  for  dinner ;  the  neck  of 
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a  bottle  broke  off,  with  the  cork 
in,  ferved  for  a  glaf-,  aT)d  this 
filled  with  water  was  the  allowance 
for  twenty-four  hours  for  ^ach 
man.  This  was  done  without  t^ny 
fort  of  partiality  or  difiin&ioh  : 
but  we  mull  have  perifhed  ere 
this,  had  we  not  caught  fix  quarts 
of  rain  water;  and  this  we  could 
not  have  been  blefted  with,  had 
we  not  found  in  the  boat  a  pair 
of  fleets,  which  by  accident  had 
been  put  there.  Thefe  were  fpread 
when  it  rained,  and  when  tho¬ 
roughly  wet,  wrung  into  the  kidd 
with  which  we  bailed  the  boat. 
With  this  Ihort  allowance,  which 
was  rather  tantalizing  than  fultain- 
ing,  in  our  comfortlefs  condition, 
we  began  to  grow  very  feeble,  and 
our  clothes  being  continually  wet, 
our  bodies  were  in  many  places 
chafed  into  fores. 

On  the  13th  day  it  fell  calm, 
and  foon  after  a  breeze  of  wind 
fprang  up  from  the  N.  N.  W.  and 
blew  to  a  gale,  fo  that  we  ran  be¬ 
fore  the  fea  at  the  rate  of  five  or 
fix  miles  an  hour  under  our  blan¬ 
ket,  till  we  judged  we  were  to  the 
fouthward  of  Fay  all,  and  to  the 
welhvard  60  leagues;  but  blowing 
Itrong,  we  could  not  attempt  to 
fleer  for  it.  Our  wifhes  were  now 
for  the  wind  to  fhift  to  the  wed- 
ward.  This  was  the  fifteenth  day 
we  had  been  in  the  boat,  and  we 
had  only  one  day’s  bread,  and  one 
bottle  of  water  remaining  of  a  fe- 
corid  fupply  of  rain.  Our  fufrer- 
ings  were  now  as  great  as  human 
lirength  could  bear,  but  we  were 
convinced  that  good  fpirits  were  a 
better  fupport  than  great  bodily 
ffrength ;  for  on  this  day  1  horn  as 
Matthews,  quarter  -  mailer,  the 
flouted  man  in  the  boat,  perifhed 


ESSAYS.  1 63 

from  hunger  and  cold :  on  the 
day  before  he  had  complained  of 
want  of  llrength  in  his  throat,  as 
he  exprefled  it,  to  fwallow  his 
morfel,  and  in  the  night  drank 
filt-water,  grew  delirious,  and 
died  without  a  groan.  As  it  be¬ 
came  next  to  a  certainty  that  we 
fhould  all  periih  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  in  a  day  or  two,  it  was  fome- 
what  comfortable  to  reflect,  that 
dying  of  hunger  was  not  fo  dread¬ 
ful  as  our  imaginations  had  reprei- 
fented.  Others  had  complained 
of  the  fymptoms  in  their  throats; 
fome  had  drank  their  own  urine; 
and  all,  but  myfelf,  had  drank 
falt-water. 

As  yet  defpair  and  gloom  had 
been  fuccefsfully  prohibited,  and 
as  the  evenings  doled  in,  the  men 
had  been  encouraged  by  turns  to 
fing  a  fong,  or  relate  a  dory,  in-* 
ftead  of  a  fupper;  but  this  even¬ 
ing  I  found  it  impoffible  to  raife 
either.  As  the  nip-ht  came  on  it 

O 

feli  calm,  and  about  midnight  a 
breeze  of  wind  fprang  up,  we 
guefied  from  the  wellward  by  the 
fwell,  but  there  not  being  a  far 
to  be  feen,  we  were  afraid  of  run¬ 
ning  out  of  our  way,  and  waited 
impatiently  for  the  riling  fun  to 
be  our  compafs. 

As  foon  as  the  dawn  appeared, 
we  found  the  wind  to  be  exactly 
as  we  had  wifhed,  at  W.  S*  \Vv 
and  immediately  fpread  our  fail, 
running  before  the  fen  at  the  race 
of  four  miles  an  hour.  Our  lalt 
breakfaft  had  been  ferved  with  the 
bread  and  water  remaining,  when 
John  Gregory,  quarter  -  mallei , 
declared  with  much  confidence  that; 
he  favv  the  land  in  the  S.  K.  We 
had  feen  fog  banks  fo  often,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  land,  that 
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I  did  not  trull  myfelf  to  believe 
it,  and  cautioned  die  people  (who 
were  extravagantly  elated)  that 
they  might  not  feel  the  effefls  of 
difappointment  ;  ^ till  at  length 

one  of  them  broke  out  into  a  mod 
immoderate  fvvearing  fit  of  joy, 
which  I  could  not  redrain,  and 
declared  he  had  never  feen  land  in 
his  life  if  what  he  now  faw  was 
not  it. 

We  immediately  ffiaped  our 
courfe  for  it,  though  on  my  part 
with  very  little  faith.  The  wind 
frelhened  ;  the  boat  went  through 
the  water  at  the  rate  of  five  or  lix 
miles  an  hour  ;  and  in  two  hours 
time  the  land  was  plainly  feen  by 
every  man  in  the  boat,  but  at  a 
very  great  didance ;  fo  that  vve 
did  not  reach  it  before  ten  at 
night.  It  mud  have  been  at  lead 
twenty  leagues  from  us  when  fird 
difcovered;  and  I  cannot  help  re¬ 
marking,  with  much  thankfulnefs, 
on  the  providential  favour  fhewn. 
to  us  in  this  indance. 

Jrt  every  part  of  the  horizon, 
except  where  the  land  was  difco¬ 
vered,  there  was  fo  thick  a  haze 
that  we  could  not  have  feen  any 
thing  for  more  than  three  or  four 
leagues.  Favall  by  our  reckon¬ 
ing  bore  E.  by  N.  which  courfe 
we  were  deering,  and  in  a  few 
hours,  had  not  the  fky  opened 
for  our  prefervation,  we  fnould 
have  increafed  our  didance  from 
the  land,  got  to  tne  eadward,  and 
of  courfe  miffed  all  the  idands. 
As  we  approached  the  land,  our 
belief  had  dreqgthened  that  it 
was  Fay  all.  The  if]  and  of  Pico, 
which  might  have  revealed  it  to 
us,  had  the  weather  been  perfectly 
clear,  was  at  this  time  capped 
with  clouds ;  and  it  was  fome  time 


before  we  were  quite  fatisfied, 
having  traverfed  for  two  hours  a 
great  part  of  the  ifland,  where  the 
deep  and  rocky  fhore  refufea  us  a 
landing.  This  circumftance  was 
borne  with  much  impatience,  for 
we  had  flattered  ourfelves  that  we 
fhould  meet  with  frefh  water  at 
the  did  part  of  the  land  we  might 
approach  ;  and  being  difappoint- 
ed,  the  third  of  fome  had  increaf¬ 
ed  anxiety  aimed  to  a  degree  of 
madnefs ;  fo  that  we  were  near 
making  the  attempt  to  land  in 
fome  places  where  the  boat  mud 
have  been  dafhed  to  pieces  by  the 
furf.  At  length  we  difcovered  a 
fifhing  canoe,  which  conducted  us 
into  the  road  of  Fayall  about  mid¬ 
night  ;  but  where  the  regulation 
of  the  port  did  not  permit  us  to 
land  7 till  examined  by  the  health- 
officers :  however  I  did  not  think 
much  of  deeping  this  night  in  the 
boat,  our  pilot  having  brought  us 
fome  refreshments  of  bread,  wine, 
and  water.  In  the  morning  we 
were  vifited  by  Mr,  Graham,  the 
Engliffi  conful,  whofe  humane  at¬ 
tention  made  very  ample  amends 
for  the  formality  of  the  Portuguefe. 
Indeed  I  can  never  fufficiently  ex- 
prefs  the  fenfe  1  have  of  his  kind- 
nefs  and  humanity,  both  to  my¬ 
felf  and  people;  for  I  believe  it 
was  the  whole  of  his  employment 
for  feveral  days  contriving  the  bed 
means  of  refloring  us  to  health 
and  drength.  It  is  true,  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  never  were  more  pi¬ 
tiable  objects.  Some  of  the  dout^ 
ed  men  belonging  to  the  Centaur 
were  obliged  to  be .  fupported 
through  the  dreets  of  Fayall.  Mr. 
Rainy,  the  mader,  and  myfelf, 
were,.  I  think,  in  better  health 
than  the  red;  but  I  could  not 

walk 
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walk  without  being  fupported  ;  grew  rather  wo rfe  than  bet- 
2nd  for  feveral  days,  with  the  ter*. 

belt  and  moil  comfortable  provi-  J.  N.  Inglefield. 

iions  of  diet  and  lodging,  we  Fayall,  13th 

October,  1782. 

On 


Names  of  the  Officers  and  Men  <zvho  were  fa-ved  in  the  Pinnace. 


Charles  M‘Carty, 
Charles  Flinn, 

- Gallohar, 

Theodore  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Stevenfon, 


Seamen. 


Captain  Inglefield. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rainy,  Mailer.  „ 

Mr.  Robert  Bayles,  Midfhipman. 

Mr.  James  Clark,  Surgeon’s  Mate. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  Captain’s  Coxfwain. 

John  Gregory,  Quarter-Mailer. 

Thomas  Matthews,  Quarter-Mailer,  died  in  the  boat,  the  day  before  they  faw 
land. 

Names  of  the  Officers  left  in  the  Ship,  ami fuppofed  to  h state  perifhed. 


John  Jordan, 

- Trelev 

George  Lindfay- 

- Scott, 

Breton, 


’ 

ven,  2  I 

dfay,  3  >  Lieutenants. 


4 

5 


John  Bell,  Captain  of  Marines. 
Thomas  Hunter,  Purfer. 

Williamfon,  Surgeon. 


Medi's." 


'Dobfon, 
Warden, 
Hay, 
Everhart, 
Min  111  aw, 
Sampfon, 
Lindfay, 

'  Chalmers, 
Thomas, 

,  Young, 


l  Mates  and  Mid- 
ff  lhipmen. 


Thomas  Wood,  Boatfwain. 

Charles  Penlarick,  Gunner. 

Allan  Woodriff,  Carpenter. 

Cor  red  Copy  of  the  Court  Martial  held  on  Captain  Inglefield. 

At  a  Court  Martial  afiembled,  and  held  on  board  his  Majelly’s  Ihip  the  War- 
fpite,  in  Portfmouth  Harbour,  on  Saturday  the  25th  day  of  January,  1783. 

PRESENT, 

Commodore  William  Hotham,  fecond  officer  in  the  command  of  his  Majelly’s 
ffiips  and  veflels,  at  Portfmouth  and  Spithead,  Prefident. 

CAPTAINS, 

J.  Elphinllon.  J.  Holloway.  S.  Marffiall. 

T.  Fitzherbert.  J.  T.  Duckworth.  S.  W.  Clayton. 

Hon.  W.  Cornwallis.  J.  Faulkner.  C.  Collingwood. 

S.  Reeve.  Hon.  P.  Bertie.  Hon.  J.  Luttrell. 

The  Court,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  from  the  Commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c.  dated  the 
2 ill  of  the  fame  month,  for  the  enquiry  into  the  caufe  and  circuniftances  of 
the  lofs  of  his  Majeily’s  late  Ihip  Centaur,  by  feveral  very  heavy  gales  of  wind, 
and  for  the  trial  of  Captain  John  Inglefield,  her  commander,  and  the  officers 
and  company  who  belonged  to  her,  at  the  time  Hue  was  left  finking,  on  the  24th 
of  September  laft,  in  lat.  48  deg.  3^  min.  and  longitude  43  deg.  20  min.  for 
their  conducl  upon  that  occalion,  having  proceeded  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  and 
circumllances  of  his  Majelly’s  faid  late  Ihip  the  Centaur,  and  to  try  the  faid 
Captain  Inglefield,  and  the  officers  and  people  who  belonged  to  her,  at  the  time 
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On  Cruelty  to  inferior  Animals  : 
Disqjj  i  sit  ion  II.  from  Dib- 
quifitions  on  leveral  Subjefts.  x 

MAN  is  that  link  of  the  chain 
of  univerfal  exiiience,  by 
which  fpiricual  and  corporeal  be¬ 
ings  are  united:  as  the  numbers 
and  var'ety  of  the  latter  his  infe¬ 
riors  are  almoft  infinite,  fo  pro¬ 
bably  are  thofe  of  the  former  his 
fuperiors ;  and  as  vve  fee  that  the 
lives  and  happinefs  of  thofe  be¬ 
low  us  are  dependent  on  our  wills, 
we  may  reafonabjy  conclude,  that 
our  lives,  and  happinefs  are  equal¬ 
ly  dependent  on  the  wills  of  thofe 
above  us;  accountable,  like  our- 
felves,  for  the  ufe  of  this  power, 
to  the  fupreme  Creator,  and  go¬ 
vernor  of  all  things.  Should  this 

c  O 

analogy  be  well  founded,  how  cri¬ 
minal  will  bur  account  appear, 
when  laid  before  that  jufl  and  im¬ 
partial  judge  !  How  will  man,  that 
fanguinary  tyrant,  be  able  to  ex- 
cufe  himielf  from  the  charge  of 
thofe  innumerable  cruelties  indic¬ 
ted  on  his  unoffending  iuhjecfs 
committed  to  his  care,  formed  for 
Kis  benefit,  and  placed  under  his 
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authority  by  their  com  men  Father? 
whofe  mercy  is  ov^r  all  his  works, 
and  who  experts  that  this  authority 
fhould  be  exercifed  not  only  with 
tendernefs  and  mercy,  but  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  laws  of  juftice  and 
gratitude. 

But  to  what  horrid  deviations 
from  thefe  benevolent  intentions 
are  we  daily  witneffes  !  No  fmall 
part  of  mankind  derive  their  chief 
amufements  from  the  deaths  and 
bufferings  of  inferior  animals  ;  a 
much  greater,  confider  them  only 
as  engines  of  wood,  or  iron,  ufe- 
ful  in  their  feveral  occupations. 
The  carman  drives  his  horfe,  and 
the  carpenter  his  nail,  by  repeat¬ 
ed  blows  ;  and  fo  long  as  thefe 
produce  the  defired  effeft,  and 
they  both  go,  they  neither  refledl 
or  care  whether  either  of  them  have 
any  fenfe  of  feeling.  The  butcher 
knocks  down  the  ftately  ox  with 
no  more  compaffion  than  the  blacks 
fmith  hammers  a  horfe-fhoe ;  and 
plunges  his  knife  into  the  throat 
of  the  innocent  lamb,  with  as 
little  relu&anceas  the  taylor  flicks 
Iris  needle  into  the  collar  of  a 
coat* 


file  was  fo  left  as  above-mentioned,  for  their  ccnduft  upon  that  occafton  accord¬ 
ingly;  and  having  heard  the  Narrative  of  the  faid  Captain  Inglefield,  and  ex¬ 
amined  the  officers  and  men  prefect,  and  maturely  and  deliberately  coniidered 
-the  whole,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Captain  John  Inglefield  acquitted  him- 
felf  as  a  cool,  refolute,  and  experienced  officer,  and  was  well  bupported  by  his 
officers  and  Ihip’s  company,  their  united  exertions  appearing  to  have  been  fo 
great  and  manly,  as  to  r  die  ft  the  higheft  honour  upon  the  whole,  and  to  leave  the 
deepeft  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  this  court,  that  more  could  not  poffibly  harffi 
been  done,  to  preferve  his  Majefty’s  late  fhip  the  Centaur,  from  her  melaneholy 
fate ;  the  court  doth  therefoie  adiudge,  that' the  faid  Captain  John  Inglefield,  his 
officers,  and  company,  be  acquitted  of  all  blame,  on  account  of  the  lots  of  his 
Majefty’s  faid  late  ffiip  Centaur,  and  they  are  hereby  acquitted  accordingly. 


W.  Hotham. 

J.  Elphinfton. 
J.  Faulkner. 

T.  Fitzherbert. 
R.  Bertie. 


W.  Cornwallis. 
S.  Marffiali. 

S'.  Reeve. 

S.  W.  Clayton. 


J.  Holloway. 

C  Collingwood. 
J.  T.  Duck  worth  - 
J.  Luttrell. 


W.  A.  Bettefworth,  Judge  Advocate  on  the  occafiom 
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tion  :  but  we  mnv  be  allured,  that 


If  there  are  fome  few,  who, 
formed  in  a  fofter  mould,  view 
with  pity  the  bufferings  of  thefe 
defencelefs  creatures,  there  is 
fcarce  one  who  entertains  the  lea  It 
idea,  that  juftice  or  gratitude  can 
be  due  to  their  merits,  or  their 
fervices.  The  focial  and  friendly 
dog  is  hanged  without  remorfe, 
if,  by  barking  in  defence  of  his 
mailer’s  perfon  and  property,  he 
happens  unknowingly  to  dillurb 
his  reft  :  the  generous  horfe,  who 
has  carried  his  ungrateful  mailer 
for  many  years  with  eafe,  and 
fafetv,  worn  out  with  age  and  in¬ 
firmities  contra&ed  in  his  fervice, 
is  by  him  condemned  to  end  his 
miferable  days  in  a  dull  -  cart,  where 
the  more  he  exerts  his  little  re¬ 
mains  of  fpirit,  the  more  he  is 
whipped,  to  fave  his  llupid  driver 
the  troubleof  whipping  fome  other, 
lefs  obedient  to  the  lafh.  Some¬ 
times,  having  been  taught  the 
pradlice  of  many  unnatural  and 
ufelefs  feats  in  a  riding-houfe,  he 
is  at  lall  turned  out,  and  confign- 
ed  to  the  dominion  of  a  hackney- 
coachman,  by  whom  he  is  every 
day  correded  for  performing  thofe 
tricks,  which  he  has  learned  un¬ 
der  fo  long  and  fevere  a  difeipline. 
The  lluggilh  bear,  in  contradic¬ 
tion  to  his  nature,  is  taught  to 
dance,  for  the  diverlion  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  mob,  by  placing  red-hot 
irons  under  his  feet:  and  the  ma- 
jeftic  bull  is  tortured  by  every 
mode,  which  malice  can  invent, 
for  no  offence,  but  that  he  is  gen¬ 
tle,  and  unwilling  to  affail  his 
diabolical  tormentors.  Thefe, 
with  innumerable  other  ads  of 
cruelty,  injuftice,  and  ingratitude, 
are  every  day  committed,  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  without  cen- 
fure,  and  even  without  obferva- 


they  cannot  finally  pafs  away  un¬ 
noticed,  and  unretaliated. 

The  laws  of  felf-defence  un¬ 
doubtedly  juftify  us  in  deftroying 
thofe  animals  who  would  deitroy 
us,  who  injure  out  properties,  or 
annoy  our  perfons ;  but  not  even 
thefe,  whenever  their  fituation  in¬ 
capacitates  them  from  hurting  us. 
I  know  of  no  right  which  we  have 
to  fhoot  a  bear  on  an  inacceffible 
illand  of  ice,  or  an  eagle  on  the 
mountain’s  top ;  whofe  lives  can¬ 
not  injure  us,  nor  deaths  procure 
us  any  benefit.  We  are  unable  to 
give  life,  and  therefore  ought  not 
wantonly  to  take  iLaway  from  the 
meaneft  infed,  without  iufficient 
reafon ;  they  all  receive  it  from 
the  fame  benevolent  hand  as  our- 
felves,  and  have  therefore  an  equal 
right  to  enjoy  it. 

God  has  been  pleafed  to  create 
numberlefs  animals  intended  for 
our  fuftenance  ;  and  that  they  are 
fo  intended,  the  agreeable  flavour 
of  their  flefh  to  our  palates,  and 
the  vvholefome  nutriment  which  it 
adminifters  to  our  ftomachs,  are 
fufficient  proofs:  thefe,  as  they  a-re 
formed  for  our  ufe,  propagated  by 
our  culture,  and  fed  by  our  care, 
we  have  certainly  a  right  to  de¬ 
prive  of  life,  becaufe  it  is  given 
and  preferved  to  them  on  that  con¬ 
dition;  but  this  fhould  always  be 
performed  with  all  the  tendernefs 
and  compaffion  which  fo  difagree- 
able  an  office  will  permit;  and  no 
circumftances  ought  to  be  omitted, 
which  can  render  their  executions 
as  quick  and  eafy  as  poffible.  For 
this.  Providence  has  wifely  and 
benevolently  provided,  by  forming 
them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  their 
flefh  becomes  rancid  and  unpalat¬ 
able  by  a  painful  and  lingering 
M  4*  death  5 
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death  ;  and  has  thus  compelled  us 
to  be  merciful  without  companion, 
and  cautious  of  their  fuifering,  for 
the  fake  of  ourfelves:  but,  if  there 
are  any  whole  taftes  are  fo  vitiat¬ 
ed,  and  vvhofe  hearts  are  fo  har¬ 
dened,  as  to  delight  in  fuch  inhu¬ 
man  facrifices,  and  to  partake  of 
them  without  remorfe,  they  fhould 
be  looked  upon  as  demons  in  hu¬ 
man  fhapes,  and  expert  a  retalia¬ 
tion  of  thofe  tortures  which  they 
haveinfli&ed  on  the  innocent,  for 
the  gratification  of  their  own  de¬ 
praved  and  unnatural  appetites* 

So  violent  are  the  palfions  of  an¬ 
ger  and  revenge  in  the  human 
bread,  that  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  men  fhould  profecute  their 
real  or  imaginary  enemies  with 
cruelty  and  malevolence;  but  that 
there  fhould  exifi  in  nature  a  being 
who  can  receive  pleafure  from  giv¬ 
ing  pain*  would  be  totally  incre¬ 
dible,  if  we  were  not  convinced, 
by  melancholy  experience,  that 
there  are  not  only  many,  but  that 
this  unaccountable  difpofition  is 
in  fome  manner  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  man  ;  for,  as  he  cannot 
be  taught  by  example,  nor  led  to 
it  by  temptation,  or  prompted  to 
it  by  inte'reft,  it  mud  be  derived 
from  his  native  conrtitution  ;  and 
is  a  remarkable  confirmation  of 
what  revelation  fo  frequently  in¬ 
culcates— —that  he  brings  info  the 
world  with  him  an  original  depra¬ 
vity,  the  eifeds  of  a  fallen  and 
degenerate  date;  in  proof  of 
which  we  need  only  obferve,  that 
the  nearer  he  approaches  to  a  date 
of  nature,  the  more  predominant 
this  difpofition  appears,  and  the 
more  violently  it  operates.  We 
fee  children  laughing  at  the  mi- 
feries  which  they  indidt  on  every 
unfortunate  animal  which  comes 
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within  their  power:  all  favage? 
are  ingenious  in  contriving,  and 
happy  in  executing  the  mod  ex- 
quifite  tortures ;  and  the  common 
people  of  all  countries  are  de¬ 
lighted  with  nothing  fo  much  as 
bull-baitings,  prize-fightings,  ex¬ 
ecutions,  and  all  fpedacles  of  cru¬ 
elty  and  horror.  Though  civili¬ 
zation  may  in  fome  degree  abate 
this  native  ferocity,  it  can  never 
^uite  extirpate  it  ;  the  mod  po¬ 
liced  are  not  afhamed  to  be  pleafed 
with  feenes  of  Tittle  Iefs  ba.barity, 
and,  to  the  difgrace  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  to  dignify  them  with  the 
fiame  of  fports.  They  arm  cocks 
with  artificial  weapons,  which  na¬ 
ture  had  kindly  denied  to  theiV 
malevolence,  and  with  fhouts  of 
applaufe  and  triumph,  fee  them 
plunge  them  into  each  other’s 
hearts:  they  view  with  delight  the 
trembling  deer  and  defencelefs 
hare,  dying  for  hours  fin  the  ut- 
mod  agonies  of  terror  and  defpair, 
and  at  lad,  dnking  under  fatigue, 
devoured  by  their  mercilefs  pur- 
fuers :  they  fee  with  joy  the  beau¬ 
tiful  pheafant  and  harinlefs  par¬ 
tridge^  drop  from  their  dight, 
weltering  in  their  blood,  or  per¬ 
haps  perifhing  with  wounds  and 
hunger,  under  the  cover  of  fome 
friendly  thicket  to  which  they 
have  in  vain  retreated  for  fafety  : 
they  triumph  over  the  unfurpedU 
ing  fifh,  whom  they  have  decoyed 
by  an  inddious  pretence  of  feeding, 
and  drag  him  from  his  native 
element  by  a  hook  fixed  to  and 
tearing  out  his  entrails:  and,  to 
add  to  all  this,  they  fpare  neither 
labour  nor  expence  to  preferve  and 
propagate  thefe  innocent  animals, 
for  no  other  end,  but  to  multiply 
tke  ohjedls  of  their  perfecution. 
What  name  fhould  ’we  bedow 
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on  a  fuperior  Being,  whofe  whole 
endeavours  were  employed,  and 
whole  whole  pleafure  confided  in 
terrifying,  enfnaring*  tormenting, 
and  deftroying  mankind  ?  whole 
fuperior  faculties  wereexerted  in  fo¬ 
menting  animofities  among!!  them* 
in  contriving  engines  of  deduc¬ 
tion,  and  inciting  them  to  ufe 
them  in  maiming  and  murdering 
each  other  ?  whofe  power  over  them 
was  employed  in  affilling  the  ra¬ 
pacious,  deceiving  the  fimple,  and 
oppreffing  the  innocent  ?  who 
without  provocation  or  advantage 
fhould  continue,  from  day  to  day, 
void  of  all  pity  and  remorfe*  thus 
to  torment  mankind  for  diverfion, 
and  at  the  fame  time  endeavour 
with  his  utmoft  care  to  preferve 
their  lives,  and  to  propagate  their 
fpecies,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
number  of  victims  devoted  to  his 
malevolence,  and  be  delighted  in 
proportion  to  the  miferies  which 
he  occafioned  ?  I  fay,  what  name 
deteftable  enough  could  we  find 
for  fuch  a  Being?  Yet,  if  we 
impartially  confider  the  cafe,  and 
our  intermediate  fituation,  we 
mull  acknowledge,  that,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  inferior  animals,  jult  fuch 
a  Being  is  a  fportfman. 


Some  Account  of  the  Rife  and  De- 
fcent  of  the  EmpYefs  Catharine, 
Wife  of  Czar  Peter  I.  ;  and  alfo 
of  the  Rife  of  Prince  MenzikofF: 
extracted  from  the  Memoirs  of 
Peter  Henry  Bruce,  Efq.  a  Mi¬ 
litary  Officer  in  the  Services  of 
Prujfia ,  Rujffia ,  and  Grcat-Bri - 
tain * 

SH  E  was  born  at  Runghen,  a 
fmall  village  in  Livonia,  of 
very  poor  parents,  who  were  only 


boors,  or  vaflals  ;  her  father  and 
mother  dying,  left  her  very  young 
in  great  want  j  the  parilh-clerk, 
out  of  compafiion,  took  her  home 
to  his  houfe,  where  Ihe  learnt  to 
read*  Dr.  Glack,  minifter  of  Ma- 
rienburgh,  feeing  her  there,  en¬ 
quired  of  the  clerk  who  Ihe  was  5 
and  being  informed  Ihe  was  a  poor 
orphan  he  had  taken  irlto  his  houfe 
out  of  charity,  what  from  a  wifh 
to  relieve  the  poor  clerk  from  a 
burthen  he  was  not  well  able  to 
fupport,  and  a  liking  to  the  little 
orphan,  the  doctor  took  her  home 
to  his  houfe,  notwithstanding  he 
had  a  numerous  family  of  his  own. 
Here  her  company  and  opportu¬ 
nities  for  improvement  were  bet¬ 
ter,  and  her  deportment  fuch, 
that  Ihe  became  equally  elleemed 
by  the  dodor,  his  wife,  and  chil¬ 
dren  ;  her  Heady,  diligent,  and 
careful  attention  to  all  their  do- 
mellic  concerns,  ingratiated  her 
fo  much  with  the  doctor  and  his 
wife,  that  they  made  no  diftindion 
between  her  and  their  own  chil¬ 
dren*  She  ever  after  fhewed  her 
acknowledgment  with  the  utmoft 
gratitude,  in  richly  providing  for 
all  thofe  who  could  lay  claim  to 
any  alliance  to  the  dodor’s  fa¬ 
mily  ;  nor  did  Ihe  forget  her  firft 
benefador,  the  clerk  of  Rughen. 
In  this  happy  fituation  Ihe  grew 
up  to  woman,  when  a  Livonian 
ferjeant,  in  the  Swedilh  feryice, 
fell  paffionately  in  love  with  her  ; 
Hie  likewile  liking  him,  agreed  to 
marry  him,  provided  it  could  be 
done  with  the  dodor’s  confenr, 
who,  upon  enquiry  into  the  man’s 
charader,  finding  it  unexception¬ 
able,  readily  gave  it.  The  mar¬ 
riage  day  was  appointed,  and,  in¬ 
deed  came,  when  a  fudden  order 
came  to  the  ferjeant  that  very 

morning. 
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morning,  to  march  dire&ly  with 
a  detachment  for  Riga,  who  was 
thereby  difappointed  from  ever 
enjoying  his  lovely  bride.  Soon 
after  this.  General  Baur,  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  came  before  the 
town  and  took  it,  in  the  year  1702, 
when  all  the  inhabitants  were 
made  prifoners,  and  among  the 
reil  this  lovely  bride.  In  the  pro- 
inifcuous  croud,  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  and  bathed  in  tears  at  her 
unhappy  fate,  the  general  obferv- 
ing  her,  faw  a  je  ne  fcai  quoi  in 
her  whole  appearance,  which  at¬ 
tracted  him  fo  much,  that  he  afked 
her  feveral  queftions  about  her 
iituation  ;  to  which  fhe  made  an- 
fwers  with  more  fenfe  than  is 
ufual  in  perfons  of  her  rank  ;  he 
defired  her  not  to  be  afraid, 
for  he  would  take  care  of  her,  and 
pave  immediate  orders  for  her 

i->  .  ... 

fafetv  and  reception  into  his  houb, 
of  which  he  gave  her  the  whole 
charge  with  authority  over  all 
his  fervants,  by  whom  (lie  was 
very  much  beloved  from  her  man¬ 
ner  of  uling  them  ;  the  general 
afterwards  often  faid,  his  houfe 
was  never  fo  well  managed  as 
when  (he  was  with  him. 

Prince  MenzikofF,  who  was  his 
patron,  feeing  her  one  day  at  the 
general’s,  oblerved  fomething  very 
extraordinary  in  her  air  and  man¬ 
ner,  and  enquiring  who  (lie  was, 
and  on  what  footing  fhe  ferved 
him,  the  general  told  him  what 
has  been  already  related,  and  with 
due  encomiums  on  the  merits  of 
her  conduit  in  his  houfe :  the 
prince  laid  fuch  a  perfon  would 
|>eof  great  confequence  to  him,  for 
tie  was  then  very  ill  ferved  in  that 
refped;  to  which  the  general  re¬ 
adied,  he  was  under  too  many 
obligations  to  his  highnefs  to  have 


it  in  his  power  to  refufe  him  any 
thing  he  had  a  mind  to,  and  im¬ 
mediately  calling  for  Catharine, 
told  her,  that  was  Prince  Menzi¬ 
kofF,  and  that  he  had  occafion  for 
a  fervant  like  herfelf,  and  that 
the  prince  had  it  much  more  in 
his  power  to  be  a  friend  to  her 
than  he  had,  adding,  that  he  had 
too  great  a  regard  for  her  to 
prevent  her  receiving  fuch  a  piece 
of  honour  and  good  fortune.  She 
anfwered  only  by  a  profound 
courtefy,  which  (hewed,  if  not  her 
con  lent,  that  it  was  not  then  in 
her  power  to  refufe  the  offer  that 
was  made  :  in  fliort,  the  prince 
took  her  home  the  fame  day,  and 
fhe  lived  with  him  till  the  year 
1704,  when  the  czar,  one  day 
dining  with  the  prince,  happened 
to  fee  her,  and  {poke  to  her ;  fhe 
made  a  yet  Wronger  imprefiion  on 
that  monarch,  who  would  like- 
wife  have  her  to  be  his  fervant; 
from  whence  fhe  rofe  to  be  Em* 
prefs  of  B.uflia. 

As  Prince  MenzikofF  was  alfo 
a  perfon  raifed  from  a  very  low 
degree,  I  was  told  the  following 
circu m dances  of  his  rife.  He  was 
born  of  gentle,  but  very  poor  pa¬ 
rents  ;  and  they  dying  left  him, 
very  young,  without  any  educa¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  nor  ever 
did  he  to  the  day  of  his  death  ; 
his  poverty  obliged  him  to  feek 
fervice  in  Mofcow,  where  he  was 
taken  into  the  houfe  of  a  paftry- 
cook;  who  employed  him  in  cry¬ 
ing  minced-pies  about  the  flreets  ; 
and  having  a  good  voice,  he  alfo 
furrg  ballads;  whereby  he  was  fo 
generally  known,  that  he  bad  ac- 
cefs  into  all  thegentlemen’s  houfes. 
The  czar,  by  invitation,  was  to 
dine  one  day  at  a  boyar’s,  or  lord’s 
-  .  houfe. 
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houfe,  and  Menzikoff  happening 
to  be  in  the  kitchen  that  day,  ob- 
ferved  the  boyar  giving  directions 
to  his  cook  about  a  difh  of  meat 
he  faid  the  czar  was  fond  of,  and 
took  notice  that  the  boyar  himfeif 
put  fome  kind  of  powder  in  it,  by¬ 
way  of  fpice  ;  taking  particular 
notice  of  what  meat  that  difh  was 
compofedj  he  took  himfeif  away, 
to  fing  his  ballads,  and  kept  faun- 
tering  in  the  ftreet  till  the  czar 
arrived,  when  exalting  his  voice, 
his  majefty  took  notice  of  it,  fent 
for  him,  and  afked  him  if  he 
would  fell  his  bafket  with  the  pies: 
the  boy  replied,  he  had  power 
only  to  fell  the  pies,  as  for  the 
bafket  he  mull  firft  afk  his  maker’s 
leave,  but  as  every  thing  belonged 
to  his  majefty,  he  needed  only  lay 
his  commands  upon  him.  This 
reply  pleafed  the  czar  fo  much, 
that  he  ordered  Alexander  to  ftay 
and  attend  him,  which  he  obeyed 
,  with  great  joy.  Menzikeft  waited 
behind  the  czar’s  chair  at  dinner, 
and  feing  the  before  mentioned 
difh  ferved  up  and  placed  before 
him,  in  a  whifper  begged  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  not  to  eat  thereof :  the  czar 
went  into  another  room  with  the 
boy,  and  afked  his  reafon  for  what 
he  had  whifpered  to  him,  when 
he  informed  his  majefty  what  he 
had  obferved  in  the  kitchen,  and 
the  boyar’s  putting  in  the  powder 
himfeif,  without  the  cook’s  per¬ 
ceiving  him,  made  him  fufpedl 
that  difh  in  particular;  he  there¬ 
fore  thought  it  his  duty  to  put  his 
majefty  upon  his  guard.  The 
czar  returned  to  table  without  the 
leak  difcompofure  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  and  with  his  ufual  chear- 
fulnefs  ;  the  boyar  recommended 
this  difh  to  him,  faying,  it  was 
very  good  ;  the  czar  ordered  the 


boyar  to  fit  down  by  him,  for  it 
is  a  cullom  in  Mofcovv  for  the 
maker  of  the  houfe  to  wait  at 
table  vVhen  he  entertains  his 
friends,  and  putting  fome  of  it  on 
a  plate,  deftred  him  to  eat  and 
fhew  him  a  good  example.  The 
boyar,  with  the  utmoft  confufion, 
replied,  that  it  did  not  become 
the  fervant  to  eat  with  his  maker; 
whereupon  the  plate  was  let  down 
to  a  dog,  who  loon  difpatched  its 
contents,  which,  in  a  very  lhort 
time,  threw  him  into  convulfions, 
and  foon  deprived  him  of  life:  the 
dog, being  opened,  ihe  efFedt  of 
the  poifon  was  clearly  difcovered, 
and  the  boyar  was  immediately  fe- 
cured,  but  was  found  next  morn¬ 
ing  dead  in  his  bed,  which  pre¬ 
vented  all  farther  difcovery. 

MenzikofPs  remarkable  intro¬ 
duction  foon  gained  him  credit 
and  confidence  with  his  royal 
maker,  which,  from  being  one  of 
the  meaneft  an,d  pooreft,  raifed  him 
to  be  one  of  the  richeft  fubjedts 
in  the  Ruffian  empire  ;  he  was 
not  only  dignified  with  the  title  of 
a  prince  in  Rufiia,  but  alfo  de¬ 
clared  a  prince  of  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire.  He  was  rail,  weil-lhaped, 
very  handfome  in  his  perfon,  and 
of  great  penetration:  he  acted  as 
vice-czar  at  the  imperial  court, 
the  czar  himfeif  appearing  at  all 
public  meetings  as  a  private  per¬ 
fon,  attended  by  two  fervants  at 
moll,  and,  inftead  of  pleafing  him¬ 
feif  with  the  pomp  of  grandeur^ 
his  delight  was  the  improvement 
of  his  empire,  which  he  vifited 
every  where  in  perfon. 


Some  Account  of  the  Bay  and  City 
of  Sorrento,  and  of  the  Ruins  of 
the  Surrentinum  or  Villa  of  Pol- 
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lias  at  Capo  di  Paolo  extr ailed 
from  Travels  into  the  Two  Sici¬ 
lies*  by,  Henry  Swinburne,  Efq. 

\ 

ON  doubling  the  next  pro- 
jedlmg  rocks*  we  entered  the 
Spacious  bay  of  Sorrento,  three 
miles  wide.  A  femicircular  chain 
of  woody  mountains  inclofes  a 
lich  and  beautiful  plain,  rather 

x  * 

loping  towards  the  fea,  full  of 
white  buildings  peeping  out  of  the 
groves,.  This  half- moon  termi¬ 
nates  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  fea, 
fey  a  bold  coa-i  of  blank  perpendi¬ 
cular  rocks.  It  probably  formed 
a  portion  of  a  circle,  half  of  which 
broke  off  and  funk  into  the  waves. 
This  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
cafe-,  and  that  the  whole  was  once 
the  crater  of  a  volcano.  All  the 
foil;  of  the  plain  is  cineritious,  and 
its  rocks  a  rtrong  blue  lava,  except 
near  the  call  end,  where  they  are 
©f  a  fcfter  piperino  kind.  The 
encircling  mountains  arecompofed 
©f  regular  calcareous  layers,  that 
do  not  join  or  intermix  in  the  lead 
with  the  others,  but  are  broken 
©IK  abruptly  all  round,  as  if  a  place 
had  been  fcooped  out  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  heterogeneous  mafs, 
fifing  fuddenly  out  of  the  bofom 
&f  the  earth  or  waters.  Many  of 
thefe  limeftone  rocks  are  twilled, 
as  it  were,,  into  ropes,  exactly  in 
die  fame  manner  as  fome  Vefuvian 
lavas-;  they  have  befides  fo  many 
peculiarities,  that  correfpond  with 
thofe  of  the  productions  of  burn¬ 
ing  mountains,  that  were  it  not 
direftly  repugnant  to  the  common 
fyitems  ot  philofophy,  which  de¬ 
ckle  all  calcareous  fubilances  to  be 
a  fediment  of  the  ocean,  I  Ihould 
be  tempted  to  believe,  that  lire 

*  Zephyro  Surre 
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had  a  greater  fhare  in  the  format 
tion  of  thefe  rocks  than  is  gene¬ 
rally  allowed.  The  materials  of 
the  lower  grounds  are  beyond 
doubt  volcanical ;  however,  I  am 
confident  that,  as  yet,  we  are  but 
imperfedlly  acquainted  with  the 
powers  of  fire,  and  the  metamor- 
Ph  ofes  it  is  capable  of  producing. 
As  we  have  difcovered,  that  the 
fumes  of  fulphuf  and  vitriol  can 
change  hard  black  lava  into  foft 
white  clay,  perhaps  vve  may  find 
out*  that  fome  other  operation  of 
natural  chymillry  can  convert  fub- 
ftances  into  limellone. 

I  landed  at  Sorrento*  a  city 
placed  on  the  very  brink  of  the 
Jlleep  rocks  that  overhang  the  bay, 
in  a  moll  enchanting  fkuation.  It 
contains  fifteen  thoufand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  half  the  population  of  the 
whole  plain.  The  fireets  are  nar¬ 
row;  but  this  is  no  inconvenience 
in  a  warm  climate,  where  carri¬ 
ages  are  not  u fed, 'nor  any  com¬ 
munication  with  the  metropolis 
pra&icable  by  land.  Of  all  the 
places  in  the  kingdom,  this  is 
blelt  with  the  moll  delightful  cli¬ 
mate.  It  was  renowned  for  it  in 
ancient  times :  Silius  ItaJicus  ex¬ 
tols  its  foft  and  whole  fome  ze¬ 
phyrs  *.  At  prefent  it  enjoys 
fhady  groves,  excellent  water, 
fruit,  fifh,  milk,  butter,  the  fineflp 
veal  in  the  world,  good  wine,  and 
almoll  every  necefiary  of  life  at  an 
eafy  rate.  Mountains  fcreen  it 
from  the  hot  autumnal  blalls. 
The  temper  of  the  inhabitants  is 
faid  to  referable  the  climate  in 
mildnefs.  A  few  infcriptions  and 
refervoirs  of  water  are  all  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  antiquity  it  can  fhew.  It 
derives  its  name  from  the  refidence 

:um  molle  falubri* 
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or  worfhip  of  the  Syrens  * * * §.  In 
this  bay,  the  Prince  of  Salerno, 
fon  to  Charles  the  Fir  ft,  was,  in 
1283,  taken  prifoner  by  Lauria, 
the  admiral  of  Peter  of  Aragon  : 
a  naval  victory  that  infured  the 
polfeftion  of  Sicily  to  the  conque¬ 
rors,  Here  Torquatus  TalTo  drew 
his  ftrft  breath  in  1544:  a  bard 
undoubtedly  intitled  to  rank:  in 
the  foremoit  line  of  modern  poets, 
notwithftanding  the  farcafm  of 
Boileau  f ,  who,  from  his  igno- 
_  ranee  of  the  Italian  language,  and 
the  coldnefs  of  his  heart,  was  a 
very  improper  judge  of  the  flights 
of  genius.  In  1558,  the  Turks 
Tacked  this  city,  and  carried  off 
twelve  thoufand  captives ;  but, 
preferring  money  to  fuch  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  flave$,  they  Tent  to  Naples 
to  afk  a  ranfom.  Diftruft,  con- 
iiernation,  or  infenfibility,  caufed 
their  offer  to  be  rejetted,  and  the 
infidels  Tailed  away  with  their  pri- 
foners.  Soon  after,  by  an  att  of 
generosity  Farce  to  be  paralleled 
in  any  hiftory,  the  remaining  Sor- 
rentines  fold  their  lands  and  goods, 
and  redeemed  their  fellow  citizens. 
Had  fuch  an  effort  been  made  by 
Greeks  or  Romans,  it  would  have 
been  a  common-place  example  for 
fchool-boys,  and  every  differtator, 
ancient  and  modern,  would  have 
enlarged  with  enthufiafm  on  this 
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trait  of  heroifm;  but  at  Sorrento 
it  is  fcarce  remembered,  and,  I 
believe,  it  is  entirely  forgotten  in 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  I  conti¬ 
nued  my  coafting  voyage  to  Capo 
di  Terra,  or  Puolo,  the  point  that 
divides  the  bay  of  Sorrento  from 
that  of  Maffa  J.  Here  are  the 
ruins  of  a  villa  mentioned  in  Sta¬ 
tius’s  Sylvse:  it  belonged  to  Pol- 
lius  Faelix,  whofe  name  is  ftili 
preferved  in  the  modern  appella¬ 
tion.  I  admired  the  exattnefs 
with  which  the  poet  has  deferibed 
the  fpot  ;  for  however  altered  and 
disfigured  the  minuter  features 
may  be,  the  great  outlines  of  the 
place  are  ftili  difcernable.  On  the 
very  extremity  of  the  cape,  im¬ 
pending  over  the  fea,  hands  a 
row  of  vaulted  chambers,  before 
which  appear  the  veftiges  of  a 
portico  §,  or  hall.  Its  form  is  that 
of  an  obtufe  angle.  Thefe  rooms 
commanded  a  double  view:  one 
of  Sorrento  and  Vefuvius;  the Jj 
other,  of  Naples  **,  Puzzoli,  and 
Ilchiaf  f.  Part  of  the  painting  re¬ 
mains  upon  the  walls.  Behind 
thefe  buildings,  the  promontory 
narrows  into  an  ifthmus,  pierced 
in  the  middle  with  a  deep  round 
bafon,  into  which  the  fea  has  ac- 
cefs  by  a  paffage  under  the  roci$s. 
As  the  waves  have  no  force  left 


*  Surenetum. 

f  Le  clinquant  du  Taffe  a  tout  for  de  Virgile, 
Prefers  Tafi'o’s  tinfel  to  Virgil’s  gold, 
j  Eft  inter  notus  Syrenum  nomine  muros, 

Saxaque  Tyrrhense  templis  ornata  Minervse. 

§  Per  obliquas  erepit  porticus  arces 

Urbis  opus,  iongoque  domat  l'axa  afpera  dorfo. 

|  Una  Diaetis 

Parthenopen  diretto  limite  pond. 

**  Ingerit 

Celfa  Dicarchaei  fpeculatrix  villa  profim-f. 
f  f  Hsec  videt  Inarimen,  illi  Prochyta  afpera  paret. 
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when  they  enter  it,  and  its  open¬ 
ing  is  furrounded  by  ruins,  this 
was  no  doubt  the  fituation  of  the 
baths* * * §.  Three  arched  conduits 
brought  frefh  water  to  them  f 
from  a  large  refervoir  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  ;  high  rocks,  co¬ 
vered  with  olive-trees,  defend  J 
this  place  from  the  boiflerous  fci- 
roccc,  and  boats  find  a  fafe  retreat 
in  a  circular  creek,  which  divides 
the  cape  into  two  peninfulas 
From  hence  I  failed  along  the 
woody  coafl  of  Mafia,  a  diocele 
without  a  town;  for  all  the  dwell- 
ing-houfes  are  dilperfed  in  final! 
cl  alters  along  the  verdant  decli¬ 
vity.  We  lay  upon  our  o^rs  a 
few  hours  to  take  feme  refrefli- 
ment,  and  then  failed  to  Naples, 
tvhere  we  arrived  by  moonlight. 
The  evening  was  warm  and  mild, 
and  the  fea  fmooth  as  glals;  the 
lights  of  the  fifii- markets  reflected 

O 

on  its  fur  face,  formed  a  molt 
fplendid  illumination. 


Some  Accoimt  of  the  French  African 
Illands ;  from  Travels  into  Eu¬ 
rope,  Aha,  and  A  Inca. 

H  E  ifland  of  Mauritius  is 
£  fituated  in  the  20th  degree 
of  fouth  latitude,  and  56  ealt  lon¬ 
gitude  from  London.  It  is  of  a 


circular  figure,  mountainous  in 
the  centre,  and  fiat  around  the 
coaft,  containing  about  ico,ooo 
Englifh  acres.  The  foil  i«  light 
and  but  unkindly,  of  a  brick  co¬ 
lour,  and  in  fome  parts  itrongly 
impregnated  with  iron  ore.  There 
are  fome  large  rivers  which  rife 
at  the  bottom,  or  in  the  fides  of 
the  mountains.  There  is  not 
above  one  fifth  part  of  the  country 
under  cultivation,  the  remaining 
four  being  mountainous  or  filled 
with  woods.  There  is  on  thi-s 
ifland  fome  good  building  timber, 
and  a  great  deal  of  yellow,  black, 
and  party-coloured  ebony.  This 
laft  fpecies  of  ebony  is  reckoned  to 
be  ot  value,  and  is  never  burnt, 
as  the  others  frequently  are. — - 
There  is  a  finelling  manufactory 
for  the  iron  ore,  and  fome  powder 
mills.  There  are  in  Mauritius 
two  or  three  fugar-plantations, 
feveral  coffee-plantations,  and  it 
has  produced  very  good  cotton  and 
indigo  :  it  is  indeed  to  thefe  two 
laft-mentioned  commodities  that 
the  foil  feems  beft  adapted.  All 
the  tropical  fruits,  plants,  and 
roots  are  raifed  here  ;  but  they  are 
neither  fo  luxuriant  nor  fo  highly 
flavoured  as  thofe  of  Bourbon,  nor 
fo  abundant  as  to  ferve  the  inha¬ 
bitants  four  months  in  the  year: 
their  fuppiies  for  about  ‘eight 


*  Gemiua  tedudine  fumant 
Balnea. 

•f  E  terris  occurrit  fluids  am  am 
Nympha  marl. 

|  Monti  intervernt  imum 

Liitus  et  in  terras  fcopulis  pendentifeus  exit. 

§  Placiflo  iunata  recelfu, 

Hinc  atque  hinc  curvas  prorumpunt  sequora  rupes-^ 

Ponimt  hie  lafla  furore  in 
AEquora. 

Nulloopie  tumultu 
Stagna  modeila  jacent, 

ftionths 
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months  in  twelve  come  from  Bour¬ 
bon,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Batavia,  and  Europe. 

The  fpicecies  of  Ceylon,  Am- 
boyna,  and  Banda,  promife  to 
fiourifh  in  this  ifland.  In  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Pamplemonfe,  the  king  of 
France  maintains,  at  a  confider- 
able  expence,  and  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  a  fpacious  botanical  garden, 
divided  into  four  parts,  reprefent- 
ing  the  great  quarters  of  the  earth; 
in  which  the  trees,  fhrubs,  plants, 
Bowers,  herbs,  roots,  &c.  of  each 
are  refpedftively  planted ;  pieces 
of  wood  being  fixed  in  the  ground 
by  each,  deferibing  its  name,  na¬ 
tive  country  and  qualities.  In 
this  garden  cinnamon  and  cloves 
thrive  amazingly.  All  around  the 
ifland  (except  fmall  inlets  oppofite 
to  fome  bays)  at  a  tolerable  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore,  there  is  a 
reef  of  coral  rock,  which  {belters 
the  intermediate  fpace  of  water, 
makes  it  quite  fmooth  and  ferene, 
and  prevents  the  formation  of 
fuch  heavy  furges  as,  rolling  and 
breaking  on  the  fhore,  might 
render  landing  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable. 

The  fields  and  woods  abound 
with  deer,  hares,  rabbits,  and 
flying  game.  The  inhabitants  are 
remarkable  for  their  hofpitality, 
and  the  ladies  who  are  natives  of 
this  ifland  for  their  beauty. 

Mauritius  is  the  metropolis  of 
the  French  African  iflands,  the 
chief  feat  of  government,  the  em¬ 
porium  of  commerce,  and  the  afy- 
]um  of  exiles  from  France.  The 
inhabitants  are  not  fo  independent 
in  their  circumftances,  nor  fo  eaf'y 
in  their  minds  as  thofe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  although  they  affeft  more 
d.ref's  and  gaiety,  and  have  better 
houfes  and  furniture.  Every  third 


perfon  you  meet,  of  a  fair  com¬ 
plexion,  wears  at  his  button-hole 
the  order  of  St.  Louis. 

As  the  pofition  of  the  town  of 
Port  Louis,  and  the  fortifications 
defending  the  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  are  well  known,  I  fhall  not 
give  any  particular  defeription  of 
them.  I  cannot,  however,  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  pradlice  of  warpin? 
fhips  into  that  port,  is  merely  a 
political  flratagem,  intended  to 
imprefs  the  world  with  a  notion 
that  it  is  of  the  moll  difficult  ac- 
cefs.  The  paftage  for  fhips  is 
clear  anc}  eafy,  and  every  after¬ 
noon  during  the  28  days  I  was 
there,  there  was  a  conftant  fteady 
and  brifk  gale  diredly  into  the 
harbour. 

The  ifland  of  Bourboti  is  fituated 
in  the  2 1  ft  degree  of  fouth  lati¬ 
tude,  and  54th  eaft  longitude  from 
London.  Its  figure  is  nearly  cir¬ 
cular.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  fpot 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  fo  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  nattrralifts  as 
this  ifland.  It  contains  three  high 
mountains,  which  are  often  feeo 
at  the  diftance  of  30  leagues  :  and 
are  the  higheft  land  I  ever  faw, 
except  the  Pike  of  Ten eri fie.  On 
the  fummit  of  one  of  thefe  moun¬ 
tains,  which  is  in  the  fouth-eaft 
quarter  of  the  ifland,  there  is  a 
volcano  which  frequently  emits 
fmoke,  flames,  and  afhes.  This 
volcano  exhibits  an  awful  but 
beautiful  profpedt  at  night,  when 
it  vomits  flames,  and  fills  the  fur- 
rounding  heavens  with  particles  of 
fire.  Of  the  three  mountains  of 
Bourbo9,  this  alone  is  barren 
an,d  uninhabited.  The  mountain 
.which  rs  reputed  the  higheft,  rifes 
in  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  and  to 
the  northward  of  it.  appears  a 
ridge  of  hills,  called  the  Fctlai/es , 
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onefide  of  which,  bold,  abrupt,  and 
fublime,  forms  a  itupendous  pre¬ 
cipice,  in  perpendicular  height  two 
thoufand  French  fathoms,  over¬ 
hanging  a  large  river  which  fome- 
times  glides  fmoothly  along,  and 
at  others  falls  in  rough  cafcades. 
In  refpeft  of  fize.  Bourbon  is 
nearly  equal  to  Mauritius.  The 
foil,  which  is  in  fome  parts  black, 
and  in  others  grey,  is  fuperla- 
tively  fruitful,  and  improves  in 
quality  in  proportion  as  it  ap¬ 
proaches  even  to  the  tops  of  emi¬ 
nences  and  mountains.  The 
windward  fide,  and  the  quarter  of 
St.  Lufan  on  the  eaft  fide,  are  level 
lands  watered  by  very  fine  rivers, 
particularly  the  great  River  d* A- 
bordy  which  precipitates  itfelf  into 
a  diftrift  the  moft  beautiful  of  the 
whole  ifland,  but  where  the  land¬ 
ing  from  the  fea  is  difficult  and 
full  of  danger. 

In  the  latitude  of  21  degrees 
this  ifland  produces  wheat,  cab¬ 
bages,  turneps,  carrots,  artichokes, 
peafe,  beans,  and  garden  fruits 
and  roots  equal  in  fiae  and  flavour 
to  any  I  ever  faw  in  Europe,  it 
produces  alfo  the  fugar-cane,  cof¬ 
fee,  cotton,  indigo,  and  all  Weft- 
India  fruits,  fuperior  to  anv  I  ever 
faw  in  any  of  the  American  iflands. 
Its  rice  is  not  inferior  to  that  of 
either  Carolina;  and  its  mangoes 
are  equal  to  any  in  Hindoftan. 
The  poultry  are  the  largeft  I  ever 
faw,  and  in  every  refpeci  excel 
thofe  of  all  other  countries. 

The  ladies  of  Bourbon  are  re¬ 
markably  tall,  and  elegantly  form¬ 
ed  ;  their,  complexions  beautifully 
red  and  white,  and  their  features 
the  moft  delicate  and  handfome 
that  can  be  imagined.  In  figure, 
complexion,  and  features  the  men 
referable  the  women,  only  that 


the  former  are  more  mufcular.— 
I  dwell  a  little  on  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  beauty  of  tiie  natives  of  the 
ifland  of  Bourbon,  becaufe  it  is  a 
very  lingular  circumftance,  to  find 
elegance  of  fhape,  delicacy  of  fea¬ 
tures,  and  bloom  of  complexion  iri 
the  torrid  zone. 

The  pafturage  of  this  ifland  is 
not  well  adapted  to  the  breed  of 
fheep,  but  it  abounds  with  goats, 
fraall  horned  cattle,  and  fmall 
hardy  horfes.  The  inhabitants  of 
Bourbon  are  ftill  more  hofpitable 
than  thofe  of  Mauritius.  They 
are  frank,  cheerful,  and  polite, 
with  more  fincerity*  Every  repaft 
begins  with  a  glafs  of  brandy,  and 
the  tables  are  plentiful  and  ele¬ 
gant,  being  furnifhed  with  but¬ 
cher’s  meat,  and  a  great  variety  of 
fowls,  fifh,  and  vegetables. 

But  the  enjoyments  of  the  gay 
and  focial  inhabitants  of  this  en¬ 
chanting  ifle,  are  mixed  with  fuf- 
ferings  unknown  in  the  moft  bar¬ 
ren  and  inhofpitable  countries. 
Contented  and  happy  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  one  another,  they  might 
well  defpife  that  contempt  in 
which  they  are  held  by  the  poor 
noblejfe  of  Mauritius,  becaufe,  for- 
footh,  they  are  not,  in  general, 
of  noble  extraction  :  but  they 
fuller  leverer  misfortunes  in  that 
iron  government  under  which  they 
live;  the  depredations  of  their  re¬ 
bellious  runaway  Haves,  who  00 
cupy  fome  of  the  inacceflible 
mountains ;  but  above  all,  in 
thofe  frequent  hurricanes  which 
ravage  their  country  from  January 
to  April  or  May. 

The  diftance  from  Bourbon  to 
Mauritius  is  about  37  leagues, 
which  is  run  from  the  latter  to 
the /former  in  the  fpace  of  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  hours; 
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bat  to  return  to  Mauritius  from 
Bourbon  takes  up  a  month,  at  the 
lead  fourteen  days,  unlefs  in  the 
hurricane  feafon,  when  the  wind 
is  more  variable. 

The  Seyc’nell  or  Mane  i Hands  lie 
a  few  leagues  north-eaft  from  the 
north  end  of  Madagafcar.  The 
French  took  poffeflion-  of  them 
f.nce  the  Jail  war,  and  ftationed  in 
them  a  party  of  foldiers.  They 
were  before  uninhabited.  They 
yield  fome  tropical  provisions,  and 
a  great  many  turtle,  with  other 
Mu 

In  the  iiland  of  Seychell  there 
is  a  very  fafe  and  commodious 
deep  bay,  with  excellent  anchor¬ 
age,  where  fhips  may  wood  and 
water  with  great  eafe  and  fafety< 

At  a  very  fhort  diftance,  I  be¬ 
lieve  lets  than  a  league  from  the 
ifland  of  Seychell,  lies  that  of  Praf- 
line.  The  foil  of  each  is  repre- 
fented  as  excellent ;  the  land 
throughout  is  flat,  and  is  faid  to 
grow  fome  large  timber  proper 
for  building.  Thefe  iflands  are 
remarkable  for  producing  the  tree 
which  yields  a  kind  of  cocoa-nut 
reprefenting,  in  the  moll  ilriking 
manner,  the  figure  of  a  human 
breech,  thighs.  See.  having  a  foetid 
fmell  from  an  aperture  of  the  'fun¬ 
dament,  like  that  of  human  ex¬ 
crement.  The  Indians,  flruck 
with  this  refemblance,  formerly 
fet  an  enormous  value  upon  thefe 
nuts  ;  but  fince  the  French  traders 
furnifhed  the  market  with  them 
more  plentifully,  they  have  left 
much  of  their  eftimation,  together 
with  their  rarity.  As  thefe. iflands 
are  capable  of  railing  abundance  of 
proviflons,  fheep,  goats,  and  horned 
cattle,  a  fettlement  might  be  made 
on  them,  very  convenient  for  the 
Englifh  Eaft  India  Company,  if 
Vol,  XXV. 
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this  paflage  fhcul  l  !;  .1  adopted  by 
their  navigation  at  the:.,  f-nivns 

when  the  inner  paflage  bet. 
Madagafcar  and  die  continent  is 
impracticable. 


Some  Account  of  the  mof  capital 
Pictures  in  the  King  f  Spain’s* 
Palace  at  Madrid  :  tranjlatcd 
from  the  Spanilh  of  Sir  Anthony 
Raphael  Mengs,  Knt.frf  Pain¬ 
ter  to  his  Catholic  Majejly ,  by  John 
rj  albot  Dillon,  Knt.  and  Baron 
of  the  /acred  Roman  Empire. 

I  COULD  vvifh  that  all  the 
fine  pictures  difperfed  in  the 
different  royal  feats  were  united, 
and  formed  into  one  grand  collec¬ 
tion,  in  the  palace  at  Madrid,  and 
that  they  were  properly  arranged 
in  a  gallery,  worthy  of  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  monarch,  in  order 
to  addrefs  to  you  on  this  fubjeCl, 
an  eflay  on  the  art,  from  the  re¬ 
mote  times,  down  to  the  prefent, 
in  which  every  artift  we  know  of, 
worthy  of  notice,  might  be  more 
or  lefs  commented  upon,  for  the 
information  of  thofe  who  have  any 
eurioflty  or  tafte  for  thefe  matters 
and  that  they  might  be  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  effential  difference  ex- 
ifting  between  them>  by  which,  I 
fhould  be  able  to  render  my  own 
ideas  more  clear  ;  but  the  court 
having  never  formed  any  inten¬ 
tions  of  fuch  a  collection,  I  fhail 
fpeak  unconneCtedly  of  the  great 
mafters  of  different  ages,  attach¬ 
ing  myfelf  principally  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  painters,  whofe  works  are  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  principal  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  palace. 

Some  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
of  thefe  performances  are  in  the 
king’s  drefting  room,  particularly 
N  by 
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by  the  hand  of  Velafquez,  Spag- 
nolet  and  Murillo.  But  how- 
greatly  they  differ  from  each 
other!  What  juitnefs,  what  true 
dillribution  of  dair  cbfcure ,  in  the 
works  of  Velafquez.  How  well 
he  underftood  the  efFedls  of  livht 

O 

in  Ihewing  the  diltances  of  ob¬ 
jects  one  from  another,  and  what 
a  fchool  for  an  artiil  to  improve 
himlelf  in  Hudying  the  works  of 
this  great  man,  to  be  feen  in  this 
falloon,  done  at  three  different 
times,  and  by  coniidering  the 
happy  manner  in  which  he  attain¬ 
ed  iuch  an  excellent  imitation  of 
nature.  The  pidiure  of  the  Se¬ 
ville  water-feller  difplays  his  ear¬ 
ly  imitation  of  nature,  and  with 
what  Ipirit  he  exerted  himfelf  in 
exhibiting  the  different  efFedls  on. 
objects  that  receive  light  or  iha- 
dow,  infomuch,  as  to  occafion  ra¬ 
ther  a  drynefs  and  harlhnefs  of 
pencil. 

In  the  pidiure  of  the  feigned 
Bacchus  crowning  a  few  drun¬ 
kards,  his  liyle  is  more  loofe  and 
free,  copying  nature,  not  as  fhe 
is,  but  as  fhe  appears  to  the  eye. 
He  is  kill  more  bold  and  anima- 
ed  in  his  Vulcads  Forge ,  where 
fome  of  the  figures  of  the  work¬ 
men  are  a  perfedl  imitation  of  na¬ 
ture.  But  he  has  given  the  moll 
perfedl:  copy  of  nature  in  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  woman  fpinning,  which 
is  of  his  lail  fly le  and  manner,  and 
fo  well  executed,  that  the  labour 
of  the  hand  feems  not  to  have  been 
employed,  but  that  the  mind 
alone  conveyed  the  pencil,  in 
which  its  merit  is  lingular.  Some 
of  his  portraits  have  like  wife  this 
excellence,  and  form  the  mod  per¬ 
fedl:  model  of  his  fchool. 

Spagnolet  was  admirable  in  his 
imitation  of  nature,  drength  of 


clair  ob/cure,  freedom  of  pencil, 
and  in  defcribing  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  of  the  human  frame,  fuch  as 
wrinkles,  hair,  &c.  His  manner  is 
bold,  but  he  did  not  equal  Vela¬ 
fquez  in  his  diftribution  of  light 
and  fliade,  not  underloading  its 
proper  degradations,  and  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  air,  though  his  colouring 
is  more  lively,  as  may  be  feen  by 
his  pidlures  over  the  doors. 

In  the  fame  apartment,  there  arb 
pidtures  of  Murillo,  in  two  differ¬ 
ent  manners  :  his  firil,  in  thofe,  of 
the  Incarnation,  and  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour ;  which,  particularly 
the  fecond,  are  painted  with  great 
boldnefs  in  regard  to  nature,  tho* 
performed  before  he  had  attained 
that  foftnefs  which  cnaradlerifes 
his  fecond  manner,  as  may  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  other  pidlures  in  this 
apartment ;  particularly  in  the 
fmall  one  of  the  nuptials  of  our 
lady,  and  a  fine  half  length  of 
St,  James,  in  the  adjacent  room. 

In  the  king’s  drawing  room, 
there  is  an  excellent  pidlure  of  Ve¬ 
lafquez,  reprefenting  the  Infanta 
Donna  Margarita  Maria  of  Auflria, 
whofe  portrait  Velafquez  is  draw¬ 
ing  ;  but  this  capital  piece  being  fo 
well  known,  1  have  nothing  to  add 
only  that  it  is  a  convincing  proof 
of  the  eifedl  of  imitation  from  na¬ 
ture,  and  of  the  general  fatisfac- 
tion  it  yields,  particularly  when 
the  beautiful  is  not  the  primary 
confideration. 

I  pals  over  at  prefent  many  fine 
paintings  of  Titian’s  difperfed  in 
various  apartments  of  the  palace  ; 
to  fpeak  to  you  of  that  moil  noble 
piclure  of  Velafquez  repreienting 
Philip  IV.  on  horfeback ;  where 
every  thing  is  admirable,  as  well 
the  horfe,  as  the  figure  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  even  the  landfcape  is  ma- 
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naged  with  tade ;  but  above  all, 
the  graceful  eafe  of  the  fovereign’s 
head  is  lingular,  as  the  very  Ikin 
feems  to  fhine,  and  the  hair  is 
beautiful,  and  touched  with  great 
lightnefs.  Contiguous  to  this  ca¬ 
pital  performance,  there  is  another 
of  the  Conde  Duke  of  Olivares,  in 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the 
king’s. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention 
to  another  picture,  by  the  fame 
hand,  reprefenting  a  liege,  which 
was  before  in  that  faloon  of  the 
Retiro ,  called,  De  los  Reynos ,  and 
as  now  in  the  dining-room  of  the 
molt  Serene  Prince  of  Aliurias, 
This  picture  comprehends  every 
perfection  the  fubjeCt  would  admit 
of,  and  there  is  no  part,  if  we 
except  the  foldiers  lances,  'which 
is  not  reprefented  with  the  utmoll 
/kill.  In  the  fame  apartment, 
there  is  a  portrait  of  the  Infanta 
Donna  Margarita  Maria,  and  an 
Infante  on  horfeback,  both  by  Ve- 
lalquez  in  his  belt  manner,  as  well 
as  fome  other  portraits  of  his,  in 
the  fame  room. 

In  the  Prince  of  Ailurias’s  dref- 
fing-room,  there  are  three  line 
pictures  by  Spagnolet ,  two  of  them 
xeprefent  a  St.  Jerom,  and  a  St. 
Benedict,  companions,  executed  in 
his  brighteft  manner,  in  which  a 
perfeCt  command  of  the  pencil 
may  be  obferved,  as  well  as  the 
mod  accurate  copy  from  nature, 
with  an  uncommon  expiefTion  in 
the  countenance  of  St  Benedict. 
The  third  is  the  martyrdom  of  a 
faint,  equally  excellent,  though  with 
more  force. 

It  would  be  (uperfiuous  to  fpeak 
to  you  of  Rubenb,  or  of  his  fchool, 
of  which,  there  are  many  pieces  in 
the  palace.  But  one,  above  others, 
is  remarkable,  reprefenting  the 


adoration  of  the  kings,  one  of  his 
mod  capital  pieces,  done  by  him 
in  Flanders,  after  his  bed  man¬ 
ner,  and  afterwards,  when  he  came 
to  Spain,  he  made  an  addition  to 
the  canvafs,  to  enlarge  the  picture, 
and  increale  the  number  of  figures; 
amongd  which,  he  has  added  his 
own  portrait.  This  picture  con¬ 
tains  every  perfection  the  artid  was 
capable  of  in  the  hidorical  line, 
and  the  delign  is  net  the  mod  in- 
correft. 

Amongd  many  fine  pieces  of 
Vandyke,  there  is  one  reprefent¬ 
ing  the  apprehending  of  Chrid  in 
the  garden,  executed  with  a  fine 
tade  and  colouring,  as  far  as  a 
night-piece  would  admit  of;  a 
half  length  portrait  of  the  Cardinal 
Infante,  brother  of  Philip  IV.  is 
alfo  infinitely  excellent  from  the 
judnefs  of  its  execution,  and  the 
graceful  eafe  that  attends  it,  as  well 
as  colouring,  and  faliownefs  of  com- 
pi  exion. 

The  works  of  Luca  Jordano  are 
innumerable,  of  whom  it  mav  be 
faid,  he  never  did  any  thing  amifs, 
as  a  gdod  tade  is  every  where  per¬ 
ceptible  in  his  works,  though  in  an 
embryo  form,  compared  to  the  ex'- 
celient  productions  of  other  great 
men  of  the  Italian  fchools.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  never  arrived 
at  perfection,  fo  that  his  manner 
will  admit  of  no  falling  off,  with¬ 
out  a  total  debafement  of  paint¬ 
ing,  which  was  the  fate  of  his  co¬ 
piers.  The  w'orks  of  Jordan  may 
be  claff’ed  in  two  different  manners* 
though  he  often-  painted  indiferi- 
minately ,  copying  from  different 
painters.  Some  of  his  pieces  have 
an  harfhnefs,  like  thole  of  Spag¬ 
nolet,  from  whom  Jordan  learn¬ 
ed  his  art,  and  copied  in  his  early 
days ;  -but  his  general  manner,  and 
N  2  the 
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the  mofl  ursiverfal,  and  fnited  to 
his  tafte,  as  mav  be  feen  in  his 
belt  pieces,  was  after  Pietro  de 
Cortona.  In  this  flyle,  he  exe¬ 
cuted  that  admirable  frelco  paint¬ 
ing  in  the  Retiro,  and  many  pic¬ 
tures  in  the  palace  ;  but  in  other 
pieces  done  afterwards  in  Ma¬ 
drid,  he  varied  from  this  Pyle, 
and  in  his  drapery,  copied  Paul 
Veronefe,  though  with  lefs  cor- 
redtnefs  of  tints  and  clair  ob/cure  ; 
fo  that  his  manner  became  dry,  as 
may  be  obferved  in  the  hiftorical 
pieces  of  Solomon,  in  the  palace, 
done  after  he  had  finifhed  painting 
in  the  EfcuriaL 

Amongft  others  in  the  fame 
palace,  there  is  an  half  length  of 
our  lady  with  the  child,  and  Sc. 
John,  thought  by  fome  to  be  a 
Raphael  ;  it  is  true,  the  child  is 
perfectly  in  his  manner  ;  the  car¬ 
nation  is  gather  too  high,  the  back 
ground  has  a  blueifh  cait,  the  tu- 
nick  of  our  iady  is  of  light  car¬ 
mine,  the  veil  of  a  deep  blue, 
all  in  the  charader  of  Raphael, 

i  x 

which  makes  thole  who  do  not  un¬ 
derhand  the  true  merit  of  his  ex¬ 
cellence,  confider  it  as  an  imita¬ 
tion  of  his  manner  ;  there  are  o- 
thers  in  the  palace,  by  Luca  Jor- 
dano,  after  the  Venetian  fchool,  but 
not  fo  well  hniihed  as  fome  would 
fuppofe. 

Much  merit  is  due  to  fome 
paintings  of  Tint  or  et,  Old  Palm, 
and  Jacopo  Bafan ,  but  they  are  all 
eclipiedy  in  my  opinion,  by  thofe 
of  Paul  Veronefe,  and  more  par- 
tieifarly  by  thofe  of  .Titian,  after 
his  be  t  manner  ;  as  this  great  man 
was  new  r  equalled,  or  furpaffed 
by  any  one,  in  the  beauty  and 
perfection  of  his  colouring  ;  it  is 
lo  ve.y  excel  ent  in  all  his  works, 
that  tile  eye  never  perceives  the 
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labour  and  ingenuity  of  the  ardft* 
but  the  whole  ieems,  as  if  nature  her- 
felf  prefented  the  form  on  the  can- 
vafs.  The  pencil  of  Titian  always 
moved  with  freedom,  yet,  with¬ 
out  negligence  ;  every  accidental 
ftroke  flievvs  accurate  defign  ;  the 
force  and  effed  of  his  clair  obfcure , 
does  not  fo  much  depend  on  the 
darknefs  of  fhadow,  or  the  dis¬ 
play  of  light,  as  in  the  proper  ordi¬ 
nance  of  his  colouring. 

All  thefe  circumftances  may  be 
obferved  in  the  pidure  of  Baccha¬ 
nalians,  the  figures  of  which  are 
one  third  of  the  natural  fize  :  this 
pidure  is  at  prefent  in  a  clofet  of 
the  Princefs  of  Afturias;  every 
part  of  the  picture ,  and  the  whole 
of  it  conjundly,  is  fo  beautiful, 
that  it  would  be  an  endlefs  toil  to 
delineate  its  merit ;  I  can  only  tell 
you,  I  never  pais  by  it  without 
hopping,  from  the  admiration  it 
always  caufes,  in  feeing  the  figure 
of  the  woman  afleep,  which  exhi¬ 
bits  a  matter  of  wonder  and  no¬ 
velty  every  time  I  behold  it.  The 
colouring  is  after  Titian’s  bright¬ 
er  manner,  the  degradation  of  tints 
are  marvellous,  beyond  what  I 
ever  faw  any  where  ;  every  part 
appears  nature  individually,  yet 
requires  great  attention  to  examine 
the  different  objects,  and  hill  the 
great  variety  accords  in  one  general 
tone  :  the  local  tints  of  the  flefh, 
in  every  part,  are  admirably  di ver¬ 
bified,  and  the  drapery  is  equally 
well  difpofed,  with  rich  colouring  : 
to  fpeak  of  its  acceffory  parts — - 
the  fine  fky,  the  light  clouds,  the 
various  hues  of  verdure,  the  fliades 
of  trees,  the  ground  ftrewed  with 
plants,  all  together  is  fpirited, 
while  it  is  in  the  jufteft  line  of 
beauty. 

Another  pidure  about  the  fame 

fize* 
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fize,  reprefenting  a  feftival  of 
fportive  cupids,  gathering  apples 
on  the  trees,  is  of  the  greateft 
beauty,  in  a  perfect  ftyle,  and 
feems  to  have  been  done  at  the 
fame  time  as  tiie  other.  The 
great  variety  of  little  cupids  is  fur- 
prifing,  as  well  as  the  diverfity  of 
their  hair,  in  ringlets  and  curls  ; 
above  all,  the  admirable  degrada¬ 
tion  of  tints,  high  finifhing,  and 
the  fweetnefs  of  the  back  grounds, 
in  proportion  as  the  obje&s  are  more 
or  lefs  diftant. 

Thefe  two  pictures  were  in  the 
Lodovifi  palace  at  Rome,  and  were 
prefented  to  the  King  of  Spain. 
They  ferved,  according  to  Sand- 
rnrt,  for  a  ftudy  to  Domenchino, 
Poufiin,  and  II  Fiamingo,  to  re- 
prefent  beautiful  children.  Al- 
bani  has  alfo  introduced  a  group 
of  thefe  children  dancing,  in  one 
of  his  pi&ures  :  there  are  two  co¬ 
pies  of  thefe  pi&ures,  by  Rubens, 
in  the  palace,  but  they  are  only 
to  be  conlidered,  as  a  book  tran- 
flated  into  Flemifh,  which  pre- 
ferves  the  thoughts,  but  where  the 
fpirit  and  force  of  the  original  is 
evaporated. 

There  are  many  other  pi&ures 
of  Titian,  but  all  of  them  in  his 
latter  time,  and  fome  in  his  old 
age,  when  his  fight  failing,  his 
pencil  was  not  fo  accurate  ;  though 
he  always  preferved  the  greateft 
juftnefs  of  tints.  Notwithftand- 
ing,  the  number  of  thefe  pictures 
fo  negligently  finifhed  has  been 
prejudicial  to  the  art ;  as  many 
Scholars  have  imitated  that  man¬ 
ner,  without  reflecting,  that  Ti¬ 
tian  had,  in  his  time,  been  very 
correct,  and  made  accuracy  and 
the  rule  of  the  art  his  principal 
ftudy,  while  he  attained  to  a 
great  fuperiority  in  point  of  co¬ 


louring,  in  which  he  exceeded  all 
others. 

We  have  few  pictures  to  fpeak 
of  by  Correggio  ;  but  as  every 
piece  of  this  accomplifhed  mafter 
of  the  art  includes  the  molt  en¬ 
chanting  part  of  it,  though  we 
poflefs  but  two  of  them,  they  may 
ierve  to  give  a  perfeCl  notion  of 
his  powers.  The  Madonna  dref- 
fing  the  child,  and  St.  Jofeph  at 
a  diftance,  feems  rather  a  rough 
draft,  from  the  ftriking  altera^ 
tions,  perceptible  in  the  pofition 
of  the  child  and  the  Madonna.  It 
is  furprifing  to  behold  the  wonder¬ 
ful  effect  of  a  figure  lefs  than  two 
palms,  feen  at  a  diftance,  appear¬ 
ing  confiderable,  and  to  fvveil  on 
the  eye ;  but  this  does  not  arife 
from  the  harmony  of  the  clair  oh~ 
J 'cure ,  fo  much  as  the  imperceptible 
middle-tints,  which  counteract  the 
light  with  the  ftiadow,  and  the  ma- 
fterly  management  of  each,  by 
which  he  fo  juftly  exprefled  the  re¬ 
lief  and  roundnefs,  almoft  to  make 
one  forget,  that  the  fuperfice  was  a 
plane, 

If  Titian  was  happy  in  his  tints, 
and  the  local  colour  of  his  objeds, 
Correggio,  on  the  other  hand, 
though  lefs  perfeCt  in  this  refpeCt, 
exceeded  him  greatly  in  the  fine 
relief  which  he  gave  to  his  figures, 
and  to  every  part  of  the  body, 
as  well  as  his  artful  difpofition 
of  aerial  perfpeCtive,  not  only  by 
the  gradations  of  clair  obfcurey 
with  refpeCt  to  intermediate  dif- 
tances,  but  alio  by  a  peculiar  con¬ 
ception  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
atmofphere,  which  being  more  or 
lefs  diaphanous,  receives  the  rays 
of  light,  and  penetrating  into  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies,  communicates  it  in 
thofe  parts  where  the  principal  ray 
of  light  does  not  reach,  and  thus 
N  3  forms 
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forms  a  kind  of  ambient,  which 
makes  us  perceive  objects,  even  in 
fome  degree  of  darknefs,  and  en¬ 
ables  us  to  diftinguifh  their  dif- 
tances  from  each  other.  This  was 
perfectly  underitood  by  the  Greek 
artifts,  as  may  be  obferved  by  the 
paintings  deg  out  of  Hercula¬ 
neum,  even  the  moft  common 
ones,  infomuch,  that  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  fyilem  of  their  fchool. 
A  men  git  the  moderns  the  molt  ac¬ 
compli  iked,  in  this  line,  were 
Correggio,  Velafquez,  and  Rem¬ 
brandt. 

To  return  to  our  picture,  the 
child  is  molt  perfect,  not  only  by 
the  difpofition  of  clair  obfcure ,  but 
alfo  in  colouring,  deiign,  and 
gracefulnefs.  Correggio  perfectly 
underitood  the  juftnefs  cf  out¬ 
lines  in  his  feetches,  and  to  give 
the  contours  a  true  proportion, 
with  that  of  the  body,  a  molt  diffi¬ 
cult  talk,  and  only  underitood,  in 
an  equal  degree,  by  Michael  An¬ 
gelo  and  Raphael.  The  Greeks 
confidered  this  part  of  painting  as 
the  molt  difficult,  as  may  be  feen  in 
Pliny,  book  xxxv.  chap.  10. 

“  To  delineate  the  body  and 
tc  give  force  to  the  central  parts, 
t(  is  certainly  an  arduous  talk,  but 
“  in  vyhich  many  artiits  have  ac- 
“  quired  great  fame.  To  exhi- 
“  bit  the  extremities,  and  preferve 
“  the  outline  judicioufly,  is  what 
e<  few  have  fucceeded  in;  even 

the  contour  ihould  be  fupport- 

ed,  fo  as  to  give  an  idea  of 
“  what,  was  beyond  it,  and  feem- 
cc  ingly  to  fhew  what  it  hides 
“  from  our  fight  *,** 
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The  other  pifture,  reprefentirig 
our  Saviour  at  prayer  in  the  gar¬ 
den,  is  alfo  fmall,  but  accurate 
and  well  finifhed.  At  firft  fight 
we  only  perceive  Chriil  and  the 
angel  in  a  full  light,  all  the  reft 
being  obfcured  by  the  darknefs  of 
night ;  but  when  we  examine  it 
more  cloiely,  the  gradations  are 
happily  exhibited  according  to  the 
effect  of  nature  when,  in  a  faint 
light,  where  we  juft  perceive  ob¬ 
jects  near  us,  and  cannot  diftin- 
guifh  the  more  diftant  ones.  Thofe 
that  went  to  feize  our  Saviour  are 
not  perceived,  nor  are  there  any 
fine  touches  of  the  pencil  till  that 
part  where  the  apoftles  are,  then 
the  eye  begins  to  diftinguifti  the 
leaves  and  branches;  even  the 
plants  under  foot,  as  well  as  the 
crown  of  thorns,  and  the  crofs  on 
the  ground,  become  confpicuous 
in  proportion  as  they  are  nearer  to 
the  light  or  the  eye.  The  re- 
fpl end encv  on  the  countenance  of 
our  Saviour,  gives  fpirit  to  the 
whole,  but  it  comes  from  the  iky, 
and  reverberates  on  the  angel. 

This  idea,  which  is  noble,  and 
with  propriety  is  moll  happily  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  the  great  mailer,  who 
alone  was  able  to  do  it  juftice. 

At  prefent,  tbefe  pictures  are  in 
the  Princefs’s  clofet,  with  thofe 
mentioned  before  by  Titian. 
There  are  in  the  fame  place  fome 
by  Leonardo  da  Vinci  ;  one  of 
them  in  his  beft  manner ,  repre- 
fenting  two  children  playing  with 
a  lamb ;  this  latter  none  of  the 
beft  performed ;  another  with 
head  of  St.  John,  when  young.  In 


*  Corpora  emm  pingere  et  media  rerum,  eft  quidem  magni  opens  :  Sed  in 
quo  multi  gloriam  tulerint.  Extrema  corporum  '  facere,  et  deiinentis  pictures 
niodum  includere,  rarum  in  fuceeflu  artis  invenitur.  Atnbire  enim  debet  fe 
extremrtas  ipfa,  Sc  fie  deiinere,  ut  promittat  alia  poft  ie  :  oftendatque  etiam  quse 
occultat.— C.  Plinii  Secundi  Nat.  Hift.  Lib.  xxxv.  cap.  x. 
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thefe  pidlures  we  find  the  great 
judgment  of  the  artift  refpelting 
light  and  ftiade,  and  its  grada¬ 
tions  from  its  fulleft  fplendour, 
till  darknefs,  accompanied  with 
peculiar  eafy  and  pleafing  atti¬ 
tudes,  which  feem  to  have  paved 
the  way  for  Correggio  to  attain  to 
that  graceful  manner,  which  dif- 
tinguilhes  his  works. 

There  are  pieces  in  this  clofet 
attributed  to  Raphael.  Of  his  in¬ 
vention,  ther£  is  a  holy  family 
with  figures,  about  half  natural 
iize,  and  feem  to  be  of  thofe  per¬ 
formances,  which,  with  his  draw¬ 
ings,  formed  his  bell  fcholars. 
There  is  another  pidfure  of  a  Ma¬ 
donna  >  holding  the  child,  in  the 
fame  fly le  of  compofition  as  that 
famous  one  in  the  gallery  of  Flo¬ 
rence,  known  by  the  name  of  Ma¬ 
donna  de  la  Seggiola ,  with  this  dif¬ 
ference,  that,  in  this  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  of,  St  John  is  wanting;  it  is 
fquare,  and  that  of  Florence  is 
oval,  and  the  figures  as  large  as 
nature.  This  pidfure  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  feems  to  have  been  re-touched 
by  Raphael,  but  more  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  rough  draft  than  a  finifti- 
ed  piece.  The  head  of  the  Ma¬ 
donna,  in  particular,  is  his,  and 
has  equal  merit  with  any  of  his 
works,  being  full  of  life  and  fpi- 
rit. 

But  how  ihall  I  explain  to  you 
that  beautiful  pidture,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  it  fo  highly  deferves,  known 
in  Sicily,  by  the  name  of  our  lady 
dtllo  Spajimo  :  you  know,  that  Ra¬ 
phael  painted  it  for  a  church  in 
Sicily  of  that  name  ;  the  [hip,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Vafari,  was  loft,  but 
the  pidture  was  recovered  without 
damage,  from  the  wreck.  In  all 
times  it  has  been  highly  valued 
by  true  judges;  and  Aguftin  the 
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Venetian  engraved  it,  though 
without  giving  the  Icaft  glimpfe 
of  its  beauty.  The  Count  Mal- 
vafia  fpeaks  of  it  with  flight;  but 
of  this  author  we  may  judge  from 
his  owu  writings,  which  [hew  lit¬ 
tle  knowledge  in  the  profeflion  ; 
and  if  he  relied  on  the  opinions  of 
fome  painters,  they  were  inch, 
and  their  diltance  fo  great,  from 
the  divine  Raphael,  that  they 
were  unqualified  to  pronounce  on 
the  merit  of  that  great  man,  or 
much  lefs,  to  underhand,  the 
principles  on  which  we  are  to 
prize  the  works  of  this  illuftiious 
artift. 

It  appears  beyond  contradidlion, 
that  the  moft  noble  part  of  the 
profeflion,  is  not  that,  which  con- 
fifts  in  giving  pleafure  to  the  eye, 
or  affording  a  mere  entertainment 
to  the  ignorant  obferver,  but  in 
the  more  liberal  effufions  it  caufes 
on  the  mind,  roofing  the  generous 
paflions,  and  affedting  the  very 
foul :  this  being  admitted,  as  I 
fuppofe  it  will,  we  muft  undoubt¬ 
edly  clafs  Raphael  at  the  head  of 
thofe,  whole  works  are  preferved 
down  to  the  prefent  time.  The 
fertility  of  his  genius,  and  the 
difplay  of  his  ideas,  fhew  them- 
felves  on  the  firft  view  ;  thus,  the 
tranquil,  the  tumultuous,  the 
amorous,  the  ferious,  or  the  cheer- 
full,  have  nothing  but  what  are  a- 
dapted  to  the  fentiment  by  w'hich 
our  lenfibility  is  moved  in  the 
fame  feeling  manner,  as  by  the 
eloquence  of  the  orator,  or  the 
numbers  of  the  poet. 

Moreover,  he  has  infinuated,  in 
every  figure,  the  preceding  icene 
as  well  as  the  immediate  adtion, 
and  we  feem  to  underftand  what 
is  to  follow.  The  determinate 
adlion  never  appears  conclufive, 
N  4  but 
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but  rather  juft  beginning,  which 
gives  i'uch  a  fpirit,  from  this 
happy  nyanner,  that  every  thing 
ieems,  as* it  were,  in  motion.  In 
efFedl,  If  we  examine  the  pidlcre 
of  the  Spafimo,  in  all  its  parts, 
we  are  fenfible,  that  if  Raphael 
was  not  always  great  in  each  of 
his  works,  we  might  reckon  this 
performance  as  an  unique  from  its 
furprifing  beauty. 

You  know,  that  the  fubjedl  of 
this  pidiure  is  taken  from  fcrip- 
ture,  when  the  women  wept  on 
feeing  our  Saviour  bearing  the 
crofs  to  mount  Calvary  ;  and  he 
faid  to  them,  foretelling  the  de~ 
ftrudion  of  Jerufalem,  Daughters 
cf'jerufaleniy  r weep  not  for  mi,  but 
nosep  for  yourfehves ,  and  for  your 
children!  To  give  more  grace  to 
his  compofition,  Raphael  has  add¬ 
ed  a  diftant  view  of  Mount  Cal¬ 
vary,  winding  to  the  right,  where 
it  is  thought  otlr  Lord  fell  the  firft 
time,  when  a  radian  pulls  him  by 
a  rope,  tied  round  his  waift,  It 
is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  this  pic¬ 
ture  being  intended  for  the  church 
before  mentioned,  the  friars,  who 
were  to  have  it,  were  defirous, 
that  the  blefied  virgin  (hould  be 
represented  ;  or  it  might  have  been 
the  choice  of  the  painter;  be  that 
as  it  may,  Raphael  well  knew 
how  to  give  every  figure  its  ut- 
moft  grace  and  dignity,  and  to 
treat  his  fubjedt  with  infinite  ma- 
jefty. 

Having  to  reprefent  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  figure  of  a  mother  of 
one  going  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  and  treated  impioufly  by  the 
people,  he  choie  the  unhappy  ftate 
of  an  afilidteri  mother,  obliged  to 
intercede  with  an  infamous  mob, 
to  have  companion  on  the  fufferer. 
In  this  diftrefs,  Raphael  has  paint- 
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ed  our  lady  kneeling,  not  looking 
towards  her  fen,  to  whom  fhe 
could  give  no  relief,  but  in  the  adt 
of  the  moil  efficacious  fupplication, 
reprefenting,  that  having  fallen,  he 
is  in;  need  of  the  pity  of  him,  who 
is  pulling  him  by  the  rope,  in  or¬ 
der  to  rile.  To  this  humble  pof- 
ture  he  gives  a  relief ,  by  placing 
near  her,  Mary  Magdalen,  St, 
John,  and  the  other  Marys,  who 
condole  with  her,  and  give  fuc- 
cour  to  the  mother  of  their  lord, 
fupporting  her  in  their  arms. 

Thefe  figures  are  highly  expref- 
five  of  theMeepeft  concern  for  the 
fufre rings  of  our  Saviour,  parti¬ 
cularly  Mary  Magdalen,  who 
feems,  as  it  were,  fpeakfng  to  je~ 
fus  Chjnft,  'while  St.  John  is  giv¬ 
ing  aid  to  our  lady.  Jelus  Chrift, 
though  fallen,  is  not  dejected,  nor 
faint :  on  the  contrary,  ieems  to 
threaten,  by  what  he  utters,  juft 
as  it  is  exprefted  in  holy  writ,  his 
countenance,  befides  being  in  this 
piece  of  an  excellence  and  beau¬ 
ty  almoft  lricomprebenfible,  ap¬ 
pears  inflamed  with  a  prophetic 
fpirit,  perfectly  adapted  to  the 
fqbjedt,  not  only  as  the  Son  of 
God,  though  in  fufferance,  but 
aifo  faitable  to  the  genius  of  Ra* 
phael,  who  never  painted  any  fea¬ 
ture  indifferently,  when  the  cha- 
radter  could  poffibly  be  reprefent- 
ed  with  dignity. 

The  whole  adtion  of  the  figure 
is  noble  and  animated  ;  the  left 
arm,  with  a  fine  hand,  leaning  on 
a  itone,  is  quite  extended  ;  but 
the  irregular  folds  of  the  fleeve, 
fhevv  the  hidden  fiefs  of  the  fall,  and 
feern  as  u  were  yet  in  motion,  as 
if  they  had  not  recovered  from  the 
preffbre  enfuing  from  the  weight. 
With  the  right  hand,  Jefus  Chrift 
holds  the  crofs  fall*  as  if  unwilling  - 

to 
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to  yield  it  to  the  figure  that  Teems 
aiming  to  eafe  him  of  it;  a  thought 
moft  worthy  of  the  great  Raphael, 
who,  in  an  action,  y/hich  to  many 
would  appear  indifferent,  recolle&ed 
that  Jefus  Chrift  fuffered  for  our 
fins,  becaufe  he  chofe  to  do  To. 

The  variety  is  no  lefs  admirable, 
which  he  has  diffufed  in  the  coun¬ 
tenances  of  the  executioners,  exhi¬ 
biting  even  in  thcfe,  the  different 
ftages  of  wickednefs.  That  figure 
with  his  fhoulders  towards  us;  pul- 


185 

ling  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  rope.  Thews 
his  only  paftion  to  be,  a  brutal  defire 
of  hurrying  on,  to  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution  ;  J:he  other,  whG  lays  hold  of 
the  crofs,  feems  touched  with  Tome 
degree  of  compaflion,  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  relieve  the  fufferer:  near 
him  a  foldier,  placing  the  crofs  with 
his  hand  on  the  fhoulders  of  our  lord, 
and  lifting  his  lance  with  a  threaten¬ 
ing  gefture,  expreftes  the  utmoft  in¬ 
veteracy,  and  defire  to  opprefs  the 
lord  Hill  more  after  his  fall, 

*  -  •  t  ?  *  *  »  ‘  •  •  1  • 


[ 


iS6 


P  O  E  T  R  Y. 


ODE  for  the  New  Year,  Jan.  y,  1782.  Written  hy  W.  Whitehead, 

Efq .  Poet  Laurent. 

O  Wondrous  power  of  inborn  worth, 

_  When  danger  calls  its  fpirit  forth, 

And  ftrong  neceffity  compels 

The  fecret  fprings  to  bur  ft  their  narrow  cells  l 

Tho’  foes  unnumber’d  gird  her  round. 

Though  not  one  friend  is  faithful  found, 

Tho’  impious  fcorn  derides  ; 

Yet  ftill  unmov’d  aroidft  the  band. 

Like  her  own  rocks,  does  Britain  Hand, 

And  braves  th’  infulting  tides ! 

A  world  i n  arms  aflaults  her  reign, 

A  world  in  arms  aflaults  in  vain  ! 

’Tis  Britain  calls :  ye  nations  hear  1 
Unbrace  the  corfelet,  drop  the  fpear. 

No  more  th’  infidious  toil  purfue, 

Nor  ftrive  to  weaken  what  you  can’t  fubdue  ! 

’Tis  Britain  calls':  “  with  fatal  fpeed 
You  urge,  by  headlong  fury  led. 

Your  own  impending  fate  : 

Too  late  you’ll  weep,  too  late  you’ll  find 
’Tis  for  the  glory  of  mankind. 

That  Britain  ftiould  be  great  ! 

In  Britain’s  voice  ’tis  Freedom  calls. 

For  Freedom  dies  if  Britain  falls ! 

She  cannot  fall  the  fame  Almighty  hand. 

That  rais’d  her  white  rocks  from  the  main. 

Does  ftill  her  arduous  caufe  maintain. 

Still  grafps  the  Dof eld  that  guards  her  favour’d  land 
Obedient  to  his  word. 

Not  to  deftroy,  but  to  reclaim, 

Th’  avenging  angel  waves  the  flaming  fword ; 

Revere  his  awful  name  ! 

Repentant  in  the  dull, 

Confefs  his  judgments  juft  ; 

Th’  avenging  fword  fhall  ceafe  to  wave. 

And,  whom  his  mercy  fpares  his  power  fhall  fave  ! 

ODE 
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ODE  for  the  King’s  Birth  Day,  June  4,  1782.  Written  hy 

W.  Whitehead,  Efq.  Poet  Laureate 

STTLL  does  reluftant  Peace  refufe 

Though  courted  by  each  generous  mind. 

To  filed  her  Panacean  dews. 

And  heal  the  madnefs  of  mankind  ! 

Mull  this  aufpiciou-s  day  again 
Be  clouded  with  one  anxious  care. 

And  powers  malignant  render  vain. 

The  monarch’s  fondeft  with  the  people’s  genera]  prayer  t 

O  no  !  in  yonder  pregnant  fky. 

Whence  all  our  hopes  and  blefiings  fpring. 

New  burfting  fcenes  of  glory  lie. 

And  future  joys  are  on  the  wing; 

The  lingering  morn,  that  coyly  fheds 
On  broken  clouds  and  mountain-heads 
At  firft  a  glimmering  ray, 

Now  brighter,  and  now  brighter  glows. 

Wide,  and  more  wide  the  lufire  flows. 

Till  all  is  future  day  ; 

And  Earth,  rejoicing  in  ethereal  light. 

Forgets  the  dreary  damps,  and  live-long  {hades  of  night# 

Satiate  of  war,  whofe  mad  excefs 

No  bound,  no  kind  refttidlion  knows. 

But  marks  its  progrefs  with  diftrefs. 

The  willing  world  {hall  feek  repofe ; 

And  Belgia,  waking  from  her  dreams 
Of  Gallic  frauds,  illufive  fchemes. 

Shall  add  new  ftrength  to  Concord’s  chain. 

And  know  her  ancient  friends  again. 

While  thofe,  whom  nearer  ties  unite. 

Whom  all  the  charities  combine. 

Shall  backward  turn  their  trembling  fight. 

And  deprecate  the  wrath  divine  : 

’Mid  it  bleeding  heaps  of  brothers  flain, 

’Midft  Defolation’s  horrid  reign. 

And  all  its  complicated  woes. 

With  wild  affright  in  every  face. 

Shall  ftrain  more  clofe  the  ftridt  embrace. 

And  wonder  they  could  e’er  be  foes. 

O  pleaflng  hope  1  O  bleft  prefage 
Of  joys  to  laft  from  age  to  age  1 
For  what  Heaven’s  felf  commands,  mufi  Heav’n  approve. 

Returning  amity,  and  mutual  love  ! 


And 
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And  hark,  on  yonder  Wefiern  Main, 

Imperious  France  is  taught  to  know. 

That  Britain  re-affumes  her  reign. 

Her  thunders  only  flept  to  itrike  the  deeper  blow, 

Ye  nations,  hear  the  Gallic  flar. 

Shorn  of  its  beams,  th’  horizon  leaves  ; 

That  fatal  firebrand  of  the  war 
No  linger  dazzles  and  deceives. 

Record  it  in  the  faireft  light 

Of  faithful  hiflory’s  future  page. 

They  only  triumph’d  whilft  they  fhunn’d  the  fight, 
f(  We,  when  we  forc’d  them  to  engage.” 


Addrefs  to  Poetry,  an  Ex  trad  from  An  EJTay  on  Epic  Poetry  by 

William  Hayley,  Efq. 


THOU  firft  and  faired  of  the  focial  arts  ! 

Sovereign  of  liberal  fouls,  and  feeling  hearts, 

If,  in  devotion  to  thy  heavenly  charms, 

I  clafp’d  thy  altar  with  my  infant  arms. 

For  thee  negle&ed  the  wide  field  of  wealth. 

The  toils  of  int’reft,  and  the  fports  of  health. 

Enchanting  Poefy  !  that  zeal  repay 
With  powers  to  fing  thy  univerfal  fway  |  , 

To  trace  thy  progrefs  from  thy  diftant  birth. 

Heaven’s  pure  defcendant  1  dear  delight  of  ear  th  ! 

Charm  of  all  regions  !  to  no  age  confin’d  ! 

The  prime  ennobler  of  th’  afpiring  mind  ! 

Nor  will  thy  dignity,  fweet  power  1  difdain 
What  Fidtion  utters  in  her  idle  ftrain. 

Thy  fportive  friend  !  who,  mocking  folcmn  truth. 

Tells  her  fond  tales  of  thy  untutor'd  youth. 

As  wrong’d  Latona  (fo  her  tale  begins) 

To  Delplios  travell’d  with  her  youthful  twins  ; 

The  envenom’d  Python,  with  terrific  fway, 

Crofs’d  the  fair  Goddefs  in  her  deflin’d  way ; 

The  heavenly  parent,  in  the  wild  alarm, 
tier  little  Dian  in  her  anxious  arm. 

High  on  a  Hone,  which  fhe  in  terror  trod. 

Cried  to  her  filial  guard,  the  Archer  God, 

Bidding  with  force,  that  fpoke  the  mother’s  heart. 

Her  young  Apollo  launch  his  ready  dart ; 

In  meafur’d  founds  her  rapid  mandate  flow’d. 

The  firfi  foundation  of  the  future  ode  !  ' 

*  Thus* 
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Thus,  at  their  banquets,  fabling  Greeks  rehearfe  * 

The  fancied  origin  of  facred  verfe : 

And  though  cold  reafon  may  with  fcorn  affail. 

Or  turn  contemptuous  from  their  fimple  tale. 

Yet,  Poefy  !  thy  filter  art  may  ltoop 

From  this  weak  Iketch  to  paint th’  impafiion’d  group. 

Though  take  refin’d  to  modern  verfe  deny 
The  hacknied  pageants  of  the  Pagan  Iky, 

Their  finking  radiance  kill  the  canvafs  warms, 

Painting  kill  glories  in  their  graceful  forms  5 
Nor  canlt  thou  envy,  if  the  world  agree  , 

To  grant  thy  hker  claims  denied  to  thee  ; 

For  thee,  the  happier  art  !  the  elder-born  ! 

Superior  rights  and  dearer  charms  adorn  : 

Confin’d  the  catches,  with  obfervance  keen. 

Her  fingle  moment  of  the  changeful  feene  ; 

But  thou,  endu’d  with  energy  fublime, 

Unquekion’d  arbiter  of  fpace  and  time  ! 

Cank  join  the  dikant,  the  unknown  create. 

And,  while  exikence  yields  thee  all  her  hate. 

On  the  akonifh’d  mind  profufely  pour 
Myriads  of  forms,  that  fancy  muk  adore. 

Yet  of  thy  boundlefs  power  the  dearek  part 
Is  firm  poffekion  of  the  feeling  heart : 

No  progeny  of  chance,  by  labour  taught. 

No  kovv-form’d  creature  of  fcholakic  thought. 

The  child  of  pahion  thou  1  thy  lyre  (he  krung. 

To  her  parental  notes  (he  turn’d  thy  tongue  ; 

Gave  thee  her  boldek  fvvell,  her  foftek  tone. 

And  made  the  compafs  of  her  voice  thy  own. 

To  Admiration,  fource  of  joy  refin’d  I 
Chake  lovely  mover  of  the  fimple  mind  ! 

To  her  though  fceptics,  in  their  pride,  declaim. 

With  many  an  infult,  on  her  injur’d  name  : 

To  her,  fweet  Poefy  !  we  owe  thy  birth. 

Thou  firk  encomiak  of  the  fruitful  earth  ! 

By  her  infpir’d,  the  earliek  mortal  found 
The  ear-delighting  charm  of  meafur’d  found  ; 

He  hail’d  the  maker  of  a  world  fo  fair, 

‘  And  the  firk  accent  of  his  fong  was  prayer. 

O,  mok  attractive  of  thofe  airy  powers. 

Who  mok  illuminate  man’s  chequered  hours  ! 

*  Thus,  at  their  banquets ,  fabling  Greeks  rehearfe 

'The  fancied  origin  of  facred  ujerfe.]  For  this  fable,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  am  in¬ 
debted  to  a  paffage  in  Athenseus,  which  the  curious  reader  may  find  in  the 
clofe  of  that  fanciful  and  entertaining  compiler,  page  701  of  Cafaubon’s 
edition., 
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Is  there  an  art,  in  all  the  group  divine. 

Whole  dawn  of  being  mull  not  yield  to  thine  ? 

Religion’s  felf,  whole  provident  controul 
Takes  from  fierce  man  his  anarchy  of  foul. 

She  o’er  thy  youth  with  fond  afte&ion  hung. 

And  borrow’d  mufic  from  thy  infant  tongue. 

Law,  Iterner  Law,  whole  potent  voice  impreft 
Severe!!  terror  on  the  human  breaft. 

With  thy  frefh  flowers  her  awful  figure  crown’d. 

And  fpoke  her  mandate  in  thy  fofter  found. 

E’en  cold  Fhilofophy,  whom  later  days 
Saw  thine  mean  rival,  envious  of  thy  praifej 
Who  clos’d  againfl  thee  her  ungrateful  arms. 

And  urg’d  her  Plato  to  defame  thy  charms ; 

She  from  thy  childhood  gain’d  no  fruitlefs  aid. 

From  thee  (he  learnt  her  talent  to  perfuade. 

Gay  Nature  view’d  thee  with  a  fmiling  glance. 

The  Graces  round  thee  fram’d  the  frolic  dance : 

And  well  might  fefiive  joy  thy  favour  court ; 

Thy  fong  turn’d  flrife  to  peace,  and  toil  to  fport. 

Exhaufted  Vigour  at  thy  voice  reviv’d. 

And  Mirth  from  thee  her  dearefi  charm  deriv’d. 

Triumphant  Love,  in  thy  alliance  bleft. 

Enlarg’d  his  empire  o’er  the  gentle  breaft ; 

His  torch  affum’d  new  iuftre  from  thy  breath. 

And  his  clear  flame  defied  the  clouds  of  death. 

But  of  the  fplendid  train,  who  felt  thy  fway. 

Or  drew  exiftence  from  thy  vital  ray. 

Glory,  with  fondeft  zeal,  proclaim’d  thy  might. 

And  hail’d  thee  viFtor  of  oblivious  night. 

Her  martial  trumpet  to  thy  hand  fhe  gave. 

At  once  to  quicken,  and  reward  the  brave  : 

It  founds-— his  blood  the  kindling  hero  pavs, 

A  cheap  and  ready  price  for  thy  eternal  praife  ! 

Tho’  felfilh  Fear  th’  immortal  ftrain  deride. 

And  mock  the  warrior’s  wiih  as  frantic  pride  S 

Sketches  of  the  mojl  diftinguijhcd  Epic  Poets  of  England ;  taken  from  the 

fame  Poem. 

t 

XTOW,  graver  Britain,  amiably  fevere, 

X.  n!  To  thee,  with  native  zeal,  to  thee  I  fleer  j 
My  vent’rous  bark  in  foreign  circuit  o’er. 

Exulting  fprings  to  thy  parental  fliore. 

f  Thou  gorgeous  queen,  who  on  thy  ft]  very  eoaft, 

Sitteft  encircled  by  a  filial  ho  ft. 


* 
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And  feeft  thy  Tons,  the  jewels  of  thy  crown. 

Blaze  with  each  varying  ray  of  rich  renown ; 

If  with  jail  love  I  hold  their  genius  dear, 

Lament  their  hardfhips,  and  their  fame  revere, 

O  bid  thy  Epic  Mufe,  with  honour  due. 

Range  her  departed  champions  in  my  view  ! 

See,  on  a  party-colour’d  Heed  of  fire. 

With  Humour  at  his  fide,  his  trully  fquire. 

Gay  Chaucer  leads — in  form  a  knight  of  old, 

And  his  llrong  armour  is  of  fteel  and  gold  ; 

But  o’er  it  age  a  cruel  rull  has  fpread. 

And  made  the  brilliant  metals  dark  as  lead. 

Now  gentle  Spenser,  Fancy’s  fav’rite  bard*,  ’ 

Awake  my  wonder  and  my  fond  regard  ; 

Encircling  fairies  bear,  in  fportive  dance. 

His  adamantine  fhield  and  magic  lance  ; 

While  Allegory,  drell  with  myllic  art. 

Appears  his  guide  ;  but,  promifing  to  dart 
A  lambent  glory  round  her  lill’ning  fon. 

She  hides  him  in  the  web  herfelf  has  fpun. 

Ingenuous  Cowley,  the  fond  dupe  of  wit. 

Seems  like  a  vapour  o’er  the  field  to  flit ; 

In  David’s  praife  he  flrikes  fome  epic  notes. 

But  foon  down  Lethe’s  ftream  their  dying  murmur  floats* 

While  Cowley  vanifh’d  in  an  amorous  riddle. 

Up  rofe  the  frolic  Bard  of  Bear  and  Fiddle  ; 

His  fmiles  exhilarate  the  fullen  earth. 

Adorning  fatire  in  the  malk  of  mirth : 

Taught  by  his  fong,  fanatics  ceafe  their  jars. 

And  wife  aftrologers  renounce  the  liars. 

Unrivall’d  Butler  !  blell  with  happy  fkill 
To  heal  by  comic  verfe  each  ferious  ill. 

By  wit’s  ftrong  flafhes  reafon’s  light  difpenfe. 

And  laugh  a  frantic  nation  into  fenfe  i 
Apart,  and  on  a  facred  hill  retir'd. 

Beyond  all  mortal  infpiration  liv’d. 

The  mighty  Milton  fits — an  holl  around 
Of  lill’ning  angels  guard  the  holy  ground  ; 

Amaz’d  they  fee  a  human  form  afnire 

•>  I 

To  grafp  with  daring  hand  a  feraph’s  lyre. 

Inly  irradiate  with  celeliial  beams. 

Attempt  thofe  high,  thofe  foul-fubduing  themes, 

(Which  humbler  denizens  of  heaven  decline) 

And  celebrate,  with  fan&ity  divine. 

The  Harry  field  from  warring  angels  won. 

And  God  triumphant  in  his  Vi&or  Son. 

Nor  lefs  the  wonder,  and  the  fweet  delight. 

His  milder  fcenes  and  fofter  notes  mite. 
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When  at  his  bidding  Eden’s  blooming  grove 
Breathes  the  rich  fweets  of  innocence  and  love. 

With  fuch  pure  joy  as  our  fore  father  knew 
When  Raphael,  heavenly  gueft,  firffc  met  his  view® 

And  our  glad  fire,  within  his  blifsful  bower. 

Drank  the  pure  converfe  of  th’  aetherial  power. 

Round  the  blefl  bard  his  raptur’d  audience  throng? 

And  feel  their  fouls  imparadis’d  in  fong. 

Of  humbler  mien,  but  not  of  mortal  race. 

Ill-fated  D  ryden,  with  imperial  grace. 

Gives  to  th’  obedient  lyre  his  rapid  laws  ; 

Tones  yet  unheard,  with  touch  divine,  he  draws  3 
The  melting  fall,  the  rifing  fwell  fublime. 

And  all  the  magic  of  melodious  rhyme. 

See  with  proud  joy  imagination  fpread 
A  wreath  of  honour  round  his  aged  head  ! 

But  two  bafe  fpe&res,  tho’  of  different  hue* 

The  bard  unhappy  in  his  march  purftie  ; 

Two  vile  difgraceful  fiends,  of  race  accurfR 
Conceiv’d  by  Spleen,  by  meagre  Famine  nuni. 

Malignant  Satire,  mercenary  Praife, 

Shed  their  dark  fpots  on  his  immortal  bays. 

Poor  D  avenant  march’d  before,  with  nobler  aim 
His  keen  eye  fixt  upon  the  palm  of  fame ; 

But  cruel  fortune  doom’d  him  to  rehearfe 
A  theme  ill-chofen,  in  ill-chofen  verfe* 

Next  came  Sir  Richard,  but  in  woeful  plight. 

Dry  den’s  led'horfe  flrft  threw  the  lucldefs  knights 
He  rode  advent’rous  ftill  —  O  who  may  count 
How  oft  he  tried  a  different  fleed  to  mount  ! 

Each  angry  fleed  his  awkward  rider  flung  ; 

Undaunted  ftill  he  fell,  and  falling  fung. 

But  EEfculapius,  who,  with  grief  diftreft* 

Beheld  his  offspring  made  a  public  jeft. 

Soon  bade  a  livelier  fon  with  mirth  efface 
The  fhame  he  fuffer’d  from  Sir  Richard’s  cafe. 

Swift  at  the  word  his  fprightly  Gar  th  began 
To  make  an  *  helmet  of  a  clofe-ftool  pan  ; 

'  An  urinal  he  for  his  trumpet  takes,  ' 

And  at  each  blaft  he  blows  fee  Laughter  fhakes. 

Yet  peace  —  new  mufic  floats  on  aether's-  wings ; 

Say,  is  it  harmony  herfelf  who  Angs  ; 

No,  while  enraptur’d  fylphs  the  fong  infpire, 

JTis  Pope  who  fvveetly  wakes  the  fllver  lyre 
To  melting  notes,  more  muflcally  clear 
Than  Ariel  whifper’d  in  Belinda’s  ear. 

/ 

P  And  his  high  helmet  was  a  clofe-ilool  pan®  Dispensary. 

Too 
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Too  Toon  he  quits  them  for  a  (harper  tone; 
See  him,  tho’  form’d  to  fill  the  epic  throne. 
Decline  the  fceptre  of  that  wide  domain. 

To  bear  a  Lidtor’s  rod  in  Satire’s  tram; 
And,  (hrouded  in  a  milt  of  moral  fpleen. 
Behold  him  clofe  the  vifionary  fcene  ! 


VERSES  on  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds’s  Painted  Window  at  New  College , 

Oxford. 


AH  flay  thy  treacherous  hand,  forbear  to  trace 
Thofe  faultlefs  forms  of  elegance  and  grace  ! 

Ah,  ceafe  to  fpread  the  bright  tranfparent  mafs. 

With  Titian’s  pencil,  o’er  the  fpeaking  glafs ! 

Nor  deal,  by  ftrokes  of  art  with  truth  combin’d. 

The  fond  illufions  of  my  wayward  mind  ! 

For  long,  enamour’d  of  a  barbarous  age, 

A  faithlefs  truant  to  the  claflic  page ; 

Long  have  I  lov’d  to  catch  the  fimple  chime  \ 

Of  minilrel-harps,  and  (pell  the  fabling  rhyme  5 
To  view  the  feftive  rites,  the  knightly  play. 

That  deck’d  heroic  Albion’s  elder  day  ; 

To  mark  the  mouldering  halls  of  barons  bold. 

And  the  rough  caftle,  calf  in  giant-mould; 

With  Gothic  manners  Gothic  arts  explore. 

And  mufe  on  the  magnificence  of  yore. 

But  chief,  enraptur’d  have  1  lov’d  to  roam, 

A  lingering  votary,  the  vaulted  dome. 

Where  the  tall  (hafts,  that  mount  in  ma(Ty  pride. 

Their  mingling  branches  (hoot  from  fide  to  fide  ; 

Where  elfin  fculptors,  with  fantallic  clew, 

O’er  the  long  roof  their  wild  embroidery  drew; 

Where  Superftition,  with  capricious  hand. 

In  many  a  maze  the  wreathed  window  plann’d. 

With  hues  romantic  ting’d  the  gorgeous  pane. 

To  fill  with  holy  light  the  wonderous  fane  ; 

To  aid  the  builder’s  model,  richly  rude. 

By  no  Vitruvian  fymmetry  fubdued  ; 

To  fuit  the  genius  of  the  myftic  pile  : 

Whilft  as  around  the  far-redring  ifle. 

And  fretted  (hrines  with  hoary  trophies  hung. 

Her  dark  illumination  wide  (he  (lung. 

With  new  folemnity,  the  nooks  profound-. 

The  caves  of  death,  and  the  dim  arches  frown’d. 

From  blifs  long  felt  unwillingly  we  part: 

Ah,  fpare  the  weaknefs  of  a  lover’s  fyeart ! 
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Chafe  not  the  phantoms  of  my  fairy  dream. 

Phantoms  that  fhrink  at  Reafon’s  painful  gleam  ! 

That  fofter  touch,  inftdious  artift,  flay. 

Nor  to  new  joys  my  Itruggling  bread  betray  ! 

Such  was  a  penljve  bard’s  miftaken  drain. — 

But,  oh,  of  ravifh’d  pleafures  why  complain  ? 

No  more  the  matchlefs  fkill  I  call  unkind 
That  drives  to  difenchant  my  cheated  mind. 

For  when  again  I  view  thy  chade  delign. 

The  juft  proportion,  and  the  genuine  line  ; 

Thofe  native  pourtraitures  of  attic  art. 

That  from  the  lucid  furface  feem  to  dart ; 

Thofe  tints,  that  deal  no  glories  from  the  day, 

.  Nor  afk  the'  fun  to  lend  his  dreaming  ray ; 

The  doubtful  radiance  of  contending  dies. 

That  faintly  mingle,  yet  didinftly  rife ; 

’Twixt  light  and  ihade  the  tranlitory  drife  ; 

The  feature  blooming  with  immortal  life  : 

The  dole  in  cafual  foldings  taught  to  flow. 

Not  with  ambitious  ornaments  to  glow  ; 

The  tread  majeflic,  and  the  beaming  eye 
That  lifted  fpeaks  its  commerce  with  the  Iky  : 

Sudden,  the  fombrous  imagery  is  fled. 

Which  late  my  viflonary  rapture  fed  : 

Thy  powerful  hand  has  broke  the  Gothic  chain. 

And  brought  my  bofom  back  to  truth  again  : 

To  truth,  by  no  peculiar  tafte  confin’d, 

Whofb  univerfal  pattern  Arikes  mankind ; 

To  truth,  whofe  bold  and  unrefided  aim 
Checks  frail  Caprice,  and  F addon’s  fickle  claim  ; 

To  truth,  whofe  charms  Deception’s  magic  quell. 

And  bind  coy  Fancy  in  a  stronger  fpell. 

Ye  brawny  prophets,  that  in  robes  lo  rich. 

At  didance  due,  poflefs  the  crifped  niche  ; 

Ye  rows  of  patriarchs,  that  fubiimely  rear’d, 

DifFufe  a  proud  primeval  length  of  beard  : 

Ye  faints,  who  clad  in  crimfon’s  bright  array. 

More  pride  than  humble  poverty  difplay  : 

Ye  virgins  meek,  that  wear  the  palmy  crown 
Of  patient  faith,  and  yet  fo  fiercely  frown  : 

Ye  angels,  that  from  golden  clouds  recline. 

But  boad  no  femblar.ee  to  a  race  divine : 

Ye  tragic  tales  of  legendary  lore. 

That  draw  devotion’s  ready  tear  no  more  : 

Ye  martyrdoms  of  unenlighten’d  days. 

Ye  miracles,  that  now  no  wonder  raiie  : 

Shapes,  that  with  one  broad  glare  the  gazer  drike, 
Kings,  bifhops,  nuns,  apodles,  all  alike  ! 
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Ye  colours,  that  th’  unwary  fight  amaze. 

And  only  dazzle  in  the  noontide  blaze  1 
No  more  the  facred  window’s  round  difgrace, 

Eut  yield  to  Grecian  groupes  the  fhining  fpace. 

Lo,  from  the  canvas  Beauty  fhifts  her  throne, 

Lo,  Pi&ure’s  powers  a  new  formation  own ! 

Behold  (he  prints  upon  the  cryflal  plain. 

With  her  own  energy,  th’  expreffive  ihin  ! 

The  mighty  mailer  fpreads  his  mimic  toil 
More  wide,  nor  only  blends  the  breathing  oil  $ 

Eut  calls  the  lineaments  of  life  compleat 
From  genial  alchymy’s  creative  heat  ; 

Obedient  forms  to  the  bright  fulion  gives, 
v  While  in  the  warm  enamel  Nature  lives. 

Artiil,  ’lis  thine,  from  the  broad  window’s  height* 
To  add  new  luilre  to  religious  light  : 

Not  of  its  pomp  to  ilrip  this  antient  fhrine. 

But  bid  that  pomp  with  purer  radiance  fhine  : 

With  arts  unknown  before,  to  reconcile 
The  willing  Graces  to  the  Gothic  pile. 
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5  I  S  May’s  meridian  reign  ;  yet  Eurus  cold 

J  Forbids  each  fhrinking  thorn  its  leaves  unfold. 

Or  hang  with  filver  buds  her  rural  throne  : 

No  primrofe  Ihower  from  her  green  lap  fhe  throws 
No  daify,  violet,  or  cowllip  blows. 

And  Flora  weeps  her  fragrant  offspring  gone. 

Hoar  froft  arrefls  the  genial  dew  ; 

To  wake,  to  warble,  and  to  woo 

No  Einnet  calls  his  drooping  love  : 

Shall  then  the  poet  ftrike  the  lyre,  - 

When  mute  are  all  the  feather’d  quire. 

And  Nature  fails  to  warm  the  Syrens  of  the  grove  ? 

n. 

He  fhall :  for  what  the  fullen  Spring  denies 
The  orient  beam  of  virtuous  youth  fupplies ; 

*  This  exprefiion  is  taken  from  Milton’s  fong  on  May  Morning,  to  which 
thisflanza  in  general  alludes,  and  the  4th  verie  in  the  next. 

O  2  .  %  That 
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That  moral  dawn  be  his  infpiring  flame. 

Beyond  the  dancing  radiance  of  the  ead 
Thy  glory,  fon  of  Chatham  !  fires  his  bread. 

And,  proud  to  celebrate  thy  vernal  fame. 

Hark,  from  his  lyre  the  drain  afcends. 

Which  but  to  Freedom’s  fav’rite  friends 
That  lyre  difdains  to  found. 

Hark  and  approve,  as  did  thy  fire  * 

The  lays  which  once  with  kindred  fire 
His  mufe  in  Attic  mood  made  Mona’s  oaks  rebound. 

III. 

Long  fiient  fince,  fave  when,  in  Keppel’s  name. 
Detraction,  murd’ring  Britain’s  naval  fame. 

Rous’d  into  founds  of  fcorn  th’  indignant  dring  f 
But  now,  replenifh’d  with  a  richer  theme. 

The  vafe  of  harmony  fhall  pour  its  dream, 

Fan’d  by  free  Fancy’s  rainbow- tindtur’d  wing. 
Thy  country  too  fhall  hail  the  fong. 

Her  echoing  heart  the  notes  prolong  ; 

While  they  alone  with  J  envy  ligh, 

Whofe  rancour  to  thy  parent  dead 
Aim’d,  ere  his  funeral  rites  were  paid. 

With  vain  vindictive  rage  to  darve  his  progeny. 

IV. 

From  earth  and  thefe  the  mufe  averts  her  view. 

To  meet  in  yonder  fea  of  ether  blue 

A  beam  to  which  the  blaze  of  noon  is  pale ; 

In  purpling  circles  now  the  glory  fpreads, 

A  hod  of  angels  now  unveil  their  heads. 

While  heav’n’s  own  mufic  triumphs  on  the  gale® 
Ah  fee,  two  white-rob’d  feraphs  lead 
Thy  father’s  venerable  fliade ; 

He  bends  from  yonder  cloud  of  gold. 

While  they,  the  miniders  of  light. 

Bear  frojn  his  bread  a  mantle  bright. 

And  with  the  heav’n-wove  robe  thy  youthful  limbs  enfold. 

V. 

te  Receive  this  mydic  gift,  my  fon  !”  he  cries. 

And,  for  fo  wills  the  Sov’reign  of  the  fkies, 

*  The  poem  of  Caradlacus  was  read  in  MS.  by  the  late  Earl  of 
who  honoured  it  with  an  approbation  which  the  author  is  here 
record. 

f  See  Ode  to  the  Naval  Officers  of  Great  Britain,  written  1779. 

I  See  the  motto  from  Pindar. 

f  v  1  ' 
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te  With  this  receive,  at  Albion’s  anxious  hour, 

“  A  double  portion  of  my  patriot  zeal, 

“  Active  to  lpread  the  fire  it  dar’d  to  feel 

“  ’Thro’  raptur’d  fenates,  and  with  awful  power 
“  From  the  full  fountain  of  the  tongue 
“  To  roll  the  rapid  tide  along 

“  Till  a  whole  nation  caught  the  flame. 

<c  So  on  thy  fire  fhall  heav’n  befiow 
<f  A  blefling  Tullv  fail’d  to  know, 

“  And  redolent  in  thee  diffufe  thy  father’s  fame. 

VI. 

.  '  i  *  »  * 

“  Nor  thou,  ingenuous  boy  !  that  fame  defpife 

Which  lives  and  foreads  abroad  in  heav’n’s  pure  eyes, 

“  The  laft  belt  energy  of  noble  mind*  ; 

Revere  thy  father’s  fhade  ;  like  him  difdain 
**  The  tame,  the  timid,  temporizing  train, 

“  Awake  to  felf,  to  focial  intered  blind  : 

“  Young  as  thou  art,  Occafion  calls, 

“  Thy  country’s  fcale  or  mounts  or  falls 

“  As  thou  and  thy  compatriots  drive ; 

“  Scarce  is  the  fatal  moment  pad 
“  That  trembling  Albion  deem’d  her  lad, 

(<  O  knit  the  union  firm,  and  bid  an  empire  live. 

VII. 

<l  Proceed,  and  vindicate  fair  Freedom’s  claim, 

“  Give  life,  give  ftrength,  give  fubftance  to  her  name  ; 

“  The  native  rights  of  man  with  Fraud  conted  ; 

“  Yes,  fnatch  them  from  Corruption’s  baleful  power, 

“  Who  dares,  in  day’s  broad  eye,  thofe  rights  devour, 

“  While  prelates  bow,  and  blefs  the  harpy  fead. 

“  if  foil’d  at  fir  ft,  refume  thy  courfe, 

“  Rife  ftrengthen’d  with  Antaean  force, 

“  So  (hall  thy  toil  in  conquedend. 

“  Let  others  court  the  tinfel  things 
f<  That  hang  upon  the  fmile  of  kings, 
tt  £e  thine  the  mule’s  wreath  ;  be  thou  the  people’ s  friend 

PROLOGUE  f^cken  at  the  opening  of  the  Lyceum  at  Madrafs,  lySz. 

O  Grecia’s  Tons  while  Freedom  fpread  her  charms. 

And  rouz’d  each  lingering  votary'to  arms. 

The  hod  of  Ada  o’er  the  Euxine  drait. 

Broke  like  a  flood,  and  pour’d  reflftlefs  fate. 

No  force  could  check  it,  and  no  bar  withfland  ; 

Down  funk  Thermopylae’s  devoted  band — 

*  In  allufion  to  a  fine  and  well-known  pafiage  in  Milton’s  Lycidas. 

•  O  3  The 
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The  fack  of  Athens  fpoke  the  Grecian  doom. 

And  art  and  fcience  fear’d  a  common  tomb. 

Heaven  interpos’d.  Soon  blew  the  tempek  o’er,. 

And  left  the  wreck ^of  Grandeur  on  the  fhore. 

At  Freedom’s  call  returns  the  power  of  take. 

Refames  her  labours,  and  repairs  the  wake  ; 

On  Pindus’  top  defcend  th’  awarding  nine. 

And  chaplets  frefh  for  favour’d  heroes  twine  ; 

Its  umbrage  brown  Lyceum’s  fhade  regains. 

And  breathes  the  majeky  of  Attic  krains  ; 

His  juk  reward  there  meets  the  conlcious  brave,. 

On  land  who  triumph’d,  or  who  rul’d  the  wave  : 

Thence  takes  the  palm  at  .Salamis  he  won. 

Or  lives,  immortal  lives !  by  Marathon. 

How  like  the  pidlure  to  the  prefent  time! 

The  age  tho’  dikant,  tho’  oppos’d  the  clime. 

With  barbarous  rage  fell  Hyder  leads  his  bands. 

And  empties  kingdoms  on  our  groaning  lands. 

His  ftfength  to  wither,  Britain’s  kandards  fly; 

Her  navy  triumphs  o’er  his  #  Grtek  ally  : 

And  Hughes  and  Coote  have  fnatch’d  a  fplendid  praife. 
But  known  to  Spartan  and  Athenian  days. 

O  !  give  it  root,  kind  heaven  !  wide  let  it  fpread, 

’Till  ruin  crufh  this  modern  Xerxes’  head. 

Amid  this  krife  on  what  (hall  Wit  rely? 

Where  Take  refort,  or  Sentiment  apply  ? 

Mo  kage  is  left  to  feed  the  poet’s  flame, 

From  Fancy’s  mines  to  fpring  the  adlor’s  fame; 

The  mules’  hills  the  ruthlefs  awe  invades. 

And  leaves  no  mukc  where  it  leaves  no  ihades : 

No  lips  the  fount  of  Aganippe  take. 

Save  thole,  inhuman,  that  frequent  the  wake : 

In  groves  and  vallies,  pregnant  once  with  fong. 

Silence  prefides,  or  owls  difcordant  throng. 

,  War,  Gothic  war !  the  glimmering  light  denies. 

That  learning  fcatter’d  through  our  orient  Ikies. 

Should  then  feme  bolder  minds  their  view  proclaim 
To  blow  the  dying  embers  into  flame; 

With  wit’s  remains  to  make  one  glorious  kand. 

And  from  unletter’d  darknefs  kiield  the  land ; 

In  this  retreat  a  new  Lyceum  found. 

And  court  each  mufe  to  tread  the  fabled  ground; 

Tho’  vain  the  vifion,  tho’  remote  the  end. 

The  wile  fhall  hail  it,  and  the  fair  befriend; 

To  Beauty’s  fun  fome  Rofcius  homage  pay. 

And _  Shakefpeare  Ihcot  beneath  the  fokering  ray* 

1  '  ‘  '  *  '  ' 

#  France, 
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Nor  Sen  nor  Congreve  from  the  fcene  refrain* 
Nor  old  Anacreon,  with  his  Chian  drain. 

Mirth  mix’d  with  wifdom,  fhall  affert  her  rule. 
And  love  enlighten  Arilt -tie's  lchool. 


PROLOGUE  to  the  New  Comedy  oflV  ariety.  Spoken  by  Mr.  King. 

Written  by  R.  Tick  ell*  Efq. 

AM  T  D  the  rivals  of  contending  trade, 

'['hat  court  Variety's  fucceffive  aid. 

Two  neighbouring  houfes  mod  exert  their  cares, 

To  deck  with  novelty  their  patent  wares  ; 

Both  in  their  turns  your  generous  cudom  gain* 

For  both  a  powerful  company  maintain* 

In  Covent-garden,  and  at  Drury -lane. 

What  emulation  fires  this  rival  pair! 

Variety,  their  everlading  care — 1 — 

What  choice  aflbrtments  each  prefents  to  view  ! 

New  furbilh’d  remnants ,  now  whole  pieces  new. 

And  now  old  patterns ,  by  the  fciffars  [kill. 

Slic'd  into  fafety  like  a  cut  bank-bill.  - 
Here  all  the  fattin  of  Circafiia  Ihines, 

Or  homefpun  fluff  with  Scottish  plaid  combines. 

There  chequer’d  Harlequins  fair  Virtue  calls 
To  Negro  nymphs,  in  linfey -woolfey  /bawls  % 

Chi&aws  and  Ti&aws  all  the  town  entice — 

True  Eadern  fplendour ! — -c  nothing  but  full  price.3 
'Tis  good  old  Lun  rebukes  the  haughty  bo  ad. 

Stalks  from  his  tomb,  and  finks  a  half-price  ghod. 

What  then  tojudly  win  this  precious  name. 

What  true  Variety  now  fues  for  fame  ? 

Let  your  own  judgment  fix  our  author’s  plea—— 

To  that  we  trud  to-night’s  Variety. 

No  fod’ring  paragraph  .our  mufe  can  boad. 

To  dip  young  laurels  in  the  Morning  Pod  ; 

Or  call  the  feedling  puffs,  at  random  fet. 

To  thrive  tranfplanted  in  the  Noon  Gazette. 

Such  bankrupt  tricks  let  falfe  ambition  play. 

And  live  on  paper-credit— -day  by  day ; 

Variety  difdains  to  trud  her  caufe 
To  felfilh  flatt’ry,  or  to  bought  applaufe. 

What  fays  the  town  - do  more — reform-— enough-—-**- 

That  Bruffelles  Gazette  dop  the  prompter’s  puff. 

The  prompter’s  eye,  in  a  fine  phrenzy  fit. 

Glances  from  pit  to  box,  from  box  to  pit ; 

And  as  his  fancy  bodies  forth  whole  rows 
Of  abfent  belles,  and  vifionary  beaux, 

O  4  His 
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His  fertile  pen  affills  the  ideal  vapours. 

And  gives  them  local  fixture  in  the  papers. 

There  the  bold  tropes  of  adulation  glow, 

Refplendent  crowds  the  teeming  houfe  o’erflow  5 
Repeated  burfts  attend  each  fcene  throughout. 

And  the  play  clofes  with  a  general  fhout. 

But  this  kflitious  currency  is  paft- - - 

Falfe  drafts  on  Fame  mull  be  difgrac’d  at  laft. 

In  wit,  as  wealth,  for  treafure  or  applaufe. 

True  genuine  credit  is  the  public  caufe— - • 

The  laws  of  taile  at  leaft  fhould  kill  be  free— 

Affert  them  kindly  for— Variety, 

EPILOGUE  to  Lady  Craven’;  Arcadian  Pastoral*  Spoken 
by  Mifs  Faulkener,  in  the  Character  of  the  Fairy , 

H I  N  K  not,  good  folks,  becaufe  our  play  is  done — • 

That  all  my  power  of  Conjuration’s  gone  ! 

No  mortal  pow’r  a  fairy  can  difarm. 

And  females  ne’er  give  up  their  right  to  charm . 

Behold  the  0  do!  !  I  wave  this  wand  thrice  round 

& 

Now  you’re  ail  flruck  like  ftatues— all  {pell-bound  1 
Ladies.,  you  feel  it,  don’t  you  !  And  you.  Sirs  ? 

There’s  no  one  anfwers  ;  not  a  creature  fiirs. 

Well  now,  no  grumbling  !  or,  as  I’m  a  fprite. 

Not  one  among!!  you  (hall  go  home  to-night. 

We  preternatural  things,  ’bout  whom,  of  old. 

Your  prating  riurfes  have  fuch  wonders  told. 

Are  ftrangely  falfify’d  ! — With  them  our  trade’s. 

To  pop  thro’  key-holes,  and  to  pinch  old  maids ; 
t  To  meet,  in  troops,  by  moon  light  on  the  green. 

And  dance,  in  myftic  circles,  round  our  queen  l 
This,  and  a  great  deal  more,  as  wife  as  true. 

Some  good  believing  Chriftians  think  we  do. 

But  know,  a  million  nobler  far  is  ours. 

And  vve  to  greater  ends  direflour  pow’rs. 

Is  there  a  maid ,  to  whom  fome  thoughtlefs  youth 
Talks,  and  means  nothing,  about  (6<ue  and  truth  t 
Inflant  a  fairy  flies  to  point  the  fnare. 

And  whifper  in  her  ear.  Beware  !  Beware  f 
Is  there  a  fenator  in  all  your  land. 

Who  ror  a  brioe  holds  out  his  venal  hand  r 
To  twitch  his  fleeve,  our  winged  fquadrons  fly. 

And  whifper  in  his  ear,  Ob, fie l  Oh, fie! 

Is  there  1  dowager,  at  cards  grown  grey. 

Who,  when  fhe  lofes,  can  forget  to  pay  ? 

She 
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She  mnft  not  think  to  ’fcape  the  fairy’s  blame  ; 

We  thunder  in  her  ear,  For  Jhame  !  For  Jhame  ! 

But,  chief  ot  all  your  race,  young  and  fair 
We  make  with  pleafure  our  peculiar  care  : 

Ev’n  in  their  leak  concerns  we  take  a  part. 

And  deign  to  guide  the  frifeur’s  toilfome  art. 
Whene’er  Durinda  dreffes  for  the  ball. 

We  hover  o’er  in  ctouds  of  Marefchal ; 

Attend  her  there — there  watch  her  eyes  and  lips. 
And  check,  with  fage  advice,  whene’er  fhe  trips. 

Such  are  our  talks — -farewell  !  remember  me! 

The  charm  is  broke,  and  now  again  you’re  free. 

[Going,  returns 

Good  heav’ns,  I’d  nigh  forgot : — But  I  v.'as  lent 
To  alk,  if  with  our  play  you’re  all  content. 

My  little  trembling  friends  impatient  wait. 

To  hear  from  me  your  judgment,  and  their  fate. 
One  too  there  is,  to  whom  your  kind  applaufe. 

As  doubly  flatt’ring,  double  joy  will  caufe  : 

And  Jhe  to  merit  moft  concern  appears. 

Who  to  an  author  s  joins  a  mother’s  fears. 


EPILOGUE  to  the  Vv'alloons,  by  the  Author. 

k  t 

NO  W  men  are  fcarce,  and  thefe  wide-walling  wars 
Make  dreadful  havock  of  our  gallant  tars. 

Heroines,  how  fay  you  ?  (hall  the  white  flag  fly  ? 

Turn  out  the  female  volunteers,  fav  I. 

My  galley,  man  d  and  officer’d  by  you. 

Shall  challenge  Cleopatra’s  and  her  crew: 

And  doubt  not,  gentle  warriors,  you  fhall  find 
All  foft  accommodations  to  your  mind  : 

O’er  the  white  waves  your  painted  bark  fhall  rife,  ' 

With  enfign  colour’d  from  the  emperor's  eyes ; 

Your  ropes  of  filk,  your  decks  with  carpets  fpread. 

And  filver  tiffue  awning  over  head  ; 

Your  fifter  Sea- Nymphs,  wherefoe’er  you  fail. 

With  Perfa’s  odours  fhall  perfume  the  gale ; 

Neptune  in  date  upon  your  Hem  fhall  ride. 

And  powder’d  Tritons  ogle  by  your  fide. 

Then,  French  monfieurs,  keep  off  at  length  of  cable. 

If  once  we  grapple,  girls,  they’ll  find  us  able  ; 

Nay,  let  their  boaited  Paris  dames  advance. 

The  blood  of  Britain  ’gainfi:  the  rouge  of  France, 

We’ll  fairly  fettie  the  account  between  us. 

And  triumph  on  the  element  of  Venus. 


For 
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For  Spain,  our  friend  at  heart,  in  arms  oar  foe. 

Our  eyes  fhall  conquer  them  without  a  blow  ; 

By  love  and  mafic  their  foft  fouls  are  won. 

We'll  fight  them  with  guitar,  and  not  with  gun  ; 

Their  generous  lives,  tho’  not  their  hearts  we’ll  fpare  ; 
The  brave,  tho’  vanquilh’d,  Hill  deferve  the  fair. 

But  for  thole  flovenly  mynheers,  the  Dutch, 

Let  not  their  trowfers  come  within  my  touch ; 

Oh,  we’ve  a  rod,  dear  countrymen,  to  tickle 
Thofe  herring  mongers,  lous’d  in  their  own  pickle* 

But  you,  Americans,  who  fpurn  the  bread 
To  which  your  helplefs  infancy  was  pred. 

Ye  unreturning  prodigals,  who  feed 
,  On  empty  hulks,  and  p refs  the  broken  reed 
Of  Gallic  promifes,  oh  come  and  prove 
A  mother’s  pardon  and  a  filler’s  love,. 
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Prefaces ,  biographical  and  critical , 
to  the  W oris  of  the  Englijb  Peels , 
by  Samuel  johnfon.  10  ojgL 
1 2  mo. ' 

t  HOUGH  the  merits  of  this 
learned  performance  have 
been  long  fince  the  fubjedt  of  difeuf- 
fion,  and  its  reputation  be  efbabl i fil¬ 
ed  on  the  moft  univerfal  applaufe, 
yet  the  uniformity  of  our  plan,  and 
the  refpedt  due  to  a  name  fo  juftly 
celebrated,  require  that  we  fhould 
connedt  with  our  former  remarks 
fome  obfervations  on  the  laft  fix 
volumes  of  this  valuable  work. 

Perhaps  no  age  or  country  has 
ever  produced  a  fpecies  of  criti- 
cifm  more  perfect  in  its  kind,  or 
better  calculated  for  general  in- 
itrudtion,  than  the  publication  be¬ 
fore  us  :  for  whether  we  confider 
it  in  a  literary,  philofophical,  or 
a  moral  view,  we  are  at  a  lofs 
whether  to  admire  moft  the  au¬ 
thor’s  variety  and  copioufnefs  of 
learning,  the  foundnefs  of  his 
judgement,  or  the  purity  and  ex¬ 
cellence  of  his  character  as  a  man. 

It  is  furely  of  importance  to  the 
riling  generation  to  be  fupplied  in 
the  moft  elegant  walk  of  literature 
with  a  guide,  who*  points  out 
what  is  beautiful -in  writing  as 
well  as  in  action,  who  uniformly 
blends  inftrudtion  with  amufement, 
who  informs  tire  underftandirtg. 


and  redlifies  the  judgement,  while 
he  mends  the  heart. 

But  notwithftanding  the  gene¬ 
ral  popularity  of  this  performance, 
and  an  uncommon  degree  of  de- 
cilion  in  its  favour,  it  was  not  to 
be  expedted  that  a  work  of  this 
nature,  indeed  that  any  work, 
fhould  pafs  totally  without  excep¬ 
tion,  or  without  cenfure.  In  fome 
inftances  it  has  divided  the  opi~ 
nions  of  the  learned,  in  a  few  it 
has  proyoked  the  feverity  of  cri- 
ticifm ;  with  what  propriety  the 
public  have  judged  from  the 
pamphlets  that  have  appeared,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  defence  of  Gray.  That 
the  dodtor  was  not  over  zealous  to 
allow  him  the  degree  of  praife 
that  the  public  voice  had  pretty 
univerfally  aftigned  him,  is,  we 
think,  fufficiently  apparent.  Par¬ 
tiality  to  his  beautiful  elegy,  had 
perhaps  allotted  him  a  rank  above 
his  general  merits  r  that  juftice 
was  the  ohjedt  of  the  biographer, 
we  cannot  doubt ;  but  in  com¬ 
bating  opinions  we  fuppofe  to  be 
erroneous,  we  are  extremely  fub¬ 
jedt  to  fall  ourfelves  into  the  op- 
polite  extreme,  and  to  this  we  are 
inclined  to  attribute  whatever  de¬ 
viations  from  the  general  accuracy 
of  the  author  may  be  met  with  in 
the  courfe  of  this  work.  In  this 
opinion  we  are  confirmed  by  in¬ 
ftances  on  the  other  fide,  where  the 

dodtor 
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do£ior  feems  to  give  hyperbolical 
praife  to  names,  which  had  per¬ 
haps  been  iuffered  to  lie  under 
too  much  negledt  and  oblivion. 
Whether  the  origin  of  fomething 
like  an  attachment  to  a  particular 
fet  of  notions,  or  a  fet  of  men, 
may  be  explained  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  we  leave  our  readers  to  de¬ 
termine.  That  our  learned  au¬ 
thor’s  judgement  has  been  warped 
on  forme  ftibjechs,  where  party  has 
an  influence,  is  the  opinion  of  pro¬ 
bably  the  greater  number  of  his 
admirers  ;  and  if  it  be  true,  it  is 
a  decilive  argument  to  fhew  the 
prevalence  of  prejudice,  and  that 
the  ftrongeft  underftanding  is  not 
always  proof  agai  ?fl  its  inroads. 

A  ter  a  very  copious  and  minute 
narrative  of  the  life  and  writings 
of  Addifon,  who  Hands  next  in 
the  arrangement  of  this  edition, 
he  fums  up  the  literary  and  moral 
character  of  that  celebrated  author 
by  a  conclufion,  out  of  which  we 
Ih all  lay  before  our  readers  the 
following  extracts. 

Addifon,  in  his  life,  and  for 
fome  time  afterwards,  was  con  fi¬ 
de  reel  by  the  greater  part  of  readers 
as  fupremely  excelling  both  in 
poetry  and  criticifm.  Part  of 
his  reputation  may  be  probably 
aferibed  to  the  advancement  of  his 
fortune  ;  when,  as  Swift  obferves, 
be  became  a  ftatefman,  and  faw 
poets  waiting  at  his  levee,  it  is 
mo  wonder  that  praife  was  accu¬ 
mulated  upon  him.  Much  like- 
wife  may  be  more  honourably 
aferibed  to  his  perfpnal  chara&er  : 
he  who,  if  he  had  claimed  it, 
might  have  obtained  the  diadem, 
was  not  likely  to  be  denied  the 
laurel. 

<e  His  poetry  is  firft  to  be  con- 
fidered  ;  cf  which  it  is  to  be  con- 


fefled  that  it  has  not  often  thofe 
felicities  of  diction  which  give 
luflre  to  fentiments,  or  that  vigour 
of  fentiment  that  animates  dic¬ 
tion  :  there  is  little  of  ardor,  ve¬ 
hemence,  or  tranfport  :  there  is* 
very  rarely  the  awfuTnefs  of  gran¬ 
deur,  and  not  very  often  the  fplen- 
dor  of  elegance.  He  thinks  ju Il¬ 
ly,  but  he  thinks  faintly.  This  is 
his  general  character  ;  to  which, 
doubtlefs,  many  Angle  pafTages 
will  furnifh  exceptions  ;  yet  if 
he  feldom  reaches  fupreme  excel¬ 
lence,  he  rarely  links  into  dulneis, 
and  is  Hill  more  rarely  entangled 
in  abfurdi  y.  He  did  not  truft 
his  powers  enough  to  be  negli¬ 
gent.  There  is  in  moll  of  his 
compofltions  a  calomels  and  equa¬ 
bility,  deliberate  and  cautious, 
fometimes  with  little  that  de¬ 
lights,  but  feldom  with  any  thing 

that  offends. 

/ 

As  a  deferiber  of  life  and 
manners,  he  mull  be  allowed  to 
Hand  perhaps  the  firft  of  the  firfl 
rank.  His  humour,  which,  as 
Steele  obferves,  is  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  is  fo  happily  diffufed  as 
to  give  the  grace  of  novelty  to 
domeftic  feenes  and  daily  occur¬ 
rences.  He  never  outfleps  the 
modelly  of  nature,  nor  raifes  mer¬ 
riment  or  wonder  by  the  violation 
of  truth.  His  figures  neither  di¬ 
vert  by  diftortion,  nor  amaze  by 
aggravation.  He  copies  life  with 
fo  much  fidelity,  that  he  can  be 
hardly  faid  to  invent  :  yet  his  ex¬ 
hibitions  have  an  air  lo  much  ori¬ 
ginal,  that  it  is  difficult  to  flip- 
pofe  them  not  merely  the  predudt 
of  imagination. 

<c  As  a  teacher  cf  wifdom,  he 
may  be  confidently  followed.  His 
religion  has  nothing  in  it  entr  u- 
fiaflic  or  fuperfiitious  ;  he  appears 

neither 
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neither  weakly  credulous,  nor  wan¬ 
tonly  fceptical  ;  his  morality  is 
■neither  dangeroufly  lax,  nor  im¬ 
practicably  rigid.  Ail  the  en¬ 
chantment  of  fancy,  and  all  the 
cogency  of  argument,  a  e  em¬ 
ployed  to  recommend  to  the  reader 
his  real  intered,  the  care  of  pleaf- 
ing  the  author  of  his  being. 

“  Truth  is  fhewn  fometimes  as 
the  phantom  of  a  viiion,  fome- 
times  appears  half  veiled  in  an  al¬ 
legory  ;  fometimes  attracts  regard 
in  the  robes  of  fancy,  and  forne- 
times  Heps  forth  in  the  confidence 
of  realon.  She  wears  a  thpufand 
drelfes,  and  in  all  is  pleaftng. 

Millehabet  ornatus,  milie  decenter  habet. 

“  His  profe  is  the  model  of  the 
«iddle  ftyle  ;  on  grave  fubje&s 
not  formal,  on  light  occafions  not 
groveling  ;  pure  wi  hout  ferupu- 
loiity,  and  exa£t  without  apparent 
elaboration  ;  always  equable,  and 
always  eafy,  without  glowing  words 
or  pointed  fentences.  Addifon 
never  deviates  from  his  track  to 
fnatch  a  grace  ;  he  leeks  no  ambi¬ 
tious  ornaments,  and  tries  no  ha¬ 
zardous  innovations.  His  page  is 
.always  luminous,  but  never  blazes 
in  unexpected  fplendor. 

It  feems  to  have  been  his 
principal  endeavour  to  avoid  all 
harthnefs  and  feverity  of  didion  ; 
he  is  therefore  fometimes  verbofe 
in  his  tranfitions  and  convieClions, 
and  fometimes  defeends  too  much 
to  the  language  of  converfation  ; 
yet  if  his  language  had  been  leis 
idiomatical,  it  might  have  loft 
fomewhat  of  its  genuine  angii- 
cifm.  What  he  attempted,  he 
performed  ;  he  is  never  feeble, 
and  he  did  not  vvifh  to  be  ener¬ 
getic  ;  he  is  never  rapid,  and  he 
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never  ftagnates.  His  fentences 
have  neither  ftudied  amplitude, 
nor  affcCted  brev^y  ;  his  periods, 
though  not  diligently  rounded, 
are  voluble  and  ealy.  Whoever 
wiihes  to  attain  an  Englifti  ftyle, 
familiar  but  not  coarie,  and  ele¬ 
gant  but  not  oftentadous,  muft 
give  his  days  and  nights  to  the 
volumes  of  Addiion.” 

We  could  not  refill  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  transcribing  fo  large  a  por¬ 
tion,  as  it  exhibits,  with  a  pecu¬ 
liar  happinefs,  the  character  of  a 
mafterly  writer,  drawn  by  a  ma- 
fterly  hand. 

The  fixth  volume  contains  the 
lives  of  Granville,  Rowe,  Tickell, 
Congreve,  Fenton,  and  Prior. 

Granville  is  deferibed  as  an 
amiable  and  accomplilhed  charac¬ 
ter,  but  an  indifferent  poet  ;  and 
his  fame  is  with  j office  aferibed 
rather  to  the  elevation  of  his  rank, 
than  to  the  intrinfic  merit  of  his 
works. 

“  Granville  was  a  man  illuftri- 
ous  by  his  birth,  and  therefore 
attracted  notice  :  ftnee  he  is  by 
Pope  ftiled  the  polite ,  he  muft  be 
fuppofed  elegant  in  his  manners, 
and  generally  loved.  He  was  in. 
times  cf  conteft  and  turbulence 
fteady  to  his  party,  and  obtained 
that  efteem  which  is  always  con¬ 
ferred  upon  firmnefs  and  confiii- 
ency.  With  thofe  advantages, 
having  learned  the  art  of  verftfy- 
ing,  he  declared  him.felf  a  Poet, 
and  his  claim  to  the  laurel  was 
allowed.” 

After  a  minute  and  ingenious 
inveftigation  of  the  merits  and 
faults  of  his  dramatic  works,  the 
character  of  Rowe  as  a  writer 
is  fummed  up  in  the  following 

words  * 
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words:  se  Whence  then  has  Rowe 
his  reputation  ?  from  the  reafori- 
ablenefs  and  propriety  of  fome  of 
his  fcenes,  from  the  elegance  of 
his  diXion,  and  the  fuavity  of  his 
verfe.  He  feldom  moves  either 
pity  or  terror,  but  he  often  ele¬ 
vates  the  fentiments ;  he  feldom 
pierces  the  breaR,  but  he  always 
delights  the  ear,  and  often  im¬ 
proves  the  underflanding,” 

He  adds, 

££  The  verflon  of  Lucan  is  one 
of  the  greateR  prodaXions  of  Eng- 
lifh.  poetry ;  for  there  is  perhaps 
none  that  fo  completely  exhibits 
the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal.  Lucan,  is  diRinguifhed  by 
a  kind  of  diXatoria!  or  philofo- 
phic  dignity,  rather,  as  Quinti¬ 
lian  obferves,  declamatory  than 
poetical ;  full  of  ambitious  mora¬ 
lity  and  pointed  fentences,  ccm- 
prifed  in  vigorous  and  animated 
lines.  This  character  Rowe  has 
very  diligently  and  fuccefsfully 

preferved.  - —  His  verification, 

which  is  fitch  as  his  contempo¬ 
raries  praXifed,  without  any  at¬ 
tempt  at  innovation  or  improve¬ 
ment,  feldom  wants  either  melody 
or  force  :  his  author's  fenfe  is 
fometimes  a  little  diluted  by  addi¬ 
tional  infufions,  and  fometimes 
weakened  by  too  much  expansion. 
But  fuch  faults  are  to  be  excelled 

i 

in  all  tranflations,  from  the  con- 
Rraint  of  meafures  and  diflimiii- 
tude  of  languages.  The  Phar- 
falia  of  Rowe  delerves  more  notice 
than  it  obtains,  and  as  it  is  more 
read,  will  be  more  efteemed.5’ 

To  Tickell,  Congreve,  and 
Prior,  is  afiigned  a  portion  of  this 
work  fuitable  to  their  rank,  and 
their  refpeXive  merits  are  cha- 
racterifed  with  great  truth  and 


accuracy  ;—but  the  life  of  Pope 
Rands  eminently  diRinguifhed  by 
the  minutenefs  with  which  it  has 
been  traced,  by  the  variety  of  in¬ 
formation  it  contains,  and  the  va¬ 
luable  criticifm  it  abounds  with. 
The  curiofity  of  the  biographer 
has  followed  him  through  the 
fhade  of  retirement,  through  the 
pleafantry  of  convivial  fociety,  and 
the  tumult  of  his  literary  warfare  ; 
and  the  whole  is  interfperfed  with 
reflexions  peculiarly  intereRing  to 
the  fcholar  and  the  moraliR. 

The  following  extraXs  cannot 
be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

££  Of  j his  intelleXual  charaXer, 
the  confident  and  fundamental 
principle  was  good  fenfe,  a  prompt 
and  intuitive  perception  of  confo- 
nance  and  propriety.  He  faw  im¬ 
mediately,  of  his  own  conceptions, 
what  was  to  be  chofen,  and  what 
to  be  rejeXed  ;  and  in  the  works 
of  others,  what  was  to  be  fhunned, 
and  what  was  to  be  copied. 

££  But  good  fenfe  alone  is  a  fe- 
date  and  quiefcent  quality,  which 
manages  its  paflions  well,  but  does 
not  in  create  them  ;  it  colleXs  few 
materials  for  its  own  operations, 
and  preferves  fafety,  but  never 
gains  fupremacy.  Pope  had  like- 
wife  genius  ;  a  mind  aXive,  am¬ 
bitious,  and  adventurous,  always 
inveltigating,  always  afpiring  ;  in 
its  w’ildeft  fearches  Rill  longing  to 
go  forward,  in  its  higheR  flights 
Rill  wifhing  to  be  higher ;  always 
imagining  fomething  greater  than 
it  knows,  always  endeavouring 
more  than  it  can  do. 

f£  To  a  Hi  ft  thefe  powers,  he  is 
faid  to  have  had  great  Rrength  and 
exaXneis  of  memory.  That  which 
he  had  heard  or  read  was  not  eaflly 
loR,  and  he  had  before  him  not 

only 
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only  what  his  own  meditation  Sug¬ 
gested,  bat  what  he 'had  found  in 
other  writers  that  might  be  accom¬ 
modated  to  his  prefent  purpofe. 

*?  Thefe  benefits  of  nature  he 
improved  by  inceffant  and  un¬ 
wearied  diligence  ;  he  had  re¬ 
course  to  every  fource  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  loil  no  opportunity  of 
information  ;  he  confulted  the 
living  as  well  as  the  dead  ;  he  read 
his  compositions  to  his  friends,  and 
was  never  content  with  mediocrity 
when  excellence  could  be  attained. 
He  considered  poetry  as  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  life,  and  however  he 
might  feem  to  lament  his  occupa¬ 
tion,  he  followed  it  with  con¬ 
stancy  :  to  make  verfes  was  his 
firSt  labour,  and  to  mend  them  was 
his  lad. 

He  was  one  of  thofe  few 
whofe  labour  is  their  pleafure  ;  he 
was  never  elevated  to  negligence, 
nor  wearied  to  impatience  :  he 
never  paffed  a  fault  unamended  by 
indifference,  nor  quitted  it  by 
defpair :  he  laboured  his  works 
firSt  to  gain  reputation,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  keep  it. 

“  He  profeffed  to  have  learned 
his  poetry  from  Dryden,  whom, 
whenever  an  opportunity  was  pre- 
fented,  he  praifed  through  his 
whole  life  with  unwearied  libe¬ 
rality  ;  and  perhaps  his  character 
may  receive  fome  illustration,  if 
he  be  compared  with  his  mailer. 

««  Integrity  of  understanding 
and  nicety  of  difeernment  were 
not  allotted  in  a  lefs  proportion  to 
Dryden  than  to  Pope.  The  rec¬ 
titude  of  Dryden’s  mind  was  Suffi¬ 
ciently,  Shewn  by  the  difmiSIion  of 
his  poetical  prejudices,  and  the 
rejection  of  unnatural  though  s 
and  ragged  numbers.  But  -  Dry- 

3  . 
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den  never  defired  to  apply  all  the 
judgement  that  he  had.  He  wrote, 
and  profeffed  to  write,  merely  for 
the  people  ;  and  when  he  pleaded 
others,  he  contented  himfelL  He 
fpent  no  time  in  Struggles  to  roufe 
latent  powers ;  he  never  attempted 
to  make  that  better  which  was  al¬ 
ready  -ood,  nor  often  to  mend 
what  he  muft  have  known  to  he 
faulty.  He  wrote,  as  he  tell* 
us,  with  very  little  considerations 
when  neceffity  or  occasion  called 
upon  him,  he  poured  out  what 
the  prefent  moment  happened  to 
fupply  ;  and  when  once  it  had 
paffed  the-  prefs,  ejected  it  frora 
his  mind  ;  for  when  he  had  no  pe¬ 
cuniary  interest,  he  had  no  further 
Solicitude. 

«  Pope  was  not  content  to  fatisfy; 
he  defired  to  excel,  and  therefore 
always  endeavoured  to  do  his  belt:, 
he  did  not  court  the  candour,  but 
dared  the  judgement  of  his  reader  j 
and  expefting  no  indulgence  from 
others,  he  Shewed  none  to  himfelfl 
He  examined  lines  and  words 
with  minute  and  punctilious  ob¬ 
servation,  and  retouched  every 
part  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
till  he  had  left  nothing  to  be  fbr- 
giverl. 

In  acquired  knowledge  the 
Superiority  mult  be  allowed  to 
Dryden,  whofe  education  was 
more  fcholaftic,  and  who,  before 
he  became  an  author,  had  been 
allowed  more  time  for  Study,  with 
better  means  of  information.  His 
mind  has  a  larger  range,  and  he 
colleCis  his  images  and  illustra¬ 
tions  from  a  more  extenfive  cir¬ 
cumference  of  Science*  Dryden 
knew  more  of  man  in  his  general 
nature,  and  Pope  in  h-s  local 
manners.  The  notions  of  Dry¬ 
den 
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den  were  formed  by  comprehen- 
iive  {peculation,  and  thofe  of  Pope 
by  minute  attention.  There  is 
more  dignity  in  the  knowledge  of 
Dryden,  and  more  certainty  in 
that  of  Pope. 

i(  Of  genius,  that  power  which 
conftitutes  a  poet  ;  that  quality, 
without  which  judgement  is  cold 
and  knowledge  is  inert ;  that 
energy  which  colle&s,  combines, 
amplifies,  and  animates;  .the  fu- 
periority  mult,  with  fome  hefita- 
tion,  be  allowed  to  Dryden.  It 
is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  of  this 
poetical  vigour  Pope  had  only  a 
little,  becaufe  Dryden  had  more  ; 
for  every  other  writer  fmce  Milton 
mud  give  place  to  Pope  ;  and  even 
of  Dryden  it  mult  be  laid,  that  if 
he  has  brighter  paragraphs,  he  has 
not  better  poems. 

<c  Dryden’s  performances  were 
always  haiiy,  either  excited  by 
fome  external  occafion,  or  ex¬ 
torted  by  domeftic  neceffity ;  he 
compofed  without  coniideratiao, 
and  publifhed  without  correction  : 
what  his  mind  could  fupply  at 
call,  or  gather  in  one  excurfion, 
was  all  that  he  fought,  and  all 
that  he  gave.  The  dilatory  cau¬ 
tion  of  Pope  enabled  him  to  con- 
denfe  his  fentiments,  to  multiply 
his  images,  and  to  accumulate  all 
that  fludy  might  produce,  or 
chance  might  fupply.  If  the 
flights  ,0 f  Dryden  therefore  are 
higher.  Pope  continues  longer  on 
the  wing.  If  of  Dryden’s  fire  the 
blaze  is  brigher,  of  Pope’s  the 
heat  is  more  regular  and  ccmflant. 
Dryden  often  furpafles  expectation, 
and  Pope  never  falls  below  it. 
Dryden  is  read  with  frequent  aflo- 
nifhmoht,  and  '  Pope  with  perpe¬ 
tual  delight, ” 


The  life  of  the  unfortunate  Sa¬ 
vage  exhibits  a  melancholy  in- 
ftance  of  uncommon  ability  united 
with  uncommon  diflrefs,  and  what 
is  kill  more  remarkable,  and  more 
to  be  lamented,  of  a  mother  molt 
unnaturally  anxious  to  accomplifn 
the  mifery  of  her  own  child*  It 
would  be  difficult  to  mention  a 
narrative  throughout  the  whole 
compafs  of  Englifh  biography, 
calculated  fo  powerfully  to  awaken 
the  reader’s  feelings,  to  excite  his 
companion  on  the  cine  fide,  and 
his  deteftation  on  the  other.  The 
flory  is  here  told  in  a  manner 
ftrikingly  pathetic,  and  interwoven 
with  reflections  that  do  honour  to 
the  writer. 

It  concludes  with  the  following 
extract. 

“  This  relation  will  not  be 
wholly  without  its  ufe,  if  thofe, 
who  ianguifh  under  any  part  of 
his  fufferings,  fhail  be  enabled  to 
fortify  their  patience,  by  reflect¬ 
ing  that  they  feel  only  thofe  af¬ 
flictions  from  which  the  abilities 
of  Savage  did  not  exempt  him  ; 
or  thofe,  who,  in  confidence  of 
fuperior  capacities  or  attainments, 
difregard  the  common  maxims  of 
life,  fha.ll  be  reminded,  that  no¬ 
thing  will  fupply  the  want  of 
prudence  ;  and  that  negligence 
and  irregularity,  long  continued, 
will  make  knowledge  ufelefs,  wit 
ridiculous,  and  genius  contemp¬ 
tible.” 

Of  the  intermediate  and  fubfe- 
quent  lives  the  molt  eminent  are 
thofe  of  Swift  and  Young.  In 
the  former,  though  well  executed, 
little  new  was  to  be  expedited  ; 
and  the  latter  was  written  by  a 
friend  of  the  author,  and  in  no 
indifferent  ftile  of  imitation. 


An 
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An  FJfay  on  the  Genius  and  Writings 
of  Pope. 

TH  E  performance  before  us 
is  the  i'equel  of  a  work  pub- 
Jifhed  fome  years  ago,  the  avowed 
intention  of  which  was  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  Pope,  to  de¬ 
termine  in  what  clafs  of  our  Eng- 
lifh  poets  he  (hould  be  ranked,  or 
at  lead:  to  (hew,  that  he  is  not 
entitled  to  a  place  amongft  the 
firfi.  The  plan  adopted  by  the 
author  to  prove  his  pofition  is  can¬ 
did  and  judicious.  The  whole  of 
the  poet’s  works  being  diftinCtly 
examined,  and  the  particular  beau¬ 
ties  and  defeats  of  each  in  gene¬ 
ral  accurately  remarked.  But  we 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  publication  would  have 
been  more  fuccefsfuily  anfwered, 
had  the  learned  critic  lefs  fre¬ 
quently  indulged  his  peculiar  turn 
for  digrefiioiis ;  which,  though 
they  are  often  ingenious,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  entertaining,  ferve  only  to 
divert  the  reader  from  his  main 
purpofe,  by  incumbering  the  me¬ 
mory,  and  diflipating  the  atten¬ 
tion.  It  is  not  meant  to  infmuate, 
that  the  p  adages  we  allude  to  have 
not,  upon  the  whole,  a  natural 
connexion  with  the  fubjeCt  in  con- 
fideration  ;  but  we  think  they  are 
often  purified  too  far;  and  it  even 
happens  fometimes,  that  a  train 
of  unexpected  reflections  is  fo  in¬ 
troduced,  that  we  are  furprifed  at 
length  to  refume  the  thread  of  the 
original  work.  Dr.  Warton  dif- 
covers  an  extenfive  knowledge  of 
Italian  literature,  and  an  elegant 
tafte  for  the  fine  arts: — but  re¬ 
marks  on  Arioflo  and  Petrarch, 
are  not  remarks  upon  Pope  ;  and 
the  moll  accurate  difquifition  on 
architecture  or  painting,  is  at  belt 
Vol.  XXV. 


but  unfeafonable,  if  it  has  no  re¬ 
lation  to,  or  is  but  (lightly  con¬ 
nected  with,  the  proper  objeCt  of 
our  attention.  Among  the  re¬ 
marks  on  the  Temple  of  Fame ,  are 
the  following. 

High  on  his  car  Sefoflris  ft  ruck  my  view, 
Whom  fceptred  liaves  in  golden  harnefs 
drew  ; 

His  hands  a  bow  and  pointed  jav’lin  hold ; 
His  giant  limbs  are  arm’d  in  fcales  of 
gold. 

**  This  colofTal  fiatue  of  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  eailern  tyrant  is  mot  very 
(trongly  imagined.  As  Phidias  is 
faid  to  have  received  his  ideas  of 
majelty  in  his  famous  Jupiter,  from 
a  paflage  in  Homer,  fo  it  is  to  be 
wiftied,  that  our  author’s  imagi¬ 
nation  had  been  inflamed  and  en¬ 
larged,  by  fludying  Milton’s  mag¬ 
nificent  Picture  of  Satan.  The 
word  hold  in  the  third  line  is  par¬ 
ticularly  feeble  and  flat. — It  is 
well  known  that  the  Egyptians,  in 
all  their  productions  of  art,  mif- 
took  the  gigantic  for  the  fublime, 
and  greatnefs  of  bulk  for  greatnefs 
of  manner.” 

Of  what  we  have  here  quoted, 
fome  part  is  appofite  enough,  and 
the  reft  is  without  doubt  true 
but  the  application  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  extradt  is  not  quite  fo  ob¬ 
vious. 

Of  Gothic  flruCtui'e  was  the  northern  fide. 
Overwrought  with  ornartietlts  of  barb’rou# 
pride. — 

“  Thofe  who  have  cbnfidered  the 
theory  of  architecture,  fays  a  writer 
who  had  throughly  fludied  it,  tell 
us,  the  proportions  of  the  three 
Grrecian  orders  were  taken  from 
the  human  body,  as  the  mofl  beau¬ 
tiful  and  perfect  production  of  na¬ 
ture. — Hence  were  derived  thofe 
graceful  ideas  of  column?,  whicfi 
P  had 
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had  a  character  of  ftrength  without 
chimfinefs,  and  of  delicacy  with¬ 
out  weaknefs.  Thofe  beautiful 
proper rions  were,  I  fay,  taken 
originally  from  nature,  which,  in 
her  creatures,  as  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  referreth  to  fome 
t|fe,  end,  or  defign.  The  Gon- 
liezza  alfo,  or  dwelling,  and  the 
diminution  of  a  pillar,  is  it  not  in 
fuch  proportion  as  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  llrong  and  light  at  the  fame 
time  ?  in  the  fame  manner,  mu  ft 
not  the  whole  entablature,  with 
Its  projections,  be  fo  proportion¬ 
ed,  as  to  feem  great,  but  not  hea¬ 
vy  ;  light,  but  not  little ;  inaf- 
much  as  a  deviation  into  either 
extreme,  would  thwart  that  reafon 
and  ufe  of  things,  wherein  their 
beauty  is  founded,  and  to  which 
It  is  fubordinate  ? 

“  The  entablature  and  all  its 
parts  and  ornaments,  architrave, 
freeze,  cornice,  triglyphs,  me¬ 
topes;  modiglions,  and  the  reft, 
have  each  an  ufe,  in  giving  firm- 
nefs  and  union  to  the  building,  in 
protedling  it  from  the  weather,  in 
calling  off  the  rain,  in  reprefent- 
log  the  ends  of  the  beams  with 
their  internals,  the  production  of 
the  rafters,  and  fo  forth.  And 
If  we  conlider  the  graceful  angles 
in  frontifpieces,  the  fpaces  be¬ 
tween  the  columns,  or  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  the  capitals,  lhall  we  not 
iind  that  their  beauty  arifeth  from 
the  appearance  of  ufe,  or  the  imi¬ 
tation  of  natural  things,  whofe 
beauty  is  originally  founded  on 
the  fame  principle  ?  Which  is  in¬ 
deed  the  grand  diftinCtion  between 
Grecian  and  Gothic  architecture, 
the  latter  being  fantaftical,  and 
for  the  molt  part  rcunded  neither 
in  nature  nor  reafon,  in  neccftity 
nor  x\fe3  the  appearance  of  which 


accounts  for  all  the  beauties, 
graces,  and  ornaments  of  the 
other.-  — Alciphron,  vol.  i . 
dial.  3.” 

So  far  as  this  extract  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  fhew  the  propriety  of  the 
poet’s  expreflion,  in  applying  the 
epithet  of  barbarous  to  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  Gothic  architecture,  it  is 
not  totally  foreign  to  the  purpofe  : 
— -the  diftinCtion  between  Grsecian 
and  Gothic  architecture  is  accu¬ 
rately  marked,  and  the  fuperidrity 
of  the  former  eftablilhed  on  its 
proper  balls. 

However,  it  is  obvious  to  feleCl 
palfages,  where  the  author,  not 
contended  with  this  defultory  fpe- 
cies  of  criticifm,  enters  into  a 
more  minute  inveftigation  of  the 
works,  and  characterizes  its  merits 
with  penetration  and  ability. 

“  There  fat  Zamolxis  with  ereCted  eyes, 
And  Odin  here  in  mimic  trances  dies ; 
There  on  rude  iron  columns,  fmear’d  with 
blood. 

The  horrid  forms  of  Scythian  heroes 
Hood, 

Druids  and  bards  (their  once  loud  harps 
unftrung)  i 

And  youths  that  died  to  be  by  poets  lung.” 

“  In  thefe  beautiful  verfes  we 
muft  admire  the  poltures  of  Za¬ 
molxis  and  Odin,  which  exaCtly 
point  ouc  the  characters  of  thefe 
famous  legillators,  and  inftruCtora 

of  the  northern  nations.— .  As 

expreflive,  and  as  much  in  cha¬ 
racter,  are  the  figures  of  old  he¬ 
roes,  druids  and  bards,  which  are 
reprefented  as  Handing  on  iron 
pillars  of  barbarous  workman- 
lit  ip  ;  they  remind  one  of  that 
groupe  of  perfonages,  which  Vir¬ 
gil,  a  lover  of  antiquity,  as  every 
real  poet  muft  be,  has  judicioully 
placed  before  the  palace  of  Lati- 
nus, 

Quinetram 
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Quinetiam  vetemm  effigies  ex  ordine  avo- 
rum, 

Antiquae  cedroj  Italufq;  paterqj  Sabinus 
Vitifator,  curvam  fervans  f'ub  imagine  fal- 
cem  j 

Satumufq;  fenex,  Janiqj  bifrontis  imago, 
Veftibulo  ailabant.” — 

He  concludes  his  examination 
of  this  poem  with  the  following 
remarks. 

t(  In  finifhing  this  fedlion,  we 
may  obferve,  that  Pope’s  altera¬ 
tions  of  Chaucer,  are  introduced 
with  judgment  and  art;  that  thefe 
alterations  are  more  in  number, 
and  more  important  in  conduct, 
than  any  Dryden  has  made  of  the 
fame  author.  This  piece  was 
communicated  to  Steele,  who  en¬ 
tertained  a  high  opinion  of  its 
beauties,  and  who  conveyed  it  to 
Addifon.  Pope  had  ornamented 
the  poem  with  the  machinery  of 
guardian  angels,  which  he  after¬ 
wards  omitted.  He  fpeaks  of  his 
work  with  a  diffidence  uncommon 
in  a  young  poet,  and  which  does 
him  credit.  No  errors,  fays  he 
to  Steele,  are  fo  trivial,  but  they 
deferve  to  be  mended.  I  could 
point  to  you  feveral,  but  it  is  my 
bufinefs  to  be  informed  of  thole 
faults  I  do  not  know  ;  and  as  for 
thofe  I  do,  not  to  talk  of  them, 
but  mend  them.  I  am  afraid  of 
nothing  fo  much  as  to  impol'e  any 
thing  upon  the  world  which  is 
unworthy  of  its  acceptance.” 

His  obfei  vations  on  the  poem  of 
'January  and  May ,  the  Wife  of 
Bathy  and  Tranjlations  of  Statius 
and  Ovid ,  are  thus  introduced. 

<£  The  firft  davvnings  of  polite 
literature  in  Italy,  appeared  in 
tale  writing  and  fables.  Eoccace 
gave  a  currency  and  vogue  to  this 
fpecics  of  compofition.  He  col-, 
lecled  many  of  the  common  tales 
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of  his  country,  and  delivered  them 
in  the  pureit  ftile,  enlivened  with 
interelling  circumfiances.  Sac* 
chetti  publilhed  tales  before  him> 
in  which  are  many  anecdotes  of 
Dante  and  his  cotemporaries. 
Boccace  was  faintly  imitated  by 
feveral  Italians,  Poggio,  Bandello* 
Cinthio,  Firenzuola,  Malelpini, 
and  others.  Machiavel  himfelf 
did  honour  to  this  fpecies  of  writ¬ 
ing  by  his  Eelphegor. 

“  To  produce  and  carry  on 
with  probability  and  decorum  a 
feries  of  events,  is  the  moil  diffi-y 
cult  work,  of  invention ;  and  if 
we  were  minutely  to  examine  the 
popular  dories  of  every  nation; 
we  diould  be  amazed  to  find  how 
few  circumftances  have  been  ever 
invented.  Fafts  and  events  have 
been  varied  and  modified,  but  to^ 
tally  new  fafts  have  not  been 
created.  The  writers  of  the  old 
romances,  from  whom  Ariofto  and 
Spenfer  have  borrowed  fo  largely, 
are  fuppofed  to  have  had  copious 
imaginations  ;  but  may  they  not 
be  indebted,  for  their  invulnera¬ 
ble  heroes,  their  monders,  their 
enchantments  their  gardens  of 
pleafure,  their  winged  deeds,  and 
the  like,  to  the  Echidna,  to  the 
Circe,  to  the  Medea,  to  the  A-* 
chilles,  to  the  Syrens,  to  the 
Harpies,  to  the  Phryxus,  and  the 
Bellerophon  of  the  ancients?  The 
cave  of  Polypheme  might  furnifh 
out  the  ideas  of  their  giants,  and 
Andromeda  might  give  occaficn 
for  dories  of  didreded  damfels 
on  the  point  of  being  devoured  by 
dragons,  and  delivered  at  fucJh  a 
critical  feafon  by  their  favourite 
knights.  Some  faint  traditions  of 
the  ancients  might  have  been 
kept  glimmering  and  alive  during 
the  whole  barbarous  ages,  as  they 
P  2  are 
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are  called  ;  and  it  is  not  impoffi- 
ble,  but  thefe  have  been  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  the  Genii  in  the  eaftqrn, 
and  the  Fairies  in  the  weftern 
world.  To  fay  that  Amadis  and 
Sir  Triftan  have  a  claftical  foun¬ 
dation,  may  at  firft  light  appear 
paradoxical  j  but  if  the  fubjedt 
were  examined  to  the  bottom,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  the 
wildeft  chimeras  in  thofe  books  of 
chivalry,  with  which  Don  Quix¬ 
ote’s  library  was  furnifhed,  would 
be  found  to  have  a  dole  connec¬ 
tion  with  ancient  mythology. 

“  We  of  this  nation  have  been 
remarkably  barren  in  our  inven¬ 
tions  of  faffs  ;  we  have  been  chief¬ 
ly  borrowers  in  this  fpecies  of 
compofition  ;  as  the  plots  of  our 
moll  applauded  plays,  both  in  tra¬ 
gedy  and  comedy,  may  witnefs, 
which  have  generally  been  taken 
from  the  novels  of  the  Italians  and 
Spaniards. 

ff  The  dory  of  ‘January  and 
May,  now  before  us,  is  of  the 
comic  kind,  and  the  charadter  of 
Si  fond  old  dotard  betrayed  into 
difgrace  by  an  unfuitable  match, 
is  fupported  in  a  lively  manner. 
Pope  has  endeavoured,  fuitably 
to  familiarize  the  ftatelinefs  of  our 
heroic  meafure,  in  this  ludicrous 
narrative;  but  after  all  His  pains, 
this  meafure  is  not  adapted  to 
fuch  fubjedls,  fo  well  as  the  lines 
of  four  feet,  or  the  French  num¬ 
bers  of  Fontaine. 

te  Fontaine  is,  in  truth,  the 
capital  and  unrivalled  writer  of 
comic  tales.  He  generally  took 
his  iabjedls  from  Boccace,  Pog- 
gius,  and  Ariofto ;  but  adorned 
them  with  fo  many  natural  drokes, 
with  fuch  quaintnefs  in  his  reflec¬ 
tions,  and  fuch  a  drynefs  and 


archnefs  of  humour,  as  cannot  fail 
to  excite  laughter. 

“  Our  Prior  has  happily  caught 
his  manner,  in  many'of  his  lighter 
tales  ;  particularly  in  Plans  Car¬ 
vel,  the  invention  of  which,  if  its 
genealogy  be  worth  tracing,  is 
firft  due  to  Poggius.  It  is  found  in 
the  hundred  and  thirty- third  of 
his  Facetiae,  where  it  is  entitled 
c  Vifio  Francifci  Philelphi from 
hence  Rabelais  inferred  it,  under 
another  title,  in  his  third  book  and 
twenty-eighth  chapter  ;  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  related  in  a  book  called 
‘  The  Hundred  Novels  Ariofto 
finifhes  the  fifth  of  his  incompara¬ 
ble  fatires  with  it  ;  Malefpini  alfo 
made  ufe  of  it  ;  Fontaine,  who 
imagined  Rabelais  to  be  the  in¬ 
ventor  of  it,  was  the  fixth  author 
who  delivered  it,  as  our  Prior  was 
the  lad ;  and  perhaps  not  the  lead 
fpirited.” 

Though  we  were  principally  in¬ 
duced  to  infert  this  quotation,  on 
account  of  the  uleful  information 
it  contains,  yet  we  mu  ft  ohferve, 
that  it  abundantly  proves  the  juft- 
nefs  of  what  has  been  advanced 
reflecting  the  author’s  digreftive 
mode  of  writing. 

His  obfervations  on  the  EJJay  on 
Man ,  are  a  fpecimen  of  juft  and 
elegant  criticifm. 

“  The  Eflay  on  Man  is  asclofe 
a  piece  of  argument,  admitting 
its  principles,  as  perhaps  can  be 
found  in  verfe.  Pope  informs  us 
in  his  jirfi  preface,  that  he  choie 
this  epiftolary  way  of  writing, 
notwithftanding  his  fubjedl  was 
high,  and  of  dignity,  becaufe  of 
its  being  mixed  with  argument, 
which  of  its  nature  approachcth 
to  profe.  He  has  not  wandered 
into  any  ufelefs  digreflions,  has  era- 
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ployed  no  fictions,  no  tale  or  flory, 
and  has  relied  chiefly  on  the  poe¬ 
try  of  his  ftile,  for  the  purpofe  of 
interefling  his  readers. — His  flile 
is  concife  and  figurative,  forcible 
and  elegant.  He  has  many  me¬ 
taphors  and  images,  artfully  in- 
terfperfed  in  the  dried  palfages, 
which  flood  molt  in  need  of  fuch 
ornaments.  Neverthelefs  there  are 
too  many  lines,  in  this  perfor¬ 
mance,  plain  and  profaic.  The 
meaner  the  fubjedt  is  of  a  precep¬ 
tive  poem,  the  more  ftriking  ap¬ 
pears  the  art  of  the  poet  ;  it  is 
even  of  ufe  perhaps  to  chufe  a  low 
fubjedt.  In  this  refpect  Virgil  had 
the  advantage  over  Lucretius  ;  the 
latter,  with  all  his  vigour  and 
fublimity  of  genius,  could  hardly 
fatisfy  and  come  up  to  the  gran¬ 
deur  o!  his  theme.  Pope  labours 
under  the.  fame  difficulty.  If  any 
beauty  in  this  eflay  be  uncommon¬ 
ly  tranfcendent  and  peculiar,  it  is 
Brevity  of  Didtion  ;  which  in  a 
few  inflances,  and  thofe  pardon¬ 
able,  has  occafiorted  obfcurity.  It 
is  hardly  to  be  imagined  how 
much  fenle,  how  much  thinking, 
how  much  obfervatio.n  on  human 
life,  is  condenfed  together  in  a 
final!  compals.  He  was  fo  accuf- 
tomed  to  confine  his  thoughts  in 
rhyme,  that  he  tells  us,  he  could 
exprefs  them  more  Alertly  this 
way,  than  in  profe  itfelf.  On  its 
firft  publication.  Pope  did  not 
own  it,  and  it  was  given  by  the 
public  to  Lord  Paget,  Dr.  Young, 
Dr.  Defaguliers,  and  others.  li¬ 
ven  Swift  feems  to  have  been  de¬ 
ceived  ;  there  is  a  remarkable  paf- 
fage  in  one  of  his  letters  !  4  I  con- 
fefs  I  did  never  imagine  you  were 
fo  deep  in  morals,  or  that  fo 
many  new  and  excellent  rules 
could  be  produced  fo  advanta- 
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geoufly  and  agreeably  in  that 
fcience,  from  any  one  head.  I 
confefs  in  fome  places  I  was  forced 
to  read  twice ;  I  believe  1  told 
you  before  what  the  Duke  of 

D - —  faid  to  me  on  that 

occafion  ;  how  a  judge  here  who 
knows  yon,  told  him,  that  on  the 
flrfl  reading  thofe  effays,  he  was 
much  pieafed,  but  found  fome 
lines  a  little  dark  ;  on  the  fe- 
cond,  molt  of  them  cleared  up, 
and  his  pleafure  increafed  ;  on 
the  third,  he  had  no  doubt  re¬ 
maining,  and  then  he  admired  the 
whole.’ 

u  The  fubject  of  this  eflay  is 
a  vindication >  of  Providence,  in 
which  the  poet  propofes  to  prove, 
that  of  all  poffible  fy  Items,  infinite 
wifdom  has  formed  the  befl ;  that 
in  fuch  a  fyflem,  coherence,  union, 
fubordination,  are  neceflfary  ;  and 
if  fo,  that  appearances  of  evil,  both 
moral  and  natural,  are  alfo  ne- 
ceflary  and  unavoidable  ;  that  the 
Teeming  defeats  and  blemifhes  in 
the  univerfe,  confpire  to  its  ge¬ 
neral  beauty  ;  that  as  all  parts  in 
an  animal  are  not  eyes,  and  as 
in  a  city,  comedy,  or  pi&ure,  all 
ranks,  characters,  and  colours, 
are  not  equal  or  alike  ;  even  fo 
excefies,  and  contrary  qualities, 
contribute  to  the  proportion  and 
harmony  of  the  univerfal  fyflem  ; 
that  it  is  not  ftrangc,  that  we 
fho'uld  not  be  able  to  dlfcover 
perfection  and  order  in  every  in¬ 
stance  ;  becaufe  in  an  infinity  of 
things  mutually  relative,  a  mind 
which  fees  not  infinitely,  can  fee 
nothing  fully. 

“  This  doCtrine  was  inculcated 
by  Plato  and  the  Stoics,  but; 
more  amply  and  particularly  by 
the  later  Platonifls,  and  by  An¬ 
toninus  and  Simplicius.  In  illuf- 
P  3  trating 
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trating  bis  fubjed,  Pope  has  been 
much  more  deeply  indebted  to  the 
Fheodicee  of  Leibnitz,  to  Arch- 
bifhop  King’s  Origin  of  Evil,  and 
to  the  Moralifts  of  Lord  Shaftef- 
bury,  than  to  the  philofophers 
above-mentioned.  The  late  Lord 
Bathurft  repeatedly  a  (fared  me, 
that  he  had  read  the  whole  fcheme 
of  the  lid  ay  on  Man,  in  the  hand 
writing  of  Bolingbroke,  and  drawn 
up  in  a  feries  of  proppfitions, 
\yhich  Pope  was  to  verify  and 
illuftrate :  in  doing  which,  our 
poet,  it  mud  be  confeifed,  left  fe- 
veral  paftages  fo  exprefled,  as  to 
be  favourable  to  fatalifm  and  ne- 
ceffity,  notwithstanding  all  the 
pains  that  can  be  taken,  and  the 
turns  that  can  be  given  to  thole 
paifages,  to  place  them  on  the 
iide  of  religion,  and  make  them 
coincide  with  the  fundamental  doc¬ 
trines  of  revelation. 


Awake,  my  St.  John,  leave  all  meaner 
things 

To  low  ambition,  and  the  pride  of  kings  ; 
Let  us,  iince  hie  can  little  more  iupply 
i  han  juft  to  look  about  us,  and  to  die. 
Expatiate  free  o’er  all  this  feene  of  man  ; 
A  mighty  maze !  but  not  without  a  plan. 

Epift.  i. 


This  opening  is  awful,  and 
commands  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  rI  he  word  anvake  has  pe¬ 
culiar  force,  and  obliquely  al¬ 
ludes  to  his  noble  friend’s  leaving 
his  political,  for  philolophical 
purfuits.,, 

The  whole  of  this  excellent 
poem,  and  of  the  moral  eftavs, 
are  examined  with  a  critical  mi- 
mitenefs;  and  Dr.  Warton’s  de¬ 
terminate  judgment,  refpeding  the 
merits  of  his  author,  is  beft°col- 
lefted  from  the  conclufion  of  this 
enqqiry. 


GISTER,  i7Sa» 

ee  Thus  have  T  endeavoured  to 
give  a  critical  account,  with  free¬ 
dom,  but  it  is  hoped  with  impar¬ 
tiality,  of  each  of  Pope’s  works ; 
by  which  review  it  will  appear, 
that  the  large  ft  portion  of  them  is 
of  the  didadic,  moral,  and  faty- 
ric  kind  ;  and  confequently,  not 
of  the  moft  poetic  fpecies  of  poe¬ 
try  ;  whence  it  is  manileft,  that 
good  fenfe  and  judgment  were  his 
qharaderiftical  excellencies,  rather 
than  fancy  and  invention  ;  not 
that  the  author  of  the  Rape  of 
the  Lock,  and  Eloifa,  can  be 
thought  to  want  imagination,  but 
becaufe  his  imagination  was  not 
his  predominant  talent,  becaufe 
he  indulged  it  not,  and  becaufe 
he  gave  not  fo  many  proofs  of  this 
talent  as  of  the  other.  This  turn 
of  mind  led  him  to  admire  French 
models  ;  he  ftudied  Boileau  atten¬ 
tively  ;  formed  himfelf  upon  him, 
as  Milton  formed  himfelf  upon 
the  Graecian  and  Italian  Sons  of 
Fancy.  Fie  ftuck  to  deferibing 
modern  manners  ;  but  thofe  man¬ 
ners,  becaufe  they  are  familiar, 
uniform,  artificial,  and  polifhed, 
are,  in  their  very  nature,  unfit 
for  any  lofty  effort  of  the  mufe. 
He  gradually  became  one  of  the 
moft  cored,  even,  and  exad 
poets  that  ever  wrote ;  polifhing 
his  pieces  with  a  care  and  afliduL 
ty,  that  no  bufinefs  or  avocation 
ever  interrupted:  fo  that  if  he 
does  not  frequently  ravifti  and 
tranfport  his  reader,  yet  he  does 
not  difguft  him  with  unexpeded 
inequalities,  and  abfurd  impro¬ 
prieties.  Whatever  poetical  en- 
thufiafm  he  adually  poflefled,  he 
withheld  and  (lifted.  The  perufal 
of  him  affeds  not  our  minds  with 
fuch  ftrong  emotions  as  we  feel 
from  Homer  and  Milton  $  fo  that 
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no  man  of  a  true  poetical  fpirit, 
is  matter  of  himielf  while  he  reads 
them.  Hence,  he  is  a  writer  fit 
for  univerfal  perufal ;  adapted  to 
all  ages  and  ttations  ;  for  the  old 
and  for  the  young  ;  the  man  of 
bufmefs  and  the  fcholar.  He  who 
would  think  the  Faery  Queen, 
Palamon  and  Arcite,  the  Tempett 
or  Comus,  childifh  and  romantic, 
might  relifh  Pope.  Surely  it  is 
no  narrow  and  niggardly  enco¬ 
mium  to  fay  he  is  the  great  poet  of 
reafon,  the  firft  of  ethical  authors 
in  verfe.  And  this  fpecies  of 
writing  is,  after  all,  the  furelt  road 
to  an  extenfive  reputation.  It  lies 
more  level  to  the  general  capaci¬ 
ties  of  men,  than  the  higher  flights 
of  more  genuine  poetry.— 

“  Where  then,  according  to 
the  queftion  propofed  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  eflay,  ttiall  we  with 
juftice  be  authorifed  to  place  our 
admired  Pope  ?  Not,  afluredly,  in 
the  fame  rank  with  Spenfer, 
Shakefpeare,  and  Milton  ;  how¬ 
ever  juftly  we  may  applaud  the 
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Eloifa  and  Rape  of  the  Lock ; 
but,  confidering  the  corre&nefs, 
elegance,  and  utility  of  his  works, 
the  weight  of  fentiment,  and  the 
knowledge  of  man  they  contain, 
we  may  venture  to  aflign  him  a 
place,  next  to  Milton,  and  juft 
above  Dryden.  Yet,  to  bring  our 
minds  fteadily  to  make  this  deci- 
fion,  we  mutt  forget,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  the  divine  mufic  ode  of 
Dryden ;  and  may  perhaps  then 
be  compelled  to  confefs,  that 
though  Dryden  be  the  greater  ge¬ 
nius,  yet  Pope  is  the  better  ar- 
tift. 

The  preference  here  given, 
to  Pope,  above  other  modem 
Englilh  poets,  it  mutt  be  remem-* 
bered,  is  founded  on  the  excel¬ 
lencies  of  his  works  in  general, 
and  taken  all  together ;  for  there 
are  parts  and  paflages  in  other 
modern  authors,  in  Young  and  in 
Thomfon,  for  inftance,  equal  to 
any  of  Pope  ;  and  he  has  written 
nothing  in  a  ftrain  fo  truly  fub- 
lime,  as  the  Bard  of  Gray,” 
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Proceedings  of  that  detachment ;  Lefie  dies,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Colonel 
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Berar,  for  placing  him  at  - the  head  of  the  Maratta  empire.  The  Court 
ttf  Poonah  refufing  to  comply  with  the  new  demands ,  the  Britijh  refident 
■is  withdrawn ,  and  the  Bombay  army  landed  on  the  continent,  in  order  to 
mccmpany  Ragonaut  Row  to  that  capital'.  Army  being  furrounded,  and  all 
means  of  retreat  cut  off,  a  capitidaJion  takes  place.  Moderate  terms  impojed 
by  the  Marattas  in  the  treaty  of  War  gaum.  Ragonaut  Row  is  given  up, 
mid  the  army  conducted  by  a  body  cf  Maratta  horfe  to  the  fea  coafi,  where  it 
embarks  for  Bombay.  [p.  i 
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ituation  and  condudi  of  Moodajee  Boofa,  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Gen.  God¬ 
dard  pajfes  the  Nerbudda  with  the  army,  who  are  liberally  fupplied  with 
frovifions  and  necejfaries  in  the  dominions  of  Berar.  Negociation  with 
the  Rajah,  who  refufes  to  accede  to  the  conditions  held  cut  by  the  propofed 
treaty.  Goddard  fets  out  on  his  march  for  Poonah ;  receives  contradic¬ 
tory  infractions  on  the  way ,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  Bombay  army  ;  is  met  by  a  minifler  from  the  court  of  Poonah,  who 
defires  his  return  with  the  army  to  Bengal,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  :  Goddard  refufes  to  comply,  and  directs  his  courfe  to  Surat. 
Prejidency  of  Bombay  difavow  the  treaty  of  Worgaum,  and  thereby  ex - 
fafe  the  hofages  to  great  apparent  danger.  New  fchemes  adopted  for  a 
revolution  in  the  Maratta  government.  Supreme  council  confirm  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Bombay  in  dtf avowing  the  convention  of  Worgaum*,  but  empower 
Goddard  to  negociate  a  treaty  upon  other  terms  with  the  Marattas.  Great 
preparations  at  the  fame  time  made  for  war,  and  a  renewal  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  with  Moodajee  Boofa  determined.  Strong  complaints  made  by 
the  court  cf  Poonah,  of  the  faithlefs  conduCl  of  the- company.  R.agobah 
f capes  from  the  cufody  of  the  Marattas,  and  flies  for  refuge  to  Goddard’s 
camp ;  which  increafes  the  difficulties  of  the  negociation  with  the 
former.  Various  caufes  which  led  to  the  confederacy  of  the  great  princes 
cf  India  for  the  extermination  of  the  Engl  if h.  Marattas  break  of'  the  ne¬ 
gociation  with  Goddard,  and  conclude  a  peace  and  alliance  with  Ryder 
Ally.  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded  by  the  fiupreme  council  with  the 
Ranna  of  Ghod.  Gen.  Goddard  concludes  a  treaty  with  Putty  Sing  % 
takes  Ahmedabad,  the  capital  of  the  Gazer  at,  by  'form,  and  reduces  the 
whole  province.  Sindia  and  Holkar  arrive  with  a  Maratta  army-. 
Sindia  ref  ores  the  gentlemen  who  were  given  as  hofages  at  Worgaum. 
Propofals  by  Sindia  for  an  accommodation  rejected.  Gen .  Goddard  at¬ 
tacks  and  defeats  the  Maratta  army.  Capt.  Campbel  repulfes  Sindia , 
mid  preferves  his  convoy.  Lieut .  Waif  furprizes  and  defeats  a  large 

body  of  Marattas.  Another  large  body  defeated  by  Major  Forbes .  Ma¬ 
jor  Pop  ham’s  fuccefes  on  the  fide  of  Bengal ;  drives  the  Marattas  out  of 
tfie  country  of  Ghod ;  and  furprifes  the  fortrefs  of  Gualier ,  which  had 
always  been  deemed  impregnable.  State  of  affairs  in  the  Carnatic. 
Treaty  with  Bazalet  flung  for  the  Gunloor  Circar ,  with  other  tranf- 
a&tons,  which  led  to  great  jealoufy ,  difike ,  and  ill-will,  on  the  fide  of 
the  Nizam  of  the  Decan >  and  of  Ryder  Ally .  [24 
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Madras.  Deplorable  fate  of  the  country ,  and  of  the  company’s  affairs . 
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the  Nizam.  Hyder  renews  the  fege  of  Arcot.  .  'Takes  the  city ,  and  after • 
voards  the  fort  or  citadel.  Vigorous  meafures  taken  by  the  Supreme  Council , 
for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrives  at  Madras ,  voith  a 
large  fum  of  money,  and  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans,  from  Bengal :  takes 
the  command  of  the  army.  Mr.  Whitehall  fufpended  from  his  office  of 
pr ef  dent  and  governor.  [  ij  3 
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Coote  marches  to  Porto  Novo ,  to  frufirate  the  enemy’ s  defgn  on  Trite  hi - 
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Englifh  General  marches  to  the  northward ,  and  forms  a  j  unfit  ion  with  the 
forces  from  Bengal.  Takes  Trepaffore ,  defeats  Hyder ,  in  a  hard  and 
difficult  confiitty  on  the  2.7th  of  Augufi.  Defeats  him  a  third  time  on  the 
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confantly  victorious.  Dutch  fettlements  on  the  ijland  of  Sumatra  fuh- 
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approach .  Gun-boats.  Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
town  and  garrijbn  from  the  Spanijh  camp .  T’ovm  dejiroyed,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  pertfh.  Convey  from  St.  Eufatius'  taken  by  M.  de  la 
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repulfed.  M.  de  Suffrein’ s  timely  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
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done  in  Saldanha  Bay.  General  Elliot’s  grand  Jally  from  Gibraltar ,  by 
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army  eflimates.  Converfation  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners  with 
America.  Debate  on  the  motion  for  adjournment.  Petition  from  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rens  prejented  by  Mr.  Burke.  Recefs.  [126 
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Motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  want  of fuccejs  of  his  Mcjefiy*  s  naval  forces  during  the  war , 
and  more  particularly  in  the  year  1781.  Debate  on  the  ordnance  efi¬ 
mates.  Motions  by  Mr.  Bos' re  and  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  for  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  report  negatived.  Motion  and  debads  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  relative  to  the  execution  of  Colonel  Haynes.  Committee,  on  naval 
affairs.  Reflation  of  cenfure  rejected  by  a  j'mall  majority.  Motion  and 
debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  intended  advancement  of  lord  George 
Sackville  Gennaiue  to  the  peerage.  Motion  on  the  fame  fubjetl,  after 
his  creation.  An  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  put  an  end  to  the  American 
war,  moved  by  General  Conway \,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of  one. 
Committee  of  the  lords ,  on  the  loj's  of  the  army  at  York  Yown.  Reflation, 
again f  the  American  war  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Addrefs  to 
the  king.  7 "he  king* s  anfwer,  and  addrefs  of  thanks.  Second  reflation 
againf  the  American  war.  Reflations  of  cenfure  on  his  majefly*  s  mi- 
nifers  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendijh,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
ten.  Motion  by  Sir  John  Reus,  for  withdrawing  the  confidence  of 
parliament  from  his  majejly* ' s  minijier,  lofi  by  a  majority  of  nine.  Es¬ 
timation,  by  Lord  North,  to  the  houj'e,  of  his  majefly* s  intentions  to 
change  his  miniflers.  ‘  1  [  1 5  1 
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Retrofpe  Clive  view  of  affairs  in  North  America  and  the  Wef -Indies,  in 
the  year  1781.  South  Carolina .  Battle  at  the  Eutaw  Springs.  Col. 
Stuart,  with  the  Britijh  forces,  retires  to  Charles  Town.  If  and  of 

St.  Eufatius  furprized  and  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille .  Dutch 
fettlements  of  Demerary  and  Effequibo  recovered  by  France.  Marquis  de 
Bouille  invades  the  If  and  of  St.  Chriflopher' s,  voith  8,000  men,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1782,  and  is  fupporied  by  the  Count  de  Graffe, 
with  a  great  feet.  Gen „  Frafer  and  the  Governor,  with  the  few  troops 
on  the  if  and,  retire  to  Brimfone  Hill .  Gallant  attempt  made  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  to  fave  the  if  and : 
draws  the  enemy  out  to  fea,  and  then  feizes  the  anchorage  ground  in  Baffe- 
terre  Road,  which  they  had  juf  quilted.  French  feet  repeatedly  attack 
the  Engliff  fquadron,  and  are  repulfed  with  lofs .  Works  on  Brimfone 
Hill  in  no  degree  anfwerable  to  the  f  rength  of  the  fituation .  Gallant 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon.  All  the  attempts  made  by  the  Admiral, 
and  by  Gen.  Prefcot,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  prove  ineffectual.  The 
works  and  buildings  on  the  top  of  the  hill  being  almof  entirely  defrayed, 
Gen.  Frafer  and  Gov.  Shirley  are  obliged  to  capitulate,  and  obtain  con¬ 
ditions  highly  honourable  to  the  garrifon,  and  advantageous  to  the  if  and. 
Englijh  fquadron  fip  their  cables,  and  return  to  Barbadoes.  Nevis  and 
Montferrat  follow  the  fortune  of  St.  Chrifopher' s.  Formidable  prepa¬ 
rations  by  France  and  Spain  for  the  invafon  of  famaicaj  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives  with  a  frong  reinforcement  from  England,  and 
takes  the  command  of  the  feet.  Fails  in  his  defgn  of  intercepting  the 
French  convoy  from  Bref.  Puts  into  Sti  Lucia  to  reft,  and  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Objects,  and  refpedive  force,  of  the  com¬ 
manders  on  both  fdes.  Perilous  fate  of  the  Englijh  affairs  in  the  Wef - 
Indies.  M.  de  Graffe  proceeds  with  his  feet  and  a  great  convoy  from 
Fort -Royal,  in  order  to  form  a  junction  with  the  French  and  Spaniff 
forces  at  Hifpaniola.  Is  immediately  purfued  by  Sir  George  Rodney . 
Partial  engagement  between  the  French  feet  and  the  van  of  the  Englijh, 
on  the  cjth  of  April.  Great  fea-fght  on  the  \2th,  which  lafs  front 
fun-rife  to  fun-fet.  Gallantry  difplayed  on  both  fdes.  French  feet  en¬ 
tirely  routed.  The  Count  de  Graffe  taken  in  the  Ville  de  Paris.  Four 
other  Jhips  of  the  line  taken,  and  one  funk.  Various  particulars  of  the 
aCticn.  Cefar,  one  oJ''the  French  prizes,  blown  up  on  the  night  of  the 
battle .  Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  detached  with  a  fquadron ,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy.  Takes  two  French  Jhips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates, 
in  the  Mona  paffage.  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  with  the  Count  de 

Graffe 


CONTENTS. 

t 

Graffe  and  the  prizes  to  'Jamaica.  Confequences  of  the  late  vibtoiy. 
Honours  to  the  J'uccefsful  commanders.  Lord  Rodney  returns  to  England, 
and  is  fucceeded  by  Admiral  Pigot.  Inadlivity  of  the  cppofite  armies  in 
North- America,  confirmed  by  the  reflations  of  Parliament ,  and  by  the  fuh- 
fequent  negociations  for  peace.  [  1 89 
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Minorca.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  Fatal  progrefs  of  the  J, curvy  and 
other  diforders  in  the  garrifon.  Weaknefs  in  point  of  number.  Succefsful 
attack  on  the  Duke  de  Crillon s  head-quarters  at  Cape  Mola.  /  Powder 
magazine  blown  up,  bomb  battery  defrayed,  and  a  Jhip  funk,  by  the  fire 
from  the  fortrefs.  Garrifon  being  reduced  by  fckncfs ,  General  Murray 
fubmits  to  the  neceffity  of  a  capitulation.  Humanity  and  tendernefs  of  the 
enemy  to  the  fick .  Coafis  of  theje  kingdoms  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington  fails  with  a  fquadron  to  the  Bay,  and  falls  in  with  a 
French  convoy.  Captain  Jarvis  takes  the  Pegafe  of  yy  guns.  Mcfi  of 
the  convoy  taken.  L’ Adiionaire ,  of  64  guns ,  taken  by  Capt.  Maitland . 
Lord  Hovoe  fails  to  the  coaf  of  Holland.  Dutch  feet  returns  to  the  Texet 
upon  his  approach.  Combined  fieets,  in  their  way  from  Cadiz,  fall  in 
with  the  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  convoy ,  and  take  fever al  veffels « 
Combined  fleets  approach  the  channel.  Lord  Howe  fails ,  with  a  very 
inferior  force,  to  protect  the  great  Jamaica,  convoy.  Enemy  return  to 
port ,  without  effecting  a  junction  with  the  Dutch,  or  being  able  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  convoy.  Preparations  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar .  Royal  George 
man  of  war  lof  at  P ' or tf mouth  ;  Admiral  Kempenfeldt ,  fever  al  officers, 
with  a  great  number  of  people,  unfortunately  perijh.  Lord  Howe  fails 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  State  of  that  fortrefs.  V af  preparations , 
by  fea  and  land,  for  its  attack,  by  the  combined  fleets  and  armies  of  France 
and  Spain.  Confidence  placed  in  the  new  confi ruSied  battering  Jhips  con¬ 
trived  by  the  Chevalier  de  Arcon.  Some  account  of  th of e  formidable  ma¬ 
chines.  Arrival  of  the  French  Princes  of  the  blood  in  the  camp  before 
Gibraltar.  Letters  between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  General  Elliot • 
Unexpected  and  violent  cannonade  and  bombardment  from  the  garrifon ,  by 
which  the  enemy' s  works  fififer  greatly.  Tiolent  fire  on  the  fortrefs.  Com - 
Lined  fleets  arrive  at  Algeziras.  Grand  attack.  Dreadful  cannonade 
and  bombardment ,  from  the  lines ,  the  battering  jhips,  and  the  garrifon. 
AdmiraP s  Jhip  and  another,  at  length  Jet  on  fire,  and  blow  up  in  the 
night.  General  conflagration.  Extraordinary  exertions  of  gallantry  and 
humanity,  difplayed  by  Captain  Curtis,  and  his  fcamen  in  the  gun- boats, 
in  faving  the  enemy  from  the  flames.  Battering  Jhips  entirely  deflroyed. 
Storm  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Spanijh  Jhip  of  the  line  driven  under  the 
batteries,  and  taken  by  the  garrifon.  Britifh  fleet  arrives  in  the  Straits . 
Mofl  of  the  Jlore  Jhips  mifs  the  Bay ,  and  pafs  with  the  fleet  into  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  Combined  fleets  follow ,  but  avoid  action.  Lord  Howe  hav¬ 

ing  landed  the  troops,  and  Juccefsfully  relieved  Gibraltar ,  repaffes  the 
Straits.  Followed  by  the  cotnbined  fieets.  D  fitant  cannonade ,  and  par¬ 
tial  a  Pi  ion  in  the  Atlantic.  [21.5 
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